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Welcome! Upcoming Activities at a Glance 

Sunday, September 20, 2026:  Martin Motes, Ph.D., Research Associate at Fairchild Tropical Botanic 

Garden, will speak to us about Vandas. 

 

 

 

 

June 2026 
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President’s Message 

With the beginning of summer comes the end of this year’s OOS season. This was my first year 

as President, and I must admit it was interesting, challenging, and sometimes frustrating - all at 

the same time. It was interesting and, at times, frustrating as I learned to navigate the 

technology behind our hybrid Zoom meetings and discovered the joys and occasional quirks of 

running events both in-person and online. It was challenging as I learned (and continue to learn) 

the ins and outs of managing a non-profit organization, from coordinating events to finding 

volunteers willing to share their time and expertise for the benefit of the Society. Balancing the 

workload that comes with this position was, at times, a juggling act. 

Despite these challenges, this year has also been rewarding. Our Society has celebrated many accomplishments 

from stunning displays at several orchid shows and the success of Orchidophilia 2026, to engaging 

presentations by guest speakers which remind me of the dedication of the volunteers who make our community 

so special. I would like to take this opportunity to once more extend a special thank you to our volunteers and 

Board Members. Your commitment behind the scenes makes everything possible (see the April edition of 

Spike as well as the PowerPoint Presentation that was sent to you via email on June 3, 2026). 

As we move into the summer season, I encourage you to enjoy growing your orchids and explore new ideas for 

your collections. Whether it’s planning for next year’s blooms or experimenting with new growing techniques, 

the pleasure of growing orchids is a journey of continued learning and discovery. 

Looking ahead, I am eager for the opportunities that the 2026-27 season may bring, and I hope you will 

continue to share your knowledge, curiosity, and camaraderie. Please share your ideas and feedback with 

myself and/or members of the Board as we work together to make the Ottawa Orchid Society even more 

engaging. 

I am looking forward to seeing you in September.  

Happy Growing, 

Andrea 

Catasetum (Diana’s Dots ‘Spectacular’ x Dentigrianum ‘SVO 
Excellence’ 
Photos by Andrea Picher 
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Program Updates 2026  

The Southern Ontario Orchid Society is inviting members of the Ottawa Orchid Society to join them on 

Sunday, August 2, 2026, for Summer Orchidfest, their annual celebration of orchids, and orchid community! 

This vibrant event features great food (please bring your favourite dish for the potluck), orchid talks, and 

plenty of opportunity to socialize. 

Date:   August 2, 2026   

Location:  Toronto Botanical Garden (virtual opetion available), at the corner of Lawrence Avenue East and 

Leslie Street.  

Speaker:   Lourens Grobler - Afri Orchids, South Africa  

• Talk 1 (TBA)  

• Break Dessert 

• Talk 2 (TBA) 

Let's connect, share knowledge, and revel in the world of orchids together. For Zoom login information, please 

see the invitation that was sent out via the membership email on May 18, 2026.  

 

Conservation Corner:  Upcoming Field Trip 

We have one more field trip planned for this summer, brought to you by the OOS 

Conservation Committee. These trips are a great way to appreciate our native orchid 

species in the wild. 

We will be returning to the Purdon Conservation Area to see the thousands of Showy 

Lady’s Slippers on Saturday, June 27, 2026, at 10:00 a.m. (rain date is June 28). 

If you are interested in this field trip, e-mail me at DB_4321@yahoo.com with  

“OOS Field Trips” in the subject line. 

Daniel Brumar 

Conservation Chair 
 

 

Cypripedium reginae 
Photo by  
Serge Picher 

Yellow Lady’s Slippers located on private property in the  
Ottawa area 
Photos by Andrea Picher 

mailto:DB_4321@yahoo.com


 5 

 

Winners of the Show Volunteer Free Memberships 2026-27 Season 

We are delighted to announce the winners of the draw for five free memberships for the 2026-27 season. All 

of the names of those who volunteered at Orchidophilia 2026 were placed into a draw. Each person was 

entered for the number of sessions they had volunteered for. For example, if they worked Friday night, 

Saturday morning, Saturday afternoon, Sunday morning, Sunday afternoon and Sunday evening, they received 

six entries. If they only worked Saturday morning, then they received only one entry.  

Congratulations to: 

• Saif Terai 

• Sophie Trahan 

• Éamonn Tuck 

• Rob Vanderheyden 

• Nick Cox 

When the renewal email is sent out in August, it does not apply to these five winners! 

Once again, thank you to all our volunteers. 

Jan Johns 

Show Chair 

 

 Photo by Arlene Lang 
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The Canadian Orchid Congress is looking for your Photographs for this Year’s Calendar 

In the past, several of our members have had their photos featured in the Canadian Orchid Congress Calendar, 

which goes on sale each fall. The calendar includes important dates for the orchid community, along with 

growing tips and cultural advice for both beginners and experienced growers alike.  

We encourage you to submit your photos! Here are the details.  

DEADLINE:  JULY 6, 2026 

• Submissions are only open to COC Member Societies and their individual members:  we need your email 

address, your mailing address and the name of your Society. 

• You can submit up to five images per person to info@canadianorchidcongress.ca. 

• Please send one image per email, with ‘COC Calendar 2027’ in the subject line.  

• Each image must be 300 dpi or higher and be print ready. 

• Maximum file size is 10MB. 

• Only send images photographed by yourself (where you are the photographer). 

• Landscape format is preferable for this type of project. 

• Please do not submit digitally altered files. 

• The image must be of orchids or orchid habitat and can be orchids you have grown or native orchids  

     in-situ with a focus on the flowers. 

• Pay attention to the background, it should be as neutral as possible. You can use a black/dark material to 

cover the background/pot.  

• Please include the name (species and genera) of the orchid in the body of the email. 

By submitting an image for COC Calendar, you are giving COC permission to use the image for the calendar 

or as promotion material for the calendar, on the website and social media. 

Along with the images you submit, send us your growing tips. 

Good luck! 

mailto:info@canadianorchidcongress.ca
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Grow Stand and Plants for Sale 

Due to downsizing my orchid collection, I am selling a two-shelf growing setup made of: 

• Two 8x2 foot shelves made of pine and plywood 

• Includes four 2x4 foot x 6" hydroponic trays 

• 10 monios-L T5 grow LED lamps, 60 watts per lamp 

• Egg tray 

• Asking $600 

 

The following plants are also for sale:  

• Brassavola nodosa, specimen size, 2 feet in diameter, either Susan Fuchs 

     FCC/AOS, or Mendenhall AM/AOS, $250. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

• Cattleya Sea Breeze 'Fellrath's Pride', HCC/AOS, 18" diameter,  

      blue, fragrant, $150. 

 

 

 

 

 

• Paphiopedilum lowii, $100 

• Brassolaeliocattleya Myrtle Beach 'Newberry' AM/AOS x Brassolaeliocattleya Lake Murray 

'Mendenhall' AM/AOS, 6" pot division, red, very fragrant, $30. 

• Nepenthes maxima, alata, possibly rafflesiana elongata, all 3 for $60. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

If interested contact Robert St-Jean at 819-592-6302, or by email at str97311@gmail.com. 

.  

 

mailto:str97311@gmail.com
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The Toronto AOS Judging Centre  

The Toronto AOS Judging Centre meets on the first Saturday of every month, except in August when the 

meeting is held on the 1st Sunday for ‘SUMMERFEST’. 

The meeting is held at:  

Toronto Botanical Garden 

777 Lawrence Ave. East 

Toronto, ON M3C 1P2 

 Everyone is welcome!  

Judging meetings 

•  The meetings start at 10:00 a.m. with education, and AOS judging beginning at 1:00 p.m. 

•  Plant registration takes place from 10:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. 

Judging 

• Plants are registered; the Registrar will provide the necessary help. 

• Participants must have the full name of the plants (plants with no name cannot and will not be judged). 

• Participants must bring a clonal name to assign to the awarded plants (the clonal name is anything the owner 

chooses; the clonal name must be provided at the judging session). 

NOTE:  

• Plants must be clean and without pests. 

• While plants are being judged, participants are not allowed to make comments or to intervene; if there 

are any questions, these can be answered after judging.  

• You do not have to stay all day. You can be phoned when your plant is ready for pick up.   

Joyce Medcalf 

 

The Montréal Judging Centre  

The Montréal Judging Centre extends an open invitation to the members of the Ottawa Orchid Society to attend 

its judging sessions. The Centre meets every month on the third Saturday (except in December when the 

meeting will be held on the second Saturday). The next meeting will be held on June 20, 2026. 

André Couture 
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Results from Les Orchidophiles de Québec, ‘Orchidofolie 2026’ Show and Sale  

Award Description 

2nd  Display-Ottawa Orchid Society 

2nd  Phaphiopedilum delantii var. album 

3rd Encyclia rioclarense 

1st Guarianthe skinneri ‘Casa Luna’ AM/AOS 

1st Cattleya Walkerinter 

2nd Guaritonia Why Not 

1st Cattleya Katherine Clarkson 

3rd Cattlianthe Faikon Ball 

2nd Aerangis fastuosa 

2nd Vanda falcata ‘Shutennou’ 

3rd Pomatocalpa angustifolium 

1st  Phalaenopsis Linda Miller 

2nd Phalaenopsis NOID Dark 

2nd  Phalaenopsis NOID 1 

3rd Phalaenopsis Taisuco Kochdian 

1st Phalaenopsis japonica 

2nd Phalaenopsis amabilis variegated 

1st Phalaenopsis Chiada Stacy 

1st Promenaea Ben Berliner ‘Hill Island’ 
CCM/AOS 

OOS Display 
Photo by Marie-Josée Bergeron 
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Results from Orchidophilia 2026 - OOS Ribbon Winners 

Award Description Name Class 

1st Cattleya Monte Elegante Claude Brault 22 

1st Paphiopedilum rothschildianum Steve Levick 31 

1st Paphiopedilum Red Maude Steve Levick 33a 

1st Phalaenopsis Formosa Dream ‘Wilson’ Tommy Wingreen 44 

1st Phalaenopsis Jiaho’s Pink Girl Mélanie Charbonneau 46 

1st Phalaenopsis Yu Pin Infrared Ray (TW#2-015) Tommy Wingreen 47 

1st Phalaenopsis No Name Hybrid 3 Ann Smutylo 54a 

1st Aerangis hildebrandtii ‘Golden Boy’ Bev Burtnyk 58 

1st Angraecum Kruger Stars Tommy Wingreen 59 

1st Vanda miniata Serge Croteau 67 

1st Aerangis hildebrandtii ‘Golden Boy’ Bev Burtnyk 100 

2nd Display 26 or more plants Ottawa Orchid Society 4 

2nd Epidendrum Comet Valley ‘Yellow Star’ Nick Cox 11 

2nd Cattleya (Jessica's Dream x Sweet Orange) Claude Brault 21 

2nd Guarechea Black Comet Monique Savard 25 

2nd 43 Phalaenopsis philippinensis ‘Silverleaf’ (#8) Tommy Wingreen 

2nd 47 Phalaenopsis Yu Pin Infrared Ray ‘Striped  
Yellowtail’ AM/AOS 

Tommy Wingreen 

2nd 50 Phalaenopsis Lioulin Orange Ann Smutylo 

2nd 50 Phalaenopsis Yaphon Perfume ‘Red’ Mélanie Charbonneau 

2nd 53 Phalaenopsis Haur Jih Fancy ‘Taida Red Jewel’ Andrea Picher 

2nd 54a Phalaenopsis No Name Hybrid 4 Ann Smutylo 

2nd 58 Aerangis Zipper Tommy Wingreen 

2nd 66 Renantanda MD'S Tickled Tangerine Nick Cox 

2nd 69a Chiloschista parishii Claire Cooney 

2nd 69c Vanda falcata ‘Shishiden’ Serge Croteau 

2nd 76 Peaseara Chian-Tzy Lovely ‘CT - Moon Beauty’ Nick Cox 

2nd 77b Oncostele Wildcat ‘Golden Red Star’ CCM AOS Maria Martins 

2nd 78 Ornithocephalus gladiatus var. bonplandii Monique Savard 

2nd 79 Cymbidium ensifolium Hewang Claire Cooney 

2nd 82b Dendrobium bracteosum ‘Yuan’ Maria Martins 
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Results from Orchidophilia 2026 - OOS Ribbon Winners 

Award Class Description Name 

2nd 85 Dendrobium Jiaho Candy Maria Martins 

2nd 87 Dendrobium SOOS Celebrates 50  Nick Cox 

2nd 88 Dendrobium Hibiki Tommy Wingreen 

2nd 94a Maxillaria tenuifolia ‘Yamada’ AM/AOS Maria Martins 

2nd 95 Promenaea Ben Berliner ‘Hill Island’ CCM/AOS Jennie McCloskey 

3rd 11 Epidendrum Peach Valley ‘Dream Song’  HCC/
AOS 

Ann Smutylo 

3rd 16 Cattleya No Name Hybrid #2 Christine Ouellet 

3rd 18 Cattleya Shirayukihime ‘M’ Jennie McCloskey 

3rd 19 Myrmecatavola Francis Fox Mélanie Charbonneau 

3rd 46 Phalaenopsis (Liu’s Cute Angel x shilleriana) Mélanie Charbonneau 

3rd 54c Phalaenopsis No Name Hybrid 1 Nick Cox 

3rd 54c Phalaenopsis No Name Hybrid 2 Mélanie Charbonneau 

3rd 82b Dendrobium bracteosum Maria Martins 

3rd 84 Dendrobium senile Tommy Wingreen 

3rd 86 Dendrobium Burana Queen ‘NO.1’' Tommy Wingreen 

3rd 88 Dendrobium Aussie’s Hi-Lo Tommy Wingreen 

3rd 94a Maxillaria tenuifolia Maria Martins 

HM 101 Maxillaria tenuifolia ‘Yamada’ AM/AOS  Maria Martins  

Ottawa Orchid Society Display 
Photo by Arlene Lang 
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How to Grow the Best in Show May 2026 

Photos by Arlene Lang 

This month’s winner was Cattleya tenebrosa h.f. aurea (‘SVO’ x ‘Thonhauser’s Treasure’) grown by 

Masa Matsuo. It is quite a majestic plant with a lovely colour. It won both Best in Show and Members’ Choice 

– quite impressive! According to Masa it is an easy plant to grow, and he was very glad that finally it bloomed 

in time for the May Show Table. Reminder everyone - if you have something that bloomed between meetings, 

please take pictures, and show it off at the Show and Tell! You should always brag if you bring a beloved plant 

to bloom. 

1. Please tell us how you got the plant and how old it is. Was there anything interesting about its growth? 

I got this plant from Sunset Valley Orchids 10 years ago. Interestingly, all the new growth arrives in the 

fall, not in the spring. 

2. Lighting - is there artificial lighting? If so, what kind, how far from the plant? If not, where is it located in 

terms of sun location? How far back from the window?  

For the first 4 years, I kept it under a grow light. But then it grew too big, so I moved to my bay window - 

west facing. It only gets late evening direct sunlight, but it seems to be growing well. 

3. Water and humidity:  What type of water do you use and during the watering season, how often do you 

water? Is there ever a dry period? What is the humidity around the plant and how do you keep it that way? 

I water it with just tap water once a week. The plant rests in the summer months, so I water it half that 

amount. Once the new shoot shows then I water it the full amount. When the new shoot is fully developed 

around early winter, I just water it a little bit, once a week, or once every 2 weeks. In early spring I slowly 

go back to the normal watering schedule, once a week.  

I have never checked humidity….I am sure it's low, but I don't mist this plant. I only mist plants that are 

under the grow lights. 

4. Temperature - what temperature does it like? And what temperature variation, both night/day and winter/

summer? 

In the wintertime, our temperature is set at 23⁰C, but the window area is a much lower temperature for 

sure. During the very cold days in the winter, I move plants back a bit from the window. This plant is one 

of the species that can handle cooler temperatures during winter months. I reduce watering in the 

wintertime. In the summertime, our temperature is set at 22⁰C with AC. 

5. Fertilizer - what kind of fertilizer do you use. How often do you use it? Is there a time when you do not 

fertilize? 

I use water soluble fertilizer, just 20-20-20 once a week with watering. In the winter I mostly skip giving 

fertilizer. 

6. Do you do anything specific to encourage blooming? 

After the plant reached full growing size, I was still not able to make this plant bloom for 2-3 years. Then I 

found out that its growing pattern is probably similar to that of C. purpurata. I started giving it a dry period 

like I do with Dendrobium nobile. After this, new growth developed. I now stop watering in late winter for 

3 weeks. Since doing this, this orchid flowers between May to June. 
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How to Grow the Best in Show May 2026 (Cont.) 

7. What is the potting mix and how often do you repot it? 

The potting mix is mainly coarse sized Orchiata with the larger sized perlite and charcoal.  

8. If there is anything else you can tell us about the orchid, please let us know. 

This species’ normal flower colour is rusty orange; I was wondering what kind of colour form it would 

take given the alba and aurea parent plants. I thought it would be a more clear yellow flower but this 

colour is more like a lighter brown version! I really don't do anything special for this plant. I think it is an 

easy plant to grow. I was happy to be able to introduce it at the last meeting. It just bloomed right on time!

  

With thanks to Masa for kindly sharing his growing conditions for this lovely orchid. 
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OOS Show Table for May 24, 2026 

ALLIANCE RIBBON 
AWARD 

NAME OF PLANT OWNER 

Cattleya Alliance 
Judged by 
Joyce Medcalf 

1st Cattleya tenebrosa h.f. aurea 
(‘SVO’ x ‘Thonhauser’s Treasure’) 

Masa Matsuo 

2nd Laeliocattleya Chian-Tzy Ostelove ‘CT-Little 
Love’ (Cattleya fournieri x Laeliocattleya Angel 
Love) 

Masa Matsuo 

2nd Epicyclia QF Anika (Epicyclia Serena 
O’Neill x Encyclia cordigera) 

Nick Cox 

 3rd Rhyncattleanthe Telling Lies 
(Rhyncholaeliocattleya Rubescence ‘SVO’  
AM/AOS x Rhyncattleanthe Love Passion 
‘Dogashima’) 

Masa Matsuo 

Cypripedium Alliance 
Paphiopedilum 
Judged by 
Jean Hollebone 

1st Paphiopedilum Saint Swithin (Paphiopedilum 
philippinense x Paphiopedilum rothschildianum) 

Elena Fedorova 

Cypripedium Alliance 
Phragmipedium 
Judged by 
Jean Hollebone 

3rd Phragmipedium dalessandroi Elena Fedorova 

Phalaenopsis Alliance 
Judged by 
André Couture 
  
  

1st Phalaenopsis Baldan’s Kaleidoscope 
(Phalaenopsis Hausermann’s Candy x  
Phalaenopsis Daryl Lockhart) 

Nick Cox 

2nd Phalaenopsis Tariflor Rose (Phalaenopsis Jiuhbao 
Red Rose ‘Monet’ x Phalaenopsis amabilis) 

Tommy Wingreen 

3rd Phalaenopsis ‘Diffusion’ Nick Cox 

Vandaceous Alliance 
Judged by 
André Couture 

1st Chiloschista viridiflava ‘Matha Lampang’ Joyce Medcalf 

2nd Vanda miniata Serge Croteau 

3rd Angraecum didieri Serge Croteau 

Oncidium Alliance 
Judged by 
André Couture 

1st Peaseara Chian-Tzy Lovely (Leomesezia  
Mini-Primi x Oncidium cheirophorum) 

Nick Cox 

2nd Oncidium Splinter (Oncidium sphacelatum x  
Oncidium leucochilum) 

Maria Martins 

3rd Oncidium Twinkle ‘Yellow Fantasy’ (Oncidium 
cheirophorum x Oncidium sotoanum) 

Maria Martins 

Dendrobium Alliance 
Judged by 
André Couture 

1st Dendrobium Hibiki (Dendrobium bracteosum x 
Dendrobium laevifolium) 

Éamonn Tuck 

2nd Dendrobium officinale Tommy Wingreen 

3rd Dendrobium nobile No Name Hybrid Tommy Wingreen 

Cymbidium Alliance 
Judged by 
Joyce Medcalf 

1st Cymbidium Autumn Green  
(Cymbidium Peter Pan x Cymbidium Peetie) 

Ian Philips 
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OOS Show Table for May 24, 2026 (Cont.) 

ALLIANCE RIBBON 
AWARD 

NAME OF PLANT OWNER 

Miscellaneous 
Judged by 
Jean Hollebone 

1st Bulbophyllum rothschildianum Claude Brault 

2nd Bulbophyllum lobbii Maria Martins 

Miniature 
Judged by 
Jean Hollebone 
 

1st {Rhyncattleanthe Lovely Martha 
‘SVO’ (Rhyncattleanthe Fuchs Orange Nuggett x 
Rhyncattleanthe Martha Clarke)} x 
{Rhyncattleanthe Terracotta Beauty FCA 
‘SVO’ (Rhyncattleanthe Sara Wolf x  
Rhyncattleanthe Star Fire)} 

Tommy Wingreen 

2nd {Rhyncholaeliocattleya Memoria Walter Off 
(Rhyncholaeliocattleya Higher Multiplier x  
Cattleya Seagulls Apricot)} x {Cattleya Angel’s 
Fantasy ‘Solar Flair’ FCC/AOS (Cattleya Fire Fan-
tasy x Cattleya Bright Angel)} 

Tommy Wingreen 

Zygopetalinae Subtribe 
Judged by 
Jean Hollebone 

1st Promenaea Ben Berliner ‘Hill Island’ Div. of 
CCM/AOS (Promenaea Limelight x Promenaea 
Crawshayana) 

Jennie McCloskey 

Best of Show Table 
Judged by 
André Couture, 
Jean Hollebone & 
Joyce Medcalf 

Cattleya tenebrosa h.f. aurea 
(‘SVO’ x ‘Thonhauser’s Treasure’) 

Masa Matsuo 

Members’ Choice 
Judged by 
OOS members 

Cattleya tenebrosa h.f. aurea 
(‘SVO’ x ‘Thonhauser’s Treasure’) 

Masa Matsuo 

Best of Show Table and Members’ Choice 

Photos by Arlene Lang 

Masa Matsuo’s Cattleya tenebrosa h.f. aurea (‘SVO’ x ‘Thonhauser’s Treasure’) 
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Cattleya Alliance 

1st 2nd 

2nd 3rd 

Cypripedium Alliance 

Paphiopedilum 

Cypripedium Alliance 

Phragmipedium 

1st 1st 1st 
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Phalaenopsis Alliance 

1st 

2nd 3rd 

Vandacious Alliance 

1st 

2nd 

3rd 
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Oncidium Alliance 

1st 

2nd 3rd 

Dendrobium Alliance 

1st 2nd 

3rd 
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 Cymbidium Alliance 

1st 

Miscellaneous 

Miniature 

Zygopetalinae Sub-tribe 

1st 

1st 

1st 

2nd 

2nd 
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Editor’s Corner:  A Rare Bloom:  Mexipedium xerophyticum 

Photos by Andrea Picher 

As I reflect on the 2025-26 season, one orchid in particular is providing a memorable 

highlight. I am delighted to see my Mexipedium xerophyticum in bloom. This tiny and 

uncommon orchid is related to both Paphiopedilum and Phragmipedium, sharing their 

pouch-shaped flowers while possessing a delicate charm all its own. 

Mexipedium xerophyticum grows exclusively in the region of Los Chimalapas, in the 

Mexican state of Oaxaca and is quite rare. It is the only survivor of an ancient lineage 

with no close living relatives within its genus and is evolutionarily distinct, making it a 

rare window into the early history of slipper orchids. 

Mexipedium xerophyticum spreads by sending out ‘runners’ (similar to strawberry plants) that form new 

plantlets that over time grow their own roots and leaves and eventually mature and bloom. Once a plantlet has 

bloomed, it stops growing but continues to feed the rest of the plant (plantlets that are connected to it). My pot 

initially had three plants (a plant that had already bloomed and two smaller plants that were connected to it via 

rhyzomes). It now has five plants plus two new rhyzomes with tiny plants at the end.  

I bought this particular plant at the Burlington Orchid Show last year rom Zephyrus 

Orchids. I grow it in my Milsbo cabinet where it gets sufficient light and humidity. It is 

potted in medium fir bark and perlite but will need a repot soon. I water it every ten days or 

so with rainwater or distilled water. Some of the leaves of the original plant are turning 

yellow, which could be an indication of overwatering or insufficient fertilizer (lack of 

potassium). I will let it dry out a bit longer than usual and also give it a diluted serving of 

20-20-20 soluble fertilizer every couple of weeks, as well as a top-up of crushed oyster 

shells. Other than that I mostly ignore it.  

I am so excited that this special plant is blooming for me. For many orchid growers, the 

anticipation of a long-awaited bloom is one of the greatest rewards of the hobby. This plant reminded me that 

patience and careful attention (or lack thereof) are often rewarded when we least expect it. After years of 

growing orchids, there is still a special excitement in seeing a rare plant flower for the first time. 

Moments like this are part of what makes orchid growing such a fulfilling journey. There is always something 

new to learn, another challenge to overcome, and occasionally a delightful surprise waiting on the bench (or in 

the Milsbo cabinet). It is that sense of discovery that keeps many of us fascinated year after year. 

Happy growing and please share photos of your blooms on our Orchids Enthusiasts Facebook page Orchid 

Enthusiasts of Ottawa | Facebook throughout the summer.  

Andrea 
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