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Welcome! Upcoming Activities at a Glance

Sunday, May 24, 2026 (fourth Sunday of the month): Wenqing Perner, Hengduan Mountains
Biotechnology Ltd., will be speaking to us about Orchids of China

Tuesday, June 9, 2026: Conservation Committee Meeting
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President’s Message

Join us on Sunday, May 24, 2026, the fourth Sunday of the month, to celebrate a successful season.
We chose this date to avoid the Victoria Day long weekend. I am looking forward to celebrating the
success of Orchidophilia 2026 with all of you. Jan will bring a special cake to mark the occasion.

I am also looking forward to our speaker, Wenqing Perner of Hengduan Mountains Biotechnology Ltd.,
who will speak to us about orchids in China and their cultivation in the West. This is an opportunity not
to be missed.

Orchidophilia is a major fundraising event that sustains the OOS financially for the coming year. To this
end, I would like to thank the members of the Show Committee who spent several months preparing for Orchidophilia
2026 (see page 6). A special thank you goes to Jan Johns for her leadership and hard work in making the Show a success
once again.

I also want to extend my gratitude to the many volunteers who donated their time - without you, Orchidophilia would not
happen. We are also grateful to the Algonquin students who brought such youthful energy to Orchidophilia. We hope to
see some of you again at Orchidophilia 2027.

Thank you to the vendors and visitors of Orchidophilia 2026! It was a pleasure to see so many members of the public
enjoying the displays, and taking the opportunity to attend our workshopsand purchase plants and

orchid-related merchandise.
I would also like to take this opportunity to thank everyone who volunteered throughout the year:
¢ Claude Brault for managing the refreshment table

e Jennie McCloskey, Membership Chair, for welcoming our members

e Pat Boisvert and Jennie McCloskey for organizing and leading the Orchids Discussion Group! Your time,
knowledge, and enthusiasm create such a welcoming space for orchid lovers to learn, share experiences, and grow
together

e Daniel Brumar for leading the Conservation Committee. Your dedication to orchid conservation, education, and
awareness help strengthen our Society’s commitment to protecting these incredible plants and their habitats

e lan Philips and Steve Levick for setting up the technology at the monthly meetings, and Jan Johns for
troubleshooting when things don’t work

e Our AOS judges Joyce Medcalf, André Couture, Jean Hollebone and Marie-Josée Bergeron for judging Show
Table plants and providing cultural and educational guidance related to specific plants

o Julia Parshina for setting up and coordinating the Show Table
e Arlene Lang for capturing beautiful photographs of our Show Table ribbon winners for our newsletter, Spike

o Eamonn Tuck and Rob Vanderheyden for transmitting the Show Table results via Zoom, making it possible for
our virtual attendees to enjoy the orchids

¢ Tina Furano and Candida Quast for seeking out beautiful orchids for our monthly Raffle Table

o Erin Perri, Jan Johns, Hessalene Attong and Pat Boisvert for organizing our speaker series - a great deal of behind-
the-scenes work is involved

e Brian Peever and Doug Vye for selling raffle tickets, conducting the draw, and lending a hand wherever needed
e Monique Savard and Jean-Guy Cyr for their assistance in organizing our storage locker!

[ understand that many of you lead busy lives, and I am grateful for the time you dedicate to making the Ottawa Orchid
Society a welcoming place where we can share our enthusiasm for growing orchids in our homes and gardens and protect
our native orchids.

Thank you also to all members who join us at our monthly meetings, whether in person or via Zoom. It is always a
pleasure to connect and chat with fellow orchid enthusiasts. I look forward to seeing you at Sunday’s meeting!

Andnea



Program Updates 2026

Members Meeting, Sunday, May 24, 2026, 2:00 p.m. to 4:30 p.m.

In May, we are meeting on the 4th Sunday of the month to avoid the May long weekend. This meeting will be
a hybrid meeting. The Zoom registration link will be sent out approximately one week before the meeting.
Please remember that this is only a registration link. Once approved as a paid-up member, you will receive
the meeting link. Please note that you must register by Saturday, May 23, 2026. Registrations are
accepted manually and there may not be time to approve and send you the meeting link on Sunday morning.

Location: This year all of our meetings will be held in Hall F, Nepean Sportsplex, 1701 Woodroffe
Avenue; DOOR 2 (at the rear). Enter Door 2 and go through the next door to your right, and take the
stairs to Hall F, overlooking Arena 2. The elevator is to your left upon entering Door 2.

==l Join us for our final meeting of the 2025-26 season to hear Wenqing Perner of

- Hengduan Mountains Biotechnology Ltd. speak via Zoom on Orchids in China and
their Cultivation in the West: Exemplary Species of Cymbidium, Cypripedium and
Paphiopedilum in China in the Wild and their Cultivation Abroad. She is an excellent
speaker and an authority on Chinese species and their culture. Each year she gives a

{ tour in China highlighting conservation efforts.

Wengqing works for Huanglong National Park as Senior Advisor for nature
conservation. She is also an [UCN SSC (International Union for Conservation of
Nature Species Survival Commission) Orchid Specialist Group expert and [UCN SSC China Species
Specialist Group expert. Together with her late husband Dr. Holger Perner, she established Hengduan
Mountains Biotechnology Ltd. The company is mainly engaged in the propagation of Paphiopedilum

and Cypripedium, and exports their products to Europe, America, Canada, Japan, Australia and other
countries. It is the only commercial nursery that can export CITES Appendix | Paphiopedilum from China.
We hope you will take advantage of the Fall ordering from Hengduan Mountains Biotechnology Ltd. with
their unique offerings including Cymbidium and many terrestrial species.

This month we also celebrate our members’ accomplishments at Orchidophilia 2026 as well as the great work
of all our volunteers. We will be drawing the 5 winners of a free 2026-2027 membership from the volunteer
list. We will have the usual Show Table, raffle and refreshments (with the annual volunteer cake). Members,
please bring your plants to the Show Table by 1:40 p.m. to allow time for judging. If you are feeling
unwell, please join us via Zoom.

Jan foline
Program (Committee

Coroplast Signs - Return

If you posted road signs for the Show, they should all be removed from the streets by now. Please bring the
signs to the meeting on May 24, 2026, for storage. Or you can drop them off at Jean Hollebone's carport at
1176 Castle Hill Crescent anytime before the meeting. It would be very helpful if you could clean the front
and back of the plastic with a damp cloth.

Thank you for helping to publicize the meeting. The signs really help.
Jean Follebone



Orchids Discussion Group - Update

This final session (May 14, 2026) has brought together everything we’ve explored through the orchid care
series, with a focus on reflection, sharing, and learning from the recent show season. Whether you participated
in a show, visited one, or simply cared for your orchids at home, this is a chance to pause and recognize your
progress. Every experience matters, from successful blooms to plants that are still finding their rhythm.

Orchid shows can be both exciting and challenging. Many growers learn a great deal from preparing plants for
display, transporting them safely, and observing how they perform under different conditions. If you attended
or exhibited, it can be helpful to reflect on what worked well and what felt difficult. These experiences often
provide useful lessons for future care, and hearing from others helps build a shared understanding of what
supports healthy, thriving plants.

After a show or any period of stress, orchids often benefit from a simple recovery period. This usually means
giving them time to settle, avoiding extra feeding right away, and checking carefully for any signs of stress or
pests. Gentle attention, such as cleaning leaves, ensuring proper watering, and keeping plants under
observation, goes a long way. If new plants were acquired or returned from a show, it is also a good idea to
keep them separate for a short time before reintroducing them to the rest of your collection.

Looking ahead, this is also a good moment to think about next steps in your orchid growing journey. You
might focus on helping a plant rebloom, trying a new variety, or simply improving consistency in care.
Growth in orchid growing is gradual, and progress often comes from small adjustments over time. The most
important takeaway is that everyone is still learning, and sharing experiences both successes and setbacks, is
part of what makes the process rewarding.

Wishing you all a wonderful summer ahead!

Pat Bocovert and YJeanie Me(losliey
Orctiid Discassion Groug.

Show-and-Tell

This is a reminder that we will hold a Show-and-Tell during the break at our monthly meetings. Do you have
a picture of your favourite orchid that came into bloom between meetings? Do you have a picture of an orchid
you would have brought to the Show Table, but can’t this month? We want to see all the orchids you are so
proud of. As these will NOT be judged, photos can be submitted up to the Friday (May 22, 2026) before
the Sunday meeting. Please include:

e Your name;

e The name of the orchid; and

e A very brief sentence on growing conditions (e.g., is it grown under LED lights, in a southeast
window, above a tub of water for humidity? Why does it do so well for you?).

Please send good quality pictures in an email (separate emails for each orchid please) to Jan Johns at
janet.johns@sympatico.ca. I will compile them into a slideshow. They may even get into Spike or on our
Facebook and Instagram pages!
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Thank You to the Orchidophilia 2026 Show Committee

e Show Chairs: Joyce Medcalf (Chief Judge & Clerk Organizer) & Jan Johns (Vendor/Exhibitor Contact
& Layout)

e Algonquin College Liaison: Tommy Wingreen

e Admissions: Andrea Picher
e Online Sales: Jennie McCloskey
o Exhibits:
0 Monique Savard (OOS Display)
¢ Ann Smutylo with Erin Perri (Fragrance Display)
o Eamonn Tuck (Photography and OSBA Display)
e Volunteer Co-ordinator: Nick Cox
e Registration: Jan Johns, Jennie McCloskey, Rob Vanderheyden and Ian Philips
o Hospitality (Volunteers and Vendors): Claire Cooney
e Ribbons & Trophies: Jean Hollebone with Julia Parshina
o Loading /Unloading at site and locker: Serge Croteau
o Loading/Unloading at site and Site Supervisor/Floor Manager: Jean-Guy Cyr
e Membership & Raffle Draws: Jennie McCloskey & Ethan Ackermann
e Orchid Care: Claude Brault
0 Guide/Tours/Raffle Plants: Barbara Wysocka
0 Workshops: Doug Vye, Andrea Picher, Jennie McCloskey and Jean Hollebone
0 OOS Plant Sales: Brian Peever
¢ Plant Hotel: Gwen Wong
0 Photography: Eamonn Tuck and Arlene Lang
0 Algonquin Welding Exhibit: Eamonn Tuck
e Publicity:
Production of Poster: Jan Johns (photo by Rob Vanderheyden)
Printing (Posters), Coroplast sign distribution: Jean Hollebone
Business Contacts in Ottawa and Region (Florists, Garden Shops): Jean Hollebone
Society Contacts, Seniors, Photography Clubs, Horticulture Clubs: Jean Hollebone/Claire Cooney
Contact of Internet sites (tour guides/bulletins), TV and Radio: Claire Cooney
Chinese Newspaper Ads: Arlene Lang

S O

Social Media: Erin Perri and Andrea Picher
e Treasurer: Serge Croteau
e Credits

¢ Slide Show: Suvarna Desai

0 Website: Hang Tran



Grow Stand and Plants for Sale

Due to downsizing my orchid collection, I am selling a two-shelf growing setup made of:

o Two 8x2 foot shelves made of pine and plywood

e Includes four 2x4 foot x 6" hydroponic trays

e 10 monios-L T5 grow LED lamps, 60 watts per lamp
e Eggtray

o Asking $600

The following plants are also for sale:

Brassavola nodosa, specimen size, 2 feet in diameter, either Susan Fuchs
FCC/AOS, or Mendenhall AM/AOS, $250.

e Cattleya Sea Breeze, 'Fellrath's Pride', 18" diameter, HCC/AQS,
blue, fragrant, $150.

o Paphiopedilum lowii, $100

e Brassolaeliocattleya Myrtle Beach 'Newberry' AM/AOS x Brassolaeliocattleya Lake Murray
'Mendenhall' AM/AOS, 6" pot division, red, very fragrant, $30.

e Nepenthes maxima, alata, possibly rafflesiana elongata, all 3 for $60.

If interested contact Robert St-Jean at 819-592-6302, or by email at str973 11 (@gmail.com.



mailto:str97311@gmail.com

Conservation Corner: Upcoming Field Trips

4 We have some field trips planned this spring, brought to you by the OOS Conservation
Committee. These trips are a great way to appreciate our native orchid species in the wild.

% Our first trip will be a double feature to Shaw Woods to see Yellow Lady’s Slippers,
followed by Deep River to see hundreds of Pink Moccasin Flowers. This will take most
of the day on Saturday, June 6, 2026 (rain date is June 7). We will facilitate carpooling if
needed. Details to come.

For our second trip, we will be returning to the Purdon Conservation Area to see the

yprledium reginae thousands of Showy Lady’s Slippers on Saturday, June 27, 2026, at 10:00 a.m. (rain date

Photo by Andrea is June 28).
Picher

If you are interested in these field trips, e-mail me at DB_4321@yahoo.com with “O0S
Field Trips” in the subject line.

Dancel Bramarn

Spike Editor Needed

Want to learn about orchids? Do you love to write? Are you creative? Then you may be interested in becoming
the next editor of the OOS Spike Newsletter! We would like your help if you:

like to write, including reviews of YouTube channels, and/or articles
have editing and proofreading skills
create visually appealing and engaging newsletters

are comfortable with using software and tools for editing, publishing, and managing newsletters,
e.g., Microsoft Publisher or Apple Pages, and

can meet deadlines.

You would be required to attend monthly Board meetings via Zoom from August to June, usually a week
before our members meetings. If you are interested, please contact Andrea Picher via email at
andreapicherl@gmail.com.
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The Canadian Orchid Congress is looking for your Photographs for this Year’s Calendar

In the past, several of our members have had their photos featured in the Canadian Orchid Congress Calendar,
which goes on sale each fall. The calendar includes important dates for the orchid community, along with
growing tips and cultural advice for both beginners and experienced growers alike.

We encourage you to submit your photos! Here are the details:

DEADLINE JULY 6, 2026

Submissions are only open to COC Member Societies and their individual members: we need your email
address, your mailing address and the name of your Society.

You can submit up to five images per person to info@canadianorchidcongress.ca.

Please send one image per email, with ‘COC Calendar 2027’ in the subject line.

Each image must be 300 dpi or higher and be print ready.

Maximum file size is I0MB.

Only send images photographed by yourself (where you are the photographer).

Landscape format is preferable for this type of project.

Please do not submit digitally altered files.

The image must be of orchids or orchid habitat and can be orchids you have grown or native orchids
in-situ with a focus on the flowers.

Pay attention to the background, it should be as neutral as possible. You can use a black/dark material to
cover the background/pot.

Please include the name (species and genera) of the orchid in the body of the email.

By submitting an image for COC Calendar, you are giving COC permission to use the image for the calendar
or as promotion material for the calendar, on the website and social media.

Along with the images you submit, send us your growing tips.

Good luck!
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The Toronto AOS Judging Centre

The Toronto AOS Judging Centre meets on the first Saturday of every month, except in August when the
meeting is held on the 1* Sunday for ‘SUMMERFEST".

The meeting is held at:
Toronto Botanical Garden
777 Lawrence Ave. East
Toronto, ON M3C 1P2
Everyone is welcome!
Judging meetings
e The meetings start at 10:00 a.m. with education, and AOS judging beginning at 1:00 p.m.
¢ Plant registration takes place from 10:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m.
Judging
o Plants are registered; the Registrar will provide the necessary help.
o Participants must have the full name of the plants (plants with no name cannot and will not be judged).

 Participants must bring a clonal name to assign to the awarded plants (the clonal name is anything the owner
chooses; the clonal name must be provided at the judging session).

NOTE:
 Plants must be clean and without pests.

e While plants are being judged, participants are not allowed to make comments or to intervene; if there
are any questions, these can be answered after judging.

e You do not have to stay all day. You can be phoned when your plant is ready for pick up.

Joyce Wedealy

Tolumnia Jairak Rainbow (Tolumnia Tsiku Vanessa x
Tolumnia Catherine Wilson)
Photo by Arlene Lang
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The Montréal Judging Centre

The Montréal Judging Centre extends an open invitation to the members of the Ottawa Orchid Society to
attend its judging sessions. The Centre meets every month on the third Saturday (except in December when the
meeting will be held on the second Saturday). The next meeting will be held on June 20, 2026, and will
include a presentation by Shirley Ting Jin on Dendrobium sections Densiflora and Holochrysa.

Plants Awarded at Les Orchidophiles de Québec, ‘Orchidofolie 2026’ Show and Sale
Photography: Philippe Jolivet

Phalaenopsis Yaphon Black Snake ‘Magie Noire’
AM/AOS 85 points
Owner: Lise Grenon

Phalaenopsis Ching Ann Mary ‘Etoile polaire’
HCC/AOS 75 points
Owner: Eric Dumont

11



The Montréal Judging Centre (Cont.)

Grammatophyllum (Jairak Tiger x elegans)
‘Manu’s Orchids’
HCC/AOS 78 points
Owner: Manu’s Orchids

xHolcosia Taiwaniana ‘Jardin botanique de Montréal’
HCC/AOS 76 points
Owner: Jardin botanique de Montréal

12



The Montréal Judging Centre (Cont.)

Cattlianthe Hsiang-Yu Red Pearl ‘Dragon Fly’
CCM/AOS 84 points
Owner: Patricia Caris

Phalaenopsis japonica ‘Marie-Blanche’
Judges Commendation/AOS
Owner: Sylvie Croteau

13



The Montréal Judging Centre (Cont.)

Catasetum planiceps ‘Jardin botanique de Montréal’
CCM/AOQOS 85 points
Owner: Jardin botanique de Montréal

Catasetum Carmenbaranda Panama ‘Manu’s Orchids’
AM/AOS 81 points
Owner: Manu’s Orchids

14



The Montréal Judging Centre (Cont.)

Exhibit ‘Enfin Le Printemps’
Show Trophy and Silver Certificate ST/AOS 87 points
Owner: Les Orchidophiles de Montréal

Plants Awarded at Orchidophilia 2026 - Ottawa

Exhibit — ‘Gilberte Bensoussan, 40 années de dévouement’
Show Trophy and Silver Certificate
Owner: Les Orchidophiles de Montréal
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The Montréal Judging Centre (Cont.)

Bulbophyllum scarubelum var. scarubelum
‘Jardin botanique de Montréal’
CCM/AOS 85 points
Owner: Le Jardin botanique de Montréal

Gongora histronica ‘Jardin botanique de Montréal’
HCC/AOS 78 points
Owner: Le Jardin botanique de Montréal

16



Highlights from Orchidophilia 2026

' N Michael MacConaill Trophy Winner
Best in Vanda Alliance 1* Place in Class 150

1" Place in Class 69a Ryncholaeliocattleya Diana’s Rubies
Chiloschista viridiflava ‘Vermeer’s Velvet” AM/AOS
‘Matha Lampang’ Exhibited by Ravenvision

Exhibited by Joyce Medcalf

Best Orchid Photography

Best Ottawa Orchid Society Hans Bode Trophy Winner
Photograph and 2" Place in Class 69a

1* Place in Class 151 Chiloschista parishii
Cypripedium Michael Exhibited by Claire Cooney

Exhibited by Arlene Lang
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Orchidophilia 2026 (Cont.)
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2" Place in Class 4 Display of 26 or more Orchid Plants

F Exhibit
Exhibit by Ottawa Orchid Society ragrance Bxabl

3" Place in Class 2 Display of 6-15 Orchid Plants
Exhibited by Sylvie and Serge Croteau

COC Trophy Winner

1* Place in Class 1

Display of 1-5 Orchid Plants
Exhibited by Julia Parshina
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Orchidophilia 2026 (Cont.)

Dave Cooper Trophy Winner

Best Educational Exhibit, Orchids of the Ottawa Area
1* Place in Class 6

Exhibit by the Ottawa Orchid Society Conservation Committee

2" Place COC Trophy Class
2nd Place in Class 2 Display of 6-15 Orchid Plants
Exhibited by Barabara Wysocka

Display by Algonquin College’s Welding and
Fabrication Techniques Program

Exhibit created by Eamonn Tuck, Callie Cormier,
Azriel Kolenchuk and Stacey Edmondson
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Editor’s Corner: The Many Faces of Cattleya Orchids

This write-up was inspired by the many Cattleya-type blooms at Orchidophilia 2026. While I do not have
many Cattleyas in my collection, I greatly admire their blooms and decided to purchase three additional plants
at Orchidophilia 2026.

Guarianthe aurantiaca is a species orchid that has been on my wish list for some time. Formerly known as
Cattleya aurantiaca, it is a stunning orchid well known for its vivid orange blooms and delicate fragrance.
Native to Mexico, Guatemala, El Salvador, Honduras, and Nicaragua, it thrives best in bright, indirect light,
ideally with a few hours of morning sun while avoiding direct afternoon rays. It prefers a well-draining,
coarse orchid mix to prevent root rot.

Cattlianthe Little Hazel (Cattlianthe Hazel Boyd x Cattleya Psyche), another Orchidophilia purchase, is a
popular compact hybrid that [ have wanted to add to my collection for some time. I especially admire its
vibrant red flowers. It was blooming when I purchased it but unfortunately dropped its flowers shortly
afterward. I have since repotted it and hope it will grow new roots. Like Guarianthe aurantiaca, it prefers
bright, indirect light and a well-draining, coarse orchid mix.

The third Cattleya-type orchid I purchased is a small primary hybrid named Laeliocattleya Camargo
‘Ecuagenera’ (Laelia anceps % Cattleya coccinea). 1 already have a Laelia anceps in my collection and love
its flowers, but I find its size and climbing growth habit difficult to manage. I look forward to seeing some red
Laelia-shaped blooms from this little hybrid. This plant did not have any flowers and, like the Little Hazel,
has a poor root system, which is quite common with bare-root imports. The little plant has several new
growths and will hopefully produce new roots in the coming weeks.

Generally, Cattleya-type orchids thrive best in bright, indirect light and prefer a well-draining potting mix.
They appreciate a warm, humid environment during the growing season, with temperatures around 70—85°F
(21-29°C). During their rest period, usually after blooming, slightly cooler temperatures and reduced watering
help encourage new growth and future blooms. They also benefit from regular fertilizing with a balanced
orchid fertilizer, especially during the growing season, along with good airflow around the plant. In an indoor
growing space, a fan would likely provide sufficient air movement.

Patience and consistent care are key. Watering when the top inch of the medium feels dry and fertilizing
regularly with a balanced orchid fertilizer will support healthy growth. With proper attention, your Cattleya
will reward you with a spectacular display of flowers.

Recognizing that the above are general guidelines, I will continue to look for additional details about the
environments in which these plants naturally grow, including information about the parents of the hybrids. I
will also carefully observe these newcomers, along with my other purchases, so I can adjust light levels,
temperature, and watering as needed to give them the best chance to thrive in my environment.

For the time being, they reside in an Ikea Rudsta cabinet equipped with a diffuser and grow lights until I am
certain they did not bring along any unwanted pests or diseases before I introduce them to the rest of my
collection.

Andnea Picther
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