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Welcome! Upcoming Activities at a Glance 

Thursday, October 9, 2025:  Orchids Discussion Group. 

Tuesday, October 14, 2025:  Conservation Committee Meeting. 

Sunday, October 19, 2025:  OOS Monthly Meeting:  Andrew Geimar from Roehampton Orchids will teach us 

                                              how to care for Phragmipediums in a home environment.   

 

September 2025 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 1   Labour Day 2 3 4 5 6    

7 8    9    10   7:30 p.m. 
Conservation 
Committee 
Meeting 

11    12 13 

 

14   7 p.m. 

OOS Board 

Meeting 

15    

 

16    17 

 

18    19 20 

21   2 p.m. 

OOS Monthly 

Meeting 

22 

 

23 24 25 

 

26 
 

27    
 

28    

 

29  

Spike Deadline 

30    1   October 2    3 4 
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Presidentôs Message 

 

Welcome to our new and returning members for an exciting 2025-26 season. I hope you enjoyed the beautiful, 

hot summer this year.   

I am looking forward to serving as your President for the coming term, as well as to working with the new 

Board of Directors. I am pleased to introduce your new Board comprised of many familiar faces as well as a 

few new ones:  

In August, we once again had an opportunity to order orchids from Hengduan Mountains Biotechnology Ltd. 

combined with a pre-order from Manuôs Orchids (order deadline September 28, 2025). Pick-up information 

will be sent out once the orchids have arrived.  

This year, we have an exciting line-up of speakers. Jean Hollebone will open the season with her talk on the 

Orchids of Newfoundland. In October, Andrew Geimar from Roehampton Orchids will be giving a talk on 

how to grow Phragmipediums in a home environment. Pre-order information will be sent out before the 

meeting. In November, Camille Cormier from Ladybug Phytoprotection, Montr®al, will offer biological 

options for pest control, and in December, we will once again hold our Holiday Celebration. 

Our Orchids Discussion Group and Conservation Committee will continue throughout the season. We are also 

in the process of planning several workshops for this fall and winter/spring 2026. If you are interested in a 

particular topic, please let us know. Last season we offered our repotting workshop, a mounting workshop and 

Doug Vye guided us through setting up a mini terrarium. After the workshops, attendees usually go for lunch 

at a nearby restaurant for an opportunity to get to know each other in a social setting. 

This season, we will continue the work to transition to the new óOntario Non-Profit Corporation Act (ONCA)ô. 

In this context we will review and update OOS bylaws to ensure they comply with the requirements of ONCA. 

As noted in Jan Johnsô Presidentôs Message of September 2024, ñas members, you will be asked to review the 

changes and approve them at a formal meeting or provide a proxy vote to one of the Board members.ò  

I look forward to seeing you at our meeting at the Nepean Sportsplex on Sunday, September 21, 2025, at 

2:00 p.m.  

 

Andrea 

 

¶ Jan Johns, Vice-President and COC Representative ¶ Serge Croteau, Treasurer 

¶ Claire Cooney, Secretary ¶ Jenny McCloskey, Membership Chair 

¶ Doug Vye, Past President ¶ Erin Perri, Program Chair 

¶ Joyce Medcalf, AOS Representative ¶ Daniel Brumar, Conservation Chair 

¶ M®lanie Charbonneau, Social Media Chair ¶ Andrea Picher, President and Newsletter Editor 
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Program Updates 2025-2026 Season  

Meeting Time:  Sunday, September 21, 2025, 2:00 p.m. to 4:30 p.m.   

This meeting will be a hybrid meeting. The Zoom meeting invite will be sent separately.  

Location:  Hall F, Nepean Sportsplex, 1701 Woodroffe Avenue; DOOR 2 (at the rear). Enter Door 2 

and go through the next door to your right, and take the stairs to Hall F, overlooking Arena 2. The 

elevator is to your left upon entering Door 2.  

This year all our meetings will be held at the Nepean Sportsplex in Hall F (Door 2 at the rear) on the third 

Sunday of the month from September 2025 to March 2026. We do not hold a meeting in April 2026, as the 

Show keeps us busy. In May, we will meet on the fourth Sunday of the month for our final meeting of the 

year to avoid the May long weekend.  

If you are not feeling well, please attend via Zoom. The Zoom registration link is sent out approximately a 

week before each meeting. Please remember that this is only a registration link. Once approved as a paid 

member, you will receive the meeting link. 

We will have the usual Show Table, raffle and refreshments with a break to chat and to visit our ñAsk Me 

Anythingò experts. Members, please bring your plants to the Show Table by 1:40 p.m. to allow time for 

judging.  

Join us for our first meeting of the 2025-26 season! We regret that the talk by Wenqing Perner on the Orchids 

of China is postponed. However, you will not be disappointed as Jean Hollebone (AOS, OOS) will speak 

on The Amazing Orchids of Newfoundland. Newfoundland is a province rich in native orchids, with around 

three dozen species which mostly bloom in a short three-week window in late June and early July. In 2025, 

the Native Orchid Conference hosted a three-day seminar combined with two intensive days of field trips to 

view many of them in bloom. Jean will describe some of the major habitats and the abundant orchids found 

there.  

Jean needs no introduction for most of our members. She is a long-time member and volunteer in the Ottawa 

Orchid Society. She has held many positions including President and has just retired from the Board as 

Program Director. She is also an AOS judge based in the Toronto Judging Centre. Active in the AOS since 

2012, she has served in many positions:  Trustee, Secretary, Vice-President, and Chair or member of many 

AOS Committees. Recently, she has reduced her duties to heading the Awards Committee which solicits and 

disperses honours to deserving AOS volunteers. With fewer responsibilities, Jean now has time to travel and 

has enjoyed several trips exploring orchids in their native habitats. Jean believes that the more we understand 

about how orchids grow in nature, the better we can apply that knowledge to enhance the growing conditions 

and the blooms of the orchids we love to grow. We are very grateful to Jean for stepping forward to give her 

talk to us in September rather than in May 2026, when it was originally planned. 
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Program Updates 2025-2026 Season (Cont.) 

We have a great lineup of speakers for you this year: 

Show-and-Tell 

A reminder that we will hold a Show-and-Tell during the break at our monthly 

meetings. Do you have a picture of your favourite orchid that came into bloom 

between meetings? Do you have a picture of an orchid you would have brought to 

the Show Table, but canôt this month? We want to see all the orchids you are so 

proud of. As these will NOT be judged, photos can be submitted up to the 

Friday (September 19, 2025) before the Sunday meeting. Please include: 

¶ Your name;  

¶ The name of the orchid; and 

¶  A very brief sentence on growing conditions (e.g., is it grown under LED 

 lights, in a southeast window, above a tub of water for humidity? Why does it 

          do so well for you?). 

Please send good quality pictures in an email (separate emails for each orchid please) to Jan Johns at 

janet.johns@sympatico.ca. I will compile them into a slideshow. They may even get into Spike or on our 

Facebook and Instagram pages! 

Welcome to Our New Members 

We are delighted to welcome the following new members to our Society. The Society has so much to offer and 

opportunities to learn, so we hope you take full advantage of activities and events available to you. 

¶ Cathy Adamson (member # 1539) 

¶ Christine Denis (member # 1540) 

Jennie McCloskey,  

Membership Chair 

Date Title  Speaker 

October 19, 2025 Phragmipedium Species and Hybrids Andrew Geimar 

Roehampton Orchids 

November 16, 2025 Beneficial Insects for Pest Control Camille Cormier 

Ladybug Phytoprotection 

December 21, 2025 Holiday Gathering Short Member Presentations 

Annual OOS Trivia Challenge 

January 18, 2026 Mycorrhiza:  The importance of fungi in 

the conservation of orchids 

Dr. Melissa McCormick of the 

Smithsonian Environmental  

Research Centre 

February 15, 2026 TBA  

March 15, 2026 TBA  

May 24, 2026 TBA  

Cycnodes Jumbo Micky 
(Cycnoches Jumbo Dragon 
x Mormodes badia)  
Photo by Arlene Lang 

mailto:janet.johns@sympatico.ca
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Orchids Discussion Group - Update 

The ODG meetings were a great success over the last season and will continue with 

monthly meetings on Zoom (preregistration is required). Our next meeting is scheduled 

for Thursday, October 9, 2025, at 7:00 p.m.  

In preparation for the ODG meetings, you may submit your questions or desired 

discussion topics in advance to Pat Boisvert, ODG Chair at pat.g.boisvert@gmail.com.  

The Plant Corner 

If you have problems with a plant and are looking for help, send close-up pictures of 

the plant along with a brief description and any questions you have. We will dedicate 

15 minutes to identify the problem and potential solutions. There will be time to discuss 

two plants per meeting.  

Jennie McCloskey will email the question/topic list to OOS Members one week before 

the ODG meeting date once the meeting dates are determined, along with the link for registration. 

We hope you will enjoy participating in the ODG. We look forward to seeing many of you at these meetings.  

Pat Boisvert  

ODG Chair 
 

The Ottawa Orchid Society Needs Your Help - Volunteers Needed 

We have several opportunities for members to get involved in the management of the OOS (Board Members), 

as well in assisting with various functions at our monthly meetings.  

Refreshments at Meetings 

We are looking for someone who enjoys planning, organizing and setting up cake and cookie buffets, as well 

as preparing coffee and teas at our monthly membersô meetings starting at the October meeting.  

You would have to arrive early at our monthly meetings to allow for sufficient time to set up. You would be 

responsible for:  

¶ buying milk and cookies, including gluten-free cookies (provide receipts to the Treasurer for 

reimbursement); 

¶ ensure there are sufficient supplies, including paper cups, teas, coffee and sugar, etc.; 

¶ prepare the coffee and hot water for tea; 

¶ set out the goodies, cups, sugar and milks (keeping gluten-free items separately); 

¶ at the end of the meeting, pack the coffee and hot water urns and supplies in the bin and tidy the 

space. 

This position could be covered by two people to make sure that we are able to cover all the meetings. 

If you are interested please contact Andrea Picher by email via andreapicher1@gmail.com.  

 

Vanda Sansai Blue -  
Classic Pink 
Photo by  
Arlene Lang 

mailto:pat.g.boisvert@gmail.com
mailto:andreapicher1@gmail.com
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The Ottawa Orchid Society Needs Your Help - Volunteers Needed (Cont.) 

Photographer for the Zoom Show Table and Back-up Show Table Photographer for Meetings Required 

We also need one or two photographers who is/are familiar with technology to cast a live video of the Show 

Table judging results to our Zoom attendees. £amonn Tuck has been doing this for us each meeting but may 

not be available for all meetings this year.  

You must have: 

¶ A laptop that can log into Zoom onsite (we have WiFi access) and has a USB outlet for the wireless 

microphone (supplied by OOS). 

¶ A camera with enough resolution to cast a decent video to the laptop. 

¶ Some kind of device to ensure that the camera is stable during the Show Table results. 

¶ Experience with photography. 

If you are an expert photographer, you may also be asked to stand in occasionally for our regular Show Table 

photographer, Arlene Lang. 

If you are interested, please contact Jan Johns janet.johns@sympatico.ca who can also connect you with 

£amonn and/or Arlene for more information. 

Show Table Coordinator 

Would you like to assist at our monthly meetings and at the same time learn more about the various genera of 

orchids, as well as getting to know which orchids our various members are growing? We have an opportunity 

for someone who can assist the judges at our Show Table each month. 

You would attend all Board Meetings (via Zoom a week before each meeting)  and be responsible for: 

¶ Bringing all the Show Table materials (ribbons, rosettes and plant identification sheets (for plant 

names and owner)) to each meeting in a timely fashion. 

¶ Storing the materials between meetings (picking up and delivering to storage lockers). 

¶ Replenishing the materials as needed under judgeôs advice. 

¶ Assisting members to place their orchids on the Show Table with the guidance of judges. 

¶ Checking which judges will be available for the monthly meeting and reporting to the Board. 

Please note:  This is a position that could be filled by two people to make sure that all meetings can be 

covered. 

If you are interested, please contact andreapicher1@gmail.com.  

 

 

mailto:janet.johns@sympatico.ca
mailto:andreapicher1@gmail.com
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The Ottawa Orchid Society Needs Your Help - Volunteers Needed (Cont.) 

Ontarioôs Not-for-Profit Corporations Act (ONCA) 

Saving the best for last! Ontarioôs Not-for-Profit Corporations Act (ONCA) has replaced óOntarioôs 

Corporations Actô. The OOS will have to update its Articles of Incorporation and its bylaws to comply with 

ONCA as soon as possible.  

We are looking for members who would be interested in joining a committee whose task it will be to review 

and update OOS governing documents, including articles, bylaws and amendments to comply with ONCA. We 

would like your help if you:  

¶ Have a legal/paralegal background  

¶ Have knowledge/experience in non-profit administration 

¶ Have knowledge/experience in drafting regulatory amendments 

If interested, please contact Andrea at andreapicher1@gmail.com. Thank you! 

 

Plant Sales at Membersô Meetings 

Members who are planning to sell orchids, companion plants, orchid supplies and/or equipment at monthly 

membersô meetings, please read and follow the guidelines below. 

Guidelines: 

There will be no member sales of plants when a vendor is selling at the meeting. Please check the Spike 

Newsletter or the website to confirm. You can also send an email to membership@ottawaorchidsociety.com. 

¶ All orchids must be without pests.  

¶ All orchids must be well rooted and healthy.  

¶ Only orchids, orchid supplies and equipment, as well as orchid companion plants, e.g., carnivorous 

plants (butterworts, pitcher plants), air plants, etc., may be sold at membersô meetings. If you are not 

sure, please contact the Board by sending an email to membership@ottawaorchidsociety.com. 

¶ Members may only sell a maximum of 20 items (plants, companion plants and supplies) at a time.  

¶ Please provide one small bag for each orchid that is for sale. 

¶ Each plant must have two plastic tags:  

¶ One tag with the plant's full name, and  

¶ A second tag with the sellerôs name, contact information (e.g., phone number), and the sale price. 

NOTE:  If there are any plant and/or insect issues, the purchaser must contact the seller no later than seven 

days after the plant was purchased. It is expected that the seller will respond to and deal with any insect and 

other plant issues related to the plants sold at membersô meetings. 

If a Board Member or one of the Judges deems an item is unfit for sale due to disease or pests, they can remove 

it from the sales table and notify the seller, indicating the problem. Anyone else who notices disease or pests 

on a plant that is for sale can bring it to the attention of a Board Member or a Judge who has the right to 

remove plants. 

 

mailto:andreapicher1@gmail.com
mailto:membership@ottawaorchidsociety.com
mailto:membership@ottawaorchidsociety.com
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Orchidophilia 2026 ï Poster Photo Contest 

As you know, we prepare a poster for our annual Orchid Show each year with a picture of one of our 

memberôs plants. In the past we have used a picture of one of our wonderful Show Table Photographers, which 

we will continue to do. However, we know there are some great photographers amongst our members, and we 

would like to include your photographs in the choices offered to our Show Committee. 

Guidelines 

¶ The photo must be taken of an orchid by you. Please provide the correct plant name. 

¶ Photos must be high resolution please (300 dpi). If you submit directly from your phone, your phone 

may automatically reduce the size of the photo. I will let you know if there are problems.  

¶ Please make sure the file size is less than or equal to 10 MB. 

¶ The background must be consistent. We will only be using the flower, so the background will be 

removed. A single-colour background would be best. 

¶ You may submit up to three photos ï but in separate emails. 

Submit your pictures to Jan Johns (janet.johns@sympatico.ca) by October 31, 2025. You will receive an 

email indicating that your photo(s) has been received. If you do not receive a return email within 24 hours, 

please send an email to janet.johns@sympatico.ca without the photo to check if it has been received or not. 

Please note, the only reward is bragging rights! You will be credited on the poster and receive our sincere 

thanks and recognition at a meeting and in Spike. 

Jan Johns 

Vice- President 
 

 

mailto:janet.johns@sympatico.ca
mailto:janet.johns@sympatico.ca
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The Toronto AOS Judging Centre  

The Toronto AOS Judging Centre meets on the first Saturday of every month, except in August when the 

meeting is held on the 1st Sunday for óSUMMERFESTô. 

The meeting is held at:  

Toronto Botanical Gardens 

777 Lawrence Ave. East 

Toronto, ON M3C 1P2 

 Everyone is welcome!  

Judging meetings 

¶  The meetings start at 10:00 a.m. with education, and AOS judging beginning at 1:00 p.m. 

¶  Plant registration takes place from 10:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. 

Judging 

¶ Plants are registered; the Registrar will provide the necessary help. 

¶ Participants must have the full name of the plants (plants with no name cannot and will not be judged). 

¶ Participants must bring a clonal name to assign to the awarded plants (the clonal name is anything the 

owner chooses; the clonal name must be provided at the judging session). 

NOTE:  

¶ Plants must be clean and without pests. 

¶ While plants are being judged, participants are not allowed to make comments or to intervene; if 

there are any questions, these can be answered after judging.  

¶ You do not have to stay all day. You can be phoned when your plant is ready for pick up.   

Joyce Medcalf 

 

Thank You from Toronto Judging Centre 

On behalf of the judges of the Toronto Judging Centre, I would like to thank the Ottawa Orchid Society. Your 

generous donation will assist the Centre with the operational costs of running the Judging Centre. 

Thank you and please forward our appreciation to your executive and members at the next opportunity. 

Sincerely,  

Pat Vuurman (Treasurer TJC) 
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The Montr®al Judging Centre  

The Montr®al Judging Centre extends an open invitation to the members of the Ottawa Orchid Society to 

attend its judging sessions. The Centre meets every month on the third Saturday (except in December when the 

meeting will be held on second Saturday). The meeting is held at the Jardin botanique de Montr®al (JBM) 

(Montr®al Botanical Garden) in the Main building. The first fall meeting will be on September 27, 2025 with a 

presentation on Dendrobium speciosum by C®dric Anne.  

André Couture 

Plants awarded at Les Orchidophiles de Montr®al ñOrchidExpo 2025ò 

Photos by Philippe Jolivet 

Dendrobium Chanthaboon Sunrise óRising Phoenixô 
AM/AOS 80 points 
Owner:  Phan Anh 

 
 
 

 

  

 

Dendrobium Stardust Orange óOrangeô 
CCM/AOS 85 points 
Owner:  Serge Le Blancq 
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The Montr®al Judging Centre (Cont.) 

 
Lycaste Rakuhoku óLa Dame en Roseô 
AM/AOS 84 points  CCM/AOS 85 points 

Owner:  Michel Couture 

   

Phragmipedium Elizabeth March óJardin botanique de Montr®alô 
AM/AOS 83 points 

Owner :  Jardin botanique de Montr®al 
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The Montr®al Judging Centre (Cont.) 

 
Display by Corvione, Couture, Roy and Mireault óFernand Le B¾cheronô 

Silver Certificate 87 points 

 
  

Display by Les Orchidophiles de Montreal óDerni¯re Minuteô 

Silver Certificate 88 points 

AOS Show Trophy 
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The Montr®al Judging Centre (Cont.) 

Plants awarded at Orchidophilia 2025  

Photos by Philippe Jolivet 

Fredclarkeara Chee Chong óMemoria Monique V. Royô 
AM/AOS 81 points  CCM/AOS 81 points 

Owner:  Nicole Roy 

 

  
 

  

Phalaenopsis Kobayachi Baru óAndr® Dub®ô 
HCC/AOS 76 points 

 

  
 

  

Phalaenopsis KS Happy Eagle óSyneaô 
AM/AOS 83 points 
Owner:  Synea Tan 
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Paphiopedilum White Madonna óBasiaô 
HCC/AOS 77 points 

Owner:  Barbara Wysocka 

 
 
 
 

 

  

 

  

The Montr®al Judging Centre (Cont.) 

 

Display Les Orchidophiles de Montr®al óLa Toupie de Minuitô 
Silver Trophy 87 points 

AOS Show Trophy 
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Thank You Letter from the Montr®al Judging Centre 

 

                July 1, 2025 

Mrs. Andrea Picher 

President 

Ottawa Orchid Society  

 

Madame President, 

On behalf of the Montr®al Judging Centre, I would like to sincerely thank the Ottawa Orchid Society for its 

generous donation. 

As in previous years, your donation will help us cover the various expenses we incur in meeting our obliga-

tions to the American Orchid Society. We would not be able to fulfill our mandate as efficiently without the 

support of organisations such as yours. The Centre will continue to be actively involved with your Annual Or-

chid Show, and we are looking forward to another successful Show in 2026. 

 

Yours truly, 

 

 

Laura Bonnell 

Chair, Montr®al Judging Centre 

MONTR£AL JUDGING CENTER   
(CENTRE DE JUGEMENT ï MONTR£AL) 

 
MONTR£AL - QU£BEC - CANADA  

Winner of Class 93b 

Lycaste Birthday Girl  

(Lycaste campbellii óGreen Miteô AM/AOS x 

Lycaste brevispatha óCosta Ricaô) 

Hessalene Attong  

First Place Ribbons at Orchidophilia 2025 - OOS Members 

Winner of Class 151 

Cypripedium Michael  

(Cypripedium macranthos x Cypripedium henryi)   

Arlene Lang 
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First Place Ribbons at Orchidophilia 2025 - OOS Members (Cont.)  

Winner of Class 10  

Epidendrum radicans 

Hessalene Attong 

Winner of Class 17 

Cattlianthe White Bridal óYukiô 

(Cattleya Angelwalker x Cattlianthe Tuft) 

Tommy Wingreen 

Winner of Class 22 

Cattleya walkeriana 

Julia Parshina 
Winner of Class 33b 

Paphiopedilum White Madonna  

(Paphiopedilum niveum x  

Paphiopedilum acmodontum) 

Barbara Wysocka 

Winner of Class 51 

Phalaenopsis Brother Sara Gold 

(Phalaenopsis Sara Lee x Phalaenopsis Taipei Gold) 

Monique Savard 

Winner of Class 53 

Phalaenopsis Chiada Stacy 

(Phalaenopsis Caribbean Sunset x Phalaenopsis  

Sunrise Red Peoker) 

Claude Brault 
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First Place Ribbons at Orchidophilia 2025 - OOS Members (Cont.) 

Winner of Class 46 

Phalaenopsis Anna-Larati Soekardi 
(Phalaenopsis pulcherrima x 

Phalaenopsis parishii) 

Monique Savard 

Winner of Class 40 

Phragmipedium Zapatilla de la Virgen 

(Phragmipedium humboldtii x  

Phragmipedium warszewiczianum) 

Marie-Jos®e Bergeron  

Winner of Class 54c 

Phalaenopsis No Name Hybrid 

Chantel Hutter 

Winner of Class 54d 

Phalaenopsis No Name Hybrid (Harlequin) 

Hessalene Attong 
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First Place Ribbons at Orchidophilia 2025 - OOS Members (Cont.) 

Winner of Class 54a 

Phalaenopsis No Name Hybrid 

Ann Smutylo 

Winner of Class 54b 

Phalaenopsis No Name Hybrid 

Steve Levick 

Winner of Class 59 

Angraecum didieri 

Tommy Wingreen Winner of Class 67 

Vanda falcata 

Monique Savard 

Winner of Class 70b 

Brassia Rex (Brassia verrucosa x  

Brassia gireoudiana) 

Maria Martins 

Winner of Class 75 

Tolumnia Jairak óPink Ladyô 

M®lanie Charbonneau  


