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Welcome! Upcoming Activities at a Glance 

Wednesday, August 27, 2025:  Spike Deadline. Please submit your articles and notices by this date. Thank you. 

Thursday, September 11, 2025:  Conservation Committee Meeting. 

Sunday, September 21, 2025:  OOS Monthly Meeting.  
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Board of Directors  
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Jennie McCloskey  613-731-5918  
jenjm777@gmail.com  
 
Secretary  
Claire Cooney    
claire.cooney@mcgill.ca 
 
Treasurer  
Serge Croteau    
Serge.Croteau@rogers.com 
 
Membership  
Jennie McCloskey  613-731-5918  
jenjm777@gmail.com  
 
Program Director  
Jean Hollebone   613-226-2395  
jean@hollebone.ca  
 
Program Co-Chair 
Hessalene Attong 
hessalene@gmail.com 
 
AOS Representative  
Joyce Medcalf   613-852-2279  
joycemedcalf@gmail.com  
 
COC Representative  
Jan Johns    613-253-1996  
janet.johns@sympatico.ca  
 
Conservation Representative  
Daniel Brumar  
DB_4321@yahoo.com  
 
Social Media Chair 
M®lanie Charbonneau 
mvcharbonneau@gmail.com 
 
Newsletter Editor   
Andrea Picher 
andreapicher1@gmail.com 
 
Mailing Address  
Ottawa Orchid Society  
12 Huntwood Court 
Ottawa, ON K1V 0R2  
membership@ottawaorchidsociety.com  
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Presidentôs Message 

Now we are finally into a great summer. The weather could not have been better, and I am 

sure you are out in your gardens on a regular basis. 

Ron McHattonôs talk on orchid blooming was very interesting to those who have a variety 

of orchids that stubbornly refuse to bloom. Sometimes the location in oneôs house or 

solarium provides the subtle but needed environmental changes without us even knowing. 

But more often, those using artificial lights or living in evenly-heated and air-conditioned 

houses need to both know about and then provide the triggers required for blooming. Ron 

has made sure that the presentation is available to all on the AOS website (see page 4) just in 

case you forgot a few things! 

Our May meeting was a joyful end of year experience celebrating the members of our Society. Congratulations 

to Henry Steger and Doug Vye for their Lifetime Achievement Awards. These are so well deserved 

(see page 5). We also celebrated the volunteers who make our Society run smoothly, those who assisted at 

Orchidophilia 2025 (see May Spike) and at our monthly meetings (see page 5). It does take a village of like-

minded people to keep us on track and provide the education and opportunities for our members. Those of you 

who volunteer can have an influence on our path as a Society. 

I have been President for the last four years and while it is work, it is joyful work; it is shared work and I thank 

all of you who have made it so. We have managed to make it through the pandemic and come out the other 

side in a good position with many new members and the ability to reach out virtually to those who cannot 

attend our monthly meetings in person. The OOS Board Members (see page 4) are a wonderful team to work 

with. Each and every one contributes to the Societyôs smooth running. I am very happy to hand over the 

Presidentôs position to Andrea Picher and grateful to her for stepping up. It was my original intention to stay on 

as Past President to provide support from the first year. However, as Jennie McCloskey, our current 

Vice President, is stepping back due to personal issues, I will take that position temporarily to provide support 

until we have another candidate ready to step up. I would particularly like to thank Jennie for her dedication, 

her expert assistance and analysis and her efficiency as Vice President. Claire Cooney and Serge Croteau have 

already shown their dedication to the Board in many ways and will round out the new Executive well. Their 

term will begin as of July 1, 2025. 

Have a great summer with family and friends and come back in September rejuvenated. Many thanks for your 

support over the last years, and I look forward to seeing you all at our September meeting.   

Jan Johns 
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Program Updates 2025  

On Sunday, August 3, Andrea Niessen from Orquivalle, Colombia will be coming to OrchidFest at the 

Toronto Botanical Garden, at the corner of Lawrence Avenue East and Leslie Street. As the guest speaker, she 

will be giving two presentations:   

¶ Colombia:  the land of Cattleyas 

¶ Miniature Orchids from Colombia 

Please see page 20 for a detailed program for the event. 

2025-2026 Season 

Over the summer the Program Committee will be working on the program for the coming year. Stay tuned for 

a great lineup of speakers this fall.  

Did you miss Ron McHattonôs Talk on Why Wonôt It Bloom? 

Well ï no worries. His talk is available on the American Orchid Society Website as a webinar. It is an open 

webinar, which means you do not have to be an AOS member to watch it. Even if you have now forgotten 

everything he told us, you can go back and watch it and take notes. It is worth it! 

¶ Go to the AOS Webinar site at https://www.aos.org/orchids/webinars. 

¶ Search for the webinar that took place in March 2025:  Why Wonôt It Bloom? by Ron McHatton. 

Click on WATCH NOW. You will have to register with your name and email, then the webinar will 

begin. 

Winners of the Orchidophilia 2025 Volunteer Raffle 

While we thank all the volunteers at Orchidophilia 2025, we do want to congratulate those who won a free 

membership for the 2025-26 year. 

¶ Marie-Jos®e Bergeron 

¶ Arlene and Janet Lang 

¶ Steve Levick 

¶ Julie Nixon 

¶ Monique Savard and Jean-Guy Cyr 

Next year it could be you! Save the date:  Saturday, May 2, and Sunday, May 3, 2026. 

Ottawa Orchid Society Board Members 

We are very grateful for all the work that the 2023 - 2025 Board members have done over the last two years. 

This group has consistently reached over the bar to serve our members. Thank you for making a difference in 

our Society. 

¶ Jan Johns ï President and COC Representative 

¶ Jennie McCloskey ï Vice President and Membership Chair 

¶ Pam McLennan and Claire Cooney ï Secretary 

¶ Doug Vye and Serge Croteau ï Treasurers 

¶ Jean Hollebone and Hessalene Attong ï Program 

¶ Joyce Medcalf ï AOS Representative 

¶ Andrea Picher ï Spike Editor 

¶ M®lanie Charbonneau ï Social Media  

https://www.aos.org/orchids/webinars
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Congratulations to the Executive Team Acclaimed at the May 2025 Members Meeting 

¶ Andrea Picher ï President 

¶ Jan Johns ï Vice President 

¶ Claire Cooney ï Secretary 

¶ Serge Croteau ï Treasurer 

This group will begin the work of building the 2025ð2027 Board as of July 1, 2025. 

Volunteers Who Assist at Monthly Meetings 

It takes quite a community to run our meetings. A big shout-out to those who attend every meeting and make 

sure it runs smoothly. Many thanks for your consistent service. Some of these positions may need to be filled 

in September, so please watch for the emails. 

¶ Orchids Discussion Group ï Pat Boisvert, Jennie McCloskey 

¶ Online Assistance ï Pat Boisvert, Sophie Trahan 

¶ Techie Crew ï Ian Philips, Steve Levick, Ethan Ackermann, £amonn Tuck 

¶ Judges ï Joyce Medcalf, Jean Hollebone, Andr® Couture  

¶ Refreshments ï Gwen Wong 

¶ Raffle ï Ethan Ackermann, Andrea Picher, Tina Furano, Candida Quast 

¶ Ask Me Anything Experts ï Joyce Medcalf, Margaret Haydon and others 

¶ Growing Together Group Leaders ï Hessalene Attong, Jennie McCloskey, Nick Cox 

¶ Conservation Walks/Activities ï Daniel Brumar, Jean Hollebone, Nick Cox 

¶ Show Table Photography ï Arlene Lang, £amonn Tuck 

¶ Website ï Hang Tran 

 

 

Dendrobium secundum  
Photo by Andrea Picher 
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Lifetime Achievement Awards  

 

 

 

Congratulations to Henry Steger on his  
Lifetime Achievement Award 
Photo by Arlene Lang 

Congratulations to Doug Vye on his  
Lifetime Achievement Award 
Photo by Arlene Lang 

Dendrobium draconis 
Photo by Andrea Picher 
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Conservation Corner:  Field Trips - Spring 2025 

This spring, OOS members came along on three field trips.   

On the Burnt Lands trip in May, we had a great turnout despite the cold, rainy 

weather. Ken Allison showed us the Yellow Lady's Slippers and the tiny 

Ram's Head Lady's Slippers (Cypripedium arietinum), and many other unique 

alvar plants. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Nick Cox generously hosted a small group of us on the Deep River field trip. We hiked through the properties 

full of Pink Lady's Slippers (Cypripedium acaule) that could soon be destroyed, and had some good 

discussions about orchid ecology, conservation, and development.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Cypripedium arietinum 
Photo by Ken Allison 

Cypripedium parviflorum 
Photo by Daniel Brumar 

Photo by Daniel Brumar Photo by Daniel Brumar 

Cypripedium acaule 
Photo by Andrea Picher 

Cypripedium acaule 
Photo by Daniel Brumar 

Beautiful grouping of 

Cypripedium acaule 

Photo by Andrea Picher 

Photo by Daniel Brumar 
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Conservation Corner:  Field Trips - Spring 2025 (Cont.) 

Jean Hollebone led a group of all new OOS members on a wonderful trip to the Purdon Conservation Area. 

The weather was perfect. Both the Showy Lady's Slippers (Cypripedium reginae) and the Pitcher Plant 

blooms were in peak condition. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Pitcher Plant bloom 
Photo by Karen Aubin 

Cypripedium reginae 
Photo by Karen Aubin 

Grouping of Cypripedium reginae 

Photo by Karen Aubin 

Zooming in on a group of  
Cypripedium reginae 
Photo by Karen Aubin 

These field trips are a great way to get outside, get to know other OOS members, and learn about the amazing 

orchids in our area. I hope you will join us next summer! 

Daniel Brumar 

Conservation Chair 
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The Canadian Orchid Congress Calendar is back and is looking for your Photographs! 

We have had several of our membersô photos featured on the pages of the COC Calendar which is for sale in 

late fall. It includes all manner of dates important to the orchid community and cultural tips and tricks for both 

newbies and experts. 

We encourage you to submit your photos!  Here are the details:  

DEADLINE JULY 6, 2025 

¶ Submissions are only open to COC Member Societies and their individual members:  we need your email 

address, your mailing address and the name of your Society. 

¶ You can submit up to five images per person to info@canadianorchidcongress.ca. 

¶ Please send one image per email, with óCOC Calendar 2026ô in the subject line.  

¶ Each image must be 300 dpi or higher and be print ready. 

¶ Maximum file size is 10MB. 

¶ Only send images photographed by yourself (where you are the photographer). 

¶ Landscape format is preferable for this type of project. 

¶ Please do not submit digitally altered files. 

¶ The image must be of orchids or orchid habitat and can be orchids you have grown or native orchids  

     in-situ with a focus on the flowers. 

¶ Pay attention to the background, it should be as neutral as possible. You can use a black/dark material to 

cover the background/pot.  

¶ Please include the name (species and genera) of the orchid in the body of the email. 

By submitting an image for COC Calendar, you are giving COC permission to use the image for the calendar 

or as promotion material for the calendar, on the website and social media. 

Along with the images you submit, send us your growing tips. 

Good luck! 

mailto:info@canadianorchidcongress.ca
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The Montr®al Judging Centre  

The Montr®al Judging Centre extends an open invitation to the members of the Ottawa Orchid Society to 

attend its judging sessions. The Centre meets every month on the third Saturday (except in December when 

the meeting will be held on the second Saturday). The meeting is held at the Jardin botanique de Montr®al 

(JBM) (Montr®al Botanical Garden) in the Main building.  

André Couture 

Orchidophilia 2025 in Pictures 

Photos by Cari Hauraney 
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OOS Show Table For May 25, 2025 

ALLIANCE RIBBON 
AWARD 

NAME OF PLANT OWNER 

Cattleya Alliance 
Judged by 
Andr® Couture 

1st Cattlianthe White Bridal óYukiô (Cattleya 
Angelwalker x Cattlianthe Candy Tuft) 

Monique Savard 

2nd {Epidendrum Fantasy Valley (Epidendrum 
Joseph Glow x Epidendrum Crystal Valley) 
x Epidendrum Liberty Valley (Epidendrum 
Secret Valley x Epidendrum Lion Valley)} 

Nick Cox 

2nd Cattleya Crystelle Smith óNathanôs Rewardô 
HCC/AOS (Cattleya Beaufort x Cattleya 
loddigesii) 

Jean Hollebone 

3rd Epidendrum Comet Valley (Epidendrum 
Wonder Valley x Epidendrum  
Happy Valley) 

Nick Cox 

3rd {Epidendrum Flamingo Valley (Epidendrum 
Sakura Valley x Epidendrum Oriental  
Valley) x Epidendrum Rose Valley 
(Epidendrum Queen Valley x Epidendrum 
Crystal Valley)} 

Nick Cox 

Cypripedium Alliance 
Paphiopedilum 
Judged by 
Andr® Couture 
  

1st Paphiopedilum Hung Sheng Langur 
(Paphiopedilum Lady Isobel x  
Paphiopedilum Hung Sheng Eagle) 

Steve Levick 

2nd Paphiopedilum philippinense Serge Croteau 

2nd Paphiopedilum Yi-Ying Tricolor Crystal 
(Paphiopedilum Red Maude x  
Paphiopedilum Lovely Green) 

Hessalene Attong 

3rd Paphiopedilum Saiun (Paphiopedilum  
sukhakulii x Paphiopedilum wardii) 

Steve Levick 

3rd Paphiopedilum GXAAS Light 
(Paphiopedilum spicerianum x 
Paphiopedilum Yi-Ying Colorful Clouds) 

Monique Savard 

3rd Paphiopedilum villosum h.v. boxalli Monique Savard 

Phalaenopsis Alliance 
Judged by 
Andr® Couture 
  
  

1st Phalaenopsis equestris óOrangeô Nick Cox 

2nd Phalaenopsis equestris f. alba Claude Brault 

2nd Phalaenopsis Mainshow Blue Tint 
(Phalaenopsis Lioulin Bluebird x 
Phalaenopsis KS Blue Ludde) 

Steve Levick 

2nd Phalaenopsis No Name Hybrid Krystyna Miedzybrodzka 

2nd {Phalaenopsis Almanis (Phalaenopsis 
mannii x Phalaenopsis tetraspis) x 
Phalaenopsis Zheng Min Tyrannosaurus 
(Phalaenopsis Zheng Min Etching x 
Phalaenopsis Kungôs Red Cherry)} 

Hessalene Attong 

3rd Phalaenopsis Meidarland Kaiulani 
ó584ô (Phalaenopsis Princess Kaiulani x 
Phalaenopsis KS Happy Eagle) 

Claude Brault 
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OOS Show Table for May 25, 2025 (Cont.) 

ALLIANCE RIBBON 
AWARD 

NAME OF PLANT OWNER 

Phalaenopsis Alliance 
Judged by 
Andr® Couture   

3rd Phalaenopsis Baldanôs Kaleidoscope 
(Phalaenopsis Hausermannôs Candy x 
Phalaenopsis Daryl Lockhart) 

Nick Cox 

Vandaceous Alliance 
Judged by 
Andr® Couture 

1st Chiloschista parishii Claude Brault 

2nd Gastrochilus japonicus Claude Brault 

Oncidium Alliance 
Judged by 
Jean Hollebone 
  

1st Oncidium sphacelatum Maria Martins 

2nd Oncostelopsis Brazilian Sun óSambaô  
(Oncidopsis Pacific Waters x Oncostele Sunup) 

Olga Pripotneva 

2nd Miltonidium Guann Shin Rouge 
óRubyô (Miltonidium Memoria Mary Kavanaugh 
x Oncidium Firecracker) 

Maria Martins 

2nd Oncidopsis Crimson Pride (Oncidopsis  
Pacific Waters x Oncidium Petite Shine) 

Olga Pripotneva 

3rd Miltoniopsis Lennart Karl Gottling óRed 
Rimô (Miltoniopsis Timberline x  
Miltoniopsis Pearl Ono) 

Olga Pripotneva 

3rd Tolumnia Jairak Flyer óLady in Redô AM/AOS 
(Tolumnia Jairak Firm x Tolumnia Jairak  
Rainbow) 

Dante Di Domenicantonio 

  

Dendrobium Alliance 
Judged by 
Andr® Couture 

1st Dendrobium Roongkamol Vejvarut (Dendrobium 
Dawn Maree x Dendrobium formosum) 

Tommy Wingreen 

2nd Dendrobium No Name Hybrid Julia Parshina 

Masdevallia Alliance 
Judged by 
Jean Hollebone 

1st Masdevallia ventricosa Daniel Brumar 

Miscellaneous 
Judged by 
Jean Hollebone 
  

1st Maxillaria tenuifolia óYamadaô AM/AOS Maria Martins 

2nd Zygolum Louisendorf grex óRhein Moonlightô 
AM/AOS (Zygosepalum labiosum x  
Zygopetalum Artur Elle) 

Ian Philips 

Miniature 
Judged by  
Jean Hollebone 

1st Pomatocalpa angustifolium Serge Croteau 

2nd Dendrobium trinervium Claude Brault 

2nd Bulbophyllum macranthum Claude Brault 

3rd Tolumnia Jairak Flyer óCartoonô (Tolumnia Jairak 
Firm x Tolumnia Jairak Rainbow) 

Olga Pripotneva 
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Memberôs Choice Comments 

Chosen for being well grown with gorgeous color and very floriferous. 

OOS Show Table for May 25, 2025 (Cont.) 

ALLIANCE RIBBON 
AWARD 

OWNER NAME OF PLANT 

Best of Show Table 
Judged by 

Andr® Couture & 
Jean Hollebone 

Chiloschista parishii Claude Brault 

Memberôs Choice 
Judged by 
Janet Johns 

Miltonidium Guann Shin Rouge óRubyô (Miltonidium 
Memoria Mary Kavanaugh x Oncidium Firecracker) 

Maria Martins 

Memberôs Choice 

Maria Martins with her  
Miltonidium Guann Shin Rouge óRubyô  

(Miltonidium Memoria Mary Kavanaugh x Oncidium 
Firecracker), accompanied by Jean Hollebone 

Photos by Arlene Lang 

Cattleya Alliance 

1st 

Best of Show Table  

Claude Brault with his Chiloschista parishii,  

accompanied by Jean Hollebone 
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 Cattleya Alliance (Cont.) 

2nd 2nd 

Cypripedium Alliance 

Paphiopedilum 

3rd 3rd 

1st 2nd 
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Cypripedium Alliance 

Paphiopedilum 

2nd 3rd 

3rd 3rd 

Phalaenopsis Alliance 

1st 
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Phalaenopsis Alliance 

2nd 2nd 

2nd 2nd 

3rd 

3rd 


