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Welcome! Upcoming Activities at a Glance
Sunday, May 25, 2025: OOS Monthly Meeting.

Saturday, May 31, 2025, at 10:00 a.m.: Field Trip to Burnt Lands Provincial Park to see Yellow Lady’s
Slippers. See page 10 for details.

Saturday, June 21, 2025 (raindate is June 22) at 10:00 a.m.: Field Trip to the Purdon Conservation Area to see
Showy Lady’s Slippers. See page 10 for details.
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President’s Message

Wasn’t that a party! This year’s Orchidophilia ran smoothly and happily due to the many
volunteers and organizers involved. This activity, together with our membership fees,
supports the work of our Society throughout the year. So many thanks to all of those
involved. First, the Show Committee (see list page 11) who have worked tirelessly since
November to get the event ready. If you see them at the meeting or elsewhere, please thank
them for their dedication. Secondly, our Algonquin Student volunteers from Tommy
Wingreen’s Horticultural Program were a well-oiled machine working wherever they were
needed. Thirdly, the Algonquin College staff, headed by Laura Dimic who looked after every
need including the needs for the Rogers TV team. Finally, our 36 volunteers who signed up for duty and were
there to help. We had a total of 75 members and Algonquin students volunteer at the Show.

We are also grateful for all the vendors who attracted orchid lovers to our Show, brought us offerings for our
own collections and provided displays for the public. Once again, we had four visiting Societies provide us
with beautiful displays: Les Orchidophiles de Montréal always brings a stunner, but the Southern Ontario
Orchid Society, the Orchid Society of the Royal Botanical Gardens and Les Orchidophiles de Québec compete
with our own local Ottawa Orchid Society Display and our Fragrance Display. Locally we had our Ikebana
schools contribute their stunning arrangements, and the Ottawa Society of Botanic Artists provided an artistic
addition. Together with our AOS judges, we had an additional 62 volunteers from other organizations and
Societies.

Our Ottawa Orchid Society Display this year had over 70 member orchids of excellent quality. In addition, I
was delighted to see that four of our own members entered their own displays. Many thanks to all of you who
submitted plants, photographs and prepared displays. Congratulations to all of our winning plants, photographs
and exhibits (see pages 14 to 20).

Last, but not least, a huge thank you to Angela Martins who donated OOS branded glasses for all volunteers —
such a generous donation (see page 9).

Please make sure to return all coroplast signs (see page 5). These are quite expensive and are re-used every
year.

[ hope you will all come to the last meeting of the season to celebrate our success and the outcome of the
volunteer raffle for five free memberships for the 2025-26 year. There will be cake! We will also hold our
biennial elections. Please see pages 6 to 8 for details. We will hear about orchid walks that will take place this
summer, and of course we will enjoy hearing from Ron McHatton who will tell us how to get those reluctant
orchids to bloom.

See you on May 25.

Jan Johae



Program Updates 2025

Meeting Time: Sunday, May 25, 2025, 2:00 p.m. to 4:30 p.m.

Location: Our meeting is back in Hall F, Nepean Sportsplex, 1701 Woodroffe Avenue; DOOR 2 (at
the rear). Enter Door 2 and go through the next door to your right, and take the stairs to Hall F,
overlooking Arena 2. The elevator is to your left upon entering Door 2.

Join us as we meet again with one of our favourite experts, Ron McHatton. Last time he joined us in person,
he had us on the edge of our seats as he answered many, many questions on culture about any and all orchids.
He is both entertaining and extremely knowledgeable. Ron is the Chief Education and Science Officer for the
American Orchid Society (AOS). He gives regular “Greenhouse Chats” on the AOS webinar series and is the
Editor of Orchids Magazine, the monthly publication of the AOS. This month, he will be giving a
presentation via Zoom called Why Won't It Bloom? He will speak about the specific conditions required by
the some of the more popular orchid genera to promote blooming, and he says that blooming is not due to
fertilizer! Many of us can get our Phalaenopsis to bloom, but other orchids can be trickier. At our May
meeting we will learn their secrets.

This month we have the biennial elections and we will celebrate the accomplishments of our members and
volunteers at Orchidophilia 2025. We will have the usual Show Table, raffle and refreshments with a break to
chat with your ‘Growing Together’ leaders and visit our ‘Ask Me Anything’ experts. Members, please bring
your plants to the show table by 1:40 p.m. to allow time for judging. If you are feeling unwell, please join us
via Zoom.

Show-and-Tell

A reminder that we will hold a Show-and-Tell during the break at our monthly meetings. Do you have a
picture of your favourite orchid that came into bloom between meetings? Do you have a picture of an orchid
you would have brought to the Show Table, but can’t this month? We want to see all the orchids you are so
proud of. As these will NOT be judged, photos can be submitted up to the Friday (May 23) before the
Sunday meeting. Please include:

¢ Your name;
e The name of the orchid; and

e A very brief sentence on growing conditions (e.g., is it grown under LED lights, in a southeast
window, above a tub of water for humidity? Why does it do so well for you?).

Please send good quality pictures in an email (separate emails for each orchid please) to Jan Johns at
janet.johns@sympatico.ca. I will compile them into a slideshow. They may even get into Spike or on our
Facebook and Instagram pages!

Jas Johae

President
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Orchids Discussion Group (ODG) Recap: What Makes an Orchid an Orchid?

Our last ODG session was a special one, we welcomed several new members who joined the Society at the
Show and the lively and engaging session explored a fundamental question: What makes an orchid an orchid?

Understanding what sets orchids apart from other plants helps demystify why they grow the way they do and
what they need to thrive. The discussion began with a look at the unique structure of orchid flowers. Unlike
typical garden flowers, orchids have a distinctive setup: three sepals, three petals (with one transformed into a
striking ‘lip’ or labellum), and a fused reproductive column. This structure plays a key role in how orchids
attract and interact with pollinators in nature.

We also looked at orchid growth habits. Some grow vertically (monopodial), like Phalaenopsis and Vandas,
producing leaves and flowers along a central stem. Others grow horizontally (sympodial), like Cattleyas,
Dendrobiums, and Oncidiums, forming new shoots from the base of older ones - often with pseudobulbs or
canes to store water and nutrients.

We finished the session with general care tips. These were shared as starting points, with the reminder that
every orchid is different. That’s why we encourage beginner growers to chat with other Society members and
or consult detailed care sheets from trusted sources like the Canadian Orchid Congress (COC) and the
American Orchid Society (AOS).

Quick Care Tips for Beginners:
Light: Bright, indirect sunlight works well for many orchids. A sheer curtain can help filter direct rays.

Watering: When in doubt, wait a little! Many common orchids hate soggy roots. Water once the potting mix
feels dry. That said, there are some that cannot dry during their growth period, so remember to look up your
specific plant.

Feeding: Use a balanced orchid fertilizer. The rule of thumb: ‘weakly, weekly’.
Observe: Leaves and roots are your orchid’s way of communicating. Keep an eye on their color and texture.

A big thank you to everyone who participated and shared their experiences. These informal ODG sessions are a
great way to learn from one another and grow confidence with these fascinating plants. We look forward to
seeing you next year!

On behalf of Jenny and myself, I wish you a wonderful summer.

Pat Bocosvent

Coroplast Signs - Return

Thank you to all who posted road signs to advertise our Show. Please bring the signs to the May meeting or
you can drop them off in Jean Hollebone’s carport (1176 Castle Hill Cres., just off Maitland) at any time. No
need to take them apart. Each sign costs about $10 to replace so we like to reuse them from year to year.

Thanks for your help.

Jean Follebone
Program (Chain



May 2025 Elections

Our Constitution calls for an election every two years for the Executive positions of President, Vice President,
Secretary and Treasurer. Claire Cooney (Secretary), Serge Croteau (appointed Treasurer) and

Jennie McCloskey (Vice President) are eligible to stand for their positions again and will do so. However,

Jan Johns (President) has served two terms and is ineligible to stand for election again. This position must be
filled.

Elections will be held at the May meeting. The Chair of the Nomination Committee is Doug Vye. He is in the
process of finding three members who are not interested in standing for the Executive to assist him. The
Committee will search out and accept nominations from members in good standing for all positions. Those
interested in one of the Executive positions (particularly the President) should submit their names to the
Committee through membership@ottawaorchidsociety.com, together with the names of three members in
good standing who will support their nomination. The election will be held on May 25, 2024.

Job Descriptions for Executive Positions

President

The President will:

1.

10.

Oversee the organization and operations of the Society to ensure that all activities are within the objectives
of the Constitution and reflect positively upon the reputation of the Society.

Preside at all regular monthly meetings, keeping the members informed and the business to a minimum.

Preside at all Board Meetings. The agenda of the Board Meetings shall be set by the President in
conjunction with other Board members and shall, as a minimum, include a report from each Board
member present at the meeting.

Delegate authority. A prime responsibility of the President is the proper selection and appointment of
committees, committee chairs and other Society staff positions.

Serve as ex-officio member of all committees and attend as many committee meetings as possible.
Actively participate in the Show Committee to ensure that the Society’s interests are properly and fully
represented in this important part of the Society’s activities.

Communicate with the Board members between meetings so that they are all aware of important issues
affecting their area of responsibility.

With the Treasurer, ensure that the monthly meeting venues are secured, any workshop meeting venues
are secured, and work with the Show Chair(s) to secure the venue for Orchidophilia, the annual Show.

Think ahead. Make certain that planning and work on all Society activities are initiated far enough in
advance to ensure the best chance of completion and success.

Innovate. Continue to examine the structure and activities of the Society to determine if they are workable
and desirable. Initiate new procedures and projects if warranted. Ensure the Society Constitution is
reviewed by the Board at least once every two years and amended if necessary.

Be approachable. Remember that all Directors, Committee members and Members are volunteers and that
participation in the Society should be an enjoyable and rewarding experience.
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May 2025 Elections (Cont.)

11. In conjunction with the more experienced members of the Society, attempt to raise the levels of
knowledge and experience of newer members as high as possible.

12. At the completion of your term as President, continue to participate in the Board Committee in the role of
Past President, to help provide continuity in the running of Society affairs.

Updated December 2024

Vice President

The Vice President will:

1. Carry out the duties of the President as required when the President is absent including hosting of monthly
member meetings and chairing the monthly OOS Board meeting.

2. Assist with the conduct of OOS monthly meetings. The VP shall ensure that all necessary equipment for
meetings is safely stored. A list of the equipment and its location should be maintained. In addition, the
VP should ensure that the raffle runs smoothly and ensures that a file is kept of income and expenditures
and report the funds to the Board as needed. This can be delegated to another officer on the OOS Board.

3. Participate in monthly OOS Board meetings and hold regular discussions with the President between
meetings to ensure that the direction and activities of the Society are robust and targeted to both keep our
members engaged and attract new members.

4. Conduct any other duties as assigned by the President.
Updated December 2024

Secretary

The Secretary will:

1. Record the minutes of the monthly Board Committee meetings and distribute them to Board members.
Maintain the Minutes and records of past meetings.

2. When necessary, send out correspondence on behalf of the Board, and report back about any
communication received.

3. As part of the Board committee, participate in the decision-making process on behalf of the Society.
4. When possible, provide a verbal reminder to Board members of the monthly Board meetings.

5. Send the Minutes to the Board by email in advance of the meetings, as a time saver and as a reminder of
the meeting date.

Updated April 2003

Treasurer
The Treasurer will;

1. Collect, record, deposit, and invest all funds of and due the Society, in the Society’s name in a financial
institution. These funds may include money resulting from membership dues, plant sales, draws, auctions,
shows, donations or other sources.

2. Prepare budget projections for discussion and approval at the annual budget meeting of the Board.

3. Disburse funds according to budget directions approved by the Board.
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4. Maintain all accounts (in electronic ledger and register of receipts justifying expenses), and other financial
records current and complete. Reconcile Monthly Bank Statements with records.

5. Provide periodic reports on the Society’s finances at Board meetings.
6. Consult with the Show Chair to establish the budget, expenses and profit forecast for the Annual Show.

7. Provide an annual financial statement by end of Society financial year (June) for review. The reviewed
financial report is subsequently provided to the OOS Board for acceptance, published in Spike and must be
accepted by the membership at a monthly meeting.

8. Attend monthly meetings of the Board committee. If unable to attend, provide important information
regarding the program activities and status to another member of the Board

Updated December 2024

Welcome To Our New Members

Orchidophilia 2025 was a great success this year. We are delighted to welcome the following new members
who discovered us at the Show. Thank you to Ethan Ackermann, our welcoming face at the Show.

We are happy to have you in our Society and we hope you take full advantage of activities and events we
offer. This summer we will be having some orchid excursions - a great way to meet other members and learn
about our own Canadian orchids.

e Jad Abou Khalil (member # 1524) Matt McVarish (member # 1532)

e Manon Mackey (member # 1525) Angela Jones (member # 1533)

e Ann Perez (member # 1526) . Micheline Droler (member # 1534)

e Elham Kheradpir (member # 1527) Pat Sheahan (member # 1535)

e Nha-Ling Wong (member # 1528) Cathy Smith (member # 1536)

o Kim Darby (member # 1529) . Norm Young & Gabriel Frazgrote (member # 1537)

e Tom Shaw-Stiffel (member # 1530) Katrin & Dirk Schumann (member # 1538)

e Josh LaRoque (member # 1531)

A Huge Thank You to Angela Martins

We are grateful for a very generous donation of beautifully branded OOS cups for all our volunteers. Not
everyone was able to get their cup at the Show on Sunday. If you were not able to get your cup, please email
Jan Johns (janet.johns@sympatico.ca) to make sure you get your personal OOS cup as a memento of
Orchidophilia 2025. The cups will be available at the May meeting.

Angela is the daughter of long-term member Maria Martins and is the owner and artist of Art & Ange
https://www.facebook.com/artandange. So many thanks for your support, Angela.
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Orchidophilia 2025 is featured on Rogers TV Celebrate Ottawa (Channel 22)

On the Saturday of Orchidophilia 2025, Leila Green, Producer and Host of Celebrate Ottawa, came to our
Show. You may have seen her and her film crew taking shots of the Show for her current segment. If you have
Rogers TV, you can see our segment which features about six minutes of Orchidophilia 2025 and the

Ottawa Orchid Society. It started airing on Rogers TV Channel 22 on May 4, 2025, at 7:00 p.m. EST and will
be shown several times for 2 weeks until a new episode is aired on May 18.

You can see the airing schedule here: https://rogerstv.com/ottawa/show/celebrate-ottawa.

Once the broadcasting cycle finishes, it will be uploaded on their webpage and/or on YouTube. This may take
up to 3-6 months. We will provide a link on our website at that time.

Those of you who are Rogers TV customers have just a few more days to enjoy the Show!

Ottawa Orchid Society Display at Orchidophilia 2025

Photos by Arlene Lang

Ottawa
Orchid
Society
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Conservation Corner: Another page of the calendar turns

At last! It’s Spring!

The days are warmer, more sun and longer days, and time to start planning outings for the
upcoming orchid season. Through correspondence with a friend on Vancouver Island, the

o Calypsos are already out and in full bloom — and that was late April! Not jealous at all. Our
"9 time is coming soon.

In the Ottawa area you are blessed with many areas within an easy drive:
Mer Bleue Bog, Lime Kiln Trail, Reilly Bird Nature Reserve, Burnt Lands

Calypso o ) :
Orchid Provincial Park, Gatineau Park, High Lonesome Nature Reserve and of
Photo by course, the promise of Showy Lady’s Slippers at the Purdon Conservation

Sasha Kubiceck A 1eq in late June or early July. Easy afternoon outings for exploring. Will
you see orchids every time? Not necessarily. But you will see the abundance and beauty of
nature, and it does help to soothe the soul. The Japanese tradition of “forest bathing” has been
proven to improve both physical and mental health. The OOS Conservation Committee hosts ~ Moccasin

Flower
outings during the season. Make sure your membership is in good standing so that you receive  ppoto by
updates through Spike. John Alexander

What could you see? The link below to the OOS website will show you the 43 orchid species that can be found
in the greater Ottawa area. Remember — stay on the trails, pack in — pack out. Be respectful and good stewards.
Talk to people you meet on the trails — they could be future Orchid Society members!

https://ottawaorchidsociety.com/conservation/native-orchid/

Happy hiking!
Dot AHexander

Field Trip Announcements

We have some field trips planned this spring, brought to you by the OOS Conservation Committee. These trips
are a great way to appreciate our native orchid species in the wild:

e Our first trip will be to Burnt Lands Provincial Park to see Yellow Lady’s Slippers. Ken Allison from
Mississippi Valley Field Naturalists has graciously offered to lead the trip on Saturday, May 31, 2025, at
10:00 a.m.

o For our next trip, we will be returning to the Purdon Conservation Area to see the thousands of Showy
Lady’s Slippers on Saturday, June 21, 2025, at 10:00 a.m. (June 22 is the rain date).

If you are interested in these field trips, e-mail me at DB_4321(@yahoo.com with “OOS Field Trips” in the
subject line. Dates depending on the weather will be announced next month.

Daniel Brumar
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Thank You to the Orchidophilia 2025 Show Committee

Show Chairs: Joyce Medcalf (Chief Judge & Clerk Organizer) & Jan Johns (Vendor/Exhibitor
Contact & Layout)
Algonquin College Liaison: Tommy Wingreen
Admissions: Andrea Picher
Online Sales: Jennie McCloskey
Exhibits:
0 Monique Savard (OOS Display)
¢ Ann Smutylo (Fragrance Display)
0 Eamonn Tuck (Photography and OSBA Display)
Volunteer Co-ordinator: Nick Cox
Registration: Ian Philips
Hospitality (Volunteers and Vendors): Hessalene Attong & Don Town
Hospitality (Judges): Joyce Medcalf & Jan Johns
Ribbons & Trophies: Jean Hollebone
Loading /Unloading at site and locker: Serge Croteau
Loading/Unloading at site and Site Supervisor/Floor Manager: Jean-Guy Cyr
Membership & Raffle Draws: Jennie McCloskey & Ethan Ackermann
Orchid Care: Claude Brault
Guide/Tours/Raffle Plants: Barbara Wysocka
Workshops: Doug Vye
OOS Plant Sales: Brian Peever
Plant Hotel: Gwen Wong
Photography: Arlene Lang, Eamonn Tuck
Publicity:
¢ Production of Poster and Bookmarks: Jan Johns
¢ Printing (Posters, Bookmarks)/Coroplast sign distribution: Jean Hollebone
0 Preparation of contacts in Ottawa and Region (Florists, Garden Shops): Jean Hollebone
0 Society contacts, Seniors, Photography Clubs, Horticulture Clubs: Jean Hollebone/
Claire Cooney
Contact of Internet sites (tour guides/bulletins), TV and Radio: Claire Cooney
Chinese Newspaper Ads: Arlene Lang
¢ Social media: Mélanie Charbonneau
Treasurer: Serge Croteau
Credits
¢ Slide Show: Suvarna Desai
0 Website: Hang Tran

S <8
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The Canadian Orchid Congress Calendar is back and is looking for your Photographs!

We have had several of our members’ photos featured on the pages of the COC Calendar which is for sale in
late fall. It includes all manner of dates important to the orchid community and cultural tips and tricks for
both newbies and experts.

We encourage you to submit your photos! Here are the details:
DEADLINE JULY 6, 2025

o Submissions are only open to COC Member Societies and their individual members: we need your email
address, your mailing address and the name of your Society.

e You can submit up to five images per person to info@canadianorchidcongress.ca.

o Please send one image per email, with ‘COC Calendar 2026’ in the subject line.
o Each image must be 300 dpi or higher and be print ready.

e Maximum file size is 10MB.

e Only send images photographed by yourself (where you are the photographer).
o Landscape format is preferable for this type of project.

o Please do not submit digitally altered files.

o The image must be of orchids or orchid habitat and can be orchids you have grown or native orchids
in-situ with a focus on the flowers.

o Pay attention to the background, it should be as neutral as possible. You can use a black/dark material to
cover the background/pot.

e Please include the name (species and genera) of the orchid in the body of the email.

By submitting an image for COC Calendar, you are giving COC permission to use the image for the calendar
or as promotion material for the calendar, on the website and social media.

Along with the images you submit, send us your growing tips.

Good luck!

12
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The Toronto AOS Judging Centre

The Toronto AOS Judging Centre meets on the first Saturday of every month, except in August when the
meeting is held on the 2™ Sunday for ‘SUMMERFEST”.

The meeting is held at:

Toronto Botanical Gardens
777 Lawrence Ave. East
Toronto, ON M3C 1P2

Everyone is welcome!

Judging meetings

e The meetings start at 10:00 a.m. with education, and AOS judging beginning at 1:00 p.m.
¢ Plant registration takes place from 10:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m.

Judging

o Plants are registered; the Registrar will provide the necessary help.

 Participants must have the full name of the plants (plants with no name cannot and will not be judged).

 Participants must bring a clonal name to assign to the awarded plants (the clonal name is anything the
owner chooses; the clonal name must be provided at the judging session).

NOTE:

o Plants must be clean and without pests.

o While plants are being judged, participants are not allowed to make comments or to intervene; if

there are any questions, these can be answered after judging.

e You do not have to stay all day. You can be phoned when your plant is ready for pick up.

Jeyce Wedealy

The Montréal Judging Centre

The Montréal Judging Centre extends an open invitation to the members of the Ottawa Orchid Society to

attend its judging sessions. The Centre meets every month on the third Saturday (except in December when
the meeting will be held on the second Saturday). The meeting is held at the Jardin botanique de Montréal

(JBM) (Montréal Botanical Garden) in the Main building.

13



Orchidophilia 2025 - Best of Class Award Winners

Class |Description Exhibitor

1 Exhibit of 1 to 5 Orchid Plants arranged for effect Chantel Hutter

2 Exhibit of 6 to 15 Orchid Plants arranged for effect Roehampton Orchids

3 Exhibit of 16 to 25 Orchid Plants arranged for effect |Barbara Wysocka

4 Exhibit of more than 26 Orchid Plants arranged for Les Orchidophiles de Montréal
effect

6 Deep River Orchid Rescue OOS Educational Display
Visiting Society Award Les Orchidophiles de Montréal

8 COC Trophy Class Hessalene Attong

Winner of Class 1, Exhibit of 1 to 5 Orchid Plants
arranged for effect.
Chantel Hutter

Winner of Class 3, 16 to 25 Orchid Plants arranged
for effect
Barbara Wysocka

Winner of Class 2, Exhibit of 6 to 15 Orchid Plants
arranged for effect
Roehampton Orchids

Winner of Class 4, Exhibit of more
than 26 Orchid Plants arranged for
effect and Class 7, Visiting Society
Award

Les Orchidophiles de Montréal

14



Orchidophilia 2025 - Best of Class Award Winners (Cont.)

Winner of Class 6, Educational Exhibit, Deep

River Orchid Rescue
Ottawa Orchid Society
Congress Trophy
Hessalene Attong
Orchidophilia 2025 - Group Award Winners
Alliance Description Exhibitor

B. Cattleya Alliance

Guarianthe skinneri h.f. occulata

Jardin botanique de Montréal

C. Cypripedium Alliance

Phragmipedium Nicholle Tower AM/AOS

Les Orchidophiles de Québec

D1. Phalaenopsis and
Doritis Alliance

Phalaenopsis Rainbow Chip

Di Ciommo Orchids

D2. Vanda Alliance

Vanda Ploenpit Blue

Manu’s Orchids

E. Oncidium Alliance

Oncidium Splinter ‘Brookside’
AM/CCM/AOS

Di Ciommo Orchids

F. Cymbidium Alliance

Cymbidium goeringii Shunko

Taras Kowalczuk

(Flora Peculia)
G. Dendrobium Alliance | Dendrobium jenkinsii Tommy Wingreen
(Ottawa Orchid Society)
H. Pleurothallid Alliance | Pleurothallis species Joyce Medcalf

. Maxillaria Alliance Zygonesia Happy Bay Linda Will (Orchid Society of
the Royal Botanical Gardens)

J. Miscellaneous Genera | Arpophyllum spicatum Crystal Star Nursery

K. Fragrance Rhyncholaelia digbyana x sib Magic Oasis

M. Orchid Photography Pleurothallis truncata Philippe Jolivet (Les

Orchidophiles de Montréal)

15



Orchidophilia 2025 - Group Award Winners (Cont.)

Guarianthe skinneri h.f. occulata
Jardin botanique de Montréal

Phragmipedium Nicholle Tower
AM/AOS
Les Orchidophiles de Québec

Phalaenopsis Rainbow Chip
Di Ciommo Orchids

Vanda Ploenpit Blue
Manu’s Orchids

N4

Oncidium Splinter ‘Brookside’
AM/CCM/AOS
Di Ciommo Orchids
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Orchidophilia 2025 - Group Award Winners (Cont.)

Dendrobium jenkinsii
R Tommy Wingreen
Cymbidium goeringii Shunko (Ottawa Orchid Society)
Taras Kowalczuk
(Flora Peculia)

Pleurothallis species
Joyce Medcalf

Zygonesia Happy Bay
Linda Will (Orchid Society of the
Royal Botanical Gardens)

Arpophyllum spicatum
Crystal Star Nursery
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Orchidophilia 2025 - Group Award Winners (Cont.)

Rhyncholaelia digbyana x sib
Magic Oasis

Pleurothallis truncata
Philippe Jolivet (Les
Orchidophiles de Montréal)

Orchidophilia 2025 - Award Winners

Award Description Exhibitor
DCT Dave Cooper Trophy - Best |Deep River Orchid Rescue Ottawa Orchid Society
Educational Display Educational Display
BPiS Best Plant in Show Arpophyllum spicatum Crystal Star
BHP Best Hybrid Plant Fredclarkeara Chee Chong Nicole Roy (Les
Orchidophiles de Montréal)
BS Best Species Guarianthe skinneri h.f. Jardin botanique de Montréal
occulata
MCT  |Michael MacConaill Trophy |Pleurothallis truncata Philippe Jolivet (Les
Orchidophiles de Montréal)
SC-2 Show Chair's Award Exhibit of 6 to 15 Orchid Plants | Orchid Society of the Royal
(Orchids/Exhibits) arranged for effect Botanical Gardens
BOOSP |Best Ottawa Orchid Society | Cypripedium parviflorum Nick Cox (Ottawa Orchid
Photograph Society)

Dave Cooper Trophy - Best Educational Display
Deep River Orchid Rescue
Ottawa Orchid Society
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Orchidophilia 2025 - Award Winners (Cont.)

Best Plant in Show Best Hybrid Plant
Arpophyllum spicatum Fredclarkeara Chee Chong
Crystal Star Nursery Nicole Roy (Les Orchidophiles de Montréal)

Best Species
Guarianthe skinneri h.f. occulata
Jardin botanique de Montréal

Michael MacConaill Trophy
Pleurothallis truncata

Philippe Jolivet

(Les Orchidophiles de Montréal)
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Orchidophilia 2025 - Group Award Winners (Cont.)

Show Chair’s Award (Orchids/Exhibits) Best Ottawa Orchid Society Photograph
Exhibit of 6 to 15 Orchid Plants arranged for effect Cypripedium parviflorum
Orchid Society of the Royal Botanical Gardens Nick Cox (Ottawa Orchid Society)

Orchidophilia 2025: Additional Photos

Hessalene Attong and her Exhibit Chantel Hutter and her Exhibit
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Editor’s Corner: The Rewards of Volunteer Work

Orchidophilia 2025 was a success once again and it is time to reflect on what we have
achieved. When I was reading the President’s message, I was struck by how many
volunteers it takes to put on our annual Show. While it is very satisfying to watch visitors
leave with smiles on their faces as they carry their orchid hauls to their cars, it is also
important to show gratitude for the many volunteers who have made Orchidophilia a
success. It was a pleasure to meet many of you as you came in to pick up your ‘Volunteer
Badge’, and/or worked at the Admissions desk.

Phalaenopsis Sogo ¥ olunteerism is often undervalued, perhaps because it involves unpaid work. However,
Yenlin ‘Coffee’ volunteer work offers a multitude of rewards for individuals and the community. At an
Photo by Andrea i djyidual level, volunteering can boost self-esteem, improve social skills, and provide a
sense of purpose. Volunteers also have an opportunity to develop new skills and the potential for career
advancement.

At the community level, volunteering strengthens bonds among members, improves local resources, and
contributes to a more vibrant and engaged Society. Orchidophilia in particular is an opportunity to share our
passion for growing orchids with the public, and perhaps attract a few new orchid enthusiasts from among the
many visitors to join our Society.

In addition to organizing our yearly Show, volunteers are also key to running the day-to-day business of the
Ottawa Orchid Society. This includes organizing meetings, making available coffee and treats, organizing
group orchid orders, workshops and recruiting speakers for our monthly meetings. A lot of work goes into
keeping our Society functioning and attracting new members while maintaining the interests of current
members.

I would like to take this opportunity to thank Doug Vye our former Treasurer and Jan Johns our outgoing
President, for their commitment and contribution to the success of our Society.

Audrnea
Editor
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