
 1 

 



 2 

 

Welcome! Upcoming Activities at a Glance 

Tuesday, April 8, 2025:  Conservation Committee Meeting. 

Thursday, April 10, 2025:  Orchids Discussion Group. 

Saturday and Sunday, April 26 & 27, 2025:  Orchidophilia, 41st Annual Orchid Show. 

Sunday, May 25, 2025:  Ron McHatton, Chief Education and Science Officer at the American Orchid Society 

will be speaking to us on “Why Won’t It Bloom”.  
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President’s Message 

March is here! Hopefully the really cold weather is soon to end. We have certainly had 

enough snow! Although it seemed like going back in time, I am sorry that we had to have a 

Zoom meeting in February due to the snowstorm. However, I think it was a good call and 

thanks to everyone who came out to enjoy Nicholas Rust’s talk. It was useful for many of us, 

and he was generous in sharing his knowledge and recommendations for lighting. Thanks to 

many of you who shared pictures of plants you would have brought to the Show Table. Many 

of those ended up going to the OSRBG display and you will see them in Spike this month. 

We have participated in two shows already this year. Thanks to our growers and volunteers, 

we have done very well. 

Thanks to Joyce Medcalf for taking our display to the Southern Ontario Orchid Show. As you will see on 

page 19 despite the small number of plants taken, the display was beautiful and earned a Society 2nd. Congrats 

to all those who won ribbons and special congrats to Chantel Hutter and Jennie McCloskey for the awards for 

their plants.  

Thanks to Jean Hollebone and Andrea Picher for taking our display to the Annual Show of the Orchid Society 

of the Royal Botanical Gardens. Their display was lovely and won a Best in Class Rosette! You can see 

pictures on page 20. Congratulations to all those who won ribbons – many firsts in this group and a shout out 

to Claude Brault and Jennie McCloskey for their Best in Class Rosettes. 

Once again, many thanks to those on the Show Committee who are working hard behind the scenes to make 

Orchidophilia 2025 a success. Nick Cox has prepared a great online sign-up sheet so you can easily sign up to 

participate! See the link on page 11. We have introduced a bonus for those who volunteer at the Show – 

chances for a free Membership for 2025-26 (see page 11). I hope you all volunteer in several of those time 

slots and get plenty of chances! 

You should have already signed up for our Workshop on Growing in a Mini Terrarium for March 8, with 

Doug Vye. We are planning another Workshop for our beginners on Pests and Diseases on Saturday, 

March 29.  Please watch your emails for more information. 

This month we have asked Terry Kennedy to do a workshop on building a display. We are keen on having 

those of you who love to grow orchids to show them off in your own display at Orchidophilia. Please consider 

it. The behind-the-scenes preparations that take place on Friday at the Show are a lot of fun and the more 

displays we have the better. 

Once again, I urge you to consider stepping up to a leadership position for our elections in May. We will need 

a President. You need managerial and people skills for the position. There will be lots of help available. Please 

consider it. 

I look forward to seeing you on March 16, to construct displays of your dreams with Terry Kennedy. 

Jan Johns 

President 
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Program Updates 2025  

Meeting Time:  Sunday, March 16, 2025, 2:00 p.m. to 4:30 p.m. 

Location:   Our meeting is back in Hall F, Nepean Sportsplex, 1701 Woodroffe Avenue; DOOR 2 (at the 

rear). Enter Door 2 and go through the next door to your right, and take the stairs to Hall F, 

overlooking Arena 2. The elevator is to your left upon entering Door 2.  

Join us for our March meeting to hear Terry Kennedy teach us how to build a winning orchid display. 

Members are encouraged to display their orchids at Orchidophilia, the OOS Orchid Show and Sale on April 26 

and 27, 2025. Terry will show you how to prepare and build your display from the ground up. It is not as 

difficult as you think, but there are some key points that judges look for at orchid shows. 

Terry and her husband Doug own Orchids in Our Tropics, and have been growing, breeding and showing 

orchids for almost a half century. Terry is an AOS judge, currently Chair of the Toronto Judging Centre and 

the Secretary of the American Orchid Society. She has won many awards for her displays at many venues, 

including the World Orchid Congress. 

We will have the usual Show Table, raffle and refreshments with a break to chat with your “Growing 

Together” leaders and visit our “Ask Me Anything” experts. Members, please bring your plants to the Show 

Table by 1:40 p.m. to allow time for judging. If you are feeling unwell, please join us via Zoom. 

April 2025:  Orchidophilia 2025 - no monthly meeting. 

May 25, 2025:  Ron McHatton, Chief Education and Science Officer of the American Orchid Society will be 

speaking to us on “Why Won’t It Bloom”. Ron is also responsible for the editorial content and layout of the 

Society’s monthly magazine, Orchids, and holds a monthly orchid Q&A webinar (Greenhouse Chat). This will 

be a talk not to be missed. 

Jean Hollebone  

Program Director 
 

Show-and-Tell 

A reminder that we will hold a Show-and-Tell during the break at our monthly meetings. 

Do you have a picture of your favourite orchid that came into bloom between meetings? 

Do you have a picture of an orchid you would have brought to the Show Table, but can’t 

this month? We want to see all the orchids you are so proud of. As these will NOT be 

judged, photos can be submitted up to the Friday (March 14, 2025) before the Sunday 

meeting. Please include: 

• Your name;  

• The name of the orchid; and 

• A very brief sentence on growing conditions (e.g., is it grown under LED lights, in a  
     southeast window, above a tub of water for humidity? Why does it do so well for 
     you?). 

Please send good quality pictures in an email (separate emails for each orchid please) to Jan Johns at 

janet.johns@sympatico.ca. I will compile them into a slideshow. They may even get into Spike or on our 

Facebook and Instagram pages! 

Tolumnia Jairak 
Flyer ‘Ladybug’ 
Photo by  
Andrea Picher 

mailto:janet.johns@sympatico.ca
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May 2025 Elections 

Our Constitution calls for an election every two years for the Executive positions of President, Vice President, 

Secretary and Treasurer. Claire Cooney (Secretary), Serge Croteau (appointed Treasurer) and 

Jennie McCloskey (Vice President) are eligible to stand for their positions again and will do so. However, 

Jan Johns (President) has served two terms and is ineligible to stand for election again. This position must be 

filled. 

Elections will be held at the May meeting. The Chair of the Nomination Committee is Doug Vye. He is in the 

process of finding three members who are not interested in standing for the Executive to assist him. The 

Committee will search out and accept nominations from members in good standing for all positions. Those 

interested in one of the Executive positions (particularly the President) should submit their names to the 

Committee through membership@ottawaorchidsociety.com, together with the names of three members in 

good standing who will support their nomination. The election will be held on May 25, 2024. 

Job Descriptions for Executive Positions 

President 

The President will: 

1. Oversee the organization and operations of the Society to ensure that all activities are within the objectives 

of the Constitution and reflect positively upon the reputation of the Society. 

2. Preside at all regular monthly meetings, keeping the members informed and the business to a minimum. 

3. Preside at all Board Meetings. The agenda of the Board Meetings shall be set by the President in 

conjunction with other Board members and shall, as a minimum, include a report from each Board 

member present at the meeting. 

4. Delegate authority. A prime responsibility of the President is the proper selection and appointment of 

committees, committee chairs and other Society staff positions. 

5. Serve as ex-officio member of all committees and attend as many committee meetings as possible. 

Actively participate in the Show Committee to ensure that the Society's interests are properly and fully 

represented in this important part of the Society's activities 

6. Communicate with the Board members between meetings so that they are all aware of important issues 

affecting their area of responsibility. 

7. With the Treasurer, ensure that the monthly meeting venues are secured, any workshop meeting venues 

are secured, and work with the Show Chair(s) to secure the venue for Orchidophilia, the annual Show. 

8. Think ahead. Make certain that planning and work on all Society activities are initiated far enough in 

advance to ensure the best chance of completion and success. 

9. Innovate. Continue to examine the structure and activities of the Society to determine if they are workable 

and desirable. Initiate new procedures and projects if warranted. Ensure the Society Constitution is 

reviewed by the Board at least once every two years and amended if necessary. 

10. Be approachable. Remember that all Directors, Committee members and Members are volunteers and that 

participation in the Society should be an enjoyable and rewarding experience. 

 

mailto:membership@ottawaorchidsociety.com
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May 2025 Elections (Cont.) 

11. In conjunction with the more experienced members of the Society, attempt to raise the levels of 

knowledge and experience of newer members as high as possible. 

12. At the completion of your term as President, continue to participate in the Board Committee in the role of 

Past President, to help provide continuity in the running of Society affairs. 

Updated December 2024 

Vice President 

The Vice President will: 

1. Carry out the duties of the President as required when the President is absent including hosting of monthly 

member meetings and chairing the monthly OOS Board meeting. 

2. Assist with the conduct of OOS monthly meetings. The VP shall ensure that all necessary equipment for 

meetings is safely stored. A list of the equipment and its location should be maintained. In addition, the 

VP should ensure that the raffle runs smoothly and ensures that a file is kept of income and expenditures 

and report the funds to the Board as needed. This can be delegated to another officer on the OOS Board. 

3. Participate in monthly OOS Board meetings and hold regular discussions with the President between 

meetings to ensure that the direction and activities of the Society are robust and targeted to both keep our 

members engaged and attract new members. 

4. Conduct any other duties as assigned by the President. 

Updated December 2024 

Secretary 

The Secretary will: 

1. Record the minutes of the monthly Board Committee meetings and distribute them to Board members. 
Maintain the Minutes and records of past meetings. 

2. When necessary, send out correspondence on behalf of the Board, and report back about any communica-
tion received. 

3. As part of the Board committee, participate in the decision-making process on behalf of the Society. 

4. When possible, provide a verbal reminder to Board members of the monthly Board meetings. 

5. Send the Minutes to the Board by email in advance of the meetings, as a time saver and as a reminder of 

the meeting date. 

Updated April 2003 

Treasurer 
 
The Treasurer will: 
 
1. Collect, record, deposit, and invest all funds of and due the Society, in the Society's name in a financial 

institution. These funds may include money resulting from membership dues, plant sales, draws, auctions, 
shows, donations or other sources. 

2. Prepare budget projections for discussion and approval at the annual budget meeting of the Board. 

3. Disburse funds according to budget directions approved by the Board. 
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May 2025 Elections (Cont.) 

4. Maintain all accounts (in electronic ledger and register of receipts justifying expenses), and other financial 
records current and complete. Reconcile Monthly Bank Statements with records. 

5. Provide periodic reports on the Society’s finances at Board meetings. 

6. Consult with the Show Chair to establish the budget, expenses and profit forecast for the Annual Show. 

7. Provide an annual financial statement by end of Society financial year (June) for review. The reviewed 

financial report is subsequently provided to the OOS Board for acceptance, published in Spike and must be 
accepted by the membership at a monthly meeting. 

8. Attend monthly meetings of the Board committee. If unable to attend, provide important information 
regarding the program activities and status to another member of the Board 

Updated December 2024 
 
 

Orchids Discussion Group - Update 

The ODG meetings were a great success over the last season and will continue with 

monthly meetings on Zoom (preregistration is required). Our next meeting is scheduled for 

Thursday, March 13, 2025, at 7:00 p.m.  

In preparation for the ODG meetings, you may submit your questions or desired discussion 

topics in advance to Pat Boisvert, ODG Chair at pat.g.boisvert@gmail.com.  

The Plant Corner 

If you have problems with a plant and are looking for help, send close-up pictures of 

the plant along with a brief description and any questions you have. We will dedicate 15 

minutes to identify the problem and potential solutions. There will be time to discuss 

two plants per meeting.  

Jennie McCloskey will email the question/topic list to OOS Members one week before the ODG meeting date 

once the meeting dates are determined, along with the link for registration. 

We hope you will enjoy participating in the ODG. We look forward to seeing many of you at these meetings.  

Pat Boisvert  

ODG Chair 

 

Angraecum 
sesquipedale 
Photo by 
Andrea Picher 

mailto:pat.g.boisvert@gmail.com
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Opportunities for our Members to Participate at Orchidophilia 2025 

1. Show off your blooming orchids in the OOS display. We want plenty of plants to make this a major 

display. See page 12 for details. 

2. Create your own display. You must fill in the Exhibit Application Form on page 14. 

a. A floral display 

Join with other members or strike out on your own to create a display. The rules are located in the 

Schedule and Rules 2025 that will be posted on the OOS website soon. Learn from our presentation 

this month. You will have to register your plants during the week before the Show. We will have a 

Zoom meeting to explain this process if required. 

b. An educational display 

Educational displays are judged separately from floral displays. The intent is to educate the public on 

a specific aspect related to orchids, i.e., culture, species, conservation, etc. The key aspect is to 

provide information rather than displaying flowering plants. The Schedule and Rules 2025 will 

include the class in which you should enter your educational display. 

At the March meeting, Terry Kennedy from Orchids in Our Tropics will give a talk for beginners on 

how to set up a display.  

3. You can submit a photograph to our Photography Exhibit for a chance to win the Michael 

MacConaill Trophy or the new Best of Society Photography Ribbon.  

4. You can volunteer. Volunteering is fun. You will meet new members, find out about how the Show 

works and interact with the public. The more work you put in, the more benefits you will find. In 

addition, volunteers get free admission on the day of volunteering. See the following overview of the jobs 

and times for which volunteers are needed.  

If you would like additional details, and if you want to sign up, please go to this link https://

form.everestwebdeals.co/?form=5f9950dfa1fe53dd55ac510a7c91d62c. 

Nick Cox, our volunteer co-ordinator has set-up this form for you to sign up for various volunteer 

positions.  

5. You can help publicize the event. Share the poster with all your social media friends and with your 

networks. Take posters and bookmarks to florists. Stake coroplast signs around the city (details will be 

available at the March meeting).  

Please Help Us Publicize Our Show   

At the March meeting, please volunteer to post a few coroplast signs in your neighbourhood advertising our 

April Show. The Signs will be at the meeting for pick up and can only be posted 21 days before the Show 

(April 5) and must be picked up by 2 days after the Show (City Bylaw) and returned to the Society at the May 

meeting. We will also have some posters and bookmarks containing Show information for florists and 

Community Centres which are very good about posting them. If you can take some to deliver in your 

community this will help us spread the word about the Show but will also cut costs for postage which for a 

large mailing is very costly. I will also have a short instruction sheet for volunteers which will explain what to 

do. Thanks for your help. It is most needed and appreciated. Thank you!  

Jean Hollebone 

https://form.everestwebdeals.co/?form=5f9950dfa1fe53dd55ac510a7c91d62c
https://form.everestwebdeals.co/?form=5f9950dfa1fe53dd55ac510a7c91d62c
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Welcome to Our New Members  

I would like to welcome: 

• Heather Lunn (member #1513) 

• Scott Wideman (member #1514) 

• Carolyn Ayotte (member #1515) 

• Gwendolyn Guth (member #1516) 

• Diane Portelance (member #1517) 

• Laura Campbell (member #1518) 

• Rob Vanderheyden (member #1519) 

We are so glad to have you in our Society and we hope that you take part in many activities that are available 

for learning and sharing. The upcoming Orchid Show is an exciting event that we can all take part in while 

contributing to our Society. 

Jennie McCloskey 

Membership Chair 

Orchid Shows to Enjoy Until Orchidophilia 2025 

All orchid shows are wonderful events where we can purchase, learn about and enjoy the orchid world. If you 

are travelling in the province here are a few shows that you could attend. 

March 15-16, 2025, London Orchid Society - London 

at the Mother Teresa Catholic Secondary School, 1065 Sunningdale Rd. E., London, ON N5X 4B1, Canada.  

March 29-30, 2025, Les Orchidophiles de Montréal, OrchidExpo 2025 - Montréal 

at the College Ahuntsic, 9155 Rue St-Hubert Street, Montréal, QC H2M 1Y7, Canada.  

April 12-13, 2025, Toronto Artistic Orchid Association Show (TAOA) - Toronto 

at the Centre for Immigrant and Community Services, 2330 Midland Avenue, Toronto, Ontario M1S 5G5, 

Canada.  

April 5-6, 2025, Les Orchidofolies de Québec, Show and Sale - Québec 

at Montmartre,1669 chemin Saint-Louis,Québec, QC G1S 1G5, Canada (Coin Chemin Saint-Louis et 

Avenue du Maire-Beaulieu) 

April 26-27, 2025, Orchidophilia 2025, 41st Annual Orchid Show - Ottawa 

at Algonquin College, 1385 Woodroffe Avenue, Ottawa, ON K2G 1V8, Canada.  

If you are going further afield for holidays, you can also check the AOS web site aos.org under Community 

& Events, Events Calendar OR The Canadian Orchid Congress web site https://canadianorchidcongress.ca/

cocshows/ under Orchid Shows. 

https://www.google.com/maps/search/1385+Woodroffe+Avenue,+Ottawa,+ON,+K2G+1V8,+Canada?entry=gmail&source=g
http://aos.org
https://canadianorchidcongress.ca/cocshows/
https://canadianorchidcongress.ca/cocshows/
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Incentives for Orchidophilia Volunteers 

You get in free!   

Enjoy being part of an orchid community entertaining the public. 

Do you want to win a free membership to the OOS for 2025-26? 

For volunteering in each of the following blocks of time you will receive a raffle ticket for a chance to win a 

free 2025-26 OOS membership.  

• Friday afternoon/evening 

• Saturday morning 

• Saturday afternoon 

• Sunday morning 

• Sunday afternoon 

• Sunday evening 

There will be five free OOS Memberships raffled off at the May meeting. 

To sign up to volunteer at Orchidophilia, check at this link for available opportunities:   

https://form.everestwebdeals.co/?form=5f9950dfa1fe53dd55ac510a7c91d62c, or use the above QR code. 

 

PLANTS NEEDED for Les Orchidophiles de Montréal 

“OrchidExpo 2025”, March 29-30, 2025 

We need your plants for the OOS display at Les Orchidophiles de Montréal “OrchidEexpo 2025”,  

March 29-30, 2025. 

If you have a plant(s) in bloom and would like to send it/them, please send Barbara an email at 

wysockabarb@gmail.com by March 24, 2025, giving the name(s) along with photos of the flower(s) and 

plant (s). This information is needed for plant registration which must be completed by end of day Thursday, 

March 27, 2025. 

Please prepare your plant(s) for travel by securing them carefully in a box or tub. Check that leaves are clean, 

old foliage and stems are removed and that the plants are disease and pest free and well staked for travel. 

Please write your name on the side of your plant's pot and also on the box in which they are transported (sticky 

address labels work well). I will do my best to return your plants in the same good condition as when I 

received them.  

Plants should be dropped off at Barbara’s house, at 32 Thornton Ave., Ottawa (one block south of Fifth Ave. 

and almost 3 blocks west of Bank Street), on Wednesday, March 26, 2025, late afternoon or evening between 

4:00 p.m. and 9:00 p.m., or by 12:00 noon, on Thursday, March 27, 2025, so that the plants can be dressed and 

labels made. Plants will be available for pick-up on Monday, March 31, 2025. I will email plant owners letting 

them know when they can pick up their plants. 

Barbara Wysocka 

https://form.everestwebdeals.co/?form=5f9950dfa1fe53dd55ac510a7c91d62c
mailto:wysockabarb@gmail.com
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Entering Orchid Plants in the OOS Exhibit for Orchidophilia 2025 

The OOS display is a key element of the Show. To provide a beautiful display, we need your blooming 

orchids. 

Please bring your plants to:  Algonquin College, 1385 Woodroffe Avenue, Building D on Friday, 

April 25, 2025. 

We encourage members to bring their plants between 4:00 p.m. and 6:30 p.m. You will have to use Parking 

Lot 7, if you are volunteering on Friday as you will receive a parking pass for when you leave. Otherwise, you 

can pay and park in Lot 8. If you just want to drop off your plants, you will need to call Monique Savard at 

819‑592-7044 to advise her of your arrival in front of Building D. Monique or a member of the team will 

meet you at the door. 

Preparing your Orchids for the Show:  

1. Please check that your orchids are free of pests.  

2. Clean foliage, wash leaves, cut away dead leaves and spent blooms.  

3. Stake flower inflorescences to show off your blooms to the best possible view.  

4. Label the pot using masking tape, with your name and phone number.  

Pre-registering your Orchids for the Show :   

All plants need to be pre-registered no later than 12:00 noon on Thursday, April 24. We will not be accepting 

plants after the deadline. Please send an email to Marie-Josée Bergeron at mariejb68@me.com and Jan Johns 

at janet.johns@sympatico.ca with a copy to Monique Savard at monique.savard1962@gmail.com by 

12:00 noon on Thursday, April 24, with the names, colours and flower sizes of the orchids you wish to place 

in the exhibit. Please include a picture if you can. Then, on Friday, April 25, take your plants directly to the 

OOS table, which will be just inside the main entrance to the Show. 

Bring a list of your plants and place your name on each plant pot using masking tape. This way there will be 

no mistake as to which orchid belongs to whom. 

If you need additional information or have any questions, please contact Monique Savard at 819-592-7044 or 

at monique.savard1962@gmail.com. 

NOTE:  When you enter your plants, please indicate if you also want them registered in Class 101 Fragrance. 

The plants for Fragrance must be taken to Ann Smutylo at the Fragrance Display. They will be registered for 

Fragrance and also for the class to which each plant belongs, unless you only want your plant judged for 

Fragrance. Each Fragrance class plant will have two tags:  the Orchid Flower class and the Fragrance class. 

Plant pick-up, Sunday, April 27:  Please pick up your plants promptly at 4:00 p.m. Plants registered in 

Fragrance should be picked up at the Fragrance Display. All others will be at the OOS Display. Please make 

sure to sign the check-off sheet for each plant that belongs to you or if you are picking up for another 

member. Water your orchids well when you get home and re-stake them as required. You should isolate your 

orchids from your collection for a few days to make sure they did not carry home any pests. 

Monique Savard 

mailto:mariejb68@me.com
mailto:janet.johns@sympatico.ca
mailto:Monique.savard1962@gmail.com
mailto:monique.savard1962@gmail.com
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Orchidophilia 2025 - OOS Members’ Sales Table 

If you have plants for sale at the Members’ Sales Table at our Show, please read the guidelines below and fill 

out the ‘FORM FOR SALE OF MEMBERS’ PLANTS’, before you bring your plants to Algonquin 

College. This form is located on page 23. 

Guidelines 

The following guidelines must be followed: 

• All orchids must be without pests. Plants with pests will not be accepted. 

• All orchids must be well rooted and healthy. Unhealthy looking orchids will not be accepted. 

• Only orchids with a full name will be accepted (e.g., Phal. bellina). No Name (NOID) orchids will not be 

accepted. 

• All orchids must be listed on the approved form and preferably typed. A hand-written list must be easily 

readable and preferably in print (block lettering). 

• The plants must be delivered with the plant list and tags to the Sales Table between 4:00 p.m. and 

7:00 p.m. on Friday, April 25, 2025.  

• Only orchids and orchid-related supplies will be accepted. 

• No member shall sell more than 25 orchids or supply items, e.g., 25 items total. 

• Provide one small bag for each orchid for sale. 

• Each plant must have two plastic tags:  

1. One tag with the plant's full name, and  

2. A second tag with your name, the corresponding number from your plant list, and the sale price. 

• Because the first question a buyer asks is, “What does it look like?”, a small photo of the flower attached 

to the pot will help us to sell your plants. You can try Google for images and print a small picture. 

• All prices must be rounded to the nearest dollar value (no cents. e.g., not $5.50, but $5).  

Proceeds from sales 

 The Ottawa Orchid Society will retain 10% of all sales. 

 Members can collect the net proceeds of their sales after 4:00 p.m. on Sunday, 

April 27, 2025, unless previously contacted. 

 All net remittances will be rounded to the nearest dollar.  
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NAME(S): _________________________________________________________________________ 

 

1. How many of the following tables do you need for your exhibit?   

 

6-ft rectangular     Number of tables____ 

60-in round      Number of tables____ 

45-in round (limited supply)    Number of tables____ 

8-ft rectangular (limited supply)  Number of tables____ 

 

2. If you want more than one table, how are they to be arranged? (Please circle one). 

a. End to End (long) or  

b. Side to Side (short) 

 

3. If you do not need tables, what is the approximate floor space you need? ___________ 

 

4. How do you want your exhibit to be set up? (Please circle one) 

a. Along the wall (viewed on 3 sides only) 

b. Away from the wall (viewed all around) 

 

5. Do you need an electrical outlet for your exhibit? (Please circle one) Yes   or   No  

 

(Please note that we need to use Gaffer’s Tape for the College Floor. We will have a limited 

supply on hand. Please ask before doing any taping on the floor). 

 

Notes: 

o We have black tablecloths and some driftwood in the storeroom to assist with your 

display.  However, please ask well ahead of time for assistance. 

o Please be careful with the table surfaces. The college will charge us for damages. Make 

sure they are covered and do not get scratched. You will be held responsible for any 

damages incurred. 

 

Please submit to janet.johns@sympatico.ca as soon as possible. Deadline is March 30, 2025. If you 

need any further assistance or information, feel free to call me at my landline 613-253-1996 or at my 

cell phone 613-253-6612. 

EXHIBIT APPLICATION FORM (Orchid Display or Educational Display) 
ORCHIDOPHILIA 41th ANNUAL SHOW AND SALE 

 

 
April 25 (Set Up), 26 to 27, 2025 

Algonquin College, 1385 Woodroffe Ave. 

Ottawa, Ontario 
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Conservation Corner:   

Photos by Daniel Brumar 

You may have seen some of these plants growing as volunteers in your garden. It's Epipactis 

helleborine, an introduced and widespread orchid species from Europe and Asia. Out of 

about 28,000 species of orchids, most of them are very rare, E. helleborine is one of only 

about 5 species that is common and inadvertently spread beyond its native range by humans. 

The others are Eulophia graminea (1), Spiranthes sinensis, Oeceoclades maculata, and 

Pelexia obliqua (2). People sometimes use the term “weed” or “invader” to describe these 

species. 

Part of Epipactis helleborine’s success lies in its ability to associate with several different 

kinds of soil fungi, not just one, so an Epipactis seed is more likely to find a fungal partner 

when it lands on the ground. Even though it has green leaves, it gets about 40% of its carbon 

through mycorrhizal relationships with fungi in the soil instead of through photosynthesis (3). This makes it 

able to live many years underground without emerging, just like some of our native orchid species. Sometimes, 

an individual lacks chlorophyll (which is a deadly genetic defect for most plants), but albino Epipactis 

helleborine can grow and bloom away happily (3). This species is great for understanding the evolutionary 

path that plants take from being fully photosynthetic (autotrophs) towards becoming fully dependant on other 

organisms (heterotrophs). This usually involves roots and leaves becoming reduced to nothing, a gradual loss 

of the green pigment chlorophyll from each plant structure one at a time, and seeds and 

overall plant size becoming smaller. Native plants like Ghost Pipe (Monotropa uniflora) 

which gets its energy from mycorrhizal fungi, and Beechdrops (Epifagus virginiana) which 

gets its energy directly from other plants, are great examples of the alien-looking changes 

that happen when plants become fully heterotrophic. Aren’t plants amazing? 

So the next time you see one of these "weeds" growing in a garden, lawn, or trail where it 

doesn't belong, take a minute to admire its tenacity and adaptability, and the amazing 

evolutionary story it has to tell.  

References: 

(1) “Eulophia graminea”. North American Orchid Conservation Center.  

 https://goorchids.northamericanorchidcenter.org/species/eulophia/graminea/. 

(2) “Oeceoclades maculata”. Internet Orchid Species Photo Encyclopedia.  

 www.orchidspecies.com/oecmaculata.htm. 

(3)  K. Suetsugu et al. “Comparison of green and albino individuals of the partially mycoheterotrophic orchid 

 Epipactis helleborine on molecular identities of mycorrhizal fungi, nutritional modes, and gene 

 expression in mycorrhizal roots”. Molecular Ecology, 26, 6, 1652-1669.  

 

Epipactis 
helleborine 

Monotropa 
hypopytis 
(Ericaceae) 

Photos of Epipactis helleborine (Orchidaceae) 

https://goorchids.northamericanorchidcenter.org/species/eulophia/graminea/
http://www.orchidspecies.com/oecmaculata.htm
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The Toronto AOS Judging Centre  

The Toronto AOS Judging Centre meets on the first Saturday of every month, except in August when the 

meeting is held on the 2nd Sunday for ‘SUMMERFEST’. 

The meeting is held at:  

Toronto Botanical Gardens 

777 Lawrence Ave. East 

Toronto, ON M3C 1P2 

 Everyone is welcome!  

Judging meetings 

•  The meetings start at 10:00 a.m. with education, and AOS judging beginning at 1:00 p.m. 

•  Plant registration takes place from 10:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. 

Judging 

• Plants are registered; the Registrar will provide the necessary help. 

• Participants must have the full name of the plants (plants with no name cannot and will not be judged). 

• Participants must bring a clonal name to assign to the awarded plants (the clonal name is anything the 

owner chooses; the clonal name must be provided at the judging session). 

NOTE:  

• Plants must be clean and without pests. 

• While plants are being judged, participants are not allowed to make comments or to intervene; if 

there are any questions, these can be answered after judging.  

• You do not have to stay all day. You can be phoned when your plant is ready for pick up.   

Joyce Medcalf 

 

 

 

 

Congratulations to Nick Cox who was  

the first in the Oncidium Grow 

Together Group to bloom his  

Oncidium Gold Dust  

(Oncidium Twinkle x Oncidium 

cheirophorum) 
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The Montréal Judging Centre  

The Montréal Judging Centre extends an open invitation to the members of the Ottawa Orchid Society to 

attend its judging sessions. The Centre meets every month on the third Saturday (except in December when the 

meeting will be held on the second Saturday). The meeting is held at the Jardin botanique de Montréal (JBM) 

(Montréal Botanical Garden) in the Main building. The next meeting will be held in conjunction with 

Les Orchidophiles “OrchidExpo 2025”, March 29-30, 2025. 

André Couture 

Plants awarded in January 2025 

Photos by Philippe Jolivet 

Acianthera verecunda ‘Jardin botanique de Montréal’ 
CBR/AOS 

Owner:  Jardin botanique de Montréal  

   

  
 

Note:  Award subject to species identification 

Pleurothallis truncata ‘Jardin botanique de Montréal’ 
CCM/AOS 85 points 

Owner:  Jardin botanique de Montréal  
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The Montréal Judging Centre (Cont.) 

Plants awarded in January 2025 

Stelis alternans ‘Jardin botanique de Montréal’ 
CHM/AOS 84 points 
CCM/AOS 84 points 

Owner:  Jardin botanique de Montréal  

    

Elleanthus strobilifer ‘Jardin botanique de Montréal’ 
CBR/AOS 

Owner:  Jardin botanique de Montréal  

   

  

Note:  Award subject to species identification 
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Results from the Southern Ontario Orchid Society Show &Sale 

Photos by Joyce Medcalf 

Award Description Name 

2nd  Display Ottawa Orchid Society 

2nd Macradenia multiflora Joyce Medcalf 

2nd  Masdivallia murex Joyce Medcalf 

1st 
Best Novice Grown Orchid 
Marily Crompton Memorial 
Trophy 

Oncidium Hawaiian Sunset ‘Cro Verde’ 
(Oncidium Pupukea Sunset x Oncidium fuscatum) 

Chantel Hutter 

3rd Oncostele Midnight Miracles  
(Rhynchostele bictoniensis x Oncidium cariniferum) 

Hessalene Attong 

2nd 

2nd Specimen 
Pulled for AOS judging 

Dendrobium Micro Chip  
(Dendrobium atroviolaceum x  
Dendrobium aberrans) 

Jennie McCloskey 

3rd Phalaenopsis Brother Bronze 
(Phalaenopsis Malibu Imp x Phalaenopsis Mambo) 

Ian Philips 

Thank you to all who sent plants for the display and CONGRATULATIONS to the ribbon winners! 
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Results from the Orchid Society of the Royal Botanical Gardens Orchid Show & Sale 

       Photos by Andrea Picher 
1st 

Class Award Description Name 

3 1st and  
Best in Class 

Display 16 - 25 orchids Ottawa Orchid Society 

5  2nd Display:  Conservation Activities at  
Purdon Fen 

Ottawa Orchid Society 
Conservation Committee 

690  1st and  
Best in Class 
Pulled for AOS Judging 

Gastrochilus japonicus Claude Brault 

870  1st 
Best in Class 
2nd Best Specimen 

Dendrobium Micro Chip  
(Dendrobium atroviolaceum x  
Dendrobium aberrans) 

Jennie McCloskey 

521  2nd Phalaenopsis Orange KS Pride ‘Golden  
Diamond’ (Phalaenopsis KS Yellow Jade 
x Phalaenopsis Sogo Pride) 

Mélanie Charbonneau 

470  3rd Phalaenopsis Yen Shuai ‘Sweet Girl’ 
(Phalaenopsis Little Gem Stripes x  
Phalaenopsis Tzu Chiang Prince) 

Mélanie Charbonneau 

560  1st Phalaenopsis Violet Eye Mélanie Charbonneau 

170  1st Cattlianthe Doris and Byron Christmas 
Rose (Cattleya Love Castle x  
Cattlianthe Candy Tuft) 

Tommy Wingreen 

530 2nd Phalaenopsis Orange  
Unknown hybrid 

Tommy Wingreen 

461 1st Phalaenopsis Younghome Princess 
(Phalaenopsis Leopard Prince x  
Phalaenopsis Fuller's E-Plus) 

Tommy Wingreen 

580  2nd Aerangis luteoalba Monique Savard 

100  1st Encyclia cordigera alba Monique Savard 

850  2nd Dendrobium Kumiko Dream 
(Dendrobium Kumiko Angel x  
Dendrobium Wave King) 

Masa Matsuo 

Thank you to all who sent plants for the display and CONGRATULATIONS to all the ribbon winners! 

Ottawa Orchid Society Display Gastrochilus japonicus Dendrobium Microchip 
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Results from the Orchid Society of the Royal Botanical Gardens  

Orchid Show & Sale (Cont.) 

Joyce Medcalf also entered a display at the Show and received the following awards:  

Award Description 

1st  Display:  Best Exhibit by an Amateur 

1st Mario Ferrusi Memorial Award for Best Pleurothallid  

1st  Dendrobium peguanum 

1st Lepanthes sijmii ‘Hill Island’ CCM/AOS 

1st  Restrepia Frank Feysa  
(Restrepia sanguinea x Restrepia guttulata) 

2nd Phalaenopsis Pure Moon ‘Green Pixie’ HCC/AOS 
(Phalaenopsis Timothy Christopher x  
Phalaenopsis Brother Lawrence) 

2nd Dendrobium Nagomi (Dendrobium cuthbertsonii x 
Dendrobium bracteosum) 

3rd Phalaenopsis Red Lion 

3rd  Dendrobium Nagasaki (Dendrobium monoliforme x  
Dendrobium Sagimusume) 

1st Dendrobium Ecuagenera Rainbow (Dendrobium  
Gaëtan Minet x Dendrobium cuthbertsonii) 

CONGRATULATIONS Joyce! 

Joyce’s display  

Photo by Joyce Medcalf 
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Editor’s Corner:   Photos from the Alice in Bloomland Exhibition, RBG  

In addition to the OSRBG Show & Sale, the Royal Botanical Gardens in Burlington hosted Alice 

in Bloomland, a magical display of orchids, air plants and much more. Below are some of the 

highlights we captured from the Exhibition. 

             Andrea Picher 

Photos by Andrea Picher 



FORM FOR SALE OF MEMBERS’ PLANTS 
(Please print all information neatly) 

Member’s name: ____________________________Email ____________________Phone ___________ 

Item 

# 

Full Plant / Item Name Flower Description / Special Care 

Item Description 

Your Sale 

Price 

Sold 

1.    $  

2.    $  

3.    $  

4.    $  

5.    $  

6.    $  

7.    $  

8.    $  

9.    $  

10.    $  

11.    $  

12.    $  

13.    $  

14.    $  

15.    $  

16.    $  

17.    $  

18.    $  

19.    $  

20.    $  

21.    $  

22.    $  

23.    $  

24.    $  

25.    $  

Total Sales: $ 

Total to remit (minus 10% to OOS) $ 

Member’s Initials  

 


