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Welcome! Upcoming Activities at a Glance 

Tuesday, February 11, 2025:  Conservation Committee Meeting. 

Thursday, February 13, 2025:  Orchids Discussion Group. 

Sunday, February 16, 2025:  We welcome Nicholas Rust who will talk to us about “Artificial lighting and 

growing in a basement - Everything (simplified) you need to know to create a grow room of your own.”  

 

 

 

 

January 2025 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
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5 6    7    8    9   7 p.m. 
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10 11 

 

12   7 p.m. 
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19   2 p.m. 
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20 

 

21 22 23 
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25 
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27    28    29   Lunar  

New Year 

30   Spike  

Deadline 

31  
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President’s Message 

Happy New Year! I hope you had a lovely holiday with family and friends. Now it is time to 

turn to those New Year resolutions that we all will forget by Valentine’s Day (grin). 

Thanks to the Conservation Committee, particularly Daniel Brumar and Nick Cox who 

offered the brief outline of the work they have accomplished with a few other members both 

at Purdon Fen and in Deep River. It is a small but mighty team. That must be followed by a 

thank you to our members who donated to Purdon Fen. The Mississippi Valley Conservation 

Authority was delighted to receive the funds. See their response on page 5. 

A huge thank you to Doug Vye for presenting the financial year end for 2024 that you accepted unanimously.  

Being Treasurer, keeping books, paying bills and preparing the year-end financial statements is a real 

commitment to the Society. Doug has been an active member of the Society for a long time and has served as 

President in the past. He has been our Treasurer since 2013. We are very grateful for his service. The Board is 

delighted to appoint Serge Croteau as Treasurer. He will stand for election to the position in May. 

The Annual OOS Trivia Challenge was fun and indeed challenging! Thanks to Jennie McCloskey for creating 

most of the questions and running the show with grace and humour. Congratulations to the Orchidoholics who 

went home with the prizes! We had good attendance – and everyone got a nice present from the raffle table. 

Thanks to members who brought in those presents. 

I particularly want to thank Andrea Picher. She has not only run the November workshop and looked after the 

Afri Orchid order for us, but she faithfully prepares Spike for us every month. In addition looking after all the 

notices, articles and pictures submitted, she always has an article on culture in her Editor’s Corner. This is a lot 

of work! Thanks Andrea. In addition, thanks to Joyce Medcalf for always checking names and to Arlene Lang 

for her proofreading work. 

If you were not at the meeting, please see pages 6-8 for details on the upcoming May election. We need a new 

President. The job descriptions for all the executive positions are listed together with an outline of the 

nomination process. Please consider assuming a leadership role if you have the time and energy to devote to 

the Society. Getting involved at this level is a learning experience not to be missed and an opportunity to better 

engage with our members! 

Deb Boersma will be here via Zoom for our January 19 meeting. Did you get one of the Tolumnia seedlings in 

the Growing Together project? This is the month to find out what you are doing right and what you might need 

to adjust in your Tolumnia care from an expert. I look forward to seeing you there. 

Jan Johns 

President 
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Program Updates 2025  

January 19, 2025:   

This meeting will be a hybrid meeting. The Zoom meeting invite will be sent separately.  

Meeting Time:  Sunday, January 19, 2025, 2:00 p.m. to 4:30 p.m. 

Location:  Hall F, Nepean Sportsplex, 1701 Woodroffe Avenue; DOOR 2 (at the rear). Enter Door 2 and 

go through the next door to your right, and take the stairs to Hall F, overlooking Arena 2. The elevator 

is to your left upon entering Door 2.  

Please join us as we welcome Deb Boersma from the Windsor Orchid Society to talk about Tolumnias. This 

talk will be of special interest to those who have chosen Tolumnias as their ‘Growing Together’ orchid. Deb 

has won many prizes for her beautiful Tolumnias (and other orchids) and will fill us in on some of the 

interesting features of this species. She will also share her special tips for producing exceptional plants. Deb is 

a recently retired chemistry teacher from St. Clair College in Windsor, a very busy AOS trustee who is Chair 

of the AOS Membership Committee, and she grows about 500 orchids in her own greenhouse. She is the 

instigator and developer of the AOS Gift a Youth Program which now has over 15 students enrolled.   

February 16, 2025:  In February, Nicholas Rust of RustyExotics Orchids in Athens, Georgia will talk about 

“Artificial lighting and growing in a basement - Everything (simplified) you need to know to create a grow 

room of your own.” This should be an illuminating talk for those interested in organizing an orchid growing 

area. Nicholas specializes in terrestrial orchids, such as the beautiful jewel orchids, Habenarias and terrestrial 

Australian orchids such as Thelymitra. Recently he has branched out to include other terrestrials in his 

collection including pitcher plants and unusual aroids. Nicholas was a major contributor to the COC 

publication on jewel orchids a few years ago.  

Jean Hollebone  

Program Director 
 

Show-and-Tell 

A reminder that we will hold a Show-and-Tell during the break at our monthly meetings. Do you have a 

picture of your favourite orchid that came into bloom between meetings? Do you have a 

picture of an orchid you would have brought to the Show Table, but can’t this month? 

We want to see all the orchids you are so proud of. As these will NOT be judged, photos 

can be submitted up to the Friday (January 17, 2025) before the Sunday meeting. 

Please include: 

• Your name;  

• The name of the orchid; and 

• A very brief sentence on growing conditions (e.g., is it grown under LED lights, in a  
     southeast window, above a tub of water for humidity? Why does it do so well for 
     you?). 

Please send good quality pictures in an email (separate emails for each orchid please) to 

Jan Johns at janet.johns@sympatico.ca. I will compile them into a slideshow. They may even get into Spike or 

on our Facebook and Instagram pages! 

Bulbophyllum  
Crassipes 
Photo by  
Andrea Picher 

mailto:janet.johns@sympatico.ca
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Orchids Discussion Group - Update 

The ODG meetings were a great success over the last season and will continue with monthly meetings on 

Zoom (preregistration is required). Our next meeting is scheduled for Thursday, February 13, 2025, at 

7:00 p.m.  

In preparation for the ODG meetings, you may submit your questions or desired discussion topics in advance 

to Pat Boisvert, ODG Chair at pat.g.boisvert@gmail.com.  

The Plant Corner 

If you have problems with a plant and are looking for help, send close-up pictures of the plant along with a 

brief description and any questions you have. We will dedicate 15 minutes to identify the problem and 

potential solutions. There will be time to discuss two plants per meeting.  

Jennie McCloskey will email the question/topic list to OOS Members one week before the ODG meeting date 

once the meeting dates are determined, along with the link for registration. 

We hope you will enjoy participating in the ODG. We look forward to seeing many of you at these meetings.  

Pat Boisvert  

ODG Chair 

 

Thank You for Your Generosity 

Thanks to our many members who contributed at our December Meeting, we were able to 

take $257.00 to the Mississippi Valley Conservation Authority specifically to be used for 

the Purdon Fen Conservation Area. If you were not able to do so at the meeting but still 

want to contribute online, go to  

https://www.canadahelps.org/en/dn/80946. 

State in the private message that this is a donation specifically for Purdon Fen and that you 

are a member of the Ottawa Orchid Society. 

 

To: membership@ottawaorchidsociety.com 

Subject: Sales Receipt 74 from Mississippi Valley Conservation Authority 

  

Thank you for your thoughtful donation of to the Mississippi Valley Conservation Authority. 

Please find attached your official receipt. 

Your donation will help to conserve the integrity of lands, wildlife and waterways within our watershed.  

Donors like you allow MVCA to properly care for these important heritage lands and to provide access for 

residents and visitors to the natural and cultural significance of the conservation areas. 

On behalf of the Mississippi Valley Conservation Authority, our Board of Directors and patrons of our  

conservation areas and watershed, thank you for your gift; we are grateful for your support. 

 

Mississippi Valley Conservation Authority 

Showy Lady’s 
Slipper 
Photo by  
Andrea Picher 

mailto:pat.g.boisvert@gmail.com
https://www.canadahelps.org/en/dn/80946
mailto:membership@ottawaorchidsociety.com
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New Treasurer 

The Board has appointed Serge Croteau to take over from our long-serving Treasurer, Doug Vye. Doug and 

his partner Brian have finally moved to their dream house in Prince Edward County and are ready for 

retirement.  

We are deeply grateful for the many hours and the dedication that Doug has spent as Treasurer. Serge and 

Doug will work together for a couple of months until Serge is completely familiar with our processes. 

We thank Serge for stepping up to this very important role. His credentials are impeccable and we are 

fortunate for his willingness to volunteer. 

May 2025 Elections 

Our Constitution calls for an election every two years for the Executive positions of President, Vice President, 

Secretary and Treasurer. Claire Cooney (Secretary), Serge Croteau (appointed Treasurer) and 

Jennie McCloskey (Vice President) are eligible to stand for their positions again and will do so. However, 

Jan Johns (President) has served two terms and is ineligible to stand for election again. This position must be 

filled. 

Elections will be held at the May meeting. The Chair of the Nomination Committee is Doug Vye. He is in the 

process of finding three members who are not interested in standing for the Executive to assist him. The 

Committee will search out and accept nominations from members in good standing for all positions. Those 

interested in one of the Executive positions (particularly the President) should submit their names to the 

Committee through membership@ottawaorchidsociety.com, together with the names of three members in 

good standing who will support their nomination. The election will be held on May 25, 2024. 

Job Descriptions for Executive Positions 

President 

The President will: 

1. Oversee the organization and operations of the Society to ensure that all activities are within the 

objectives of the Constitution and reflect positively upon the reputation of the Society. 

2. Preside at all regular monthly meetings, keeping the members informed and the business to a minimum. 

3. Preside at all Board Meetings. The agenda of the Board Meetings shall be set by the President in 

conjunction with other Board members and shall, as a minimum, include a report from each Board 

member present at the meeting. 

4. Delegate authority. A prime responsibility of the President is the proper selection and appointment of 

committees, committee chairs and other Society staff positions. 

5. Serve as ex-officio member of all committees and attend as many committee meetings as possible. 

Actively participate in the Show Committee to ensure that the Society's interests are properly and fully 

represented in this important part of the Society's activities 

6. Communicate with the Board members between meetings so that they are all aware of important issues 

affecting their area of responsibility. 

7. With the Treasurer, ensure that the monthly meeting venues are secured, any workshop meeting venues 

are secured and work with the Show Chair(s) to secure the venue for Orchidophilia, the annual Show. 

mailto:membership@ottawaorchidsociety.com
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May 2025 Elections (Cont.) 

1. Think ahead. Make certain that planning and work on all Society activities are initiated far enough in 

advance to ensure the best chance of completion and success. 

2. Innovate. Continue to examine the structure and activities of the Society to determine if they are workable 

and desirable. Initiate new procedures and projects if warranted. Ensure the Society Constitution is 

reviewed by the Board at least once every two years and amended if necessary. 

3. Be approachable. Rember that all Directors, Committee members and Members are volunteers and that 

participation in the Society should be an enjoyable and rewarding experience. 

4. In conjunction with the more experienced members of the Society, attempt to raise the levels of 

knowledge and experience of newer members as high as possible. 

5. At the completion of your term as President, continue to participate in the Board Committee in the role of 

Past President, to help provide continuity in the running of Society affairs. 

Updated December 2024 

Vice President 

The Vice President will: 

8. Carry out the duties of the President as required when the President is absent including hosting of 

monthly member meetings and chairing the monthly OOS Board meeting. 

9. Assist with the conduct of OOS monthly meetings. The VP shall ensure that all necessary equipment for 

meetings is safely stored. A list of the equipment and its location should be maintained. In addition, the 

VP should ensure that the raffle runs smoothly and ensures that a file is kept of income and expenditures 

and report the funds to the Board as needed. This can be delegated to another officer on the OOS Board. 

10. Participate in monthly OOS Board meetings and hold regular discussions with the President between 

meetings to ensure that the direction and activities of the Society are robust and targeted to both keep our 

members engaged and attract new members. 

11. Conduct any other duties as assigned by the President. 

Updated December 2024 

Secretary 

The Secretary will: 

1. Record the minutes of the monthly Board Committee meetings and distribute them to Board members. 

Maintain the Minutes and records of past meetings. 

2. When necessary, send out correspondence on behalf of the Board, and report back about any 
communication received. 

3. As part of the Board committee, participate in the decision-making process on behalf of the Society. 

4. When possible, provide a verbal reminder to Board members of the monthly Board meetings. 

5. Send the Minutes to the Board by email in advance of the meetings, as a time saver and as a reminder of 
the meeting date. 

Updated April 2003 



 8 

 

May 2025 Elections (Cont.) 

Treasurer 
 
The Treasurer will: 
 
1. Collect, record, deposit, and invest all funds of and due the Society, in the Society's name in a financial 

institution. These funds may include money resulting from membership dues, plant sales, draws, auctions, 

shows, donations or other sources. 

2. Prepare budget projections for discussion and approval at the annual budget meeting of the Board. 

3. Disburse funds according to budget directions approved by the Board. 

4. Maintain all accounts (in electronic ledger and register of receipts justifying expenses), and other financial 
records current and complete. Reconcile Monthly Bank Statements with records. 

5. Provide periodic reports on the Society’s finances at Board meetings. 

6. Consult with the Show Chair to establish the budget, expenses and profit forecast for the Annual Show. 

7. Provide an annual financial statement by end of Society financial year (June) for review. The reviewed 
financial report is subsequently provided to the OOS Board for acceptance, published in Spike and must 

be accepted by the membership at a monthly meeting. 

8. Attend monthly meetings of the Board committee. If unable to attend, provide important information 
regarding the program activities and status to another member of the Board 

Updated December 2024 
 
 

Thank you to everyone who contributed to 

the incredible spread at our  

December Holiday celebration! 

Photo by Arlene Lang 
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Orchid Order from Peruflora Peruvian Orchids 

Les Orchidophiles de Montréal has invited members of the Ottawa Orchid Society (OOS) to join them in a 

group order from Peruflora Peruvian Orchids. This is a great opportunity to get your hands on species and 

hybrids from Peru. 

 
The deadline to order and pay for the order is FEBRUARY 15, 2025. 

 

The process is very simple: 

 

Download the order form 2025_Peruflora_Bon_de_Commande_OTTAWA that was sent on 

January 3, 2025. Once you open the document, please verify if you have access i.e., you may have to click 

“enable editing” on the middle top of browser on the yellow line.  

 

1. Download the order form 2025_Peruflora_Bon_de_Commande_OTTAWA, attached to this email. Once 

you open the document, please verify if you have access i.e., you may have to click “enable editing” on the 

middle top of browser on the yellow line.  

2. Once “active”, at the bottom of the order form, you will see the following tabs: 

a. Commande FR (for those who want the French text) 

b. Order EN (for those who want the English text) 

c. Liste du marchand –the list of available plants 

d. Termes_Conditions:  This is information for Montréal members for payment, etc. Please ignore. 

However, the information in #3, 4, & 5 is important. Our refund policy is below. 

3. Fill in your name and other information on the top left-hand side of the screen.   

4. The ordering process is a simple 3 easy steps process: 

a. Note the code of the plant  

b. Type the plant number in the column titled CODE 

c. Once you enter a plant code, move your curser to column titled QUANTITY and insert the number of 

plants you want. The order form will fill in the name of the plant, size and all related costs 

automatically. 

5. Repeat the steps outlined in #4 above for each plant you want. 

6. Once you have completed your shopping, please send the completed form with your order to 

andreapicher1@gmail.com and an e-transfer to sales@ottawaorchidsociety.com for the full amount (in 

Canadian dollars). 

You will receive a confirmation of receipt and payment when the order and payment have been submitted. 

This may take a few days.   

The order will be delivered after the danger of frost in the spring has passed (end of May 2025). Members will 

be contacted by email stating when and where to pickup their orders. Discounts will be turned over to the OOS 

Treasurer to help pay for programming. You will be reimbursed for plants that are not available. 

mailto:andreapicher1@gmail.com
mailto:sales@ottawaorchidsociety.com
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Conservation Corner:   

Purchasing Orchids Online? – Don’t Contribute to the Illegal Orchid Trade 

Although most of us could not live without the internet, we do know that it can be risky. We are skeptical 

about what we read, careful of how we engage with others and very careful of online shopping. When you see 

“10 large orchid seeds” for sale, it is a good indication you are getting scammed. Orchid seeds are like fine 

dust – each seed pod may have millions of these seeds. But did you know that when buying orchids online 

you could also be supporting illegal poaching of orchids? 

Orchids are under threat everywhere. Major losses are due to habitat loss and fragmentation, climate change 

and overharvesting. Overharvesting is one of the major reasons for the loss of certain species in the wild. 

Orchids are harvested for food (mainly salep, a traditional name for orchids grown for the root tubers, and 

chikanda, a traditional Zambian food made from the tubers of African orchids), flavourings (vanilla), 

medicine (dendrobiums) and cosmetics and perfumes. In many cases (vanilla for example) the orchid is 

cultivated and there is no risk to orchids in their natural habitat. But for some foods and medicines,  

wild-collected orchids are used and as demand grows, species disappear due to overharvesting (Wraith and  

Pickering, 2018; Hinsley, de Boer, et al., 2017). 

Another reason for harvesting wild orchids is to supply orchid enthusiasts. While some of this is for scientific 

research, beautiful and interesting orchids, especially rare ones, are “must haves” for serious collectors. New 

orchid species are being discovered every year. As soon as they are listed, orchid hunters will harvest them.  

Being rare, they will fetch premium prices. Sadly, many of these new orchids have been extirpated within 

months of being announced due to overharvesting (Pham, The et al., 2014). 

CITES (the Convention on International Trade in Endangered Species of Wild Fauna and Flora) is an 

international agreement between governments (including Canada) to ensure that international trade in 

specimens of wild animals and plants does not threaten the survival of the species (CITES Secretariat, 2019). 

Where there are buyers there will be sellers. In the past, this illegal trade would occur within small 

communities between a few people. Now the internet has provided a huge boost to trafficking of orchids.  

Originally it took place on websites requiring infrastructure and expense. In recent years e-commerce on 

social media sites has reduced the cost and barriers for traffickers. In addition, the use of interest groups and 

forums within social media has provided targeted global connections between millions of people increasing 

the opportunities. These platforms also offer anonymity to the traffickers. Up to 46% of orchid online forum 

sales involve trafficking (Hinsley and Lee et al., 2016). 

Implications for you 

Purchasing an orchid species from another country without a CITES certificate indicating the plant was 

sourced sustainably and not wild collected is illegal. (Government of Canada, no date) Sadly, purchasing a 

wild collected orchid from a Canadian source is not illegal – but it is immoral. 

What can you do? 

Reputable vendors will not sell wild-harvested orchids. The Ottawa Orchid Society specifically states on 

vendor’s contracts for the Orchid Show that this is forbidden. However, if you have concerns you can always 

ask if a plant was wild collected. If it was, don’t purchase it. Indicate to the vendor that you will not be 

purchasing plants from them again and let others in the Society know.  

Purchasing from private sellers on social media is more complex as it requires the purchaser to have some 

knowledge and recognize clues (Parker, 2018). 
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Conservation Corner:   

Purchasing Orchids Online? – Don’t Contribute to the Illegal Orchid Trade (Cont) 

First, check the name   

• Hybrids (more than two names, e.g. Phalaenopsis Morning Joy) are produced by hybridizers from seed 

and are not wild collected. Feel free to purchase at will. 

• Only species on the CITES list (only two names genera and species e.g., Phalaenopsis bellina) are of 

concern. Be aware that they can also be produced by nurseries sustainably but they must be 

accompanied by a CITES certificate. These are safe to purchase. 

• Is it a newly discovered orchid (Kettley and Cheek, 2024)? It takes 22 to 66 months for seed 

development and production of a new plant to be considered artificially propagated. 

Then check the CITES list (Government of Canada, n.d.) 

• This is the list of endangered species that cannot be traded across borders if wild-harvested except for 

scientific research. Almost all orchid species are included. However, Paphiopedilum and 

Phragmipedium and a few other species are Level 1 as they are critically endangered mostly due to 

overharvesting. 

Look at the sales “blurb” and picture of the plant (Hinsley and Lee et al., 2016) 

• Does it look like it has been freshly potted or does it have the look of something pulled from the wild? 

Does it have microflora on the leaves, is there evidence of pests on flowers or broken roots? 

• Does the description hashtag include words like Paphiopedilum (most harvested), wild orchid, jungle 

orchid, wild collected, very rare? 

If any of these are present, don’t buy it! Stop the illegal orchid trade! 
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Conservation Corner:   

Purchasing Orchids Online? – Don’t Contribute to the Illegal Orchid Trade (Cont.) 

References  
 
Kettley, Sebastian and Dr. Martin Cheek. (December 2024). KEW’s Top Ten New Species of 2024. Royal 

Botanic Gardens KEW. Kew's Top 10 New Species of 2024:  https://www.kew.org/read-and-watch/top-
10-species-2024. 

 
Parker, Stephanie; ed Bellmaker, Genevieve. (2018). Social Media, e-commerce sites facilitate illegal orchid 

trade. Mongabay News. https://news.mongabay.com/2018/12/social-media-e-commerce-sites-facilitate-
illegal-orchid-trade/. 

 
Van The, Pham, Leonid V. Averyanov, Loc Ke Phan, Hiep Nguyen Tien, Canh Chu Xuan, 

Vinh Nguyen Tien, and Hieu Nguyen Quang. (2014). Field survey of Paphiopedilum canhii:  from 
discovery to extinction. Slipper Orchids FALL. 2014. 2-11. (PDF) Field survey of Paphiopedilum 
canhii: from discovery to extinction. 

 

Wraith, J. and C. Pickering. (2018). Quantifying anthropogenic threats to orchids using the IUCN Red List. 
Ambio, A Journal of the Human Environment 47(3):307–317. https://www.researchgate.net/
publication/320455417_Quantifying_anthropogenic_threats_to_orchids_using_the_IUCN_Red_List. 

 
The following report combines the information in the research papers above. Many of these suggest that 

Orchid Societies can be a solution to the online wild-collected trafficking by spreading information for the 

unsuspecting purchaser about this very real issue. 

Hinsley, Amy. (2018). The Role of Online Platforms in the Illegal Orchid Trade from South East Asia; 
Global Initiative Against Transnational Organized Crime, Geneve Switzerland. TG Global Initiative 
Against Transnational Organized CrimeIATOC-OrchidTrade-A4-Web.pdf. 

 

Jan Johns 

 

PLANTS NEEDED for Southern Ontario Orchid Society Show & Sale,  

February 8-9, 2025 

Please email Joyce Medcalf via joycemedcalf@gmail.com, OR PHONE at 613-852-2279 BEFORE Tuesday, 

February 4, 2025, with the list of your plants, even ‘possible’ plants, so that she can research them for the 

correct or updated names. The plants must be registered online by WEDNESDAY, February 5, 2025. Please 

include a picture/pictures in the email. 

Drop-Off:  Orchid plants for the SOOS Show & Sale in Toronto should be dropped off at Steve Levick’s 

house before NOON on Thursday February 6, 2025, at 52 Grenfell Crescent, Ottawa (levlauds@gmail.com).  

Please see the link below for a map:  

https://www.google.com/maps/place/52+Grenfell+Crescent,+Ottawa,+ON+K2G+0G4/@45.3205684,-

75.7236352,17z/data=!3m1!4b1!4m6!3m5!1s0x4cce07ed5b052d65:0x402c9fda0c237603!8m2!

3d45.3205647!4d-75.7210603!16s%2Fg%2F11c0yn4xnc?

entry=ttu&g_ep=EgoyMDI0MTIxMS4wIKXMDSoASAFQAw%3D%3D  

****Please call or text Steve, at 613-323-2715, to arrange a suitable time for plant drop off!  

 

https://www.kew.org/read-and-watch/top-10-species-2024
https://www.kew.org/read-and-watch/top-10-species-2024
https://news.mongabay.com/2018/12/social-media-e-commerce-sites-facilitate-illegal-orchid-trade/
https://news.mongabay.com/2018/12/social-media-e-commerce-sites-facilitate-illegal-orchid-trade/
https://www.researchgate.net/publication/288701667_Field_survey_of_Paphiopedilum_canhii_from_discovery_to_extinction
https://www.researchgate.net/publication/288701667_Field_survey_of_Paphiopedilum_canhii_from_discovery_to_extinction
https://www.researchgate.net/publication/320455417_Quantifying_anthropogenic_threats_to_orchids_using_the_IUCN_Red_List
https://www.researchgate.net/publication/320455417_Quantifying_anthropogenic_threats_to_orchids_using_the_IUCN_Red_List
https://globalinitiative.net/wp-content/uploads/2018/09/TGIATOC-OrchidTrade-A4-Web.pdf
https://globalinitiative.net/wp-content/uploads/2018/09/TGIATOC-OrchidTrade-A4-Web.pdf
mailto:joycemedcalf@gmail.com
mailto:levlauds@gmail.com
https://www.google.com/maps/place/52+Grenfell+Crescent,+Ottawa,+ON+K2G+0G4/@45.3205684,-75.7236352,17z/data=!3m1!4b1!4m6!3m5!1s0x4cce07ed5b052d65:0x402c9fda0c237603!8m2!3d45.3205647!4d-75.7210603!16s%2Fg%2F11c0yn4xnc?entry=ttu&g_ep=EgoyMDI0MTIxMS4wIKXMDSoASAF
https://www.google.com/maps/place/52+Grenfell+Crescent,+Ottawa,+ON+K2G+0G4/@45.3205684,-75.7236352,17z/data=!3m1!4b1!4m6!3m5!1s0x4cce07ed5b052d65:0x402c9fda0c237603!8m2!3d45.3205647!4d-75.7210603!16s%2Fg%2F11c0yn4xnc?entry=ttu&g_ep=EgoyMDI0MTIxMS4wIKXMDSoASAF
https://www.google.com/maps/place/52+Grenfell+Crescent,+Ottawa,+ON+K2G+0G4/@45.3205684,-75.7236352,17z/data=!3m1!4b1!4m6!3m5!1s0x4cce07ed5b052d65:0x402c9fda0c237603!8m2!3d45.3205647!4d-75.7210603!16s%2Fg%2F11c0yn4xnc?entry=ttu&g_ep=EgoyMDI0MTIxMS4wIKXMDSoASAF
https://www.google.com/maps/place/52+Grenfell+Crescent,+Ottawa,+ON+K2G+0G4/@45.3205684,-75.7236352,17z/data=!3m1!4b1!4m6!3m5!1s0x4cce07ed5b052d65:0x402c9fda0c237603!8m2!3d45.3205647!4d-75.7210603!16s%2Fg%2F11c0yn4xnc?entry=ttu&g_ep=EgoyMDI0MTIxMS4wIKXMDSoASAF
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PLANTS NEEDED for Southern Ontario Orchid Society Show & Sale,  

February 8-9, 2025 (Cont.) 

PLANTS WILL BE RETURNED by Jean Hollebone on the afternoon of MONDAY, February 10, 2025. 

Please call Jean at 613-226-2395 to arrange for pick up at the following address:  

1176 Castle Hill Cres, Ottawa, ON, Canada K2C 2A8. 

TO PREPARE YOUR ORCHIDS FOR TRAVEL AND SHOW DISPLAY:  IMPORTANT. 

1. Put your name on the back or underneath the pot using masking tape. 

2. Put your name and list of plants INSIDE the box AND on the OUTSIDE of the box, and your name on 

the outside of the big plastic bag if using. 

3. Include the parentage of hybrids, if possible. 

4. Please ensure the name on the plant tag is complete and spelled correctly. Leave the plant tag in the pot. 

5. Pack plants carefully so they are protected from wobbling and from the elements during transport. It is 

cold, put whole box in big plastic bag with a list of plants and your name on the outside. 

6. Stake spikes for transport and for best display, as appropriate. Do not put too many plants in one box! 

7. Clean the foliage using water, water with a little milk, or diluted lemon juice. Never use plant shine 

products. 

8. Remove any damaged/old flowers and leaves. 

9. Check well that your orchids are free of pests! 

10. If a plant or pot does not stand up by itself, please put it in an additional pot, NOT a decorative pot. We 

will not use decorative pots. 

11. **IMPORTANT - I NEED TO KNOW:  FOR PHALAENOPSIS. 

• the DOMINANT COLOUR of the flowers 

• any MARKINGS (yes or no), and 

• HORIZONTAL SIZE, less than 4 cm (1.5 inches) or greater than 4 cm (1.5 inches) 

 FOR PAPHIOPEDILUMS and PHRAGMIPEDIUMS: 

• the DOMINANT COLOUR of the flower 

 FOR CATTLEYA: 

• the DOMINANT COLOUR of the flowers 

• HORIZONTAL SIZE - Less than 10 cm (4 inches) or greater than 10 cm (4 inches) 

• Send a picture to me via joycemedcalf@gmail.com will help a lot! 

For additional information you can check the website for the SOOS Show & Sale at  

https://soos.ca/annual-show/   

 

Thanks! 

Joyce Medcalf 

 

mailto:joycemedcalf@gmail.com
https://soos.ca/annual-show/


 14 

 

The Toronto AOS Judging Centre  

The Toronto AOS Judging Centre meets on the first Saturday of every month, except in August when the 

meeting is held on the 2nd Sunday for ‘SUMMERFEST’. 

The meeting is held at:  

Toronto Botanical Gardens 

777 Lawrence Ave. East 

Toronto, ON M3C 1P2 

 Everyone is welcome!  

Judging meetings 

•  The meetings start at 10:00 a.m. with education, and AOS judging beginning at 1:00 p.m. 

•  Plant registration takes place from 10:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. 

Judging 

• Plants are registered; the Registrar will provide the necessary help. 

• Participants must have the full name of the plants (plants with no name cannot and will not be judged). 

• Participants must bring a clonal name to assign to the awarded plants (the clonal name is anything the own-

er chooses; the clonal name must be provided at the judging session). 

NOTE:  

• Plants must be clean and without pests. 

• While plants are being judged, participants are not allowed to make comments or to intervene; if 

there are any questions, these can be answered after judging.  

• You do not have to stay all day. You can be phoned when your plant is ready for pick up.   

Joyce Medcalf 

 

Growing Together Project 

Congratulations to Éamonn Tuck 
for being the first to bloom his  
Tolumnia Jairak Firm 'Orange' 
seedling.  
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The Montréal Judging Centre  

The Montréal Judging Centre extends an open invitation to the members of the Ottawa Orchid Society to 

attend its judging sessions. The Centre meets every month on the third Saturday (except in December when 

the meeting will be held on the second Saturday). The meeting is held at the Jardin botanique de Montréal 

(JBM) (Montréal Botanical Garden) in the Main building. The next meeting will be held on 

January 18, 2025.  

André Couture 

 

Plants awarded in Fall 2024  

Photos by Philippe Jolivet 

 

 

 

Epidendrum corymbosum ‘Jardin botanique de Montréal’ 
AOS/CBR 

Owner:  Jardin botanique de Montréal 

 

 

Note:  Award subject to species identification 

Oncidium planilabre ‘Jardin botanique de Montréal’ 
HCC/AOS 77 points 

Owner:  Jardin botanique de Montréal 

    
Note:  Award subject to species identification 
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Plants awarded in Fall 2024 (Cont.) 

 
Octomeria ventii  ‘Jardin botanique de Montréal’ 

AOS/CBR  CCM/AOS 82 points 
Owner:  Jardin botanique de Montréal 

  

Note:  Award subject to species identification 

Dendrobium Pink Sem ‘Jardin botanique de Montréal’ 
CCM/AOS 84 points  AM/AOS 83 points 
Owner:  Jardin botanique de Montréal 

 

 

Maxillaria skunkeana ‘Jardin botanique de Montréal’ 
CCE/AOS 92 points 

Owner:  Jardin botanique de Montréal 
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Plants awarded in Fall 2024 (Cont.) 

 
Epidendrum ravetianum ‘Géodes’ 

CBR/AOS  AM/AOS 80 points 
Owner:  Nicole Roy 

  

Note:  Award subject to species identification 

Bulbophylum longilabre ‘Jardin botanique de Montréal’ 
CBR/AOS 

Owner:  Jardin botanique de Montréal 

  

Note:  Award subject to species identification 

Cycnoches Taiwan Orange ‘Blancq’ 
CCE/AOS 90 points 

Owner:  Serge Leblancq 
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Plants awarded in Fall 2024 (Cont.) 

 
Dryadella dodsonii ‘Lynley Lana Raymond’ 

CBR/AOS  CCM/AOS 81 points 
Owner:  Laura Bonnell 

 

  

 

Coelogyne multiflora ‘Jardin botanique de Montréal’ 
CCM 82 points 

Owner:  Jardin botanique de Montréal 
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OOS Show Table for December 15, 2024 

ALLIANCE RIBBON 
AWARD 

NAME OF PLANT OWNER 

Cattleya Alliance 
Judged by 
Joyce Medcalf 

1st {Rhyncholaeliocattleya Memoria Walter Off 
‘SVO’ (Rhyncholaeliocattleya Higher Multiplier x  
Cattleya Seagulls Apricot) x Cattleya Angel’s Fantasy 
FCC/AOS (Cattleya Fire Fantasy x Cattleya  
Bright Angel)} 

Claude Brault 

2nd Cattleya Cherry Bee ‘Happy Fields’ (Cattleya Cherry 
Chip x Cattleya Beaufort) 

Monique Savard 

2nd Cattleya Penny Kuroda ‘Spots’ x Cattleya Jungle Gem 
‘Very Nice’ (Cattleya Precious Stones x Cattleya Jungle 
Elf) 

Vivian Brownell 

Phalaenopsis Alliance 
Judged by 
André Couture 
  

1st Phalaenopsis Meidarland Kaiulani ‘700’ HCC/AOS 
(Phalaenopsis Princess Kaiulani x Phalaenopsis  
KS Happy Eagle) 

Monique Savard 

2nd Phalaenopsis Meidarland Kaiulani ‘584’ (Phalaenopsis 
Princess Kaiulani x Phalaenopsis KS Happy Eagle) 

Claude Brault 

2nd Phalaenopsis venosa Steve Levick 

2nd Phalaenopsis Miki Golden Sand ‘Mouse’ (Phalaenopsis 
Brother Sara Gold x Phalaenopsis Kuntrarti Rarashati) 

Claude Brault 

3rd Phalaenopsis Yaphon Christmas ‘860’ (Phalaenopsis 
Yaphon Little Pixie x Phalaenopsis Yaphon Lover) 

Claude Brault 

3rd Phalaenopsis Tying Shin Fly Eagle (Phalaenopsis  
tetraspis x Phalaenopsis Dragon Tree Eagle) 

Claude Brault 

3rd Phalaenopsis Miki Golden Sand ‘1364’ (Phalaenopsis 
Brother Sara Gold x Phalaenopsis Kuntrarti Rarashati) 

Claude Brault 

Cypripedium Alliance 
Paphiopedilum 
Judged by 
Henry Steger 

1st Paphiopedilum Toni Semple  
(Paphiopedilum haynaldianum x Paphiopedilum lowii) 

Olga Pripotneva 

Vandaceous Alliance 
Judged by 
André Couture 

1st Vanda No Name Hybrid Jose Rauda 

Oncidium Alliance 
Judged by 
Jean Hollebone 

1st Oncidium Twinkle ‘Red Fantasy’  
(Oncidium cheirophorum x Oncidium sotoanum) 

Ian Philips 

2nd Oncidium Twinkle  
(Oncidium cheirophorum x Oncidium sotoanum) 

Serge Croteau 

2nd Oncidium No Name Hybrid Jose Rauda 

3rd Oncidium Tsiku Marguerite  
(Oncidium Twinkle x Oncidium sotoanum) 

Nick Cox 

Dendrobium Alliance 
Judged by 
Joyce Medcalf 

1st Dendrobium Yellow Chinsai ‘Magical Color’ 
(Dendrobium Chinsai x Dendrobium heterocarpum) 

Masa Matsuo 

Pleurothallid Alliance 
Judged by 
Henry Steger 

1st Dracula anthracina Julia Parshina 
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Member’s Choice Comments:   

 Unique colour; very nice well-kept plant; lots of flowers. 

 

 

Best of Show Table 1st Place  

Masa Matsuo’s Dendrobium Yellow Chinsai ‘Magical Color’ 
(Dendrobium Chinsai x Dendrobium heterocarpum) 

Photos by Arlene Lang 

OOS Show Table for December 15, 2024 (Cont.) 

ALLIANCE RIBBON 
AWARD 

NAME OF PLANT OWNER 

Miscellaneous 
Judged by 
André Couture 
  

1st Fredclarkeara After Dark (Mormodia Painted Desert x Olga Pripotneva 

2nd Monnierara Millennium Magic ‘Witchcraft’ FCC/AOS 
(Catanoches Midnight Jem x Mormodes sinuata) 

Nick Cox 

3rd Cycnodes Taiwan Orange  
(Cycnodes Taiwan Gold x Cycnodes Jumbo Jewel) 

Monique Savard 

Best of Show Table 
Judged by 
André Couture 
Joyce Medcalf 

1st Dendrobium Yellow Chinsai ‘Magical Color’ 
(Dendrobium Chinsai x Dendrobium heterocarpum) 

Masa Matsuo 

2nd Fredclarkeara After Dark  
(Mormodia Painted Desert x Catasetum Donna Wise) 

Olga Pripotneva 

Member’s Choice 
Judged by 
Jean-Guy Cyr 

Dendrobium Yellow Chinsai ‘Magical Color’  
(Dendrobium Chinsai x Dendrobium heterocarpum) 

Masa Matsuo 
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Best of Show Table 2nd Place 

Olga Pripotneva with her Fredclarkeara After Dark 
(Mormodia Painted Desert x Catasetum Donna Wise) 

  

Cattleya Alliance 

1st 

2nd 3rd 
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 Phalaenopsis Alliance 

1st 

2nd 

2nd 

2nd 3rd 

3rd 3rd 
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Cypripedium Alliance 

Paphiopedilum 

 

1st 

Vandaceous Alliance  

1st 

Oncidium Alliance  

1st 2nd 

2nd 3rd 
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Dendrobium Alliance Pleurothallid Alliance 

Miscellaneous 

1st 1st 

1st 

2nd 3rd 



 25 

 

Editor’s Corner:  Catasetinae Care - to Water or not to Water 

If you are growing Catasetinae orchids you maybe aware of the continuing 

discussion on whether we should water them before their root system is well 

developed, i.e., the roots are 10+ cm long. Several months ago, Miss Orchid Girl 

posted a YouTube video entitled ‘This Needs to Stop! - Repotting Catasetum Orchids 

& Venting about one of the biggest myths’. By biggest myth, she means no water 

until a plant has grown a substantial root system, and she is not the only one.  

As with everything related to orchids, the answer is not simple. It depends on your 

growing environment and the plant itself when determining when a Catasetinae plant 

should be watered! In nature, healthy plants store enough water reserve in their 

pseudobulbs during the rainy season in order to get through the winter dormancy with 

very little or no water. Plants that are not strong enough won’t survive this drought 

period. In a home environment, in particular in some areas of Canada, we have to 

keep a close watch on our Catasetinae during their winter dormancy because our 

houses and apartments tend to be very dry. Some growers use humidifiers, while 

others keep their plants near a dish of water to provide additional humidity. Some 

plants may need a little water, if their pseudobulbs shrivel over winter. However, 

once new growths appear in spring, technically no water should be given until the root system is well 

established.  

In her video, Miss Orchid Girl argues that Catasetums can be watered even when the roots are just starting to 

grow. She wets the very short roots of a new growth to demonstrate that they do absorb water and that a little 

water early on won’t harm the roots. While the roots may indeed absorb water, watering too early will stunt 

the growth of the roots and subsequently the growth of the new pseudobulb. To grow a large pseudobulb that 

contains enough energy to develop a flower spike, Catasetinae need a robust root system. Long-time 

Catasetum grower and hybridizer Fred Clarke concurs that once a new growth emerges, Catasetums should 

not be watered until the root system is developed to prepare plants to take up sufficient water and nutrients 

during their growing season.  

This being said, there are instances when one would water a Catasetinae before the roots are 10+ cm long. 

Small seedlings are one example; another would be when a pseudobulb has shrivelled to the point that the 

orchid won’t survive unless it is watered. In these instances, the plant may take up enough water and 

nutrients to survive, but may not grow a pseudobulb big enough to grow and support a flower spike. With 

patience and care the plant will recover and produce a flower spike in coming years. So while the general 

rule for Catasetinae is to withhold water until the root system is well established, a particular plant may 

require a little water to survive its dormancy. 

  

Andrea Picher 

Catasetum pileatum 
Displaying its  
extensive root system 
from the previous  
season 
Photo by  
Andrea Picher 

https://d.docs.live.net/f5dfb6d3938e8474/Ottawa%20Orchid%20Society/3-Spike%202024-25/This%20Needs%20to%20Stop!%20-%20Repotting%20Catasetum%20Orchids%20&%20Venting%20about%20their%20biggest%20myth’
https://d.docs.live.net/f5dfb6d3938e8474/Ottawa%20Orchid%20Society/3-Spike%202024-25/This%20Needs%20to%20Stop!%20-%20Repotting%20Catasetum%20Orchids%20&%20Venting%20about%20their%20biggest%20myth’

