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Welcome! Upcoming Activities at a Glance

Tuesday, March 11, 2025: Conservation Committee Meeting.

Thursday, March 13, 2025: Orchids Discussion Group.
Sunday, March 16, 2025: Terry Kennedy from Orchids in Our Tropics will speak to us about creating an

orchid display (for beginners).
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President’s Message

We enter February with the anticipation of joy. Days are getting longer, even though it is not
yet getting warmer! February is the month of love and Valentine’s Day a celebration often
marked by the gifting of flowers — many of which are orchids. This means the shops are full of
well-priced orchids for you to choose from! What a great month.

I hope you enjoyed Deb Boersma’s talk on To/umnia. Her talk was good for both beginners
and experienced growers. The appeal of these orchids is obvious. I learned what aspects of my
care make my Tolumnia happy, but I will be improving a few things for sure! Many thanks to
those who stepped up because I was not able to be there in person: Serge with his
commanding voice and military precision; and Ian Philips, Steve Levick and Eamonn Tuck for getting all the
tech to work. And the entire team for running the room as normal including Pat Boisvert as online host. My
presence in person is not a necessity for those of you who are thinking of running for President in May. See the
note about the elections on page 5.

I would also like to give a big shout-out this month to Hang Tran, our Webmaster. While we can do the posts
and a few updates, she is the one who makes us look good! Please take the time to explore the website —
especially the 2024 Show Awards. The tab for this is located under the Annual Show Tab. Run your cursor
lightly across Annual Show and the Awards link will pop up. She is busy ramping up the Show pages now,
which will be updated regularly as we move prepare for the Show.

Thanks to all those on the Show Committee who have already volunteered several hours toward the
management of this wonderful event. We are a volunteer Society and our ability to produce a successful Show
depends heavily on our members. There is something for everyone to do, so please make sure you sign up to
volunteer at Orchidophilia 2025, and plan to enter your orchids and photographs in the Show.

We will be having workshops in March at the Centrepointe Library. The first, on March 8, 2025, will be
‘Growing in a Glass Globe Terrarium’ where you will have an opportunity to plant an orchid of your choice in
a glass globe. The second workshop on March 29, 2025, is TBA — stay tuned for that.

This month we learn all about artificial lighting and how to set up a grow room. For many of us this will be an
exciting and motivating talk. Nick Rust is a good speaker — not only enthusiastic, but also very well organized
with great pictures. He will join us via Zoom. Thanks Hessalene for inviting him.

I look forward to seeing you in Halls C/D at the Nepean Sportsplex on February 16, 2025.

Jas Johae

President



Program Updates 2025
January 19, 2025:

This meeting will be a hybrid meeting. The Zoom meeting invite will be sent separately.
Meeting Time: Sunday, February 16, 2025, 2:00 p.m. to 4:30 p.m.

Location: This meeting will be held in Hall C/D. To get to Hall C/D, enter DOOR #4 (at the rear). Park
at the rear of the building and look for DOOR #4. Enter Door 4 and immediately go up the stairs. Hall
C/D is off the corridor to the left.

For those requiring an elevator: There is a small elevator to the right of the Door #4 entrance which can

hold 2-3 people and plants at a time. Go to the second floor. Hall C/D on exit is straight ahead off the
corridor.

February 16, 2025: In February, Nicholas Rust of RustyExotics Orchids in Athens, Georgia will talk about
“Artificial lighting and growing in a basement - Everything (simplified) you need to know to create a grow
room of your own.” This should be an illuminating talk for those interested in organizing an orchid growing
area. Nicholas specializes in terrestrial orchids, such as the beautiful jewel orchids, Habenarias and terrestrial
Australian orchids such as Thelymitra. Recently he has branched out to include other terrestrials in his
collection including pitcher plants and unusual aroids. Nicholas was a major contributor to the COC
publication on jewel orchids a few years ago.

Jean Follebone
Prognam Dérector

Show-and-Tell

‘ A reminder that we will hold a Show-and-Tell during the break at our monthly meetings. Do

you have a picture of your favourite orchid that came into bloom between meetings? Do you
have a picture of an orchid you would have brought to the Show Table, but can’t this month?
We want to see all the orchids you are so proud of. As these will NOT be judged, photos can

be submitted up to the Friday (February 14, 2025) before the Sunday meeting. Please
include:

¢

e Your name;

Clowesia e The name of the orchid; and

Rebecca

Northen e A very brief sentence on growing conditions (e.g., is it grown under LED lights, in a
‘Mikabi’ southeast window, above a tub of water for humidity? Why does it do so well for
Photo by you?).

Andrea Picher

Please send good quality pictures in an email (separate emails for each orchid please) to Jan
Johns at janet.johns@sympatico.ca. [ will compile them into a slideshow. They may even get
into Spike or on our Facebook and Instagram pages!
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Orchids Discussion Group - Update

The ODG meetings were a great success over the last season and will continue with monthly meetings on
Zoom (preregistration is required). Our next meeting is scheduled for Thursday, February 13, 2025, at
7:00 p.m.

In preparation for the ODG meetings, you may submit your questions or desired discussion topics in advance
to Pat Boisvert, ODG Chair at pat.g.boisvert@gmail.com.

The Plant Corner

If you have problems with a plant and are looking for help, send close-up pictures of the plant along with a
brief description and any questions you have. We will dedicate 15 minutes to identify the problem and
potential solutions. There will be time to discuss two plants per meeting.

Jennie McCloskey will email the question/topic list to OOS Members one week before the ODG meeting date
once the meeting dates are determined, along with the link for registration.

We hope you will enjoy participating in the ODG. We look forward to seeing many of you at these meetings.
Pat Bocovert

May 2025 Elections

Our Constitution calls for an election every two years for the Executive positions of President, Vice President,
Secretary and Treasurer. Claire Cooney (Secretary), Serge Croteau (appointed Treasurer) and

Jennie McCloskey (Vice President) are eligible to stand for their positions again and will do so. However,

Jan Johns (President) has served two terms and is ineligible to stand for election again. This position must be
filled.

Elections will be held at the May meeting. The Chair of the Nomination Committee is Doug Vye. The
Committee will search out and accept nominations from members in good standing for all positions.

How to apply:

Those interested in any of the Executive positions (particularly the President) should submit their names to the
Committee through membership@ottawaorchidsociety.com together with the names of three members in good
standing who will support their nomination. The election will be held on May 25, 2025.

For detailed job descriptions, please see the January edition of Spike, pages 6 and 7.
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ORCHIDOPHILIA 2025

The revenue from our Annual Show pays for our speakers, our meeting venue, our workshops and all the
other operating expenses you have come to enjoy at OOS. Not only does it “pay the bills” but it reaches out
to the public to show and educate the public about the gorgeous orchids we love. There are many ways you

can contribute.

1. You can volunteer. Volunteering is fun. You will meet new members, find out about how the Show
works and interact with the public. The more work you put in, the more benefits you will find. In
addition, volunteers get free admission on the day of volunteering. See the following overview of the
jobs and times for which volunteers are needed.

ACTIVITY WHEN LEVEL OF
ORCHID
KNOWLEDGE
REQUIRED
Friday, April 25 Saturday, April 26 Sunday, April 27
Greeters 10:30 a.m.-12:00 p.m. 9:00 a.m.-11:00 a.m. None
Table Care 1:30 p.m.-2:30 p.m. 5:00 p.m.-7:00 p.m. None
Set-up Team 2:00 p.m.-8:00 p.m. Low
Take-Down 4:00 p.m.-8:00 p.m. Low
Team
Fragrance 4:00 p.m.-9:30 p.m. 8:00 a.m.-10:30 a.m. 4:00 p.m.-7:00 p.m. Medium - High
Display
Clerks 7:30 am.-11:30 a.m. Low
Hospitality 11:30 a.m.-1:30 p.m. 11:30 a.m.-1:30 p.m. None
Admissions 10:30 2.m.-6:00 p.m. 9:00 a.m.-5:00 p.m. None
Plant Hotel 7:30 a.m.-5:00 p.m. 9:00 a.m.-4:00 p.m. Low

Member Sales
Table

11:00 a.m.-5:00 p.m.

9:00 a.m.-4:00 p.m.

Medium - High

Floor Managers

12:00p.m.-5:30 p.m.

9:00 a.m.-4:00 p.m.

Low

If you would like additional details, and if you want to sign up, please go to this link https://forms.gle/

Alv1oGpk2WI9H4Cm79. Nick Cox, our volunteer co-ordinator has set-up this form for you to sign up for
various volunteer positions.

You can help publicize the event. Share the poster with all your social media friends and with your

networks. Take posters and bookmarks to florists. Stake chloroplast signs around the city (details will be
available at the March meeting).

display. Details will be sent out soon. See Monique Savard for more information.

You can display your orchids on the OOS display table. We want plenty of plants to make this a major

You can set up your own display at our Show. All members are eligible to enter a display and are

eligible to win the Canadian Orchid Congress Trophy. Remember, you only need 1-5 orchids to enter a
display! At the March meeting, Terry Kennedy from Orchids in Our Tropics will give a talk for

beginners on how to set up a display. Applications for displays will be available soon.
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ORCHIDOPHILIA 2025 (Cont.)

5. You can submit a photograph to our Photography Exhibit for a chance to win the Michael
MacConaill Trophy or the new Best of Society Photography Ribbon.

The show schedule, photography rules and registration forms will be available in the coming weeks.

Please volunteer, help with publicity and display your orchids and photographs at the Show. Check out
the website https://ottawaorchidsociety.com/orchidophilia/, which will continue to be updated over the
coming weeks.

PLANTS NEEDED for the Orchid Show & Sale at the Roval Botanical Gardens,
February 22-23. 2025

Andrea Picher and Jean Hollebone will be taking plants from Ottawa to the Orchid Show & Sale at the Royal
Botanical Gardens (RBG) in Burlington on February 22-23, 2025.

This is a smaller Show set in the beautiful botanical conservatory of the RBG. We are looking for up to 16
orchids for the Ottawa display. If you have a plant in bloom and would like to send it, please send Jean an
email by February 17, 2025, giving its name along with photos of the flower and plant. We need this info for
plant registration which must be completed by end of day Thursday, February 20, 2025.

Please prepare your plant(s) for travel by securing them carefully in a box or tub. Check that leaves are clean,
old foliage and stems are removed and that the plants are disease and pest free and well staked for travel.
Please write your name on the side of your plant's pot and also on the box in which they are transported.
(Sticky address labels work well). Jean and Andrea will do their best to return them to you in the same good
condition as when you gave your plants into their care. Plants should be dropped off at Jean's house

1176 Castle Hill Crescent, Ottawa, on Wednesday, February 19, 2025, late afternoon or evening between

4:00 and 9:00 p.m., or by 12:00 noon, on Thursday February 20, 2025, so that the plants can be dressed and
labels made. Andrea and Jean will be returning Monday, February 24, 2025, and on return, an email will be
sent to each owner telling them when they can pick up their plants. For more information call us: Jean can be
reached at 613-293-8135 and Andrea at 613-203-7157.

Thank you,
fean Folleboue
Prognam Diérector
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Reminder: Orchid Order from Peruflora Peruvian Orchids

Les Orchidophiles de Montréal has invited members of the Ottawa Orchid Society (OOS) to join them in a
group order from Peruflora Peruvian Orchids. This is a great opportunity to get your hands on species and
hybrids from Peru.

The deadline to order and pay for the order is FEBRUARY 15, 2025.

The process is very simple:

1.

Download the order form 2025 Peruflora Bon_de Commande OTTAWA, was sent on
January 3, 2025. Once you open the document, please verify if you have access i.e., you may have to click
“enable editing” on the middle top of browser on the yellow line.

Once “active”, at the bottom of the order form, you will see the following tabs:
a. Commande FR (for those who want the French text)
b. Order EN (for those who want the English text)
c. Liste du marchand —the list of available plants
d. Termes_Conditions: This is information for Montréal members for payment, etc. Please ignore.
However, the information in #3, 4, & 5 is important. Our refund policy is below.
Fill in your name and other information on the top left-hand side of the screen.

The ordering process is a simple 3 easy steps process:

a. Note the code of the plant
b. Type the plant number in the column titled CODE
c. Once you enter a plant code, move your curser to column titled QUANTITY and insert the number of
plants you want. The order form will fill in the name of the plant, size and all related costs
automatically.
Repeat the steps outlined in #4 above for each plant you want.

Once you have completed your shopping, please send the completed form with your order to
andreapicherl@gmail.com and an e-transfer to sales@ottawaorchidsociety.com for the full amount (in
Canadian dollars).

You will receive a confirmation of receipt and payment when the order and payment have been submitted.
This may take a few days.

The order will be delivered after the danger of frost in the spring has passed (end of May 2025). Members will
be contacted by email stating when and where to pickup their orders. Discounts will be turned over to the OOS
Treasurer to help pay for programming. You will be reimbursed for plants that are not available.
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The Toronto AOS Judging Centre

The Toronto AOS Judging Centre meets on the first Saturday of every month, except in August when the
meeting is held on the 2™ Sunday for ‘SUMMERFEST”.

The meeting is held at:

Toronto Botanical Gardens
777 Lawrence Ave. East
Toronto, ON M3C 1P2

Everyone is welcome!
Judging meetings
e The meetings start at 10:00 a.m. with education, and AOS judging beginning at 1:00 p.m.

¢ Plant registration takes place from 10:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m.

Judging

o Plants are registered; the Registrar will provide the necessary help.

 Participants must have the full name of the plants (plants with no name cannot and will not be judged).

 Participants must bring a clonal name to assign to the awarded plants (the clonal name is anything the own-
er chooses; the clonal name must be provided at the judging session).

NOTE:
o Plants must be clean and without pests.

o While plants are being judged, participants are not allowed to make comments or to intervene; if
there are any questions, these can be answered after judging.

e You do not have to stay all day. You can be phoned when your plant is ready for pick up.

Joyce Wedealy

The Montréal Judging Centre

The Montréal Judging Centre extends an open invitation to the members of the Ottawa Orchid Society to at-
tend its judging sessions. The Centre meets every month on the third Saturday (except in December when the
meeting will be held on the second Saturday). The meeting is held at the Jardin botanique de Montréal (JBM)
(Montréal Botanical Garden) in the Main building. The next meeting will be held on February 15, 2025.
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OOS Show Table for January 19, 2025

ALLIANCE RIBBON NAME OF PLANT OWNER
AWARD
Cattleya Alliance Ist Rhynchovola Jimminey Cricket (Brassavola nodosa x | Claude Brault
Judged by Rhyncholaelia digbyana)
Joyce Medcalf 2nd Cattleya Platinum Sun ‘Patchara Fancy’ Jennie McCloskey
(Cattleya Francis T. C. Au x Cattleya Colorama)
3rd Epicatanthe Hsiang Yu Gold Coast ‘Fireworks’ Hang Tran
(Cattlianthe Oliver x Epidendrum stamfordianum)
Phalaenopsis Alliance Ist Phalaenopsis tetraspis ‘Purple Dream’ Claude Brault
Judged by 2nd Phalaenopsis Germaine Vincent Claude Brault
Jean Hollebone L ; .
(Phalaenopsis violacea x Phalaenopsis speciosa {Syn.
tetraspis})
3rd Phalaenopsis Bronze Buddha (Phalaenopsis Golden |Ian Philips
Buddha x Phalaenopsis Auspice Hsintien)
Cypripedium Alliance Ist Paphiopedilum Chiara (Paphiopedilum sukhakulii x Serge Croteau
Paphiopedilum Paphiopedilum lawrenceanum)
i.)ldged by 2nd {Paphiopedilum Frying Pan River (Paphiopedilum Hessalene Attong
yce Medcalf : . 5 : ,
Desert Heritage ‘Huge’ x Paphiopedilum Born
Cross-Eyed) x Paphiopedilum Born Cross-Eyed
‘Spotter’ (Paphiopedilum Alex Szabo x
Paphiopedilum Motu River)}
3rd Paphiopedilum Chiara (Paphiopedilum sukhakulii x Serge Croteau
Paphiopedilum lawrenceanum)
3rd Paphiopedilum delenatii Jennie McCloskey
Vandaceous Alliance Ist Renantanda (Renanthera philippinensis X Nick Cox
Judged by Vanda falcata) [Unregistered hybrid]
Jean Hollebone
Oncidium Alliance Ist Oncostele Midnight Miracles Hessalene Attong
Judged by (Rhynchostele bictoniensis x Oncidium cariniferum)
Jean Hollebone {Syn.?? Colmanara Masai White [Not registered with
the RHS]}
2nd Oncidium Sharry Baby Ian Philips
(Oncidium Jamie Sutton x Oncidium Honolulu)
2nd lonopsis utricularioides Claude Brault
3rd Oncidium Twinkle ‘Red Fantasy’ AOC [Australian Nick Cox
Orchid Council] (Oncidium cheirophorum x Oncidium
sotoanum)
3rd Oncidium Gold Dust Nick Cox
(Oncidium Twinkle x Oncidium cheirophorum)
3rd Tolumnia Jairak Firm ‘Crimson’ Hessalene Attong
(Tolumnia Rainbow x Tolumnia Plush)
Dendrobium Alliance Ist Dendrobium spectabile Jennie McCloskey
}lelgf%lotﬁyeb one 2nd Dendrobium Micro Chip Jennie McCloskey

(Dendrobium normanbyense x Dendrobium aberrans)
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OOS Show Table for January 19, 2025 (Cont.)
ALLIANCE RIBBON NAME OF PLANT OWNER
AWARD

Miscellaneous Ist Bulbophyllum lasiochilum h.f. flavum Claude Brault
Judged by
Joyce Medcalf
Best of Show Table | Dendrobium spectabile Jennie McCloskey
Judged by
Jean Hollebone and
Joyce Medcalf
Member’s Choice Dendrobium Micro Chip Jennie McCloskey
Judged by (Dendrobium normanbyense x Dendrobium aberrans)
Douglas Vye

Member’s Choice Comments:

Very floriferous, and good growth.

Best of Show Table and Member’s Choice

Jennie McCloskey with her Best of Show Table winner Dendrobium spectabile and
Member’s Choice Winner Dendrobium Micro Chip
(Dendrobium normanbyense x Dendrobium aberrans)

Photos by Arlene Lang
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Cattleya Alliance

Phalaenopsis Alliance
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Cypripedium Alliance

Paphiopedilum

Vandaceous Alliance
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Oncidium Alliance
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Dendrobium Alliance

Miscellaneous
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Editor’s Corner:

Hoping that everyone is staying warm during these very cold winter days. It’s been a while since we
experienced a really cold winter but I am making the best of it. I am so very glad to have my orchids to care
for and am hoping that some of them will soon show off their beautiful blooms.

I am looking forward to Nicholas Rust’s presentation on growing under artificial lighting. For the past three
years | have been growing most of my orchids under lights. Some of them are in a grow room in the
basement and others in an Ikea Milsbo cabinet, making his presentation especially relevant to my growing
conditions.

This past week, Nicholas Rust appeared in a YouTube video, where he shared his knowledge on growing
Habenaria orchids. He was interviewed by Stephen Van Kampen-Lewis, who is a long-time Catasetum and
Cattleya grower, as well as an AOS Judge and who also seems to be interested in Habenaria orchids. This
was a great interview to watch. The information presented in this interview complements Sarah Hurdle’s
presentation from our October 2024 meeting. Your can watch the interview with Nicholas at
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zc tS1olDDw&t=22s.

If you have an AOS membership, check out the July 2024 issue of Orchid Magazine which includes a great
write-up on Habenaria orchids, including many stunning pictures, by Nicholas Rust.

Looking forward to seeing you at the meeting on February 16.

Hndnea Picther

*
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