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Welcome! Upcoming Activities at a Glance 

Thursday, January 9, 2024:  Orchids Discussion Group. 

Tuesday, January 14, 2024:  Conservation Committee Meeting. 

Sunday, January 19, 2025:  In January we welcome Deb Boersma from the Windsor Orchid Society to talk 

about Tolumnias.  

February 16, 2025:  Nicholas Rust will talk to us about “Artificial lighting and growing in a basement - 

Everything (simplified) you need to know to create a grow room of your own.”  

 

 

 

 

December 2024 
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President’s Message 

Winter has finally arrived! I am not a winter sports fan, but I do enjoy the crisp white 

landscape on those clear winter nights – magical, especially when our neighbours have their 

holiday lights glittering as brightly as the stars. 

I hope you all managed to fill up on orchid supplies from Ravenvision. Many thanks to all 

those who quickly stepped up to help Jay and Max unload and pack up for their return. It was 

a very interesting meeting, with apologies to our online guests who had to suffer a little until 

we got the presentation right. Jay’s presentation was very informative. I think many of us 

(myself included) decided it was time to plan a terrarium. If you want a big one, please note 

the ad from Ian Philips on page 6. 

Our workshop on orchid mounting was a great success. Many thanks to Andrea Picher for setting it up. Despite 

the technical issues, our participants shared their experiences (good and bad) and everyone got down to 

mounting an orchid. It was wonderful to hear the excitement and the buzz - all about orchids. Thanks to 

Hessalene, Nick and Ian for sharing their successes. It is also nice to see that the sharing continued by email 

and many have shared their mounts and mounting spaces. See pictures page 16. 

At our December meeting, we will hear a short presentation about our Conservation Committee’s work and 

what they are planning for the future. We will also review and (hopefully) accept our Year End (July 2023 - 

June 2024) Financial Statements for 2024. Many thanks to Doug Vye for his dedication in his role as 

Treasurer; it is a huge job and we so appreciate him. We also thank Serge Croteau for offering to complete the 

financial review for this year. He has been thorough, and we are very grateful for his work. I hope you have all 

read the Financial Statements that have been sent out earlier by email and are located at the end of this edition 

of Spike. Doug will be available to answer all questions before we vote.  

To finish the business side of the meeting, the financial review will be followed by a brief outline of the 

process for our biannual election, which is set to take place in May 2025.  

We are then on to the celebrations! Are you ready for the Annual OOS Trivia Challenge? Many thanks to 

Jennie McCloskey who has taken on this task for us. It is a great way to meet some new friends in the Society, 

chat about orchids and a few other topics, while enjoying festive refreshments – and maybe win a prize! 

We have decided not to hold the gift exchange as so few people signed up last year. If you really want to give a 

gift, feel free to bring one for the raffle table. For this festive meeting, everyone will receive a free ticket. You 

may also want to donate some funds for a Conservation Organization to be declared by the Conservation 

Committee.   

We are encouraging everyone to bring their seasonal treats for the festive refreshment table. However, we 

cannot serve anything that could spoil if left out of the refrigerator. This would include items like deviled eggs, 

shrimp and seafood, sausages, meatballs, etc. Should someone become inadvertently ill, our insurance does not 

cover food-borne illnesses. 

This will be my 4th year as President and according to our Constitution, I cannot stand for re-election as 

President. It is time to step aside. It was a good decision our founders made as it is important to bring in new 

leadership on a regular basis to keep our Society strong. I feel comfortable that we are in a good place, and that 

I accomplished most of my goals during my term. However, we can always improve and move forward. I will 

not miss the work, but I will miss the many wonderful Board and Committee members that I work with every 

day. I will continue to support the OOS for as long as I have orchids.  

I look forward to seeing you all, 

Jan Johns 

President 
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Program Updates 2024  

December 15, 2024:   

This meeting will be a hybrid meeting. The Zoom meeting invite will be sent separately.  

Meeting Time:  Sunday, December 15, 2024, 2:00 p.m. to 4:30 p.m. 

Location:  Hall F, Nepean Sportsplex, 1701 Woodroffe Avenue; DOOR 2 (at the rear). Enter Door 2 and 

go through the next door to your right, and take the stairs to Hall F, overlooking Arena 2. The elevator 

is to your left upon entering Door 2.  

Please join us to celebrate the season. Our guests online will be able to enjoy the presentations and OOS 

business items, participate in the OOS Trivia Challenge and view the Show Table. If you feel unwell, please 

join us online. 

There will be three short presentations:  

1. A short presentation on what the Conservation Committee has been up to and what the future holds. We 

need more volunteers, and all are welcome.  

2. Presentation and acceptance of our 2024 year-end financial statements. Our year end was June 30, 2024. 

Doug Vye will be available to answer any questions. It is important that everyone votes. 

3. An introduction to the nomination process for our biannual elections at the May meeting. And of course, the 

annual OOS Trivia Challenge – you will work in convivial groups while enjoying refreshments to answer 

some questions and perhaps win prizes! 

We will also have the Show Table as usual, your pre-orders from Manu’s Orchids will be available for pick up, 

and if you haven’t finished shopping for your favourite orchid afficionado, why not purchase a COC Calendar 

2025? They will be sure to enjoy it. There are a few left. 

Potluck:  Baked goods and sweets, cheese and crackers, fruit and vegetable trays only please. 

We would love for you to share your favourite holiday recipes for festive refreshments (see guidelines below). 

Please indicate if they are gluten free, nut free or sugar free. 

Guidelines 

Please bring baked goods or sweets, cheese trays with crackers, fruit and vegetable trays only. Please DO 

NOT bring anything that could spoil if left out on a table, for example, shrimp, sausages, deviled eggs etc., it 

will be removed. Our insurance does not cover food-borne illnesses. 

Please note:  There will be NO Gift Exchange this year. Instead, everyone will receive one raffle ticket. 

Feel free to bring a donation for the raffle table. You may also want to donate some funds for a 

Conservation Organization to be declared by the Conservation Committee. 

Upcoming Events 2025  

January 19, 2025:  Join us in January as we will welcome Deb Boersma from the Windsor Orchid Society to 

talk about Tolumnias. This talk will be of special interest to those who have chosen Tolumnias as their 

‘Growing Together’ orchid. Deb has won many prizes for her beautiful Tolumnias (and other orchids) and will 

fill us in on some of the interesting features of this species. She will also share her special tips for producing 

exceptional plants. Deb is a recently retired chemistry teacher from St. Clair College in Windsor, a very busy 

AOS trustee who is Chair of the AOS Membership Committee, and she grows about 500 orchids in her own 

greenhouse. She is the instigator and developer of the AOS Gift a Youth program which now has over 15 

students enrolled.   
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Upcoming Events 2025 (Cont.) 

February 16, 2025:  In February Nicholas Rust of RustyExotics Orchids in Athens, Georgia will talk about 

“Artificial lighting and growing in a basement - Everything (simplified) you need to know to create a grow 

room of your own.” This should be an illuminating talk for those interested in organizing an orchid growing 

area. Nicholas specializes in terrestrial orchids, such as the beautiful jewel orchids, Habenarias and terrestrial 

Australian orchids such as Thelymitra. Recently he has branched out to include other terrestrials in his 

collection including pitcher plants and unusual aroids. Nicholas was a major contributor to the COC 

publication on jewel orchids a few years ago.  

Jean Hollebone  

Program Director 

 

Show-and-Tell 

A reminder that we will hold a Show-and-Tell during the break at our monthly meetings. Do you have a 

picture of your favourite orchid that came into bloom between meetings? Do you have a picture of an orchid 

you would have brought to the Show Table, but can’t this month? We want to see all the orchids you are so 

proud of. As these will NOT be judged, photos can be submitted up to the Friday (December 13) before 

the Sunday meeting. Please include: 

• Your name;  

• The name of the orchid; and 

• A very brief sentence on growing conditions (e.g., is it grown under LED lights, in a southeast 

window, above a tub of water for humidity? Why does it do so well for you?). 

Please send good quality pictures in an email (separate emails for each orchid please) to Jan Johns at 

janet.johns@sympatico.ca. I will compile them into a slideshow. They may even get into Spike or on our 

Facebook and Instagram pages! 

 

Orchids Discussion Group - Update 

The ODG meetings were a great success over the last season and will continue with monthly meetings on 

Zoom (preregistration is required). Our next meeting is scheduled for Wednesday, December 11, 2024, at 

7:00 p.m.  

In preparation for the ODG meetings, you may submit your questions or desired discussion topics in advance 

to Pat Boisvert, ODG Chair at pat.g.boisvert@gmail.com.  

The Plant Corner 

If you have problems with a plant and are looking for help, send close-up pictures of the plant along with a 

brief description and any questions you have. We will dedicate 15 minutes to identify the problem and 

potential solutions. There will be time to discuss two plants per meeting.  

Jennie McCloskey will email the question/topic list to OOS Members one week before the ODG meeting date 

once the meeting dates are determined, along with the link for registration. 

We hope you will enjoy participating in the ODG. We look forward to seeing many of you at these meetings.  

Pat Boisvert  

ODG Chair 

mailto:janet.johns@sympatico.ca
mailto:pat.g.boisvert@gmail.com
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COC Calendars 2025 

There are very few Canadian Orchid Congress calendars available for sale at the December meeting. 

Cost: $20 

The photos are stunning, including one by Arlene Lang of the OOS, and there are culture tips throughout. 

The monthly Orchid Task Check List is very useful and the dates for Shows across Canada are marked right 

on the calendar itself so you can plan your spring trips easily. If you have orchid lovers on your holiday list, 

this is the perfect gift! 

 

Want to Set up a Terrarium Now? Here’s a Bargain 

Ian Philips constructed this amazing aquarium with stand intended to be that elusive terrarium, but has now 

decided it is too big for his home and would like it to find a new home for a minimum of $50. You would 

have to pick it up from his home. 

The tank is 4 feet long, 1 foot wide and about 20 inches high. The cover will accommodate four 4 foot-long 

T5 or equivalent LED tubes. There will be lots of light.  

The hood is solid maple. The dovetail joints in the hood are handmade and it has a solid brass piano hinge. 

The stand is also solid maple, unfinished. It comes apart with quick fasteners. 

It is a project almost complete. It still needs a urethane finish and the light fittings never got wired up. 

He hopes that now that most of the work has been done, someone has the space and the enthusiasm to finish 

it. 

For more information, please contact Ian Philips at iphilips5@gmail.com. 
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Conservation Corner:  Make it a Green Christmas 

Growing up in New Brunswick, a green Christmas was an anomaly. It was not unusual to have snow as early 

as Halloween! So a “Green Christmas” was unusual and a bit of a letdown. Fast forward to living in Toronto 

over fifty years later, and a Green Christmas has become the usual.  

Now of course I am referring to snowfall, but there is another interpretation of a “Green Christmas” - a time 

of reflecting on what is happening in the environment and supporting green initiatives and conservation. As 

we approach the end of 2024, it is also the time to reflect on charitable donations for tax receipts. I look at 

conservation in very broad strokes, as I believe that everything is connected. Here are a few of the 

organizations that I regularly support. The notes about the organizations explain why they are on my donation 

list. 

 

Nature Conservancy of Canada (NCC) 

SOOS has a great working relationship with NCC. If your desire is to preserve habitat and support the 

stewardship of it, then NCC will be at the top of the list. They support conservation initiatives from coast to 

coast to coast. NCC also participates in the annual SOOS Orchid Show and Sale. 

https://natureconservancy.ca/en/  

 

Ontario Nature 

Ontario Nature has over 150 member organizations in our province. In addition to conserving habitat, they 

ensure that important information about government policy changes is available to everyone. They have been 

instrumental in organizing and educating the public regarding wetlands in Ontario. SOOS has participated in 

their Youth Summit for Mother Earth, helping to educate the next generation of conservation and 

environmentalists. Ontario Nature participates in the annual SOOS Orchid Show and Sale. 

https://ontarionature.org/  

 

Indspire 

Indspire is a national organization that supports the First Nations community through promoting and 

supporting post-secondary education. There is much work to do for true Truth and Reconciliation. This is just 

one way that you can support the process. 

https://indspire.ca/ways-to-give/  

 

ecojustice and environmental defense 

Both of these organizations support advocacy for the environment by holding governments accountable for 

their actions. It can range from court cases to lobbying to protests. If you like to have more political activism 

to your donations, you should look at these organizations. 

https://ecojustice.ca/  

https://environmentaldefence.ca/  

 

Ducks Unlimited Canada (DUC) 

DUC is the leading organization in Canada preserving wetlands. And yes, that’s where many orchids can be 

found. DUC is also a leader in supporting environmental research. 

https://www.ducks.ca/  

 

  

https://natureconservancy.ca/en/
https://ontarionature.org/
https://indspire.ca/ways-to-give/
https://ecojustice.ca/
https://environmentaldefence.ca/
https://www.ducks.ca/
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Conservation Corner:  Make it a Green Christmas (Cont.) 

David Suzuki Foundation 

David Suzuki is probably Canada’s best-known environmentalist. The Foundation makes available 

information about climate change and the fossil fuel industry to the public so that they can better understand 

what is happening with our climate. One of their main focuses is lobbying governments to improve policy and 

reach agreed to climate targets. 

https://davidsuzuki.org/   

 

There are many other organizations that work tirelessly to protect the environment, support conservation and 

promote policy change on environmental issues. Here are a few: 

Nature Canada:  https://naturecanada.ca/  

Canadian Parks and Wilderness Society:  https://cpaws.org/  

Council of Canadians:  https://canadians.org/  

 

As much as I would like to see donations go to an environmental organization, I am also aware that there are 

many people struggling to make ends meet with the rising cost of living. Food banks are seeing an 

unsustainable level of new clients, and consequently, also a drop in donations. They need our help. Below is a 

link to Daily Bread, based here in Toronto. Regardless of where you live, there is a food bank in your 

neighbourhood. Please consider donating food or funds. Consider donating online as the postal strike has 

made year end giving a challenge for everyone. 

If you can’t support them financially, consider volunteering. 

https://www.dailybread.ca/  

And in Ottawa, the Ottawa Food Bank. 

https://www.ottawafoodbank.ca/  

 

May your Holiday Season be all that you need it to be, however you celebrate. 

As we approach the new year, may we continue to be hopeful.  

 

 

John Alexander 
 

https://davidsuzuki.org/
https://naturecanada.ca/
https://cpaws.org/
https://canadians.org/
https://www.dailybread.ca/
https://www.ottawafoodbank.ca/
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The Montréal Judging Centre  

The Montréal Judging Centre extends an open invitation to the members of the Ottawa Orchid Society to 

attend its judging sessions. The Centre meets every month on the third Saturday (except in December when 

the meeting will be held on the second Saturday). The meeting is held at the Jardin botanique de Montréal 

(JBM) (Montréal Botanical Garden) in the Main building.  

André Couture 

 

The Toronto AOS Judging Centre  

The Toronto AOS Judging Centre meets on the first Saturday of every month, except in August when the 

meeting is held on the 2nd Sunday for ‘SUMMERFEST’. 

The meeting is held at:  

Toronto Botanical Gardens 

777 Lawrence Ave. East 

Toronto, ON M3C 1P2 

 Everyone is welcome!  

Judging meetings 

•  The meetings start at 10:00 a.m. with education, and AOS judging beginning at 1:00 p.m. 

•  Plant registration takes place from 10:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. 

Judging 

• Plants are registered; the Registrar will provide the necessary help. 

• Participants must have the full name of the plants (plants with no name cannot and will not be judged). 

• Participants must bring a clonal name to assign to the awarded plants (the clonal name is anything the 

owner chooses; the clonal name must be provided at the judging session). 

NOTE:  

• Plants must be clean and without pests. 

• While plants are being judged, participants are not allowed to make comments or to intervene; if 

there are any questions, these can be answered after judging.  

• You do not have to stay all day. You can be phoned when your plant is ready for pick up.  

           

Joyce Medcalf 
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OOS Show Table for November 17, 2024 

ALLIANCE RIBBON 
AWARD 

NAME OF PLANT OWNER 

Cattleya Alliance 
Judged by 
Ethan Ackermann 

1st Cattleya x dolosa h.f. alba ‘Gorgeous’ AM/AOS 
(Cattleya loddigesii x Cattleya walkeriana) 

Tommy Wingreen 

2nd Rhyncattleanthe Nell Hammer (Rhyncholaeliocattleya 
Haadyai Delight x Cattlianthe Varut Startrack) 

Andrea Picher 

2nd Laelia rubescens Masa Matsuo 

3rd Cattleya Mini Berlin ‘Purple Queen’ (Cattleya  
Cariad’s Mini-Quinee x Cattleya Mini Purple) 

Tommy Wingreen 

3rd Brassavola nodosa Julia Parshina 

Cypripedium Alliance 
Paphiopedilum 
Judged by 
Joyce Medcalf 

1st Paphiopedilum Millie Lester (Paphiopedilum  
Kimura’s Present x Paphiopedilum Lippewunder) 

Hessalene Attong 

Phalaenopsis Alliance 
Judged by 
Joyce Medcalf 

1st Phalaenopsis Younghome Princess ‘White Pearl’ 
(Phalaenopsis Leopard Prince x Phalaenopsis Fuller’s 
E-Plus) 

Tommy Wingreen 

2nd Phalaenopsis No Name Hybrid Julia Parshina 

2nd Phalaenopsis Zhen Min Anaconda ‘CL-1’ 
(Phalaenopsis Sunrise Red Peoker x  
Phalaenopsis Fusheng’s Super Man) 

Monique Savard 

3rd Phalaenopsis Yen Shuai Sweet Girl ‘Shiny Girl’ 
(Phalaenopsis Little Gem Stripes x Phalaenopsis Tzu 
Chiang Prince) 

Tommy Wingreen 

Vandaceous Alliance 
Judged by 
Joyce Medcalf 

1st Vandachostylis Mary Chee Bee Kiang (Vandachostylis 
Pine Rivers ‘Blue’ x Vandachostylis Sasicha ‘Blue’) 

Hessalene Attong 

2nd Perreiraara (Syn. Rhynchorides) Bangkok Sunset 
(Vandachostylis Thai Noi x Aerides houlletiana) 

Julia Parshina 

2nd Vanda Jairak Brightful ‘Orange’  
(Vanda Mee x Vanda Aroonsri Beauty) 

Hessalene Attong 

2nd Holcoglossum wangii Olga Pripotneva 

Oncidium Alliance 
Judged by 
Ethan Ackermann 

1st Oncostele (Syn. Colmanara) Wildcat (Oncostele Rustic 
Bridge x Oncidium Crowborough (1965)) 

Julia Parshina 

2nd Bratonia (Syn. Miltassia) Aztec ‘Nalo’  
(Bratonia Cartagena x Miltonia Minas Gerais) 

Maria Martins 

Dendrobium Alliance 
Judged by 
Ethan Ackermann 

1st Dendrobium bracteosum ‘Yuan’ Maria Martins 

2nd Dendrobium Tianmu Canary (Dendrobium Tian Mu 
Rainbow x Dendrobium Tianmu Kiirosakura) 

Maria Martins 

Miscellaneous 
Judged by 
Henry Steger 

1st Cycnodes Wine Delight (Cycnoches lehmannii x  
Mormodes sinuata) 

Margaret Haydon 
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Member’s Choice Comments: 

Lovely orange colour. Nicely presented flat blooms. I love the foliage with lots of growths, plus a small growth at the 
base. Obviously happy. 

OOS Show Table for November 17, 2024 

ALLIANCE RIBBON 
AWARD 

NAME OF PLANT OWNER 

Miniature 
Judged by 
Henry Steger 

1st Bulbophyllum lasiochilum h.f. flavum Olga Pripotneva 

Best of Show Table 
Judged by 
Andre Couture 
Ethan Ackermann, 
Joyce Medcalf 

Vanda Jairak Brightful ‘Orange’  
(Vanda Mee x Vanda Aroonsri Beauty) 

Hessalene Attong 

Member’s Choice 
Judged by 
Ian Philips 

Vanda Jairak Brightful ‘Orange’  
(Vanda Mee x Vanda Aroonsri Beauty) 

Hessalene Attong 

 

Best of Show Table and Member’s Choice  

Hessalene Attong’s Vanda Jairak Brightful ‘Orange’  

(Vanda Mee x Vanda Aroonsri Beauty) 

Photos by Éamonn Tuck   

Éamonn Tuck  



 12 

 

Cattleya Alliance 

Cypripedium Alliance 

Paphiopedilum 

1st 

 2nd 2nd 

1st 

3rd 3rd 
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 Phalaenopsis Alliance 

Vandaceous Alliance 

1st 2nd 

2nd 3rd 

1st 2nd 
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Vandaceous Alliance (Cont.) 

Oncidium Alliance 

2nd 2nd 

Dendrobium Alliance 

1st 

2nd 

1st 2nd 
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Miscellaneous 

 

Miniature 

1st 

1st 
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Orchid Mounting Workshop November 2024 in Pictures 

Photos by Jan Johns 
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Editor’s Corner:  Mounting Workshop Recap 

Thank you to everyone who came to the orchid mounting workshop and sharing your expertise and your 

beautiful plants on Saturday, November 23. I truly enjoyed participating and watching everyone mounting their 

plants. The energy in the room was amazing!  

Due to technical difficulties, we were unable to show the American Orchid Society video as planned. As a 

result we had a bit more time for discussions. As well Ian Philips, Hessalene Attong and Nick Cox shared their 

experience in mounting and caring for mounted orchids. They also brought some of their mounted orchids to 

share with participants. After a lively discussion and Show-and-Tell of mounted plants, participants moved on 

to the hands-on portion of the workshop where they mounted a plant of their choice. See below some of the 

amazing results. 

Wishing all of you Happy Holidays and hope to see you at the December meeting.  

Andrea Picher 

Editor 
 

 

 

Photos by Chantel Hutter 
Angraecum germinyanum 
Photo by Olga Pripotneva  

Photos by Andrea Picher 


