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Welcome! Upcoming Activities at a Glance 

Saturday, October 26, 2024:  Phalaenopsis care and potting workshop at the Centrepointe Library. 

Tuesday, November 12, 2024:  Conservation Committee Meeting. 

Thursday, November 14, 2024:  Orchids Discussion Group. 

Sunday, November 17, 2024:  OOS Monthly Meeting. We welcome Jay Norris of Ravenvision Orchid Supplies 
who will talk about successfully growing orchids in terrariums.  
 

 

 

 

 

October 2024 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

  1 2 3 4 5 

6    7 8   7 p.m. 
Conservation 
Committee 
Meeting 

9 10   7 p.m. 
Orchids  
Discussion 
Group 

11   7 p.m. 

OOS 

Board Meeting 

12 

 

13    14 

Thanksgiving 

15    16 

 

17    18 

 

19 

20   2 p.m. 

OOS Monthly 

Meeting 

21 

 

22 23 24 25 
 

26   10 a.m. to  
12:00 p.m. 
Potting  
Workshop 

27    

 

28 

 

 

29 30 

Spike  

Deadline 

31   
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President’s Message 

Thanksgiving is upon us – and I am sure we all have many things to be thankful for. In 

particular, I am so grateful for all the enthusiastic volunteers and participants in the Ottawa 

Orchid Society. It is a privilege to work with such a great group of orchid lovers! I am 

constantly learning about orchids. I found our talk on Miniature Cattleyas by Alan Koch 

engaging and helpful. My order in the spring will be a little different with the information 

about his hybrids. 

Many thanks to our Growing Together team headed by Jean Hollebone, and the group leaders, 

Hessalene Attong, Jennie McCloskey and Nick Cox. Watching the excitement of our members 

picking up orchids to participate in this group activity was heartwarming. This is the way our meetings should 

always be – members sharing their expertise and learning from others. Our goal is to facilitate excellent 

growing and learning about the culture and conservation of orchids. 

We have grown as a Society and have many new members thanks to our Membership Chair, 

Jennie McCloskey. I urge our new members to sign up for our hands-on workshop on October 26 (see page 7) 

at the Nepean Centrepointe Library and for those of you who like to be more socially interactive, please 

consider joining us for lunch at Chances R Restaurant afterwards. The workshop will be the same as last year, 

but if you are still finding Phalaenopsis care and repotting a challenge and need a refresher, please join us. 

A big shout out to Nick Cox and the Conservation Committee for their plans to transplant a few 

Cypripedium acaule (Pink Lady’s Slipper) in preparation for a potential larger move in Deep River where 

development is planned. If you are interested in helping with this very important trial, please look for emails 

that will detail dates and requirements. We anticipate the dates to be October 19, 2024 with a rain date of 

October 27, 2024. Unfortunately, we cannot send the invitation until we have the written permission of the 

owners of the site. Watch your inbox and check out the conservation article by Chantel Hutter on page 9 for 

the miracle of rehabilitation. Yes, everyone. There is hope! 

We are now beginning to plan our 2025 Show, Orchidophilia for April 2025. If you were on the Show 

Committee last year and want to join us again, please let us know. If you weren’t part of the Committee and 

are interested in joining us, we can find you a job! It takes many hands to make the Show a success. 

For the October meeting, we look forward to a talk about Habenaria from Sarah Hurdel. These orchids are 

mostly terrestrial which brings its own challenges to those of us who primarily grow ephiphytes. I am looking 

forward to learning more about them. I have already purchased far too many orchids from 

Roehampton Orchids, and I am very excited to pick them up at our meeting. I hope many of you have 

purchased orchids as well. I look forward to seeing you all there on October 20. 

 

Jan Johns 

President 
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Program Updates 2024  

October 20, 2024:   

This meeting will be a hybrid meeting. The Zoom meeting invite will be sent separately.  

Meeting Time:  Sunday, October 20, 2024, 2:00 p.m. to 4:30 p.m. 

Location:  Hall F, Nepean Sportsplex, 1701 Woodroffe Avenue; DOOR 2 (at the rear). Enter Door 2 and 

go through the next door to your right, and take the stairs to Hall F, overlooking Arena 2. The elevator 

is to your left upon entering Door 2.  

Sarah Hurdel of Needmore Orchids (Washington, D.C.) will present on  

"Habenaria - Best in Show!" Learn about this often misunderstood, yet surprisingly 

easy-to-grow genus. She provides an introduction to the species, hybrids and closely 

related genera, with a detailed look at cultural needs and what makes this the ultimate 

showy orchid for growers without a greenhouse! 

Sarah is the owner of Needmore Orchids, an artist, orchid blogger, exhibitor and 

accredited AOS judge. She maintains a collection of well over 600 orchids under 

lights in her basement, including a large number of Habenaria species and hybrids. 

Even without a greenhouse, her plants and exhibits have received AOS award 

recognition for culture, flower quality, and design. She enjoys sharing her orchid 

obsession with others through in-person and virtual presentations to Societies across the U.S. and Canada. Her 

talk combines her love of orchids, photography, and illustration with experienced advice and a sense of 

humour. Sarah currently has two blog pages featuring her orchid photography and cultural information - 

Something About Orchids on Facebook and Blogspot.  

 

Hessalene Attong 

Co-Program Chair 
 
 

  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Photos by Sarah Hurdel 

 

 

Habenaria crinifera 
Habenaria hybrid 

Habenaria  
Bright Finch 

Sara Hurdel with her 
Habenaria medusa 
‘Owen’ 

Something%20About%20Orchids
Something%20about%20Orchids%20Blogspot
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Program Updates 2024 (Cont.) 

Roehampton Orchids will be at our meeting on October 20, 2024. 

Preorders for Roehampton Orchids can be placed at https://roehamptonorchids.ca/. 

The deadline for preorders is Friday, October 18, 2024 at 11:59 p.m.  

A discount of 10% on the subtotal (pretax) applies if members want to pay cash. No code is necessary. Just 
select cash at check-out and Roehampton will manually calculate the discount after (excludes a few premium 
items). 

On the menu select ‘For delivery’ and choose ‘Pick up @ Ottawa Orchid Society Meet (Oct 20)’ on checkout. 

  

Upcoming Events 

On November 17, 2024, Jay Norris from Ravenvision Orchid Supplies will be our guest speaker. He will join 

us in person, bringing some of his Wardian cases to show how and what he is growing successfully in 

terrariums. He has won many prizes for his terrarium growing, and his exhibits are always an admired feature 

at the Southern Ontario Orchid Show, which is held each February.  

This is also a great opportunity to purchase quality orchid pots and potting materials (including bark and 

Orchiata mixes) from Ravenvision. Check out their offerings on their website at Ravenvision.ca. 

 

https://roehamptonorchids.ca/
Ravenvision%20Orchid%20Supplies
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Program Updates (Cont.) 

Note:  Ravenvision has set up a code for a 10% discount for people who want to order supplies which Jay 

will bring in November. When ordering, please pay in advance and please clearly identify that your order is 

part of the larger Ottawa order. The discount code is:  OttawaNovPickup (not case sensitive).  

SELECT PICKUP, which will remove the shipping charges.  

There will be some limited supplies available at the meeting for those who did not preorder, but these will not 

be given the 10% discount.  

December 15, 2024, features our Holiday gathering and a chance to enjoy the festivities of the Holiday season. 

 

‘Growing Together’ Project 

Hi folks. I hope your little orchids have settled in and are growing well. You will have an opportunity to meet 

with your team leaders and fellow participants at the October meeting. There will be a 15 minute period during 

the break when the groups will get together. You will have an opportunity to ask questions and discuss any 

issues/concerns you may have with your group. To avoid stressing your plant, we suggest you do not bring it to 

the meeting (unless it is in dire straits and you need a diagnosis of the problem). A few orchid plants were left 

over at the end of the meeting which were bought by some members. We do not know who the purchasers 

were, so if you were one, please tell your team leader, so you may be added to your team’s mailing list so that 

you can receive any communications and growing tips. If there are any members who missed getting a plant 

and would like one, we may have a few, and also I may order a few more if needed. Just let me know at 

the meeting.  

Hope your plants are doing well. Looking forward to hearing how they are growing.  

 

Jean Hollebone 

Program Chair 
 

The American Orchid Society Has Initiated the ‘Gift a Youth Program’ 

In the hopes of enticing youth who are interested in growing orchids to eventually join the AOS, and help boost 

membership, the American Orchid Society has initiated the ‘Gift a Youth Program’.  

Current AOS members and AOS affiliated Societies are encouraged to gift a membership to a young person. 

The Ottawa Orchid Society Board members, upon learning of this program, immediately thought of our 

youngest member Ethan Ackermann. 

Ethan is a kind, soft spoken, very intelligent young man who is well deserving of this two-year Silver Gift 

Membership in the American Orchid Society. Ethan says he is thrilled to be the recipient of this gift. 

More details about this program can be found in the September issue of the AOS monthly magazine, Orchids. 

 

Joyce Medcalf 
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Phalaenopsis Care and Culture with Hands-on Repotting Session 

WHEN:  Saturday, October 26, 2024 

WHERE:  Room 1B, Nepean Centrepointe Library, 101 Centrepointe Drive, Ottawa K2G 0B5 

Parking is free 

TIME:  10:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m. 

Join us for a quick overview of the care and culture of Phalaenopsis orchids together with a hands-on  

repotting session. Bring your own orchid and repot it with advice from experienced members. While there are 

many different orchids which slightly differ in their care, Phalaenopsis hybrids are the most common and 

serve as an excellent starter for the novice who wants to become a good orchid grower. 

When you bring a plant for repotting, please ensure it does not have bugs or other travellers. Bring your own 

media, if you can. For those bringing your own potting material, if it is fir bark, it must be soaked overnight 

and drained so that it is moist but not dripping wet. If you are bringing Orchiata bark, it should be moistened 

just before use. Long soaking will remove the surface coating. We will have limited supplies at the workshop. 

Please plan to repot one orchid. If you bring more than one, we will give advice but we may not be able to 

supply medium or may not have the time depending on the number of participants. 

There is limited capacity. Please reserve your place by emailing Jennie at 

membership@ottawaorchidsociety.com.  

We usually go out to lunch for social time at Chances R Restaurant (1365 Woodroffe) after the meeting. 

Please let us know if you wish to join us. 

 

Volunteer Graphic Designer Needed 

Do you have Graphic Design Skills? Can you produce a publication for professional printing using publishing 

software and to the printer’s specifications for bleed, layout, etc.? We want to produce some items this year, 

from brochures to our Show poster, and it would be wonderful to have a volunteer involved with this. If you 

have the skills and use publishing software, please let us know at membership@ottawaorchidsociety.com. 

 

Orchidophilia 2025 [April 26 and 27, 2025 (set-up on April 25)] 

Are you interested in having input into the organization and running of our Show in April? If you worked with 

us in 2024, please let us know if you would like to continue. If you would like to be involved, but not quite 

sure where you fit, please ask. Meetings will be held monthly via Zoom at a time TBA. We hope to have the 

first meeting at the beginning of November. 

 

https://www.google.com/maps/search/101+Centrepointe+Drive?entry=gmail&source=g
mailto:membership@ottawaorchidsociety.com
mailto:membership@ottawaorchidsociety.com
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Orchids Discussion Group - Update 

The ODG meetings were a great success over the last season and will continue with 

monthly meetings on Zoom (preregistration is required). Our next meeting is 

scheduled for Thursday, November 14, 2024, at 7:00 p.m.  

In preparation for the ODG meetings, you may submit your questions or desired 

discussion topics in advance to Pat Boisvert, ODG Chair at 

pat.g.boisvert@gmail.com.  

The Plant Corner 

If you have problems with a plant and are looking for help, send close-up pictures of 

the plant along with a brief description and any questions you have. We will dedicate 

15 minutes to identify the problem and potential solutions. There will be time to 

discuss two plants per meeting.  

Jennie McCloskey will email the question/topic list to OOS Members one week before the ODG meeting date 

once the meeting dates are determined, along with the link for registration. 

We hope you will enjoy participating in the ODG. We look forward to seeing many of you at these meetings.  

 

Pat Boisvert  

ODG Chair 
 

Show-and-Tell 

A reminder that we will hold a Show-and-Tell during the break at our monthly meetings. 

Do you have a picture of your favourite orchid that came into bloom between meetings? 

Do you have a picture of an orchid you would have brought to the Show Table, but can’t 

this month? We want to see all the orchids you are so proud of. As these will NOT be 

judged, photos can be submitted up to the Friday (October 18) before the Sunday 

meeting. Please include: 

• Your name;  

• The name of the orchid; and 

• A very brief sentence on growing conditions (e.g., is it grown under LED lights, in a 

southeast window, above a tub of water for humidity? Why does it do so well for you?). 

Please send good quality pictures in an email (separate emails for each orchid please) to Jan Johns at 

janet.johns@sympatico.ca. I will compile them into a slideshow. They may even get into Spike or on our 

Facebook and Instagram pages! 

 

 

 

Laelia anceps 

Photo by Andrea Picher 

Catasetum 

Unknown Hybrid 

Photo by  

Andrea Picher 

mailto:pat.g.boisvert@gmail.com
mailto:janet.johns@sympatico.ca
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Conservation Corner:  Success! Holy Great Plains Ladies’ Tresses!  

                                        Spiranthes magnicamporum 

Photos by Sam Turner 

Thanks to Éamonn Tuck for sending us the awesome news that we are excited to 

be able to share with you! 

The beginning of September brought a special gift of hope:  the discovery of a rare 

orchid at a former aggregate pit near Guelph. The area is part of licence 5514 

(Guelph Plant - Lafarge). The orchid, which has only been recorded once in 

Wellington County about 100 years ago, appears to have colonized a wet meadow 

after rehabilitation of the quarry was completed. This is a quarry site (aggregate pit 

or gravel pit) that Lafarge Canada has rehabilitated in a section of their property as 

required by the Ministry of Natural Resources under the ARA (Aggregate 

Resources Act) Aggregate resources | Ontario.ca.  

Orchids are beautiful and complicated plants; when we realize what they need for 

their tiny seeds to survive, it is mind boggling. Their seeds, which some speculate may travel hundreds or 

thousands of miles, fall to earth and ONLY germinate in areas where suitable habitat exists (specific 

moisture, light and soil fungi are required for the seeds to germinate). 

Here is the listing in iNaturalist! https://inaturalist.ca/observations/240843292 

(Pictures by Sam Turner) 

It is so exciting and hopeful to see that rehabilitating land back to a state that can 

support some of our most precious plant friends is possible! 

The Conservation Committee is committed to doing everything we can to support 

orchid appreciation and rehabilitation wherever we can, especially here in our own 

province and country. We are undertaking some projects in Deep River and thanks 

to the time and effort of several members we are hoping to have some success 

stories of our own to share with you soon. 

What does conservation mean to you? If you would like to be a part of our 

Conservation Committee or have any ideas to forward to us we would love to hear from you!!! Please 

forward emails to: membership@ottawaorchidsociety.com and put Conservation Committee in the subject 

line.  

 

 Thank you! 

Chantel Hutter 
 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Spiranthes_magnicamporum
https://www.ontario.ca/page/aggregate-resources#:~:text=The%20Aggregate%20Resources%20Act%20requires%20you
https://inaturalist.ca/observations/240843292
mailto:membership@ottawaorchidsociety.com
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The Montréal Judging Centre  

The Montréal Judging Centre extends an open invitation to the members of the Ottawa Orchid Society to 

attend its judging sessions. The Centre meets every month on the third Saturday (except in December when 

the meeting will be held on the second Saturday). The meeting is held at the Jardin botanique de Montréal 

(JBM) (Montréal Botanical Garden) in the Main building. The next meeting will be held on 

October 19, 2024 and Christell Kapfer will give a presentation on Vanda tessellata. 

André Couture 

 

The Toronto AOS Judging Centre  

The Toronto AOS Judging Centre meets on the first Saturday of every month, except in August when the 

meeting is held on the 2nd Sunday for ‘SUMMERFEST’. 

The meeting is held at:  

Toronto Botanical Gardens 

777 Lawrence Ave. East 

Toronto, ON M3C 1P2 

 Everyone is welcome!  

Judging meetings 

•  The meetings start at 10:00 a.m. with education, and AOS judging beginning at 1:00 p.m. 

•  Plant registration takes place from 10:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. 

Judging 

• Plants are registered; the Registrar will provide the necessary help. 

• Participants must have the full name of the plants (plants with no name cannot and will not be judged). 

• Participants must bring a clonal name to assign to the awarded plants (the clonal name is anything the 

owner chooses; the clonal name must be provided at the judging session). 

NOTE:  

• Plants must be clean and without pests. 

• While plants are being judged, participants are not allowed to make comments or to intervene; if 

there are any questions, these can be answered after judging.  

• You do not have to stay all day. You can be phoned when your plant is ready for pick up.  

           

Joyce Medcalf 
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OOS Show Table for September 15, 2024 

ALLIANCE RIBBON 
AWARD 

NAME OF PLANT OWNER 

Cattleya Alliance 
Judged by 
Ethan Ackermann 

1st Rhyncholaeliocattleya Hsinying Yellowbird 
‘Sunburst’ (Rhyncholaeliocattleya Hsinying Toki x  
Rhyncholaeliocattleya Williette Wong) 

Steve Levick 

2nd Cattlianthe Faikon Ball  
(Cattleya cernua x Cattlianthe Candy Ball) 

Tommy Wingreen 

2nd Cahuzacara Miura Otome ‘Christmas Eve’  
(Brassanthe Maikai x Rhyncholaeliocattleya Mount Hood) 

Masa Matsuo 

3rd Laeliocattleya Chian-Tzy Ostelove  
(Cattleya fournieri x Laeliocattleya Angel Love) 

Masa Matsuo 

3rd Cattlianthe Little Hazel  
(Cattlianthe Hazel Boyd x Cattleya Psyche (1902)) 

Tommy Wingreen 

Phalaenopsis Alliance 
Group 1 – Large 
Judged by 
Ethan Ackermann 

1st Phalaenopsis Minning Lady 
[Name not registered with RHS or POWO] 

Margaret Haydon 

2nd 

  

Phalaenopsis Younghome Gentleman 
‘Moustache’ (Phalaenopsis Younghome Princess x 
Phalaenopsis Lianher Glory) 

Monique Savard 

2nd Phalaenopsis No Name Hybrid Margaret Haydon 

3rd Phalaenopsis No Name Hybrid Maria Martins 

3rd Phalaenopsis Yu Pin Infrared Ray (Phalaenopsis Yu Pin 
Fireworks x Phalaenopsis Yu Pin Ocicat) 

Tommy Wingreen 

Phalaenopsis Alliance 
Group 2 – Small 
Judged by 
Ethan Ackermann 

1st Phalaenopsis amabilis Serge Croteau 

2nd Phalaenopsis No Name Hybrid Tommy Wingreen 

2nd Phalaenopsis schilleriana Monique Savard 

3rd Phalaenopsis Meidarland Kaiulani ‘700’ HCC/AOS 
(Phalaenopsis Princess Kaiulani x  
Phalaenopsis KS Happy Eagle) 

Claude Brault 

3rd Phalaenopsis Mituo Blue Beetle  
(Phalaenopsis Princess ‘Sapphire’ x  
Phalaenopsis Mituo Purple Dragon ‘Blue Python’) 

Steve Levick 

HM Phalaenopsis pulchra Maria Martins 

Vandaceous Alliance 
Judged by 
Ethan Ackermann 

1st Vanda Princess Mikasa ‘Blue’ AM/AOS  
(Vanda Royal Sapphire x Vanda coerulea) 

Ian Philips 

Oncidium Alliance 
Judged by 
Jean Hollebone 

1st Brassia Rex (Brassia verrucosa x Brassia gireoudiana) Maria Martins 
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OOS Show Table for September 15, 2024 (Cont.) 

ALLIANCE RIBBON 
AWARD 

NAME OF PLANT OWNER 

Dendrobium Alliance 
Judged by 
Jean Hollebone 

1st Dendrobium lamyaiae Tommy Wingreen 

2nd Dendrobium hekouense Tommy Wingreen 

2nd Dendrobium Hibiki  
(Dendrobium bracteosum x Dendrobium laevifolium) 

Julia Parshina 

2nd Dendrobium Rainbow Dance ‘Akazukinchan’ AM/AOS 
(Dendrobium Kurenai x Dendrobium unicum) 

Hessalene Attong 

2nd Dendrobium Enobi Purple ‘Splash’ AM/AOS 
(Dendrobium Enobi Komachi x  
Dendrobium Laguna Princess) 

Tommy Wingreen 

2nd Dendrobium Aussie’s Hi-Lo  
(Dendrobium cuthbertsonii x Dendrobium laevifolium) 

Tommy Wingreen 

3rd Dendrobium Mtn’s Butterfly Kisses  
(Dendrobium glomeratum x Dendrobium cuthbertsonii) 

Tommy Wingreen 

3rd Dendrobium Martine Minet  
(Dendrobium violaceum x Dendrobium vexillarius) 

Joyce Medcalf 

Masdevallia and  
Affiliates 
Judged by 
Joyce Medcalf 

1st Masdevallia veitchiana Julia Parshina 

Miscellaneous 
Judged by 
Joyce Medcalf 

1st Zygonisia Cynosure ‘Blue Birds’ AM/AOS  
(Aganisia cyanea x Zygopetalum Skippy Ku) 

Serge Croteau 

2nd Maxillaria tenuifolia Monique Savard 

3rd Coelogyne Orchideengarten Joachim  
(Coelogyne usitana x Coelogyne salmonicolor) 

Maria Martins 

3rd Coelogyne asperata Ian Philips 

Miniature 
Judged by 
Joyce Medcalf 

1st Cattlianthe Faikon Ball  
(Cattleya cernua x Cattlianthe Candy Ball) 

Tommy Wingreen 

2nd Cattlianthe Little Hazel  
(Cattlianthe Hazel Boyd x Cattleya Psyche (1902)) 

Tommy Wingreen 

3rd Cattlianthe Faikon Ball  
(Cattleya cernua x Cattlianthe Candy Ball) 

Monique Savard 

Best of Show Table 
Judged by 
Jean Hollebone, 
Ethan Ackermann, 
Joyce Medcalf 

Dendrobium lamyaiae Tommy Wingreen 

Member's Choice 
Judged by 
Bev Lethbridge 

Dendrobium lamyaiae Tommy Wingreen 

Member’s Choice Comments:   

Very different! 
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Best of Show Table and Member’s Choice  

Tommy Wingreen with his Dendrobium lamyaiae 

Cattleya Alliance 

1st 

2nd 2nd 
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Cattleya Alliance (Cont.) 

3rd 

Phalaenopsis Alliance 

Group 1 - Large 

3rd 

1st 

2nd 2nd 
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Phalaenopsis Alliance 

Group 1 - Large 

3rd 3rd 

Phalaenopsis Alliance 

Group 2 - Small 

1st 

2nd 2nd 
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Phalaenopsis Alliance 

Group 2 - Small (Cont.) 

3rd 3rd 

HM 

Vanda Alliance 

1st 

Oncidium Alliance 

1st 
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1st 

Dendrobium Alliance2nd 

1st 

2nd 2nd 

2nd 

2nd 

2nd 
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Dendrobium Alliance (Cont.) 

3rd 3rd 

Masdevallia and Affiliates 

Miscellaneous 

1st 

1st 2nd 
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Miscellaneous (Cont.) 

Miniatures 

3rd 3rd 

3rd 

1st 2nd 
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Editor’s Corner:  Phragmipedium  

We regularly see and get to admire Paphiopedilums on the Show Table at our meetings, but very rarely do 

Phragmipediums make an appearance. While I do like and admire Paphs (I was gifted a trio of seedlings by 

our secret Santa last Christmas), I am quite intrigued by Phrags and when one appeared on our Raffle Table 

last season, I was able to snag it. 

Phragmipedium was first described in 1896 by Robert Allen Rolfe, an English botanist who specialized in 

orchids. The name originates from the Greek with phragma and pedium, meaning ‘division’ and ‘slippers’ 

referring to the pouch-shaped labellum which attracts pollinators, and is a characteristic found on many orchids 

belonging to the Cypripedioideæ family (The ULTIMATE Care-Guide to Phragmipedium Orchids 

(ukhouseplants.com)).  

These plants grow long, strap-like leaves and tall flower spikes that can carry three to four flowers or more. 

Some plants bloom successively, meaning as one flower finishes to bloom, another opens (Phragmipedium 

(group) - Plant Finder (missouribotanicalgarden.org). 

Sources disagree on the number of species that comprise the genus. The American Orchid Society Care Sheet 

for Phragmipediums notes that there are 15 species, while other sources point to up to 25 species. 

Phragmipediums grow from southern Mexico to Bolivia and Trinidad. Most are terrestrial orchids, meaning 

that they grow on the ground and in rock crevices rather than on trees like Phalaenopsis and other epiphytic 

orchids (Phragmipedium (aos.org)).  

Many of these orchids grow on the side of streams in areas where limestone is prevalent (How to grow 

Phragmipedium orchids with specialist grower Michael J. Coker. (youtube.com) T.S. 5.52). This tells us that 

these plants like to be kept in well-draining potting media and kept moist at all times. When growing in a home 

environment, Phrags prefer rain or distilled water, and should be flushed well each time they are watered. 

They also don’t like to sit in stagnant water. 

Most Phrags like bright light levels, but should not be placed in direct sun. Plants that spend the summer 

outside should be placed in filtered shade. Most prefer intermediate temperatures between 21° C and 27° C 

during the day and around 15° C during the night, with 60% or higher humidity. A ceiling fan to provide air 

movement is ideal for growing them in the home.  

Phrags should be repotted once a year after blooming, when new growth is emerging from the base of the 

plant, which is usually in the spring. Like most orchids, they should not be put in too large a pot 

(Phragmipedium (group) - Plant Finder (missouribotanicalgarden.org)).  

The root system on my Phrag was wanting when I got it, so I placed the bare-rooted plant in a clay pot, 

supported it with rocks and put it in another container with rocks and rain water. My husband helped me to set 

up an aquarium air pump with tubing and air stones that simulated a flowing creek (I forgot to take pictures, 

but I got the idea from the YouTube video Phragmipedium Tips and Tricks). About three months later the 

plant had grown a fairly vigorous root system and is now potted in pumice and sits in a shallow saucer with 

water that is changed daily. I am hoping that the plant continues to thrive under the conditions I can provide 

and am looking forward to the stunning flowers. 

 

Andrea Picher 

 

 

https://www.ukhouseplants.com/plants/phragmipedilum-lady-slippers
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https://www.missouribotanicalgarden.org/PlantFinder/PlantFinderDetails.aspx?kempercode=c996
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https://www.aos.org/explore/phragmipedium
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mcBxl_uk5wQ
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