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Welcome! Upcoming Activities at a Glance 

End of August:  High Lonesome Nature Reserve (near Pakenham) to see several orchids, including Ladiesô 
Tresses and Spiranthes cernua.  

September 1, 2024:  Spike deadline. 

September 15, 2024:  Monthly Members Meeting. Alan Koch from Gold Country Orchids will be our  

in-person guest. 
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Secretary  
Pam McLennan   613-710-9336  
mclennan48@gmail.com  
 
Treasurer  
Douglas Vye   613-722-6738  
douglas.vye@sympatico.ca  
 
Membership  
Jennie McCloskey  613-731-5918  
jenjm777@gmail.com  
 
Program Director  
Jean Hollebone   613-226-2395  
jean@hollebone.ca  
 
Program Co-Chair 
Hessalene Attong 
hessalene@gmail.com 
 
AOS Representative  
Joyce Medcalf   613-852-2279  
joycemedcalf@gmail.com  
 
COC Representative  
Jan Johns    613-253-1996  
janet.johns@sympatico.ca  
 
Conservation Representative  
Daniel Brumar  
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Social Media Chair 
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Newsletter Editor   
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Mailing Address  
Ottawa Orchid Society  
41 State St.,  
Ottawa, ON K2C 4C5  
membership@ottawaorchidsociety.com  
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Presidentôs Message 

We are now into summerébut what a wonderful spring! My garden orchids have been splendid 

and apparently this is true for all our native orchids in the wild. They do love that constant 

watering! Segueway into a wonderful year. This year we are truly recovered from COVID. Our 

membership is up. We have held two successful events: our Online Auction and 

Orchidophilia 2024. Our meetings have been informative and engaging and there have been plenty 

of opportunities for our members to increase their collections. We have held four workshops for 

beginners and experts. Our Online Orchid Discussion Group continues to flourish. In addition, our 

Conservation Committee has held several orchid walks, has engaged in Citizen Science with the 

Purdon Fen Census and was represented at the Chelsea Flower Show in the UK in a display for 

orchid conservation. A very good year indeed! 

None of this would have been possible without a dedicated leadership team: 

Jennie McCloskey (Vice President and Membership Chair) for welcoming new members and her dedication to 

filling the needs of all our members particularly with the ODG. She is always willing to work hard on any 

Society endeavour. 

Doug Vye (Treasurer) for making sure we are paying our bills, keeping tabs on our expenditures and always 

making us think before making decisions. Stepping in for Admissions at the Show as well as being the 

Treasurer was above and beyond. 

Pam McLennan (Secretary) for an amazing ability to record in detail our monthly meetings and always 

contributing and volunteering for all our events. 

Jean Hollebone (Program Chair) for setting out and organizing an interesting and engaging program for our 

meetings as well as doing a thousand other things for both the OOS and the AOS. 

Joyce Medcalf (AOS Rep) for being our expert on all things orchid ï from the ODG to making sure all the 

names of our orchids are updated and correct online, in Spike and when we register for out of town displays, 

in addition to serving as Co-Chair for the Show. 

Andrea Picher (Spike and Social Media) for ensuring that you got Spike in a timely manner each month, 

making sure it was interesting and correct. She has also written an article shared with the Ottawa 

Horticultural Society and taken plants to CTV to advertise the Show. 

Daniel Brumar and the Conservation Committee for offering our orchid walks, for completing the Orchid 

Census at Purdon Fen, and preparing a paper and an Educational Display at Orchidophilia 2024 which won 

the Dave Cooper Memorial Award. 

For the 2024-25 season we welcome Hessalene Attong as Program Co-Chair with Jean Hollebone and 

M®lanie Charbonneau as Social Media Chair. Thanks to both for stepping up. 

In addition, we have members who are key volunteers giving much of their time to the Society:  Andr® Couture, 

Arlene Lang, Ethan Ackermann, Monique Savard and Jean-Guy Cyr, Don Town, £amonn Tuck, Nick Cox, 

Gwen Wong, Pat Boisvert, Margaret Haydon, Tommy Wingreen, Marie-Jose® Bergeron, Henry Steger, Ian Phillips, 

Hang Tran, Sophie Trahan and Barbara Wysocka. It takes a village. Volunteering is a great way to learn more about 

our Society, more about orchids and make good orchid friends. 

This summer we will be working on updating our By-Laws and Processes to be in accordance with the Ontarioôs 

Not-for-Profit Corporations Act, proceeding with Phase II of our website updates and working on our Social Media 

profile. We look forward to an exciting 2024-5 season. See you in September. 

 

Jan Johns 

President 
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Program Updates 2024  

On Sunday August 4, Fred Clarke will be coming to OrchidFest at the Toronto Botanical Gardens, at the 

corner of Lawrence Avenue East and Leslie Street. As the guest speaker, he will be giving two presentations:   

1. Cycnoches, Mormodes and Catasetums and how to grow them 

2. Spotted and splashed Cattleyas 

If you can make it, this is an opportunity not to be missed. Terry Kennedy invites all Ottawa Orchid Society 

members to attend. Yes that is each one of us! Fred Clarke will be taking preorders for Cattleya and Catasetum 

Alliance plants which he will bring to OrchidFest (peruse his website at  

https://www.sunsetvalleyorchids.com). Terry Kennedy and Fred Clarke have developed an ordering procedure 

to follow if you wish to order Cattleyas or Catasetums. Please follow instructions outlined in the emails sent 

to membership on June 8, 2024 for Cattleyas and on July 2, 2024 for Catasetinae. Please note that 

Dendrobiums will not be available as he does not have the CITES documentation for them. 

OrchidFest is an all-day event, starting at 10:00 a.m. with AOS judging, followed by a lecture by Fred, then a 

wonderful pot luck lunch. If you decide to come, you are expected to bring a small lunch item to share, e.g., 

chips, cookies, etc.,. Lunch is always great with an incredible variety of foods. After lunch there is another 

lecture, and the day winds up around 4:00 p.m. Plants are usually available for purchase at the time but they 

disappear quickly.  

 

2024-2025 Season 

To start off our fall program, Alan Koch from Gold Country Orchids will be our in-person guest. We are 

waiting for his ordering information for mini Cattleyas and other orchids and hope to get that resolved with the 

week. We also hope to be able to offer an opportunity to order Paphiopedilums and Phragmipediums from 

David Sorokowsky, which would come with Alan. We hope to send an email with ordering instructions in the 

near future.  

Hessalene Attong is working on the fall-winter program and has lined up some very interesting speakers for 

our monthly meetings. In October, Sarah Hurdel will speak virtually on Habenaria, and in November 

Jay Norris will come to Ottawa with Ravenvision potting and other supplies and will talk about setting up 

aquarium gardens with orchids.  

If you would like a talk on any particular aspect of orchids, please let one of us know so we can look for a 

speaker to address your wishes. This also includes suggestions for workshops you would like. Based on 

the interest demonstrated at the Show, we are considering bringing John Barnes back to talk about flasking. 

Look for an exciting announcement mid-August. The Board is planning to offer members the opportunity to 

select a robust orchid seedling from a choice of three easy to grow orchids, in order that you may participate in 

our 'group growing' project, which will start in September. Here we will learn together how to grow the 

seedling we have chosen. We are finalizing the arrangements for purchase right now and plan to offer them at 

very low cost to members (i.e., the Society is subsidizing the cost as we want as many members as possible to 

participate) and we hope to have the seedlings for distribution at the September meeting. Stay tuned for more 

information. This can be an exciting opportunity for us all.  

Wishing everyone a happy, restful summer and good growing! 

Jean Hollebone 

Program Chair 

https://www.sunsetvalleyorchids.com
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OOS Field Trip to OOS Field Trip to the Purdon Conservation Area - June 15, 2024 

Photos by Don Town 

For you, I braved no 4G/no WiFi/no cell bars as we got closer, gravel roads, 

wide open roads and threat of mosquitoes (very allergic, wait for my picture 

with the net). Do print directions or have a Southern Ontario guy with you for 

the drive. 

Appreciation to the lovely ladies (Tina Furano, Candida Quast and Grace 

Young) who made the trek and to Jean Hollebone for leading our small group, 

with Don being the only guy. The weather was great, the mosquitoes left me 

alone and the orchids were in peak form. The Blue jay welcomed us with his 

loud call - thanks Jean for pointing him out to us city slickers! We saw a good 

amount of visitors during our visit (especially lining up for parking spots when we were ready to leave). We 

observed tons of blooms with varying colours (some pale white with very little pink, some more pink/white to 

darker) and it was great to see such contrast within the same orchid species. There were few buds left to open 

and they reminded me of snowdrops in bud form. Jean pointed out that the more mature plants had two 

flowers and younger ones had single flowers. We observed the varying light conditions where the lady slippers 

were growing and the areas that had the most concentrated plants. We talked about how reducing the number 

of trees would affect the colony and tried to envision what it could look like, with fewer trees and more light. I 

think most of us liked how Mother Nature has it designed now. There were lots of huge clumps of established 

pitcher plants (little colonies spread everywhere) with red flowers and many opportunities for close-up camera 

work along the boardwalk.  

The new boardwalk was great and I observed some visitors that came with a walker or cane and knew it made 

their visit so much better for their mobility and stability (I value that). Jean pointed out some native plants in 

the Fen, like trees in the Aralia family, grasses, Blue Flag Iris, sedge, ferns, horsetail rush, maples, trillium, 

mosses and mushrooms. Insects were out in action on some of the flowers. Many who have posted recently 

have said that this year has been the best for blooms in a long time . . . some visitors make it an annual event, 

much like the Tulip Festival. It's good to remember the three week rule. Do you know it? First week few 

blooms, second week prime time and third week beginning to fade. 

Here is a news article from June 19, 2024 on Purdon Fen that my friend sent to me: 

https://ottawa.ctvnews.ca/this-eastern-ontario-conservation-area-is-home-to-the-largest-colony-of-lady-s-

slipper-orchids-and-they-re-in-bloom-1.6932102.  

Thanks to our Conservation Committee and Daniel Brumar for planning and organizing these field trips. It has 

been a pleasure to support you and tour different areas in and around Ottawa for two summers with various 

OOS members. 

Enjoy much more of summer before the next planned field trip . . . I have yet to slake my thirst for summer! 

 

Hessalene (and Don) 

Cypripedium reginae 

https://ottawa.ctvnews.ca/this-eastern-ontario-conservation-area-is-home-to-the-largest-colony-of-lady-s-slipper-orchids-and-they-re-in-bloom-1.6932102
https://ottawa.ctvnews.ca/this-eastern-ontario-conservation-area-is-home-to-the-largest-colony-of-lady-s-slipper-orchids-and-they-re-in-bloom-1.6932102
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OOS Field Trip to the Purdon Conservation Area - June 15, 2024 (Cont.) 

 

Cluster of Cypripediums What a show! Beauties 

Pitcher Plant More beauties 

Almost whiteé. 

A group of participating members, plus 
the invisible camera man.  

Shades of pink... 
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The Montr®al Judging Centre  

The Montr®al Judging Centre extends an open invitation to the members of the Ottawa Orchid Society to 

attend its judging sessions. The Centre meets every month on the third Saturday (except in December when 

the meeting will be held on the second Saturday). The meeting is held at the Jardin botanique de Montr®al 

(JBM) (Montr®al Botanical Garden) in the Main building. The next meeting will be on July 20.  

André Couture 

 

Plants Awarded at Orchidophilia 2024  

Photos by Philippe Jolivet  

Display óFilon DôOrô 
AOS Trophy 91 points 

Gold Certificate GC/AOS 91 points 
Owner:  Les Orchidophiles de Montr®al  

 
   

Display óSouthern Ontario Orchid Society Dunn Goodô 
Silver Certificate SC/AOS 80 points 

Owner:  Southern Ontario Orchid Society 
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Plants Awarded at Orchidophilia 2024 (Cont.) 

 

 

 

Paphiopedilum (Island Green x In-Charm Gold) óSyneaô 
HCC/AOS 77 points 
Owner:  Synea Tan 

 
  

  
  
  
  

 
  

Chilochista lunifera (alba) óRen®eô 
AM/AOS 80 points 
CCM/AOS 85 points 
Owner:  Ren®e Paul 
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Plants Awarded at Orchidophilia 2024 (Cont.) 

 Dendrobium Chanthaboon Sunrise óCamille Claraô 
HCC/AOS 77 points 

Owner:  Luc Charbonneau 

  

Phalaenopsis Yu Pin Infrared Ray óStriped Yellowtailô 
AM/AOS 80 points 

Owner:  Tommy Wingreen 

  

Cattleya trianae (flamea) 
HCC/AOS 77 points 

Owners:  Dr. Leslie Ee and David Bryan 
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Thank you Letter from the Montr®al Judging Centre  

CENTRE DE JUGEMENT DE MONTRÉAL  
 

MONTREAL JUDGING CENTER  
 

AMERICAN ORCHID SOCIETY  
 

MONTRÉAL -  QUÉBEC -  CANADA  

 

 

 

July 1, 2024 

Mrs Janet Johns 

President 

Ottawa Orchid Society 

 

 

Madame President, 

 

Members of the Montréal Judging Centre would like to express their sincere thanks 

for your Societyôs contribution to the operations of the Center.  

 

Your generous contribution will allow the Centre to diversify its training and to 

meet its obligations to the American Orchid Society. The Centre will continue to 

be actively involved with your Annual Orchid Show, and we are looking forward 

to another successful Show in 2025. 

 

Yours truly, 

 

 

 

André Couture 

Chair, Montréal Judging Centre 

 

cc. :  Montréal Judging Centre personnel  
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The Toronto AOS Judging Centre  

The Toronto AOS Judging Centre meets on the first Saturday of every month, except in August when the 

meeting is held on the 2nd Sunday for óSUMMERFESTô. 

The meeting is held at:  

Toronto Botanical Gardens 

777 Lawrence Ave. East 

Toronto, ON M3C 1P2 

 Everyone is welcome!  

Judging meetings 

¶  The meetings start at 10:00 a.m. with education, and AOS judging beginning at 1:00 p.m. 

¶  Plant registration takes place from 10:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. 

Judging 

¶ Plants are registered; the Registrar will provide the necessary help. 

¶ Participants must have the full name of the plants (plants with no name cannot and will not be judged). 

¶ Participants must bring a clonal name to assign to the awarded plants (the clonal name is anything the 

owner chooses; the clonal name must be provided at the judging session). 

NOTE:  

¶ Plants must be clean and without pests. 

¶ While plants are being judged, participants are not allowed to make comments or to intervene; if 

there are any questions, these can be answered after judging.  

¶ You do not have to stay all day. You can be phoned when your plant is ready for pick up.  

           

Joyce Medcalf 

 

Thank You from the Toronto Judging Centre 

On behalf of the judges of the Toronto Judging Centre, I would like to thank the Ottawa Orchid 

Society. Your generous donation will assist the Centre with the operational costs of running the Judging 

Centre. 

Thank you and please forward our appreciation to your executive and members at the next opportunity. 

Sincerely,  

 

Pat Vuurman (Treasurer TJC) 
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 OOS Show Table for May 26, 2024 

ALLIANCE RIBBON NAME OF PLANT OWNER 

Cattleya Alliance 
Judged by 
Joyce Medcalf 

1st Procatavola Golden Peacock (Brassocattleya  
Richard Mueller x Prosthechea vitellina) 

Jennie McCloskey 

Phalaenopsis Alliance 
Judged by 
Andr® Couture 

1st Phalaenopsis tetraspis f. imperatrix Hang Tran 

2nd {Phalaenopsis Hawaii Dragon Girl óDragon Treeô AM/
AOS (Phalaenopsis Penang Girl x Phalaenopsis Dragon 
Tree Eagle)} x {Phalaenopsis Sogo Kaiulani 
óJoyô (Phalaenopsis Princess Kaiulani x Phalaenopsis 
Yungho Princess Gelb)} 

Steve Levick 

2nd Phalaenopsis japonica (Syn. Sedirea) Nick Cox 

3rd Phalaenopsis Mini Mark (Phalaenopsis Micro Nova x 
Phalaenopsis philippinensis) 

Andrea Picher 

3rd Phalaenopsis Sogo Red Star (Phalaenopsis Sogo Wendy 
x Phalaenopsis Sogo Lawrence) 

Monique Savard 

Vandaceous Alliance 
Judged by 
Andr® Couture 

1st {Sarcochilus Zoe óPink Edgeô (Sarcochilus Cherie Snow 
x Sarcochilus Heidi)} x {Sarcochilus Cherie Dawn 
óPink Patternsô (Sarcochilus Kirra-Lea x Sarcochilus 
Cherie)} 

Joyce Medcalf 

2nd Sarcochilus Cherie (Sarcochilus Fitzhart x Sarcochilus 
fitzgeraldii) 

Joyce Medcalf 

Oncidium Alliance 
Judged by 
Henry Steger 

1st Oncidium No Name Hybrid Doug Vye 

2nd Miltoniopsis Prelapsarian (Miltoniopsis Paradise Park x 
Miltoniopsis Woodlands) 

Jennie McCloskey 

Dendrobium Alliance 
Judged by 
Henry Steger 

1st Dendrobium sanderae h.f. majus Tommy Wingreen 

2nd Dendrobium thyrsiflorum Tina Furano 

Masdevallia and  
Affiliates 
Judged by 
Joyce Medcalf 

1st Masdevallia weberbaueri x Masdevallia impostor Nick Cox 

2nd Masdevallia Copperwing Nick Cox 

Miscellaneous 
Judged by 
Joyce Medcalf 

1st Warczewiczella discolor (Syn. Cochleanthes) Monique Savard 

2nd Maxillaria tenuifolia Julia Parshina 

Best of Show Table 
Judged by 
Andr® Couture, 
Henry Steger, 
Joyce Medcalf 

Dendrobium sanderae h.f. majus Tommy Wingreen 

Memberôs Choice 
Judged by 
Ethan Ackermann 

Dendrobium sanderae h.f. majus Tommy Wingreen 

Memberôs Choice Comments:   

It is a lovely Dendrobium species with quite large flowers. They are mostly white with a lovely purple pattern in the 
throat and side lobes. The flowers look pristine and the spacing is quite good. It looks well grown and is well 
flowered. 
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Best of Show Table and Memberôs Choice  

Tommy Wingreen with his Dendrobium sanderae h.f. majus 

Cattleya Alliance  

Phalaenopsis Alliance  

1st 

1st 
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Phalaenopsis Alliance (Cont.) 

Vandaceous Alliance 

2nd 2nd 

3rd 

1st 2nd 

3rd 
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dd Oncidium Alliance 

1st 2nd 

Dendrobium Alliance 

1st 2nd 
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Masdevallia and Affiliates 

Miscellaneous 

1st 2nd 

2nd 1st 
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Ribbons Awarded to OOS Members at Orchidophilia 2024, Part 1 of 2 

Congratulations to all the Ribbon winners!  

NOTE:  OOS members received so many ribbons that we are publishing the pictures in two instalments. 

Part 2 of 2 will be included in the September 2024 Edition of Spike.  

Class Award Description Name 

1 1 Display of 1 to 5 plants Joyce Medcalf 

3 1 Display of 16 to 25 plants Barbara Wysocka 

4 3 Display of 26 or more plants Ottawa Orchid Society 

6 1 Purdon Orchid Census Ottawa Orchid Society Conservation 
Committee 

6 2 We are Connected Ottawa Orchid Society 

6 3 Cattleya ï A Jewel of an Orchid Ottawa Orchid Society 

8 1 COC Trophy Barbara Wysocka 

9 2 Rhyncatlaelia Exotic Karura £amonn Tuck 

10 1 Encyclia cordigera Jennie McCloskey 

12a 1 Cahuzacara Miura Otome óChristmas Eveô Masa Matsuo 

17 1 Cattlianthe White Bridal óYukiô Steve Levick 

17 2 Cattlianthe White Bridal óYukiô Hessalene Attong 

31 2 Paphiopedilum philippinense f. album 
óJackieô 

Tommy Wingreen 

43 2 Phalaenopsis equestris f. alba Monique Savard 

45 2 Phalaenopsis Tristar Snow Princess Masa Matsuo 

45 3 Phalaenopsis Vandita [Name not registered 
with RHS or POWO] 

Barbara Wysocka 

47 2 Phalaenopsis Yu Pin Infrared Ray x Sib 
TW#2-004 

Tommy Wingreen 

47 3 Phalaenopsis GC Reyoung Freckle Hessalene Attong 

47 3 Phalaenopsis Lioulin Pretty Lip Barbara Wysocka 

47 3 Phalaenopsis Yu Pin Infrared Ray x Sib 
TW#2-015 

Tommy Wingreen 

47 3 Phalaenopsis Younghome Pearl Barbara Wysocka 

48 2 Phalaenopsis Ron-E Glamor Anne Smutylo 

49 2 Phalaenopsis Yu Pin Infrared Ray ôStriped 
Yellowtailô AM/AOS 

Tommy Wingreen 

49 3 Phalaenopsis Bubble Gum óCandy Stripeô Hessalene Attong 

50 3 Phalaenopsis Sogo Manager Tommy Wingreen 

51 2 Phalaenopsis Meidarland Red Sun Steve Levick 

51 2 Phalaenopsis Pure Moon óGreen Pixieô Hessalene Attong 

51 3 Phalaenopsis KV Beauty Barbara Wysocka 

51 3 Phalaenopsis Star Green Beauty Hessalene Attong 

52 2 Phalaenopsis Lianher Happy Star ó#15ô Tommy Wingreen 
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Ribbons Awarded to OOS Members at Orchidophilia 2024, Part 1 of 2 (Cont.) 

 
Class Award Description Name 

51 3 Phalaenopsis KV Beauty Barbara Wysocka 

51 3 Phalaenopsis Star Green Beauty Hessalene Attong 

52 2 Phalaenopsis Lianher Happy Star ó#15ô Tommy Wingreen 

52 2 Phalaenopsis KS Pride óGolden Diamondô M®lanie Charbonneau 

52 3 Phalaenopsis Li-Hsin óSunset Stripeô Hessalene Attong 

53 2 Phalaenopsis Hornglin Gentle Hessalene Attong 

53 2 Phalaenopsis Chia E Yenlin Tommy Wingreen 

53 3 Phalaenopsis Hsinying Caribbean ó#1ô Hessalene Attong 

53 3 Phalaenopsis Anna-Larati Soekardi Monique Savard 

54b 2 Phalaenopsis No Name Hybrid [yellow] M®lanie Charbonneau 

54b 2 Phalaenopsis No Name Hybrid 4 Hessalene Attong 

54b 3 Phalaenopsis No Name Hybrid 8 Hessalene Attong 

54b 3 Phalaenopsis No Name Hybrid 5 Hessalene Attong 

54c 1 Phalaenopsis No Name Hybrid 1 Hessalene Attong 

54c 3 Phalaenopsis No Name Hybrid 3 Hessalene Attong 

54d 1 Phalaenopsis No Name Hybrid [yellow 
background, dark pink colour overlay in 
fine dots] 

Anne Smutylo 

54d 3 Phalaenopsis No Name Hybrid 7 Hessalene Attong 

54d 3 Phalaenopsis No Name Hybrid [cream 
with dark pink stripes and lip] 

Anne Smutylo 

Class 54d - 3rd Place Ribbon 
Phalaenopsis No Name Hybrid 7 
Hessalene Attong 
Photo by Rhydham Vora 

Class 54d - 3rd Place Ribbon 
Phalaenopsis No Name Hybrid [cream 
with dark pink stripes and lip] 
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Ribbons Awarded to OOS Members at Orchidophilia 2024, Part 1 of 2 (Cont.) 

 

Winner of Class 1  
Exhibit of 1 to 5 Orchid Plants 
Joyce Medcalf 
Photo by Rhydham Vora 

Winner of Class 3 and the Canadian Orchid Congress Trophy  
Exhibit of 16 to 25 Orchid Plants  
Barbara Wysocka 
Photo by Arlene Lang 

3rd Place for the display of 26 or more Orchid Plants  
Ottawa Orchid Society -  
Photo by Arlene Lang  
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Ribbons Awarded to OOS Members at Orchidophilia 2024, Part 1 of 2 (Cont.) 

 

1st Place Ribbon for Educational Display 
Purdon Orchid Census and recipient of Dave Cooper Trophy 
Ottawa Orchid Society - Photo by Arlene Lang 

2nd Place Ribbon for Educational Display 
We Are Connected 
Ottawa Orchid Society - Photo by Arlene Lang 

3rd Place Ribbon for Educational Display 
Cattleya - A Jewel of an Orchid 
Ottawa Orchid Society - Photo by Arlene Lang 

Class 9 - 2nd Place Ribbon for 
Rhyncatlaelia Exotic Karura 

£amonn Tuck 
Photo by Arlene Lang 

Class 10 - 1st Place Ribbon for  
Encyclia cordigera 
Jennie McCloskey 

Photo by Aidan Lawless 


