E

Newsletter of the Ottawa Orchid Society
www.ottawaorchidsociety.com
Board of Directors

President
Jean Hollebone
jean@hollebone.ca

613-226-2395

Vice President

September 2014
Sunday, September 21, 2014 @ 1:30 p.m.
Tom Brown Arena, 141 Bayview, Ottawa
Guest Speaker: John Dunkelberger from Pennsylvania will be speaking on
Novelty Cymbidium Breeding.

Patrick Boisvert
(613) 996-6228
pat.g.boisvert@gmail.com

Secretary
Janet Johns
613-749-0614
johnjns@sympatico.ca

Treasurer
Doug Vye
613-722-6738
douglas.vye@sympatico.ca

Membership
Helen Nitschkie
613-823-6876
h.nitschkie@gmail.com

Program
André Couture
613-233-7335
andrec.couture@sympatico.ca

Show Chairman / Webmaster
David Cooper
orchidae@storm.ca

613-256-2853

Newsletter Editor /Past President
Rick Sobkowicz
613-825-0827
ricksobkowicz@rogers.com

John Dunkelberger has degrees in Biochemistry and Microbiology. He has
worked as an analytical chemist, process development chemist, chemical
engineer and taught Environmental Science at the university level. He is a
retired Professor from Central Pennsylvania University.
John has been growing orchids since 1956 and an American Orchid Society
(AOS) judge since 1972. John has registered 55 crosses and has received 132
orchid awards. He has an international reputation in the orchid community for
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Don’t forget to bring your blooming orchids to
our monthly show table.

The Ottawa Orchid Society meets every third Sunday of
every month from September to May inclusive
at 1:30 P.M. at the Tom Brown Arena, 141 Bayview, Ottawa.
Guests are welcome.
MEMBERSHIP: $25 from September 1 - August 31.

MESSAGE FROM THE SOCIETY PRESIDENT
I hope you all had a pleasant summer and are looking forward to joining us on Sunday,
September 21 for our first meeting of the season. André Couture has a super program
lined up for the fall and it is starting off with a bang with our September speaker talking
about Cymbidiums. We have a new growing project which we hope will engage your
participation and interest (and there will be coaching along the way as we all learn
together). Monthly prizes will be awarded.
I am sad to tell you that Rick Sobkowicz, after 24 years of dedicated service in countless
ways to the OOS (Editor, President, Librarian, Show Committee), has decided it is time to
step down from his duties so that he may be free to pursue other interests. The long time
editor of our incomparable Spike, our efficient and funny announcer of the monthly raffle
and auctioneer, sage advisor to the Board, and our long time show entrepreneur will now
be leaving these tasks to others. We will need volunteers to help us fill his very big shoes, but at the same time we
want to say thank you for all he has done to make the Society a fun and functioning organization with which to be
associated. As you can imagine his announcement was greeted with great sadness by the Board but we also
recognize his wish to follow other pursuits, especially his interest in watercolour painting as he is the new president of
the Ottawa Watercolour Society.
MEMBERSHIP RENEWAL and ORCHID PROJECT
Please note that September is membership renewal time. Please bring cash or a cheque for $25 to Helen Nitschkie,
our Membership Director, to renew. Joint membership is available for couples for $25, a real bargain. As a special
project for the Society, we have obtained four kinds of Dendrobium hybrid seedlings from H&R Nurseries Inc. in
Hawaii. Each new or returning member is eligible for one free plant, hopefully of your choice. Numbers are limited so
make sure you obtain yours at the September meeting. (Any orchid seedlings left over at the end of the meeting will
be offered for sale ($12 each) after the meeting.) Pictures of the blooming hybrids will be available and all are
expected to be easy growers, attractive bloomers, maturing in about 9 months. Many of us know very little about
Dendrobium culture, so Marilyn Light has graciously consented to give us a quick introduction on how to grow the
orchid you choose. This will be enough to get us started and she has also agreed to follow up with a more intensive
Orchid 101 presentation on the 4 hybrids at the October meeting. We are so fortunate to have someone of her
experience and expertise in the society so come and learn with us and join the fun. This will be a group growing
experience and there will be monthly prizes to be won as your orchid grows and matures.
OTTAWA ORCHID SOCIETY ANNUAL SHOW AND SALE, April 18-19, 2015
We are pleased to announce that the OOS Annual Show will be returning to the Nepean Sportsplex for the April 2015
show. The first show committee meeting will be called later in the Season.
OOS FINANCIAL REPORT FOR 2013-2014
At the end of this newsletter you will find a copy of the audited financial statement of the OOS. Helene Martin
conducted the audit of the books and financial records of the Society covering the period from July 1, 2013 to
June 30, 2014. She found that "Generally, the financial records and documentation are maintained in a professional
manner and support the financial results, as prepared by the treasurer". The audit was discussed and approved by
the Board at their August 21 board meeting. A signed copy of the audit has been deposited in the Society's records.
As the Constitution requires, we are printing the financial statement in Spike for all to see and review. Any questions
you may have may be directed to Douglas Vye, our Society Treasurer. I, as the Society President, will present the
financial statement to the Society for approval at the October monthly meeting.
CANADIAN ORCHID CONGRESS (COC)
The Canadian Orchid Congress (COC), the umbrella organization of orchid societies across Canada, held its annual
meeting just before the Southern Ontario Orchid Society (SOOS) Summerfest in Toronto on August 9, 2014. The
Ottawa Orchid Society was represented by Joyce Medcalf, our COC representative. The major piece of business was
to approve the revised Bylaws of the Society bringing them into line with the requirements of Industry Canada for not
for profit corporations. In the elections that followed, Calvin Wong who many of you will remember for his excellent
talks to the Society a few years ago, was elected President. Calvin is now living in Vancouver and commutes
st
frequently to Toronto. Our own Marlene Young was elected 1 Vice President. Congratulations to Marlene, she is an
inspired choice and working with Calvin, we can expect a breath of fresh air and interesting things from the COC in
future. The OOS is well represented at the COC. André Couture is continuing as COC Treasurer and Marilyn Light
continues as COC Conservation Chair.

2

COC AWARD
At the COC meeting, OOS members, Joyce and Allan Reddoch, were honoured with a COC certificate recognizing
their outstanding lifetime achievement in orchid research and conservation. They are best known for their research on
local orchids and their classic 1997 monograph, the Orchids in the Ottawa District. Presentation of their awards will be
made at the September meeting of the OOS. Our sincere congratulations to the Reddochs for this remarkable
achievement and our thanks for their important contribution to the study and knowledge of Canadian and Ottawa area
orchids. Below is the COC Commendation:
Over the past 49 years, Joyce and Allan Reddoch, members of the Ottawa Orchid Society and of the Ottawa FieldNaturalists’ Club, have participated in the Native Orchid Location Survey in the Ottawa District where they have, as
volunteers, monitored orchid populations in Gatineau Park and elsewhere to obtain data and to document life histories
of some 20 species. This represents collectively the largest assemblage of long term studies in Canada. Herbarium
specimens have been collected, and data published in scientific papers. Their monograph titled “The Orchids in the
Ottawa District: floristics, phytogeography, population studies and historical review” was published in 1997. Detailed
studies of Goodyera pubescens, G. tesselata, Platanthera hookeri, and Spiranthes casei as well as documentation
of the impact of flooding, herbivory, and drought on selected orchid populations and habitats have provided a
foundation for future conservation initiatives. As they bring their orchid longevity studies to a close, we should
recognize the rare dedication, conservation and publication legacy that their effort represents for our wild orchids.
(Editor’s Note: There is a tremendous amount of great information on the COC web site. The September 2014
COC newsletter is especially interesting. The web site is http://www.canadianorchidcongress.ca . I urge you
to visit the web site and have a browse. )
HOSPITALITY
Barbara Wysocka has kindly volunteered to manage the hospitality counter at the OOS meetings, with the help of
Hazel Patterson and other volunteers. This is a big job and we appreciate the time and effort in making sure the
coffee and tea are available during breaks. If you are interested in helping even for one meeting, please see Barbara
before the meeting or during the break.
THANK YOUS
A big thank you to Lynn Guimond and Santos Peixe for once again opening their greenhouse and garden for their
annual barbecue in July attended by many OOS members. This has become an annual event that is much enjoyed by
all. Thank you, Lynn and Santos.
Thank you to Janet Johns for opening her growing facility to interested members in June.
Despite Roy John's best efforts, we were unable to get enough volunteers to carry out the Purdon census this year.
Roy is in consultation with Marilyn Light to determine the feasibility of a survey in 2015. Thank you Roy for the many
hours of planning and recruitment.
Looking forward to seeing you all again soon and meeting new faces eager to share information about orchids,

Jean Hollebone, President
MEMBERSHIP – ANNUAL MEMBERSHIP RENEWAL TIME
The time is now to renew your membership in the Society for the upcoming 2014/2015
period. If you have not already done so, you are invited to renew your membership with your
payment at the September meeting. Your prompt payment will be very much appreciated. If
you can’t attend the September meeting, send in your membership renewal payment ($25) to
the Society’s mailing address found on the front of Spike. If you do not renew your membership,
you will be required to pay $5 admission if you wish to attend monthly meetings and other OOS
sponsored events. Members renewing their membership at the September meeting will be given
a Dendrobium orchid (value of $12.00) and will be able to participate in the Dendrobium Group
Project.
Members are reminded that if you get an e -mail address or change an existing e -mail address to please advise
Helen Nitschkie, our Membership Director, if you wish to be advised by e -mail of society related activities.
Helen’s e-mail address is h.nitschkie@gmail.com .
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NEWS FROM THE MONTREAL JUDGING CENTRE
Members are reminded to bring their plants to the Montreal Judging Centre on the third Saturday of every month at
the Montreal Botanical Garden (MBG). Judging starts usually around 12:30pm. However, the October monthly
meeting of the Judging Centre will be held in conjunction with the Eastern Canada Orchid Society (ECOS) Fall orchid
show at their new location. For information on the date and location for the ECOS show, please go to the section of
this newsletter for Upcoming Events.
Directions: Those interested in attending the judging at the MBG should go to the Main Building (greenhouses
rd
entrance), sign the visitor’s log sheet at the Security Guard Desk, then take the elevator on the right and go to the 3
floor. The meeting is held in the IRBV section, room 354.

OTTAWA ORCHID SOCIETY (OOS) MONTHLY MEETINGS for 2014/2015

SEPTEMBER 21, 2014 MEETING
The meeting will proceed as follows: Jean Hollebone will be welcoming members and do the usual announcements.
Then, we will have the presentation by our invited guest, John Dunkelberger, followed by a short presentation by
Marilyn Light on Dendrobiums. A short break will follow and we will end with the Show Table followed by the Society
raffle. No books will be offered for sale this month.

OCTOBER 19, 2014 MEETING
The monthly speaker at our October meeting will be Olaf Gruss, an internationally known taxonomist. He will be
speaking on Phragmepediums. Mr. Gruss will not be selling plants.

NOVEMBER 16, 2014 MEETING
The monthly speaker at our November meeting will be Hedley Cash from Marriott Orchids in Kernersville, North
Carolina, USA. His presentation will be on complex Paphiopedilums. We are in the process of finalizing details of his
speaking engagement; therefore, members should refrain from communicating with him until further notice.

DECEMBER 21, 2014 MEETING
Christmas social.

JANUARY 18, 2015 MEETING
To be announced.

FEBRUARY 15, 2015 MEETING
Annual Society auction.

MARCH 15, 2015 MEETING
To be announced.

APRIL 2015 MEETING
There will be no regular monthly meeting. Everyone will be at the annual OOS orchid show at the Nepean Sportsplex
th
on the weekend of April 18-19 .

MAY 17, 2015 MEETING
Our speaker will be T.J. Hartung, President of the Vallarta Orchid Society. He will be speaking on Mexican orchid
species. No sale of plants are anticipated. We will also be holding our election for the elected positions on the Board:
President, Vice President, Secretary, and Treasurer.
André Couture, Program Director

From: American Orchid Society
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Subject: AOS Webinar – September

ROOTS: IT IS ALL ABOUT THE ROOTS!
Join us for a Webinar on September 27
Space is limited. Reserve your Webinar seat now at: https://www2.gotomeeting.com/register/796144778

Please join John Salventi as he presents a topic near and dear to every orchid grower: how to take care of
those precious roots! Roots are the lifeblood of our orchids. He will discuss all the methodologies for taking
care of our orchid root systems. One of the founders and owners of Parkside Orchid Nursery in
Pennsylvania, John began as a hobbyist in 1986 and entered the commercial orchid world. John is now part
of Salventi-Purviance Enterprises, LLC which provides orchid consultation, lectures and teaching, and sales
of greenhouses.
Title: ROOTS: IT IS ALL ABOUT THE ROOTS
Date: Saturday, September 27, 2014
Time: 11:00 AM - 12:00 PM EDT
After registering you will receive a confirmation email containing information about joining the Webinar.
System Requirements PC-based attendees Required: Windows® 8, 7, Vista, XP or 2003 Server
Mac®-based attendees Required: Mac OS® X 10.6 or newer
Mobile attendees Required: iPhone®, iPad®, Android™ phone or Android tablet
American Orchid Society | 10901 Old Cutler Road | Coral Gables, FL 33156
Telephone: 305-740-2010 | FAX: 305-740-2011
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The following information was issued by Lee Valley Tools. The Lee Valley Tools outlet in Ottawa is located at 900
Morrison Drive, Ottawa, ON K2H 8K7 (off Greenbank Road just south of Highway 417). The store telephone number
is 613-596-9202. Some members may be interested in this lighting presentation for display/exhibition purposes.
Joyce Medcalf reports that this is the lighting system she uses in her display case at orchid shows.

LEE VALLEY TOOLS In-Store LED Lighting Workshop & Spotlight

Workshop Sessions (All retail store locations):
Saturday, September 20, 2014:

9:30-10:30 a.m., 11:30 a.m.-12:30 p.m.,
2:00-3:00 p.m. or 4:00-5:00 p.m.

LED tape lighting systems are an excellent way to add accent lighting to many areas in any home. LED lighting can add
warmth and illumination in a cove or recess or under a shelf, valance or kick plate, and it is surprisingly easy to install.
Our FREE one-hour workshop will show you just how quickly and easily you can transform a room. You will see
examples of different projects, try product samples, and have an opportunity to ask questions about your own project.
You will also learn about our newest LED products that have just arrived. Although the workshop is FREE of charge, preregistration is required. Seating is limited, so please register early to avoid disappointment. Visit or phone any of our
stores to register for a session.
Please note: some locations have sold out.

Spotlight

Can't make it to a workshop? No problem. Drop by our store on Thursday, September 18, Friday, September 19
or Saturday, September 20, 2014, to learn about our LED lighting solutions.
Our LED lighting will change the way you think about indoor lighting; they work where other lighting simply can't.
Suitable for both accent and task lighting, these energy-efficient lights can be installed anywhere you want to add
drama, elegance and ambience.
Our staff will be on hand to demonstrate how easy it is to configure this versatile system so you will be able to
incorporate it into your interior space. You are welcome to pop by, take a look and ask questions.
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In 2014
Sept. 27-28

Central Ontario Orchid Society (COOS) Annual Orchid Show and
Sale., Saturday, Sept 27, 2014 from 11:00am to 5:00pm; Sunday, Sept
28, 2014 from 9:00am to 5:00pm at Cambridge Hespeler Arena, 640 Ellis
Road, Cambridge, ON N3C 1A1. Admission: $6 (look for $1.00 off
coupons or print the coupon on right). Supervised children 12 and under
are free. Show Photography: Bring your camera!! During general
admission hours only hand-held cameras and uni-pods are allowed.
Tripods will be allowed only on Sunday from 9 to 11 am.

Oct. 18-19

Eastern Canada Orchid Society (ECOS), ORCHIDFÊTE 2014;
New show location: CEGEP André-Laurendeau, 1111 Lapierre,
La Salle, QC H8N 2J4.
Saturday, October 18: 11 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.
Sunday, October 19: 9 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.
Photographers only: Sunday, October 19: 8:00 a.m.-9:00 a.m.
General admission: $10.00.
Seniors (65+) and children (12 and under): $8.00.
$2.00 rebate with the coupon, which can be downloaded here
For more information, go to http://www.ecosorchids.ca/show.html

Oct. 25-26

Windsor Orchid Society (WOS) 2 Annual Show and Sale “Falling for Orchids”. This will be an AOS judged show to be held at
the Teutonia Club of Windsor, 55 Edinborough Rd., Windsor, Ontario.
The Show will feature beautiful displays of orchids, artistic entries,
educational exhibits and a great selection of vendors. Free
presentations and demonstrations will be held on the Sunday of the
event including a photographers workshop and exclusive photo
session on Sunday morning. For more information refer to our website
(www.windsororchidsociety.ca) or contact Ed Cott at laelia@aol.com.

nd
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Nov. 1-2

Essex County Orchid Society 5th Orchid Show and Sale at
Colasanti’s Tropical Gardens, 1550 Road 3 E., Ruthven, ON. The
Show will feature artistic designs displays, art component and
vendors. Free talks and demonstrations on orchid related topics.
For more information see the website
http://essexcountyorchidsociety. webs.com/ or e-mail Juliette St.
Pierre at canadel48@gmail.com .

In 2015
Feb. 14-15

Southern Ontario Orchid Society (SOOS) Annual Orchid Show and Sale, at Toronto Botanical
Garden, 777 Lawrence Avenue East, Toronto, Ontario, M3C 1P2, Canada. Saturday, OPEN TO
PUBLIC: 11:00 am - 5:00 pm (handheld cameras only), Sunday, 11:00 am - 5:00 pm (handheld
cameras only). Further details to be posted or go to http://www.soos.ca/Show/index.htm .

March 27-29

Saskatchewan Orchid Society’s Annual Show and Sale & 2015 Canadian Orchid Congress
(COC) Annual Meeting. This event will be held in conjunction with Gardenscape, Saskatchewan’s
most extensive show about gardening and yards.

April 18-19

Ottawa Orchid Society’s 34 Annual Orchid Show and Sale, Nepean Sportsplex, 1701 Woodroffe
Ave., Ottawa, Ontario. Society website: http://www.ottawaorchidsociety.com
Show Chairman: Dave Cooper, orchidae@storm.ca
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PLANTS for ECOS ORCHID SHOW, Montreal, October 18-19, 2014
Joyce Medcalf has volunteered to erect the Ottawa Orchid Society (OOS) display at the upcoming Eastern Canada
Orchid Society (ECOS) show. She will require blooming orchids from society members for this display. If you would
like to contribute orchids for the OOS exhibit, Joyce asks that you follow the instructions provided below. This will help
Joyce greatly in preparing correct show name tags, ensuring that your plants are entered into the appropriate judging
class, that your plants are presented in the best and most pleasing manner, and that each orchid is returned to their
rightful owner. Arrangements have been made for members to drop off their plant(s) at either an east Ottawa or
Ottawa west location, whichever is most convenient for members.
For the east location, please drop off your orchids at the home of Janet Johns at 149 St Laurent Blvd, Ottawa (tel.
th
#613-749-0614) by NOON, WEDNESDAY October 15 2014.
For the west location, please drop off your orchids at the home of Margaret Haydon and Rick Sobkowicz at 13
th
Sandringham Court, Nepean, ON K2J 2H9 (tel. # 613-825-0827) by NOON, THURSDAY October 16 2014.
The orchids will be brought back to Margaret and Rick’s home on late Sunday evening.
Please call Janet or Margaret & Rick if you are dropping off plants to arrange a suitable time!
Please help by:
1-Putting your name on the pot, on the back or underneath
2-Putting your name and list of plants INSIDE the box AND on the OUTSIDE of the box
3-Include the parentage of hybrids, if possible
4-Please ensure the name on the plant tag is spelled correctly
5-Pack plants carefully so they are protected from wobbling and from the elements during transport, stake for
transport and for best display, as appropriate
6-Clean the foliage - use water or water with a little milk. Never use plant shine products
7-Remove any damaged/old flowers and leaves
8-Check well for bugs!
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PLEASE, email Joyce Medcalf, (jmedcalf@1000island.net) before Wednesday night, October 15 with the list of
your plants (if you have e-mail) even 'possible' plants, so that I can research them for the correct or updated names,
and I must register them on line.

HOME-MADE ORCHID GROW STAND LOOKING FOR HOME - FREE

Ken Lockhart has an orchid grow stand that he is willing to
give Free to anyone interested in it. Everything works well.
It has been taken apart and can fit into a vehicle. He has
the fluorescent grow bulbs for it.
If interested, you can contact Ken at his e-mail address:
kr_lockhart@rogers.com .

FOR FREE!!!

NOTE FROM EDITOR
As this is my last newsletter, I would like to take this opportunity to thank everyone who helped me throughout my 24
years as your newsletter editor. I knew nothing about computers when I consented to producing Spike in September
1990 and the learning curve was steep. I knew only a little more about orchids. Computer crashes in the early years
were frequent and I learned to accept losing files when this happened. I am grateful for the patience and kindness so
many of you showed me as I created via the Society newsletter new and never to be repeated intergeneric hybrids
such as Paphiopediums and Phragmipedilums. I have been careful not to repeat such mistakes in print but always
relied on a couple of members who would faithfully e-mail me when they found a typo or some other item in the
newsletter that required amending. I appreciated this input and all the other comments and advice I received over the
years to produce a quality newsletter. I am afraid in trying to say thank you to specific people I may miss others who
are equally deserving of my public expression of appreciation and heartfelt gratitude. But here goes…thank you Bill
and Jeanette Arthurs, André Couture, Marcel Carrière, Yanick Champoux, Marilyn Light, Joyce Medcalf, Dave and
Vicki Thomson and especially my wonderful wife, Margaret. Poor Margaret had to put up for many years with a
curmudgeon during the time I would be preoccupied and working on Spike. I was a different person once Spike was
done. I would like to especially thank Dave Cooper and Arlene Lang for their support and contribution. You made it
fun and rewarding and saved my bacon on many occasions. Thank you! I will miss working with you.
As Newsletter Editor, Society President, a member of the Show Committee, Society Librarian, and member-at-large, I
learned a lot about many things: orchids, people, myself, the challenges getting things done within a volunteer group,
the importance of teamwork, setting goals and meeting objectives, how to work with a computer, how to produce a
newsletter, take pictures, and who makes the best deviled eggs and shortbread cookies in the Society. The Society is
quite fortunate to have wonderful and amazing members who help out when needed with out-of-town displays, the
many different facets of putting on an amazing orchid show, running a great Society, and holding very interesting and
informative monthly meetings.
In closing, I would like to say that the more you put into an organization, the more you get out of it. I urge members
that if you can help, please do not hesitate. Through your involvement, you will be making an important contribution,
derive many direct personal benefits as you grow in knowledge and experience, and you will have a lot of fun getting
to know the members in your Society. I did and would have continued if not for other competing interests.
I hope to attend meetings when I can and participate as an exhibitor in the Art Gallery of the Annual show. I just ask
that you do not think too harshly of my action as I move on to fulfill certain other aspirations. I will miss you and the
Society. Happy orchid growing everyone and have fun! Best wishes,

Rick Sobkowicz
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Note: Red arrow indicates downward trend (loss), green arrow indicates upward trend (positive growth).
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