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This month’s meeting:
“New Hybrids with Catasetum, Cycnoches and Mormodes” by Fred
Clarke of Sunset Valley Orchids in Vista, California
Catasetum, Cycnoches and Mormodes are three related genera in the same
tribe as Cymbidiums. There is no doubt that they are orchid oddities, but
enchanting nonetheless, especially with the spectacular hybrids produced
these last few years. Among the most notable is of course the orchid that
produced the blackest flowers ever seen and which has been named after its
creator... Fredclarkeara After Dark!
Fred Clarke of Sunset Valley Orchids will deliver a fascinating look at some of
the new hybrids and breakthroughs in the hybridization of Catasetum,
Cycnoches and Mormodes, along with some cultural information.

AOS Representative

Fred has been growing orchids for 29 years and hybridizing for 19 of those
years. He is a passionate orchid grower whose curiosity in orchids is broad
and varied. His plants have received hundreds of quality awards from the
American Orchid Society and Fred is a Probationary Judge in the Pacific South
Judging Region.
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Join us for this exciting presentation and the start of the orchid society year!
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Don’t forget to bring your blooming orchids
to our monthly show table.
The Ottawa Orchid Society meets every third Sunday of
every month from September to May inclusive
at 1:30 P.M. at the Tom Brown Arena, 141 Bayview, Ottawa.
Guests are welcome.
MEMBERSHIP: $25 from September 1 - August 31.

EDITOR’S NOTE
NEW PROGRAM YEAR
Welcome back, everyone, to another new year for the Ottawa Orchid Society. An exciting program has been
planned for everyone in the society!
Our first speaker of the year comes from California and will be giving an exciting presentation on a class of orchids
not well known by many of our Society members. Please be sure to bring a notepad and pen so you don’t miss
valuable information and tips on growing these orchids. If you are unable to attend this meeting and in the vicinity of
Quebec city, Fred Clarke is scheduled to speak in Sillery (Québec) at the society meeting of Les Orchidophiles de
th
Québec on Monday, September 19 at 7:30 pm (see http://www.orchidophilesdequebec.ca/coord.htm ). To tempt
you to come this Sunday to hear our speaker, here are a few pictures of some Catasetums, Cycnoches, and a
Mormodes. To quote William Shatner, “Weird or what!”

Above, from left: Catasetum discolor; Catasetum fimbriatum; Cycnoches ‘Taiwan Gold’
From far left: Cycnoches
warscewiczii I male and
Mormodes colossus.
NEW OOS BOARD
Please note the new Board of
Directors following our May
elections along with some new
appointments. Due to other
commitments, Sylvie Girard
has resigned from her position
as Society Treasurer. This
critical function has been
temporarily taken over by
Janet Johns as an interim
measure. Our sincerest thanks and appreciation to t he outgoing Board members: Anna Bilsky (Past President), Gerry
Duffield (Vice President), Sylvie Girard (Treasurer), Emerson Harkin (Librarian), Marilyn Light (Conservation), and
Dave (Show Co-Chairman) & Vicki Thomson (Membership). Welcome to the newes t members on the Board: Marie
Gauthier (Membership), Roy John (Conservation), Evan Ouellette (Librarian), and Barbara Wysocka (Society
Publicity Coordinator, a new Board position).
NEW SOCIETY MAILING ADDRESS
We have recently closed our account with Canada Post (CP) and will no longer be renting a CP postal box. Over the
years, the rental costs have soared from what was once a reasonable cost to more than $150 per year. Society mail
will be received by one of our Board members. The money saved will be used to support other services to Society
members.
Hope to see you all on Sunday!

Rick Sobkowicz,
Spike Editor and Past President
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MEMBERSHIP
September is membership renewal time. The membership renewal cost is $25.00. If making payment by
cheque, please make your cheque payable to the Ottawa Orchid Society. If you are unable to come to the
September meeting, please send your payment to

Ottawa Orchid Society,
c/o Marie Gauthier,
13 Sandringham Court,
Ottawa, ON K2J 2H9
Membership dues reminder - $25 (Sept. 1 – August 31)
SOCIETY LIBRARY
Members are reminded that if you have any books or other items borrowed from the Society library, it
would be greatly appreciated if such items are returned this month to the Society librarian, Evan Ouellette.

A Sneak Peek At October
We have invited Glen Decker, the popular owner of Piping Rock Orchids, to come and speak to us in
October. Glen is an entertaining speaker who specializes in all things slippers. No, not your Grandpa’s slippers, but
rather Paphiopedilum, Phragmipedium and allied species. He will only be bringing a few plants for sale, so be sure
to pre-order if there’s something specific you’d like. All plants are listed on his website at
http://www.pipingrockorchids.com

Help Wanted!
We’re sure you all know Glenn Hansen, whose coffee, tea, baked goodies and infectious grin keep us
fuelled during our meetings. Unfortunately, Glenn will be travelling quite a bit and will not be attending many of our
meetings, so he has had to resign his position as our hospitality coordinator. Anna Bilsky has agreed to take on the
position, but she would like to share the responsibility with someone.
This is a fun position, where you definitely get to meet a lot of people. While you do need to arrive a bit early to get
the coffee going, this also means that you’re usually there when our speakers arrive and can get first pick, not that
that would matter to us orchid growers.
If you would like to volunteer or for more information about the position, please contact our President, Julie Mertens,
at julie_mertens@videotron.ca or at 613-858-5311.

OUT-OF-TOWN ORCHID SHOWS
Jean Hollebone is planning to erect an OOS exhibit at an upcoming orchid show to be held Sept. 24-25 in
Cambridge, Ontario. Jean will require blooming orchids from members. If you have anything appropriate, please do
bring your plant(s) to this Sunday’s meeting. If you are unable to come and have something Jean could use, please
do not hesitate to contact her direct (contact details on the front of Spike).
Joyce Medcalf will be erecting an OOS display at the upcoming Eastern Canada Orchid (ECOS) orchid show to be
nd
rd
held in Montreal, October 22 – 23 , 2011. Barbara Wysocka will be erecting an OOS display at the OSRBG show
the following weekend. Joyce and Barbara will be requesting blooming orchids from Society members. Please do
help if you have blooming orchids. The ladies are hopeful members will be forthcoming with plants.

IMPORTING ORCHIDS INTO CANADA?
Bringing orchids into Canada can be a very complex, frustrating and expensive experience if you have not
done the necessary paperwork. Before you plan to bring orchids into Canada, you are well advised to be aware of
what is required. Marilyn Light, a member of the Ottawa Orchid Society, is Chair of the Conservation Committee of
the Canadian Orchid Congress (COC) and has written an excellent article on this subject. This article may be found
at http://www.canadianorchidcongress.ca/importing.html and is well worth reading.
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To get you back into the spirit, below are a few of the photographs taken by Arlene Lang at our April 2011
annual show which have been recently placed on our Society’s web site thanks to our web master, Dave
Cooper. More photos from our show may be found on the web site. More photos are to be added in the weeks
ahead.

Above from left: Paph. Lady Isabel, Exotic Orchids Plus; Phragmipedium (Phrag.) wallisii, Angel Orchids; Phrag.
Sorcerer's Apprentice, Les Orchidophiles de Québec; and, Dtps. Sylvie Paquette (Dtps. Tinny Sweetgirl 'BaoDer' x
Dtps. Hsinying Mount 'Bao Der'), Le Paradis des Orchidées Inc.

Above from left: Phal. philippinensis, Crystal Star Orchids and close up of Phal. Philippinensis; and, Dtps. I-Hsin
Ice Coke, Le Paradis des Orchidées Inc.

Above from left: Phal. Jiuhbao Queen Diamond 'Orchis', Le Paradis des Orchidées Inc.; Phal. Brother Sara Gold, Le
Paradis des Orchidées Inc.; and, Dtps. Takaki Smart 'N-5' (Doritaenopsis Little Gem Stripes x Phalaenopsis Timothy
Christopher), Wilson Ng.
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UPCOMING EVENTS

Sep 24-25

Central Ontario Orchid Society (COOS) annual show, Cambridge Hespeler Arena, 640 Ellis
Road, Cambridge, Ontario. Web-site: http://www.coos.ca

Oct 8-9

Victoria Orchid Society’s (VicOS) Fall Show and Sale at Hillside Mall, Victoria, British Columbia

Oct 8-23

Orchids: Mystery and Romance – October 8th to 23rd, 2011 – Muttart Conservatory, Edmonton,
Alberta. For more details on this event, including a description of activities to be held, see the
Canadian Orchid Congress (COC) September 2011 newsletter to be found at
http://www.chebucto.ns.ca/recreation/orchidcongress/news/cocv234.pdf

Oct 15-16

The Foothills Orchid Society (FOS) presents The Calgary
Orchid Show ‘Orchids for Everyone’ at Triwood Community
Centre, 2244 Chicoutimi Drive NW, Calgary, Alberta. Website: http://www.orchidshow.ca

Oct 22-23

Eastern Canada Orchid Society (ECOS) annual show at
the Hotel Espresso and conference Centre, 1005 rue Guy
near the corner of Boulevard René-Levesque, Montreal,
Quebec. Web-site: http://www.ecosorchids.ca

Oct 28-30

Orchid Society of the Royal Botanical Gardens
(OSRBG) Orchid Show, 680 Plains Rd., Burlington.
Website: http://www.osrbg.ca

Nov 5-6

Fraser Valley Orchid Society (FVOS), Show & Plant Sale
will be held at the George Preston Recreation Centre,
20699 42nd Avenue, Langley, BC. Web-site:
http://www.fraservalleyorchidsociety.ca
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Nov 12

The Essex County Orchid Society (ECOS) will be holding their second orchid show and sale at
Colasanti’s Tropical Gardens, 1550 Road 3 E, Ruthven, Ontario. There will be vendors, artistic
design displays by vendors and members and also an art component. For more information, please
email: Juliette St. Pierre at canadel@cogeco.ca or visit their web-site:
http://www.essexcountyorchidsociety.webs.com

Nov 14-23

20th WOC Singapore 2011 – “Where New and Old World Orchids Meet”, web-site:
http://www.20woc.com.sg/site/

2012
Feb 11-12

The Southern Ontario Orchid Society (SOOS) Annual Orchid Show at the Toronto Botanical
Garden, 777 Lawrence Avenue East, Toronto, Ontario. Web-site: http://www.soos.ca

Mar 17-18

London Orchid Society, 35th Annual Orchid Show & Sale, Mother Teresa Catholic Secondary
School, 1065 Sunningdale Road East, London, Ontario, web-site: http://los.lon.imag.net/

Mar 24-25

La Société des orchidophiles de Montréal “Orchidexpo 2012”, CÉGEP de Maisonneuve
2700, av. Bourbonnière, Montréal, Québec

TBA

Exposition des Orchidophiles du Saguenay-Lac-St-Jean, Hôtel Le Montagnais, bl. Talbot à
Chicoutimi, Québec.

Apr 21-22

Orchidophilia – Ottawa Orchid Society’s 31 Annual Orhid Show and Sale,
Nepean Sportsplex, 1701 Woodroffe Ave., Ottawa, Ontario. Society website:
http://www.ottawaorchidsociety.com Show Chairman: Dave Cooper, orchidae@storm.ca

Apr 28-29

Orchid Show of Les Orchidophiles de Québec to be held in the Pavillon de l'Envirotron, at
l’ Université de Laval, 2480, boul. Hochelaga, Saint-Foy, Québec. Further details to be posted.
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For Society members and others who may wish to attend orchid meetings in French, the activities of la Société des
orchidophiles de Montréal may be of interest to you. A number of OOS members attend these meetings as well as
those of our Society. For information on la Société des orchidophiles de Montréal, visit their web site at
http://orchidophilesmontreal.ca/index.php
Les réunions de la Société des orchidophiles de Montréal se tiennent au sous-sol de l'église Sainte Louise de
Marillac, au 7901 rue Sainte Claire, Montréal (Qc), au coin de la rue Honoré-Beaugrand. Elles débutent à 19h30.
Elles se tiennent le troisième mercredi de chaque mois. A chaque réunion, une présentation d'orchidées en fleurs
est faite par les membres et un mini-jugement de la table d'exposition est tenu. Durant la soirée les membres ont
accès aux services de bibliothèque, d'achats de groupe de matériaux de culture et de livres. Des orchidées en fleurs
sont offertes en vente par les marchands invités ou par les membres eux-mêmes. Une conférence sur les orchidées
est aussi présentée à chacune des réunions. Coût de l'inscription: 35.00$ pour une personne, 45.00$ pour deux
personnes habitant à une même adresse.

Montreal AOS Judging Centre

rd

AOS judging activities are held on the 3 Saturday of each month beginning at 10:00 am at the Montreal Botanical
Gardens (Jardin botanique de Montréal), located at 4101 Sherbrooke East (near Pie IX Blvd.), in Montreal. Plants
are judged beginning at 1:00 pm. Public is welcome and there is no cost to attend. Please confirm ahead of time if
you plan to attend to ensure that the time and venue have not been changed for a particular month because of an
orchid show.
OOS members who are involved with the AOS Judging Centre are André Couture, Marie Gauthier, Joyce Medcalf
and Marlene Young. Michael MacConaill is the official AOS photographer for the Montreal Judging Centre.
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