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This month’s meeting...

Sunday, September 21, 2008 @ 1:30 p.m.
Tom Brown Arena, 141 Bayview, Ottawa

Minature Orchid Species: Tiny Wonders of the Orchid World

By Peter T. Lin

Many of us eventually face the horror of horrors: we run out of
space for new orchids, and let’s be honest, there are always so
many orchids out there that just want to follow us home. The
solution: miniature orchids!

Our first speaker of this new year is Peter T. Lin who comes to
us all the way from Southern California where he grows mini-
Cattleyas and miniature species in three small greenhouses and
under lights. He is an avid hobbyist, hybridizer and AOS
probationary judge. Peter’s presentation will be Minature Orchid
Species: Tiny Wonders of the Orchid World. He will review the
many miniature species from some of the larger orchid families
such as Angraecoids, Pleurothallids, Dendrobiums, and many
more.

So, come one and all to find some new gems that you can easily
fit into even the most overstuffed collection!

Orchids 101

Orchids 101: Bringing your plants inside, with Marilyn Light

And don’t forget to bring your blooming orchids to our monthly
show table.

The Ottawa Orchid Society meets every third Sunday of
every month from September to May inclusive

at 1:30 P.M. at the Tom Brown Arena, 141 Bayview, Ottawa.
Guests are welcome.

MEMBERSHIP: $25 from September 1 - August 31.



A NOTE FROM THE PRESIDENT (AND EDITOR)
Summer seems to have rushed by and we are back in full swing with a great program put together by our Program
Coordinator, Julie Mertens. We hope you will find many things of interest as well as a few fun things to do.

September is membership renewal time. Members are encouraged to renew their memberships at the September
meeting. If you are unable to attend, mail your payment to the Society mail address on the front of this newsletter.
Membership dues remain at $25. This is a great bargain as this amount only pays a part of the expenses involved in
running this Society. The bulk of our revenue is raised from profits made from our annual auction, raffles, the annual
show and other fund raising activities. If not for all these activities, membership dues would have to be raised to $60-
$80 to cover operational expenses. So, if you are enjoying what the Society offers and you are learning a lot about
orchids, orchid culture, and other things, show your support by renewing your membership promptly, help out where
you can, and be an active member. Remember, we are a volunteer organization, and things only happen because of
folks like you who are willing to give a bit of your time and effort to making things happen.

As far as participation is concerned, would you like to consider becoming involved as either a volunteer in one of the
numerous activities in which the Society is involved, or how about creating an interest group of like-minded folks
interested to learn more about a specific genera of orchids? Perhaps this is the year where you, either alone or
perhaps with one or more members, will set up your own exhibit at our annual show in April 2009? You can set up
an orchid plant display or perhaps an educational or photographic display. There are many opportunities to
participate and, in doing so, you will become so much more enriched for the experience. Do give it some thought
and, if you have any questions, come and speak with me or with anyone else in the Society who you think may be
able to help.

If you are interested in starting up an interest group, you may be interested in something a small group of us did.
Many years ago, around 1988, a group of us in the Society were quite interested to learn a whole lot more than what
was readily available during this time about the Phalaenopsis orchid. We created the Phalaenopsis Interest Group
and this association was comprised of approximately 12-15 Society members. We would meet once a month at
members’ homes and have a speaker or some presentation on the Phalaenopsis orchid. We conducted different
experiments, learned how to propagate orchids from stem propagations and made some crosses. Some of us
harvested the seed pods and did all the various flasking stages. We placed group orders both for our group and the
Society. Individual members would travel great distances to get orchids for the group. We had a lot of fun and even
participated at an annual show with a personal Phalaenopsis Interest Group exhibit which was a lot of fun doing. We
learned so much and got to know members in the Society that we might otherwise not have gotten to know so well if
it weren’t for this unique experience. Many years have passed and it is so much easier now to get information and
orchid plants than was the case in the 1980’s. However, there are many interest groups (eg. International
Phalaenopsis Alliance, Cymbidium Society of America, Encyclia Enthusiasts, Slipper Orchid Alliance, the
Pleurothallid Alliance, the Maxillaria Tribe, the Odontoglossum Alliance, the Catasetum/Stanhopea Alliance, etc.) in
North America and elsewhere in the world and it is easy to join. If the cost may be more than you may wish to pay,
how about getting a few members together to reduce the cost of membership in one of these groups and spread the
knowledge around. You may be pleasantly surprised to learn a lot of interesting stuff and, at some better time, you
may wish to get your own personal membership in one of these groups and participate in some more meaningful
way. Perhaps you can team up with one of our members who knows a foreign language and can access some of
the great orchid work that is being done in Germany, France, China, Japan to name but a few countries and make
this information available to others in the English speaking community. There are so many, many ways one could
participate. And who knows, you may end up feeling just grand to have become involved!!!

Further on in the newsletter we will be identifying specific roles within the Society that need to be staffed with
volunteers. We would also like to participate in a number of out-of-town orchid shows with an Ottawa Orchid Society
display. Two of our members who have been erecting a Society exhibit at two Montreal orchid shows for more than
16 years have decided to take a well deserved rest. Two Society members have volunteered to do one of these
Montreal shows. However, we need one or more members to do the Spring orchid show in Montreal. The Society
covers travel and accommodation expenses. If this may be of interest to you, please speak with Gerry Duffield, our
Vice President. He looks after our out-of-town participation at other orchid society shows.

Enough said. Hope to see you at the September meeting. Until then, happy growing!!!

Rick Sobkowicz



2008-2009 Program Preview – Julie Mertens

Your Executive has been hard at work over the summer to prepare a fantastic program for the 2008-2009
meetings of the society. You’ll notice that we are continuing our ever-popular Orchids 101 sessions.
Many thanks go to Marilyn Light for all of her work organising these sessions.

Other activities planned include a group order this fall (all the information you’ll need and a plant list are
enclosed further in this newsletter). We’re also working on a second trip to the Montreal Botanical
Gardens in late February or early March, given the popularity of the first one. We will also be looking at
planning other similar, shorter trips.

We hope that you will enjoy 2008-2009!

September 21, 2008 Miniature Orchid Species: Tiny Wonders of the Orchid World by
Peter T. Lin
Mini orchids are gaining in popularity – you can fit more of them in the
space usually required by one large mature plant, many can bloom many
times a year with proper culture and, well, they’re just so cute!

Group order from Exotic Orchids of Maui

October 19, 2008 Annual Ottawa Orchid Society Auction
It’s time to bring your extra orchids and related items, including Rick’s
specialty, pots. And it’s all for good causes: supporting the society, local
conservation efforts and the Toronto judging center.

Group order from Exotic Orchids of Maui (continued)

November 16, 2008 Lycastes by Russ Vernon, New Vision Orchids
Named after the beautiful daughter of a King of Antiquity, Lycaste
certainly live up to their name and even surpass it, with delightful
fragrances. A great chance to learn about this intriguing genera! Russ
also specializes in Phalaenopsis and Odontoglossums, so you can also ask
questions about these genera. (Please note that Russ will be bringing
plants as well. His pre-order list will be posted on the OOS website in the
next few weeks and paper copies will be available at the September and
October meetings.)

Delivery of group order from Exotic Orchids of Maui

December 21, 2008 Christmas Social
This is your chance to meet up with old (and new) friends, share goodies
and more! This year, we also have another special treat…

Angraecums by Alan Koch, Gold Country Orchids
Ever since their discovery, orchid growers, including the famous Charles
Darwin, have been fascinated by these spurred beauties. Find out what
it’s all about!

January 18, 2009 Semi-hydroponic Growing by Calvin Wong, Tropical Orchids
Growing orchids semi-hydroponically, that is in non-organic material and
in pots with a “reservoir”, is gaining in popularity. Come find out the tips



and tricks for this way of growing and whether it’s right for you.

February 15, 2009 Using your Orchid Flowers with various speakers
Sure, orchid plants are gorgeous when in flower, but there is so much
more than can be done with orchid flowers. Every year at our show,
Ikebana floral designers knock our socks off with their creations. In
February, we’re inviting a few of them to come and share their art with us
and to lead workshops on using our orchid flowers in corsages and flower
arrangements, and making the most of them.

March 15, 2009 Orchids From Seed by Marilyn Light, Ottawa Orchid Society
There are many ways to propagate orchids. This is your chance to explore
these ways, with an acknowledged expert who has registered many of her
own crosses and one of them has even graced a Canadian stamp.

April 19, 2009 Growing Hardy Orchids in the Garden by Caroline Constabelle,
Planteck Biotechnologies
We’ve learned that there are many native orchids growing in our area.
However, many of these have stringent needs best accommodated in their
native habitats. But there are hardy orchids, artificially propagated, that
you CAN grow in your very own backyard.

May 17, 2009 Orchid Growing Panel with members of the Ottawa Orchid Society
You have orchid questions or problems? We’ve got answers! Bring your
problem orchids in and we’ll do our best to help you out.

Election of the Society’s Executive

We are also organizing another group order this fall from Exotic Orchids of Maui. We will be taking
orders in September and October, and delivering the plants in November. More on this on next page.

ORCHID QUIZ – Part 1
Can you guess the genera of the orchids pictured below and on over the next few pages? Can you name
the orchid? Five points for the correct genera. Ten additional points if you know the specific name of the
orchid. Correct names may be found on bottom of page 10.

Mystery Orchid #1 Mystery Orchid #2



Mystery Orchid # 3 Mystery Orchid # 4

A Note about Society Trips

As many of you likely already know, we had to cancel our trip to the Royal Botanical Gardens scheduled
for the weekend of September 12 to 14 due to low participation rates. Another trip to the RBG may be
planned for the future, but as a shorter trip.

In the meantime, we’re going ahead with the planning for a repeat trip to the Montreal Botanical Gardens
this winter. We’ll be spending more time at the Gardens and even having lunch there. This trip will cost a
bit more than the last one, given the rising cost of fuel and the fact that it will now include your lunch.
Additional details will be available in next month’s Spike and we’ll start taking registrations at the
November meeting, though keeners are encouraged to contact Julie Mertens at (613) 323-0460 to reserve
their spots. You can also contact Julie by phone or by e-mail (see address on front of newsletter) if you
have any questions.

Are there other trips you’d like to go on, perhaps even help with the organisation? We’re always open to
your sugge

Society Group Order – Exotic Orchids of Maui – Julie Mertens

I am pleased to announce that once again this fall, the Ottawa Orchid Society will be making a group
order. This year, we’ve chosen Exotic Orchids of Maui (EOM) in beautiful Hawaii. EOM, as they’re
commonly called, carries a wide variety of orchid species and several novelty hybrids. You can visit their
website at http://www.mauiorchids.com/.

We’ll be posting a “catalogue” on the OOS website in the next couple of weeks. The catalogue lists the
plants you can order with short descriptions, pictures and prices. The prices include the cost of applicable
importing and exporting certificates, shipping fees and taxes. Printed, colour copies of the list will also be
available during the September and October meetings of the society. We will be taking orders and
collecting payments during the September and October meetings. Members can also contact Julie Mertens
directly at (613) 323-0460. Barring any delays, plants should be delivered at the November meeting.



A quick reminder to everyone: plants imported into Canada must be bare rooted and should be repotted as
soon as possible after their arrival. If you will not be able to attend the November meeting, please contact
Julie to make alternate arrangements for your plant pick up.

If you have any questions or for additional information, please do not hesitate to contact Julie at
(613) 323-0460 or by e-mail (see address on front of newsletter). Don’t miss this opportunity to add
something absolutely unique to your collection!

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *

A Summary of Responses to the 2008 OOS Membership Questionnaire

In the June 2008 edition of Spike, we asked members to complete a survey to help us find out your
opinions on the Ottawa Orchid Society and its activities, and what you would like to see more of, less of or
just done differently. 13% members responded; these responses were very useful during the Executive’s
August retreat and sparked a lengthy discussion.

Overall, respondents were satisfied with the current OOS programs and activities. The show was of course
the most popular and everyone thought Spike is excellent (kudos to Rick, our editor). A few
recommendations will be implemented over the course this fall. We will solicit members’ interests in
creating subgroup for more advanced discussions; bring a paper copy of the library’s holdings to meetings;
and focus on organizing shorter daytrips, to locations such as the Montreal Botanical Gardens and Purdon
Fen.

Of course, it’s never too late to share your opinions and suggestions. Your Executive is always ready to
listen.

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *

ORCHID QUIZ – Part 2
Can you guess the genera of the orchids pictured below? Can you name the orchid?

Mystery Orchid # 5 Mystery Orchid #6



SOCIETY BULLETIN BOARD

MEMBERS’CORNER!
It is membership renewal time. Membership dues are $25. You can make your payment
directly to the person looking after memberships at the September monthly meeting. If you
cannot make the September meeting, you can mail your payment to the post office box
address for the Ottawa Orchid Society (see front of Spike for address). Cheques are to be
made payable to the Ottawa Orchid Society. Your prompt payment is very much appreciated.

HOSPITALITY PERSON REQUIRED FOR MONTHLY MEETINGS
We need a volunteer to look after the
refreshments area (the small kitchen at the back of
the Tom Brown Hall) at our monthly meetings. This
task requires looking after the tea and coffee,
getting cookies and other supplies, and setting
things up for the pleasure and enjoyment of
members. Our thanks to Terez Paksi who has
been looking after this. Unfortunately, she is
unable to continue in providing this very much
appreciated service. Anna Bilsky, our former
Society President, has offered to look after things

at the September meeting. Thank you, Anna, for helping out. If anyone would like to help, please
speak to the Society President or to Anna Bilsky. Should no volunteer come forward, there will
be no hospitality service at subsequent monthly meetings.

NOTE FROM THE LIBRARIAN
It is the start of a new season of meetings for the Orchid Society and I would like to welcome
members to take advantage of a great selection of books in our Library. I would also
encourage members to check through the catalogue on the web site - it can be viewed in
various forms, i.e. ‘author’, ‘subject matter’ etc, as this will give you a complete list of our
collection. If you see a book you would like to take out please e-mail me and I will put the book
aside and bring it to the upcoming meeting. At the present time we have a rule of only one
book per person per month and a new book will only be loaned out if there are no outstanding
loans under the member’s name. A selection of current periodicals will be brought to the
meetings and placed on the reading table; these will not be loaned out until they are 2 to 3
years old. So please ask if you wish to read any older periodicals we have in the collection.

The following exciting new books were added to the Library towards the end of the last season
of meetings. If you wish to reserve a book you can e-mail me prior to the regular meetings and I

will be happy to bring it along. As usual there will be a broad choice of books on the Library table at
the meetings, plus the magazine reading table. See you in September.

330 MacDonald, Ross, Cool Flowering Orchids Throughout the Year
331 Greer, Barney The Astonishing Stanhopeas
332 Koopowitz, Harold Tropical Slipper Orchids
333 Light & MacConaill Appearance and Disappearance of a Weedy Orchid

Epipactis Helleborine
334 Oakeley, Dr. Henry F., Lycaste, Ida and Anguloa. The Essential Guide

Jane Thompson

OOS ANNUAL AUCTION – October 19, 2008
A reminder that the Society will be holding its annual auction next month. We need donations



such as orchids, orchid books, photographs of orchids, orchid supplies (ie. fertilizers, growing
medium, plant labels, pots, etc.). Plant divisions are especially welcome and greatly desired. We
only ask that members do not donate plants with pests or viruses.

ORCHID SUPPLIES

Angele Biljan has received a new shipment of fine and medium bark. Unfortunately because of her
leg injury, she cannot bring too many extra bags. She invites you to call her ahead of time to let her
know what you may need and she will bring the bark to the September meeting. She also has MSU
and Peter 20-20-20 fertilizer for sale. She can be reached at 613-225-2925 or e-mail her
at: orchidlady2002@hotmail.com

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *

EASTERN CANADA ORCHID SOCIETY (ECOS) SHOW – MONTREAL, Oct. 25-27
Marlene Young and Joyce Medcalf have offered to set up the Ottawa Orchid Society display at the ECOS
show. If you have blooming orchid plants for the OOS display, do let Marlene or Joyce know. Marlene
and/or Joyce will be at both the September and October meeting. Should you need to contact either one of
the two members, Marlene can be contacted by e-mail at marlyoung@hotmail.com and Joyce can be
contacted at jmedcalf@1000island.net.

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *

UPCOMING EVENTS

2008

Sept.20: Montreal AOS Judging, Montreal Botanical Garden, 4101 Sherbrooke St. East (& Pie IX Blvd.),
1:00 pm, contact person: Howard Ginsberg, 514-878-1900 or 514-871-0205, e-mail:
orchids@bedfordorchids.com.

Sept 27-28: The Central Ontario Orchid Society Annual Show and Sale, Cambridge Hespeler Arena, 640
Ellis Road, Cambridge http://www.coos.ca/

Oct.4: Toronto Centre AOS Judging, 1:00pm, Toronto Botanical Garden, Edwards Gardens, 777
Lawrence Avenue East, Toronto. Contact person: Mario Ferrusi, 905-892-4187, e-mail:
mferrusi@sympatico.ca.

Oct 25-26: Eastern Canada Orchid Society at the Days Inn Hotel, 1005 rue Guy (near intersection of René
Lévesque Blvd.), in downtown Montreal. Phone 450-467-4795, website: http://www.ecosorchids.ca/. Show
times: Sat. 12:00-6:00 pm; Sunday: 9:00-5:00 pm.

Nov. 1: Toronto Centre AOS Judging, 1:00pm, Toronto Botanical Garden, Edwards Gardens, 777
Lawrence Avenue East, Toronto. Contact person: Mario Ferrusi, 905-892-4187, e-mail:
mferrusi@sympatico.ca.

Nov 8-9: Niagara Region OS, CAW Hall 124 Bunting Rd, St. Catharines, Ont Contact: Jodi Shannon, Show
Chairperson Phone: 905-641-1934, "http://www.niagaraorchidsociety.org/"

Nov.15: Montreal AOS Judging, Montreal Botanical Garden, 4101 Sherbrooke St. East (& Pie IX Blvd.),
1:00 pm, contact person: Howard Ginsberg, 514-878-1900 or 514-871-0205, e-mail:
orchids@bedfordorchids.com.

Dec.6: Toronto Centre AOS Judging, 1:00pm, Toronto Botanical Garden, Edwards Gardens, 777


