
 
 

OCTOBER 2020 
 

Welcome Back 
 

Welcome to the vibrant Fall colours of red, orange and yellow, a mark 
of change and acceptance. ‘Change’ is the new norm of 2020 and as 
COVID-19 related restrictions and regulations continue to affect our 
ability to meet in person as a Society, changes have been made in our 
regular activities and all meetings scheduled for this season (September 
2020 - August 2021) will now be held virtually via Zoom. The first 
virtual meeting held in September was a great success with about 50 
people attending. For those of you who were unable to attend the 
meeting, a synopsis of Dr. Leslie Ee's talk can be found on page 15, 
and the detailed program for the Fall months can be found on page 4. 
Also, in lieu of Shows, the Society will facilitate group plant orders (page 6). 

 
October’s Meeting 
 

October 18, 2020 at 1:30 p.m. Mr. Fred Clarke 
will speak to us virtually from California, on the 
topic of mini-Cattleya. As one of the foremost 
orchid hybridizers in the United States, he has been 
growing orchids for over 45 years. He specializes in 
the breeding of Cattleya, Catasetum and Australian 
Dendrobium varieties. In 2016, Fred’s hybridization 
achievements were recognized by the American 
Orchid Society (AOS) when he was presented with 
the prestigious AOS Hybridizer’s Award. Fred has 

been a trustee of the American Orchid Society for many years. While surfing the internet for his 
picture to include in this edition, I happened to listen to one of his talks he presented to another 
Society, and I admit that he has an impressive story to tell about the beginning of his orchid hobby. 
It will be an exciting talk for sure.  
 
Photos:  Cattleya grown and photographed by Sabina Gupta. 
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President’s Message 

 
We had our first virtual meeting in September using Zoom, and I was 
very pleased to see how smoothly it went, with no ‘technical glitches’. 
Our speaker Leslie Ee gave an excellent talk on Dendrobium cuthbertsonii 
accompanied by some stunning photographs. It is amazing to see how 
so many flowers can be produced by such small plants, and also how 
there can be so many different colour variations in one species! Leslie 
also gave a good description of how to grow these cool-loving plants 
inside a modified wine fridge, with high humidity but also good air 
circulation. A big ‘Thank-you’ to Leslie, and also to Jan Johns for 
dealing with the technical aspects of hosting a Zoom meeting in this 
way. We could not have done it without you!! 
 
We had close to 50 participants in all, which was great! For those of you 

who were not able to join this month, I would like to emphasize that although there are some 
obvious disadvantages, there are also some advantages to meeting in this way. The slides are very 
clear on your computer screen, just as if you were actually looking at one of your own files – no 
problems with sitting too far back, lights in the room, people’s heads in the way, etc., as there could 
be at the Tom Brown Arena. The sound comes directly from your computer so you can make it as 
loud or as soft as you want, with no background noises to distract you! All in all, a very successful 
first virtual meeting. Of course, we all miss the socializing aspect of our regular meetings, so I 
encourage you to contact other members by phone and email, or to include them in your ‘social 
bubble’ when appropriate.  
 
This month’s meeting will feature a talk by Fred Clarke about miniature Cattleya. Fred is an expert 
hybridizer, and this should be another excellent meeting. I hope to see you there. Earlier this 
month we held our first Virtual Show Table where members sent in photos of their blooming 
plants for judging by our usual expert judges. Photos of the winning entries will be presented at the 
October meeting, and will also be included in the November Spike. 
Meanwhile, stay safe, wash your hands and keep your distance! 

Dave Cooper 
 

  
 

 

 

 
 
 
 

 
  Stapelia grandifolia 

Grown and Photographed by David Cooper 
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2021 Annual Show Cancelled 
 
Reluctantly, the Board has decided that because of the COVID-19 pandemic we will not be able to 
hold our normal Annual Show in April of 2021. Instead, we will have a Virtual Show for our 
members, similar to what we did for the 2020 Show. First, as most of you know, planning for the 
Show takes several months and there will simply not be enough time even if a vaccine does become 
available in the spring. Second, many of our vendors come from outside of Canada and we do not 
know when travel restrictions may be lifted. Third, our normal venue is quite expensive so that we 
need to have at least 1,600 visitors to cover our costs. It is very unlikely that this many visitors 
would be willing to come even if we did have a Show, so it would not be financially viable. Let’s 
hope that things get back to normal before this time next year so that we can have a great Show in 
2022!  
 

Tentative Program for 2020 - 2021 (all talks will be held at 1:30 p.m.) 
 

 

Jean Hollebone 
Program Chair  

  

October 18 Fred Clarke of Sunset Valley Orchids (SVO) will speak on mini Cattleya. Fred has 
been with us for a previous presentation on Catasetum. He is also a master 
Cattleya hybridizer and will be talking about his latest hybrids. A few of us were 
able to acquire these excellent quality Cattleya through the group order we placed 
in September. 

November 15 Jean Hollebone of our own Society will speak on Maxillaria, a large group of 
Central and South American orchids that up to now have not been widely grown 
but are now becoming increasingly popular in hobby collections. 

December 20 Our annual Festive Get-Together. We will be planning an online get-together 
with orchid video(s) of interest. Creative ideas are welcome for making this a 
special event for everyone. 

January 17 Terry Kennedy of Orchids in our Tropics will speak.  
Terry is developing a new talk for our Society on orchid mimicry and some of 
the very strange behaviour exhibited by certain orchids. Terry is also known for 
her excellent advice on growing orchids and their requirements. The January 
meeting is an excellent opportunity to find answers to some of your questions 
regarding orchid culture. 
 
Terry will be offering plants, which will be picked up in Toronto before the 
virtual meeting. We are also planning a group order from Ravenvision for those 
needing orchid supplies. Watch for the email with instructions and deadlines for 
these orders. 
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Sunday Meetings for the 2020 - 2021 Season 
 
The Board has decided that all meetings for this current season will be held virtually using Zoom. 
The September virtual meeting was very successful so we feel confident that we can have another 
great season in this way, with some excellent speakers. We will also have virtual Show Tables for 
most meetings, and we are even thinking we may be able to have a raffle and/or an auction later in 
the season. Details of our meetings will be published in Spike as usual. 
 

Virtual Show Table for November 
 

We will be having our second Virtual Show Table at the November meeting. The rules will be the 
same as for the October Show Table (see September Spike), and the deadline for entries will again 
be two weeks before the meeting, making it Sunday November 1st. Your photos must be taken that 
weekend, either October 31st or November 1st, and should be sent by email to me at 
orchidae@storm.ca. Remember to include your name as well as the full name of each plant.  
 

Dave Cooper 
 

Technical Issues with Zoom 
 
Thanks to the many of you who logged on and enjoyed a wonderful presentation by Dr. Leslie Ee 
in September. If you are having (or had) difficulties with Zoom that are not resolved, please call me 
at 613-253-1996 or email me janet.johns@sympatico.ca and I will set up a practise session for you.  
A few notes: 

1. You must click on the registration link by the deadline. Do not wait until the meeting date. 

2. You should receive an email from Zoom within 24-48 hours with the link. Click on this link 

between 1:15 and 1:25 p.m. the day of the meeting. As I am usually busy for the first 10 

minutes of the meeting, I cannot answer emails/text messages at that time. I promise you I 

will allow you to enter as soon as I can. 

3. I will be muting your sound/video during the presentation. 

4. During the presentation, your screen should be set that you can see small pictures of a few 

attendees, and the full current slide of the presentation. 

5. At other times, you can choose Gallery View (seeing a lot of faces – but not all of them as 

we are many) or Speaker View. The Speaker View allows you to focus on the person 

speaking. All other faces are small. 

6. If you have Wi-Fi issues during the meeting – you may lose connection. Sometimes it is 

momentary, and Zoom reconnects automatically, but sometimes you completely lose the 

link. Just click on the meeting link again. I am watching and will let you in. 

mailto:orchidae@storm.ca
mailto:janet.johns@sympatico.ca
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The deadline for the registration link for our meeting on October 18, 2020 is Thursday, 
October 15. This will be sent out in an email a few days before the deadline. If you don’t 
recieve it, please email me at janet.johns@sympatico.ca  

 
September 20 Meeting (Presentation Synopsis on page 15) 
 
This brief report is for those who could not attend. Please note that for privacy and in respect of 
our speakers, our meetings will not be recorded. This would be the normal procedure for our 
meetings.  

1. Jan went over meeting protocols. 

2. Dave welcomed everyone and explained the decision re:  Zoom and that we will be 

proceeding with this format at least until December. He noted that you would need to renew 

membership to receive subsequent Spike publications, meeting registration links and any 

other OOS activities. This is now easily accessible on the website. 

http://www.ottawaorchidsociety.com/payments.html 

3. Presentation (see notes below) with questions and answers (thanks to Pat Boisvert who 

fielded questions for us). 

4. After our presentation, members of the Board were introduced, and two gaps were 

identified.  

 The position of Conservation Chair is open. If you are interested the conservation of 

orchids and in joining the OOS Board, please let us know. 

 We also need someone to operate Facebook for us. This is not a Board position. Bev 

Burtnyk has kindly done this for us in the past. Pat Boisvert is temporarily looking after 

this now, but we do need someone to permanently look after it. If you like social media, 

this is for you. 

If you are interested in either of these positions or need more information, please 
contact our President, Dave Cooper at orchidae@storm.ca  

5. In closing, Dave went over the “rules” for the October Virtual Orchid Show Table. These 

were sent out to members and stated in last month’s Spike. 

Group Plant Orders 
 
Orchids in Our Tropics (Doug and Terry Kennedy) 
The Kennedys’ most current orchid plant list will be received around November 12 (they are 
expecting a large shipment of new orchids just before that time). Members may place their orders 
until November 21. Terry Kennedy will confirm each order shortly after receipt with an invoice 
which can then be paid by e-transfer (preferred method) or by credit card. The Kennedys will have 
a range of selection, including some new orchids from SVO (Fred Clarke). So, if you missed the 
September group SVO orders, here is another opportunity to get them. The Kennedys have 
graciously offered to give a 10% discount to each individual order, and we will also save on 
packaging and shipping charges. Delivery is anticipated the week of November 22. Further 

mailto:janet.johns@sympatico.ca
http://www.ottawaorchidsociety.com/payments.html
mailto:orchidae@storm.ca
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instructions will be provided when the new order list is circulated to Society members around 
November 12.  
 
Ravenvision Orchid Supplies (Jay Norris, Max Wilson and Robin McLaughlin) 
If you need excellent quality orchid supplies, such as pots, potting media, New zealand sphagnum 
moss and other related items, Ravenvision has agreed to waive shipping costs on orders from their 
website if identified by the code: ottawagroup. Orders can be placed up to November 7 
and will be delivered the week of November 22. All instructions, including method of prepayment 
can be found on their website.  
 
Please watch for detailed emails on ordering. Membership renewal is required to take advantage of 
these offers.  
 

Judging Centre Updates for 2020 - 2021 
 
The Montréal Judging Centre will not be meeting until at least January 2021 due to the current 
pandemic. The Centre will however continue with its internal operations. In this context, the 
Centre will open its training sessions to members of the OOS and Les Orchidophiles de 
Montréal. The sessions will last about one hour and start at 10 A.M. A separate communication 
will be sent to members for those willing to join the Centre via Zoom. The next training session 
will be held on October 19th on the topic of Cattleya tenebrosa by Scott De Vito. 
 

André Couture (Chair, Montréal Additional Judging Centre)  

 
Ottawa Orchid Society Awards 
 
Many of our members have made great contributions to the success of our Society in many 
different ways over the years, through growing and exhibiting their plants, through membership on 
the Society Board or the Show Committee, by setting up an OOS exhibit in other Societies’ Shows, 
and so much more. I have now compiled a new document describing the Awards available to OOS 
members, and we have added a new Certificate of Excellence Award to complement the Diamond 
Awards and the Lifetime Achievement Awards that have been available to our members for many 
years. The Board feels it is important that we recognize members’ substantial contributions even if 
they are not yet at the level needed for a Diamond Award or Lifetime Achievement Award.  
Please take a look at the document included on the following three pages, and if you have any 
thoughts or suggestions please let me or any other Board member know. You can find our email 
addresses on page 2 of this Spike. We will take a poll at the October meeting to ask for your 
agreement on this new Awards policy.  
 
You can see a list of previous winners of the Diamond Award and the Lifetime Achievement 
Award in the website at http://www.ottawaorchidsociety.com/member_awards.html.  
 

Dave Cooper 

http://www.ottawaorchidsociety.com/member_awards.html
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Various awards are given to recognize commitment and contribution to the OOS, and these awards 
are available to any member.  

Awards Criteria* 

Criteria for giving awards are based on three aspects:  orchid growing expertise; activity within the 
OOS; and activity outside the OOS. Some examples of these three aspects are as follows (other 
similar criteria can be used): 
 

A. Orchid Growing Expertise 

 Regularly bring plants for the Show Table and frequently win awards 

 Regularly enter a display in the OOS Show 

 Regularly loan plants for shows (either OOS and/or Out of Town) and frequently win 
awards 

 Recognized expert grower 

 Make growing area available for OOS members to visit 

B. Activity Within OOS 

 Long-term member of the Board 

 Long-term member of the Show Committee or long-term volunteer at the Show 

 Regular involvement in running meetings 

 Regular involvement with OOS auction 

 Giving presentations for Orchids 101, being a speaker or giving workshops at OOS 
meetings 

 Setting up social activities, road trips, etc., for OOS members 

C. Activity Outside OOS 

 Organizing and setting up OOS displays at out-of-town shows 

 Involvement with AOS, COC, Orchid Digest, etc. 

 Involvement with vendors, judges, etc., at OOS Show 

 Involvement with outside speakers for meetings 

 Community outreach – presentations to local groups, etc. 

Awards Committee 

 A new Awards Committee will be established in August each year to organize the giving of 
awards. Committee membership will be offered to all previous recipients of Diamond 
Awards and/or Lifetime Achievement Awards but will be limited to those who are not 
current Board members. The Committee can also invite other members of the OOS to join 
with the intent particularly of including newer members.
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 Committee activities will include soliciting potential candidates for awards from the 
membership, making a final selection of award recipients, and arranging to purchase the  
awards themselves. In the case of certificates, the Board will provide the template and the 
Committee will produce the citation text to be used in the Certificate template. The 
Committee will also have it printed and framed (the actual editing and printing may be 
delegated as appropriate). Costs for awards, framing, etc., will be reviewed with the Board to 
ensure they are within budget. 

 If possible, the Committee should aim to have the awards ready for presentation at the 
December meeting. This means the selection should be given to the Board in October to 
allow time for approvals, and time to have the awards available by December.  

OOS Awards 

AWARD Award Criteria* 

Lifetime Achievement 
Award 

Long-term involvement in all three aspects of OOS activities (A, B and 
C) for a period of at least 10 years 

Diamond Award Involvement in at least two aspects of OOS activities for a period of at 
least 5 years 

Certificate of 
Excellence 

Involvement in any one aspect of OOS activities for a period of at least 
3 years 

 
*Note:  These criteria are given as examples and are intended to be interpreted with some 
flexibility. 

Recommendations for Awards 

Any OOS member can recommend another member to be considered for an award, based on their 
contribution to the society. Recommendations should be sent by email to the Awards Committee 
chair and should include the name of the member being proposed, as well as a short description of 
the reasons for making the recommendation. All OOS members are eligible to receive awards, 
including current members of the OOS Board. The final selection for all awards will be made by 
the Awards Committee and will be submitted to the Board for formal approval.  

Awards Presentation 

Awards will normally be presented to the winner(s) at a Society monthly meeting by the Chair of 
the Awards Committee together with the OOS President. The person who made the original 
recommendation may be invited to participate in the presentation if they wish. Details of the 
Award and the recipient, as well as photos, will normally be published in Spike the following 
month.  
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Parameters 

Any of the major awards (Diamond Award and Lifetime Achievement Award) can be granted only 
once to a member.  

1. Depending on their contributions to the Society, members may receive more than one 
Certificate of Excellence. 

2. Having received the Orchid Digest Diamond Award does not preclude receiving the OOS 
Lifetime Achievement Award or a Certificate of Excellence. 

3. The decision of granting an award is the responsibility of the OOS Board. 
4. The granting of an award cannot be appealed. 
5. The Orchid Digest Diamond Award is subject to the Orchid Digest criteria. 
6. The OOS Lifetime Achievement Award also carries a lifetime membership in the Society. 
7. The former Award of Excellence is now considered a Lifetime Achievement Award. 

Certificate of Excellence Template 

 

 

 

The above is an example of the new Certificate of Excellence. This is a template which would be 
completed to show the recipient’s name and contributions to the OOS, then printed and mounted 
in a frame suitable for display. 
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Synopsis of Dr. Leslie Ee’s Talk on Dendrobium cuthbertsonii (Sept 2020) 
 

We were able to view a stunning array of exceptionally beautiful 
photographs of this lovely species and its hybrids during this 
comprehensive talk. Dendrobium cuthbertoniis grow in Papua New Guinea 
and Indonesian Papua in the mountains that have relatively even 
temperatures and high humidity and are protected by many of the 
indigenous Tribes in the area. They are prized 
because of their compact round shape and 
unique warty foliage. They also have very 
long-lasting and vibrant flowers in a wide 
variety of colours from reds and oranges to 
pinks and white - some in bicolour. They are 
tolerant of cooler conditions. However, they 

are temperature sensitive needing a very specific range to grow well 
(13°C nights to 23°C days), sometimes exhibiting polyploidy that can 
lead to sterility, making them somewhat high maintenance orchids with 
very specific cultural and watering needs. These plants have won over 100 AOS awards. Those that 

breed and hybridize this species include David Kalb - an expert in our 
own Society and Ecuagenera. The hybrids are much easier to grow being 
less temperature sensitive, with warmth tolerance imparted from the other 
parent. Once seeds are released, the plants take about 7 months to mature 
and 4 years to bloom. First generation F1 hybrids keep the cuthbertsonii 
flower form (of those mentioned, I recorded D. Illusion, D. Nagomi and 
D. Aussie’s Hi-Lo) and are warmer growing. They do not need the night 
cold. F2 hybrids are also less temperature sensitive but lose the form of 
the flower. David Kalb has grown some interesting hybrids including 
flowers with a peloric form. Other interesting color forms include one 
that is first orange, then changes to pink as it ages. 

 
In general, those who want to cultivate the species must adhere to 10 cultural rules. It helps if you 
have technical knowledge to re-purpose a wine fridge with timer, 
hygrometer, temperature controller, lights and a fan! 
  

1. Light:  1500 - 2000 (FC) Foot-candles   

2. Temperature:  13°C at night, 23°C during the day 

3. Humidity:  80% 

4. Constant air circulation (but not directly on the orchids) 

5. Pure water (rain, RO or distilled water) less than 20 ppm 

6. Frequent watering (wet moist roots, but not soggy) 

7. Fertilize once a month 20-10-20 (Kelp) 

8. Best in New Zealand sphagnum and clay pots 

9. Under-pot - never over-pot 
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10. Repot annually – remove the flowers after three months if the plant seems to need a rest. 

 

Andrée Millar says in her book, ‘Orchids of Papua New Guinea’ book:..‘When you see your first 

one of these small glowing orchids, you will never forget where and when you first saw it.’ ‘Nobody 

describing the flowers of D. cuthbertsonii can fail to go into raptures. They are so beautiful, and such 

a large flower on so small a plant.’ ‘Dendrobium cuthbersonii is one of the most coveted orchids in the 

world.’ ‘It is essentially a plant of the mist, and moss forest… ‘jewels in the canopy’ of the mists 

forest.’ 

 
Many thanks to Dr. Leslie Ee for checking this for accuracy, making a couple of additions 
and providing his pictures. 
 

Orchid Learning Circles 
 
I have received a couple of enquiries about setting up a small group to explore learning about 
orchids outside of our regular meetings. We will launch this after the October meeting. The plan is 
to create a small social group of interested orchidophiles researching about orchid care, an orchid 
alliance or family, conservation or even the history of orchids as they choose. Please contact Jan 
Johns at janet.johns@sympatico.ca to sign up. 
 

Ad from Michael J. Burrows (with thanks for his contributions to our Raffle Table from 
his Mother’s collection, Frances Burrows) 

I have, for sale, a collection of various sized orchid pots with rhizome clips if anyone is interested. I 
could deliver to Ottawa as I go there regularly. See attached, asking $60.00. Selection of various 
sized (used) orchid pots, 54 units. Sizes vary from 3 1/2” to 9”, although 5 1/2” represents the 
bulk of the pots. Includes rhizome clips:  14 large, 13 small, 11 medium.  

I can be reached at 514-246-6017. 

Michael Burrows 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

mailto:janet.johns@sympatico.ca
https://www.facebook.com/OttawaOrchidSociety/inbox?cquick=jsc_c_wo&cquick_token=AQ6TCOpad35KJ5gr&ctarget=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.facebook.com&mailbox_id=196485693713178&selected_item_id=641331139
https://www.facebook.com/OttawaOrchidSociety/inbox?cquick=jsc_c_wo&cquick_token=AQ6TCOpad35KJ5gr&ctarget=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.facebook.com&mailbox_id=196485693713178&selected_item_id=641331139
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Culture note on Phalaenopsis 
 
The cooling nights of autumn are a perfect time for most Phalaenopsis to 
set their buds for late winter and early spring flowering. Now is the time to 
set your plant close to an open window at night (as long as the 
temperature is well above freezing) for about 10 days. The drop of about 

10 degrees between day and night stimulates the plants 
to set buds. After about a month you will see pointed 
green spike(s) appear between the bases of the leaves 
(picture on the right, red arrow). These will grow 
outward and upwards and soon small buds appear on 
the stems (picture on the left, red arrows). They take 
about 3 months to reach blooming size. Once you see the spikes appear, 
fertilize with bloom buster fertilizer, reducing label instructions by 50% 
strength once a month up until bloom. Once the spike is about 5 cm long, be 

careful to orient your plant towards the light in exactly the same direction every time you water or 
move the plant so that the spike stays straight and the buds do not twist on the developing stem. 
 

Jean Hollebone 

 
Novice Editor’s Corner  
 

My observations about the grow and bloom cycle of Dendrobium nobile 
 
Dendrobium nobile are also dependent on the temperature changes to set spikes. Unlike Phalaenopsis 
types, nobiles appreciate direct sun throughout the growing season and require dry and cool rest 
for about 2-4 weeks before setting buds. I had left my Dendrobium nobile hybrids outside all through 
the summer, facing the southeast front of my house until mid-September. Some of them set buds 
as soon as I took them ourside (blooms in the picture opened in early 
September). The rest of the cane is now covered with newly swollen nodes 

(picture on the left, red arrows), which may potentially 
develop into blooms by January. As a novice hobbyist, my 
simple method has been to look for the appearance of a 
stump at the tip of the growing cane, which marks the 
completion of its growth. It is also an indication that the 
plant is ready for a dry and cool rest. From here, I reduce watering and stop 
fertilising until the swollen nodes start looking like actual bloom buds. Once 
inside, they go directly under the lights and are kept at normal household 
temperature. I have been able to consistently bloom all of my nobiles by following 
this routine. Some times you will observe that bloom spikes grow their own roots 

(picture on the right, red arrow). Rarely, after the bloom has passed, a new growth is initiated from 
these roots. Pictures on this page by Sabina Gupta. 
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Editor’s Wrap 
 

Welcome Back! It has been a great summer in the end and it is time to say au revoir to Summer and 
embrace Fall. I am not really fond of the Fall season but I like changes. Imagine a stagnant life - we 
would all be stuck with this dreadful pandemic forever! Thankfully, we have come through the 
worst and it can not remain the same. It has to change and it can only change for the better from 
here. So on this Thanksgiving day, I am going to say thanks for the day and night, for the four 
seasons, for the rain and the sunshine, for the revolving earth that brings these changes in our daily 
lives, promising a brand new day, a season, a phase…a new leaf, a new root, a new growth, and 

eventually, a spike.  
 
Thanks to so many of you for showing your support by renewing your membership and for 
attending the September virtual meeting. Yes, it is sad that we cannot meet in person and we could 

not have our Shows but we are Zooming and spending virtually. Thanks to all who sent the 
pictures of your blooming orchids for the virtual Show Table and judging. Thanks to those who 
participated in the group orders. 
 
Thanks to all the Board Members who work so hard to keep the Society engaged.  
 
Thanks to Doug Vye for keeping the finances in check and healthy.  
 
Thanks to André Couture and Jean Hollebone for organizing the group plant orders. I bought 
about 12 plants from SVO alone!! Oh yeah, I went all overboard and I love my haul.  
 
Thank you Helen Nitschkie for the timely communication of important messages to the members 
and keeping the membership list up to date.  
 
Thanks to everyone who contributed to this edition of Spike. Arlene Lang you are the person 
behind the Spike scene and a big Thank You to you.  
 
To all members:  Do you want a picture of your orchid to be featured on the front page with the 
welcome message? Send your photos to me. Next month is going to be about Maxillaria. So send 
me your Maxillaria pictures. I will choose one or two from the first five I receive in my inbox. If 
not, I am going to take the opportunity to showcase my own! Don’t forget to send pictures of your 
blooming orchids for the November virtual Show Table and judging.  
 
Ciao fellow orchid hobbyists! Happy Thanksgiving to all. See you on October 18th. 
 

Sabina Gupta 
Editor, Spike Newsletter 
 
 

 


