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S  P  I  K  E 
October  2016 

October Program: Catasetum  

Our guest speaker this month is 

Fred Clarke from Sunset Valley 

Orchids. Fred will be speaking on 

Catasetum and related genera.  

Fred Clarke started Sunset Valley 
Orchids in 1995 as a natural out-
growth of a hobby that began 27 
years earlier. Sunset Valley Or-
chids is a “Boutique” style nursery 
where he is dedicated to provid-
ing excellent customer service 
and breeding superior orchid hy-
brids for the orchid enthusiast. 
Backed by over 28 years of expe-
rience in the horticultural indus-

try as a professional grower and manager, Fred applies these skills to produce 
well grown and healthy orchid plants.  
 
Fred is a popular speaker on many orchid subjects and travels extensively 
around the United States, Canada, Australia, New Zealand, South Africa, Latin 
and South America. (more on our speaker on page 3) 

 
Orchids 101: There will be no Orchids 101 this month. 
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Newsletter of the Ottawa Orchid Society 

This newly-registered Catasetum was 

named for our very own Marlene Young in 

recognition of her work on Orchid Journal, 

facebook page of the Canadian Orchid 

Congress. (photo by Bernie Butts) 
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President’s Message      

Hi Everyone, 

 
I hope you enjoyed the September meeting and that you are looking forward to 
the rest of our 2016-2017 season! October is a beautiful time of year in our corner 
of the world, and this year the warm summer and mild fall seems to be bringing 
out the best in fall colours. But cooler nights will soon be with us and it is time to 
bring in any orchids you still have outside before they freeze! 
 
For our October meeting we will have a talk on catasetums given by Fred Clarke 
from Sunset Valley Orchids in California. Catasetums are very interesting orchids 
but we don’t see them very often on our show table or even in our annual show. 
Take a look at his website (http://www.sunsetvalleyorchids.com/) where you will 

find a lot of good information. 
 
Thank you to Arlene Lang and Jean Hollebone for all the work involved in producing this year’s calendar. An 
additional thanks to Jan and Janet Johns who joined Jean as the selection committee. Plan to purchase a cal-
endar—or several—at the November meeting. 
 
Welcome to our new members. I hope you enjoy the meetings and other activities. Welcome back to our 
long-standing members.       

          Dave Cooper 
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MORE ON OUR OCTOBER SPEAKER:  FRED CLARKE 

The Sunset Valley Nursery has grown considerably over the last few years and is now exceeding 45,000 sq. 
ft. of greenhouse space. Fred is a plant breeder of award-quality orchids. His efforts are focused in the de-
velopment of new and interesting lines. He provides unique hybrids and species in several genera including; 
Cattleya, Catasetinae, Paphiopedilum, Australian Native Dendrobium, and a few others in limited numbers 
like Sarcochilus, Zygopetalum and Stanhopea. 
 
All plant offerings are produced in his laboratory and grown from seed at the nursery. The lab processes 
over 200 new hybrids annually resulting in 2000 replate flasks. Plants are selected on strict criteria of ro-
bust growth and ease of flowering. This is accomplished by selecting the most vigorous growing plants 
throughout the growing process of flasking, community trays, and growing in pots. This grading results in 
the strongest and best plants for both his customers and for future breeding. Check out the website at 
www.sunsetvalleyorchids.com. Fred will be selling his plants at the October meeting. 

PLEASE NOTE:  DINNER WITH FRED 

We will be taking Fred Clarke out for dinner on Sunday after the meeting. Anyone who would like to join us 

and talk about orchid culture and other orchid-related things is welcome. A reservation will be made at       

il Primo Ristorante, 371 Preston Street for 6 p.m. Please let Janet Johns know if you wish to attend 

(email: johnjns@sympatico.ca) . Deadline for reservations is Tuesday, October 11.  

Notes on Dendrobiums Demystified by our September Speaker, Ron McHatton  

We were treated to a masterful presentation on Dendrobiums from Ron McHatton. These orchids arise from 
the Triassic period and have a wide distribution due to land mass movements. It is a very varied group. Ron 
kindly sent some notes on his presentation of Dendrobiums Demystified which follow on the next pages. He 
also suggested some resources from his extensive background for Dendrobium culture and Information.    
Although the first is out of print, all three of these publications are available on Amazon. 

 Baker, M.L. & Baker, C.O. (1996). Orchid Species Culture: Dendrobium. Portland, Oregon: Timber 
Press, Inc. 

 Lavarack, B., Harris, W. & Stocker, G. (2000). Dendrobium And Its Relatives. Timber Press, Inc. 

 Wood, H.P. (2006). The Dendrobiums. Liechtenstein: A.R.G Gantner Verlag, Ruggell. 

General Rules for Dendrobiums 

 Use the smallest pot possible - NEVER overpot this genus. 

 Well-drained media promote good root growth and minimize media breakdown 

 Most DO NOT appreciate root disturbance - repotting can lead to shock 

 NO fertilizer for most species Halloween through Easter 

 Hang tall plants to control top heaviness or place small pots inside much larger pots and weigh down with rocks 

 DO NOT use copper-based fungicides or bactericides with dendrobiums 

 ALWAYS repot only when roots start to grow (usually spring) so re-establishment is fast. Overpotted plants may 

not start new growth or flower until roots reach the edge of pots.  

http://sunsetvalleyorchids.com/
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The Dendrobium Phalaenopsis Group 

These are warm growers and typically flower in the sum-

mer months. Nights should be above 60°F. Do not use cold 

water when watering. They like medium to bright light – 

more like a cattleya. If there is too much light they will 

produce keikis. Reduce water (from once a week to every 

two weeks) and grow at a cooler temperature in the fall. 

Examples: 

Dendrobium affine 

Dendrobium fytchianum 

Dendrobium phalaenopsis (correctly Dendrobium bigibbum and 

all its forms) 

Dendrobium x superbiens 

Dendrobium williamsianum 

The Antelope Group 

This group also includes all of the hybrids with the 

Phalaenopsis group. Plants have brightly colored flowers 

not quite as fully shaped as the phal group, of heavier sub-

stance and typically stronger inflorescences. These are all 

evergreens and grow very tall – up to 10 feet. They are 

summer flowering, but can flower several times with long-

lasting flowers. They like higher light than cattleya with 

some air movement. They should dry between flowerings. 

Bud drop can be caused by cool nights below 60°F. 

Examples: 

Dendrobium attenuatum 

Dendrobium canaliculatum 

Dendrobium carronii 

Dendrobium discolor 

Dendrobium gouldii 

Dendrobium helix 

Dendrobium johannis 

Dendrobium lasianthera 

Dendrobium lineale 

Dendrobium stratiotes 

Dendrobium strebloceras 

Dendrobium tangerinum 

Dendrobium taurinum 

Dendrobium veratrifolium 

    

 

The Nobile Group 

1) Dendrobium Nobile and its hybrids (Yamamoto Hy-

brids) 

These are all deciduous and lose their foliage. They flower 

on the second cane after the first leaf only once a year, 

but can be spectacular. They require a dry period in win-

ter. Water and fertilize during the summer before Octo-

ber. Do not fertilize in October and water only enough to 

stop them from shrivelling. Keep them cool from 40° to 

50°F at night during late winter until you can count the 

buds. Then start to water. If the nights are too warm, or 

fertilizer is applied too early, keikis rather than flowers will 

form. 

Examples: 

Dendrobium friedricksianum 

Dendrobium loddigesii 

Dendrobium primulinum 

Dendrobium cretaceum 

Dendrobium crepidatum 

Dendrobium crystallinum 

Dendrobium devonianum 

Dendrobium moschatum 

 

2) The "Warm" Nobile Group 

These have the same characteristics as the first group, but 

only need a few nights below 60°F to set the flowers. 

Examples: 

Dendrobium aphyllum (pierardii) 

Dendrobium anosmum 

Dendrobium falconeri 

Dendrobium finlayanum 

Dendrobium heterocarpum 

Dendrobium parishii 

Dendrobium unicum 

Dendrobium tortile 

 

With these two groups, if plants do not flower well given a 

moderate dry winter with cooler temperatures, experi-

ment with keeping them drier or cooler. 

DENDROBIUM GROUPS AND THEIR CULTURE (from Ron McHatton and notes from his presentation) 
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The Latouria Group 

These are tough as nails with long-lasting flowers. They 

need moisture and fertilizer year round. They are warm 

growers. Canes will re-flower for 7 - 10 years. Hybrids with 

one of these species or hybrids as a parent are treated as 

Latouria group. 

Examples: 

Dendrobium aberrans 

Dendrobium alexandrae 

Dendrobium atroviolaceum 

Dendrobium bifalce 

Dendrobium convolutum 

Dendrobium engae 

Dendrobium eximium 

Dendrobium finisterrae 

Dendrobium forbestii 

Dendrobium johnsoniae 

Dendrobium macrophyllum 

Dendrobium polysema 

Dendrobium rhodostictum 

Dendrobium shiraishii 

Dendrobium spectabile 

 

The Callista or Densiflora Group 

These have great pendulous clusters of flowers. They are 

adapted to winter/summer conditions. In summer they 

like hot, humid conditions. In the fall/winter (October - 

April they prefer dry conditions with day temperatures of 

70°F and night temperatures of 40° - 50°F. The winter 

night cooling is critical to flowering. They like medium light 

conditions. 

Examples: 

Dendrobium chrysotoxum 

Dendrobium farmeri 

Dendrobium amabile 

Dendrobium lindleyi 

Dendrobium jenkinsii 

Dendrobium densiflorum 

Dendrobium thyrsiflorum 

 

The Formosae Group (Nigro-Hirsute Group) 

These prefer intermediate conditions – some are cool 

growers, but most require intermediate temperatures. 

They should be watered thoroughly with a 6 week dry out 

rest when growth is complete. 

Examples: 

Dendrobium dearei 

Dendrobium sanderae 

Dendrobium bellatulum 

Dendrobium christyanum 

Dendrobium cruentum 

Dendrobium formosum 

Dendrobium infundibulum 

Dendrobium schuetei 

Dendrobium tobaense 

Dendrobium trigonopus 

Dendrobium lowii 

 

The Hard Cane Group (Dendrocoryne) 

Hybrids of the Hard Cane group are usually dominated by 

this group and should be grown like Hard Cane dendrobi-

ums. This group benefits from moist summer and a dry 

winter. These like colder winters: from Northern Australia 

prefer 50° - 60° F and those from Southern Australia 40° - 

50°F. They like bright light and should have a dry rest. In 

the summer they need lots of water and fertilizer. 

Examples: 

Dendrobium aemulum 

Dendrobium falcorostrum 

Dendrobium gracilicaule 

Dendrobium jonesii 

Dendrobium kingianum 

Dendrobium speciosum and all its varieties 

Dendrobium tetragonum 
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The Pedilonum/Calyptrochilus Group 

These are generally cool growing orchids with some pre-

ferring warm to intermediate temperatures. They do not 

need a dry period. 

Examples: 

Dendrobium lawesii 

Dendrobium bracteosum (and what's in the trade as tanhnii) 

Dendrobium bullenianum 

Dendrobium capituliflorum 

Dendrobium dichaeoides 

Dendrobium goldschmidtianum 

Dendrobium x usitana 

Dendrobium jacobsonii 

Dendrobium purpureum 

Dendrobium secundum 

Dendrobium smillieae 

Dendrobium mohlianum 

Dendrobium obtusisepalum (the candy corn orchid - correct 

name may be chrysopense or wentianum) 

Dendrobium glomeratum (sold as sulawesiense as well) 

Dendrobium Hsinying Chrysopense – a fabulous hybrid of the 

candy corn orchid and glomeratum 

 

The Oxyglossum Group 

There are also cool growers which don’t need a dry peri-

od. The flowers will last from 8 - 11 months. 

Examples: 

Dendrobium cuthbertsonii 

Dendrobium cyanocentrum 

Dendrobium laevifolium (the only intermediate grower) 

Dendrobium delicatulum 

Dendrobium hellwigianum 

Dendrobium masarangense 

Dendrobium vexillarius 

The Dockrillia Group 

These have the narrow leaves which indicates the need 

for bright light. They also need high humidity. 

Examples: 

Dendrobium brevicauda 

Dendrobium cucumerina 

Dendrobium doliophylla 

Dendrobium fairfaxii 

Dendrobium linguiformis 

Dendrobium pugioniforme 

Dendrobium rigidum 

Dendrobium teretifolium 

Dendrobium wassellii 

 

The Aporum group 

These canes flower repeatedly. They require bright light, 

and should NEVER dry out, even for a day. 

Examples: 

Dendrobium distichum 

Dendrobium keithii 

Dendrobium leonis 

Dendrobium anceps  

 

Ron McHatton engages the 

crowd during his presentation 

on Dendrobiums Demystified. 
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OOS UPDATES AND NOTES 

November 20: Gary Meyer from Hawkhill Orchids will be our speaker on Masdevallias/Draculas. He will 

not be selling plants. Instead, we have secured Laurent Leblond from Le Paradis des Orchidées. Pre-orders 

can be made using his website http://www.leparadisdesorchidees.com/ 

December 18: Our annual Christmas party with our holiday raffle, goodies and orchids.  

ORCHID CULTURE WORKSHOPS 

We have had several requests for both beginner and intermediate classes/workshops on topics of interest.   

Please note the date change for the first Beginners’ class. It will be held at Jean Hollebone's house, 1176 

Castle Hill Cres., Ottawa, on a Saturday in early November (TBA) and the topic will be How to care for 

your supermarket orchid. The class will run 10 a.m. to noon and will be limited to 8 people. If you are in-

terested, please sign up on the sheet provided at the Membership Table at the October meeting. 

Intermediate classes will be led by society members who have had success growing different kinds of or-

chids. If you are interested in a specific topic, please sign up on the sheet provided at the membership ta-

ble, indicating the topic you would be interested in learning more about. If there is interest from 5 or more 

people in the same topic, then we will arrange a workshop date and find one of our experienced members 

to lead it. Time, date and location TBA.  

OOS CALENDAR 

The 2017 Ottawa Orchid Society calendar featuring orchids photographed by Arlene Lang is currently at the 

printer and will be available for sale at the November meeting. The current cost estimate is $20 per calen-

dar. A limited edition of 50 will be printed so be sure to pick up a copy in November or leave a reservation 

with Jean Hollebone (jean@hollebone.ca) to ensure you will not be disappointed. They are sold at cost and 

make wonderful gifts for family and friends. 

MEMBERSHIP RENEWALS 

We had 47 renewals at our September meeting. Thank you to all those who renewed their membership. If 

you didn’t renew at our September meeting, you can do so at the October meeting or by mail. Membership 

is $25 and runs from September 2016 to August 2017. 

JUDGING CENTRES 

The Montreal Judging Centre meets on the third Saturday of each month at the Montreal Botanical Gar-

dens. Judging usually starts around 12:30 p.m. Members are invited to attend. 

The Toronto Judging Centre meets on the first Saturday of each month at the Toronto Botanical Gardens. 

Judging starts at 1:00 p.m. Members are invited to attend. 

http://www.leparadisdesorchidees.com/
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ORCHIDFÊTE 2016 
INTERNATIONAL ORCHID SHOW 

Organized by the Eastern Canada Orchid Society 

October 15-16, 2016 

 

Location:               CÉGEP André Laurendeau, 1111 Lapierre, LaSalle, QC, H8N 2J4. 

                                Corner of boul. de la  Vérendrye, less than 5 minutes by #113 bus from metro Angrignon. 

                                (514) 366-1241    FREE PARKING 

Schedule:              Saturday, October 15: 11:00 a.m.—5:00 p.m. 

                                Sunday, October 16: 9:00 a.m.—5:00 p.m. 

                                Photographers only: Sunday, October 16: 8:00 a.m.—9:00 a.m. 

Admission:            General admission: $12.00. 

                                Seniors (65+) and children (12 and under): $10.00. 

                                $2.00 rebate with the coupon, which can be downloaded from our Website or Facebook page (see below). 

Amateurs and experts alike will appreciate the hundreds of plants judged by international AOS (American Orchid Society) judg-
es and the wide selection of orchids from around the world. You will find quality plants for sale at competitive prices, blooming 
plants as well as seedlings, jewelry, artwork, etc. Come and talk to experts, get growing tips and meet other orchid lovers. 

Eastern Canada Orchid Society is a non-profit organization that was founded in 1953. This will be the 23rd annual exhibition. 

INFORMATION: Email : ecosorchidsociety@gmail.com 

   Website: www.ecosorchids.ca 

   Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/ECOSorchids 

 
 

If you are looking for something to enjoy on Saturday, 

why not visit Orchidfête in Montreal. Check out our 

display organized by Joyce Medcalf. 

mailto:ecosorchidsociety@gmail.com
http://www.ecosorchids.ca
https://www.facebook.com/ECOSorchids
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OOS RESULTS FOR THE COOS SHOW (SEPT 24-25) 

Jean Hollebone took plants to the COOS show in Sep-

tember from Helen Nitschkie, Angèle Biljan, Jean Hol-

lebone, Maria Martins and Michael Barker. The OOS 

display placed third in the Orchid Societies Display. 

Well done, Jean. You will also notice in the table below 

four Best awards. In addition, Helen Nitschkie’s Paph 

won an HCC award. Congratulations to all our OOS 

growers! (Pictures of individual entries by Jean Hollebone) 

Grower Award Orchid 

Helen Nitschkie 1st 
Best Paphiopedilum 
Awarded HCC/AOS 
76 points 

Paphiopedilum Avalon Love Stone (Stone Love-
ly Butter Puff x Avalon Mist) 'Sunny Ways' 
HCC/AOS (1) 

  2nd Laeliocattleya Angel Heart 'Hihimanu' AM/AOS  

Jean Hollebone 1st Phalaenoposis No Name 

  2nd Phragmepidium Fitz Schomberg (besseae x 
kovachii) 

  2nd Phalaenopsis No Name (P. Sogo Yellow Tris 
2451) 

Maria Martins 2nd Brassidium Nittany Gold (5) 

Angèle Biljan 1st 
Best Pleurothallid 

Barbosella cogniauxiana (2) 

  1st 
Best Miniature 

Oberonia setigera (3) 

  1st Bulbophyllum medusae (6) 

Michael Barker 1st 
Best Species 
Phalaenopsis 

Phalaenopsis lindenii (4) 

1 

2 

3 4 

OTTAWA ORCHID SOCIETY 

AWARDS AT THE  

CENTRAL ONTARIO ORCHID 

SHOW 

5 6 
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CLASS JUDGED BY PLACE NAME OWNER PHOTO # 

Cattleya Alliance 1st Prosthechea trulla Maria Martins 1 

Cypripedium Alliance 

Paphiopedilum 

Judged by Joyce Medcalf 

1st Paphiopedilum Yi-Ying Northern Lights Jean Hollebone 2 

Oncidium Alliance 

Judged by Ron McHatton 

1st Brassidium Nittany Gold Maria Martins 3 

2nd Bratonia (Syn. Miltassia) Charles M. Fitch 'Izumi' AM/AOS Monique Savard 4 

2nd Psychopsis Kramvers de Paris (Psychopsis krameriana x Psy-
chopsis versteegianum) 

Ian Philips 5 

3rd Oncidium Twinkle (Pink) Peter Mazerolle 6 

Dendrobium Alliance 

Judged by Ron McHatton 

1st Dendrobium Enobi Purple 'Splash' AM/AOS Angèle Biljan 7 

2nd Dendrobium farmeri Maria Martins 8 

3rd Dendrobium Thai Siri Asif Islam 9 

Phalaenopsis Alliance 

Judged by Ron McHatton 

1st Phalaenopsis Liu's Berry 'M' Margaret Haydon 10 

2nd Phalaenopsis Hybrid (Peloric) Angèle Biljan 11 

2nd Phalaenopsis Liu's Beautiful Ruby 'Brilliant' Angèle Biljan 12 

Vanda Alliance 

Judged by Ron McHatton 

1st Vanda coerulea Angèle Biljan 13 

2nd Vanda (Syn. Ascocenda) South East Gold (Vanda Madame 
Kenny x Vanda Pralor) 

Angèle Biljan 14 

2nd Vanda (Syn. Ascocenda) Princess Mikasa 'Blue' AM/AOS Ian Philips 15 

Miniature 

Judged by Joyce Medcalf 

1st Oberonia setigera Angèle Biljan 16 

Miscellaneous 

Judged by Joyce Medcalf 

1st Bulbophyllum medusae Angèle Biljan 17 

2nd Zygotoria Midnight Blue (Pescatoria violacea x Zygopetalum 
B. G. White) 

David Kalb 18 

2nd Maxillaria carolii Maria Martins 19 

3rd Bulbophyllum Jersey Margaret Haydon 20 

3rd Zygopetalum Advance Australia H.O.F. AM/AOS Bev Burtnyk 21 

Best in Show 

Judged by Ron McHatton & 
Joyce Medcalf 

  Bulbophyllum medusae Angèle Biljan   

Member's Choice 

Judged by Jan Johns 

  Vanda coerulea Angèle Biljan   

Member's Choice:  "I'd like to take it home. Beautiful reticulations of flower colour. Healthy plant.” 

Photographs on following pages by Arlene Lang identified by the Photo Number in the last column of the ta-
ble above. 

OOS SHOW TABLE FOR SEPTEMBER 18, 2016 
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1 4 2 3 

5 8 6 7 

9 10 11 

Joyce Medcalf judges the September Show Table. 

Jean Hollebone assists Ron McHatton, our September 

speaker, as he judges the September Show Table. 
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12 13 14 15 

16 17 18 

19 20 21 

Angèle Biljan (left) holds her 

Best of Show Bulbophyllum 

medusae (picture below) while 

Jan Johns (right) presents her 

with the Member’s Choice 

ribbon for her Vanda coerulea 

placed in the foreground. 
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UPCOMING  ORCHID SHOWS  

Oct 15 - 16: Eastern Canada Orchid Society:  Orchid Show at the CÉGEP André-Laurendeau, 1111, rue Lapierre, 

LaSalle QC  

Oct 22 - 23: Windsor Orchid Society:  Orchid Show and Sale at Columbus Centre, 2401 Columbus Drive, Windsor ON 
  
Oct 29 - 30: Fraser Valley Orchid Society:  2016 FVOS Show and Plant Sale – The Allure of Orchids, George Preston 

Recreation Centre, 20699 42nd Avenue, Langley BC  

Nov 12 - 13: Essex County Orchid Society:  7th Orchid Show & Sale at Colasanti’s Tropical Gardens, Kingsville ON   

Apr 21 - 23: Ottawa Orchid Society:  Orchidophilia at the RA Centre, 2451 Riverside Drive, Ottawa ON  

Jun 3 - 4: Foothills Orchid Society:  The 2017 Calgary Orchid Show at Triwood Community Centre, 2244 Chicoutimi 
Drive N.W., Calgary AB  

EDITOR’S NOTE 

Many thanks to Jean Hollebone for the pictures and report on our results for the COOS Show. Thanks to Ron 

McHatton for sending me the material for Dendrobiums Demystified. As always, thanks to Joyce Medcalf for her thor-

ough check of orchid nomenclature and her quick turn-around time. Last, but as always never least, thank you to the 

eagle-eyed Arlene Lang for her thorough proof-reading and layout suggestions as well as her outstanding photo-

graphs.                                                  

           Jan Johns 

MEMBERS’ CORNER 

I encourage all of you to share what you do and what you have learned, anything orchid related. Please send 
me an email by the first of the month to share book reviews, article reviews, even webinar reviews. I look 
forward to hearing from you at janet.johns@sympatico.ca. 

COC and AOS Updates 

You should have received email updates from both the COC and AOS this month. Please read them and 

learn more about these wonderful organizations that support our own. 

Upcoming AOS Webinars 

 Thursday October 27 at 8:30 p.m. EDT  The Cattleya Alliance in Mexico with Ron McHatton (members 

only) 

 Tuesday November 8 at 8:30 p.m. EST  Greenhouse Chat with Ron McHatton (general public) 

 Wednesday November 16 at 3:30 p.m. EST  How to Grow Killer Odonts Without Getting Frostbite with 

Russ Vernon (members only) 

To register, go to http://www.aos.org/orchids/webinars.aspx 

http://www.windsororchidsociety.ca/orchid-show-2016.html
http://www.fraservalleyorchidsociety.com/2016-show
http://essexcountyorchidsociety.webs.com/orchidshow2016.htm
http://www.ottawaorchidsociety.com/
http://www.foothillsorchidsociety.com/show/
http://www.aos.org/orchids/webinars.aspx

