S P I K E
E
Newsletter of the Ottawa Orchid Society

www.ottawaorchidsociety.com
Board of Directors

President
Jean Hollebone
jean@hollebone.ca

613-226-2395

October 2014

Next monthly meeting: Sunday, October 19, 2014 @ 1:30 p.m.
Tom Brown Arena, 141 Bayview, Ottawa

Vice President
Patrick Boisvert
(613) 996-6228
pat.g.boisvert@gmail.com

Secretary
Henriette Watkins
613-235-4570
watkinskc@sympatico.ca

Treasurer
Doug Vye
613-722-6738
douglas.vye@sympatico.ca

Membership
Helen Nitschkie
613-823-6876
h.nitschkie@gmail.com

Program
André Couture
613-233-7335
andrec.couture@sympatico.ca

Show Chairman / Webmaster
David Cooper
orchidae@storm.ca

613-256-2853

Newsletter Editor
Janet Johns
613-749-0614
johnjns@sympatico.ca

AOS Representative
Margaret Haydon
613-825-0827
haydonm@rogers.com

Conservation Representative
Roy John
r.john@rogers.com

613-748-9963

COC Representative

In October, we have the honour of receiving an internationally renowned orchidist in Olaf
Gruss. He will be speaking on Phragmipediums.
Mr. Gruss will not be selling plants; however, he will have a limited quantity of his latest
book on Phragmipedium @Cdn $145. First come first served!
He studied chemistry and geography and worked as a teacher for apprentices teaching
politics, German language and ethics. Now retired, he is living in the south of Germany near
the border to Austria in Grassau.
Between 1990 and 2010, he was a member of the editorial board of the journal of the
German Orchid Society (Deutsche Orchideengesellschaft DOG)‚ Die Orchidee. He has
specialized in Phalaenopsis, Paphiopedilum and Phragmipedium and has written many
articles about the species and hybrids of these genera in Germany, Italy, USA, Brazil and
Japan; also booklets about the genus Phragmipedium and the albine forms of the Genus
Paphiopedilum.
In 2007,together with Manfred Wolff, he has published a book about the genus
Phalaenopsis and the Orchideenatlas. In 2008 he published a book ‘Albine Forms of the
Slipper Orchids’ and in 2014, a book about the genus Phragmipedium – species and
hybrids.
Different species, varieties and formae of the genera Phragmipedium, Paphiopedilum,
Phalaenopsis, Coelogyne and Dendrobium were described by him or together with other
orchidists, as well as Phragmipedium dalessandroi, Phrag. richteri, Phrag. × colombianum,
Paphiopedilum vietnamense, Paph. hangianum, Paph. canhii, Paph. rungsuriyanum,
Phalaenopsis bastianii, Phalaenopsis thailandica.
He has been invited as a speaker to Italy, Denmark, Sweden, Switzerland, Austria, Great
Britain, Canada, USA, South Africa, Taiwan and Japan and has spoken also at the World
Orchid Conference in Miami, Singapore and Johannesburg and the European Orchid
Conference in London and Copenhagen.

Joyce Medcalf
613-659-2760
jmedcalf@1000island.net
Mailing address
Ottawa Orchid Society
13 Sandringham Court,
Ottawa, Ontario,
Canada K2J 2H9

The Ottawa Orchid Society meets every third Sunday of
every month from September to May inclusive
at 1:30 P.M. at the Tom Brown Arena, 141 Bayview, Ottawa.
Guests are welcome.
MEMBERSHIP: $25 from September 1 - August 31.

Don’t forget to bring your blooming orchids to
our monthly show table.

Orchids 101....meeting begins at 12:30
Marilyn Light will provide more information on Dendrobium culture this month. This session will deal with
Dendrobium species and hybrids, especially the four hybrids recently distributed. Participants will learn
how to recognize stages of shoot maturation and bloom initiation as well as the challenges to growing
these orchids well.

Welcome New Members
We would like to extend a warm welcome to our new members who joined at both our May and
September meetings.

Message from the President
Hi everyone, we were very happy to see so many people at our opening meeting for
the 2014-15 season. This is probably the best first meeting attendance we have had in
years, with most of last year’s members renewing. As well, we had 7 new members
and 5 visitors. The sticky name tags were a good way of identifying our new
members and visitors. Please, if you see someone wearing one, make an extra effort to
chat to them and make them feel welcome and comfortable asking questions about
orchids and the Society.
This month's speaker is really special. It is a great treat to have a speaker of Olaf
Gruss' international stature and reputation visit the Society. Some of us were fortunate
to hear him speak at the Singapore WOC on the natural hybrids of Asian slipper orchids. He is a very
interesting speaker and I am personally very eager to hear his talk.
Also at this month's meeting I will be asking for approval of the financial statement. Any questions should
be directed to our treasurer, Doug Vye.
I am not going to do this every month, but I do want you to know how many volunteers are required to put
on a meeting and to acknowledge their help without which we simply could not function. You will see it is a
formidable list and each contribution is different and important: Janet Johns and Helen Nitschkie who were
glued to the membership table for the whole meeting; treasurer Doug Vye who counted out the membership
dues and helped get the microphone in place (and yes, we think we may have its temperamental problems
licked for next month) ; Pat Boisvert who busily snapped all the photos you are enjoying in Spike this
month and Janet Sutherland and Pat who ran the raffle; André Couture, Henry Steger and Gerry Duffield for
judging the show table and Joyce Medcalf and Arlene Lang for their verification of orchid names and
editing; André Couture for arranging the program and inviting the program speaker which we all enjoyed;
Marlene Young for hosting and entertaining the speaker and his wife; Marilyn Light for her introductory
lecture on the four Dendrobium hybrids which will help us all grow our little plants better and for
introducing our special COC award recipients, the Reddochs; Glen Hansen, Marcel Carrière and Anna
Bilsky who managed the seedling distribution; Angèle Biljan who donated MSU fertilizer for their growth;
Rick Sobkowicz for producing the September Spike; Dave Cooper for posting it and web site
announcements; Janet Johns for announcing the meeting in the Citizen, Barb Wysocka for Kijiji, and Pat
Boisvert for Facebook; Barb Wysocka and friends and Hazel Patterson who managed the hospitality and
Barbara for the two magnificent cakes in honour of the Reddochs.
I am looking forward to seeing you all in October.
Jean Hollebone
President

2

Last but not least...we all thank our president, Jean Hollebone, for conducting the meeting and making sure
that it rolls along smoothly as well as setting up the show table and making sure that everyone gets their
ribbons and that their orchids are well looked after.
Your editor.

OOS NEWS
1)...It’s time to think about serving on the Board!...elections will be May, 2015 for president, vice president

and secretary. Nominations will be accepted in February....please consider being more active in your
Society.
2)...If a Board position doesn’t interest you...maybe you would like to be involved in next year’s OOS
Orchid Show? Please contact Dave Cooper for more information...Show Committee meetings will begin in
November.
3)...Jean Hollebone still has a few Dendrobium seedlings for paid up members who missed the September
meeting...contact Jean at 613-226-2395 evenings.
4)...THIS MONTH’S CONTEST. Who has the longest leaf???? Measure your longest leaf from the basal
point where it leaves the stem or rhizome to the very tip. Please measure in centimeters. (There will be a
conversion chart available for those who are metrically challenged!!) . There are no hard and fast rules...
you decide what is the base and what is the tip and the longest ones will win prizes. (Please do not bring
your plants in as proof). This is based entirely on the honour system and is supposed to be fun. Results will
be posted on the poster board.
5)... PHALAENOPSIS DONATION TO THE SOCIETY
The Society has recently received a donation of 10 healthy, mostly unnamed Phalaenopsis plants and a few
other items which will be offered for silent auction/raffle at the October meeting. These plants were donated
by member Rachel Baulne from her friend who, unfortunately, can no longer keep them as she is moving
into smaller accommodations. They have been recently repotted and are in excellent condition. Thanks to
Rachel for thinking of the Society and making this gift to us.

News from the Montreal Judging Centre
Members are reminded to bring their plants to the Montreal Judging Centre on the third Saturday of every
month at the Montreal Botanical Garden. Judging starts usually around 12:30pm. However, the October
monthly meeting of the Judging Centre will be held in conjunction with ECOS Fall Orchid Show at their
new location.

Subsequent 2014 meetings
In November, unfortunately, our speaker from the US could not come due to logistical issues. We will
endeavour to re-invite him next year. In replacement, André Couture will present part of his probationary
paper on Broughtonia and Broughtonia sanguinea hybrids.
In December, we will have our social as is customary.
Stay tuned next month for more information on the latter part of this year’s program.
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...A reminder of the ECOS Show in Montreal October 18 & 19.
Please refer to the September Spike for info regarding drop off/pick
of plants for the OOS display and instructions re: preparation.
*** REMEMBER...we need your flowering orchids...*** No Name
orchids are acceptable for ribbon judging!!

..More orchid shows to attend...

FALL SOCIAL
A Chinese dinner is being planned by your “party girls”, Janet & Helen, for November 22 nd on Somerset St.
This will be an opportunity for new and old members to socialize in a casual setting over a great Chinese
meal. More details regarding price, reservations etc. to follow by Email.

OPEN LETTER TO OUR PRESIDENT
Dear Jean
What a lovely way to start the new season...with a present! Thank you for
sharing your gift certificate with us. It was so kind and generous of you.
We were concerned that our house would not have the appropriate
conditions for growing Dendrobiums but the information that Marilyn
provided was very encouraging.
Thank you again.
Janet and Gerry Duffield.
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REDDOCH PRESENTATION AT SEPTEMBER MEETING

The Canadian Orchid Congress Certificate Award is for recognition of individuals or groups for outstanding
service to the Canadian orchid world. This award has been presented to Drs. Joyce and Allan Reddoch for
outstanding achievement in orchid conservation.
Over the past 49 years (1966-2014), Drs. Joyce and Allan Reddoch have studied native orchids in the
Ottawa Valley. Arising from early volunteer work with the Native Orchid Location Survey, they have
monitored 22 orchid species in Gatineau Park, QC, and additional species elsewhere for a total of 35 species
in all. This represents the largest assemblage of long term orchid studies in Canada. Their monograph, The
Orchids in the Ottawa District: floristics, phytogeography, population studies and historical review, was
published in The Canadian Field-Naturalist in 1997. Detailed studies of Goodyera pubescens, G. tesselata,
Platanthera hookeri, and Spiranthes casei as well as documentation of the impact of flooding, herbivory,
and drought on selected orchid populations and habitats have provided a foundation for future conservation
initiatives. Drs. Joyce and Allan Reddoch are recognized for their conservation and publication legacy as
well as for their dedication.
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ORCHIDS 101 - Growing Dendrobiums
Marilyn HS Light © 2014
The diverse genus Dendrobium has about 1200 species found across Australasia. The genus is divided into
Sections according to plant/flower type. Habitats vary greatly as do growing requirements so to successfully
raise and bloom species, growers learn about the particular requirements of their selection. When
hybridization happens, seedling behaviour can favour one parent or exhibit a blend of traits including flower
colour/form, height, and growing requirements. Dendrobiums perform best in containers small for plant size
with free-draining medium. MSU-type fertilizer (low phosphate) is recommended.
Ottawa Orchid Society members have received seedlings of four different hybrids. There may be great
expectations but matching the grower expectation with their selected hybrid requires some tips to achieve
success.
Dendrobium Blue Twinkle (Betty Goto × canaliculatum) is a compact (25 to 35 cm) evergreen orchid with
sprays of fragrant long-lasting antelope-type blooms twice yearly. It requires high light, watering year round
when in active growth, and light feeding as too much nitrogen can inhibit blooming. This hybrid is tolerant
of some cooler nights but should not become chilled. Days should be warm to hot (25C).
Dendrobium Silver King (Peter Shen × Silver Wings) is a complex hybrid combining traits of four species
of different Sections. Den. Silver King is well suited to windowsill culture (medium to bright filtered light
and room temperature 20-25C) and can bloom twice a year at maturity. The large, long lasting blooms are
white and pink. Water plants year round when the medium is just dry. Fertilize weekly when the plant is
actively growing. This hybrid can begin blooming at 12 to 15 cm. Height at maturity is about 30 cm.
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Dendrobium Little Green Apples (Green Elf × convolutum) is a charming Latouria Section hybrid. It
requires medium filtered light, water year round (never let get bone dry) and is tolerant of cooler nights
(15C) provided that days are warm (above 20C). It will bloom heavily in spring then off and on thereafter.
http://www.hrnurseries.com/downloads/colorguide/2011_colorguide/FW2011-p06.pdf
Dendrobium Roy Tokunaga (atroviolaceum × johnsoniae) is an evergreen, intermediate to warm-growing
(days above 20C) hybrid having large white long-lasting blooms. Plants can begin flowering at 25 cm
height but are about 60 cm at maturity. The hybrid requires abundant watering year round with excellent
drainage. http://www.hrnurseries.com/downloads/colorguide/2011_colorguide/FW2011-p07.pdf
The seedlings arrived bare root and have been recently repotted so may still be a bit wobbly until new roots
become established. A few leaves may yellow and drop as a seedling adjusts to its new home. Any new
shoots will rely on pseudobulb reserves until roots can resume water uptake. Be especially careful with
watering during this adjustment phase. Water only when medium
dries as this will encourage new root formation. Grow on the
warmer side and provide medium filtered light until the plant
adjusts to your growing conditions. Once new roots form, the
plant will be better able to adapt .
I selected Den. Silver King. The seedling has a number of small
mature growths and one new shoot. It is in a south-facing window,
receiving diffuse bright light through a lace curtain. Temperature
on sunny days has reached 0C with nights ranging from 1 to
20C. I expect cooler daytime temperature on cloudy days. I have
watered twice since I acquired it, waiting until the pot was
lightweight before watering the second time. I have not yet
fertilized as new roots are not yet visible at the shoot base. The
plant seems happy as the new shoot has doubled in length. One
older leaf is yellowing and will likely drop but the plant is
showing me that it is happy - so far, so good!

Class Judged
by
Cattleya Alliance
Judged by André
Couture

Phragmipedium
Judged by Henry
Steger

OOS Show Table for SEPTEMBER 21, 2014
PLACE
NAME
OWNER
1st

Cattleya Memoria Evelyn
Light

Marilyn Light

2nd
3rd

Cattleya maxima
Cattleya (Syn. Lc) C. G.
Roebling var. coerulea
'Beachview'
Phragmipedium Eric
Young

Angèle Biljan
Angèle Biljan

Phragmipedium Cape
Sunset

Angèle Biljan

1st

2nd

Marcel Carrière
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Phragmipedium Lutz
Röllke
Phragmipedium Calurum
'Pink Pearl'
Psychopsis papilio

Helgi Fatovic

**Bratonia (Syn. Miltassia)
Charles M. Fitch
Psychopsis papilio
Psychopsis papilio
Dendrobium Hibiki
(Dendrobium bracteosum x
Dendrobium laevifolium)
Phalaenopsis No Name

Lynne Guimond & Santos Peixe

**Phalaenopsis Tying Shin
Blue Jay (Phalaenopsis
Purple Martin x
Phalaenopsis pulcherrima)
**Phalaenopsis (Syn. Phal)
Chian Xen Diamond
'A07842'
Phalaenopsis Tsay's
Evergreen 'Orchis'

Angèle Biljan

Gerry Duffield

1st

**Vandachostylis Lou
Sneary (Vanda falcata x
Rhynchostylis coelestis)
Cymbidium Daddy's Girl

1st

Bulbophyllum hirundinis

Angèle Biljan

1st

Bulbophyllum medusae
'Orchidglade II' CAA/SFOS

Angèle Biljan

2nd
2nd

Bulbophyllum biflorum
Warczewiczella (Syn.
Cochleanthes) amazonica
Dendrochilum magnum
Phalaenopsis No Name

Angèle Biljan
Michael Barker

Psychopsis papilio

Helgi Fatovic

Dendrochilum magnum

Angèle Biljan

2nd
3rd
Oncidium
Alliance Judged
by Henry Steger

1st

2nd

Dendrobium
Alliance Judged
by Henry Steger
Phalaenopsis
Judged by Henry
Steger

3rd
3rd
1st

1st

2nd

2nd

3rd

Vanda Alliance
Judged by Henry
Steger
Cymbidium
Alliance Judged
by André Couture
Miniature Judged
by André Couture
Miscellaneous
Judged by André
Couture

Novice Judged by
André Couture
Best in Show
Judged by André
Couture and
Henry Steger
Member's Choice
Judged by Gerry
Duffield

1st

3rd
1st

Angèle Biljan
Helgi Fatovic

Maria Martins
Evan Ouellette
Maria Martins

Angèle Biljan

Angèle Biljan

Angèle Biljan

Marcel Carrière

Angèle Biljan
Pierre Richer

All orchid plant names with ** have been either corrected or updated as shown above, from the original information
provided by the plant owner. Owners are requested to update or correct their plant name tags accordingly.
Member's Choice, Dendrochilum magnum, comments: “Well grown plant, very distinctive, flowers are really NEAT!!”
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SHOW TABLE WINNERS FROM SEPTEMBER MEETING
Helgi Fatovic with Best of Show Table...Psychopsis papilio
Angèle Biljan with Member’s
Choice...Dendrochilum magnum

Plant can bloom at any time of the year with a 152 cm.
inflorescence and a 15 cm. wide flower. Flowers last up to
one month but bloom off same inflorescence for years.
Psychopsis papilio is found in Trinidad, Venezuela, Colombia,
Ecuador, and Peru in trees of montane forests from 800 to
1200 meters. Although plant is warm growing, it can tolerate
intermediate temperatures. Keep humidity high in summer
and well ventilated. Water regularly in spring and fall but
reduce watering in winter and let pot dry between watering.
Psychopsis papilio

The plant blooms in the fall with many 1.5 cm. wide fragrant
flowers. Plants are found growing on moss in the forest of
the Philippines at elevations of 1600 to 2000 meters. Plants
can be grown from cool to warm areas with medium to
bright light. Pot with fine bark and perlite or sphagnum
moss. Plant prefers dry periods between watering. Reduce
water during winter.

Dendrochilum magnum
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Cattleya Alliance
1st place

2nd place

Cattleya Memoria Evelyn Light, owner M Light

3rd place

Cattleya maxima, owner A Biljan

Cattleya C.G.Roebling var. Coerulea ‘Beachview’
owner A Biljan

Cypripedium Alliance
1st place

Phrag. Eric Young, owner M Carrière

2nd place

Phrag. Cape Sunset, owner A Biljan

2nd place

3rd place

Phrag. Lutz Röllke, owner H Fatovic Phrag. Calurum ‘Pink Pearl’,owner A Biljan

Oncidium Alliance
3rd place
1st place

2nd place

3rd place

Psychopsis papilio, owner H Fatovic Bratonia Charles M Finch, owner Lynne&Santos Psychopsis papilio, owner M Martins Psychopsis papilio, E Ouellette

Dendrobium Alliance
1st place

Den. Hibiki , owner M Martins

10

Phalaenopsis Alliance
1st Place

Phal. No Name, owner A Biljan

2nd place

Phal. Tying Shin Blue Jay, owner A Biljan

2nd place

3rd place

Phal. Chian Xen Diamond, owner A Biljan Phal. Tsay’s Evergreen’Orchis’,A Biljan

Vanda Alliance
1st place

Vandachostylis Lou Sneary, owner G Duffield

Cymbidium Alliance
1st place

Cymbidium Daddy’s Girl, owner M Carrière
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Miniature
1st place

Bulbophyllum hirundinis, owner A Biljan.

Miscellaneous
1st place

2nd place

Bulb. Medusae ‘Orchidgladell’ CAA/SFOS, A Biljan. Bulb. biflorum, A Biljan

2nd place

3rd place

Warczewiczella amazonica, M Barker. Dendrochilum magnum, A Biljan.

Novice
1st place

Phalaenopsis No Name, owner P Richer.
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Miscellaneous Photos of September Show Table Orchids

Phrag. Uranus2, A Biljan

Psychopsis Mendenhall ‘Hildas’ FCC/AOS, A Biljan. Onc. Black Beauty, Lynne & Santos. Milt. Seminole Blood, A Biljan

Phrag. Inca Embers ‘LeDoux’s Deluxe’ AM/AOS
owner A Biljan.

September speaker, John Dunkelberger, Shirley Dunkelberger and André Couture

Editor’s Wrap Up.
This is a new venture for me after many years on the Board as membership and secretary. I have learned a lot with
my first newsletter and still have a long way to go to fill the big shoes left by Rick Sobkowicz. I want to remind you
that this is YOUR newsletter and if you have ideas and opinions as to what it should contain or how material should
be presented, please contact me. The deadline for Spike insertions is the first of the month and I will try to have it on
our web site 10 days before our monthly meeting.
Janet Johns
Editor.
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