Newsletter of the Ottawa Orchid Society
www.ottawaorchidsociety.com
Board of Directors

October 2012

President
Jean Hollebone
613-226-2395
jhollebone@sympatico.ca

Sunday, October 21, 2012 @ 1:30 p.m.
Tom Brown Arena, 141 Bayview, Ottawa

Vice President
Barbara Wysocka
ek345@ncf.ca

613-237-0494

Gongora and Sobralia: New World Orchids with a Difference - Marilyn
Light

Secretary / Treasurer
Janet Johns
613-749-0614
johnjns@sympatico.ca

Membership
Patrick Boisvert
pat.g.boisvert@gmail.com
Sobralia xantholeuca

Program
André Couture
613-233-7335
andrec.couture@sympatico.ca

Show Chairman / Webmaster
David Cooper
orchidae@storm.ca

613-256-2853

Gongora ecornuta

One genus presents its flowers in arching racemes whereas the other blooms
atop sometime very tall bamboo-like stems. However different they may be,
most species of these two genera are easy to grow provided you have space
for the really big ones. We will learn about each genus, selected species, and
how to identify, grow, and show them off.

Newsletter Editor /Past President

ORCHIDS 101: Repotting your orchids - Doug Vye

Rick Sobkowicz
613-825-0827
ricksobkowicz@rogers.com

12:30 to 1:00 pm sharp

AOS Representative
Margaret Haydon
613-825-0827
haydonm@rogers.com

Conservation Representative
Roy John
r.john@rogers.com

Topic: Douglas Vye, a former president of the Ottawa Orchid Society, will talk
about Repotting your orchids. Doug is a knowledgeable, charismatic speaker
and his talk will appeal particularly to those with Supermarket orchids which
are in need of new potting media.

613-748-9963

Society Publicity Coordinator
Barbara Wysocka
ek345@ncf.ca

613-237-0494

COC Representative
Joyce Medcalf
613-659-2760
jmedcalf@1000island.net
Mailing address
Ottawa Orchid Society
13 Sandringham Court,
Ottawa, Ontario,
Canada K2J 2H9

Don’t forget to bring your blooming orchids
to our monthly show table.

The Ottawa Orchid Society meets every third Sunday of
every month from September to May inclusive
at 1:30 P.M. at the Tom Brown Arena, 141 Bayview, Ottawa.
Guests are welcome.
MEMBERSHIP: $25 from September 1 - August 31.

MESSAGE FROM PRESIDENT – JEAN HOLLEBONE
Orchids 101
Douglas Vye a former president of the Ottawa Orchid Society will talk about Repotting your
orchids. Doug is a knowledgeable, charismatic speaker and his talk will appeal particularly to
those with Supermarket orchids which are in need of new potting media.
Out of Town Shows
We were not able to garner enough blooming plants to mount an exhibit at the Central Ontario Orchid Society Show
held this past September 28-29 in Cambridge, Ontario. This was unfortunate.
However, I am pleased to report that our participation at the Eastern Canada Orchid Society (ECOS) show held this
th
weekend past (Oct. 13-14 ) in Montreal was a much better showing. We were successful in getting a small but
lovely collection of plants from different members and friends of the Society. Joyce Medcalf and Pat Vuurman did a
magnificent job erecting a beautiful display. The results of our participation at this show along with pictures of the
OOS exhibit and some of the plants in the display may be found further on in this month’s newsletter. Many thanks
to all who contributed and a special thanks to Joyce Medcalf and Pat Vuurman for all their hard work collecting
plants, erecting the Society exhibit, registering everything and finally taking the exhibit down on Sunday and
returning the plants to Ottawa.
CARTER AND HOLMES ORDER
The Carter and Holmes order has now been submitted and delivery is expected at the ECOS show in Montreal on
th
Oct. 13-14 . The plants will be brought back to Ottawa and distributed to their purchasers on OCT 15 so for those
who ordered, please plan to have your potting materials soaked by this date!
INCORPORATION OF THE OTTAWA ORCHID SOCIETY
Since May, the OOS Board has been working on incorporating the Ottawa Orchid Society under provincial
legislation. We have recently received our incorporation number and have now filed the names of our current
officers to complete the process. The reason for incorporation is to reduce liability of individual members of the
organization should something happen during a meeting or show. In the process we discovered that most other
societies are also incorporated.
HIGHLIGHTS FROM LAST MONTH’S MEETING
There were two special presentations made at the September meeting.
The first presentation was a presentation of the Hans J. Bode Award to Jean Hollebone for the best orchid in our
annual show (April 2012) grown by
a member of the Society who is
not a commercial grower/orchid
vendor. Initially, it was planned to
have Hans Bode, the founder of
this award, to make this
presentation at the September
meeting. However, Hans was
unable to attend as he was in
Spain. Hans asked Margaret
Haydon to make this presentation
on his behalf. On the right is a
photo showing Margaret Haydon
presenting a beaming Jean with
the Hans J. Bode Award for her
Phaius tankervilleae (pictured on
the far right above).
Congratulations, Jean! Photos
taken by Arlene Lang.
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The second presentation was made by Rick Sobkowicz on behalf of Stella Eyles. This presentation was of the
Wayne Eyles Memorial Trophy for the Best Amateur Display of 1-5 Plants in our 2012 Annual Orchid Show. Janet
Johns won this award this year, a beautiful metal sculpture of a Paphiopedilum fairrieanum made by Cairn Cunnane.
Pictured below is Janet Johns (in blue vest) along with her award. Standing next to Janet is Rick Sobkowicz and his
wife, Margaret Haydon, who are both close friends of Stella and her two sons. On the right below, is a photograph
of Janet’s beautiful display. Congratulations, Janet! Photos taken by Arlene Lang.

Thanks to Stella Eyles, three beautiful metal scupltures were produced in memory of Wayne Eyles. Wayne was an
active participant as an exhibitor at our annual show for many years along with his two sons, Christopher and Jason.
This is the second to be awarded. This award is given to the Best Display of 1-5 plants by an amateur orchid grower
In our show.

TO ICE OR NOT TO ICE? IS THAT A VALID QUESTION?
A few weeks ago, I went to my local hardware for potting soil and was amazed to see a neon green Phalaenopsis
among the orchids offered for sale. Upon closer look I realized the orchid was not from outer space, but from the
same supply company that was selling blue Phals last summer. But they aren't really blue or green through
breeding. The accompanying plant tag clearly states that subsequent bloomings will be white. What a sad fate for
these beautiful giant white Phalaenopsis, force-fed to drink concentrated food dye to produce these extreme colours!
To be honest, the colouring does not appear to do the orchids harm; I guess I just prefer my flowers au naturel.
In addition, each of the orchids had a tag from Just add ice ORCHIDS which included easy care instructions to water
once a week with three ice cubes. This blatant misinformation is discouraging. It encourages and indeed promotes
poor growing practices. For a start, no self- respecting Phalaenopsis originating from tropical climes sees snow or
ice in its natural lifetime. The effect of three ice cubes to tender roots can only produce shock to the root system and
the water released may not be enough to give adequate moisture. Preferably, I hope OOS growers take their Phals
to the sink, and run lukewarm water through the plant root system for several minutes, watching as the roots turn a
solid green, and then letting the plant drain well before returning it to its container. Or maybe you use rain water or
deionised water from a reverse- osmosis system. In addition I hope each gets its small boost of dilute fertilizer once
a week for three weeks, and clear water for the fourth week to wash away excess salts and residues. And finally I
hope you use the inexpensive finger test in which plants are monitored for dryness, watering when the plant is dry
about one inch below the bark or moss surface.
The information given by the company may appear to be a smart marketing tool from their perspective, but I regret
that the misinformation given does not encourage good growth and culture in the longer term, and ultimately brings
discouragement. I hope when friends and acquaintances approach us as orchid growers for help and information,
that we will tell them how to properly water their moth orchid, so that it will indeed thrive and bloom again...but this
time with beautiful pristine white blooms, which on a stem gently nodding in your room or solarium evoke images of
white moths flitting in a sunlit, tropical forest glade. Better still invite them along to the orchid society meetings.
Jean Hollebone
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OOS Show Table for SEPTEMBER 16th, 2012
CLASS
Cattleya Alliance
judged by André Couture

PLACE
st
1
nd

2

rd

Cypripedium Alliance
Paphiopedilum
judged by André Couture

3
st
1

nd

2
rd
3

Phragmipedium Alliance
judged by André Couture

st

1

nd

Oncidium Alliance
judged by Henry Steger

2
rd
3
st
1

nd

2

nd

2

nd

2

rd

3

Dendrobium Alliance
judged by Henry Steger

st

1

nd

Phalaenopsis/
Doritaenopsis Alliance
judged by André Couture

2
st
1

nd

Manfred Hey

Paphiopedilum victoria-**regina
(Paphiopedilum Shadow Magic x
Paphiopedilum Shadow Magic) x
Paphiopedilum charlesworthii
Phragmipedium Inca Rose

Margaret Haydon
Angèle Biljan

Phragmipedium Don Wimber
Phragmipedium schlimii
Brassia Edvah ** Loo
'Goldilocks'
**Gomesa (Syn. Oncidium) Star
Wars
**Oncidium (Syn. Odontocidium)
Tiger Crow
'Golden Girl' HCC/AOS
Oncostele Succubus (Oncidium
fuscatum x Oncostele Blackata)

Margaret Haydon
Angèle Biljan
Lynne Guimond & Santos Peixe

[was given: Colmanara Black Tea
'Night Watch' X Miltonia
warszewiczii (Syn. fuscatum)]
**Brascidostele Berta Marie
(Brassidium Gilded Urchin x
Rhynchostele {Syn.
Odontoglossum} stamfordiense)
Dendrobium bracteosum 'White
Cloud'
Dendrobium compactum
Doritaenopsis** Jiuhbao Sweetie

Angèle Biljan
Helgi Fatovic

Angèle Biljan

Jose Rauda
Geraldine Hebert

Lynne Guimond & Santos Peixe

Lynne Guimond & Santos Peixe

Angèle Biljan
Angèle Biljan
Angèle Biljan

st

Vanda denisoniana

Angèle Biljan

nd

Vanda Tubtim Korat **?
Lycaste Always x Lycaste **Auburn
'Semper Fidelis' HCC/AOS
Lycaste macrophylla
'Elliott'
Phalaenopsis lindenii

José Rauda
George Cook

rd

1

2
st
1

nd

2
Miniature Category
judged by Henry Steger

Cattleya (Syn. Laelia) purpurata var
semi alba
Cattleya Furrow's Brown Baby
Paphiopedilum Henrietta **Fujiwara

Marcel Carrière
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Lycaste Alliance
judged by Henry Steger

OWNER
Angèle Biljan

Doritaenopsis Tying Shin Purple
Lover (Doritaenopsis Kenneth
Schubert x Doritaenopsis Purple
Martin)
Phalaenopsis Baldan's
Kaleidoscope

2

Vanda Alliance
judged by André Couture

NAME
Cattleya maxima

st

1

Angèle Biljan

Jean Hollebone
Angèle Biljan
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Pleurothallid Alliance
judged by Henry Steger

1st
nd

Miscellaneous Category
judged by Henry Steger
Best in Show
judged by Henry Steger &
André Couture
Member's Choice
judged by Alex Porter

2
rd
3
rd
3
st
1

Platystele (Syn. Pleurothallis)
stenostachya 'Dark Life'
Pleurothallis hitchcockii
Pleurothallis barboselloides
Pleurothallis **rubella
Bulbophyllum Elizabeth Ann
'Buckleberry' AM/AOS
Brassia Edvah ** Loo
'Goldilocks'

Angèle Biljan

Doritaenopsis Tying Shin Purple
Lover (Doritaenopsis Kenneth
Schubert x Doritaenopsis Purple
Martin)

Marcel Carrière

Angèle Biljan
Angèle Biljan
Marie Gauthier
Angèle Biljan
Lynne Guimond & Santos Peixe

All orchid plant names with ** have been either corrected or updated as shown above, from the original information
provided by the plant owner. Owners are requested to update or correct their plant name tags accordingly.
Names with ** and ?? are not valid/correct names.

Above, from left: Best in Show winners Lynne Guimond and Santos Peixe with their Brassia Edvah Loo 'Goldilocks'
and Henry Steger, one of the show table judges; close up of Brassia Edvah Loo 'Goldilocks'; Member's Choice
Judge, Alex Porter with Jean Hollebone holding the Member’s Choice winner, Doritaenopsis Tying Shin Purple
Lover grown by Marcel Carrière; close up of Doritaenopsis Tying Shin Purple Lover.

Above, from left: Phragmipedium Don Wimber, Margaret Haydon; Vanda Tubtim Korat, José Rauda;
Paphiopedilum Henrietta Fujiwara, Helgi Fatovic; Oncidium (Syn. Odontocidium) Tiger Crow 'Golden Girl'
HCC/AOS, Geraldine Hebert; and. Doritaenopsis Jiuhbao Sweetie, Angèle Biljan.
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Above, from left: Phragmipedium Inca Rose, Angèle Biljan; Oncostele Succubus (Oncidium fuscatum x Oncostele
Blackata), Lynne Guimond & Santos Peixe; Dendrobium bracteosum 'White Cloud', Angèle Biljan; Paphiopedilum
victoria-regina, Margaret Haydon; Cattleya maxima, Angèle Biljan; and, Brascidostele Berta Marie, Lynne Guimond
& Santos Peixe.

Above, from left: Pleurothallis rubella, Marie Gauthier; Lycaste macrophylla 'Elliott', Jean Hollebone; Bulbophyllum
Elizabeth Ann 'Buckleberry' AM/AOS, Angèle Biljan; Pleurothallis barboselloides, Angèle Biljan; and, Cattleya (Syn.
Laelia) purpurata var semi alba, Manfred Hey.

Above, from left: (Paphiopedilum Shadow Magic x Paphiopedilum Shadow Magic) x Paphiopedilum charlesworthii,
Angèle Biljan; Lycaste Always x Lycaste Auburn 'Semper Fidelis' HCC/AOS, George Cook; Phalaenopsis Baldan's
Kaleidoscope, Angèle Biljan; Dendrobium compactum, Angèle Biljan; and, Cattleya Furrow's Brown Baby, Angèle
Biljan.

Above, from left: Phalaenopsis lindenii, Angèle Biljan; Miltonia spectabilis v. moreliana ‘Royalty’ AM/AOS, Angèle
Biljan; Doritaenopsis** Jiuhbao Sweetie, Angèle Biljan; Blc. Memoria Crispin Rosales cross, Antoinette Brownell;
and, Oncidium Star Wars, José Rauda. (All photos taken of the September show table and shown above and in
preceeding pages were taken by Arlene Lang except for the last four photos which were taken by Rick Sobkowicz.
The names of the orchids taken by Rick are as written out by the orchid plant owners.)

***************
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MEMBERSHIP
Patrick Boisvert has assumed duties for membership while Marie Gauthier is away on maternity leave and
Helen Nischkie has also agreed to help. Memberships are due for the 2012/2013 period beginning in
September ($25) and payable by cash or cheque. Members who have joined the Ottawa Orchid Society in either
April or May 2012 do not have to pay as their membership extends to August 2013.
If paying by cheque, please make the payment to the Ottawa Orchid Society. Your prompt payment is very
much appreciated. If you cannot attend the October meeting, send your membership renewal payment ($25) to the
Society’s mailing address: Ottawa Orchid Society, 13 Sandringham Court, Ottawa, ON K2J 2H9 .
Members are reminded that if you get an e -mail address or change an existing e -mail address to please advise
the person responsible for membership so that the Society’s group e-mail address book used to alert
members by e-mail of upcoming society related activities may be amended.

***************
RESULTS OF OOS PARTICIPATION AT EASTERN CANADA ORCHID SOCIETY (ECOS) 2012 ANNUAL SHOW
Thanks to Angèle Biljan, André Couture, Helgi Fatovic, Margaret Haydon, Jean Hollebone, Janet Johns, Steve
Levick, Joyce Medcalf and Pat Vuurman (RBG) and for loaning their plants for the OOS display at the ECOS show.
Due to their generosity, we were able to make a very nice award winning display.
The Ottawa Orchid Society display erected by Joyce Medcalf and Pat Vuurman won a first place ribbon in Class 7
(Visiting Society) and a second place ribbon in the class for Exhibits with 16-25 plants.

Above, on left is a picture taken by Joyce Medcalf of the Society exhibit. On the right is a picture taken by Arlene
Lang of the OOS exhibit with Angèle Biljan who contributed a number of plants to the OOS display along with her
Paphiopedilum Screaming Eagle which is shown on the top of the display. This was a stunning plant and was
selected by the AOS judges as the Best Plant in Show, The Best in Class (Cypripedium Alliance), and it was also
awarded an AOS Certificate of Cultural Merit (CCM). Great job, Angèle, congratulations! Far right, picture taken by
Rick Sobkowicz of the numerous rosettes (Best in Class winners) and some of the awards won by the exhibit and
members’ plants.
-------------------------------------Angèle Biljan
st
1 and Best in Class Cypripedium Alliance, and BEST in
SHOW and an American Orchid Society (AOS) award
Certificate of Cultural Merit (CCM/AOS) of 82 points for her
Paphiopedilum Screaming Eagle (Paphiopedilum Berenice x
Paphiopedilum sanderianum)
st

1 - Neostylis Lou Sneary ' Hildos'
rd
3 - Phragmipedium China Dragon (Phragmipedium Grande x Phragmipedium
besseae)
rd
3 - Phragmipedium Dragon's Creamsicle
(On far right above, from left: Paphiopedilum Screaming Eagle (photo by Arlene
Lang); Neostylis Lou Sneary ' Hildos', photo by Joyce Medcalf; Phragmipedium
China Dragon, photo by Joyce Medcalf; and, Phragmipedium Dragon's Creamsicle
grown by Angèle Biljan
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André Couture
nd

2 - Rhyncholaeliocattleya Duh's Fantasy 'Mellow' FCC/AOS
rd
3 - Broughtonia Cayman (Broughtonia lindenii x Broughtonia sanguinea)
(Pictures on far right from left: Rhyncholaeliocattleya Duh's Fantasy 'Mellow'
FCC/AOS, photo taken by Joyce Medcalf: Broughtonia Cayman, photo taken by
Rick Sobkowicz.)

Helgi Fatovic
st
1 - Paphiopedilum Henrietta Fujiwara (On left, photo taken by Joyce Medcalf of
Paphiopedilum Henrietta Fujiwara.)

Jean Hollebone
rd
3 - Lycaste macrophylla ‘Elliot’ (On right, Lycaste macrophylla ‘Elliott’ taken by Joyce
Medcalf.)

Steve Levick
st
1 - Paphiopedilum Mount Toro (Pictures on right from left: Picture taken by
Arlene Lang of Paphiopedilum Mount Toro along with close-up taken by Joyce
Medcalf.)

Margaret Haydon
nd
2 - Paphiopedilum Miss Faith Hanbury
nd
2 - Paphiopedilum Atlantic Sunrise
nd
2 - Phalaenopsis Baldan's Kaleidoscope 'Golden Treasure' AM/AOS
rd
3 - Paphiopedilum victoria-regina
rd
3 - Paphiopedilum Atlantic Sunrise ‘Mem. Mabel Haydon' AM/AOS
(On far right, from left: Paphiopedilum Miss Faith Hanbury;
Paphiopedilum Atlantic Sunrise; bottom row: Phalaenopsis Baldan's
Kaleidoscope 'Golden Treasure' AM/AOS; and,
Paphiopedilum Atlantic Sunrise ‘Mem. Mabel Haydon' AM/AOS. Photos
taken by Rick Sobkowicz.)

Pat Vuurman
nd
2 - Rhyncholaeliocattleya Ronald Hausermann 'Carl'
AM/AOS
rd
3 - Paphiopedilum Albion(On far left: Rhyncholaeliocattleya
Ronald Hausermann 'Carl' AM/AOS, photo taken by Joyce
Medcalf; Paphiopedilum Albion, photo taken by Rick
Sobkowicz)
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In addition to the award and ribbon winners pictured above, there were many other orchids in the exhibit that were
beautiful orchids but did not win ribbons because of competition from other orchids. Here are pictures of some of the
other orchids in our exhibit provided by our members:

Above, from left: Paphiopedilum Johanna Burkhardt – Steve Levick, photo by Joyce Medcalf; Paphiopedilum
henryanum 'Bear' – Janet Johns, photo by Joyce Medcalf; Phragmipedium (Dana Hutchinson x longifolium v.
hinksianum) - Pat Vuurman, photo by Rick Sobkowicz; Paphiopedilum spicerianum - Margaret Haydon, photo by
Rick Sobkowicz; and, Bulbophyllum Wilbur Chang 'Joanne Palm' HCC/AOS - Pat Vuurman, photo by Rick
Sobkowicz.

CONGRATULATIONS, Marilyn Light!
Marilyn Light entered a bilingual educational
exhibit which was quite impressive and won a
st
1 place ribbon along with an AOS
Educational Exhibit Certificate (EEC)(80
points) which reads “Bilingual display designed
to highlight various Masdevallia species
including their geographical distribution and
cultural requirements using extensive quality
pictures complimented with four representative
Masdevallia in bloom.”
It is hoped that Marilyn’s example will
encourage members to enter their own
educational exhibit at our annual show.

***************
ORCHIDS FOR SALE
From: Rachel Baulne <rachel_@videotron.ca>
Date: Fri, 05 Oct 2012 09:53:59 -0400
To: Jean Hollebone<jean@hollebone.ca>
Subject: Orchid sale
Hi Jean.
Thank you so much for helping me get my message across. Several people came and a lot of the plants are gone
but there are still 80 some plants that must go.
I wonder if I could impose on you again to repeat the message at the next meeting or if I am not too late, to put it in
Spike.
I can be reached at: rachel_@videotron.ca or 613-851-3769.
Thanks again for all your help.
Rachel

***************
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From: Lynn Fuller Comcast [mailto: mlfuller@comcast.net ]
Sent: October-03-12 8:37 PM
To: ricksobkowicz@rogers.com
Subject: AOS Corner - October
What are the responsibilities of AOS Representatives? It is a requirement for affiliation with AOS that both the
society and the AOS Rep be current members of the AOS. The AOS Reps are typically appointed by their society
president or society board. The AOS Rep’s primary responsibility is to communicate activities of the AOS to their
societies. Some Reps keep up to date with the activities of AOS through the monthly magazine Orchids or by
visiting the website on a regular basis and then pass this information on to the board, newsletter editor or the
membership at a meeting. The Reps also can communicate any news or concerns of their society to the AOS
through the Affiliated Society Committee at affiliated_societies@aos.org. We suggest they say something about the
AOS to the entire membership at each meeting, and make sure there are AOS applications available to their
members. If your society’s Rep has changed this season, please communicate that change to the AOS.
Call for nominations. The AOS Nominating Committee is accepting applications for consideration as trustees in the
American Orchid Society. If you know of someone who would be interested in being considered as Trustee on the
Board of Trustees (or if you are interested), forward their information and background (and perhaps any reasons
they might be an asset to the Board of Trustees) to the Chair of the Committee, George Hatfield at
nominating_committee@aos.org. Contact George as well if you have any questions regarding the requirements or
qualifications for a Trustee. The Nominating Committee has the responsibility of vetting and ranking nominations
received and providing a slate of candidates for election at the Spring AOS Members’ Meeting in the spring of 2013.
Celebrate Orchids, Celebrate Life! Portland Orchid Society AOS Members Meeting and Show will be held at the
Doubletree by Hilton Portland, Oregon, November 13-18, 2012. A great line up of speakers and vendors are
planned. For more information and registration, visit www.portlandorchidsociety.com. The Affiliated Societies will
be having their tradition breakfast on Friday morning. This breakfast is the societies’ opportunity to discuss their
activities, ask questions or get advice of a number of officers and trustees of AOS as well as enjoy the company of
each other and talk of our hobby of orchids.
Lynn Fuller, Chair
AOS Affiliated Societies Committee

***************
November Program
For our November 18, 2012 meeting, the Ottawa Orchid Society has invited Tandie McLeod from the Orchid
Species Preservation Foundation (OSPF). The OSPF is dedicated in developing and conserving an international
orchid collection. So far, their orchid collection has more than 3,000 species and the OSPF is housed at the Muttart
Conservatory located in Edmonton’s river valley. The presentation will focus on the work of the Foundation.
Tandie McLeod has been with the Orchid Species Preservation for six years. She is the foundation's Volunteer
Coordinator and this small non-profit's only paid employee. Her responsibilities range from setting up displays for
shows, raise funds for the Foundation and work the collection. The largest and most fulfilling role has been
connecting people with orchids, help volunteers to care for the collection and encourage them to share their
knowledge with one another. Her experience with orchids has been gleaned mostly to paying attention to the
volunteers, which range from certified judges and growers to absolute beginners. She facilitates orchid workshops
for kids and the general public and currently works on an orchid education package for children and adult
volunteers. She is a freelance writer for the OSPF and will talk about the collection and its efforts towards
conservation and education.
Divisions of plants of the orchid collection will not be available for sale at the meeting. At the time of this newsletter,
we had not received the list of plants available. A list of plants was available at the September meeting; the list will
also be available at the October meeting. You may send your request at tandie@live.com. The prices will be either
$10, $25 or $30; seedlings will be $10, mature plants $25 and rare species (like Masdevallias and Pleurothallids) will
be $30. Send your request by e-mail and the staff should be able to respond to your request. Should we receive a
list, we will send it to the members via e-mail.
December Program
As the tradition goes, the December meeting will be a social event. There will be the usual Show Table where
members will showcase their orchids. Following the usual announcements, we will gather together for a social
afternoon; members will be encouraged to bring their holiday food creations.
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January Program
In January, the Society will hold its annual auction. Members donate orchid materials and orchid plants for auction.
The auction is the main source of revenue for the support of the program and its participation at out-of-shows, so
important as it is a vehicle to attract other societies to our annual Show.
February Program
In February the Society will have the honour of hosting Thomas Mirenda.
Tom Mirenda has been the Orchid Collection Specialist at the Smithsonian Institution for the last 10 years. There he
cares for and curates an extremely diverse collection of orchid species and hybrids from all over the world. His
position includes developing and producing huge educational exhibits using the collection plants that last up to 4
months and visited by hundreds of thousands of visitors.
Trained originally as a Marine Biologist, Tom made the switch to plants and orchids in his late 20s while living in
Hawaii. Since then he has worked with orchids at NY Botanical Garden, Brooklyn Botanic Garden and an extensive
private collection at Greentree Estate in Long Island. Tom was also the floor manager at the New York International
orchid Show for many years during this period. For the last 6 years, Tom has contributed two columns each month
for ORCHIDs magazine and is developing a new book based on those writings. Tom travels frequently around the
US and internationally making presentations to diverse audiences, from scientists to the general public, about orchid
ecology, pollination biology, strategies for orchid conservation. He is passionate about seeking collaboration
between the worlds of Botanic Gardens, the hobbyist community, commercial growers and scientists to work
together toward the goal of protecting orchids and their habitats. Currently working on a project to coordinate and
centralize North American orchid conservation efforts, Tom hopes to extend the influence to other parts of the world
where orchids are imperiled.
The subject of his talk will be announced next month.
Sale of Library Books
The Society will resume the sale of its orchid books through a silent auction. At the October meeting, we will offer
the following:
132
206
127
211
209

Orchids of Asia
Hardy Orchids
Beginners Guide to growing
Phalaenopsis
Les Orchidées
Taylor’s Guide - Orchids

124
299
213
306
48

Micropropagation of orchids
Orchids of Guatemala and Belize
More Cymbidiums
Angraecoid Orchids
A Masdevallia Cultural Guide

Please note that books that do not sell will not be re-offered for sale.

In 2012
Oct 27-28

Orchid Society of the Royal Botanical Gardens (OSRGB), 680 Plains Road, Burlington, Ontario.
Show hours: Sat. noon to 5:00 pm; Sunday, 10:00 am to 5:00 pm. Photographers: Sunday, 8:00 am
to 10:00 am. The OSRGB will be hosting the Annual General Meeting (AGM) of the Canadian
Orchid Congress (COC).
The following vendors will be at the OSRGB orchid show:
Orchids In Our Tropics (Gormley, ON), http://www.orchidsinourtropics.com Tel. (905) 727-3319
Di Ciommo Orchids (Hamilton, ON), Tel. 905-389-9339, e-mail: joseph.diciommo@3web.net
Peter and Sherry Decyk (Burlington, ON), Tel. 905-632-1985, e-mail: psdecyk@vaxxine.com
Exotic Orchids Plus (Green Valley, ON), Tel. 613-525-0164, e-mail: lynneandsantos@citenet.net
Marsh Hallow (Fenwick, ON) Tel. 905-892 4187, e-mail: mferrusi@sympatico.ca
Cloud’s Orchids (Jordan Station, ON), Tel. 905-562-8950; e-mail: orders@cloudsorchids.com
Forestview Gardens (Agassiz, BC), Tel. 604-796-0260, e-mail: info@fvgardens.com
Hamilton Greenhouse (Lynden, ON), Tel. 519-647 3301, e-mail: orchidrob@hotmail.ca
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Nov 10

The Essex County Orchid Society will be holding their third Orchid Show and Sale. The one
day event will take place at Colasanti's Tropical Gardens, 1550 Road 3 E. Ruthven, Ontario. For
more information, please email: Juliette St. Pierre at canadel@cogeco.ca , web site:
http://www.essexcountyorchidsociety.webs

Nov 13-18

National AOS Fall 2012 Trustees Meeting, Show and Sale at Double Tree Lloyd Center in Portland,
Oregon. For further information and details on speakers and participating vendors, go to the
Portland Orchid Society website, www.portlandorchidsociety.org .

In 2013
Feb 16-17

Southern Ontario Orchid Society (SOOS) Annual Show and Sale. Details to be announced.

April 20-21

Ottawa Orchid Society’s 32 Annual Show and Sale, Nepean Sportsplex, 1701 Woodroffe Ave.,
Ottawa, Ontario. Saturday, noon to 5:00 pm; Sunday, 9:00 am to 5:00 pm. Further details to be
announced.

nd

In 2014
The 21st World Orchid Conference will take place in 2014 in the vibrant city of Johannesburg, South Africa at the
world class Sandton Convention Centre.

In 2017
The 22nd World Orchid Conference will be held in Guayaquil, Ecuador.
***************

ADDITIONAL PHOTOS OF ECOS SHOW IN MONTREAL

Above, from left: Exhibit erected by Les Orchidophiles de Québec; exhibit erected by Hamilton Greenhouse; Les
Orchidophiles de Montréal exhibit; and, exhibit by J & L Orchids. Photos taken by Rick Sobkowicz.

Above, from left: exhibit by Ten Shin Gardens; exhibit by Orchid Inn; exhibit by Piping Rock Orchids; and,
Coryanthes macrantha in exhibit erected by le Jardin botanique de Montréal. Photos taken by Rick Sobkowicz.
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