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The Ottawa Orchid Society meets the third Sunday of every month 
from September to May, except April, at 1:30 p.m. 

at the Tom Brown Arena,141 Bayview Road, Ottawa

 

 

 

 

 

November 2018 

 
Glen Decker holding his Phragmipedium kovachii ('Laura' x 'Ana') native to Northern Peru. 

Plants can be pre-ordered at:  www.pipingrockorchids.com 

 
This month, the Society is pleased to host Glen Decker of Piping Rock Orchids who will be speaking on how to grow 

Phragmipediums and their hybrids. Glen has been growing orchids for over 40 years, and holds an Associate in Applied 
Science in Ornamental Horticulture degree. He was the former Chair of the American Orchid Society's Publications 

Committee, and a past Director of the Orchid Digest Corporation. Glen has won numerous AOS awards, including the 
Butterworth Prize, Nax Trophy, WW Wilson Award, and the Carlyle A. Luer Award. He has been featured in Martha 

Stewart's Better Living Magazine, and has appeared on a PBS TV special, "Orchid Delirium". In addition, Glen rewrote the 
Slipper section of the Brooklyn Botanic Garden's "The Best Orchids for Indoors", and was the technical editor for the 
"Orchids for Dummies" book. He also has written many articles on Paphiopedilums and Phragmipediums which have 

been published worldwide. Please come join us for what will be an interesting and informative session.  
 

Orchids Canada 
 

John Marcotte, from Orchids Canada in Hamilton, and his friend Dan, will be back this month with more plants to sell.   

He will have the Disa orchid to sell, along with other orchids. His website is www.orchidscanada.com pre-orders and 

cultivation information on Disa orchids.  
 

Christmas Social Potluck and Gift Exchange 
Next monthly meeting Sunday Dec. 16, 2018 at 1:30 p.m. 

Tom Brown Arena, 141 Bayview, Ottawa  

  

S  P  I  K  E 
E Newsletter of the Ottawa Orchid Society 



2 

 

 

 
 
 

Table of Contents 
 
Glen Decker - Piping Rock Orchids….….………..1 
Board of Directors…………………………………...2 
President’s Message…………….………..………...3 
Email Scams………………………………………….3 
Special Thanks to Jonathan Browne……………...3 
Speaker Program………. .………………...............4 
COOS News - Passing of Frank Maine………..….4 
Plant Doctor…………………………………………..4 
Plant Donations for the Show Table………..……..4 
Orchids 101 – Dividing Your Orchids……………. 4 
Conservation Representative Needed….…..…….5 
Membership Renewal………….…………...….......5 
New Members…………………………………........5 
The Cultivation of Cypripedium Orchids…..…...…6 
Cymbidiums - Chinese Species  ……..….…….....8 
Montreal Judging Awards……….………………….9 
Peer-to-Peer Lending Library……………………..10 
The New Yorker Cartoon………………………….10 
OOS Show Table for October 14, 2018.........….11 
Calcium and Magnesium - The 
Macronutrients……………………………………..15 
Book Review – The Orchid Whisperer…………..19 
Upcoming International Orchid Shows…………..19 
Judging Centres…………………………………....20 
Upcoming AOS Webinars………………..............20 
Editor’s Wrap…………………………………….....21 

Board of Directors 
 

President/Webmaster/Show Co-Chair  
David Cooper            613-256-2853 
orchidae@storm.ca 
  
Acting Vice President 
Jan Johns            613-253-1996 
janet.johns@sympatico.ca  
 
Past President/Show Co-Chair 
Janet Johns           613-749-0614 
johnjns@sympatico.ca 
 
Secretary 
Henriette Watkins          613-235-4570 
watkinskc@sympatico.ca  
  
Treasurer 
Doug Vye           613-722-6738 
douglas.vye@sympatico.ca  
 
Membership 
Helen Nitschkie           613-823-6876 
h.nitschkie@gmail.com   
 
Program Chair 
André Couture           613-233-7335 
andrec.couture@sympatico.ca  
 
AOS Representative 
Margaret Haydon           613-825-0827       
haydonm@rogers.com 
 
COC Representative 
Joyce Medcalf          613-659-2760       
jmedcalf@1000island.net 
 
Conservation Representative 
Currently Vacant  
 
Newsletter Editor 
Bev Burtnyk            613-739-1941 
blair.burtnyk@sympatico.ca 

 
 

Mailing address: 
Ottawa Orchid Society 

221 Glebe Ave. 
Ottawa, Ontario 

K1S 2C8 
Canada 

 
www.ottawaorchidsociety.com



3 

 

President’s Message 
   
    Hi Everyone, 
 

Unfortunately I was not able to come to the October meeting but I 
heard that I missed an excellent presentation from Wenqing Perner of 
Hengduan Mountains Biotechnology, as well as a lot of interesting and 
unusual plants for sale. I hope you enjoyed it and that you were able to 
pick up some good acquisitions for your collection. Thanks to André for 
making all the arrangements, and a special thanks for making certain 
she had all the necessary paperwork to ensure a smooth passage 
through Canadian customs.  

 
For our November meeting we welcome Glen Decker, owner of Piping Rock Orchids. Many of you 
will know Glen from previous talks he has given us, as well as from his regular attendance at our 
Annual Show. This is sure to be another great meeting - don’t miss it! 
 
As mentioned last month, we will have a “by-election” in the November meeting for a new Vice 
President to replace Manon Garrett. Make sure you come and cast your vote! Thanks to Jan 
Johns for acting as interim Vice President, and for chairing the October meeting in my absence.  
 

Dave Cooper 
 

EMAIL SCAMS 
 
Several Society members have recently received emails that appear to be coming from our 
President and/or our Treasurer, asking for money. They have our correct email addresses, and at 
first glance appear to be genuine although the wording will seem a bit odd. They ask for funds to 
be sent via e-transfer through your bank account or PayPal “to pay a vendor”, and they may 
include a specific deadline for payment. I want to emphasise that the Society would NEVER ask 
any members to send money in this way, whatever the amount is. If you receive an email like this 
you should just delete it, and certainly NEVER send them any money! 
 

Dave Cooper 
OOS President 

 
SPECIAL THANKS TO JONATHAN BROWNE 
 
The Ottawa Orchid Society would like to thank Jonathan Browne for his very generous donation of 
beautiful orchids for our raffle table. Jonathan is unable to look after his collection due to travel 
commitments and wished to give them to other orchid enthusiasts to enjoy. There was a lot of 
excitement around the raffle table at the October meeting. Lots of members went home with a 
lovely, well grown plant. Thank you again, Jonathan! 
 
Of course, our thanks also go to the other donors! The table was groaning with goodies! 
 

Janet Johns 
Past President 
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Speaker Program for the remainder of 2018-19 

 
November Glen Decker - Piping Rock Orchids 

December Christmas Reception 

January Calvin Wong 

February Auction 

March Peter Lin - Big Leaf Orchids 

April Ottawa Orchid Show 

May George Hatfield - Hatfield Orchids 

  

André Couture 
Program Chair 

 
Central Ontario Orchid Society News - Passing of Frank Maine 
 
We have received the sad news that Frank Maine of the Central Ontario Orchid Society passed 
away on Saturday, September 29. He was a man of many talents, known to us for his love of 
orchids and photography. He was also Chair of the COOS show for many years. He was a kind, 
gentle man and he will be missed.  
 

Jean Hollebone 

Plant Doctor 

Margaret Haydon has generously offered her time to assist members who are having problems 
with their orchids. If you want to bring in the plant or leaves, etc., please also contain the plant in a 
plastic bag so as not to contaminate other orchids in the room. If you bring in a bug, please also 
contain it in a plastic vial or a plastic bag. 

Plant Donations for the Show Table 

The raffle table at each meeting can always use more donated orchid plants. The prize draws are 
an important feature of our meetings. Please check your collections for plants that you no longer 
want, or while repotting can make an extra division, and donate them to this raffle table. It would 
be greatly appreciated. I know that this goes without saying, but please make sure the plants are 
bug free. 

Orchid 101:  Dividing Your Orchids 

Thanks to Barbara Wysocka for sharing her expertise on Dividing Your Orchids.  She will explain 
when and how to divide them, along with helpful orchid tips.  Orchids 101 starts at 
12:30 p.m. to 1:15 p.m. at the back right corner of the meeting room.   
 

Jan Johns & Jean Hollebone 
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Doug Vye demonstrating how to replant your Phalaenopsis Orchid during last month’s Orchids 101. 
 

Conservation Representative Needed 

A volunteer is needed to fill the Conservation Representative position. The position is currently 
vacant.  Anyone who is interested please contact Dave Cooper at 613-256-2853 or by email at 
orchidae@storm.ca . 

Dave Cooper 

Membership Renewal 

If you haven’t renewed your OOS Membership for 2018-19, please bring your cheque payable to 
the Ottawa Orchid Society or cash to Helen Nitschkie. The Membership fee is $25.00 per person 
or family group. The annual Membership is from Sept. 1 to August 31. There are no meetings in 
April, June, July or August. Our annual Orchid Show is in April. 

Helen Nitschkie 
Membership 

New Members  

A warm welcome to Mario Mireault and Joan Helferty. We hope that you enjoy our Society. Please 
feel free to ask any of the Committee or General Members any questions that you might have 
about the Society. We also welcome back returning OOS Members Jane Thompson and John 
Marcotte! It is nice to see you both again! 

Helen Nitschkie 
Membership 
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The Cultivation of Cypripedium Orchids 
by Wenqing Perner, Hengduan Mountains Biotechnology Ltd. 

 
 

 
 

 
 
Wenqing Perner giving her presentation and her slide show. 
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Wenqing Perner and Dr. Leslie Ee       Wenqing Perner with André Couture  
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Cymbidiums - Chinese Species 

 
 

Cym. Ensifolium cv Tie Gu Su Xin, Chinese cymbidium 'iron bone pure heart' on left side. 
Cym sinenese cv yang ming jin, Chinese Cymbidium 'Bright Sunny Silk' on right side. 
Photos courtesy of Cloud’s Orchids. 

Easy to grow and bloom. Some examples are sinense, ensifolium, kanran, goeringii, and forrestii. 
The warmest grower is ensifolium, sinense is intermediate, and the others are the cool end of 
intermediate. Most of these species are highly fragrant, and quite compact in their growth habits. If 
the following details appear confusing for the beginner, try treating them as you would a 
phalaenopsis. This is usually sufficient for good results. 

Light 

These plants need a moderate amount of light to grow and flower well. A good guide to whether or 
not a plant is getting the proper light is the colour of the leaves. They should be a rich green, 
rather than a medium green. It is preferable to keep your plants indoors year-round, rather than 
put them out in diffused sun. The leaves are easily burnt or otherwise damaged, and they are one 
of the most attractive features of these plants . 

Temperature 

The best temperature range for growth and flowering is: 
Warmer growers:  27°C during the day, and 16°C at night. 
Intermediate growers:  25°C during the day, and 13°C at night. 
Cooler growers:  22°C during the day, and 10°C at night. 

However, these plants are very resilient and can tolerate a wider range of temperatures if the 
humidity and watering are adjusted. A good rule of thumb is to increase humidity and watering at 
higher temperatures, and reduce both of them at lower temperatures. Depending on your 
particular plant, proper bud development and opening can be jeopardized by having night 
temperatures too warm or too cool. 
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Watering 

Warmer growers like to be kept wetter than intermediate to cooler growers. 

Flower Induction 

Stop all fertilization at the end of August. Use only plain water to flush the pot during the month of 
September. As cooler weather approaches, reduce watering slightly, and permit the plants to be a 
bit cooler at night. The warmer growers are less particular with this, the intermediate and cooler 
growers will likely produce spikes anyway, but they may not open properly. When the flowers 
open, return to your normal schedule and enjoy the blooms. 

Notes on Special Varieties 

Variegated forms of these species require more attention to the proper growing conditions to 
maintain proper variegation. Forms with unusual flower shapes (known as "Magical Flowers") also 
have this requirement. Note that under poor culture, these types will lose their variegation or 
bloom with normal flowers instead of the unusual shapes. If these plants are returned to proper 
culture, they may, or may not revert to their earlier more desirable types. The "Da Mo" varieties of 
sinense are special dwarf forms introduced to China with the Zen Buddhist Monk called Da Mo. 
Improper fertilization will cause these to revert to normal forms of sinense. When dividing your 
special varieties, you must take divisions of no less than 2 pseudobulbs, as single growths will 
almost always revert to the wild form of sinense. 

Orchid Culture - Cloud Orchids, Jordan Station, Ontario, used with permission from Claudio at Cloud’s Orchids. 

 
 
 
MONTRÉAL SUPPLEMENTAL JUDGING CENTRE  
Syracuse Orchid Show Awards 
Photographer:  Charles Ufford 

 

 

 
 

Phal. cornu-cervi f. chattaladae 
'Ezra James' 
CCM/AOS 83 points 
Owner:  Main Street Orchids 

 

 
 

 

 

 



10 

 

 

Potential Peer-to-Peer Lending Library 
 
We currently offer the loan of the AOS Orchid Bulletin and the Orchid Digest. However, we do not 
have a library and our newer members may benefit from learning about orchids from specialty 
orchid books. To set this up, however, we need to find members who:  1) own some orchids 
books; and 2) would be willing to loan them to other members between meetings. If you both have 
books and would be willing to lend them out, please email janet.johns@sympatico.ca or call 613-
253-1996. We will work on the rules and process to lend if we have enough response. 
 

Jan Johns 
Acting Vice President 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 
THE NEW YORKER CARTOON 

 
Caring For Your New Orchid 

Artist:  Olivia de Recat 
New Yorker Cartoons 

Date:  February 26, 2018 
 

 

mailto:janet.johns@sympatico.ca
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OOS SHOW TABLE FOR OCTOBER 14, 2018 
 

 
CLASS JUDGED BY 

 
PLACE 

 
NAME 

 
GROWN BY 

PHOTO 
# 

Cattleya Alliance 
Judged by Joyce Medcalf 

1st Cattleya C. G. Roebling (1916) 'Blue Indigo' SM/DOG (Cattleya 
harrisoniana x Cattleya mendelii) 

Jane Thompson  
2 

2nd Cattlianthe Qing Ming Thirteen (Ctt. Sagarik Wax x Ctt. Bactia) Bev Burtnyk 3 

2nd Cattleychea Netrasiri Fine-Green (Cattleya Baby Kay x 
Cattleychea Vienna Woods) 

 
André Couture 

 
4 

3rd Cattleya Love Castle 'K' (Cattleya Psyche (1902) x Cattleya 
José Dias Castro) 

 
Bev Burtnyk 

 
5 

Cypripedium Alliance 
Paphiopedilum 
Judged by André Couture 

1st Paphiopedilum Macabre Lady (Paphiopedilum Lady Macbeth x 
Paphiopedilum Macabre Magic) 

 
Bev Burtnyk 

 
6 

2nd Paphiopedilum gratrixianum Claude Brault 7 

3rd Paphiopedilum Little Trouble (Paphiopedilum barbigerum x 
Paphiopedilum charlesworthii) 

 
Claude Brault 

 
8 

Phragmipedium 
Judged by André Couture 

1st Phragmipedium Grande (Phragmipedium longifolium x 
Phragmipedium humboldtii) 

 
Marcel Carrière 

 
9 

2nd Phragmipedium Bel Royal 'Charles' AM/AOS (Phragmipedium 
Memoria Dick Clements x Phragmipedium Sorcerer's 
Apprentice) 

 
Angèle Biljan 

 
10 

3rd Phragmipedium Mountain Maid (Phragmipedium besseae x 
Phragmipedium hirtzii) 

 
Angèle Biljan 

 
11 

Cymbidium Alliance 
Judged by Joyce Medcalf 

1st Cymbidium Autumn Green (Cymbidium Peter Pan x Cymbidium 
Peetie) 

 
Maria Martins 

 
12 

Oncidium Alliance 
Judged by André Couture 

1st Oncidium Volcano Hula Halau 'Volcano Queen' (Oncidium 
Issaku Nagata x Oncidium Kilauea) 

 
Monique Savard 

 
1 

2nd Psychopsis Mendenhall 'Hildos' FCC/AOS (Pyp. Butterfly x 
Pyp. papilio) 

 
Jan Johns 

 
13 

3rd Oncostele (Syn. Wilsonara) Aloha Sparks 'Pele's Glow' 
(Oncostele Lorraine's Fourteenth WOC x Oncidium Redhot 
Spark) 

 
José Rauda 

 
14 

Dendrobium Alliance 
Judged by André Couture 

1st Dendrobium lawesii 'Jordyn' HCC/AOS Angèle Biljan 15 

2nd 
 

Dendrobium Little Green Apples (Dendrobium Green Elf x 
Dendrobium convolutum) 

 
Henriette Watkins 

 
16 

Phalaenopsis Alliance 
Judged by André Couture 

1st Phalaenopsis Chia E Yenlin (Phalaenopsis Sogo Yenlin x 
Phalaenopsis Formosa Cranberry) 

 
Angèle Biljan 

 
17 

2nd Phalaenopsis No Name Hybrid France Tremblay 18 

3rd Phalaenopsis No Name Hybrid  Angèle Biljan 19 

Vandaceous Alliance 
Judged by André Couture 

1st  
Aerangis mystacidii ?? 

 
Angèle Biljan 

 
20 

Lycaste Alliance 
Judged by Joyce Medcalf  

1st Lysudamuloa Red Jewel (Lycamerlycaste Geyser Gold x 
Angulocaste Red Jade) 

 
José Rauda 

 
21 

Miscellaneous 
Judged by Joyce Medcalf 

1st Habenaria medusa Michael Barker 22 

2nd Zygonisia Cynosure 'Blue Birds' AM/AOS (Aganisia cyanea x 
Zygopetalum Skippy Ku) 

 
Margaret Haydon 

 
23 

2nd Habenaria rhodocheila Angèle Biljan 24 

3rd Dendrochilum magnum Angèle Biljan 25 

Miniature 
Judged by Joyce Medcalf 

1st Phymatidium falcifolium Angèle Biljan 26 

2nd Barbosella cogniauxiana Angèle Biljan 27 

3rd Propetalum La Jolla Delight 'Hilo Orchid Farm' AM/AOS 
(Promenaea stapelioides x Zygopetalum Kiwi Dusk) 

 
Marie-Josée Bergeron 

 
28 

Best of Show Table 
Judged by André Couture & 
Joyce Medcalf 

 Oncidium Volcano Hula Halau 'Volcano Queen' (Oncidium 
Issaku Nagata x Oncidium Kilauea) 

 
Monique Savard 

 
1 

Member's Choice 
Judged by Jean Hollebone 

 Cattleya C. G. Roebling (1916) 'Blue Indigo' SM/DOG 
(Cattleya harrisoniana x Cattleya mendelii) 

 
Jane Thompson 

 
2 

 
Member's Choice:  Beautiful colour. 
 
??  Denotes incomplete name. 
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Best of Show Table 
 
Oncidium Volcano Hula Halau 'Volcano Queen' 
(Oncidium Issaku Nagata x Oncidium Kilauea) 
Grown by Monique Savard. 
Judged by Joyce Medcalf and André Couture. 

 
Photos taken by Arlene Lang 

 

#1 #2 #3 #4 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

#5 #6 #7 #8 
 

    

 
#9 #10 #11 #12 
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#13 #14 #15 #16 
 

    
 

#17 #18 #19 #20 
 

    
 

#21 #22 #23 #24 
 

    
 

#25 #26 #27 #28 
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Member’s Choice 
 

   
 
Cattleya C. G. Roebling (1916) 'Blue Indigo' SM/DOG (Cattleya harrisoniana x Cattleya mendelii) 
Grown by Jane Thompson and judged by Jean Hollebone. 
 

 

 

 
Joyce Medcalf judging with help from  
Jean Hollebone. 

 
 

 

 

 

 
André Couture judging with help from Jean 
Hollebone. 
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St. Augustine Orchid Society 
 

 

Calcium and Magnesium – The Other Macronutrients 
By Sue Bottom, sbottom15@bellsouth.net 

 
My understanding of what is and what should be in the fertilizers we use for our orchids has 
evolved over time.  First you learn that the three letters on fertilizer container represent the 
percentage of nitrogen, phosphorus and potassium present in the fertilizer.  Then you get treated 
to a missive on the nitrogen forms, the nitrate and ammoniacal nitrogen that are available to your 
plant and the urea nitrogen that is not easily used by your orchid.  Then you learn about 
micronutrients, the trace amounts of iron, copper, boron and all the rest. 
 
The current buzz is about the calcium and magnesium required for your plants to thrive. They may 
be present in your water supply in adequate amounts although you will only know this if you have 
your water tested or if you learn to recognize the signs of their deficiency.  Calcium and 
magnesium are considered macronutrients along with nitrogen, phosphorus and potassium. If you 
remember your high school chemistry, calcium and magnesium are both listed in the second 
column of the Periodic Table so they tend to react similarly in chemical reactions. However, they 
are absorbed and used in your orchids very differently. 
 
Calcium and Your Orchid:  You know that we people require calcium for healthy bones.  Orchids 
use calcium similarly, to build cell walls among other things.  It is absorbed through the root tips 
and pulled through the plant via the xylem during the transpiration process, being transported from 
the roots to the leaves and newly growing parts of the plant.  It is phloem immobile, so it cannot be 
translocated from older leaves to newer leaves.  Thus calcium deficiency will first appear at the 
most rapidly expanding tissue, like new growths and leaves. 
 

Examples of Calcium Deficiency in Cattleyas 

  

The most rapidly expanding tissue is affected first, 
such as new growths and leaves 

You might think your plant has black rot, but this 
problem is physiological rather than pathological 

 
Calcium deficiency occurs when there is rapid plant growth in the absence of sufficient calcium.  If 
you like fresh tomato sandwiches from your garden, you’ve learned that calcium 
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St. Augustine Orchid Society 
 

 

 

Calcium and Magnesium - The Other Macronutrients 
By Sue Bottom, sbottom15@bellsouth.net 

 
deficiency is what causes blossom end rot in tomatoes. Cattleyas are the orchids most prone to 
calcium deficiency, particularly those that grow very rapidly during the warm, sunny, moist 
summer season.  You may mistake the symptoms of calcium deficiency for the dreaded black rot 
that can plague your cattleyas during the hot season.  But this tissue damage is not from water 
molds, it is caused by insufficient calcium to produce new tissue.  Roy Tokunaga of H&R 
Nurseries reports that supplying sufficient calcium to your plants will not only reduce the incidence 
of black rot but may even protect the plant from infection by the water molds that cause black rot. 
 

Magnesium and Your Orchid.  Your plants use magnesium to produce chlorophyll, which is used 
in the photosynthesis process as well as other metabolic processes.  Like calcium, magnesium is 
absorbed by the roots and carried through the plant in the xylem during normal transpiration.  
Unlike calcium, magnesium can also be carried in the phloem that transports organic nutrients like 
sucrose throughout the plant wherever needed.  This means the magnesium can be translocated 
from older leaves to newer leaves.  Thus magnesium deficiency will first occur in the older leaves 
that are sacrificed for the new growth. 

Examples of Magnesium Deficiency 

  
Cattleyas grown in bright light with insufficient 
magnesium may exhibit mottling indicative of 
chlorophyll damage 

Leaves may turn a reddish purple after exposure                    
to cold if they are magnesium deficient.  Correct this 
with a megadose of Epsom Salts (1 tsp/gal). 
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Calcium and Magnesium – The Other Macronutrients 
By Sue Bottom, sbottom15@bellsouth.net 

 

Calcium and Magnesium Supplements. There are lots of options for supplying additional 
calcium and magnesium to your orchids, from prepackaged fertilizers to special additives.  You 
can also top dress pots with powdered dolomitic lime that will supply both calcium and magnesium 
to your plants although it may also raise the pH of your potting mix.  Gypsum (calcium sulfate) is 
an alternative for supplying calcium without raising the pH of the mix. There are controlled release 
fertilizer formulations that also contain calcium and magnesium.  You can add water soluble 
supplements like calcium nitrate and Epsom salts, though you would never add the calcium and 
magnesium supplements concurrently because they will react and precipitate into a sludge.  The 
amount of calcium and magnesium supplied by several supplements is given in the table below. I 
am not aware of any calculation for estimating the amount of calcium or magnesium that is 
released to your plants from top dressing with timed release fertilizer.   
 

Some Water Soluble Supplements for Supplying Calcium and Magnesium 

 
Addition Rate 

(tsp/gal) 

Concentration (ppm) 

Nitrogen 
(N) 

Calcium 
 (Ca) 

Magnesium 
 (Mg) 

Peters Excel 
Cal Mag Special 

15-5-15 5% Ca 2% Mg 

1/4 49 16 6 

1/2 97 32 13 

1 194 65 26 

Calcium Nitrate 
1/4 50 62 - 

1/2 101 124 - 

Epsom Salts 
(Magnesium Sulfate) 

1/8 - - 16 

1/4 - - 33 

1/2 - - 66 

1   130 

3 - - 395 

 

The amount of calcium and magnesium present in your water will define how much 
supplementation is required.  You can send a sample of your water to JR Peters for analysis and 
they’ll throw in a fertilizer recommendation or you can send a sample of your water to a laboratory 
like QAL for analysis, at a cost of less than $40. Approach your orchid society for sponsoring 
water tests on local water supplies so a general recommendation can be made for what fertilizer 
regimen is optimum in your area.  In St. Augustine, our shallow well water is very alkaline, high in 
total dissolved solids and calcium but has very little magnesium.  I use pond water during the 
warm season.  It is a mixture of well water and the more pure rainwater so it is low in alkalinity, 
dissolved solids, calcium and magnesium. 
   

St. Augustine Water Quality 

Constituent Well Water Pond Water 

Alkalinity (ppm) 430 46 

Total Dissolved Solids (mhos/cm) 1.02 0.32 
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By Sue Bottom, sbottom15@bellsouth.net 

 

 

Calcium (ppm) 164 26 

Magnesium (ppm) 7 4 
 

 

Clearly the water in our area is calcium rich and magnesium poor, so using Epsom salts should be 
an integral part of our fertilizer regimen.  I set a target nitrogen level of 50 ppm suitable for 
cattleyas, and use additional timed release fertilizer on my heavy feeders like the catasetums.  In 
the growing season when watering using the low alkalinity pond water, I use about 1/4 tsp/gal of 
cal mag fertilizer plus a little less than 1/8 tsp/gal of Epsom salts. During the winter resting season 
when watering with the warmer, highly alkaline well water, I use 1/8 tsp/gal of 21-5-20 fertilizer 
and almost 1/4 tsp/gal of Epsom salts.  I fertilize every time I water, and I should be more rigorous 
about flushing the pots monthly with fresh water.   
 

Fertilizer Regimen to Provide Full Suite of Plant Macronutrients 

 
Target Nutrient 
Levels (ppm) 

Summertime - Pond Water 
(ppm) 

1/4 tsp/gal Cal Mag 
Fertilizer 3/32 tsp/gal 

Epsom Salts 

Wintertime - Well Water 
(ppm) 

1/8 tsp/gal 21-5-20 
Fertilizer 3/16 tsp/gal 

Epsom Salts 

Nitrogen  40 - 100 52 40 

Phosphorus  10 - 20 13 4 

Potassium  40 - 100 43 32 

Calcium  40 - 80 41 164 

Magnesium  20 - 40 23 29 

 
Once you know the calcium and magnesium content of your irrigation water, it is easy to tailor a 
fertilizer regimen for your specific conditions. For those of us in Florida with highly alkaline, high 
calcium and magnesium deficient water, fertilize with equal parts of a balanced fertilizer like 20-
20-20 or 20-10-20 and Epsom salts. Your plants will reward you with increased vigor and loads of 
flowers. 
 

Copyright Sue Bottom 
 

Many thanks to Sue Bottom for giving us permission to have her wonderful article on Calcium and 
Magnesium - The Other Macronutrients in our newsletter this month. The article is very 
informative and very interesting! 
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Book Review 
 
Have you read any good Orchid books lately? 

  
The Orchid Whisperer 
Expert Secrets for Growing Beautiful Orchids 
 
Written by:  Bruce Rogers 
Photographed by:  Greg Allikas 
Published by:  Chronicle Books LLC, San Francisco, California, U.S.A. 
Copyright:  2012 
 
Bruce Rogers along with Terry Roo are co-owners of Oz Garden located in 
San Francisco, California. Oz Garden, is a prominent international wholesaler 

for the orchid Sobralia rogersiana, named after Bruce Rogers. He is a Member of the Advisory 
Council of the San Francisco Conservatory of Flowers. Bruce Rogers shares his orchid secrets 
after having 3 decades of breeding and growing orchids. 
  
Greg Allikas is a renowned orchid photographer and has been growing orchids since 1970. His 
work has appeared in publications and books worldwide. Living in West Palm Beach Florida, 
he is the awards photographer for the AOS, West Palm Beach and the Judging Center. His 
website is . www.orchidworks.com
 
This book demystifies the growing process and features more than 100 lush colour photographs of 
breathtaking plants. Best of all, it reveals professional secrets not found anywhere else for 
blooming, re-potting, spotting hazards and pests, grooming, decorating, and much more. Perfect 
for beginners as well as orchid experts looking for new tricks, The Orchid Whisperer provides 
everything readers need to know to keep healthy orchids that will flower again and again!   
 
In addition, this book teaches you how to buy orchids and the essentials for orchid care and which 
are popular and easy-to-grow. Bruce Rogers gives you creative decorating ideas for choosing 
containers, displaying orchids, creating garland and centerpieces using orchids. This is a must 
have book for the orchid lover. 
 

Bev Burtnyk 
 

Upcoming International Orchid Shows 
 

Nov. 17-18:  Orchid Society of Santa Barbara                                                                                                                                                                                                          
presents Orchid Safari Show and Sale                                      

 
Santa Barbara Museum of Natural History 
2559 Puesta del Sol Road 
Santa Barbara, CA, 93105, USA 

 

 https://sborchidshow.com/  
 

 
 

http://www.orchidworks.com/
https://sborchidshow.com/
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Nov. 24-25:  Saginaw Valley Orchid Society Show & Sale 
                                    Kochville Veterans Hall, 3265 Kochville Rd.,  

                      Saginaw, MI, U.S.A. 

 
                      www.sagvalleyorchids.org  

 
 

 

Nov. 29-Dec.1:  Associación Altaverapacense de Orquideología, Cobán  
                           "XXXV Exposición Internacional de Orquídeas, Cobán" 
                           Convent of Santo Domingo, Annex to Cobán Cathedral,  
                           1th Avenue 1-31, Zona 1, Central Park,  
                           Cobán, Alta Verapaz, Guatemala 
 
http://www.aos.org/news-and-events/event-calendar/2018/2018-11/associacion-altaverapacense-
de-orquideologia-xxxv.aspx  
 
 
Dec. 15:  The North of England Orchid Society Orchid Show Lancashire 
                1 day event being held at the Barton Village Hall in Barton, United Kingdom.  
                 
http://www.orchid.org.uk/neos/neosshows.htm  
 

 
Judging Centres 
 
Dec 1:  Toronto Judging Centre   
They meet on the 1st Saturday of each month. 
Toronto Botanical Gardens, 777 Lawrence Avenue, Toronto, ON  M3C 1P2 
 
Dec 8:  Montréal Judging Centre 
They meet on the 3rd Saturday of each month. 
Montréal Botanical Garden, 4101 Rue Sherbrooke E, Montréal, QC H1X 2B2 
 

 
Upcoming AOS Webinars  
 
Nov. 15, 8:30 p.m. - 9:30 p.m.  Discovering the Orchids of Ecuador 

       Presented by Ron McHatton.  Open to everyone 
 

Dec. 12, 8:30 p.m. - 9:30 p.m.  Judging Vandas with Robert Fuchs 
                                     AOS Members Only 

 

http://www.sagvalleyorchids.org/
http://www.aos.org/news-and-events/event-calendar/2018/2018-11/associacion-altaverapacense-de-orquideologia-xxxv.aspx
http://www.aos.org/news-and-events/event-calendar/2018/2018-11/associacion-altaverapacense-de-orquideologia-xxxv.aspx
http://www.orchid.org.uk/neos/neosshows.htm


21 

 

EDITOR’S WRAP 

Thanks to Wenqing Perner from Hengduan Mountains Biotechnology, Sichuan, China for her visit 
with our Society. Her talk about her Biotechnology Lab and the many orchids that she grows there 
was very interesting and informative. I hope you got a chance to pre-order or to pick up some of 
the plants that she brought with her. We wish her success on the rest of her tour. Thanks also for 
Wenqing Perner sending us her brochure for our newsletter on growing Cypripediums!  It was nice 
to see Leslie Ee, President of the COC attend our meeting. He is an accredited Judge and has an 
interest in Chinese Orchids.  
 
Thanks to Cloud’s Orchids in Jordan Station, Ontario for permission to use the article on Chinese 
Cymbidium Culture.  Also thanks to Sue Bottom for the great article on Calcium and Magnesium - 
The Other Macronutrients. It was so helpful with my problem of a lack of magnesium in some of 
my cattleya orchids.  

We have a new Doctor in the house!  Thanks to Margaret Haydon for helping us with her time and 
expertise. She will help identify the problem your orchids are having, whether the problem is 
insects, fungal, bacterial or viral. Please bring your plant(s) or specimen(s) in a plastic bag so that 
the other orchids aren’t at risk in case the problem is contagious.   

Don’t forget about the election for OOS Vice President at the meeting on Nov. 18. If you are 
interested in running for the position, please let Janet Johns know by email or phone. Her 
information is on the 2nd page under The Board of Directors. Nominations can come forward at the 
November meeting also. This will be a final vote for the position of OOS Vice President. Good luck 
to all! 

We look forward to seeing Glen Decker, Piping Rock Orchids at the meeting on Nov. 18th.  It is 
always nice to see him and hear about his wonderful phrags. He usually brings many favourite 
orchid plants with him for sale. 

Don’t forget that the meeting in December is our Christmas Social. Bring in your favourite dishes 
to share with each other and a gift to exchange with another member. It will be a great time! 

If you have any suggestions, articles, messages, pictures or corrections etc., for SPIKE, just send 
me an email at blair.burtnyk@sympatico.ca and I will respond to them.  

Once again, thanks to everyone who helped with this month’s edition of SPIKE. It takes many 
members to put this newsletter together!  
 
Thank you!! 

 
Bev Burtnyk 
Editor,  
SPIKE Newsletter 

 

mailto:blair.burtnyk@sympatico.ca

