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S  P  I  K  E 
November 2016 

 Program 

Dracuphilia: A Gothic Romance 

Our guest speaker this month is Gary Meyer, Ph..D from Hawk Hill Or-

chids. It will cover the history of the genus Dracula, distribution of spe-

cies, concepts in taxonomy and biology, and Gary’s explorations of the 

genus in the wild. Gary will not be selling plants at the meeting (more on 

our speaker on page 3). 

Orchids 101: What is it? Orchid Names & Identification 

So many of the orchids now acquired or purchased have no names or at 

least no scientific or hybrid names to use when asking questions or en-

tering orchids in a show. If your orchid is nameless, has no label except a 

price tag, there is still hope that someone can tell you what kind of or-

chid it is and suggest appropriate care. When does knowing the scientific 

and/or hybrid name matter? Much depends upon what you need to 

know and why (notes on page 14). 

Guest Vendor 

In addition to our regular local vendors, we have secured Laurent        

Leblond from Le Paradis des Orchidées. Pre-orders can be made using his 

web site:  http://www.leparadisdesorchidees.com/ 
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President’s Message      

Hi Everyone, 

 
I hope you enjoyed Fred Clarke’s talk on Catasetums in the October meeting – 
something a bit different! I was pleased to see that virtually all the plants he had 
for sale were snapped up by OOS members, and I am hoping to see lots of them 
on our Show Table in future, or else at the Annual Show. This month we have an-
other interesting topic from Gary Meyer on Dracula. Many thanks to André Cou-
ture for arranging such an interesting program this year. 
 
Congratulations to Joyce and all who contributed plants for the Montreal show in 
October – a very impressive list of winning entries, and you can scarcely see the 
display table for all the ribbons and rosettes! Having a good display at out of town 

shows is an excellent sign that our society is thriving, and helps to encourage participation from other socie-
ties at our own show in April. And of course the more you put into the society the more you get out of it. 
 
I have been on vacation in Palm Springs this past two weeks with plenty of cacti but no orchids to be seen 
anywhere, and it really makes you appreciate the importance of water and humidity. Sometimes we in Otta-
wa complain about the humidity in summer, but without it we would all be in trouble! Remember to keep 
the humidity up for your orchids especially during the winter, and don’t plan to move to Palm Springs when 
you retire!! 
 

See you at the November meeting.         Dave Cooper 
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MORE ON OUR NOVEMBER SPEAKER: GARY MEYER 

Gary’s interest in orchids began when he was a freshman in high school in Michigan. He had already re-

placed much of his dad’s beloved lawn with hundreds of perennials and North American native plants, part-

ly in an attempt (futile, unfortunately) to attract hummingbirds. Among this plant collection were several 

Cypripedium species, which ignited his curiosity about orchids from other parts of the globe. He found a 

photograph of Masdevallia veitchiana in a library book that rendered him helpless to resist the pull to Pleu-

rothallids. Shortly thereafter, he laid eyes on a line drawing of Dracula chimaera in a J & L Orchids catalog, 

and has been enslaved by Draculas ever since.  

Gary started growing Draculas in his parents’ basement in 1990, with some degree of success. However, 

college, then medical school, and finally graduate school became unavoidable distractions for him. By the 

time he finished his Ph.D. in neuroscience in 2003, he thought he had managed to completely kick the or-

chid addiction.  

In February 2003, Gary moved from Ann Arbor, MI to San Francisco, CA, and within two weeks of his arrival, 

found himself face to face with a pure yellow Dracula gorgona xanthina (owned by John Leathers) at the 

Pacific Orchid Exposition. The addiction was immediately revived, stronger than ever. Thirteen years later, 

Gary now has two overcrowded greenhouses in his backyard in San Francisco and several hundred Dracula 

plants (along with a reasonable dose of Masdevallias, Lepanthes, Cyrtochilums, and Anguloas). 

Gary has been travelling to Colombia and Ecuador once or twice a year since 2005 to observe Draculas in 

the wild and visit collections of South American Dracula growers. He has also been putting his science back-

ground to work, studying the molecular taxonomy of the genus with Ken Cameron, Ph.D., Director of the 

Herbarium at the University of Wisconsin, and describing new species in conjunction with his South Ameri-

can colleagues. 

By day, Gary is a Director of Clinical Analytics at IntrinsiQ Specialty Solutions where he tracks the oncology 

pharmaceutical industry. He is currently President of the Pleurothallid Alliance, owner of Colombian Orchid 

Imports, which imports orchid species from Colombia for sale in the United States, and runs the marketing 

and sales for Hawk Hill Orchids of Pacifica, California. 

Website:   http://hawkhillorchids.com/ 

DECEMBER MEETING 

December 18: Our annual Christmas party with our holiday raffle, goodies and orchids. There will be no 

Orchids 101 in December. 

OOS CALENDAR 

The 2017 Ottawa Orchid Society calendar featuring orchids photographed by Arlene Lang will be available 

for sale at the November meeting. The current cost estimate is $20 per calendar. A limited edition of 50 will 

be printed so be sure to pick up a copy in November or leave a reservation with Jean Hollebone 

(jean@hollebone.ca) to ensure you will not be disappointed. They are sold at cost and make wonderful gifts 

for family and friends. 

http://hawkhillorchids.com/
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JUDGING CENTRES 

The Toronto Judging Centre meets on the first Saturday of each month at the Toronto Botanical Gardens. 

Judging starts at 1:00 p.m. Members are invited to attend. 

The Montreal Judging Centre meets on the third Saturday of each month at the Montreal Botanical Gardens. 

Judging usually starts around 12:30 p.m. This month’s meeting is on November 19. Members are invited to 

attend; please register at the Security Desk.  

The two orchids below were awarded at the ECOS Show. A third award was provisionally granted to Xylobi-
um variegatum ‘Jardin botanique de Montréal’ CCM/AOS 85 points (picture not available at this time). Pho-
tographs by Thang Dam. 

Stenoglottis fimbriata ‘Lussier’ 

CCM/AOS  84 points 

Owner:  Gaétan Lussier  

Masdevallia herradurea ‘Sirene’ 

CCM/AOS 82 points 

Owner: Sharon Pearce  

ATTENTION ALL MEMBERS: YOUR HELP IS NEEDED FOR ORCHIDOPHILIA 2017 

It's time to dust off your Show hats and start planning for an even better Show than last year! The first meeting of the 

planning committee will be at McNabb Community Centre (Bronson & Gladstone) at 7:00 p.m. on November 29. Any-

one from last year's Show Committee who is prepared to help again for April 21-23, 2017....please let either Dave 

Cooper or Janet Johns know. Any members...both new and old...who would like to take part in the planning process…

you are most welcome. We specifically need to fill Publicity and Admissions Co-ordinators. Please see Dave or myself 

at the November meeting. If you don't want to be involved at this stage of the Show, sign-up sheets will be out in 

February for volunteers to help with a wide range of fun tasks, most of which do not require any orchid growing ex-

perience. 

Our Show last year was a huge success with line ups an hour long to get in! None of this would have been possible 

without the support of our members who volunteered long hours in both the planning and support positions. First, 

though, we need to plan, so please consider getting involved. You'll have fun!  

              Janet Johns  
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REFLECTIONS ON OUR OCTOBER PRESENTATION: 
CATASETUMS WITH FRED CLARKE 

 
We were treated to an interesting and knowledgeable presentation on Catasetums which have been cultivated since 
the 1800’s. Fred is an engaging speaker and related the culture of these wonderful orchids with the natural habitats in 
which they are found. Generally they grow in open areas with good light and air movement. They grow in the well-
drained brackets of palm trees, where nutrients are directed down the branches. They are used to wet summers and 
dry winters. These plants are deciduous. They have variable forms, but are sexually dimorphic. Unlike other orchids 
which have both male and female parts in the flower, the male and female flowers of Catasetum are different. They are 
pollinated by euglosine bees. They are all fragrant, the attractor for the pollinator. The male flower has a trigger which 
can shoot pollen at up to 60 feet per second to ensure that the bee receives the pollen, but is repelled from the male 
flower which subsequently finds a less-threatening female flower to pollinate. We were treated to photos of many of 
the hybrids that Fred has produced, many named by those who first flower them. Suffice it to say that many of us pur-
chased Catasetums and some of the Aussie Dendrobiums (with similar culture demands). Fred has graciously allowed 
us to reprint the following culture notes for all beginning Catasetum growers! 

 
Catasetinae Plant Culture 

Cycnoches, Catasetums, Mormodes, and Clowesia  
Reprinted with permission 

 
The cultural information below is a generalization and will apply in most situations; however each grower and growing 
environment is different. I encourage you to make adjustments based on your experience and growing conditions. 
 
Catasetinae have a distinctive growth and rest period (dormancy). For best plant growth it is important to understand 
and respect these growth phases. When the plants are in active growth, maintain constant root zone moisture and fer-
tilize regularly. This is essential to optimizing the development of new growth. When the plants are dormant little or no 
water is needed as the pseudobulbs store enough moisture and nutrients to survive the dormancy. 
 
Catasetinae plant culture is not difficult. All it takes is an understanding of the seasonal growth patterns. The plants’ 
vegetative state signals to the grower their changing needs. Interpret the signals and make the appropriate cultural 
adjustments. Here is what to look for: 
 
Early Spring 
Catasetinae begin their new growth in early spring. However, watering should wait until the new growth has well de-
veloped new roots. This means you should let the new roots grow to an approximate length of 3-5” before you begin 
watering. Let me emphasize this point. Wait to water until the new roots are well developed. The waiting to water is 
not easy, my natural instinct is to begin watering when I see new growth, but I have learned through trial and error 
that it is better to wait to water than start watering too soon. I also believe that Catasetinae roots deteriorate during 
dormancy and in the following year they are not as effective at taking up moisture and nutrients. This makes the new 
roots vital in the plant’s health. This reinforces the message about not watering too early. 
 
Mid-Season:  
Once the new roots are sufficiently developed, this is the period where the plants are rapidly developing their new 
pseudobulbs. There is a surprising amount of growth that occurs in these 3-4 months, often the plants will double their 
size. Due to this, the plants require constant moisture and regular fertilization. In most cases, irrigation will be need 2 
or 3 times a week. A balanced fertilizer at full strength is suitable for this rapid growth. Light levels at or above those 
suggested for Cattleya will help insure strong good growth and flowering. This is the time when the fruits of your labor 
will begin to pay off as the flowering season is in underway. 
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Late Season:  
Sometime after flowering, in the late autumn the plants will begin to enter the dormancy phase. Understanding the 
signals of the onset of dormancy and the factors triggering it are important in good plant culture. The plant’s first sig-
nals are the yellowing and browning off of the leaves. At this time stop fertilizing and reduce watering by ½ and when 
most leaves are yellow/brown and have dropped off, cease watering altogether. The general rule to follow is: by the 
15th of November stop fertilization and reduce watering by ½. Most leaves should have yellowed or fallen off by the 1st 
of January, however, if the plants still have leaves, all irrigation should be stopped at this time. 
 
The onset of dormancy is caused by several factors, the maturity of the pseudobulb, shorter day length, cooler day/
night temperatures and a reduction of root zone moisture. In most of the country dormancy occurs naturally; however 
when the plants are cultivated in warm growing areas such as in South Texas, Florida, Hawaii, or in the home or under 
lights, sometimes dormancy needs to be encouraged. I have found that stopping watering in early January regardless 
of the number of green leaves will trigger the dormancy. Note: Watering during dormancy should only be done if the 
plant shrivels severely. Usually a single irrigation is sufficient to restore the bulbs. 
 
Here's a summary: 
 As the new growth develops, wait to irrigate until the new roots are well developed and are 3 to 5” long (don't 

be in a hurry to water, it is better to wait). 
 Irrigate and fertilize frequently while the plants are in active growth. 
 Stop fertilization and reduce irrigation by ½ around mid-November. 
 Cease watering by the 1st of January. 
 
Light levels: Catasetinae like light levels comparable to Cattleyas at about 2500-4000 foot candles (fc). However, the 
plants are widely adaptable and do well with light levels as low as 1500 fc and as high as 5000 fc. For optimal growth I 
suggest a Southern exposure or a location where the plants will receive plenty of bright, filtered light.  
 
Potting mix: For mature plants I have been using a 3:1 of mix of fine ‘Kiwi Bark’ and medium Perlite. For seedlings up 
to a 3” pot size I like to use New Zealand sphagnum moss with the bottom 1/3 of the pot filled with Styrofoam pea-
nuts. However, this genus is not too particular in what it is potted in and any well-drained media will work well. 
 
Containers: I prefer to grow in plastic pots, however clay pots, baskets, and cork slabs will all work. Catasetinae don't 
like to be over potted, select a pot size that will allow for 2-3 years of growth. 
 
Fertilizer: When in active growth, regularly use one teaspoon of your favorite fertilizer per gallon of water.  
 
Air movement: Catasetinae enjoy abundant air movement, if you are growing in a greenhouse use air circulating fans. 
Also, hanging the plants allows for maximum air movement around them and often they do best hanging. 
 
Repotting and Dividing: Is done as the new growth is just starting to develop and before the new roots start to show
(remember no watering until the roots are well established, 3-5” long). Unlike most orchid plants Catasetinae do well 
when divided into 2 bulb pieces. Divisions are made by cutting with a sterile tool or by pulling the bulbs apart. I try to 
keep the size of my plants between 2 and 5 bulbs. 
 
Insect pests: Catasetinae are generally pest free, however spider mites are attracted to the soft leaves of these plants. 
Spider mites are quite small, they live and feed on the undersides of the leaves. Take care in checking for them as the 
plants are developing the new leaves and control them with a recommended miteacide from your garden center.   
Although the leaves will drop off during dormancy this is not an excuse to not treat for them. 
 
Please feel free to contact me on any question regarding the growing of this genus. Once the basics are understood 
they are very rewarding. fred.clarke@worldnet.att.net  

mailto:fred.clarke@att.net
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EASTERN CANADA ORCHID SHOW RESULTS 

The ECOS (Eastern Canada Orchid Society) show in Montreal Octo-
ber 15-16 was a well-organized and lovely show.  Thanks to the 
OOS growers who loaned plants, Jean Hollebone, Helen Nitschkie, 
Michael Barker, Angèle Biljan, André Couture, Margaret Haydon 
and Joyce Medcalf. Pat Vuurman of RBG and myself were able to 
set up a very nice display. Special thanks to Margaret Haydon and 
Rick Sobkowicz for once again allowing their home to be the plant 
drop off and pick up location! 

Joyce Medcalf 

 
Editor’s Note—and thanks to Joyce for such a stunning display 
which won many awards!  All photographs on this and following 
pages  were taken by Joyce Medcalf. 

OOS Display (above picture) 
 
 1st DISPLAY CLASS-----2 (6-15 plants) 
 
 1st BEST DISPLAY All Classes 1-7 
 

 1st VISITING ORCHID SOCIETY 
 
 COC TROPHY for Best Artistic Display 
  
 AOS SHOW TROPHY for Best Display 

Grower Award Plant Photo 
# 

Jean Hollebone 1st Dendrobium Hibiki (Dendrobium bracteosum x Dendrobium laevifo-
lium) 

1 

  2nd Paphiopedilum henryanum 2 

  3rd Paphiopedilum helenae 3 

  3rd Rhyncattleanthe Elaine Taylor 'Krull Smith' FCC/AOS (Cattlianthe 
Judy Smith x Rhyncholaeliocattleya Oconee) 

4 

Michael Barker 
  

3rd Paphiopedilum Hilo Citron 'Roll Forward' x Paph. fairrieanum alba 
'JF258#4’ 

5 

Angèle Biljan 
  

1st 
  

Cattlianthe Sagarik Wax (Cattleya Summerland Girl x Cattlianthe 
Chocolate Drop) 

6 

  2nd Aerides odorata 7 

  2nd Oberonia setigera (also considered for an AOS award, but not awarded) 8 

  2nd 
  

Dendrobium Enobi Purple 'Splash' AM/AOS (Enobi Komachi x La-
guna Princess) 

9 

  3rd Oncidium Twinkle (Oncidium cheirophorum x Oncidium sotoanum) 10 

André Couture 
  

2nd 
  

Monnierara Millenium Magic 'Witchcraft' FCC/AOS  (Catanoches 
Midnight Jem x Mormodes sinuata) 

11 

Margaret Haydon 
  

1st 
  

Paphiopedilum Black Diamond (Paphiopedilum delenatii x Paphio-
pedilum fairrieanum) (also considered for an AOS award, but not awarded) 

12 

  3rd Phalaenopsis No Name Hybrid 13 

Joyce Medcalf 
  

2nd 
3rd 
In minia-
ture class 

Promenaea Cachaca ‘Sunset Valley Orchids’ HCC/AOS (Promenaea 
Norman Gaunt x Promenaea Florafest Cheetah) 
  

14 
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Member's Choice:  "It’s gorgeous!.”  

Photographs on following pages by Arlene Lang identified by the Photo Number in the last column of the table above.  

OOS SHOW TABLE FOR OCTOBER 16, 2016 

CLASS JUDGED BY PLACE NAME OWNER PHOTO 
# 

Cattleya Alliance 

Judged by André Couture 

1st Cattleya Life's Melody Masa Matsuo  1 

2nd Cattleya Orchid Affair Masa Matsuo  2 

2nd Cattleya (Syn. Sophronitis) brevipedunculata David Kalb  3 

3rd Guarianthe bowringiana Angèle Biljan  4 

Cypripedium Alliance 

Paphiopedilum 

Judged by André Couture 

1st Paphiopedilum henryanum Jean Hollebone  5 

Oncidium Alliance 

Judged by Henry Steger 

1st Brassidium Nittany Gold Maria Martins  6 

2nd Tolumnia (Genting Pink Lady x Jairak Flyer x 
Pink Panther) 

Monique Savard  7 

2nd Rodriguezia arevaloi Masa Matsuo  8 

2nd Oncidium Twinkle Tina Furano  9 

3rd Oncidium Sharry Baby Rita Shand  10 

Dendrobium Alliance 

Judged by Henry Steger 

1st Dendrobium faciferum Maria Martins  11 

2nd Dendrobium Emma White Angèle Biljan  12 

Phalaenopsis Alliance 

Judged by Henry Steger 

1st Phalaenopsis No Name Hybrid Angèle Biljan  13 

2nd Phalaenopsis No Name Hybrid Sue Bowering  14 

3rd Phalaenopsis No Name Hybrid-Peloric Angèle Biljan  15 

3rd Phalaenopsis bellina Angèle Biljan  16 

Vanda Alliance 

Judged by Henry Steger 

1st Vandachostylis (Syn. Rhynchocentrum) 
Sagarik x Aerides flabellata 

Angèle Biljan  17 

Miniature 

Judged by Henry Steger 

1st Oberonia setigera Angèle Biljan  18 

2nd Ornithocephalus bonitensis Angèle Biljan  19 

Miscellaneous 

Judged by André Couture 

1st Catasetum Jamie Lawson XOXO (Catasetum 
pileatum x Catasetum John C. Burchett) 

Marie Jeanne Ferrari  20 

2nd Monnierara Millennium Magic 'Witchcraft' 
FCC/AOS 

Jean Hollebone  21 

2nd Bulbophyllum lobbii x Bulbophyllum suma-
tranum 

Maria Martins  22 

2nd Warczewiczella (Syn. Cochleanthes) amazon-
ica 

Bev Burtnyk  23 

3rd Maxillaria rufescens Barbara Wysocka  24 

Best in Show 

Judged by André Couture 
& Henry Steger 

  Cattleya Life's Melody 

  

Masa Matsuo   

Member's Choice 

Judged by Bev Burtnyk 

  Cattleya Life's Melody Masa Matsuo   
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12 13 14 15 

Henry Steger, Judge, (left) is 

assisted by Jean Hollebone, 

Head Clerk, who also assists 

André Couture, Judge (right) 
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16 17 18 19 

20 21 22 

23 24 

(left) Masa Matsuo holding his Cattleya Life’s Melody, 1st Place, 

Best in Show and Member’s Choice (also shown in centre pic-

ture) 

 

(above) Our speaker, Fred Clarke, praising Masa’s Cattleya 

Life’s Melody 
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MEMBER’S PROFILE:  PETER MAZEROLLE – Watering Orchids at home or away! 

Many of you have seen Peter Mazerolle’s winning orchids and their healthy condition. Peter has a small home-made 

‘orchidarium’ that includes a watering system that can be set up when he is away. How many of us are worried that 

our beloved plants will not get the watering care needed while we try to enjoy a vacation or visit with friends and fam-

ily! Here is a simple and relatively inexpensive solution. 

In the first place, Peter is an expert at watering. Pots with plants are weighed at minimum (as dry as he dares) and 

maximum weight after saturation on the first potting or re-potting. These are recorded in an Excel Spreadsheet. Sub-

sequently, plants are weighed regularly and only watered when the desired weight is reached. The spreadsheet also 

records spike and blooming time, application of fertilizer, bactericide or fungicide, or any significant other change by 

colour code. This gives a complete record for each plant and assures that watering is consistent. The spreadsheet is his 

orchid journal. Some of us like writing; some of us like spreadsheets! He uses a StarFrit balance (to 1 g) from Canadian 

Tire ($10). 

 

On the left is a sample of a spreadsheet for October. Plants are listed on 

the left with max/min weights. Each column represents 1 day. Below you 

can see an extract for a new plant that is currently blooming (yellow). On 

day 3, 7 and 13 it was watered and the new weight (in grams) listed. Dry 

weight originally is 131 g. It was treated with fertilizer when watering 

(green). On Day 2, it was given a bactericide/fungicide (purple). 

 

 

New 132/ 131/164 152 148 145 141/180   162   150   143/178   

Marcel Carrière receives the 2016 Lifetime  

Achievement Award  at the October meeting in 

recognition of his unwavering support to the 

Ottawa Orchid Society, his devotion to orchid 

culture and his successful participaton at orchid 

shows in Ottawa, Montréal and other eastern 

Canadian orchid societies. 

Centre—Marcel Carrière 

Left—Dave Cooper (President) 

Right—André Couture (Program Chair) 
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Watering Orchids at home or away! (continued) 

Because he understands his plants’ watering needs so well, he has set up a system for watering when he is absent. 

There is no need to count on friends who may not be as familiar with his orchids as himself. 

Basic set-up last year.  It has since been expanded with another bank of lights for cattleya and more fans to disperse 

the heat. It includes: 

 An IKEA shelving unit with adjustable shelves (22” x 6’) 

 Clear plastic wrap (with broomstick retainer) 

 Bank of fluorescent lights  

 Humidifier and 4 humidity trays filled with water and aerat-

ed with water stones and pump 

 Computer fan – 120 v, 140 mm directed at the light fixture 

and through the vent 

 Timer – all are on a 14-hour timer wired to a ground fault 

circuit breaker in case of accidental spill 

Watering System 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Drip system from Lee Valley Tools: ($140) 

Water reservoir (16 L of water) (picture top left) 

Delivery system – ¼” plastic tubing with individual drippers  (picture top right)  

The rate of delivery is regulated. Peter chooses the minimum rate – 15 mL every 12 hours. Some plants are a little over-

watered, but he has never lost one over periods of up to six weeks. 

For the smallest plants, he uses a mini-greenhouse (right picture) 

from Kelley’s Corner Orchid Supplies ($6.95 US). He puts some 

sphagnum moss into his tray to wick the water and keeps the vents 

open. He finds that his small plants are quite happy in this environ-

ment for two weeks. 

Thank you to Peter for sharing his set-up with us. He would be happy 

to give you more details at any meeting! If you know of other mem-

bers with unique and interesting culture techniques or technology 

who are willing to share, please let me know.  

(Email: janet.johns@sympatico.ca)       Jan Johns 
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Orchids 101 

WHAT IS IT??? - ORCHID NAMES and IDENTIFICATION 

Marilyn H.S. Light 

© 2016 

So many of the orchids now acquired or purchased have no names or at least no scientific or hybrid names to use when asking 
questions or entering orchids in a show. If your orchid is nameless, has no label except a price tag, there is still hope that someone 
can tell you what kind of orchid it is and suggest appropriate care. When does knowing the scientific and/or hybrid name matter? 
Much depends upon what you need to know and why. 

 

WHY... 

1 – If you need advice then it helps to know what kind of orchid you are growing. A picture will often suffice. 

2 – If you plan to enter a plant for ribbon judging, placing a plant in the correct category is important. Ask for help.  

3 – Unnamed plants cannot be judged for awards.  

LABELS - A label may provide a name your hybrid orchid but names may be unconventionally abbreviated or hybrids may not yet 
be formally named. Ask for help. 

 HYBRID GREX - Orchid hybrid names (grex) are registered through the International Orchid Registrar and may be researched either 
through one parental name or the hybrid grex name to determine parentage. Your hybrid may not yet have been registered which 
can happen with a recent cross. Some hybrid parents may never have been registered or a label may not be updated by the origi-
nator before the seedlings are released for sale.  

The research process: 

1 –  Whomever you ask for help will identify the kind of orchid from plant and floral features. 

2 –  Provide as much information as possible including any names written on tags or labels. Pictures are useful.  

If you obtain a valid name, label the plant. Labels do get lost so make a note of the name in your records. 

3 – Learn to use the Orchid Hybrid Registration Database 

If you have only two parents appearing on a label, look up the progeny of one of the two to locate the other parent. If the cross has 
been registered, you will then find the new hybrid grex name. 

4 –  If the cross is not recent and has not yet been registered, you can attempt to contact the originator and if unsuccessful, 
attempt to register the cross as Originator Unknown O/U.  

5 –  Never guess or make up names. 

6 – WRITE THE UPDATED NAME ON THE PLANT TAG and copy into your records. 

REFERENCES 

Hybrid Registration Data - Orchid Hybrid Registrar provides lists every 3 months  https://www.rhs.org.uk/plants/plantsmanship/
plant-registration/orchid-hybrid-registration 

MEMBERS’ CORNER 

I encourage all of you to share what you do and what you have learned, anything orchid related. Please send 
me an email by the first of the month to share book reviews, article reviews, even webinar reviews. I look 
forward to hearing from you at janet.johns@sympatico.ca. 

https://www.rhs.org.uk/plants/plantsmanship/plant-registration/orchid-hybrid-registration
https://www.rhs.org.uk/plants/plantsmanship/plant-registration/orchid-hybrid-registration
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UPCOMING  ORCHID SHOWS  

  
Oct 29 - 30: Fraser Valley Orchid Society:  2016 FVOS Show and Plant Sale – The Allure of Orchids, George Preston 

Recreation Centre, 20699 42nd Avenue, Langley BC  

Nov 12 - 13: Essex County Orchid Society:  7th Orchid Show & Sale at Colasanti’s Tropical Gardens, Kingsville ON   

Feb 11 - 12: Southern Ontario Orchid Society: The SOOS Annual Orchid Show will be held at the Toronto Botanical 

Garden, Edwards Gardens, Toronto ON 

Feb 25 - 26: Orchid Society of the Royal Botanical Gardens: 680 Plains Rd., Burlington ON 

Mar 25 - 26: La Société des Orchidophiles de Montréal: Orchidexpo 2017 at Collège de Maisonneuve, 2700 rue Bour-

bonnière, Montreal QC 

Mar 25 - 26: The Vancouver Orchid Society Annual Show will be held at the Van Dusen Botanical Garden, 5251 Oak 

St., Vancouver BC 

Apr 21 - 23: Ottawa Orchid Society:  Orchidophilia at the RA Centre, 2451 Riverside Drive, Ottawa ON  

Jun 3 - 4: Foothills Orchid Society:  The 2017 Calgary Orchid Show at Triwood Community Centre, 2244 Chicoutimi 
Drive N.W., Calgary AB  

EDITOR’S NOTE 

Many thanks to Joyce Medcalf for the pictures and report on our results for the ECOS Show. Thanks to Fred Clarke for 

allowing us to reprint his culture article on Catasetums. Special thanks to Peter Mazerolle for allowing me to share his 

watering systems with you. It was meant to be an article last year—but time flies. Please feel free to ask him about it 

for any details missed. He would be happy to discuss his methods and systems with you. If anyone else knows of 

someone in the society who does things a little differently with great success, please let me know. As always, thanks 

to Joyce Medcalf for her thorough check of orchid nomenclature despite her busy life. Last, but as always never least, 

thank you to the eagle-eyed Arlene Lang for her thorough proof-reading and layout suggestions as well as her out-

standing photographs despite her busy life!                                 

               Jan Johns 

Upcoming AOS Webinars 

 Monday November 28 at 8:30 p.m. EST  Greenhouse Chat with Ron McHatton (general public) 

 Tuesday December 13 at 8:30 p.m. EST  Maudiae Paphs: Past, Present and Future with Dave Soro-

kowsky (members only) 

 Tuesday January 10 at 8:30 p.m. EST  Greenhouse Chat with Ron McHatton (general public) 

 Wednesday January 25 at 8:30 p.m. EST  Novelty Cattleyas with Fred Clarke (members only) 

To register, go to http://www.aos.org/orchids/webinars.aspx 

http://www.fraservalleyorchidsociety.com/2016-show
http://essexcountyorchidsociety.webs.com/orchidshow2016.htm
http://www.soos.ca/Show/index.htm
http://osrbg.ca/wp/
http://www.vancouverorchidsociety.ca/
http://www.ottawaorchidsociety.com/
http://www.foothillsorchidsociety.com/show/
http://www.aos.org/orchids/webinars.aspx

