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November Program 

      Couture will do a presentation on the genus Broughtonia.  The 

presentation will cover the species, the best known hybrids, as well as 

                             has been with the Society for about 30 

years and prefers to grow Cattleya species and hybrids.  He is currently 

enrolled in the AOS judging program through the Montreal 

Supplementary Judging Centre. 

 

Orchids 101 

At 12:30 there will be an orchid culture information session given by 

members of the OOS. 

                      es will be bringing orchids to sell. 
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.                                                                                                                                                                                     

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 
 
I am packing my bags for a week in Orlando at the Fall American Orchid Society meetings 
where I am secretary. Each of the many AOS committees will  report on progress and set goals 
for ongoing work. There is a planning session for the Board of Trustees and a business meeting 
which will keep me busy. As well, two additional symposia are also taking place: the specialist 
groups of the Slipper Alliance and the Phalaenopsis Alliance.  I am particularly looking forward 

to the Affiliated Societies meeting, of which the Ottawa Orchid Society is a member, as we have a new dynamic chair 
and she has lots of ideas for making meetings more interesting. Hopefully there will be lots of new ideas to be 
brought back to our Society. It is also a time to meet with friends and I expect to see Mario Ferrusi and Terry 
Kennedy of SOOS, Tom Etheridge of Corvallis, Oregon who was one of our featured speakers last year, as well as 
other friends I have made over the past four years.  
 
You will have seen Marilyn Light's and my note to all of you who are growing the seedlings handed out in 
September. We have found black thrips on a few plants. We ask that you look at your plants, especially the 
undersides of leaves for these little bugs which are only 1/16th of an inch long. They don't move quickly and they are 
very black and skinny so they are easy to see. Take them off with a wet finger or cloth and squash them. We are 
pretty sure that these are newly emerging adults from pupae that were with the plants and that there will only be a 
few of them. So far they have only been reported on Roy Tokunaga and Silver King. The other two hybrids seem to 
be pest free. If you get them now, that should be the end of the problem. As a precautionary measure do keep them 
away from your other orchids. I have carefully examined each of my orchids for these pests and did not find any, but 
I did find one Roy Tokunaga seedling that was infected. They are controllable and as the numbers are very low it 
should be easy to eliminate them by simple examination of your plants. However, they do multiply quickly, so you 
must look at your seedling right away or you may have a future problem if they are left to breed. By the way, these 
thrips are parthenogenetic which means the females can produce offspring without the presence of a male thrip and 
they can do this quickly and in large numbers. 
 
Before signing off I want to say a big thank you to Janet Johns who generously housed and fed our speaker under 
difficult personal circumstances last month, and to Pierre Morin who took our guest on a tour of the Gatineau and to 
the ECOS show and to Marcel Carrière and Andre  Couture for hosting him at Sunday brunch. 
 

Jean Hollebone 

 

OOS NEWS 
 

1...Dendrobium Contest 
 
This month’s contest is the greatest number of new growing shoots; so count your new growths and bring 
the number to the November meeting!!! 
 

2...COC News 
 
Marlene Young, Vice President of the COC, will give a short update on the COC at our November meeting. 
The November newsletter is on the web now at www.canadianorchidcongress.ca. This publication                                                                                                                        
is a mine of information for both experienced growers and newbies. There really is something for everyone 
and as a member of the OOS and, therefore the COC, this is your newsletter too! In the 
November/December issue there is a fantastic article on Hybridizing Cattleya Species by Roy Tokunaga of 
H&R Orchids, Hawaii with many gorgeous photos...not to be missed! 
 

http://www.canadianorchidcongress.ca/
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3...Le Paradis des Orchide  es 
 
This month we have invited a commercial orchid grower from Laval, Quebec to sell 
orchids and supplies at our meeting. Le Paradis des Orchide  es grows many different 
genera and will bring a diverse selection. This commercial greenhouse opened in 1998 
with 25,000 square feet of growing area and is the largest orchid producer in Eastern 
Canada. Le Paradis des Orchidées attends most Quebec and Ontario shows and always 

has a tempting array of plants for sale so treat yourself to a pre- Christmas present and bring your piggy 
bank! If you wish to pre- order...consult their online catalog and Email them for price and availability. 
 
lleblond@laurentides.net  
 
 

4...Fall Social       Mark November 22 on your calendar!!! 
 
The OOS Party Girls have planned a great Chinese dinner for all OOS members and their partners to be 
held at the Yangtze Restaurant at 700 Somerset Street West on Saturday, November 22 at 6:00pm. The 
cost per person will be approximately $25 including tax/gratuities and the tentative menu is as follows: 
 
Spring rolls 
Soup 
Duck with vegetables and pancakes 
Kulu Pork (sweet and sour) 
Shrimp in Pepper Salt-no shell 
Beef with Chinese greens 
Cashew nuts and Chicken 
Singapore Fried Noodles 
Fried Rice 
Green Tea ice cream 
 

RSVP before November 16 
 
Janet 
johnjns@sympatico.ca 
 
Helen 
h.nitschkie@gmail.com 
 
 
 
 

mailto:lleblond@laurentides.net
mailto:johnjns@sympatico.ca
mailto:h.nitschkie@gmail.com
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5...Show Committee for 2015 
 

Many Hands Make Light Work 

 
As you know, we need a lot of people to organize a successful Show and right now Dave Cooper (your 
Show Chairman) is looking for a few people willing to be part of the Show Committee. As a committee 
member you will of course have volunteers to help you, but you will participate in the committee meetings 
to make sure things are taken care of. The two positions we need urgently are Publicity (to promote the 
Show in the press and electronic media, posters, etc.), and Vendors and Exhibitors (to inform participants 
of the show details and confirm who is coming). Without these functions there will be no Show! We are 
also looking for someone to look after visitor services at the show, to make sure things run smoothly 
during the show itself. None of these positions require expertise on orchid growing, so anyone can take 
them on. All you need is a bit of enthusiasm (like me!) and be willing to commit a few hours of your time. 
Don’t forget, volunteers are admitted free for the weekend! 
 
Finally, we need someone to coordinate the OOS Exhibit (to stage the OOS display at the show). This 
position obviously requires some artistic flair and ability but the plants themselves are entered by 
members so again, you do not need to be an expert grower. Just let your creative juices flow and you can 
achieve miracles! 
 
Please contact Dave (david_cooper@storm.ca or 613-256-2853) or Janet (johnjns@sympatico.ca or 613-
749-0614) if you are willing to take on one of these positions. We will have guidelines and help from the 
people who did the jobs last year so you will not be on your own! 
 
 

6…Thrip Alert 
 
As you have read in the President’s Message, we regretfully have an issue with thrips on some of the 
seedlings distributed at our September meeting. There is no need to panic but vigilance is needed to 
eradicate the little devils…squishing a bug can be very satisfying! Just in case you need help in identifying 
these pests…here are two illustrations, kindly provided by Marilyn Light. 
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7...October Meeting Awards 
 
At our October meeting, we had the great pleasure to recognize one of our most deserving members with 
an Award of Excellence and a Life Membership. Rick Sobkowicz originally joined our Society solely to 
support his wife, Margaret’s, interest in orchids but soon became involved in many aspects of the OOS 
from Editor, Co-show Chairman, President...just to name a few. Over the years, Rick has always been the 
one to put up his hand and say, “I’ll look after that”....and he always did! The time has come for Rick to 
explore other interests but we all hope that he will continue to attend meetings as one of the “gang”. 
 

 
 
 

                          All the best, Rick! 
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Hans Bode Trophy 
 
Also at our October meeting, the Hans Bode Trophy was presented to Angèle Biljan for her Laelia 
tenebrosa ‘aurea’. Hans is a founding member of our Society and generously donated this award to be 
given at our annual show to the best orchid grown by an amateur member of the OOS. We were very 
fortunate to have Hans personally award this trophy to Angèle who will keep it for one year. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
                          Dave Cooper, Show Chairman, Hans Bode and Angèle Biljan. 
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ECOS SHOW 2014 -- Results for Ottawa Orchid Society 
 
3rd - DISPLAY CLASS, 6-15 plants (1st - Orchids in Our Tropics, 2nd - Marsh Hollow) 
 
2nd - VISITING SOCIETY CLASS  
____________________________ 
 
Janet Johns 
 
3rd - Paphiopedilum gratrixianum 
____________________________ 
 
Pierre Richer 
 
3rd - Phalaenopsis No Name 
____________________________ 
 
Helgi Fatovic 
 
3rd - Paphiopedilum Norito Hasegawa (Paphiopedilum malipoense x Paphiopedilum armeniacum) 'Sunny 
Side Up' HCC/AOS x Paphiopedilum Pinocchio var. alba (Paphiopedilum glaucophyllum x Paphiopedilum 
primulinum) 'Green Giant' 
 
1st - BEST PAPH. AND BEST SPECIES!!  Paph. spicerianum var. giganteum 
____________________________ 
 
André Couture 
 
1st - Paphiopedilum Robinianum (Paphiopedilum lowii x Paphiopedilum parishii) 
 
2nd - Rhyncholaeliocattleya Duh's Fantasy (Rhyncholaeliocattleya Sally Taylor x Rhyncholaeliocattleya 
Duh's Orange) 'Mellow' FCC/AOS 
____________________________ 
 
Joyce Medcalf 
 
(no ribbon - so dry here that flowers collapsed) Restrepia portillae 'Marsh Hollow' CHM/AOS 
____________________________ 
 
Angèle Biljan 
 
2nd - Monnierara Millenium Magic 'Witchcraft' AM/AOS (Catanoches Midnight Jem x Mormodes sinuata) 
 
1st - Cattlianthe Sagarik Wax (Cattleya Summerland Girl x Cattlianthe Chocolate Drop) 
 
Fading badly, not entered - Rhyncholaeliocattleya Lucky Man 'Udom' 
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2nd - Phalaenopsis equestris var. coerulea 
 
1st - Phalaenopsis Zuma's Pixie 'Taida Little Cutie' (Phalaenopsis Carmela's Pixie x Phalaenopsis equestris) 
 
(No Ribbon) Phragmipedium Nicholle Tower (Phragmipedium dalessandroi x Phragmipedium longifolium) 
 
1st - Barbosella dusenii 
____________________________ 
 
Michael Barker 
 
3rd - Psychopsis Mendenhall 'Hildos' FCC/AOS (Psychopsis Butterfly x Psychopsis papilio) 
 
 
ECOS photos by Joyce Medcalf 
 

    

 

OOS Display at ECOS                                                 Paph. Spicerianum var. Giganteum 
3rd Place - Display of 6-15 plants                           Owner - Helgi Fatovic 

2nd Place - Visiting Society Class                            1st Place - Best Paph. and   
                                                                                                      Best Species 
 
Congratulations to Helgi and a big "Thank You" to Joyce Medcalf for taking the OOS display 
to Montreal! 
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OOS SHOW TABLE FOR OCTOBER 19, 2014 
 
  

CLASS JUDGED BY PLACE NAME OWNER 

Cattleya  
Judged by André Couture 

1st Rhyncattleanthe Burana Beauty Angèle Biljan 

2nd Cattleya Memoria Evelyn Light 'Neon Lip' Marilyn Light 

2nd Rhyncholaeliocattleya 'Green Genie' 
AM/AOS  

Angèle Biljan 

3rd Jackfowlieara (Syn. Iwanagara) 
Appleblossom 'Mendenhall' 

Helen Nitschkie 

Cypripedium Alliance 
Paphiopedilum  
Judged by Henry Steger 

1st Paphiopedilum helenae Patrick Boisvert 

2nd Paphiopedilum No Name Maria Martins 

Phragmipedium  
Judged by Henry Steger 

1st Phragmipedium Conchiferum 'New 
Version' 

Angèle Biljan 

2nd Phragmipedium Lutz Röllke Lanny Morry 

3rd Phragmipedium Hanne Popow 'PJ' Angèle Biljan 

Oncidium Alliance  
Judged by André Couture 

1st Oncidium Sharry Baby Angèle Biljan 

2nd Oncidium Sharry Baby Maria Martins 

3rd Oncostele (Syn. Odontocidium) 
Everglades Elegance HCC/AOS 

Geraldine Hebert 

Dendrobium Alliance  
Judged by André Couture 

1st Dendrobium bracteosum Helgi Fatovic 

Phalaenopsis/Doritaenopsis 
Judged by Henry Steger 

1st Phalaenopsis No Name Angèle Biljan 

2nd Phalaenopsis Zuma's Pixie 'Taida Little 
Critter' 

Angèle Biljan 

3rd Phalaenopsis Tying Shin Blue Jay Angèle Biljan 

Masdevallia & Affiliates 
Judged by André Couture 

1st Masdevallia constricta Patrick Boisvert 

Miscellaneous  
Judged by André Couture 

1st Gomesa (Syn. Ornithophora) radicans Angèle Biljan 

2nd Scaphyglottis prolifera  
(was Scaphyglottis cuneata) 

Marcel Carrière 

Best in Show  
Judged by André Couture & 
Henry Steger 

 Dendrobium bracteosum Helgi Fatovic 

Member's Choice  
Judged by Lanny Morry 

1st Paphiopedilum helenae Patrick Boisvert 

 

All orchid plant names with ** have been either corrected or updated as shown above, from the  
original information provided by the plant owner. Owners are requested to update or correct their  
plant name tags accordingly.  
 
Member's Choice comments:  
1.  Exquisite miniature Paph with perfect leaves and flower; flower shape very pleasing.  
2.  Beautiful miniature; very difficult to grow; a superb specimen plant; many flowers. 
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                      SHOW TABLE WINNERS FROM OCTOBER MEETING 

 

 
 Andre  Couture (judge) and Helgi Fatovic (grower) 
with Best of Show Table. 
                                                                
Dendrobium bracteosum 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
Patrick Boisvert (grower) and Andre  Couture 
(judge) with Member’s Choice. 
                                                         
 Paphiopedilum helenae 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 Dendrobium bracteosum is found in the mangrove forests of Papua and New 
Guinea at elevations of 0-700 meters. Plants grow in cool to warm temperatures 
with medium light. Keep plants moist and fertilize during growth season. During 
winter reduce watering until new shoots appear. Grow in a well- draining mix of 
sphagnum or medium fir bark.  
 

 
            
 Paphiopedilum helenae is found growing on limestone cliffs on mossy trees in  
Cao Bang Province in Vietnam at elevations of 600-850 meters. The area has heavy 
rains in summer and fog during the winter. Plants should be grown in bright light and 
intermediate temperatures. Pot in well draining mix such as medium bark and perlite. 
Water regularly every 4-5 days. To induce blooming, lower temperature and reduce 
watering during winter.       
                                                      



11 

 

Cattleya Alliance 
 
 
      1

st
 place                                                    2

nd
 place                                         2

nd
 place                                           3

rd
 place 

                           
 
Rhycattleanthe Burana Beauty.         C. Memoria Evelyn Light                      Rhyncholaeliocattleya ‘Green         Jackfowlieara Appleblossom 
Owner A Biljan.                                     ‘Neon Lip’. Owner M Light.                      Genie’ AM/AOS. Owner A Biljan.   ‘Mendenhall’.Owner H. Nitschkie.   

 
 
 

Cypripedium Alliance  
(Paphiopedilum)                   (Phragmipedium) 
 
               
    1

st
 place                                2

nd
 place                     1

st
 place                                         2

nd
 place                                     3

rd
 place                                                                                       

 

 
 
Paph.helenae.                      Paph. No Name.      Phrag. Conchiferum ‘New           Phrag. Lutz Rollke                      Phrag. Hanne Popow ‘PJ.’      
Owner P Boisvert.                Owner M Martins.   Version’. Owner A Biljan.            Owner L Morry.                          Owner A Biljan. 

 
 
 

Oncidium Alliance                                                            Dendrobium Alliance 
 
    
 
            1

st
 place                                     2

nd
 place                                       3

rd
 place                                        1

st
 place 

                 
 
Onc. Sharry Baby.                                Onc. Sharry Baby.                 Oncostele Everglades Elegance    Dendrobium bracteosum. 
Owner A Biljan.                                   Owner M Martins.                HCC/AOS. Owner G Hebert.          Owner H Fatovic. 
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Phalaenopsis Alliance 
 
              1

st
 place                                                        2

nd
 place                                                               3

rd
 place 

       
 
 Phalaenopsis No Name.                                  Phalaenopsis Zuma’s Pixie ‘Taida Little           Phalaenopsis Tying Shin Blue Jay .  
 Owner A Biljan.                                                Critter’.  Owner A Biljan.                                  Owner A Biljan. 
 
 
 
 

Masdevallia & Affiliates                                      Miscellaneous 
 
          1

st
 place                                                                                     1

st
 place                                                   2

nd
 place 

                                         
 
 Masdevallia constricta.                                                     Gomesa radicans.                                        Scaphyglottis prolifera.   
 Owner P Boisvert.                                                              Owner A Biljan.                                           Owner M Carrière. 
 
 
 

Show table photographs by Patrick Boisvert. 
 
 

IS THIS ON YOUR BUCKET LIST?? 
 

The good folks at the Orchid Species Preservation Foundation (OSPF) are organizing an orchid tour 
of Ecuador in January 2015, to be hosted by Ecuagenera, the renowned Ecuadorean orchid nursery. 
The tour lasts 12 days and includes rainforest walks and an in-depth look at orchid propagation in the 
Ecuagenera  facility. Cost is about $2000 which includes all meals, hotels and local transportation. Air fare 
to Ecuador is extra. 
Interested? Contact Dave Nixon (dnixon@shaw.ca) at the OSPF for details. 
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Black Rot  by Susan Jones    

(found in LOS News October 2014) 
 

A danger to orchids any time the weather is rainy 
or damp for extended periods, black rot can quickly 
destroy an entire plant if left unchecked. Caused by 
one or both of the fungi Pythium ultimum and 
Phytophthora cactorum, black rot affects a wide 
variety of orchids. Cattleyas seem to be particularly 
susceptible. Black rot moves quickly through a plant 
and can decimate an orchid collection if not 
treated. 
  
 
 
 
Life Cycle 

The fungi that cause black rot in orchids can live only in environments where water is available to them. 
They consist of spores capable of independent movement, called zoospores, which swim through the 
water. If that water happens to be sitting on an orchid leaf, the zoospores can penetrate the plant tissue 
and begin the next stage in their life cycle. At this point, the fungus develops a vegetative part or mycelium 
consisting of hyphae (thin, thread-like tubes), which spread quickly through the affected plant tissues. 
Once this occurs, the visible signs of infection - small, watery, translucent spots - expand quickly and 
change to brown and then black. Left untreated, the affected plant or plants may infect others and will 
probably die themselves. 
 
Symptoms 
When the fungus attacks seedlings, it is usually at the soil 
line. This can cause the little plants to topple and die, and 
is referred to as damping off. In mature plants, the 
disease can strike at any point on the plant (leaves, 
pseudobulbs or roots), but often starts in new leaves or 
growing leads, and progresses downward through 
the plant until reaching the roots.  
 
As it’s name implies, black rot shows up as dark blackish 
spots or lesions on the affected plant part. The black 
spot or spots enlarge rapidly and can spread throughout the plant. If allowed to reach the crown of a 
monopodial (single stemmed) orchid, the rot will kill the plant. Affected leaves may turn yellow around the 
infected area, and the lesions themselves will be soft and exude water when pressure is applied. Black rot 
is easily spread by splashing water. 
 
Prevention 
Unsterilized pots, media or water sources, as well as water splashed from affected plants nearby, are all 
excellent means of spreading the fungus. In addition, plants that spend time outdoors should be elevated 
3 to 4 feet (90 to 120 cm) above the ground to avoid splash contamination. Do not allow your orchids' 
leaves to remain wet for any extended periods. Good air circulation in the growing area is key, and can 
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help plants dry quickly after watering or rains. The addition of a fan or fans to the growing area can 
improve the airflow and help prevent rots. At first signs of infection, segregate all affected plants to avoid 
contaminating healthy plants. Finally, some growers recommend the use of a high-calcium fertilizer in the 
spring to help avoid black rot in new growth. 
 
Mechanical Treatment 
To stop the spread of black rot in your orchid, begin with a sterile knife and cut out the diseased portion of 
the plant. Remove all infected plant material, taking out a small amount of healthy tissue bordering the 
infected area as a safety precaution. Examine the cut portion carefully. It is sometimes possible, especially 
in pseudobulbs, to see a brownish discoloration extending into the interior of tissue that appears healthy 
on the surface. In sympodial (many-stemmed) plants such as a cattleya, it may be necessary to cut below 
the leaves  and into the pseudobulb to stop the spread of the disease. If the plant is badly infected, cut into 
the rhizome, growth by growth, until you reach healthy tissue. For a monopodial orchid such as a vanda or 
phalaenopsis, remove the infected portion of the leaf, or the entire leaf if necessary, to halt the spread of 
the fungus before it reaches the crown. Place the plant in an area that receives good air circulation to 
allow the cut to dry. 
 
Chemical Treatment 
Once the infected plant parts have been removed, a fungicide should be applied to protect the remaining 
healthy tissue. Cinnamon is an excellent fungicide, and ground cinnamon may be applied straight from the 
spice jar directly to the exposed area where infected portions of the plant have been excised. First Rays 
Orchids also recommends mixing cinnamon with either casein-based glue (such as Elmer's) or cooking oil 
to form a thick paste. This paste is fairly waterproof and can be used to cover the wound. Another poultice 
that was developed specifically for use on orchids is StopRot. The product contains a Bordeaux mixture in 
lanolin. The Bordeaux, a mixture of copper sulfate and lime, has fungicidal properties. The lanolin seals the 
wound to keep moisture out. 
 
Whatever method is chosen, be sure to cover all of the exposed (cut) area with the fungicide or sealant, so 
that no new infection can be introduced to the open wound. 
 
Drenching the affected plant with fungicide is also an option. Drenches of a protectant fungicide such as 
Truban or Terrazole are recommended if the disease is diagnosed early. For more advanced cases, a 
systemic fungicide such as Aliette or Subdue is more effective. Captan, Dithane M-45 and Physan 20 have 
also been recommended by some growers for control of black rot. 
 
To protect seedlings against damping off, water with the fungicide of choice (at the dilution rate for 
seedlings specified in the product's instructions) as soon as they are deflasked and potted in compots. 
 
Afterward, treat with a preventive fungicide at two-week intervals. 
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Editor’s Wrap Up 
 
Well, that’s it for November....I hope to see you at the Chinese dinner social on November 22. This will be 
a great opportunity to make new friends and talk orchid-talk. Don’t forget to bring your wallets to the 
November meeting...I hear that Laurent will be bringing lots of potting supplies as well as around 300 
orchids! I’m looking forward to Andre  ’s talk on Broughtonias too, one doesn’t hear about this genera very 
often....See you on the 16th. 
 
Last but not least, a big thank you to Patrick and Joyce for the excellent photographs and the “editor 
behind the scenes” Arlene Lang, for her help in correcting all my mistakes in grammar, punctuation and 
everything in between.  
 
Janet Johns 


