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The Ottawa Orchid Society meets every third Sunday of  

every month from September to May inclusive  
at 1:30 P.M. at the Tom Brown Arena, 141 Bayview, Ottawa.  

Guests are welcome. 
 

MEMBERSHIP: $25 from September 1 - August 31. 
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BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

President / Editor:  

Rick Sobkowicz  

613-825-0827 / ricksobkowicz@rogers.com 

Vice President:  

Gerry Duffield  

819-684-8487 / G.J.Duffield@sympatico.ca 

Treasurer:  

André Couture  

613-233-7335 / andrec.couture@sympatico.ca 

Secretary:  

Janet Johns  

613-749-0614 / johnjns@sympatico.ca 

Membership:  

Teresa Lafleur  

613-726-1477 / jelliss.lafleur@primus.ca 

Librarian:  

Jane Thompson 

613-839-0071 / jhmthompson@yahoo.ca 

Program:  

Julie Mertens  

819-684-5311 / julie_mertens@videotron.ca 

Show Chairman / Webmaster:  

David Cooper 

613-256-2853 / orchidae@allstream.net 

Publicity:  

Richard Aubert 

613-728-9890 / raubert@sympatico.ca 

Past President:  

Anna Bilsky  

613-728-4202 / humbil@primus.ca 

COC Representative:  

Jean Hollebone 

613-226-2395 / jhollebone@sympatico.ca 

AOS Representative:  

Margaret Haydon  

613-825-0827 

Conservation Representative:  

Marilyn Light 

819-776-2655 / mlight@igs.net 

This month’s meeting… 
 

Sunday, November 18, 2007 @ 1:30 p.m. 
Tom Brown Arena, 141 Bayview, Ottawa 

 
Annual Ottawa Orchid Society Auction 

 

This month we are having our annual AUCTION!  Everyone is 
invited to bring items (orchid related) to be auctioned, from plants 

(divisions, seedlings, etc.) to books to growing materials and 
orchid art work. Of course, we welcome people coming with 

coins, bills, and cheques to buy all this stuff. Bring your friends 
and anyone who loves auctions. There will be deals to be had 

and we will do our best to make you enjoy the afternoon. 
Marilyn Light and Rick Sobkowicz will be the auctioneers, and 
Diane Aubry will once again take on the challenge of managing 
the auction. Money collected will be used to support a number of 

Society activities. 
 

Orchids 101 
 

Orchids 101 for beginners (and those looking for a refresher) 
begins at 12:30 p.m. sharp. November’s topic is “Getting to 

Know You”. This topic will explore how we should learn about 
orchids and how to observe plants before purchase and while 

they are in our care. Getting to Know our Orchids will contribute 
to their successful culture and flowering. 

 
And don’t forget to bring your blooming orchids to our monthly 

show table. 
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A NOTE FROM THE PRESIDENT (AND EDITOR) 
 
Things are moving fast and furious due to the great and enthusiastic team of Society members on the 
Board and our other Society committee groups working to make the Society an exciting, meaningful, and 
relevant organization. This month is our first month when Society members will not be getting their Spike 
in the mail except for approximately 10 members who do not have access to the Internet and have asked 
to receive Spike by mail. Thanks to everyone who is working with us to take advantage of the new 
technology. We can now load up Spike with all kinds of great photographs to accompany our articles and 
news information to make Spike more interesting for you. This was not done earlier as long as we were 
producing photocopies because of the high cost of color printing (when going through a commercial 
outlet) and the loss of detail with photographs when making a photocopy of a photocopy. The images 
you will see in the newsletter on the Society website will be sharp and vivid. If members have 
photographs that they would like to share with other Society members through the newsletter, send these 
in to your editor. They can be photos of your favorite orchid, or anything else that would be of interest to 
other orchid members. Please, no pictures of your first grandchild unless s/he is holding a great looking 
orchid or is the youngest person to get an FCC/AOS award! 
 
The Eastern Canada Orchid Society (ECOS) orchid show in Montreal was just wonderful. The exhibits 
seemed to be much smaller than what has been displayed in past years, but there were great quality 
plants in the exhibits and the size of the exhibits made it very easy to get up very close to view 
everything and get some great pictures. Action in the vendors’ sales area was incredible. I arrived when 

the show first opened and was the only person proceeding 
to where the exhibits were on display while everyone else 
made a rush in the opposite direction where the vendors 
were located. The Ottawa Orchid Society display looked 
great and Marcel Carrière and André Couture did a 
wonderful job putting the exhibit together. The ECOS exhibit 
was very dramatic with great props involving crates and a 
good size Egyptian sarcophagus of Philip the Pharaoh. The 
display was a collaborative effort involving different ECOS 
members who used their different skills and talents to pull 
together a really eye catching exhibit. There were a lot of 
beautiful orchids at this show. My favorite was one found in 
Gary Schreiber’s (Schreibers Orchids) display, an Lc. C.G. 
Roebling corrulea "Beechview" (see picture at left). This was 

a beautiful and elegant looking orchid with large clear colored orchid blooms at the end of each flower 
spike. The photo here is not of the plant in Gary’s exhibit but an excellent example of what his plant 
looked. 
 
Things are going very well putting things together for the Canadian Orchid Congress (COC) events to be 
held in conjunction with our annual show in April. We have a series of great speakers tentatively lined up 
to give lectures during the weekend of our show and the Saturday night banquet will be a “must attend” 
soiree. A live and silent auction is being planned and we hope to have some great things expressly 
donated and purchased for this auction to raise funds for the COC and our own Society.  A growing 
number of Society members are planning to attend the 19th World Orchid Congress to be held in Miami, 
Florida this coming Jan.23-27th and some members will be buying special orchids not commonly 
available locally to donate for this Saturday night auction. You will have to attend the banquet to be able 
to bid. More details to be announced as things get finalized. 
 
Hope to see you at the November meeting!  
 
Rick Sobkowicz 
 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 
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MEMBERS’ CORNER 
 
Of the approximate 140-150 members in the Society, Theresa Lafleur reports that about 56 members 
have not yet renewed their memberships. If you are one of those who would like to remain a member 
and have not already done so, it would be greatly appreciated if you could submit your dues at the 
earliest. You will save Theresa a lot of unnecessary work contacting people and revising the membership 
list with your prompt payment.   
 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 
 
 

SHOW TABLE JUDGING RESULTS – October 21, 2007 
 

Alliance Prize-winning plants Grower 

CATTLEYA, 
judged by Henry Steger 

1st prize:  Prosthechea cochleata  Jane Thompson 

CYMBIDIUM, 
judged by Henry Steger 

1st Prize:  Cym. Pipeta Janet Johns 

DENDROBIUM, 
judged by Michael Lum 

3rd prize:  Den. Magic Doll Maria Martins 

1st prize:  Odm. Violetta Von Holm Rita Shand ONCIDIUM, 
judged by Michael Lum 2nd prize:  Brassada Orange Delight Rita Shand 

1st prize:  Paph. (Sukhakulii x adductum) Steve Levick PAPHIOPEDILUM, 
judged by Michael Lum 2nd prize  Paph. Berenice Janet Johns 

1st prize: Phal. Golden Peoker ‘BL’ Helgi Fatovic PHALAENOPSIS, 
judged by Henry Steger 2nd prize: Phal. Sogo Grape Steve Levick 

VANDA, 
judged by Henry Steger 

1st prize: Ascda. Princess Mikasa Maria Martins 

LYCASTE, 
judged by Michael Lum 

1st prize: Paphinia Majestic Helgi Fatovic 

MASDEVALLIA, 
judged by Michael Lum 

3rd prize: Masd. (datura x Myra) Uli Schmidt 

1st prize: Cycnoches loddigesii Margaret Haydon 

2nd prize: Bollopetalum Midnight Blue David Kalb 

MISCELLANEOUS, 
judged by Michael Lum 

3rd prize: Pesc. (Star Sapphire x Painted Lady) Rita Shand 

 
Our MEMBER’S CHOICE, judged by Linda Schopf, is Cycnoches 
loddigesii grown by Margaret Haydon.  Our judge commented on the 
unusual flower shape, the scent, and the difficulty in growing and 
blooming this orchid. 
 
And, finally, the BEST OF SHOW TABLE choice by Michael Lum and 
Henry Steger is Paphinia Majestic grown by Helgi Fatovic (see picture at 
right, taken by Janet Johns). 
 

Show table coordinator: Jean Hollebone 
 
(Note: For those of you viewing this newsletter on our website, be sure to check out page 11, which 
features pictures of plants on our show table.  They’re not to be missed! 
 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 
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OCTOBER MEETING 
 
The presentation given by Gerry Duffield was quite informative and of considerable interest to quite a 
number of Society members thinking of building a grow stand (the photo of the grow stand constructed 
by Gerry (in photo, right) below was taken by Richard Aubert at the meeting).  Here is a breakdown of 
the materials Gerry used and the approximate cost: 
 

4 pieces of 2” x 3” x8’ finger-joint studding $ 8.00 
6 pieces of 1” x 3” x 8’ strapping $ 10.00 
6 pieces 12” x 4’ white wire shelving $ 41.00 
1 piece ½” x 2’ x 4’ plywood $ 12.00 
2 pieces 1½” x 18” piano hinge (brass or aluminum is best) $ 6.00 
1 box (100 pces.) 2” #8 coated socket-head deck screws $ 7.00 
2 packets ½” #5 flat socket head screws (about 30) $ 3.00 
Small packet of 2” nylon zip-ties (6) $ 1.00 
Packet of 1” common nails $ 1.00 
8 (or more) fluorescent fixtures T8 two lamp $ 160.00 
1 “contractor pack” T8 cool white lamps (10) $ 28.00 
1 “contractor pack” T8 warm white (daylight) lamps (10) $ 34.00 
7 yards (metres) light weight (4 gauge) uncalandered 

, clear vinyl 54” wide $ 16.00 
2 power bars, one packet ¾” #6 round head screws $ 12.00 
12 volt fan and 9 volt power supply $ 10.00 
Small fountain pump, either 12 volt or 115 volt $ 20.00 

Total $ 369.00 
 
As mentioned at the meeting, a good source in Ottawa for the small fans (muffin fans) is Princess Auto 
Surplus Centre located on 1302 Ages Drive at Hawthorne Road, Ottawa (tel: (613) 247-1651). Their 
hours are: Mon to Fri: 8:00 a.m. – 8:00 p.m.; Saturday: 8:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m. and Sunday: 9:00 a.m. – 
5:00 p.m.). The volt power units are sold at very cheap prices at Value Village outlets and such other 
stores.  
 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 
 
 

SOCIETY BULLETIN BOARD 
 

VOLUNTEER HOSTS AND HOSTESSES NEEDED 
In recent months, we have been lucky enough to have some great out-of-town speakers, 
including Bill Thoms this past September. To bring down the cost of these speakers, instead 
of having them stay at a hotel, one of the members of the Society boards them in their home 
the Saturday night before our meeting and the night of our meeting.  If you have a guest room 
and would be interested in hosting one of our out-of-town speakers, please contact Julie 
Mertens at (613) 323-0460.   
 

VISIT TO THE MONTREAL BOTANICAL GARDENS 
We are pleased to announce that our bus trip to the Montreal Botanical Gardens on 
February 23, 2008 is now confirmed and our bus full.  We will be collecting the second half of 
the cost starting at our December meeting. 
 

GROUP ORDERS 
With the popularity of our group order from Carter and Holmes earlier this fall, we are 
considering organizing a second group order from another vendor in a few months.  Please 
feel free to e-mail any recommendations for vendors or any plant preferences for group 
orders to our Program Chair, Julie Mertens, at julie_mertens@videotron.ca. 
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PROGRAM CHANGES 
 
As any orchidist knows, nothing ever stays the same, including our annual program.  Of course, change 
can sometimes be a good thing! 
 
In December, along with our Christmas Social, we will have the honour of having as our speaker Norito 
Hasegawa, of Paphanatics UnLimited, located in Santa Ana, California. Paphanatics has been 
specializing in Paphiopedilums since 1975. Norito has been collecting, growing and studying orchids for 
over 30 years, while also working as a dentist. His involvement has been at many levels, as a hobbyist, 
author and commercial grower. His interest lies mainly in the hybridization of Paphiopedilums and also 
the propagation of the Paphiopedilum species. He is an accredited AOS Judge with cross qualifications 
as a CSA (Cymbidium Society of America) Judge. He is also a former trustee of The American Orchid 
Society and currently serves on the Board of Directors of the Orchid Digest Corporation. He travels 
internationally to keep orchid fanatics up to date on Paphiopedilum happenings.  More information about 
his presentation along with a pre-order list will be available in our next issue of Spike. 
 
Nina Rach is unable to attend our January 2008 meeting.  Mario Ferrusi from Marsh Hollow Orchids will 
be speaking instead.  Mario is an entertaining speaker and always brings such lovely plants.  (P.S. Are 
there any volunteers to keep me away from his Masdevallias? I can never resist the amazing colours…) 
 
Our May 2008 speaker remains to be confirmed.  Please be sure to check back on our website, where 
we keep an up-to-date program listing. 
 
Julie Mertens 
 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 
 
 

UPCOMING EVENTS 
 
Nov.17 Montreal AOS Judging, Montreal Botanical Garden, 4101 Sherbrooke St. East (& 

Pie IX Blvd.), 1:00 pm, contact person: Howard Ginsberg, 514-878-1900 or  
514-871-0205, e-mail: orchids@bedfordorchids.com. 
 

Nov. 18 Annual Ottawa Orchid Society (OOS) Auction 
 

Nov. 24-25 Schreibers Orchids are having an Open House, from 10:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m., 
280 Zephyr Road, Zephyr, Ontario, telephone: 905-473-3405, map location 
available at: www.yvonnesorchidfancy.com. 
 

Nov. 25 The Kingston Orchid Society is holding their monthly meeting this Sunday at 
2:00 p.m. at the Portsmouth Olympic Harbour, 53 Yonge Street. Doug Kennedy of 
Orchids in Our Tropics is the guest speaker and he will give a slide presentation 
on the historical and current breeding of Miltoniopsis.  He will also cover culture, 
including some tricks to maintain the humidity that they need to stave off the 
accordion pleating of their leaves.  (For a map to get to the meeting, click on 
http://www.kingstonorchidsociety.ca/meetings.htm.) 
 

Dec.1 Toronto Centre AOS Judging, 1:00pm, Toronto Botanical Garden, Edwards 
Gardens, 777 Lawrence Avenue East, Toronto. Contact person: Mario Ferrusi,  
905-892-4187, e-mail: mferrusi@sympatico.ca. 
 

Dec. 16 Ottawa Orchid Society Christmas Social – special guest speaker, Norito 
Hasegawa of Paphanatics unLtd. of California. 
 

Jan. 20, 2008 Mario Ferrusi from Marsh Hollow Orchids is the new scheduled speaker. Topic to 
be announced 
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Jan.23-27, 2008 19th World Orchid Congress, Miami Florida, http://www.19WOC.com/.  
Registration packets can be obtained by contacting registration@19woc.com or 
calling 786-621-9962. 
 

Feb. 9-10, 2008 The Southern Ontario Orchid Society (SOOS) Show at the Toronto Botanical 
Garden, Edwards Gardens, 777 Lawrence Avenue East, Toronto. Show hours: 
Saturday: 11:00-5:00pm; Sunday: Photographers only: 9:00-11:00am; public: 
11:00-5:00pm. Website: http://www.soos.ca/. 
 

Feb. 17, 2008 Ottawa Orchid Society Monthly Meeting: A Recap of the 19th World Orchid 
Congress, with a very special plant raffle. 
 

Feb. 23, 2008 Day bus trip by OOS to Montreal Botanical Gardens 
 

Mar. 15-16, 2008 30th Annual London Orchid Society Show and Sale, Western Fair Grounds, 
Special Events Building, 900 King Street, London, Ontario, website:  
http://los.lon.imag.net/shows.asp. Show times: Sat. 12:00-5:00 pm; Sunday, 8:00-
10:00am artists and photographers only; public: 10:00-5:00pm.  Show chair: 
Jo-Anne Eadie, telephone: 519-471-4643, e-mail: labs.kilworth@sympatico.ca. 
 

Mar. 16, 2008 Michael MacConaill, our expert AOS photographer in residence, will present 
Orchid Photography 101, just in time for you to practice your photography skills for 
the orchid show season! 
 

Mar.29-30, 2008 Orchidexpo, CEGEP de Maisonneuve, 2700 Ave. Bourbonniere (& Sherbrooke), 
Montreal.  More details to be announced. 
 

April 19-20, 2008 The Annual Toronto Artistic Orchid Association Show, Chinese Cultural Centre, 
5183 Sheppard Ave. East, (Markham Road), Contact person: Louisa Fung, 
louisafung@rogers.com, telephone: 416-292-9203.  Website: http://www.taoa.ca. 
 

April 20, 2008 Henry Steger, a past President of the Ottawa Orchid Society, will speak on Local 
Orchids – who says you have to go far to see new orchids? 
 

April 26-27, 2008 27th Ottawa Orchid Society Annual Show and Sale in conjunction with the COC 
Annual Meeting and Symposium, Nepean Sportsplex, 1701 Woodroffe Ave., 
Ottawa, Ontario. Show Chair: David Cooper, e-mail: orchidae@allstream.net 
http://www.ottawaorchidsociety.com. Show times: Sat. 12:00-5:00 pm; Sunday: 
9:00-5:00 pm. 

 
* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 

 
 

COMMENTS FROM ORCHIDBABIES NEWSLETTER 
 

Paphiopedilum Repotting Hint 
 

If you purchase a plant that has sphagnum moss for its media, realize that this is only a temporary 
mix that is used to increase humidity.  However, it is not good for a permanent culture. After blooming 
then, cut off the stem just above the leaves, and repot your Paph into your normally preferred mix - which 
ideally would be a bark type which would give the roots the vital aeration they require.  The new 
growth should soon form, and will carry next year's bloom.  In fact, it may have started already, and the 
old flower will die off gradually.  Paphs enjoy being root-bound, so when the old mix has been removed 
and you have, at the same time, removed any dead, soft roots, you will find that the old pot once 
cleaned, will be the perfect size to reuse again for the next 12 months!  
 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 
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OTTAWA ORCHID SOCIETY (OOS) ANNUAL SHOW 
 
The Show Committee is scheduled to hold its first meeting this coming Tuesday, November 27 starting at 
7:00 p.m. at the McNabb Center (189 Percy Street). Almost all the show committee members who were 
involved last year have volunteered to continue with their responsibilities, which is great news and makes 
the organizing and running of our show a much easier task (see the list of our 2008 Show Committee 
members below).  However, some positions were vacant last year or have become so and we need 
Society members to look after show security, the Ottawa Orchid Society display, hospitality, and 
providing a tour of the show. If you would like to volunteer for any of these roles, please see either Dave 
Cooper the Show Chairman, or Rick Sobkowicz, Show Co-Chair. The work is not difficult and we have 
information on hand to share with you so that you know what needs to be done.  We hope to have all the 
positions taken care of before the first show committee meeting is convened. Thanks to all the folks who 
have stepped forward to help out.  If there are members who would like to help out during the show in 
any sort of capacity, please let the Show chairs know or feel free to contact the committee person who is 
looking after the activity in which you have an interest. The Show Committee List is given below. 
Volunteers helping out with the show are admitted free to the show and enjoy other privileges connected 
with the show. “It pays to be a volunteer”. 
 
POSITION VOLUNTEER PHONE EMAIL 
Chair Dave Cooper 613-256-2853 orchidae@allstream.net  
Co-Chair Rick Sobkowicz 613-825-0827 

613-231-0748 
ricksobkowicz@rogers.com  

Admissions Sylvie Girard 613-725-9304 sylviegirard@msn.com  
AOS Photography  Michael MacConaill 819-776-2655 mmacconaill@igs.net 
Art Gallery Jane Logan 613-830-9403 jane@loganstrategy.ca  
Chief Clerk Helene Martin 613-829-6613 ihmartin@sympatico.ca 
Decoration/theme Julie Mertens 613-323-0460 julie_mertens@videotron.ca 
Draw Janet Johns 613-749-0614 johnjns@sympatico 
Florists Rick Sobkowicz See above ricksobkowicz@rogers.com  
Fragrance Exhibit Ann Smutylo 613-729-6844 asmutylo@magma.ca  
Hospitality Anna Bilsky 613-728-4202 humbil@magma.ca   
Judges Lunch 
Judges 

Marcel Carriere 613-673-1807 chipwendover@videotron.ca  

Layout Dave Cooper 613-256-2853 orchidae@allstream.net  
Membership/sales Theresa Lafleur 613-726-1477 jellis.lafleur@primus.ca  
OOS Exhibit    
OOS Plant Sales Julie Mertens 613-323-0460 

819-684-5311 
mertej@parl.gc.ca 
julie_mertens@videotron.ca  

Plant Doctor Lanny Morry 613-826-0251 lannymorry@gmail.com 
Plant Exhibits/Vendors Rick Sobkowicz 613-825-0827 

613-231-0748 
ricksobkowicz@rogers.com  

Poster, Printing and 
Publicity 

Geraldine Hebert ** 613-521-4460 hebert.geraldine@gmail.com  

Registration Henry Steger 
Ann Midgley 

613-226-2395 hsteger@eisa.com  

Ribbons and Awards Gerry Duffield 819-684-8487 g.j.duffield@sympatico.ca   
Security    
Set up/Take down Michael Barker 613-225-8290 

613 957-0991  
m_barker@sympatico.ca  

Show Tours    
Signs John Gaskill 613-748-4780 j.gaskill@sympatico.ca  
Treasurer Andre Couture 613-233-7335 andrec.couture@sympatico.ca 
Website Photography Rick Czapelka 819-684-9518 rickczapelka@hotmail.com  
** Note: Geraldine may only be available until early March 
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OOS RESULTS AT ECOS SHOW IN MONTREAL, OCT.27-28, 2007 
 
Sincere thanks go to Marcel Carrière and André Couture for collecting plants from members and 
driving down to Montreal to erect the Ottawa Orchid Society exhibit at the ECOS show. Thanks also to 
Glenn Hansen who came down Friday night and gave Marcel and André a hand to set up. They did a 
wonderful job putting the exhibit together and got a 2nd place ribbon for a display with 16 to 25 plants, 
and a 3rd place ribbon for a visiting orchid society exhibit. Given the high calibre of competition, this 
ribbon placing is quite an accomplishment. Thanks are also extended to the following Society members 
who contributed plants for the Society exhibit: Michael Barker, Angéle Biljan, George Cook, Helgi 
Fatovic, Margaret Haydon, Janet Johns, Steve Levick, Michael Lum, and Jane Thompson.  Of 20 
plants in the exhibit, 12 received ribbons with 2 additional ribbons awarded for the display. Here are the 
ribbon winners: 
 
1st Place Ribbons: Zlm. Midas ‘Willow Pond’ – George Cook> 

Paph. spicerianum var. gigantum – Margaret Haydon  
Paph. (sukhakulii x adductum) – Steve Levick 
Cyc. Wine Delight ‘J.E.W.’ – Michael Lum 

 
2nd Place Ribbons: Paph. F.C. Puddle – Michael Barker 

Paph. (Blood Clot x Hampshire Raven) – Michael Barker 
Phal. Golden Peoker ‘BL’ – Helgi Fatovic 

 
3rd Place Ribbons: Den. Winter Frost - Angéle Biljan 

Cyc. Wine Delight – Helgi Fatovic 
Phrag. Lutz Rollke – Helgi Fatovic 
Cym. Pipeta – Janet Johns 
Paph. Berenice – Janet Johns 

 
Congratulations to everyone and thank you for your participation! 
 
Another one of our members, Marilyn Light, had an excellent showing of her plants which were 
displayed in the ECOS exhibit as it was too late to include her plants with the Ottawa Orchid display.  
Marilyn Light is a member of ECOS and was able to work her orchids in beautifully with the ECOS 
exhibit. Here are Marilyn’s results: 
 
Den. lowii - 1st; Best Dendrobium; Best plant in the ECOS exhibit 
Milt. Ken Peterson - 1st 
Epi. Pink Cascade - 2nd 
Zoo. trivalve - 2nd 
Max. variabilis - 2nd 
Epi. Limeade - 3rd 
Masd. Malcolm - 3rd 
Lc. Mem. Evelyn Light - 3rd 
 
Additionally, Zootrophion trivalve 'Lemon Drops' received a CHM/AOS - 80 points. This miniature 
pleurothallid had 10 straw yellow blooms, with 3 stems carrying 2 flowers each. 
 
Another member of our Society, Angéle Biljan, who had plants in the Ottawa Orchid Society display, 
also had a personal exhibit as a participating vendor. Of the nine plants in this exhibit, Angéle’s plants 
won 5 ribbons: 
 
1st - Paphiopedilum (Maudiae 'Our boy' x rothschildianum 'Robin' FCC/AOS) 
2nd - Brassavola David Sander 
3rd - Oncidium Saint Dawn Gold 
3rd - Cattleya Maxima  
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3rd - Zygoneria 'Maverick' 
 
Congratulations, Marilyn and Angéle!  Some other Society members had their own personal displays but 
did not send your editor the results of their success so we are unable to report on how they did.  
 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 
 
 

LATEST ON PHRAG. KOVACHII BREEDING 
 

 
 
The photo on the left shows the size of a typical Phrag. kovachii bloom. 
Can an orchid flower ever be too big?  I think we are approaching that 
limit.  
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
The orange flower (see photo on the right) is Phrag. besseae (‘Peru 4n’ x 
‘Ecuador 4n’) from H.P. Norton. This is a mature plant and the flower 
measures between 10 and 11cm. This Phrag. besseae was crossed with a 
Phrag. kovachii clone to produce the flower in the next photograph below it. 
This is a first time blooming seedling and the flower width is 11 cm. and the 
flower is still opening.  As the plant matures, the flower will get larger.  HP 
Norton is disappointed with the color result as it lacks the color intensity of 
Phrag. besseae and the purple from Phrag. kovachii. He has other 
seedlings ready to bloom and anything can happen. You decide if you like 
what you see.  
 
 
 
 
 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 
 
 
OOS MEMBER IS BREEDING ORCHIDS 
One of our members who is unable to attend our monthly meetings due to other commitments is quietly 
working in the Manotick countryside breeding orchids and pursuing other interests of a country 
gentleman. According to a source quite close to Mick Morry, Mick is in the process of registering his 
third orchid with the Royal Horticultural Society (RHS) in the United Kingdom. His first was named after 
his grandmother (a BLc.), his second after his mother, Lanny Morry, and his third, a Phragmipedium, is 
being named Phrag. Cameron Watters who is the first person to bloom the seedlings successfully.  It 
ONLY took 7 years from pod to sequential!  Congratulations Mick on your efforts and it is a wonderful 
tribute to Cameron to name this Phragmipedium after him. For members who may not be acquainted 
with Cameron, he is an ardent paph. and phrag. grower who was responsible for the Art Galleria at our 
show for a number of years before handing this responsibility over to Jane Logan who currently is 
responsible for the Art Galleria.  
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Orchids 101 
 

The Light Effect 
 

Marilyn H.S. Light 
October 2007 

 
 
Why LIGHT? 
Plants use light as a source of energy (photosynthesis) and to control many life processes including 
vegetative growth and flowering. 
 
 
Quantity of LIGHT 
Plants need light to grow. Most orchids need bright diffuse light but the quantity needed will vary with the 
kind of orchid. Too much light will burn leaves or retard growth whereas too little will not support growth 
and flowers may be affected. Too much light may heat the leaf tissue or cause the foliage to become 
uncharacteristically red. Low light Paphiopedilums, medium light Phalaenopsis and high Light Vandas 
can be grown together by placing the plants at differing distances from the light source. Ensure that you 
vary the day length exposure over the year. Twelve hours continual darkness in winter and 8 hours 
continual darkness in summer is a reasonable goal. 
 
 
Quality of LIGHT? 
Plants need a complete light spectrum such as sunlight which is composed of different colours/wave 
lengths. Blue light is especially important to keep a plant compact and red light, to sense the light and 
dark periods. A day length signal is perceived by a receptor system found in the foliage. The signal is in 
the red-far red light range. Moonlight has no effect but incandescent street light, security lights or even a 
short bout of flashlight every night can disrupt the sensing mechanism.  
 
For an excellent presentation of this subject: http://www.biologie.uni-hamburg.de/b-online/e30/30.htm  
 
Various parts of the spectrum are used by a plant for photosynthesis. Sunlight is best but if this is not 
possible, artificial light can suffice. Cool white fluorescent tubes lack red light whereas tubes designed to 
illuminate plants will have some red light. Always look for a balanced light source. 
 
 
LIGHT sources? 
Sunlight is the cheapest but we can supplement sunlight with artificial light ranging from fluorescent 
tubes to high pressure sodium or high intensity metal halide lamps. Consider electrical and safety 
requirements including ground fault protection and how to use or vent heat produced by lamp ballasts. 
Too much heat can be a challenge as fans needed to remove hot air will also dry the growing area. 
However, ballast heat can help supplement house heating in winter.    
http://www.hydroponix.com/en/html_en/lighting_products.html  
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Both of these pictures feature Brassada Orange Delight (ada 
aurantiaca x Brs. Mary Traub), grown by Rita Shand.  This plant won a 
2nd place ribbon in the Oncidium Alliance.  Brassada Orange Delight 
is an inter-generic hybrid and has the “spider” flower look to it which is 
a characteristic of Brassia flowers. Brilliant sprays of orange flowers 
make this a unique orchid. These types of inter-generic pseudobulb 
plants are great for beginner or experienced orchid growers. Easy to 
grow and re-bloom! 
 
The picture above right was taken by Janet Johns, while the picture 
above left was taken by Richard Aubert. 

The picture above (taken by Richard Aubert) features 
Phal. Golden Peoker 'BL', grown by Helgi Fatovic and which 
won the coveted 1st place ribbon in the Phalaenopsis 
Alliance.  This striking plant shows the characteristic spotting 
of “Harlequin Phalaenopsis”. 

The picture on the left 
was taken by Janet 
Johns and features 
Prosthechea cochleata, 
grown by Jane 
Thompson. It won a 
1st. place ribbon in the 
Cattleya Alliance.  
 
This popular orchid is 
also known by the 
nickname Cockleshell or 
Clamshell Orchid 
because of the 
resemblance of the 
shape of the lip and the 
lines on it to a 
clamshell. This is a 
very rewarding plant 
which will bloom for 
several months (from 
September through 
May) with two to four 
flowers open at a time 
sequentially. 


