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ODG:  Orchids Discussion Group

OOS:  Ottawa Orchids Society  
 

This Month’s Activities at a Glance 
 
May 5, 2021 at 7:00 p.m.:  Orchids Discussion Group (ODG) meeting.  
 
May 6-9, 2021:  Virtual Show Table photo submission. 
 
May 16, 2021 at 1:30 p.m.:  Tom Etheridge will talk about Odontoglossum culture.  
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President’s Message 

 
Spring is now well and truly under way, despite the snow we had a few days ago! 
I have been watching the various Spring wildflowers (see below) as they emerge, 
and I always find this time of year gives me a feeling of optimism after our 
seemingly endless Winters. No wild orchids just yet of course, but they will be 
with us in another month or so. I hope you also feel the same sense of optimism 
– this year particularly optimism has become an “essential service” to help us get 
through the lockdowns and other restrictions that have been with us for so long!  

I hope you enjoyed our April meeting with the talk about Orchids of Tibet from 
Thomas Mirenda. It was very interesting to see the different slipper orchids and others that grow 
there, as well as the work being done to propagate them in the nursery. Tibet is such a distant land 
that I am sure few if any of our members have been able to visit there, so it was great to see some 
of the local people and landscape! For our May meeting we will have Thomas Etheridge speaking 
about Odontoglossums, also something we don’t hear about very often. This will be our last meeting 
of the season so don’t miss it! 

For our April Show Table, we had a total of 39 entries from 11 members, and I hope to see as 
many or more for the May Show Table, which will be the last of this season. Thanks as always to 
our Show Table judges Marie-Josée Bergeron, André Couture, Jean Hollebone, Joyce Medcalf and 
Scott de Vito for reviewing all the entries and selecting the winning plants, and thanks to Pat 
Boisvert for judging the best photography. Thanks also to Joyce for checking and correcting the 
plant names where needed, and I hope members remember to update their records. You can see 
the photos of the winning entries starting on pages 10-18.  

Dave Cooper 

 

  

Photo by: Dave Cooper Photo by: Dave Cooper 
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Tentative Program for 2021 (all talks will be held at 1:30 p.m.) 

 
May 16, 2021 at 1:30 p.m.:  
 
Speaker:  Tom Etheridge 
 
Topic:  Odontoglossum, Masdevallias and Draculas  
 

Speaker Background:  Tom Etheridge, an orchid specialist from Corvallis, Oregon is our guest 
speaker for May. Tom is no stranger to the Society as he has visited us several times before. His 
lectures have always been entertaining and informative. However, if you were to see him now, you 
may not recognize him as since his last visit, he has grown a beard that will put Santa to shame.  
 
In his south facing greenhouse, he grows Masdevallias, Draculas and Odontoglossums and his Facebook 
pages are filled with photos of these beautiful flowers. Tom and his wife Luanne are also 
adventurous and inventive organic cooks. Photos of his delicious offerings are interspersed with his 
photos of orchids on his website. Tom will speak on Odontoglossums, a very large and interesting sub 
group of Oncidium orchids. He will discuss the latest hybridizing of these large and very beautiful 
spotted South American orchids. Below are two photos of Odontoglossums in Tom’s collection. He 
also grows award winning Masdevallias and Draculas.  
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Upcoming Events 
 
Next year’s program is in the works. Leslie Ee will kick off the 2021-2022 season with a tantalizing 
talk on ‘Lure, the Lust and the Licentiousness of Black Orchids’. If you have suggestions or wishes 
for a specific topic to be covered at one of our meetings, please send your suggestions to Jean 
Hollebone as early as possible, as it takes time to arrange for speakers. 

 

Jean Hollebone (Program Chair)  

Odontoglossum ardentissimum 

Photo by:  Tom Etheridge 

Odontioda Ja Jolla Passion ‘Benton’ HCC/AOS 

Photo by:  Tom Etheridge 
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Group Plant Orders 
 
Society group plant orders have been received from Ecuagenera, Joseph Wu, and Garden Slippers. 
In each case, plants were in excellent condition. Orchids from Orchis Floriculture are expected this 
week and they may have arrived by the time of our meeting. David Sorokowsky informs me that he 
should have his permits by mid-May and he is hoping for an end of May shipping date. Gold 
Country Orchids orders will be in the same shipment. This will be all for this season.  

Jean Hollebone 

Virtual Show Table Update 
 
The May Show Table is the last for this season, and I thank all our members who have sent in so 
many beautiful photos of their blooming plants. I also thank our expert judges André Couture, 
Joyce Medcalf, Jean Hollebone, Marie-Josée Bergeron and Scott de Vito for their hard work 
reviewing all the entries and, awarding ribbons and rosettes to the best entries in each alliance. I 
thank Pat Boisvert for judging the best photography. Thanks also to Jean Hollebone for keeping 
track of the awards and sending the ribbons out to members – much appreciated! 
 
The Virtual Show Tables have been working very well, and you can see all the results in Spike each 
month as usual. It has also been encouraging to see how members have improved their 
photography skills in response to the helpful comments from our Photography judge Pat Boisvert. 
You can see his notes in the Photography page of our website at 
http://www.ottawaorchidsociety.com/photographing.html.  
 
At this time, we are not sure what the situation will be for the start of next season, but if we are still 
restricted from having face to face meetings we will have our next Virtual Show Table in 
September. The rules will be the same, and the deadline for entries will be September 12th.  
 

Dave Cooper (orchidae@storm.ca) 

Judging Centre Update 

 
The Montréal Judging Centre will not be meeting until mid/late Summer due to the ongoing 
pandemic. In all likelihood, the Centre will continue to meet via ZOOM until August 2021. 
Members can attend the Centre’s lecture starting at 10:00 a.m. on May 15th; the lecture will last 
approximately for one hour. This month’s lecture will be on the topic of Influence of 
Parvisepalum Paphs on breeding yellow Paphiopedilum by Scott de Vito. 

 

Join Zoom Meeting 

https://umontreal.zoom.us/j/98033089644?pwd=dGdSeFQ0c0RIVlVQUGJrWFVvSWx4QT09 

André Couture 

http://www.ottawaorchidsociety.com/photographing.html
mailto:orchidae@storm.ca
https://umontreal.zoom.us/j/98033089644?pwd=dGdSeFQ0c0RIVlVQUGJrWFVvSWx4QT09
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Orchids Discussion Group Update 

The ODG meeting will be held once a month from 7:00-8:00 p.m. on Zoom (preregistration is 
required). Next month’s meeting will be held on June 9, 2021 at 7:00 p.m. The ODG will continue 
through the Summer. At this meeting, you can ask questions and talk about orchid culture, share 
tips, and discuss any orchid-related topic you are interested in.  
 
You may submit your questions or desired discussion topics to Pat Boisvert, our Conservation 
Chair (Pat.g.boisvert@gmail.com), ahead of time. Helen Nitschkie will email the question/topic list 
to OOS members one week before the ODG meeting date, along with the link for registration. A 
list of questions/discussion topics will be posted on the OOS website at 
http://www.ottawaorchidsociety.com/orchid_discussion_group_questions.html. 
 
For this event, registration will be open until one hour before the meeting starts. 
 
We hope you will enjoy participating in the ODG and can get back the community feel of our club.  
 
We look forward to seeing many of you at the next meeting. 

The OOS Board 

 
Zoom Meetings Reminder 

 

 Please register for each monthly Zoom meeting by the deadline indicated. Although we have 

not approached the limit yet, we do have limited “seats” and this cannot be exceeded. 

 Registration must be done for each separate meeting. 

 If you have not received your link after registration, you must let me know at least 1 hour 

before the meeting starts at janet.johns@sympatico.ca. Once the meeting is started at about 

1:00 p.m., I am not available.  

 Please sign on to the meeting before 1:25 p.m. You will be put into a waiting room, and it takes 

time to let you in. Once I have started the meeting at 1:30 p.m., you may have to wait for a few 

minutes as I share my screen for the opening protocols and agenda. 

 Please note that after this month’s meeting (May), the new season will start in September as 

usual on the third Sunday at 1:30 p.m. 

 

Jan Johns (Vice President) 

  

mailto:Pat.g.boisvert@gmail.com
http://www.ottawaorchidsociety.com/orchid_discussion_group_questions.html
mailto:janet.johns@sympatico.ca
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April Zoom OOS Meeting Recap  
 
A total of 51 members signed up for the meeting and 45 members actually attended. It was a nice 
afternoon for gardening! 
 

1. Jan Johns welcomed everyone with meeting protocols. 

 

2. Dave Cooper introduced the agenda for the afternoon. 

 

3. Jean Hollebone introduced our speaker, Tom Mirenda from Hawaii, where the weather 

seemed beautiful!  

 

4. Tom Mirenda first spoke about the Orchid Garden Conservation Network he is working on. 

More information on this can be found from his talk to the World Orchid Congress on You 

Tube at Tom Mirenda WOC talk on The Orchid Garden Conservation Network - YouTube.  

 
He then talked about Orchids in Tibet. He outlined his visit to Hengduan Mountains 

Biotechnology Ltd. (hengduanbiotech.com) in Sichuan Province, China with Wenqing 

Perner. She visited us at the Ottawa Orchid Society in October of 2018. She has an extensive 

laboratory and continues her late husband’s work on the production, preservation, and 

conservation of orchids in the area.  

 

Tom showed photographs of the outstanding natural landscapes with cascading limestone 

travertine pools. The area is known particularly for its Cypripediums including Cyp.tibeticum, Cyp. 

flavum, Cyp. guttatum, Cyp. bardolphianum and Cyp. farreri. Orchid propagation is a key 

endeavour. Tom participated in hand pollination of Cyp. tibeticum during his tour. He 

managed to complete 40 orchids in 5 hours – the same time that Wenqing’s sister-in-law had 

finished around 150. He participated in a judging session to share criteria for the AOS 

judging of these orchids. During these activities, the bowls (or lips) of the Cypripedium are 

removed. He related the interesting story of some young people visiting who were excited to 

see all the Cypripedium bowls on the table and related how as children, they had been given 

these stuffed with buckwheat for a handy snack.  

 

Wenqing Perner raises money for her conservation efforts and works at breeding the native 

species to ensure that if anything happens in the area, these orchids will be preserved to be 

returned to the natural state. Many of us have purchased the Cyp, tibeticum from her and they 

grows well in our local gardens.  

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=aTWNTessRgo
http://www.hengduanbiotech.com/index.asp
http://www.hengduanbiotech.com/index.asp
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Tom wrapped up by encouraging us to go on orchid tours to support the conservation of 

orchids in their native areas. When travel is again a possibility, you can check out his tours 

on Trips-with-Tom – Exploring Beauty and Wonder.  

 

5. Pat Boisvert asked the many questions that were asked in Chat. Thanks Pat. 

 
6. Jean thanked Tom for his presentation and the work that he is doing with the Orchid 

Garden Conservation Network. Tom indicated that he would love to come to a live meeting 

in the (hopefully) near future. He stayed on during the Virtual Show Table and afterwards 

and shared some of his orchids grown at his home in Hawaii (yes – actual plants – beautiful). 

 

7. Our judges ran the April Show Table. We had 39 entries from 11 members. Thanks to our 

judges André Couture, Joyce Medcalf, Jean Hollebone, Marie-Josée Bergeron and Scott de 

Vito for taking the time to explain judging criteria and always sharing something about each 

plant. Congratulations to the ribbon winners, (see pages 10-18) and thanks to everyone who 

submitted plants. 

 
8. Pat Boisvert introduced the Photography Awards. This month he set up two categories – 

Advanced (for those with equipment and expertise) and General (for the rest of us). 

Congrats to the winners (see pages 12-13) and thank you Pat for doing this each month. 

Your own picture of your lycaste looked pretty good too! 

 
9. The Member’s Choice poll was held. There was a clear winner this time, although it is 

interesting how many different orchids are chosen for this award. We all have our 

preferences. 

 
10. Thanks to Margaret Haydon, our Orchid Doctor, for giving us the details on the dreaded 

Mealy Bug. She explained why it was difficult to get rid of them – but gave us several 

alternatives to do so. It does take persistence. See pages 22-23 for more information. 

 
11. Sabina gave us a good overview of Spike. Did you know you can contribute high resolution 

photos – or an article on perhaps a visit to an orchid nursery or garden, an interesting orchid 

event or even an important lesson learned that you want to share? These should be 

submitted to Sabina Sabs_ca@yahoo.com by the 1st of each month. Anything you share is 

much appreciated. Thanks Sabina. 

 

https://trips-with-tom.com/
mailto:Sabs_ca@yahoo.com
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12. Jean gave an update on the latest orchid orders and timing. Thanks to Jean for all her work 

in making sure that everyone has orchids blooming in their homes and especially travelling 

to Montreal (and earlier in the year to Toronto) to pick them up for us. 

 
13. Reminders from Dave: 

 
a. We are looking for someone to replace Helen Nitschkie on Membership. (Thanks to 

Jennie McCloskey who, since the meeting, has agreed to take on this position in June.) 

b. Also, please remember that the elections for the positions of President, Vice 

President, Secretary and Treasurer are to be held in May. If you are interested in any 

of these positions, please let Janet Johns know at johnjns@sympatico.ca.  

 

Next Month:   
 
Please make sure you attend our Zoom meeting in May. It will be the final meeting of the  
2020-2021 season and we will resume in September. Make sure your voice is heard by participating 
in the election. Hear about plans for next year. Join your orchid friends to bid adieu for the 
summer break. See you then. 

Jan Johns (Vice President) 
 

  

mailto:johnjns@sympatico.ca
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April Virtual Show Table Results 
 

APRIL 2021 SHOW TABLE RIBBON WINNERS 

ALLIANCE MEMBER’S NAME NAME OF PLANT 
RIBBON 
AWARD  

Cattleya Alliance 
Judged by 
Jean Hollebone 

Marie-Josée Bergeron Rhyncholaeliocattleya California Queen ‘Red Angel’ 
(Rhyncholaeliocattleya Hisako Akatsuka x Cattleya 
California Apricot) 

1st 

Monique Savard Cattleya Memoria Robert Strait ‘Islander Delights’ 
AM/AOS (Cattleya walkeriana x Cattleya Wayndora) 

2nd-1 

Monique Savard Encyclia cordigera var. Randii  2nd-2 

Jane Thompson Cattleya Mono Lake ‘Dark Beauty’ (Cattleya Lake Casitas 
x Cattleya Canyonlands) 

2nd-3 

Sabina Gupta Guarianthe aurantiaca h.f. punctata ‘Mishima Spots’ 
CAOB (Brazil) 

2nd-4 

Tommy Wingreen Guarianthe aurantiaca Syn. Cattleya aurantiaca 3rd-1 

Jennie McCloskey Cattleya Shirayukihime ‘M’ (Cattleya Tokyo Magic x 
Cattleya Mildred Rives) 

3rd-2 

Cymbidium Alliance 
Judged by 
André Couture 

Janet Lang Cymbidium ensifolium ‘Feng’ 1st 

Cypripedium Alliance 
Judged by  
Scott de Vito 

Janet Lang Paphiopedilum Magic Flame (Paphiopedilum Fremont 
Peak x Paphiopedilum Gloriosum (1916)) 

1st 
 

Tommy Wingreen Paphiopedilum Dollgoldi (P. rothschildianum ‘New City’ 
x P. armeniacum ‘Golden Emperor’ AM/AOS) 

2nd 
 

Tommy Wingreen Phragmipedium Memoria Garren Weaver 
(Phragmipedium warszewiczianum (Syn. wallisii) x 
Phragmipedium pearcei ‘Tip Top’) 

3rd-1 

Tommy Wingreen Paphiopedilum Memoria Larry Heuer (Paphiopedilum 
malipoense x Paphiopedilum emersonii) 

3rd-2 

Oncidium Alliance 
Judged by  
Joyce Medcalf 

Sabina Gupta Oncidium Oro Rojo ‘Orange’ 1st 

Maria Martins Psychopsis papilio 2nd-1 

Maria Martins Miltoniopsis Andrea West ‘HOF’ (Miltoniopsis Capitola x 
Miltoniopsis Doctor Ruth Ono)  

2nd-2 

Phalaenopsis Alliance 
Judged by 
Marie-Josée Bergeron 

Monique Savard Phalaenopsis Mituo Sun (Phalaenopsis Ching Her 
Buddha x Phalaenopsis Chingruey’s Blood-red Sun) x 
Phalaenopsis AL Sun Tiger (Phalaenopsis Chingruey’s 
Tiger x Phalaenopsis Mituo Sun) 

1st 

Sabina Gupta Phalaenopsis Flores Gold (Phalaenopsis amboinensis x 
Phalaenopsis floresensis) x hieroglyphica 

2nd-1 

Sabina Gupta Phalaenopsis stuartiana 2nd-2 

Jennie McCloskey Phalaenopsis Samera (Phalaenopsis bellina x 
Phalaenopsis violacea) x Phalaenopsis Miro Super Star 
(Phalaenopsis Ya-Yi Qin x Phalaenopsis Yin’s Bellina 
Kaiulani) 

3rd-1 

Jan Johns Phalaenopsis (Ruey Lih Stripe x Happy Stripe) x 
Phalaenopsis equestris ‘Riverbend’ AM/AOS 

3rd-2 
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APRIL 2021 SHOW TABLE RIBBON WINNERS 

ALLIANCE MEMBER’S NAME NAME OF PLANT 
RIBBON 
AWARD  

Pleurothallid Alliance 
Judged by 
Scott de Vito 

Joyce Medcalf 
 

Pleurothallis bivalvis ‘Hill Island’ CHM/AOS 1st 

Joyce Medcalf Pleurothallis canaligera ‘Fenwick Joy’ CCM-CBR/AOS 2nd 

Vanda Alliance 
Judged by 
Joyce Medcalf 

Marie-Josée Bergeron Vandachostylis Pine Rivers ‘Pink’ (Vanda Peggy Foo x 
Rhynchostylis coelestis)  

1st 

Monique Savard Aerangis luteoalba var. rhodosticta 2nd 

Monique Savard Angraecum sesquipedale 3rd 

Miscellaneous 
Judged by 
André Couture 

Monique Savard Dendrochilum arachnites 1st 

Pat Boisvert Lycaste Eightysixth Kiss ‘Marsh Hollow’ AM/AOS 
(Lycaste Geri Male x Lycaste Golden Emperor)  

2nd 

Maria Martins Maxillaria tenuifolia 3rd 

Photography Awards 
Judged by 
Pat Boisvert 

General 

Tommy Wingreen Paphiopedilum Dollgoldi (P. rothschildianum ‘New City’ 
x P. armeniacum ‘Golden Emperor’ AM/AOS) 

1st  
 

Monique Savard Dendrochilum arachnites 2nd 

Advanced 

Maria Martins Psychopsis papilio 1st  

Arlene Lang Paphiopedilum Magic Flame (Paphiopedilum Fremont 
Peak x Paphiopedilum Gloriosum (1916)) 

2nd 

Best of Show Table Monique Savard Dendrochilum arachnites 

Member’s Choice 
Poll Winner 

Tommy Wingreen Paphiopedilum Dollgoldi (P. rothschildianum ‘New City’ x  
P. armeniacum ‘Golden Emperor’ AM/AOS) 
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Photography Awards - General 

Tommy Wingreen Paphiopedilum Dollgoldi (P. rothschildianum ‘New City’ x P. 
armeniacum ‘Golden Emperor’ AM/AOS) 

1st 
 

Monique Savard Dendrochilum arachnites 2nd 

Member’s Choice Best of Show Table 

Photography Awards - General 

1
st
 

2
nd

 

Dendrochilum arachnites 
 

Monique Savard 

1st 1
st
 2

nd
 

Paphiopedilum Dollgoldi (P. rothschildianum ‘New 
City’ x P. armeniacum ‘Golden Emperor’ AM/AOS) 

 
Tommy Wingreen 
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Photography Awards - Advanced 

Maria Martins Psychopsis papilio 1st  

Arlene Lang Paphiopedilum Magic Flame (Paphiopedilum Fremont Peak x Paphiopedilum Gloriosum (1916)) 2nd 

Pleurothallid Alliance 

Joyce Medcalf Pleurothallis bivalvis ‘Hill Island’ CHM/AOS 1st 

Joyce Medcalf Pleurothallis canaligera ‘Fenwick Joy’ CCM-CBR/AOS 2nd 

Pleurothallid Alliance 

1st 

1
st
 

1
st
 2

nd
 

Photography Awards - Advanced 

1
st
 2

nd
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Phalaenopsis Alliance 

Monique Savard Phalaenopsis Mituo Sun (Phalaenopsis Ching Her Buddha x Phalaenopsis Chingruey’s Blood-red 
Sun) x Phalaenopsis AL Sun Tiger (Phalaenopsis Chingruey’s Tiger x Phalaenopsis Mituo Sun) 

1st 

Sabina Gupta Phalaenopsis Flores Gold (Phalaenopsis amboinensis x Phalaenopsis floresensis) x hieroglyphica 2nd-1 

Sabina Gupta Phalaenopsis stuartiana 2nd-2 

Jennie McCloskey Phalaenopsis Samera (Phalaenopsis bellina x Phalaenopsis violacea) x Phalaenopsis Miro Super 
Star (Phalaenopsis Ya-Yi Qin x Phalaenopsis Yin’s Bellina Kaiulani) 

3rd-1 

Jan Johns Phalaenopsis (Ruey Lih Stripe x Happy Stripe) x Phalaenopsis equestris ‘Riverbend’ AM/AOS 3rd-2 

1st 

1
st
 2

nd-1
 

2
nd-2

 

3
nd-1

 

3
nd-2

 

Phalaenopsis Alliance 
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Cattleya Alliance 

Marie-Josée Bergeron Rhyncholaeliocattleya California Queen ‘Red Angel’ (Rhyncholaeliocattleya Hisako Akatsuka x 
Cattleya California Apricot) 

1st 

Monique Savard Cattleya Memoria Robert Strait ‘Islander Delights’ AM/AOS (Cattleya walkeriana x Cattleya 
Wayndora) 

2nd-1 

Monique Savard Encyclia cordigera var. Randii  2nd-2 

Jane Thompson Cattleya Mono Lake ‘Dark Beauty’ (Cattleya Lake Casitas x Cattleya Canyonlands) 2nd-3 

Sabina Gupta Guarianthe aurantiaca h.f. punctata ‘Mishima Spots’ CAOB (Brazil) 2nd-4 

Tommy Wingreen Guarianthe aurantiaca Syn. Cattleya aurantiaca 3rd-1 

Jennie McCloskey Cattleya Shirayukihime ‘M’ (Cattleya Tokyo Magic x Cattleya Mildred Rives) 3rd-2 

Cattleya Alliance 

1
st
 2

nd-1
 

2
nd-2

 

2
nd-3

 

2
nd-4

 

3
rd-1

 

3
rd-2
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Cypripedium Alliance 

Janet Lang Paphiopedilum Magic Flame (Paphiopedilum Fremont Peak x Paphiopedilum Gloriosum (1916)) 1st 

Tommy Wingreen Paphiopedilum Dollgoldi  
(P. rothschildianum ‘New City’ x P. armeniacum ‘Golden Emperor’ AM/AOS) 

2nd 
 

Tommy Wingreen Phragmipedium Memoria Garren Weaver 
(Phragmipedium warszewiczianum (Syn. wallisii) x Phragmipedium pearcei ‘Tip Top’) 

3rd-1 

Tommy Wingreen Paphiopedilum Memoria Larry Heuer (Paphiopedilum malipoense x Paphiopedilum emersonii) 3rd-2 

Cypripedium Alliance 

1
st
 2

nd
 

3
rd-2

 3
rd-1
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Oncidium Alliance 

Sabina Gupta Oncidium Oro Rojo ‘Orange’ 1st 

Maria Martins Psychopsis papilio 2nd-1 

Maria Martins Miltoniopsis Andrea West ‘HOF’ (Miltoniopsis Capitola x Miltoniopsis Doctor Ruth Ono)  2nd-2 

Phalaenopsis – Pink Hybrids 

Marie-Josée Bergeron Vandachostylis Pine Rivers ‘Pink’ (Vanda Peggy Foo x Rhynchostylis coelestis)  1st 

Monique Savard Aerangis luteoalba var. rhodosticta 2nd 

Monique Savard Angraecum sesquipedale 3rd 

Oncidium Alliance 

Vanda Alliance  

1
st
 2

nd-1
 2

nd-2
 

1
st
 2

nd
 2

nd
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Cymbidium Alliance 

Janet Lang Cymbidium ensifolium ‘Feng’ 1st 

Miscelleneous  

Monique Savard Dendrochilum arachnites 1st 

Pat Boisvert Lycaste Eightysixth Kiss ‘Marsh Hollow’ AM/AOS 
(Lycaste Geri Male x Lycaste Golden Emperor)  

2nd 

Maria Martins Maxillaria tenuifolia 3rd 

Miscellaneous  

Cymbidium Alliance  

1
st
 

1
st
 

2
nd

 

3
rd
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Keeping it Small – Growing Miniatures in an Aquarium 
Author:  Pat Boisvert 

 
Have you ever wanted to grow miniature orchids but wondered how to maintain the proper 
environment for them? As you know, most of the smaller plants can be quite fragile, which means 
there is less room for error in providing the right growing conditions. 
 
For many years, I used an aquarium to house warm-growing miniatures (mostly of the Japanese 
origin – Neofinetia (now Vanda) falcata, Dendrobium moniliform and Sedirea japonica – and a few non-
Japanese miniatures) because I found it to be the easiest way to control humidity and temperature. 
That said, there are many possible setups and I will share what worked best for me. My suggestions 
are not the only choices a grower can make and they can’t guarantee success, however, I hope the 
information will be a starting point for a new adventure. 
 
The first step is to choose an aquarium that is sufficiently large to house your collection of 
miniatures. You want to be sure it is water tight. Clean it well and ensure no cleaning product is left 
on the glass. Now comes the interesting part. To maintain the temperature, I used a submersible 
aquarium water heater. Yes, it only worked if submerged in water, so I added three inches of water 
to the aquarium and submerged the heater under the water. Now, I could control the temperature 
and as a bonus, the water increased the environmental humidity.  
 
Next, the plants needed to be kept above the water. Since the feet of the shelf would be sitting in 
three inches of water, I built it out of cedar, a remarkably water resistant wood. In fact, the shelf 
showed no sign of decay even after more than 5 years of being in water. I also installed a back wall 

made with 1/2 hardware cloth (19 gauge galvanized welded 
wire metal mesh) stapled to a cedar frame that I used to hang 
mounted orchids. The mesh is available at any hardware store 
(I purchased it at Rona since it was a few blocks from where I 
lived). 
 
With such high humidity in the aquarium, air movement is 
very important. This was accomplished by attaching a 4-inch 
computer (PC) fan to the top of the aquarium, then angled to 
provide proper air flow. However, this is the most challenging 
aspect of using an aquarium because some electrical know-
how is needed to solder an AC/DC power converter to the 
fan. Incidentally, the PC fans that I used were not well-suited 

to high humidity and so they only lasted a year at most. This did not bother me since the fans were 
inexpensive and therefore only cost me a few dollars a year. 
 



20 

 

 

 

It is important to ensure that the aquarium does not receive any direct sunlight which could quickly 
cause overheating. To provide light, most aquarium setups can be fitted with a hood or cover that 
is wired for fluorescent tubes. I used a clear cover and installed T5 lights, which I put on a timer. I 
mostly used a light schedule of 6:00 a.m. to 9:00 p.m. since it was in my bedroom. 
 
Should you try growing your orchids in an aquarium, keep in mind that the higher humidity 
environment necessitates a quicker drying substrate, I had many mounted plants and some even in 
clay pellets. The plants that used moss as the substrate required a reduced watering regime. 
 
Lastly, always observe and pay attention to your plants – they are the greatest teachers on what they 
need to thrive. 
 
Happy growing! :) 
Pat 
 
Acknowledgement:  I would like to thank Pamela McLennan. She reviewed, provided great 

feedback and really made my article much better . 
…………………………………………………………………………………………………….. 

 

News 

In Memoriam:  Fred Wandel 

 

Many long time members will remember Fred Wandel who passed away on May 2, 2021, age 90. 

Fred was a commercial landscaper and owner of Capital Landscaping Ltd., responsible for 

supplying and planting many trees in Ottawa streets and parks. He was also a superb orchid grower.  

 

One winter Fred dug up a large Sumac on his property, which he said he wanted to move anyway, 

and it became the stunning centerpiece of the OOS exhibit at our annual show in the Nepean 

Sportsplex. We hung orchids on its branches and the root ball. It was a fantastic exhibit and drew 

many ‘Ohs and Ahs’. Later that summer when visiting Fred's home and garden in the Gatineau 

Hills, I noticed and commented on a beautiful Sumac growing at the edge of his garden, Fred 

chuckled and replied "well, that is the tree we had at the show"! It looked so healthy one would 

never have known that it had been dug up, moved, graced an exhibit and then returned to its new 

location on his property.  

 

It is so fitting that the family has asked that trees be planted in Fred's memory. We extend our 

condolences to his family, to his wife Charlotte and daughter Linda.  
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Orchid Doctor 
 

Mealy Bug Summary 
 

By Margaret Haydon 
(Presented at Ottawa Orchid Society Meeting, April 18, 2021) 

 
Orchid growers often cringe at the mention of cottony looking mealy bugs, with good reason 
because they are a challenge to get rid of in an individual plant, let alone a collection. 
 
There are over 300 species of mealy bugs although not all infect orchids. A few cold tolerant 
species can survive winter by hiding behind bark, among roots or in compost. Female and nymph 
mealy bugs are covered in cottony, waxy material and range in size from 1/16 inch (immature) to 
approximately ¼ inch long adults. The oval bodies of mealy bugs may appear in a variety of 
colours:  white, yellowish-white, whitish grey, pale pink or pale blue. Waxy filaments are present on 
the sides of the oval body and 2 or 4 short to long filaments are on the posterior end of the body. 
These filaments give the impression of numerous legs. 
 
Mealy Bug Lifecycle 
Adult females may lay 300 – 600 eggs in a waxy mass, usually under leaves or on plant 
roots/rhizomes. Eggs hatch in approximately 10 days and the resulting active nymphs travel to all 
sites on plants to start feeding. Their sucking mouth parts allow them to suck sap from plants. 
Nymphs secrete honeydew which is sticky and may result in sooty mold on the plant. They also 
form a waxy coat and reach maturity about a month later. Once the males develop wings, they no 
longer feed. Mealy bugs produce numerous generations in one year. 
 
Mealy Bug Symptoms 

1. White or light – coloured fuzzy blobs on edges or underside of leaves, in leaf axels, in 

flowers, etc. 

2. Leaf Damage:  yellowing, curling, black sooty mold. 

3. Experts at HIDING: 

-on roots and rhizomes 
-under sheaths 
-in flowers 
-in potting mix 
-in crevices 
-migrate to neighbouring plants 
-hide in and under plant stands/benches 
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4. Mealy Bugs can FLOAT on BREEZES and AIR CURRENTS from fans. 

5. SEVERE mealy bug infestation can KILL a plant. 

 
Treatment of Plants Infected with Mealy Bugs 
Treatments that I have used on mealy bug infected new plants include,  
 
Neem Oil with mild dish detergent and warm water to melt the Neem Oil; not hot water. Shake 
the spray bottle frequently and use the mixture within a few hours. 
 
Listerine Original Mouthwash 
Initially, almost pure Listerine Original plus approx. 1 tsp. mild dish detergent/liter spray bottle 
may be used for the first few treatments; water (up to ½) may be added to the spray solution after 
the pests are under control. 
 
I understand that some members have had success using the following: 
 
Endol (Safer’s product) containing pyrethrin. 
 
Horticultural Oil or Dormant Oil spray - smothers insects 
One may not want to use this in your home. 
 
There are more toxic chemicals and there may be resistance by the mealy bugs. 
 
Treatment procedures require drenching of: 
 - both sides of the leaves and all other parts of the plants. 
 - potting mix 
 - pots 
 - plant trays 
 - adjacent plants 
 - growing bench or shelf/stand. 
 
Repot after several treatments to reduce survivors and eggs. Wash the unpotted plant thoroughly 
before repotting in a new pot with fresh media. Treat every 10 days for months. 
 
Always Isolate New Plants! I have had the experience of having a new houseplant in isolation for 
4 months before mealy bugs showed up! 
 
Thanks to Jan Johns for showing a photo of mealy bugs on a leaf during my presentation. 
Thanks also for comments by members. 
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References: (for pests, diseases and culture) 
1. The American Orchid Society Guide to Orchids and Their Culture, M.F. Gerritsen, R. 

Parsons, Ed. S. Svoboda, 2018. (book) 

2. American Orchid Society (www.aos.org) 

3. Canadian Orchid Congress (www.canadianorchidcongress.ca) 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………….. 

 

 

Where Can I See Orchids Growing in the Wild in Ottawa? 

 

Ottawa is home to one of the richest and largest conservation reserves for wild orchids in Canada. 

If the Provincial Stay-at-Home Order is lifted by June, try to make time to visit Purdon Fen near 

Lanark when the Queen’s Pink Showy Lady Slippers are in full bloom - usually around the third 

week in June. With several thousands blooming at the same time, it makes an amazing and heart 

warming sight.  

Bring your mosquito repellant, hat, and camera. Make sure your gas tank is full, and enjoy both a 

visit and a picnic lunch at one of the picnic tables near the parking lot. Bring your own lunch, the 

nearest restaurant (even if open at that time) is several miles away and there is no store close by. 

Remember to park at the second or lower parking lot for a two-minute walk to the boardwalk, 

where there are benches to sit and enjoy the flowers and see and hear 

the birds singing.  

If anyone is interested and if Provincial Covid-19 rules allow, I could 

host a small group tour to explain the orchids and other flora and 

fauna you may see in the fen. If you want a guide, give me a call (613-

226-2395) and I will arrange one date for those interested to meet on 

a specific day and time at the fen, keeping with the Provincial and 

Local Health Unit Orders and Guidelines in place at the time.  

Jean Hollebone 

  

Photo by:  Jean Hollebone 

http://www.aos.org/
http://www.canadianorchidcongress.ca/
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Editor’s Wrap 
 

Happy Mother’s Day everyone! It is indeed Spring now and my Tulips have 
already come and gone. The grass is green and I saw many Magnolias in full 
bloom in my neighbourhood. Well, I also saw dandelions in full bloom on 

my lawn – the first signs of Spring !  
 
My dad was a Botanist and when he saw how pine trees grow, flower and 
start cones within a period of 6 months here in Canada, he noted ‘North 
American students must be referring to different Botany books, because as 
far as I remember, it would take way longer than 6 months for a pine tree to 
achieve that’. He may be right but here, the growing season is so short, the 
plants have to hurry to complete at least one cycle of reproduction. It is so 
beautiful to observe all that energy that is suppressed during the long Winter 
months suddenly exploding into this breathtaking expression of life! What a 

remarkable drive, and how orderly! That is what we refer to as resilience isn’t it? Indeed, so much 
to learn from. 
 
By analogy, we all have some suppressed energy in us that we have been storing for the past year or 
so, waiting to explode when the lockdown finally ends! But folks, please prepare yourselves for it 
first. Remember to get vaccinated, wear mask, wash your hands frequently and continue to follow 
public health advice and guidelines for social distancing in all and any activities you may plan to 
undertake in the next few months. 
 
For me, I have decided that I am going to spend another season just around my house tending to 
my orchids and growing vegetables in my backyard. Now that Pat has shared some tips for growing 
orchids in an aquarium, I may try my luck with building one for my miniatures (I don’t have many)! 
I may also explore growing them outdoors this Summer. If I do anything with my orchids, I will 
take plenty of photos, which I will share with you in September. I invite you all to do the same. 
Take photos of how you grow your orchids outdoors (if you do) or if you do any activities with 
them (repotting, growing in terrariums, etc.) during the Summer. Send those photos to me with a 
small caption. I will include them in the September Spike. Is that a deal? 
 
Well, we have completed one full virtual season. Considering everything, in my opinion, it did go 
very well. Many many thanks to Jan Johns for cheerleading the Zoom meetings and Jean Hollebone 
for coordinating those exciting talks each month. Thanks also to Jan Johns for preparing the 
meeting recap notes for the benefit of those who are not able to attend them. Thanks to our Show 
Table judges for their hard work going through all the photos submitted to choose the winners. 
Thanks to Pat Boisvert and Margaret Haydon for introducing novel and informative events to the 
Society agenda and for preparing short notes for posting in Spike or on the website. Thanks to all 
experts who attend the ODG meeting every month and provide their expert advice on the issues 
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presented. I appreciate the time it takes to prepare for these. Thanks to Jean Hollebone and André 
Couture for organising the group plant orders. Thanks to everyone who have been contributing to 
Spike. A special thanks to dear Arlene – I enjoy our monthly proof-reading sessions and I very 
much appreciate your support and time. Thank you all for sending photos of your lovely orchid 
blooms. The Show Table is such an exciting part of our monthly zoom meetings. After all, our 
craze is all about making our orchids bloom into those beautiful and colourful forms and without 
those photos that you have been sending, our virtual meetings would be colourless. Thanks to 
Dave Cooper for leading the Show Table.  
 
So continue to take photos of your orchids during the Summer. We don’t want to miss showcasing 
the Summer blooming ones. If you send the pictures to me at sabs_ca@yahoo.com, I will make 
sure to post them in the September Spike under a special section on ‘Summer Blooms’. Is that 

another deal? 
 
I always have so much to say but I think I am over my one-page 
limit and I must stop here. I will be with you again in June with the 
season’s last edition of Spike. Don’t miss the last meeting on May 
16th or you will have to wait until September.  
 
Until then, Ciao! 
 

Sabina Gupta (Editor, Spike Newsletter) 

mailto:sabs_ca@yahoo.com

