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May 2020 

MAY MEETING CANCELLED 

Regretfully our May meeting is cancelled. If you would like to enjoy Jean Ikeson’s presentation on White Cattleya, 

you can view it online as an AOS webinar at this link http://www.aos.org/all-about-orchids/webinars/member-only/

white-cattleyas.aspx 

The AOS has opened up previously Members Only webinars to the general public during the Covid pandemic. As 

with all societies, we are hoping that we will be able to meet as usual in the Fall, but there is no guarantee. We are 

working on solutions to ensure that our organization stays strong and continues our mandate during these trying 

times. 

 This will be the final Spike for the 2019-2020 year. There will be no June issue. 

VIRTUAL ORCHID SHOW 

Congratulations to all the ribbon winners, and thank you to those who submitted their photos. The photos            

submitted and the awards are published here (pages 4-12). In our first virtual show, we had 22 members send Dave 

Cooper photos of 80 orchids. Judges were presented with folders of the pictures only. They did not know to whom 

the orchids belonged. Judges did not judge the groups that included their own orchids. These are similar rules to the 

actual Orchid Show and Show Table. Judges were: Joyce Medcalf, André Couture, Jean Hollebone and Marie-Josée 

Bergeron. 

After this event, Dave and Arlene put together some Photo Tips (page 13). Please read this carefully. In these         

uncertain times, we do not know when we might have to use the same process for monthly Show Table. It will be 

helpful in the future. 

The Ottawa Orchid Society meets the third Sunday of every month from 

September to May, except April, at 1:30 p.m. at the Tom Brown Arena, 141 Bayview Road, Ottawa 

MEMBERSHIP: $25.00 from September 1 to August 31, $5.00 donation for Visitors 

Don’t forget to bring your blooming Orchids for the Show Table. 

All meetings are currently cancelled. Please check the website and watch for email updates for Fall information. 

http://www.aos.org/all-about-orchids/webinars/member-only/white-cattleyas.aspx
http://www.aos.org/all-about-orchids/webinars/member-only/white-cattleyas.aspx
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President’s Message  
 
This has certainly been an unusual season – we are indeed living in strange times! Like 

many other Orchid Societies across the country and around the world we had to cancel 

our Show this year, and we have also had to cancel the May meeting. Looking forward to 

next season it is not at all clear when we will be able to start meeting again, but it seems 

likely that at least some of the meetings in the Fall will also have to be cancelled. If       

possible, we will try to have virtual meetings. We will of course keep you informed 

through Spike, and through the website. 

Our first Virtual Show was very successful with a total of 80 entries from 22 members, and 

you can find all the details on the next few pages of Spike. Thanks to everyone who sent 

in photos of your plants, and congratulations to all the winners. Since it was so successful, 

we are thinking of having a similar event in the Fall. Details are still to be worked out, and we will keep you             

informed.  

I would like to welcome our new Editor for Spike, Sabina Gupta, who will be taking over from Bev starting in          

September. You can find more details on page 18. My thanks again to Bev for her excellent work on Spike over the 

past two seasons – hers will be a hard act to follow! 

I hope you are all managing to stay positive and not get too discouraged during the lockdown. Looking after your 

plants provides a welcome distraction and helps keep you sane during these difficult times. I myself am fortunate to 

live in the country and I have been eagerly watching (and photographing!) the early spring flowers as they emerge 

from winter hibernation. No orchids at this early date, but perhaps in another few weeks… 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

    
 Hepatica (Hepatica nobilis)          Spring Beauty (Claytonia virginica) 

 

Meanwhile, stay safe, wash your hands and keep your distance! 

 

Dave Cooper 
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VIRTUAL ORCHID SHOW RESULTS 

APRIL 2020 

OVERALL WINNERS 

BEST SPECIES 

Grown by Joyce Medcalf 

Pleurothallis bivalvis 'Hill Island' CHM/AOS 

BEST HYBRID 

Grown by Marilyn Light  

  

Cattleya Memoria                           

Evelyn Light 'Spotter' 

 

PRESIDENT’S CHOICE 

Grown by Sue Bowering    

Phragmipedium caudatum 'Lyn' 
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CATTLEYA 

Grower Orchid Ribbon Photo # 

Marilyn Light Cattleya Memoria Evelyn Light 'Spotter' (Cattleya Cherry Chip x Cattleya Roy Finley) 1 1 

Monique Savard Epidendrum Special Valley 'White'  (Epidendrum Holy Valley x Epidendrum Candy Valley) 2 2 

Bev Burtnyk Cattlianthe Jewel Box 'Scheherazade' AM/AOS (Guarianthe aurantiaca x Cattleya Anzac (1921)) 2 3 

Sue Bowering Cattleya Fire Magic 'Krull Smith'  AM/AOS (Cattleya Tokyo Magic x Cattleya Fire Fantasy) 2 4 

Bev Burtnyk 
Rhyncattleanthe Shinfong Little Sun 'Young Min Golden Boy' AM/AOS (Cattlianthe Golden Girl x 
Rhyncattleanthe Taida Love Star) 

3 5 

Ann Nakamura Cattleya Isabelle Stone (sincorana x coccinea) 3 6 

Jane Thompson Cattleya Mono Lake 'Dark Beauty' (Cattleya Lake Casitas x Cattleya Canyonlands)   7 

Robert St-Jean Cattleya mossiae var. coerulea 'Precocious' x Cattleya mossiae var. coerulea '7834-1'   8 

Robert St-Jean Cattleya Sea Breeze 'Fellroths Pride' HCC/AOS (Cattleya warneri x Cattleya walkeriana)   9 

Bev Burtnyk Cattleya Orglade's Grand (Cattleya Mildred Rives x Cattleya Persepolis)   10 

Asif Islam Enanthleya Bob Gasko (Guaricyclia Kyoguchi x Cattleya Seagulls Tangerine)   11 

1 2 3 4 5 

6 7 8 9 10 

11 
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DENDROBIUM 

Grower Orchid Ribbon Photo # 

Henriette Watkins Dendrobium Little Green Apples (Dendrobium Green Elf x Dendrobium convolutum) 1 12 

Asif Islam Dendrobium nobile NOID 2 13 

Janet Lang Dendrobium Seigyoku 'Queen' HCC/AOS 3 14 

Grower Orchid Ribbon Photo # 

Joyce Medcalf Masdevallia caudata 1 15 

Joyce Medcalf Masdevallia Belumana 'Spotted Beauty' HCC/AOS (Masdevallia strobelii x Masdevallia decumana) 2 16 

Joyce Medcalf Masdevallia instar 2 17 

Joyce Medcalf Masdevallia Copperwing #2 (Masdevallia veitchiana x Masdevallia decumana) 3 18 

Joyce Medcalf Masdevallia Copperwing #1 (Masdevallia veitchiana x Masdevallia decumana)   19 

13 12 14 

MASDEVALLIA 

15 16 17 18 19 
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27 26 

MISCELLANEOUS 

Grower Orchid Ribbon Photo # 

Marilyn Light Coelogyne chloroptera 'Leprechaun' CHM/AOS 1 20 

Jan Johns Maxillaria tenuifolia 2 21 

Sylvie Croteau Zygostates (Syn. Dipteranthus) pellucida  2 22 

Marilyn Light Coelogyne speciosa 'Alan Salzman' CHM/AOS 3 23 

Marie-Josée Bergeron Maxillaria houtteana 3 24 

Bev Burtnyk Ludochilus Dominyi (Anoectochilus roxburghii x Ludisia discolor) x Anoectochilus roxburghii   25 

Sylvie Croteau Ornithocephalus gladiatus   26 

Sylvie Croteau Bletilla (briganta ? x striata)   27 

ONCIDIUM 

Grower Orchid Ribbon Photo # 

Monique Savard Oncidium Sharry Baby 'Sweet Fragrance' AM/AOS (Oncidium Jamie Sutton x Oncidium Honolulu) 1 28 

Monique Savard Psychopsis papilio 2 29 

Nataxja Cini Oncidium NOID1   30 

20 21 22 23 

24 25 

28 29 30 
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Grower Orchid Ribbon Photo # 

Hessalene Attong Paphiopedilum Hsinying Leopard (Paphiopedilum Macabre x Paphiopedilum Ruby Leopard) 1 31 

Marie-Josée Bergeron Paphiopedilum Hung Sheng Bay x Paphiopedilum Hung Sheng Callosum 2 32 

Jan Johns 
Paphiopedilum Yi-Ying Green Coral (Paphiopedilum Mystic Jewel x Paphiopedilum Hsinying 
Biwa) 

3 33 

Tommy Wingreen/
Jackie Thorne 

Paphiopedilum Lynleigh Koopowitz (Paphiopedilum delenatii x Paphiopedilum malipoense)   34 

PAPHIOPEDILUM (SINGLE FLOWER) 

31 32 33 34 

Grower Orchid Ribbon Photo # 

Sue Bowering Phragmipedium caudatum 'Lyn' 1 35 

PHRAGMIPEDIUM 

35 
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Grower Orchid Ribbon Photo # 

Robert St-Jean Phalaenopsis NOID3 1 36 

Jan Johns Phalaenopsis NOID14 2 37 

Geraldine Hebert Phalaenopsis Rainbow Chip (Phalaenopsis Cassandra x Phalaenopsis equestris) 2 38 

Marilyn Light Phalaenopsis Liu's Berry (Phalaenopsis Eduardo Quisumbing x Phalaenopsis parishii) 2 39 

Tommy Wingreen/
Jackie Thorne 

Phalaenopsis Tying Shin Smart 'SF21' (Phalaenopsis Sogo Lawrence x Phalaenopsis equestris) 2 40 

Jan Johns Phalaenopsis (Ruey Lih Stripe x Happy Stripe) x Phalaenopsis equestris 'Riverbend' AM/AOS 3 41 

Mélodie Courchesne Phalaenopsis NOID2   42 

Marcel Carrière Phalaenopsis NOID4   43 

Bev Burtnyk Phalaenopsis NOID5   44 

Janet Lang Phalaenopsis NOID6   45 

Marilyn Light Phalaenopsis NOID7   46 

Junta Hinrichs  Phalaenopsis NOID8   47 

Junta Hinrichs  Phalaenopsis NOID9   48 

Asif Islam Phalaenopsis NOID15   49 

Asif Islam Phalaenopsis NOID16   50 

Asif Islam Phalaenopsis NOID17   51 

Monique Savard Phalaenopsis violacea f. coerulea 'Indigo'    52 

Marie-Josée Bergeron Phalaenopsis equestris   53 

Ann Nakamura Phalaenopsis tetraspis #C1   54 

Asif Islam Phalaenopsis tetraspis f. imperatrix 'Purple'    55 

Jan Johns Phalaenopsis NOID19 (peloric)   56 

Hessalene Attong Phalaenopsis Sogo Pikachu (Phalaenopsis Liu's Twilight Rainbow x Phalaenopsis Sogo Holy)   57 

Hessalene Attong Phalaenopsis Streetwise ?   58 

Hessalene Attong Phalaenopsis Surf Song (Phalaenopsis Taipei Gold x Phalaenopsis King Shiang's Rose)   59 

PHALAENOPSIS (RED, PINK, PURPLE, VIOLET) photos continue on next page 

36 37 38 39 

40 41 42 43 44 
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59 

PLEASE NOTE:  PICTURES HAVE BEEN SUPPLIED BY THE GROWER.  

Only one picture has been selected from each set of two for publication, although judging depended on the two pic-

tures. Pictures have been compressed to keep the Spike issue a reasonable size. Also, in some cases, pictures have 

been carefully cropped to maximize the flower or plant.  

PHALAENOPSIS (RED, PINK, PURPLE, VIOLET) continued 

45 46 47 49 

50 51 52 53 54 

55 56 57 58 

48 
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Grower Orchid Ribbon Photo # 

Sue Bowering Phalaenopsis Long Pride Mabel ? 1 60 

Monique Savard Phalaenopsis bellina (Phalaenopsis bellina x Phalaenopsis bellina 'Joy') AM/AOS 2 61 

Hessalene Attong Phalaenopsis Crystal Surprise (Phalaenopsis Lioulin Venus x Phalaenopsis LD's Bear Queen) 2 62 

Robert St-Jean Phalaenopsis Polka Dot x Phalaenopsis Ever Spring Fairy 3 63 

Mélissa Courchesne Phalaenopsis NOID1   64 

Marie-Josée Bergeron 
Phalaenopsis Mituo Eagle 'Goose Yellow-1' (Phalaenopsis Zheng Min Muscadine x 
Phalaenopsis LD's Bear King) 

  65 

Nataxja Cini Phalaenopsis NOID12   66 

Nataxja Cini Phalaenopsis NOID13   67 

Asif Islam Phalaenopsis NOID18   68 

Hessalene Attong Phalaenopsis Sogo Super (Phalaenopsis Super Pixie x Phalaenopsis Brother Sara Gold)   69 

Asif Islam Phalaenopsis Taisuco Micky (Phalaenopsis Golden Peoker x Phalaenopsis pulcherrima)   70 

PHALAENOPSIS (WHITE, GREEN, YELLOW) 

60 61 62 63 64 

65 66 67 68 69 

70 
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PLEUROTHALLID 

Grower Orchid Ribbon Photo # 

Joyce Medcalf Pleurothallis bivalvis 'Hill Island'CHM/AOS 1 71 

Joyce Medcalf Lepanthes telipogoniflora 2 72 

Joyce Medcalf Pleurothallis canaligera 'Fenwick Joy'  CBR/CCM/AOS 2 73 

Joyce Medcalf Lepanthes elegantula 3 74 

Joyce Medcalf Porroglossum meridionale   75 

Joyce Medcalf Lepanthes calocera   76 

Joyce Medcalf Pleurothallis andreae 'Hill Island' CBR/AOS   77 

Grower Orchid Ribbon Photo # 

Sylvie Croteau Angraecum NOID 1 78 

Sylvie Croteau Vanda falcata Nishidemiyako   79 

Bev Burtnyk Vanda falacata Anzuhime - non blooming   80 

VANDA 

71 72 73 74 75 76 

77 

78 79 80 
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PHOTO TIPS 

 

You want to show your plant at its best, so try to make your photos do it justice. There is usually no need to have a 

fancy camera, most cellphone cameras can do a good job these days. The most important thing is to set up your 

plant in a suitable location where there is good light, and where there are no distractions behind it. You want the 

judges to see the plant itself, not your kitchen sink or your living room decorations! 

 

• Clean up the plant if necessary before you take the photos. You may want to hide the pot inside a decorative 

pot, remove the label if it is too prominent, trim any dead leaves, etc.  

• Try to have a plain uncluttered background. Usually black or dark grey is best but white or a neutral colour 

such as a plain area of painted wall can be good. If possible, put black cloth on the table and sit the plant on 

it. 

• Try to avoid having objects in the background, like ornaments on the wall, a couch, the fridge or kitchen sink, 

a bright window, etc. 

• The best is to set up an area where you can take the photo, with plain cloth or cardboard as the background 

and black cloth on the table. You can even cover the pot with black cloth as you would do in a show – it only 

takes a minute.  

• Take several photos from slightly different angles and then pick out the best ones. Either move the camera 

or else move the plant to find the best position. 

• Look at your photos before you send them in! If they are not as good as you would like, take more – digital 

photos are free! 

 If there are too many objects in the background, either move them or move the plant and take anoth-

er photo.  

 If the photo is not sharp, take another one. Remember to hold the camera as still as possible! 

 If there are two prominent flowers and one is not sharp, try turning the plant slightly so that both 

flowers are the same distance from the camera. This way they can both be in focus. 

 If the flowers do not fit into the image, move the camera or the plant and take another photo. 

 If you have used a piece of black cardboard or cloth as the background, try to make sure the piece is 

big enough and is placed correctly to cover the whole area of the photo.  

 If the photo is too dark or the flower colour does not look accurate, try to find somewhere with better 

light. Daylight is best but flash can also be good.  

 

EXAMPLES 

Following are some examples showing the benefit of using a plain background, carefully positioning the plant,  

covering the plastic pot, removing unwanted distractions such as labels, and having good lighting. All these were 

entries in the virtual show, exactly as received. With very little effort and attention to detail, you can make sure 

your photos are as attractive as these! 
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Asif Islam Arlene Lang 

Bev Burtnyk 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Two good examples with plain black backgrounds, decorative pots, staked inflorescences. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Another good example with neutral background, decorative pot, no distractions. 
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Good close-up, very sharp image, plain black background. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Black cloth background, nicely covering the pot as you would in a show. 

Marilyn Light 

Joyce Medcalf 
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MESSAGES FROM OUR JUDGING CENTRES 

The Ottawa Orchid Society is privileged to be served by two Judging Centres—and to have our own Ottawa  Orchid Society 

represented by both Chairs:  André Couture and Joyce Medcalf. We also have two student judges—one at each centre: 

Jean Hollebone and Marie-Josée Bergeron. Jean Hollebone has been the Vice President of the American Orchid Society for 

several years. Joyce Medcalf is also one of the Trustees of the American Orchid Society. We are well served by these     

dedicated orchidophiles. Thank you to all. As a society, we do contribute to both our Judging Centres. Funds from the    

February auction were sent to each of them, $250 to Toronto and $350 to Montréal. The latter has received a slightly 

greater proportion for the last two years to help with start-up costs. 

Jan Johns 

MONTRÉAL JUDGING CENTRE 

For the past 15 years, the Montréal Judging Centre operated under the umbrella of the Toronto Judging Centre and was known 

as Toronto Supplemental Judging Centre – Montréal. However, on April 23, 2020, the American Orchid Society approved    

Montréal’s request to become a fully independent Centre. 

This new status signifies that the Centre will fully participate at the AOS Judging Committee. All Montréal personnel welcomed 

this news. Members are: 

André Couture – Chair 

Marie-Odile Biancamano – Vice-Chair 

Michel Tremblay – One of the founders of the Centre 

Laura Bonnell 

Christelle Kapfer 

Scott De Vito 

Cedric Anne 

Marie-Josée Bergeron 

  

Many members of the Ottawa Orchid Society have had the opportunity to judge orchids with the Centre’s judges at our annual 

shows. 

 

Notwithstanding its independence, the Montréal Judging Centre will continue to judge cooperatively with the Toronto Judging 

Centre at various Orchid Shows in Ontario and Québec. 

 

The Centre meets at the Montréal Botanical Garden the third Saturday of the month except for March and April when it meets 

in conjunction with the Montréal and Ottawa Orchid Shows. All members are welcome to attend the monthly AOS judging     

sessions; better still, they should also submit plants for judging. At all judging meetings, there is a one-hour educational         

program, always geared to orchids. 

 

During this COVID-19 period, the Centre has not been able to meet and no decision has yet been taken for June, the Garden’s 

meeting rooms not being open to the public. We all hope this situation will be resolved soon. Members should follow up on the 

Centre’s activity on Facebook. 

 

The Centre would like to take this opportunity to thank the Ottawa Orchid Society and its members for its generous financial 

support over the years. 

André Couture 
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TORONTO JUDGING CENTRE 

For more than 25 years, the Toronto Judging Centre has been one of many American Orchid Society independent judging      

centres and the first independent judging centre in Canada. There are now, with Montréal, 27 independent AOS judging        

centres many with several supplemental centres under them. We are very pleased that Montréal is now an independent      

centre. 
 

The members of the Toronto Judging Centre, as of May 2020, are: 

ACCREDITED 

Joyce Medcalf—Chair 

Theresa (Terry) Kennedy—Vice Chair 

Patrick (Pat) Vuurman—Treasurer 

Jean Allen-Ikeson (Training co-ordinator and AOS National training co-ordinator)     

Gilberto Arrieche 

David Bryan 

Carol Butcher 

Jeanne Kaeding 

Jay Norris—Photographer 

Inge Poot (Emeritus) 

Peter Poot (Emeritus) 

Gail Schwarz 

SENIOR 

John Doherty 

Claudio Rossi 

ASSOCIATE (Formerly called PROBATIONARY) 

Leslie Ee 

Elizabeth McAlpine 

STUDENTS 

Jean Hollebone 

Carlos Villarroel 

Mark Whelan 
 

We meet at the Toronto Botanical Garden, 777 Lawrence Avenue East at Leslie Street, the first Saturday of each month at       

10 a.m., except mid-February for the Southern Ontario Orchid Society Show (SOOS) and the second Sunday in August for SOOS 

Summerfest,  where we AOS judge at those events. Anyone may attend all our judgings, hopefully, but not necessarily,     bring-

ing plants to judge. Monthly we have orchid judging lectures, by TJC AOS judges and or International speakers/judges, in the 

morning and AOS judging starting at 1 p.m. We judge at many shows a year in Ontario, Quebec, New York, and Central and 

South America. 
 

Thanks to the generosity of the Ottawa Orchid Society and other societies that we judge at we are able to continue to meet at 

the Toronto Botanical Garden and afford well known expert speakers. 
 

Since early March, with the Covid-19 restrictions all AOS judgings and shows have been cancelled. The AOS web site http://

www.aos.org/news-events.aspx, and the TJC Facebook site has information on shows and judgings. 

 

Joyce Medcalf 

http://www.aos.org/news-events.aspx
http://www.aos.org/news-events.aspx


 18 

INTRODUCING SABINA GUPTA:  SPIKE’S NEW EDITOR’S SHORT ORCHID JOURNEY  

I was introduced to orchids at a very young 

age as my father was a botanist and grew   

Vanda types (foxtail-kind) mainly on window-

sills of our home in India, where I was born 

and brought up. Later, seeing orchids grow on 

tropical fruit trees around my cousin’s house, 

who lived on the Konkan coast (a section of 

the western coastline of India), became a     

routine during my summer vacation. However, 

I waited until 1999 to purchase my first  orchid 

(Oncidium Sharry Baby—with chocolate      

fragrance, $50.00), which was at an orchid 

show held in Québec City. They were way too 

expensive to afford as a student and I was  

totally a novice at growing them indoors. 

Looking back, the resilient Sharry Baby stayed 

with me for five years and grew to be a     

specimen size blooming every year (I now 

know that large plants are called specimens!). When I moved to Ottawa, I transferred it to a large self watering pot and left it 

outside during the summer months thinking it would grow even larger. Well, before the end of that summer, my Oncidium 

had succumbed to rot. Ensuite, life got busier and liabilities increased (kids!), keeping me away from orchids. In 2016, a      

website featuring a list of 'what to do in Ottawa in April' listed the Orchid Show. Voila! Came home with an Arundina (Bamboo 

orchid) and a Sharry Baby. Sadly, killed both of them in a year, but how dare they? The challenge was real this time and I was 

hooked. I got my hands on every piece of orchid related information available on the net, joined several Facebook groups 

sharing orchid culture information and finally, started attending the Society meetings in late 2018 and became a member in 

2019. A single show a year is not enough now. I have searched the length and width of the internet for people selling orchids 

in Ottawa, called random people listed as orchid growers, have walked into every single florist shop and nursery on my way to 

find exotic orchids and now, I travel to different cities to attend annual shows. A simple challenge has turned into addiction 

and may be a sweet obsession. To date, I have collected about 60 orchids of all sorts and have learnt to successfully grow and 

bloom them indoors under lights. I am still a novice at it and have lots to learn from you. What I hope to bring by accepting to 

be an editor of this wonderful Society’s journal is to share with you those novice perspectives and invite you experts to share 

yours.   

Sabina Gupta 

INTERIM EDITOR’S WRAP 

It has been my pleasure to put this edition of Spike together. However, I am reminded just how much work it is. Bev, so many thanks for all 

your hard work for the last few years—amazing job! Sabina—welcome—I am so glad that you volunteered. Heads up—it does take a lot of 

time. Thanks to Marie-Josée Bergeron for looking after both Facebook and Instagram...our social media expert! Thank you to Dave Cooper 

for setting up and running the Virtual Orchid Show (on Marilyn Light's suggestion) and providing the Photo Tips—it is nice to see you back 

fully in the President's Chair. Thanks to our four judges with a special thanks to Joyce Medcalf for her work on orchid names—the question 

marks indicate that the plant name cannot be verified. Last but not least, thank you to Arlene Lang who (I anticipate) will be reading this 

with her eagle eye and correcting every error—both of copy and layout. 

Have a great summer—and let us hope we all meet in the Fall in some way or another!           Jan Johns 


