SPIKE
Newsletter of the Ottawa Orchid Society

May 2019
Calvin Wong - Tropical Garden Orchids
Our invited speaker is Calvin Wong from Tropical Gardens Orchids. His talk will be on the genus
Coelogyne.

This genus consists of over 200 epiphyte
species found from India to the Pacific
Islands, but mainly in Borneo, Sumatra
and the Himalayas.

Coelogyne cristata
‘Jardin botanique de Montréal’

Tropical Gardens Orchids is a family-owned nursery located in Richmond, B.C., since 1999. The
founder, Calvin Wong, is an experienced orchid grower & hybridizer, he is an accredited judge of
the American Orchid Society, Vice Chair of the AOS Western Canada Judging Centre, and Past
President of the Canadian Orchid Congress (COC). Calvin often judges various orchid shows
internationally and is invited to different speaking engagements in North America. He is also
published in various publications, such as the Orchid Digest. Members can pre-order orchids at
www.tgorchids.com. Insert „OOS Pre-order May 2019‟ as the title of your e-mail. The deadline
for pre-ordering is: May 10th. He will also bring plants for sale.
Orchids 101 - Margaret Haydon, The Orchid Doctor, starts at 12:30 p.m.

The Ottawa Orchid Society meets the third Sunday of every month
From September to May, except April, at 1:30 p.m.
at the Tom Brown Arena, 141 Bayview Road, Ottawa
MEMBERSHIP: $25.00 from September 1, to August 31, $5.00 donation for Visitors
Don‟t forget to bring your blooming Orchids for the Show Table.
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President‟s Message
Hi Everyone,
I hope you were able to come to the Show this year and that you enjoyed
taking in all the exhibits. I also hope you were able to find plenty to interest
you at our vendors‟ tables, and that you brought home something to
enhance your collection. But perhaps the biggest problem as always is
resisting the temptation and staying within your budget! Anyway, it was
another great Show and I thank all our participants, judges, volunteers and
visitors for supporting us.
On a personal note, I was looking through the “archival” posters in our
Poster Display and the first time I was involved was the 12th Show, way back in 1993, when I
volunteered to look after the floor layout (knowing nothing about it!). It is scary to think that this was
over 25 years ago!! Some things have changed over the years of course but the enthusiasm remains
the same, if not more. Perhaps the biggest change has been the move from paper registration to the
computer system, and many thanks to Henry Steger for taking on this the daunting task of
computerization and making it happen! Now I don‟t think there is anyone who would want to go back
to the dark ages of paper, especially Jan who has taken over registration from Henry this year. We
have a great group of people in our Society and I enjoy meeting and working with all of you.
This month we have Calvin Wong from Tropical Orchid Gardens giving us a presentation. As you
remember Calvin was originally scheduled for January, but we were forced to cancel because of
heavy snow. I am very pleased that Calvin is able to come back, and I hope the weather will
cooperate this time!
Don‟t forget we also have our election in the May meeting so make sure you come and participate.
More details below.

Dave Cooper
OOS Board of Directors Election
At the May meeting we will be electing a President, Vice President, Treasurer, and Secretary. These
are two year terms and open to any member in good standing. Please look on our Website for job
descriptions for each position. Any member interested in running for one of these positions needs to
submit their application in writing, naming the position. Your nomination must be endorsed in writing
by 3 OOS members in good standing. Please contact Janet Johns, on or before the May meeting. We
are looking, in particular, for a Secretary. This is a nice way to become involved in the Society and
doesn't require a lot of time. We meet several times a year before our monthly meetings and in
August at a Board member's home for our annual budget meeting. If you have any questions please
don't hesitate to call her at 613-749-0614 or by email at johnjns@sympatico.ca.

Janet Johns
Past President
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Henriette Watkins and Andre Couturé
As most of you know, two of our long standing Board members are stepping down this year. André
Couture has been looking after our meeting Program for many years and he has done an excellent
job, bringing in many outstanding speakers from far and wide.
Henriette Watkins has been our Secretary for the last four years and she has faithfully recorded our
meeting minutes as well as dealing with countless items of Society business. We thank both of you
for your contribution to the Society.
OOS Board Directors

Annual Show
Well, our 38th Annual Show is now past us and once again it was a great success. Our vendors had
excellent sales (several of them almost sold out!), our exhibits were spectacular, and we had great
attendance despite (or perhaps because of!) the cold weather. Janet and I are confident we will have
very good financial results as well, once all the money has been counted and the expenses paid.
We hope everyone enjoyed themselves at the Show, and that you took home some exciting additions
to your collections that will give you pleasure long after the memories of the show itself have faded.
We hope you were able to get some good photos as well – there was certainly no shortage of subject
matter!
We thank all our out-of-town vendors and exhibitors for supporting our Show with such beautiful
exhibits, and of course our AOS judges for supporting us with your expertise. We realize that some of
you came from very far away and we appreciate your dedication.
We would particularly like to thank our Show Committee and all our willing and enthusiastic
volunteers who look after all the various aspects of the Show. There are so many things to take care
of and as your Co-Chairs it is impressive to see how everything runs so smoothly, from the early
planning and publicity right through to the final take down on the Sunday night. We have an
experienced and well-oiled team and it is really appreciated by everyone!

Dave Cooper & Janet Johns
Show Chair & Show Co-Chair

Signs
Please bring the road signs to the May meeting. Jean Hollebone will clean them up and store them
for next year. If you are not coming to the meeting or inadvertently forget to bring them, they may be
dropped off in the carport at Jean's home at 1176 Castle Hill Crescent, Ottawa, just off Maitland
Avenue between the Queensway and Baseline Road.
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Program for 2019 - 2020
Now it is time to start thinking about the program for next year. Because speakers are in high
demand, we have already secured reservations in order to ensure an interesting program for the
season. We have a very interesting program lined up for you.

September 15
Ron McHatton, Chief Science Officer for the American Orchid Society will speak on "Sex among the
Orchids". Ron runs the bi-monthly AOS Greenhouse Chats on orchid culture so this will be a
wonderful opportunity to ask him questions about those rare and difficult to grow orchids in your
collection.

October 16
Allan Koch of Gold Country Orchids, California will talk about mini cattleyas. Allan is a prize-winning
hybridizer of these windowsill orchids and will be bringing plants for sale.

November 17
David Sorokowsky will speak about new directions in Paphiopedilum Breeding. This is an exciting
new field and the new hybrids being produced are very exciting and interesting. He will bring
Paphiopedilums for sale.

December 15: Christmas Social
January 15
Steve Gonzales of Minnesota will speak on an Introduction to Pleurothallids. He will tell us about the
wonders of these tiny orchids and how to grow them.

February 16: Auction
March 15
Shaun Hills of Garden Slippers will talk on native Cypripediums. He is growing native slipper orchids
and their beautiful hybrids, successfully over wintering them in his Calgary garden. If he can grow
them there, we can learn tips on how to nurture and over winter these beauties in Ottawa gardens.
Plant orders will be taken before the meeting.

April 25 - 26: 39th Annual Ottawa Orchid Society Show April 25 - 26, 2020.
May 17
We are negotiating with George Hatfield to speak on Cymbidiums. George was awarded the
prestigious AOS Hybridizers Award at the 2019 AOS Spring Meeting in San Diego, California, U.S.A.
He is an excellent speaker and can share a wealth of information about this beautiful group of
orchids.
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Changed Venue for the September Meeting
In September, Tom Brown Arena is changing their HVAC system and we will be unable to meet at our
usual location. We have instead booked the basement hall of Trinity United Church at 1099
Maitland Ave, Ottawa, Ontario, K2C 2B8 for September 15th. It can be reached easily from the
Queensway or Baseline Road and OC Transpo Route 150 (from Lincoln Fields or Tunney‟s Pasture)
stops at the door. There is lots of free parking, the room is well equipped and it is guaranteed that
there will be no noise from hockey sticks, pucks or a Zamboni at this meeting. Maps will be given out
at the May meeting and information will be posted on the Website and in Spike.

Jean Hollebone
Program Co-ordinator

NEW MEMBERS
A warm welcome to: Ann Nakamura, Cindy Langill, Carlos Gobler, Michela Bisson,
Susan Norrington, Fiona Amanya, Mila Kouznetsova, Prudence Spry, Sabina Halappanavar,
Sophia Radelet-Ong and Kamala Louvelle as our newest members of the OOS! We hope that you
enjoy our Society. Please feel free to ask myself, any of the Board of Directors or OOS Members any
questions that you might have about the Society or about growing orchids.
Congratulations to: Boris Shteinbock, Junta Hinricks, Eltaeya Veldhuis and Donna Liston who won
a Free Membership for 2019 - 2020, at our Annual Orchid Show. Welcome to the OOS!

Helen Nitschkie
Membership

Orchids 101 - May
Orchids 101 - The Orchid Doctor
May 19, 12:30 p.m. to 1:15 p.m.
Margaret Haydon and other Society Experts will identify orchid pests and how to control them.
Bring in your pests or pieces of plants in sealed plastic bags or a photograph of your plant or the
problem. Our Orchid doctors will identify the problems and tell you how to treat them.
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OOS Display at the Toronto Artistic Orchid Association Show
April 13 - 14, 2019
Thanks to Barbara Wysocka for creating our OOS Display for the Toronto Artistic Orchid Association
Orchid Show. The OOS Display received a 3rd Place Ribbon. Congratulations and thanks to everyone
who contributed their orchids. The following orchids won awards:

OOS Display
Award
st
1

Owner
Barbara Wysocka

st

Barbara Wysocka

nd

Bev Burtnyk

nd

Barbara Wysocka
Barbara Wysocka
Barbara Wysocka
Angèle Biljan

1
2

2
rd
3
rd
3
rd
3

Left side of OOS Display

Orchid Name
Phalaenopsis OX Happy Girl 'Sweetheart'
(Phal. OX X-Ray x Phal. OX Little King)
Wilsonara Tiger Brew 'Pacific Holiday'
(Oda. Memoria Rudolf Pabst x Odcdm. Tiger Hambuhren)
Rth. Shinfong Little Sun 'Young-Min Golden Boy'
(Ctt. Golden Girl x Rth. Taida Love Star)
Phal. Chiada Frances 'Picotee'
RIc. Husky Boy 'Michael'
Miltonidium Guann Shin Rouge 'Ruby'
Potinara Love Love x Blc. Tsiku Lily

1st Place - Wilsonara Tiger Brew 'Pacific Holiday'
(Oda. Memoria Rudolf Pabst x Odcdm. Tiger Hambuhren)
Owned by Barbara Wysocka
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Best in Show - TAOA Orchid Show
This display belongs to Wilson Ng and he has displayed these plants in the Ottawa Show before.
The two big orange orchids are his Cattleyas. The one on the top is the Rth. Love Passion 'Orange
Bird' AM/CCM/CCE/AOS which is one of his awarded clones. It has been awarded a few times, it was
pulled for AOS Judging again this year. This year there are more flowers than last year, about 154
flowers, which is 10% more than the 140 flowers it had when it was awarded 2017 in Montreal.
Unfortunately, the increase in the flower count was not enough to be awarded again.
The one on the floor is the Ctt. Trick or Treat 'Orange Beauty' CCM/CCE/AOS, which is also one of
Wilson‟s awarded orchid. This was awarded a CCE twice, one with a score of 92 and the most recent
score of 95. It has 365 flowers this year, 45 flowers more than when it was previously awarded.
Wilson Ng purchased this orchid from his mentor, Mr. Gary Schreiber, about 11 years ago. He has
never divided this orchid because he wanted to grow it as a specimen, which it is now. This orchid
receives Best in Show and Best Specimen almost every time it is displayed. It always opens around
late March to April and is very reliable and showy. This orchid is his lucky charm. He just loves this
plant but it‟s getting very big and heavy, always needing at least 2 people to move the plant.
Thanks to Wilson Ng for the information on his Award winning Cattleya Orchids!
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Results of the OOS Display at the OOS Orchid Show

Place

Grower’s Name

Plant Name

Marie-Josée Bergeron

Cypripedium Tilman 'Carol Kanzer' (tibeticum x fasciolatum)
Oncostele Eye Candy 'Pinkie'
(Oncostele Catatante x Oncidium Barossa Delight)
Epidendrum No Name Hybrid
Ludisia discolor
Paphiopedilum Hsinying Rubyweb '2096#1' x
Paph. Hilo Ruby „Double Diamond„
Miltonia Hajime Ono #5
Oncidium Wild Willie 'Pacific Bingo'
(Oncidium reichenhelmii x Oncidium Wildwood)
Lambara Five Aces (Bardendrum Nanboh Pixy x
Broughtonia sanguinea)
Ludisia discolor
Neofinetia falcata Shutennou
Angulocaste Olympus 'Sundown' AM/AOS
Phalaenopsis Dragon‟s Dazzler
(Phal. Taipei Gold x Phal. venosa)
Dendrobium unicum
Phalaenopsis No Name Hybrid
Dendrobium rhodostictum x Dendrobium Aussie Chip
Oncidesa Hwuluduen Bee 'Wasp'
Phalaenopsis No Name Hybrid
Phalaenopsis Tying Shin Pink Kite 'Geneva' AM/AOS
(Anna-Larati Soekardj x Stone Dance)
Oncostele Firecat 'Harmony'
Phalaenopsis LD's Bear King 'YK7'
Phalaenopsis OX Happy Girl 'Sweetheart'
(Phal. OX X-Ray x Phal. OX Little King)
Neofinetia falcata
Vanda Pat‟s Delight
Phalaenopsis Jia Ho Summer Love 'Little Pixie' HCC/AOS
Cattlianthe Astraea 'Memoria Di Ciommo David'
(Cattleya loddigesii x Guarianthe skinneri)
Phragmipedium Kelvin Mylive 'Dragon‟s Blood'
Phalaenopsis No Name Hybrid
Phalaenopsis cornu-cervi f. chattaladae
Phalaenopsis No Name Hybrid
Phalaenopsis Taida King's Caroline 'Little Zebra' AM/AOS
Miltonia Hajime Ono #5
Zygolum Louisendorf 'Rhein Moonlight' AM/AOS
(Zygosepalum labiosum x Zygopetalum Artur Elle)
Phalaenopsis Jia Ho Blueberry
(Phal. Samera f. coerulea x Phal. equestris f. coerulea)
Phalaenopsis Tying Shin Pink Kite 'Geneva' AM/AOS
(Anna-Larati Soekardj x Stone Dance)

Photo
#

st

1

AOS Consideration
st

1

AOS Consideration
st

1
st
1

Bev Burtnyk
Ann Smutylo
Ann Smutylo

st

Hessalene Attong
Maria Martins

st

Monique Savard

nd

Angèle Biljan
Ann Smutylo
Bev Burtnyk
Bev Burtnyk

nd

Bev Burtnyk
Geraldine Hebert
Hessalene Attong
Maria Martins
Maria Martins
Marie-Josée Bergeron

nd

Masa Matsuo
Masa Matsuo
André Couture

rd

Bev Burtnyk
Bev Burtnyk
Bev Burtnyk
Bev Burtnyk
Bev Burtnyk

1
st
1
1

2
nd
2
nd
2
nd
2
2
nd
2
nd
2
nd
2
nd
2
nd
2
2
nd
2
rd
3
3
rd
3
rd
3
rd
3
rd
3
rd

David Kalb
Hessalene Attong
Hessalene Attong
Jane Thompson
Janet Johns
Maria Martins

rd

Maria Martins

rd

Maria Martins

rd

Menaka Raguparan

3
rd
3
rd
3
rd
3
rd
3
rd
3
3
3
3

1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25
26
27
28
29
30
31
32
33
34
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Photos taken by Bev Burtnyk
#8, #12, & #26 photos taken by Arlene Lang
#1

#2

#5

#6

#9

#13

#3

#7

#10

#14

#4

#8

#11

#15

#12

#16

11

#17

#21

#25

#29

#18

#19

#22

#26

#30

#20

#23

#27

#24

#28

#31

#32

12

#33

#34

OOS Display
Photo taken by Arlene Lang
Congratulations to those who won ribbons for the orchids on the OOS Display. Everyone‟s orchid
contribution to the OOS Display was greatly appreciated. Without them there wouldn‟t have
been a display.
Special thanks to Monique Savard, Maria Martins, Hessalene Attong, Don Town, Masa Matsuo and
Jean Hollebone. And also to those who helped with the take down on Sunday. Thanks to Jean
Hollebone for doing the classification of the orchids that were donated for the OOS Display.

Bev Burtnyk
Show Committee - OOS Display
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Alliance Award Winners
Class

Description

Name

B. Cattleya Alliance

Les Orchidophiles de Montréal

C. Cypripedium Alliance

Cattleya purpurata
Paphiopedilum Screaming Eagle „Robert
Biljan„ AM/AOS

D1. Phalaenopsis/Doritis
Alliance

Phalaenopsis OX Honey Star (Phalaenopsis
OX Honey x Phalaenopsis OX Spot Queen)

D2. Vanda Alliance
E. Oncidium Alliance
F. Cymbidium Alliance
G. Dendrobium Alliance
H. Pleurothallid Alliance
I. Maxillaria Alliance

Ascocentrum miniatum
Oncidium sphacelatum
Grammatophyllum stapeliiflorum
Dendrobium Lucky Charm
Acianthera strupifolia
Maxillaria tenuifolia „Mother's Day„ HCC/AOS

Orchids in Our Tropics
Les Orchidophiles de Montréal
Les Orchidophiles de Montréal
Southern Ontario Orchid Society
Les Orchidophiles de Montréal
Orchid Society of the Royal
Botanical Gardens

J. Miscellaneous Genera

Gongora fulva

Orchids in Our Tropics

K. Fragrance

Laeliocattleya Llory Ann „Paradise„ AM/AOS

Southern Ontario Orchid Society

M. Orchid Photography

Cymbidium

Jay Norris

Angèle Biljan
Le Paradis des Orchidées

Award Winners
Award

Description

Name

AOS

American Orchid
Society Show Trophy

Exhibit of 26 or more Orchid
Plants

Les Orchidophiles de Montréal

BP

Best Plant in Show
(In honour of Pamela
Gaskill)
Best Specimen Plant
Best Species

Cattleya purpurata

Les Orchidophiles de Montréal

Oncidium sphacelatum
Acianthera strupifolia
Paphiopedilum Screaming
Eagle „Robert Biljan„ AM/AOS

Les Orchidophiles de Montréal
Les Orchidophiles de Montréal

BSP
BS
HB

Hans Bode Trophy

Angèle Biljan

Best of Class
Description
Exhibit of 1 to 5 Orchid Plants
Exhibit of 6 to 15 Orchid Plants
Exhibit of 16 to 25 Orchid Plants
Exhibit of 26 or more Orchid Plants
Educational Exhibit
Visiting Society Award
COC Trophy Class

Name
Marcel Carrière
Piping Rock Orchids
Orchids in Our Tropics
Les Orchidophiles de Montréal
Ravenvision
Les Orchidophiles de Montréal
Barbara Wysocka & Hélène Mondou
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Barbara Wysocka & Hélène Mondou‟s Display
Winner of the COC Award
Photo taken by Arlene Lang

Marcel Carrière‟s Display won 1st Place for Exhibit of 1 to 5 Orchid Plants
Photo taken by Arlene Lang
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Best Plant of Show
Cattleya purpurata - Les Orchidophiles de Montréal
Photo taken by Bev Burtnyk

Piping Rock Orchids won 1st Place for Exhibit of 6 to 15 Orchid Plants
Photo taken by Bev Burtnyk
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1st Place Ribbon Best Cypripedium and Winner of the Hans Bode Trophy
Paphiopedilum Screaming Eagle „Robert Biljan„ AM/AOS, owned by Angèle Biljan.
Photos taken by Bev Burtnyk

Photo Gallery - Photos of Winning Entries taken by Arlene Lang

st

1 Place Ribbon
Pink Lady's Slipper
Orchids in Natural Habitat
Photo by Dave Cooper

st

1 Place Ribbon
Encyclia dickinsoniana
Cultivated Orchids
Photo by Dora Elisa Pérez

st

1 Place Ribbon
Cymbidium
Digital Painting
Best Orchid Photography
Photo by Jay Norris
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Early Summer Orchid Care
From the AOS
Sonoma County Orchid Society Newsletter June 2012
Throughout the country, summer weather has arrived and gives the orchid grower a new set of
conditions with which to cope. Changing light intensity is one of the greatest dangers of this season.
The sooner you move plants into bright light, the sooner they will begin to grow at their peak, and
autumn and winter blooms will be the better for it. Remember, though, that like you, plants have been
inside all winter and will burn easily until properly acclimatized to the higher light. As you are cautious
your first few times outdoors in the Spring, gradually accustom your plants to the light over several
weeks. As with most orchid growing, awareness is key. Remembering that plants can burn at this
season goes a long way toward preventing the problem.
Repot and clean plants. There‟s no better time to remove dead foliage and repot if necessary. There
are really few orchids that will not be aided by repotting this month. Awareness of the particular
plant's growth cycle is a must. The Spring blooming plants should be good and hard and easy to pot,
while the summer bloomers growth will be just initiating and quite soft, demanding care in potting.
Maintain your fertilizer regime at the highest frequency this month. The more growth you can achieve
now, the more flowers your orchids can support in their blooming seasons.
Pests are most active during the warm months. Inspect the undersides of leaves for undesirable
creatures in hiding. Remove dried cataphylls on Cattleya pseudobulbs to eliminate a hiding place.
Watch your orchids grow, being alert for distress signals and treat them quickly when they appear.
All Phalaenopsis repotting should be done by now, except for the late-season types stemming from
Doritos ancestry. This group should be repotted as soon as possible, even if it means sacrificing
some of the flowers. Various Oncidium types will be initiating growth and ready for repotting to make
the most of the summer growth season. Again, there is never really a bad time to repot
Paphiopedilums, but there is never a better time than now, especially for the multifloras. Observation of your Cattleyas will tell you when any particular plant will be rooting and immediately before that
time is the best time to repot. Many times the growth will be soft and brittle, so extreme care must be
exercised not to break or bruise the growth. Cymbidiums are at the end of their blooming cycle.
Increase the frequency of watering as temperatures rise and increase light levels until your plants are
in very bright conditions. Insufficient light during the growth period is the number one cause for lack of
flowers. Vandas enjoy higher light intensity and reward you with vigorous growth if you fertilize
frequently. As Masdevallia species continue to flower, watch for new spikes to ensure they don't
become entangled in the leaves. You may have to increase shading as the temperatures rise.
Surround with moving air to discourage pests and to keep the plants cooler. Keep Miltoniopsis in
bright filtered light to ensure strong spikes and good color in the flowers. Don‟t let your plants become
dry as this will lower the quality of the blooms. Keep the day temperatures below 80°F.
Submitted by:

Hessalene Attong and Don Town
OOS Members
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Summer Blooms of Fairy Sanggumay
April 12, 2019 Rence Chan
Fairy, dainty, lesser sanggumay season ushers in the start of the summer or dry season in the
country. Scientific name is Dendrobium aphyllum. The flowering season of this species overlaps with
Dendrobium anosmum or sanggumay.

Origin of the Name
This orchid species is popularly called fairy sanggumay, dainty sanggumay, lesser sanggumay,
salome, latigo among others. It is more popularly called as fairy or dainty sanggumay because the
flowers looks like miniature fairies with wings flying in one‟s garden or dainty flowering orchids. The
shape, size and smell is less pungent compared to Dendrobium anosmum. Hence, locals would also
refer this as lesser sanggumay.
Chef Paulo Castillo Fuentes from Angono, Rizal province recounted that they bought 3 big clumps of
Dendrobium aphyllum at a Sunday market, divided some of the orchids then mounted them on live
alagao/alagaw tree. He hopes that within 2 to 3 years time, these orchids can make a spectacular
display of blooms. He is also a cake, artist, event stylist, florist, plant and orchid enthusiast too.

Dendrobium aphyllum blooming at the farm of Mr. Mac Pagsoligan from Pangasinan.
19

Mr. Mac Pagsolingan started growing these types of orchid species several years ago.according
to him, there were massive blooms last year.

He would grew them with charcoal, kakawate wood in plastic pots. Adding slow release fertilizer to
boost the growth during the growing season and would also apply water soluble fertilizers.
Mr. Mac Pagsolingan 0917-5505473 at Centris Sunday Market plant section or try to visit his booth at
the upcoming Grow and Show within Ninoy Aquino Parks and Wildlife Center from April 26 to 28,
2019.
Orchid Range and Classification
Dendrobium aphyllum are one of the top 10 commonly cultivated native orchids in the country. This
orchid species can be found from India, Nepal, Bhutan, China, Hainan China, Assam, Bangladesh,
Sri Lanka, Andaman Islands, Maldives, Myanmar, Thailand, Laos, Cambodia, Malaysia, Taiwan,
Indonesia, parts of northern Australia and Philippines.
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Dendrobium aphyllum more than 200 cm long

Dendrobium aphyllum with hundreds of flowers

Classification
This orchid grows well in lowland and up to 1,800 meters in elevation. The species was discovered by
Sir William Roxburgh in southern parts of India and described in his book Plants of the Coast of
Coromandel in 1795. During most of the nineteenth and twentieth centuries, Dendrobium aphyllum
was best known as Dendrobium pierardi or Dendrobium cucullatum which confuses a lot of orchid
growers and even orchid experts.
This only came into general use after 1985, when the influential Danish botanist Gunnar Seidenfaden
confirmed, albeit with some reservations, that this was the same species that people were growing as
Dendrobium pierardii. Gradually, the name Dendrobium aphyllum has come back into use and is the
accepted name. It will take at least a decade or so before local orchid growers would refer this as
Dendrobium aphyllum.
There were two or three minor forms and an alba form of this species where reported in some parts
of Asia. Some orchid experts in the Philippines thought that this orchid species got naturalized, since
there were some local orchid growers who imported some orchids from Bangkok, Thailand in the
1960‟s. This was resolved when local botanists and taxonomists have seen them growing wild in
some parts of the country.
This orchid species was not mentioned in the book authored by Mr. Andres Golamco (Philippines‟
Book on Orchids) when it was published in 1991. He must have omitted this wonderful species by not
including this lovely species in the book. This is a common species which are sold during orchid
shows and found in many garden centers.
Plant is an epiphytic orchid and sometimes lithophytic with clustered, cane-like, overhanging to
pendulous stems of 20cm to over 200 cm long.
This orchid species is also commonly sold in Sunday market in Quezon City and plant centers. IUCN
classify this orchid species as LEAST Concern.
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Dendrobium aphyllum grown by Chef Paulo Castillo-Fuentes
Superstitious Belief
Dendrobium aphyllum is grown in many areas of the country. It is grown primarily due to its beauty
and landscaping value. It is normally attached to large trees, palms and fruit bearing trees like
mangoes, lansones (Lansium parasiticum), sapodilla (chico), duhat, caimito, jackfruit (langka) and
guava.
Some people believe that having large clumps of these species can ward off unseen spirits. While
some believes that having such orchids in one‟s garden can attract good chi.
Some Filipino-Chinese have different beliefs, A friend would consider these orchid species as bad
luck since they grow downwards. While another friend would consider them as good luck.
When we visited the province of Quezon, the local orchid trader told us that the Dumagats/ Aeta
would use the stems of Dendrobium aphyllum as material for weaving small trinkets several years
ago, along with Dendrobium anosmum, Dendrobium crumenatum and Cymbidium finlaysonianum.
Care and Fertilization
I would recommend to secure these orchid species on a living tree (or mounting them on a tree slab).
Try to prune the tree so that enough sunlight can reach its lower trunk. Put between 20 to 30 pieces
slow release fertilizer (20N-20P-20K), and try to fertilize the orchid at least one a week with any water
soluble fertilizer. Calcium nitrate, trace elements, boron and epsom salt (at least once every 2 weeks)
during its growing season. (Normally from late March to mid-November in western parts of the
country). Do not forget to flush the orchid periodically with ordinary tap water to remove excess salt
accumulation of fertilizers.
One can change the fertilize formulation when the rainy season starts to taper off in western parts of
the country by late September or early October. Try to start fertilizing the orchid with high potassium
and phosphate around late September (10N-30P-30K) until late November.
Try to observe change in weather pattern by watering less often by mid-November or when the onset
of dry season and arrival of the Northeast monsoon (Amihan).
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Remember that this orchid species requires some drying and losing some of its leaves before it can
flower. One will be rewarded with hundreds of beautiful blooms once the blooming season start the
following year.
Photos courtesy of Chef Paulo Castillo Fuentes and Mr. Mac Pagsolingan
Sources and References:
Kew Garden of Life: Catalog of Life
Personal communication with growers
A Guide to the Dendrobium of the Philippines, Cootes and Tiong 2015
Philippine Native Orchid Species, Cootes, 2009
Philippines‟ Book on Orchids, Andres Golamco and Jemma 1990 ISBN 971-8636-54-4
Thanks to Rence Chan for permission to publish his article.

Photo Create by Pixabay
https://pixabay.com/images/search/creation/
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MONTRÉAL SUPPLEMENTAL JUDGING CENTRE
Montréal Orchid Show Judging Session
Photographer: Thang Dam

Sarcochilus Kulnura One
„Crystal Star„
HCC/AOS 77 points
Owner: Crystal Star

Phragmipedium La Houget
„Faust‟s Spirit„
AM/AOS 81 points
Owner: Jean-Pierre Faust
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Show Trophy
Les Orchidophiles de Montréal
„Valérie‟
ST/SC/AOS 85 points
By: Les Orchidophiles de
Montréal

Quebec City Orchid Show Judging Session
Photographer: Denis Maheax

Phal. Bedford Small Dawn
„Lune du Chasseur‟
HCC/AOS 76 points
Owner: Deny MacDonald
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Phalaenopsis Sogo Jessica
„Cedric‟
HCC/AOS 75 points
Owner: Patricia Caris

Phal. Sim Kheng Wah
„Crystal Star‟
HCC/AOS 79 points
Owner: Crystal Star

Show Trophy
„Denis Laperrière‟
ST/SC/AOS 87 points
Les Orchidophiles de Montréal
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Ottawa Orchid Show Judging Session
Photographer: Patrick Boisvert

Paphiopedilum Glaucoliem
„Crystal Star‟
HCC/AOS 75 points
Owner: Crystal Star

Paphiopedilum leucochilum
„Black Beauty„
JC/AOS
Owner: Leslie Ee

Dendrobium Lucky Charms
„Magic Toby‟
CCM/AOS 86 points
Owner: Wilson Ng
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Paphiopedilum Janet Kunkle
„Haley Suzanne„
AM/AOS 83 points
Owner: Glen Decker

Paphiopedilum bullenianum
„Haley Suzanne„
AM/AOS 82 points
Owner: Glen Decker

Promenea Ben Berliner
„Synea‟
HCC/AOS 77 points
Owner: Synea Tan
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Exhibit
„Smile‟
Show Trophy and Silver
Certificate
ST-SC/AOS 88 points
Owner:
Les Orchidophiles de Montréal

Exhibit
„A Stroll Among the Orchids‟
Silver Certificate
ST/AOS 85 points
Owner:
Terry and Doug Kennedy
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MONTRÉAL SUPPLEMENTAL JUDGING CENTRE
Members are welcome to assist at the judging meetings. Meetings are held in the main building of the
Montréal Botanical Garden. Those attending should register at Security desk (the exact room number
will be posted on the signing sheet). The meetings are held on the 3 rd Saturday of each month except
for March and April (Judging is then held in conjunction with the Montreal or Ottawa Orchid Shows).
The May meeting will be held on May 18th with a presentation on Paphiopedilum fairrieanum by
Christelle Kapfer at 11:00 a.m. followed by AOS judging at 12:30 p.m.

Judging Centres
May 18: Montréal Judging Centre
They meet on the 3rd Saturday of each month. Montréal Botanical Garden, 4101 Rue Sherbrooke E,
Montréal, QC H1X 2B2
June 1: Toronto Judging Centre
They meet on the 1st Saturday of each month. Toronto Botanical Gardens, 777 Lawrence Avenue,
Toronto, Ontario, M3C 1P2

Upcoming AOS Webinars
May 16, 8:30 p.m. - 9:30 p.m.

Asian Cymbidiums Presented by Ken Jacobsen,
AOS Members only
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BOOK REVIEW
Have you read any good orchid books lately?

THE ILLUSTRATED ENCYCLOPEDIA OF ORCHIDS
OVER 1100 SPECIES ILLUSTRATED AND IDENTIFIED
Edited by Alec Pridgeon
Foreword by Alasdair Morrison Chairman of the Orchid Committee,
Royal Horticultural Society
Published by Landowne Publishing Pty Lts., Sydney, Australia
Pages: 304
Dedicated to Alvin H. Pridgeon
Dr. Alec M. Pridgeon was born in 1950 in Dallas, Texas and received
his Ph.D. in Biology from Florida State University, his specialty being
the anatomy and systematics of orchids.
Dr. Pridgeon works at the Royal Botanical Garden, Kew and also serves as a Visiting Research
Fellow at the Australian National Botanical Garden in Canberra. He is the past editor of the America
Orchid Society Bulletin and founding Editor of the Scientific Orchid Journal Lindleyana.
The Orchid is one of the most passionately cultivated flowers worldwide. The gorgeous photographs
show the different shapes, hues and textures of these exotic and mysterious flowers.
The first section introduces names, classifications, hybrids, pollination, orchid habitats and distribution
of these wonderful orchids. It also tells you how to grow orchids, control pest and diseased and talk
about Orchid Conservation.
Orchid A-Z is another section in which names, synonyms and descriptions of each orchid are listed
alphabetically. It also describes the geographical distribution and gives notes on culture for each
orchid. The photographs are taken from collections around the world showing the best known species
in cultivation for each orchid.
This book is a unique guide to orchids and a wonderful reference book to have.

Bev Burtnyk
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Upcoming Canadian Orchid Shows

June 1 - 2: The Foothills Orchid Society Presents:
The Calgary Orchid Show, Orchids for Everyone
Triwood Community Centre
2244 Chicoutimi Drive, N.W.
Calgary, Alberta
http://www.calgaryorchidshow.com/

Upcoming International Orchid Shows

May 31- June 2: Long Island Orchid Festival 2019
Planting Fields Arboretum State Historic Park
Oyster Bay, New York, U.S.A.
http://www.longislandorchidsociety.org/orchid_festival.html

May 31 - June 2: New Orleans Orchid Society
66th Annual Show & Sale
"New Orleans Celebrates 300 Years With
Orchids"
Lakeside Mall, 3301 Veterans Memorial Blvd.,
Suite 209
Metairie, Louisiana, U.S.A.
http://www.neworleansorchidsociety.org/
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May 30 - June 2: 3e exposition international Orchidées
Salon International de l'Orchidée
Abbaye Royale de Moncel
Pontpoint, France
www.orchidee-60.fr

The Netherlands - Orchid Inspiration Days
June 5 - 13

The Netherlands - Orchid Inspiration Days
June 5 - 13
The key commercial orchid event from Growers to the Customer. Discover the orchid in its most
inspiring forms. Fourteen orchid specialists in the Netherlands are opening their doors to allow clients
and end-customers to admire their range. The various nurseries all have the orchid‟s spectacular
flowers, unusual markings and eye-catching colours in common, while each participant will
differentiate themselves with their own packaging concepts, novelties and other green and flowering
products in the collection.
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Activities Around Ottawa

Fletcher Wildlife Garden, Annual Native Plant Sale
(Prince of Wales Drive, south of the Arboretum)
June 1, 9:30 a.m. – 12:30 p.m.
Location: Fletcher Wildlife Garden Interpretive Centre.
Volunteers will be on hand to show you where to park.

Help pollinators and butterflies attract birds to your backyard. We‟ll show you which native plant
species are favourites with wildlife at the FWG and which species will do well in your growing
conditions. We have milkweeds for monarchs, asters to suit any garden location, goldenrods, blueeyed grass, bergamot, beardtongue, a few native grass species, and hundreds of other species from
our own garden.
New this year: Native Lupine, Blue False Indigo (not locally native), New York Ironweed, Fringed
Gentian (we hope). A plant list is available closer to the sale date.
See our demonstration backyard garden. Pick up free plant lists and “how-to” info on gardening for
butterflies, attracting birds, building a backyard pond, and more.
GUEST VENDOR this year will be Beaux Arbres Nursery (https://beauxarbres.ca/)
For more information or if you have any questions, please contact Sandy at 613-730-0714 or
fletcher@ofnc.ca.
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June 22, 11th Annual Water Garden Tour
Greater Ottawa Water Garden Horticultural Society
Price is $20.00, cash sales only, starting May 15, 2019
Our 2019 Tour offers another 11 interesting water gardens for viewing, no two alike.
Highlights are below:
Kanata is the home of two lovely water gardens on the tour….one featuring an innovative bog
Garden and the other large pond, steam and friendly koi.
In the Fallowfield Village area, you will visit a heritage home serving as a backdrop for a multilevel stream and waterfall, and the 2017 winner of Landscape Ontario‟s “Award of Excellence”.
Not to be outdone, another home in the area features a 75‟ winding stream, meandering over
four tiers.
Our Westboro property makes beautiful use of large stones and rocks situated around a smaller
water feature, perfect for an urban setting, and providing a sense of calmness and relaxation. Another
urban landscape in Alta Vista features a stream and various gardens, under the shade of a massive
black walnut.
Walking into this backyard in Rockcliffe Park, visitors will be treated to a Japanese retreat, complete
with stone lanterns, koi pond and waterfall.
Our three Orleans properties offer tranquility and serenity to die for! You will see ponds with
waterfalls, interesting rocks and boulders, and ecologically balanced landscapes where birds and
other visitors come by. In addition, a commercial property where a riverbed pond flows through the
garden and under a bridge, and native plants complete the landscaping.
Our evening tour visit is in Alta Vista, whose owners have graciously offered to be on the Tour
again. With a meandering stream, beautiful pond, plants, pathways and night lighting, this property
is always worth visiting! Be sure to bring along your lawn chairs and beverages, and linger awhile.
Once again, we would like to thank everyone for their support of our Water Garden Tours, including
the homeowners who open up their properties for viewing, our generous sponsors, and the retailers
who sell the Tour Tickets. Proceeds from the Tours are directed towards community projects in the
Ottawa area, such as the construction of the water features in Gayle‟s Garden at the RuddyShenkman Hospice in Kanata, in the Healing Garden at the Queensway Carleton Hospital, and
outside the Peter D. Clark Long Term Care Home.
https://www.ottawawatergardens.com/2019-water-garden-tour
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Editor’s Wrap
Thanks to Dave Cooper, Show Chair and Janet Johns, Co-Show Chair for another successful
Annual Orchid Show. Thanks to everyone who contributed to the success of our Orchid Show.
We couldn‟t have done it without the many volunteers. Our Show Committee Meetings started
in November, in preparation for this Annual Orchid Show. Jean Hollebone and her Publicity Team
are like a well oiled machine, everything ran very smoothly. Many thanks to everyone who helped
me with the OOS Display. I appreciated all the help! Thanks to Jean Hollebone who did our plant
registration for the OOS Display. Thanks to Arlene for taking all the photographs and Joyce for all
the name corrections!!
Jan Johns did a great job, taking over the registration duties from Henry. Many thanks to Henry
for the numerous years that he devoted his time doing the registration of the OOS Orchid Shows.
Thanks to Wilson Ng, for describing his beautiful Cattleyas that won Best of Show at the Toronto
Artistic Orchid Association Orchid Show in April. I wish my Cattleyas looked as great as his do.
Thanks to Rence Chan for his article on Summer Blooms of Fairy Sanggumay. It was very
interesting and informative.
Thanks to Hessalene Attong and Don Town for sharing the AOS article on Early Summer Orchid
Care. If you have anything to add to SPIKE, just let me know by email. I am always looking for
interesting articles, pictures and book reports. Whatever you would like to contribute to SPIKE, I
would like to publish it for you.
As always, many thanks for everyone who contributed to the input of this SPIKE edition. Thanks to
Arlene for your hard work proof reading SPIKE. Thanks to Joyce for making sure that the orchid
names are correct.
Barbara Wysocka for the TAOA results from this Orchid Show and creating the OOS Display.
Thanks to Jan Johns for tabling some of the major winners of the OOS Orchid Show.
If you have anything to contribute to the OOS Facebook page, please let me know. We now have
2,227 likes and 2,300 followers. June will be the last SPIKE until September. There is no meeting in
June.
Have a great summer and see you in the Fall!!

Bev Burtnyk,
Editor, SPIKE Newsletter

37

