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Encyclia adenaucola
Western Mexico. Plants grow
In dry oak and oak/pine forests
at 1000-2000 meters.

Laelia anceps

Cycnochis ventricosum

Mexico (Oaxaca). Plants
Plants grow in warm, humid
forests at 1600-1800 meters.

Epiphyte that occurs on
living or rotten tree trunks
at 400-1000 meters.

In May, the OOS will be receiving TJ Hartung from the Vallarta Orchid Society. TJ will
discuss Mexican orchids. The Puerto Vallarta Orchid Society is dedicated to the study,
preservation and understanding of native Mexican Orchid species. TJ is also very
involved in the establishment and development of the Vallarta Botanical Gardens.
This is an opportunity to learn firsthand about the orchids of Mexico.

Orchids 101 with Marilyn Light at 12:30 p.m.
Important Questions about Phalaenopsis
You have just purchased a blooming Phalaenopsis or have already bloomed one. Now
what? We will discuss the challenges of buying orchids already in desperate need of
repotting, and how to deal with a recently flowered plant including how to encourage
a second flush of bloom and how to get blooms again next year.
See pages 3 and 4 for more info.
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The Ottawa Orchid
Society meets
every third Sunday
of
every month from
September to May
inclusive
at 1:30 P.M. at the
Tom Brown Arena,
141 Bayview,
Ottawa.
MEMBERSHIP: $25
from September 1 August 31.

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE
This is my last message to you as president. It has been a pleasure to serve you over
the last 3 1/2 years and I will be happy to pass the baton on to an incoming team
which I know will serve you extremely well. We have a strong, vibrant society and I am
especially encouraged by the many new faces that have joined in the last few years
and by the enthusiasm and generosity with which they have volunteered their help
and participated in Society events.
I was particularly encouraged by how well the Show went this year. We had enough volunteers for all
events and the Show went forward with very few hitches and no medical incidents as we have had in the
past. The plants and exhibits were of very high quality; hardly a spotted leaf to be seen and the vendors
had a very impressive and wide variety of plants for purchase. Choosing where to spend a limited
pocketbook was indeed a challenge!! Joyce's team of judges were excellent and very helpful in sharing
their knowledge with their teams which made it very enjoyable and a great learning experience; thank you,
Joyce. Fragrance, Ikebana and floral displays were smaller this year but of high quality and our two high
profile fragrance judges, Mark Dambroski and Ed Lawrence, enjoyed their time with the Show. The OOS
exhibit was great, due to the wonderful plants brought in by members and to the new talent that so
artistically helped Arlene put it together. Thank you all. Changes in the Art gallery this year seemed very
positive and certainly the extra space made it easier to move around and showed the art off well. I noticed
that the public tours were constant and well received. Such a show can't run without the support/services
of many people: admissions, hospitality, security, plant hotel, member’s sales, vendor procurement, raffle,
membership, signs and orchid doctor. I hope I did not forget anyone and if I did have a senior moment, I
do mean you too!! These were well done, thank you. Let us not forget the less visible but important
services such as set up, layout, plant rental, signs, awards and publicity, ... not to forget the pampering and
feeding of the judges.
We voted last meeting on a visit and picnic at the Montreal Botanical Garden. André Couture is arranging
the date with the MBG staff. It is not finalized at this time of writing but we think it will be June 6.
Hopefully by the May meeting we will have figured out transportation. If any are willing to drive, would
you give me a call 613-226-2395 or send an email to jean@hollebone.ca and tell me how many you could
take. (Please note I am at the AOS Spring meeting April 27- May 5 so will not be available to take your call
till after Mother's Day. Thanks.)
Don't forget that Mother's Day is just around the corner and what better present for dear old mom than a
lovely blooming ..........????
Happy growing.
Jean Hollebone

COMING EVENTS and OOS NEWS
SOOS Summerfest: Toronto Botanical Gardens, Lawrence at Leslie, Toronto Sunday July 5, 2015 from
10 a.m. to 4 p.m.
Summerfest is July 5th. Please note it has been moved forward from the usual August date. Juan Filipe
Posada from Colombia and AOS trustee is the key speaker. He is expected to bring plants from his very
large nursery. SOOS hopes to have a pre-order list before the end of May; check their web site for details.
The deadline for pre- orders is June 1st. Terry Kennedy says that as far as she knows he will be speaking on
Colombian Orchids and the History of Odontoglossums. From 10- noon, visitors can watch AOS judges
judge plants brought in for that purpose. There is usually a lunch provided by SOOS (if you eat lunch,
contributions are more or less expected), this is followed by the two talks by the guest speaker and the
meeting ends between 3:30 and 4 p.m.
NOTE: The pre-order list is published on the SOOS website at www.soos.ca
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May 17th Dinner at Pilos Greek Restaurant
Everyone is invited to join our guest speaker, TJ Hartung and his wife, for dinner, 6:00 p.m. at Pilos
Restaurant at 876 Montreal Rd. They cater to food allergies and are reasonably priced. What better way to
wind up the OOS 2014/15 year than dinner with your orchid friends! Partners are very welcome. In order
to make a reservation, I will need to know numbers by Wednesday, May 13.
Please Email Janet Johns at johnjns@sympatico.ca or phone 613-749-0614.
2015-2016 Program
The 2015-16 program is being finalized with only one speaker to be confirmed. Hopefully there will be
confirmation soon. Notwithstanding this, the program will be published in the June Newsletter. Members
who have a speaker in mind or a subject of primary interest, please forward your request to André Couture
for future consideration.
Toronto Artistic Orchid Association (TAOA)
TAOA held its annual orchid show April 11-12. TAOA is the Chinese orchid growers association in the
greater Toronto area. The Ottawa Orchid Society presented an educational display supplied by Dave
Cooper; thank you to Dave. The TAOA Orchid Show, although a smaller show, is characterized by the very
high quality of the plants exhibited. It is also remarkable for a large number of vegetative cymbidiums that
are judged for the beauty of their variegated leaves. It is a must-see show; members should put this on
their 2016 calendar. Congratulations to TAOA for putting on a great show this year. (André Couture took
the OOS display..thanks, André).
Want to suggest a new venue for the OOS Show?
The new executive and the Show Committee will be considering whether to move the 2016 show to a less
costly location. We don’t really need as much space as we have in the Sportsplex, and we could manage
with about two-thirds as much. If you have a site you would like the Society to consider, some legwork is
needed by YOU to provide the basic information that the Show Committee and Board need to make a
decision. You can suggest any site but you must provide the following minimum information before it will
be evaluated:





At least 12,000 sq ft of space, preferably in one room but two rooms close together would be OK
Available for us to rent for the whole weekend (minimum is all day Friday to Sunday)
Firm rental contract with no option for the facility to “bump” us
Cost per day or per weekend – must be less than $8,000 for the whole weekend.

In addition, it should be a good location with easy access for vendors and the public, plenty of parking, and
so on but this is more flexible and subjective. If a facility appears to be a possibility based on these key
points, the Show Committee will then evaluate the various other aspects that we need – power, water,
lighting, security, etc.
Please contact either Dave Cooper or Janet Johns, your Show Co-Chairs, with your suggestions. (Emails on
front page.)
Orchids 101...continued from page 1
Important Questions about Phalaenopsis
You have just purchased a blooming Phalaenopsis or have already bloomed one. Now what?
Newly purchased orchids may be growing in a transparent poly sleeve pot with moss and this will be within
a ceramic or similar container that often has no drainage holes.
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Several potential problems can be averted.
First, check for the drainage holes. If none are visible, the plant MUST be removed from that container and
grown in a pot with drainage openings.
Second, to remove the orchid, grasp the edges of the plastic sleeve and lift out the plant in its sleeve. Now
you can view the roots and see if they are healthy or overcrowded.
Third, does the orchid need repotting? If the container is packed with roots, it will soon need to be
repotted. Phals grow better in a bark mix than in moss alone. Choose a plastic pot about 1 to 2 inches/2.5
to 5 cm wider than the present pot. Use a mix of bark, perlite, and charcoal (fine or medium) that has been
rinsed, soaked and drained before using. Depending upon your skill and urgency, you might be able to ‘pot
on’ an otherwise healthy root ball without removing all of the moss. Simply place the plant in the centre of
the new pot and add bark mix while keeping the plant at its original depth in the small pot. Do not cut off
any healthy roots that are outside the pot.
Enjoy your new plant!
Winners of the Free Membership Draw at the 2015 Ottawa Orchid Show
The List of Winners of the Free 1 year Membership September 1/15 to August 31/16:
Janet Evans
Juanita Carpio
Gerald Okolowsky
Dorene Hurtig
Deborah Robertson
Richard South
Qiu Zheng
CONGRATULATIONS and hope to see you at our May meeting!!

7th Annual Water Garden Tour Saturday June 20th, 2015
The Greater Ottawa Water Garden Horticultural Society proudly presents its 7th annual Water Garden
Tour on Saturday, June 20th. There will be eleven beautiful water gardens featured during the day portion
of the tour and one in the evening. Tickets are available for purchase on May 1st, from our website or at
selected nurseries in the Ottawa area. Please check our website for more information. Monies raised from
the tour are used for GOWGHS community projects, such as installing a water feature in the Healing
Garden at the Queensway Carleton Hospital Cancer Centre.
http://www.ottawawatergardens.com
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More items for the Aspiring Artist’s Bucket List
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Don't miss these coming webinars
May 27 at 8:30pm - Orchid Nutrition with John Salventi
June 10 - Q&A with Ron McHatton
June 24 - Mini Phalaenopsis Breeding Trends with Peter Lin
July 22 - Vanda (aka Neofinetia) falcate with Cheryl Erins

Fletcher Wildlife Garden Native Plant Sale
This sale will be held Saturday June 6, 2015 from 9:30am-12:30pm. I am
told that they have both Showy and Yellow Lady Slipper orchids in their
Backyard Garden and Philip Fry of Old Field Garden in Oxford Mills
writes…
The lady's slipper - if they do well - is mainly the Large Yellow
(Pubescens) and the smaller yellow (parviflorum). Both sell at $25. I'm
not sure what the situation will be with the pinks which had a hard
winter in 2014 and were sort of recuperating last summer. So we'll have
to wait on them.

FOR SALE
I have been contacted by Camille DesLaurier who bought two orchids at last year’s Show and would like to
sell them. She has a Laeliocattleya Tropical Treat (Trick or Treat x L millieri) with clusters of orange flowers
and describes it as ready to be divided for $20 and Liptonii ‘Circle of Life’ with orange flowers and is a
compact grower for $10. She can be reached at Camille.deo@gmail.com
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In Memory of Judy Adams
(Reproduced from ECOS Newsletter)
Judy was born in 1934 in England but was raised in India during the war. She returned to Britain in 1947
when India became independent. Her love of cycling and racing led her to meet the love of her life,
Malcolm. She and Malcolm worked at the same company (unbeknownst to each other) and one day after
work, Malcolm and his friend, both avid cyclists, were waiting to see who the man that owned the fancy
racing bike parked outside was. They were surprised to find out that the owner of the bike was none other
than Judy!
Judy and Malcolm married a few years later and came to Canada when Malcolm was offered a job at Pratt
& Whitney in Longueuil. They lived in Beloeil for a while but eventually moved to Mont St- Hilaire where
they designed and built their home with their own hands! Malcolm, ever the engineer, built some of the
furniture in the house and later, plant growth cabinets.
I once asked Judy how she came to be interested in orchids and she surprised me with her reply. Malcolm
went by a greenhouse after school as a teenager and was really intrigued with the orchids inside! When
their children, Mark and Gail were young though, orienteering became the family’s passion. Malcolm
made the maps and each family member participated.
The orchid spark was reignited in the early 90’s when Judy and Malcolm joined ECOS. They immediately
became active members taking over the newsletter responsibilities and working at the show. Judy later
became Show Chair and took on Exec duties. Malcolm became the computer IT person, writing a program
for registration and awards. Judy went on to become an AOS judge and Malcolm to build climate
controlled Wardian cases made specifically for cool growing Masdevallias.
They each were good growers and their plants won many awards (AOS, COC, Best in Show). Malcolm
specialized in Masdevallias and Judy’s passion was Paphs and Phrags. Anyone who ever visited her knew
what a large number of species she had, as well as how she grew them. Some were under lights, some
were on windowsills, some were in the kitchen along the counters, some were in the greenhouse that
Malcolm had constructed, and some were outside on the deck in the summer. When Malcolm passed, she
nurtured the precious Masdevallias in the growth cabinets and treated us to their lovely blooms at the
show table.
What I did not know, was that Judy also bred orchids. She made crosses, brought the pod to maturity and
then sowed the seed onto growth medium in Erlenmeyer flasks. She germinated the seeds, grew the
seedlings and transplanted them several times into flasks before they were big enough for community
pots. This was truly a labour of love.
Judy was an amazing woman. She was a fountain of knowledge and was always willing to share and
inspire. I worked with her the last years she was Show Chair and I was always impressed with her kindness
and courtesy and her fortitude. She will be missed by all of us.
Friends, many of you do not know, but Gail and Mark have suffered additional grief. Gail’s life partner Tony
died just before Judy. Mark’s mother-in-law died a week before Judy. They are suffering double mourning.
If you would like to send condolence cards please send them to Ginny Dunbar who will forward them to
Mark and Gail Adams. We are doing this to prevent identity theft. Judy designed the emblem that adorns
the COC medallions. Anyone wishing to donate in Judy’s memory may send contributions to the Canadian
Lung Association:
www.lung.ca/get-involved/donate/donate-online
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SHOW RESULTS

Group Award Winners Orchidophilia 2015
Alliance
B. Cattleya Alliance

Description
Guarianthe x guatemalensis

C. Cypripedilum Alliance

Paphiopedilum Crown Jewel 'Wilson's Choice'
AM/AOS
Phalaenopsis Lioulin Oval Lip

D1. Phalaenopsis/Doritis
Alliance
D2. Vanda Alliance
E. Oncidium Alliance
F. Cymbidium Alliance
G. Dendrobium Alliance
H. Pleurothallid Alliance
I. Maxilleria Alliance
J. Miscellaneous Genera
K. Fragrance
M. Photography
N. Fine Art
0. Fine Crafts

Rhyncostylis gigantea 'Wilson's Choice'
AM/CCM/AOS
Oncidium Issaku Nagata 'Volcano Queen'
HCC/AOS
Cymbidium (Sussex Dawn x Via Verde Dawn
'Citron Alba')
Dendrobium spectabile 'Crystal Star' CCM/AOS
Pleurothallis omoglossa 'Hill Island'
CBR/CCM/CCE/AOS
Bifrenaria harrisoniae 'Ruth' AM/AOS
Bulbophyllum falcatum var. falcatum 'JBM'
Cattlianthe Cherry Song 'Pink'
Be Happy!
"Vanda Beauty"
Fascination

Exhibitor
Orchid Society of The Royal
Botanical Gardens (OSRBG)
Wilson Ng
The orchidPhile
Wilson Ng
Exotic Orchids Plus
Vivian Brownell (OOS)
Crystal Star Orchids
Joyce Medcalf
Marsh Hollow
Les Orchidophiles de Montréal
Jean Hollebone (OOS)
Arlene Lang
Pauline Goss
Louise Cossette

Best of Class Award Winners Orchidophilia 2015
Class
1
2
3
4
6
7
8

Description
Exhibit of 1 to 5 Orchid Plants
Exhibit of 6 to 15 Orchid Plants
Exhibit of 16 to 25 Orchid Plants
Exhibit of 26 or more Orchid Plants
Educational Exhibit
Visiting Society Award
COC Trophy Class

Exhibitor
Janet Johns
Marsh Hollow
Eastern Canada Orchid Society (ECOS)
Les Orchidophiles de Montréal
Céline Camirand & Manon St-Pierre
Les Orchidophiles de Montréal
Marcel Carrière
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Award Winners

Orchidophilia 2015

BSP

Award
American Orchid Society
Trophy
Best Plant in Show (In
honour of Pamela Gaskill)
Best Specimen Plant

BS

Best Species

HB

Hans Bode Trophy

SC-1

Show Chairman's Award
(Orchids/Exhibits)
Best Art Entry in Show
Show Chairman's Award
(Art Gallery)

AOS
BP

BAE
SC-2

Description
Exhibit: 26 or more Orchid Plants
Guarianthe x guatemalensis
Rhyncattleanthe Love Passion 'Orange
Bird' AM/CCM/AOS
Rhyncostylis gigantea 'Wilson's Choice'
AM/CCM/AOS
Rhyncholaeliocattleya Triumphal
Coronation
Exhibit: 6 to 15 Orchid Plants
Winter Bloom, acrylic on wood panel
White Orchids, oil on canvas

Exhibitor
Les Orchidophiles de
Montréal
Orchid Society of The Royal
Botanical Gardens (OSRBG)
Wilson Ng
Wilson Ng
Vivian Brownell (OOS)
La Société des Orchidophiles
de Québec
Susan Goold
Graziella Cattoi

AOS Awards made at Orchidophilia 2015
To Conni & Mario Ferrusi:
85 pt AM/AOS for Masd. Magic of OZ 'California Dreaming'
To Orchid Society of the Royal Botanical Gardens:
88 pt CCM/AOS for Guar. × guatemalensis 'Orchid Society of the Royal Botanical Gardens'
To Wilson Ng:
87 pt CCM/AOS for Rhc. Love Passion 'Orange Bird'
and 85 pt AM/AOS for Phal. White Wonder (1987) 'Wilson's Choice'
The AOS Show Trophy, with a 90 pt. Gold Certificate, was awarded to the exhibit ‘Le Far West est à
Montréal’ from Les Orchidophiles de Montréal.
For a complete list of ribbon winners, please go to:
http://www.ottawaorchidsociety.com/awards2015.html

Many thanks go to Joyce Medcalf, Arlene Lang and Henry Steger for compiling the above results and to
Dave Cooper for putting them on the Web. Also a big thank you to Michael MacConaill, our official AOS
photographer, for photographing the AOS Award winners and sending me the results for Spike.
Janet Johns
Editor

9

PHOTOS FROM THE 2015 ORCHIDOPHILIA SHOW

From the left, Show Chair, Dave Cooper pretending to be an orchid; Janet Johns, Show Co-Chair, Anna Bilsky, Art
Gallery Chair & Joanne Bocking; Admissions Chair, Glenn Hansen & Steve Mackler; Joyce Medcalf with her exhibit;
and Dave Cooper with Show results.
Above photos are by Janet Lang.
The following photos by Arlene Lang.

From left, Marilyn Light’s Educational Exhibit, 3rd Place; Winter Bloom by Susan Goold, Best Art; Fascination by
Louise Cossette,1st Place in Fine Crafts.
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From left, OOS Fragrance Exhibit; Les Orchidophiles de Montréal Exhibit, AOS Trophy,1st for Exhibit of 26+ plants, 1st
for Visiting Society Exhibit; Marcel Carrière’s Exhibit, COC Trophy.

From left, OOS Exhibit, 2nd Place for Exhibit of 26+ Orchids; Jean Hollebone and Masa Matsuo in front of exhibit.

From left, Janet Johns, 1st Place 1-5 Orchids; Helen Nitschkie, 2nd Place 1-5 Orchids; Angèle Biljan and her 3rd Place
Exhibit of 16-25 Orchids.

From left, Exotic Orchids Plus, HM for Exhibit of 6-15 Orchids; Helgi Fatovic, Exhibit of 1-5 Orchids.
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From left, Nature’s Bounty, Dave Cooper, 1st Place in Photography-Orchids in Natural Habitat; Be Happy!, Arlene
Lang, Best Orchid Photography, 1st Place in Photography-Cultivated Orchids; White Orchids, oil on canvas, Graziella
Cattoi, Show Chairman’s Award-Art Gallery.

From left, La Société des Orchidophiles de Québec, Show Chairman’s Award-Orchid Exhibits, HM Exhibit of 6-15
Orchids, 3rd for Visiting Society Exhibit; Rhyncholaeliocattleya Triumphal Coronation, Vivian Brownell, Hans Bode
Trophy winner; Ikebana Display by Terrence Hodgins.

From left, Cattlianthe Cherry Song ‘Pink’, Jean Hollebone, Best Fragrance Plant; Guarianthe x guatemalensis, Orchid
Society of the RBG, Best Plant in Show; Pleurothallis omoglossa ‘Hill Island’ CBR/CCM/CCE/AOS, Joyce Medcalf, Best
Pleurothallid.
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From left, Cymbidium (Sussex Dawn x Via Verde Dawn ‘Citron Alba’), Vivian Brownell, Best Cymbidium;
Rhyncattleanthe Love Passion ‘Orange Bird’AM/CCM/AOS, Wilson Ng, Best Specimen; Rhynchostylis gigantea
‘Wilson’s Choice’AM/CCM/AOS, Wilson Ng, Best Species.
The two photos on the right by Janet Johns.

EDITOR’S WRAP
THANK YOU, JEAN!
I’m sure that you will want to join me in thanking Jean for her tireless and dedicated term as President of
the OOS. She soldiered through back and knee problems, the demands of being AOS Secretary and
personal commitments to keep our Society running smoothly and did a superb job. Oh, and let’s not
forget…..she schlepped the OOS display to Hamilton and Toronto several times as well as picking up
dozens of Dendrobium babies for our pleasure. Whoever takes on the Presidency will have big shoes to fill!
Thank you, Jean, for making the OOS such a great Society where new members are welcomed and new
and old members continue to learn and have fun.
Janet Johns
Editor
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