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Next monthly meeting: Sunday, May 18th, 2014 @ 1:30 p.m.
Tom Brown Arena, 141 Bayview, Ottawa
This month our monthly speaker is Michel Tremblay. His lecture will be on Indepth culture of Phalaenopsis.
Michel is an accredited Judge with the American Orchid Society (AOS). His
specialty is growing Phalaenopsis. He has been a founding member of the
International Phalaenopsis Alliance (IPA) in 1990. He has been actively
growing Phalaenopsis since 1983 and is an active member of three orchid
societies in Quebec: Les Orchidophiles de Montréal (since 1994), Eastern
Canadian Orchid Society (since 2005) and Les Orchidophiles de Québec
(since 1994). Michel has won 9 AOS awards, 4 of which are for Phalaenopsis.
His most recent award, an Award of Quality, is for a Phalaenopsis Lowland
Juwel. The Award of Quality is given when an exhibitor shows at least 12
clones of the same cross with at least one being awarded. His awarded plant
bears the name Phalaenopsis Lowland Juwel ‘Denise’. (continued on page 2.)
Orchids 101 – Getting Ready for Summer

Program
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Spring is the time when we plan how to manage our orchids during the summer
months. Whether you plan to keep them indoors or outside in the fresh air, get
off to a great start with healthy vigorous plants. This session will
address everything from shade to fertilizer to keep your plants their blooming
best during summer.
Orchids 101 starts at 12:30pm and lasts approximately 30 minutes. The
speaker will be Marilyn Light.
Note: As always, bring any problem plants for suggestions. Each plant should
be in a closed see-through plastic bag.

Conservation Representative
Roy John
r.john@rogers.com
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COC Representative
Joyce Medcalf
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jmedcalf@1000island.net
Mailing address
Ottawa Orchid Society
13 Sandringham Court,
Ottawa, Ontario,
Canada K2J 2H9

Don’t forget to bring your blooming orchids to
our monthly show table.
The Ottawa Orchid Society meets every third Sunday of
every month from September to May inclusive
at 1:30 P.M. at the Tom Brown Arena, 141 Bayview, Ottawa.
Guests are welcome.
MEMBERSHIP: $25 from September 1 - August 31.

MESSAGE FROM THE SOCIETY PRESIDENT
I want to express my sincere thanks to each and every one of you and to your friends and
relatives who helped put on the Ottawa Orchid Society Show on Easter weekend.
The show this year was a risky venture: a new location, a holiday weekend and the first
truly nice spring day on Easter Sunday. We knew going in there might be challenges
beyond our control and as a result Janet John's PR efforts were intense and spectacular:
excellent TV, newspaper, local news and horticultural society coverage. We had a good
entrance gate on Saturday but Sunday was well below expectations and multi- year
averages.
Nevertheless, I think the show was a splendid effort and very successful. Kanata
Recreation Complex staff did everything they could to assist us and the show went well.
Comments from visitors were positive and complimentary. I hope everyone had a good time and enjoyed the show.
The displays were beautiful, the plant quality was excellent, the educational posters were great, the vendors had good
variety of excellent quality plants and goods for sale. The art gallery and Ikebana attracted many exhibitors and
visitors.
I have asked Dave Cooper and Janet Johns our two co-chairs to hold a wrap up show meeting. It will be on May 8
and hopefully coming out of the meeting we will have some recommendations for next year.
It takes a tremendous effort from each of us to put on the show and each volunteer's effort is both needed and
appreciated. I want to say thank you to all.
On another note I am currently sitting in the Toronto airport awaiting my flight back to Ottawa after the American
Orchid Society (AOS) spring meeting. There were some exciting outcomes. Mario Ferrusi has been elected as Vice
President, the first Canadian to reach this high a position in the AOS executive. Our long time judges to the Ottawa
show, Inge and Peter Poot were made emeritus AOS judges, an honour in recognition of their distinguished service.
There are big changes on the horizon for a very inexpensive digital membership. The webinars are becoming a
tremendous learning tool and very popular. There will be one this month and I should have the topic for you shortly.
The March webinar on pests and diseases attracted over 280 participants. If you missed it, it is on the AOS member
website and can be accessed at any time. I will give you more news later as my flight has just been called ...see you
on the 18th at our regular meeting.

Jean Hollebone
(Editor’s note: Photo of Jean taken by Janet Lang at this year’s annual show.)

Inge and Peter are emeritus AOS judges
(continued from page 1) MAY MEETING
AOS Award of Quality to Michel Tremblay at Orchid Expo 2012
(Article below from www.canadianorchidcongress.ca/news/cocv243.pdf )
Some 300 AOS Awards of Quality are recorded, about one-third for Phalaenopsis. Only a very few AQ/AOS
have been awarded to Canadian hybridizers including Howard Ginsberg in 2007 for Phalaenopsis Bedford Blushing
Beauty, and Mario Ferrusi for his hybrid Masdevallia Malcolm Adams in 2008. It is a great honour to both
the person who selects the parents to improve a species or to make a hybrid and succeeds. It is similarly a great
achievement for the grower who raises a large group of seedlings to flowering size. To obtain the AOS AQ
requirement of a minimum of 12 plants blooming at the same time for judging as a group, the grower must be
skillful and patient. We can be justly proud to add Michel Tremblay to a select group of Canadian orchid growers
who have received a coveted AQ from the AOS, and recognize the effort of Howard Ginsberg who remade
the hybrid, Phalaenopsis Lowland Juwel, that Michel then raised from flask.
Michel Tremblay is an accredited judge of the Montréal AOS Judging Center who specializes in Phalaenopsis.
In 2007, he acquired two flasks of Phal. Lowland Juwel from Howard Ginsberg, raising 60 seedlings to flowering
size, then selecting the best to grow on. In 2011, Michel designed an award-winning educational exhibit outlining the
steps to remake Phal. Lowland Juwel. The hybrid displays characteristics of all three species in its background,
Phal. equestris, schilleriana, and stuartiana. He had bloomed some of the seedlings but getting all to flower at
the same time and at the time of a show remained a challenge.
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Phalaenopsis Lowland Juwel ‘Denise’
HCC/AOS 79 points
To synchronize blooming in 2012, Michel waited until inflorescences had initiated then adjusted the temperature
to be 10°C lower than usual both day and night during the following two months. This adjustment delayed blooming
by three to four weeks. All of his orchids were thus flowering simultaneously in time for OrchidExpo 2012. At the
March 2012 show of Les Orchidophiles de Montréal, Michel staged an educational exhibit which explained the
various steps of hybridization including parental selection, pollination, and raising seedlings to the flowering plant
stage but this time he exhibited 13 flowering specimens including the cultivar Phal. Lowland Juwel ‘Denise’
HCC/AOS, as well as the parental species and the primary hybrid, Phal. Veitchiana. The grouping was recognized
for overall consistent quality, receiving an Award of Quality.
Bravo!
Marilyn Light

Above on left, Phalaenopsis Lowland Juwel 'Denise' HCC/AOS; on right, Educational exhibit featuring 13 plants of
Phalaenopsis Lowland Juwel raised by Michel Tremblay who received an Award of Quality/AOS. Photos taken by
Michael MacConaill.

MONTREAL JUDGING CENTRE
Members are reminded to bring their plants to the Montreal Judging Centre on the third Saturday of every month at
the Montreal Botanical Garden. Judging starts usually around 12:30pm. When there is an orchid show in either
Montreal, Ottawa or Quebec City, then the Centre meets at those locations instead.
Directions: Those interested should go to the Main building (greenhouses entrance), sign the visitor sheet at the
rd
Security Guard desk, then take the elevator to the right and go to the 3 floor. The meeting is held in the IRBV
section, room 354.
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BOOKS FOR SALE
There will be no book sale at the May meeting.

LOST AND FOUND AT ORCHID SHOW
Rosanne L'Ecuyer, a member of the Eastern Canada Orchid Society (ECOS), attended our show on
Saturday and forgot a parcel with coffee beans, cocoa chips, vanilla seasoned sugar, etcetera at our
show. If anyone found this package, Rosanne would be happy to hear from you. Her e-mail address is
r_lecuyer@videotron.ca .
On Sunday afternoon, we found a car key with an Acura remote starter. If anyone knows who may
have lost this article, have them contact Margaret Haydon or Rick Sobkowicz (the contact particulars
are on the front page of Spike).

OSS PARTICIPATION AT TORONTO ARTISTIC ORCHID ASSOCIATION SHOW (TAOA)
On the weekend of April 26-27, the Ottawa Orchid Society participated in the TAOA show. This is a small
show but it makes up for its size with its tremendous quality of orchids which makes it one of the most
attractive to attend. TAOA members are very friendly and were very helpful. We extend our
congratulations to the volunteers and all the organizers. The OOS erected a small exhibit comprised of 9
plants provided by Angèle Biljan, Marcel Carrière and André Couture. In all, the OOS won 6 ribbons.
Congratulations to all winners and thank you for your support. Sincere thanks to André for putting up the
exhibit.
1st
Onc. Pacific Space Beauty
Angèle Biljan
1st
Phal. Beauty Sheena
Marcel Carrière
1st
Phal. Darwin
André Couture
2d
Bl. Morning Glory ‘H&R’
Angèle Biljan
2nd
Phal. Taisuco Carol x Phal Hilo Lip
Marcel Carrière
2nd
Lctna Happy Face ‘H&R’
Angèle Biljan

Ottawa Orchid Society (OOS) display
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AWARD WINNING RESULTS AT OTTAWA ORCHID SOCIETY’S ANNUAL SHOW
Special Awards at Orchidophilia 2014
Award

Description

Exhibitor

AOS

American Orchid Society Trophy

Display: 26 or more flowering orchid plants

BP

Best Plant in Show (In honour of Pamela
Gaskill)
Best Specimen Plant
Hans Bode Trophy
Show Chairman's Award
(Orchids/Exhibits)
Show Chairman's Award (Art Gallery)

E. cordigera

Les Orchidophiles de
Montréal
Crystal Star Orchids

Bulb. lobbii ‘Kathy’s Gold’ AM/AOS
Oncidium Pacific Space
Fragrance Exhibit

Marsh Hollow
Angèle Biljan
Fragrance Display

Poem in Spike

Lilith Ohan

BSP
HB
SC-1
SC-2

Best of Class Award Winners at Orchidophilia 2014
Class
1
2
3
4
6
7
8

Description
Exhibit of 1 to 5 Plants
Exhibit of 6 to 15 Plants
Exhibit of 16 to 25 Plants
Exhibit of more than 26 Plants
Educational Exhibit
Visiting Society Award
COC Show Trophy

Exhibitor
Marcel Carrière
Les Orchidophiles de Québec
Marsh Hollow
Les Orchidophiles de Montréal
Céline Camirand
Les Orchidophiles de Montréal
Joyce Medcalf

Alliance Awards at Orchidophilia 2014
Alliance
B. Cattleya Alliance
C. Cypripedilum Alliance
D1. Phalaenopsis/Doritis Alliance
D2. Vanda Alliance

Exhibitor
Crystal Star Orchids
Piping Rock Orchids
the orchidPhile
Sherry & Peter Decyk (OSRBG)

I. Maxilleria Alliance
J. Miscellaneous Genera
K. Fragrance

Description
E. cordigera
Paph. sangii
Phal. (Syn. Dtps.) Little Gem Stripes
Vanda Limbo Dancer (V. cristata x V.
limbata)
Ons. (Syn. Odcdm.) Wildcat ‘CT- Leopard’
Cym. hybrid ‘No Name’
Den. chrysotoxum
Pleurothallis wagneri ‘Walter’
AM/CCM/CHM/AOS
Bifrenaria harrisoniae ‘Ruth’ AM/AOS
Bulb. lobbii ‘Kathy’s Gold’ AM/AOS
Clowesia rosea

M. Orchid Photography
N. Orchid Fine Art
O. Orchid Fine Crafts

Beauty in Flight
Tropical Treat
Paphiopedilum, Bronze, steel

Mike Laking
Susan Goold
Cairn Cunnane

E. Oncidium Alliance
F. Cymbidium Alliance
G. Dendrobium Alliance
H. Pleurothallid Alliance

Crystal Star Orchids
Joyce Medcalf
Exotic Orchids Plus
J&L Orchids
Marsh Hollow
Marsh Hollow
La Société du Saguenay-Lac-StJean

To view all the ribbon winners at Orchidophilia 2014, go to http://www.ottawaorchidsociety.com/awards2014.html
Many thanks to Dave Cooper, our webmaster, for putting up the data on the web site, Henry Steger, for providing the
results and Joyce Medcalf for checking the correct spelling of the names.
To find the full name of orchids where only abbreviations are shown, go to www.firstrays.com/genera_abbrev.htm.
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The following show photos were taken and provided by Arlene Lang.

Above, from left: Exhibit by Les Orchidophiles de Montréal, 1st Place Winner for Display of 26 or more flowering
orchid plants, 1st Place Winner for Visiting Orchid Society Exhibit and AOS Trophy Winner, viewed from 2 sides; and,
exhibit by Exotic Orchids Plus, 3rd Place Winner for Display of 6 - 15 flowering orchid plants.

Above, from left: Exhibit by Marsh Hollow, 1st Place Winner for Display of 16 - 25 flowering orchid plants; exhibit by
Piping Rock Orchids, Honourable Mention Winner for Display of 6 - 15 flowering orchid plants; and, exhibit by Joyce
Medcalf, COC Trophy Winner & 2nd Place Winner for Display of 6 - 15 flowering orchid plants.

Above, from left: Exhibit by Marcel Carrière, 1st Place Winner for Display of 1 - 5 flowering orchid plants; exhibit by
Janet Johns, 2nd Place Winner for Display of 1 - 5 flowering orchid plants; and, exhibit (2 views) by Marlene Young,
3rd Place Winner for Display of 6 - 15 flowering orchid plants, "Orchids Under Glass".

Above, from left: Exhibit by Angèle Biljan; exhibit by Barbara Wysocka, 3rd Place Winner for Display of 1 - 5 flowering
orchid plants; and two views of Encyclia cordigera, grown by Crystal Star Orchids, Best Plant in Show Winner and
Cattleya Alliance Winner shown with Cattleya intermedia (lower right of Encyclia cordigera in first image).
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Above, from left: Ottawa Orchid Society Exhibit; and two views of Ottawa Orchid Society Fragrance Exhibit, Show
Chairman's Award Winner (Orchids/Exhibits).

Congratulations, Angèle Biljan!

Above, from left: Laelia tenebrosa 'aurea', Angèle Biljan, Winner of the Hans Bode Trophy at 2014 Ottawa Orchid
Society Show and close up of flowers.

Above, from left: Judging team continues to work, discussing a plant on the display by the Jardin botanique de
Montréal, whose exhibit was the 3rd Place Winner for its Display of 16 - 25 flowering orchid plants; partial view of the
vendors area; and, Art Gallery volunteers Anna Bilsky and Donna Wiegand.

Above, from left: Ikebana display erected by Terrence jusai Hodgins; Ikebana display erected by Mitsugi shinran
Kikuchi; Ikebana display erected by Wendy juka Batson; and, Volunteers Henriette Watkins and Janet Lang (standing)
with Masa Matsuo (seated).
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Above, from left: Dave and Sue Cooper in conversation with Jean Hollebone and Marcel Carrière; Educational Exhibit
by Céline Camirand, 1st place winner in category for educational displays; and, floral display by Greenbank Florists.

Above, from left: Floral display by Greenbank Florists; floral display by Manotick Florists; ‘Beauty in Flight’, Mike
Laking, Orchid Photography Winner; and, ‘Tropical Treat’, Susan Goold, Orchid Fine Art Winner.

Above, from left: ‘Paphiopedilum’ in bronze and steel, Cairn Cunnane, Orchid Fine Crafts Winner; Poem in Spike,
Lilith Ohan, Show Chairman's Award (Art Gallery)
Show Volunteers and Exhibitors – Photos taken and/or provided by Janet Lang

Above from left: Orchid Care volunteers Angèle Biljan, Marcel Carrière and Margaret Haydon; Jean Hollebone,
Ottawa Orchid Society President, and friend, Sheila Forsyth, also an artist participating in show at 2014 OOS Annual
Show; and, André Couture at Member Sales area at 2014 Ottawa Orchid Society Annual Show.
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Above from left: John Johns and Glenn Hansen at Admissions Desk; Admissions volunteer, B. Proudfoot; and,
Information Corner volunteers Helen Nitschkie and Ian Pringle.

Above from left: Visitor Services volunteers Ellen Lee and Chuen Ho Spencer; Henriette Watkins (standing) along with
volunteers Reem El Sayed and Isabel Johns (Janet John's granddaughter) at the Plant Hotel; and Hazel Patterson,
Janet Lang and Janet Johns at Member Sales area.
The following show pictures were taken and provided by Rick Sobkowicz

Above from left: Paphiopedilum (Supersuk x Hsinying Maru) in display by Piping Rock Orchids; assorted complex
Paphiopedilums in Piping Rock Orchids display; several Paphiopedilum appletonianum in Piping Rock Orchids
display; Paphiopedilum sangii in exhibit by Piping Rock Orchids (New York); and, Doritaenopsis (Dtps.) Yu Pin
Fireworks ‘Fangtastic Broad Lip’ (Sogo Dove x World Class) on sale in Vendors’ Area at table of the orchidPhile.
From far left: Some of
the orchids on sale at
the orchidPhile’s sale
table: Doritaenopsis
(Dtps.) Yu Pin Fireworks
‘Fangtastic Broad Lip’, a
spotted novelty and a
stunning fragrant red
Phal. with a white lip.
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Above from left: This Hilo Lip variety Phalaenopsis (Taisuco Carol x Hilo Lip) produced by Le Paradis des Orchidées
Inc. from Laval, Quebec was a popular sale item at the show. Le Paradis des Orchidées Inc. was selling this plant
between $20 - $25! All of the Phalaenopsis (Taisuco Carol x Hilo Lip) that were on the sale table had two flower
spikes with 7 to 10 blooms on each spike. This was a great buy. The original Phalaenopsis Hilo Lip was created by a
grower in Hawaii and only a few stem propagations of this cross were released each year for a lot of money. Le
Paradis des Orchidées Inc. is to be commended for growing and bringing such a beautiful orchid to the market at this
price. Exhibit erected by le Jardin botanique de Montréal. Paphiopedilum [(Macrabe x Hsinying Velvet) x (Eerie Flame
x Night Shadow)] in exhibit by Di Ciommo Orchids. Exhibit by Marsh Hollow (Fenwick, Ontario).

Above from left: Exhibit by Toronto Artistic Orchid Association (TAOA); exhibit by Le Paradis des Orchidées Inc.
(Laval, Quebec); Phalaenopsis (Taisuco Carol x Hilo Lip) in exhibit by Le Paradis des Orchidées Inc.

From far left: Exhibit by Crystal Star Orchids (Newmarket, Ontario); exhibit by J&L Orchids (Easton, Connecticut);
and, exhibit erected by the orchidPhile (Stamford, Connecticut).

From far left: Paphiopedilum Freckled Love (Stone Lovely 'Lehua' Buttler Puff x Freckles 'Althea' AM/AOS) in exhibit
by Marcel Carrière; Brassia Rex 'Waiomao Spotless' FCC/AOS in exhibit by Orchids in Our Tropics (Vandorf,
Ontario); and, Paphiopedilum Bel Royal in exhibit by Janet Johns (Ottawa, Ontario).
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From left: Rhyncholaeliocattleya Ports of Paradise 'Green' in exhibit by Eastern Canada Orchid Society (ECOS)
(Montreal, Quebec); Paphiopedilum Lynleigh Koopowitz in exhibit by Anli's Orchid Garden (Ajax, Ontario); and,
Ikebana exhibit created by Keiko furai Nagasawa, Second Associate Master, Ohara School of Ikebana.

From left: Ikebana exhibit created by Wendy juka Batson, Second Master, Ohara School of Ikebana; and Ikebana
exhibits created by Mitsugi shinran Kikuchi, Sub Grand Master, Ohara School of Ikebana.
On left: Exhibit by Les Orchidophiles de Montréal created by
Mario Mireault (shown on left) and Jocelyn Thibeault (on right).
There were other members of their society who helped with
the erection of this exhibit which won the award for the Best
Display of 26 or more flowering orchid plants, 1st Place
Winner for Visiting Orchid Society Exhibit and the prestigious
American Orchid Society (AOS) Trophy. These two gentlemen
have been coming to our annual show for many years and
erect the most fabulous displays, oftentimes defying the forces
of gravity. We thank them for their great show pieces which
never fail to impress the public and judges. Notwithstanding
their creativity and artistic flair, their exhibit contains many
exceptional orchids from their personal orchid collections and
those of other members in their Society. Their awards are well
deserved.

Above from left: Cattleya Chian-Tzy Mildcompton 'Wilson's Choice' AM/AOS in exhibit erected by Anli Sheng (Ajax,
Ontario); Brassidium Gilded Urchin 'Ontario' HCC/AOS in exhibit by Orchids In Our Tropics (Vandorf, Ontario); and,
unidentified orchid in exhibit by Orchids In Our Tropics; and, Paphiopedilum tonsum in exhibit by Piping Rock Orchids
(New York).
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Above from left: The Ottawa Orchid Society was pleased to welcome Diana Rowles, the editor of the Victoria Orchid
Society (British Columbia), shown above with Rick Sobkowicz (editor of the Ottawa Orchid Society newsletter) and
Dave Cooper, our Show Chairman. Thank you very much, Diana, for visiting us at our show. For the first time in our
show history, we had a local horticultural society participating at our show with a Society Table. The Kanata-March
Horticultural Society table contained numerous items related to orchids fitting in nicely with the theme of our show.
Shown in the picture are Julie Doucette (on left) and Maureen of the Kanata-March Horticultural Society. The Society
was a most welcome addition and Julie was seen mixing with our show participants and offering a helping hand
wherever she could. A great group! (Picture of our trio above was taken by Arlene Lang.)

OOS MEMBER EXHIBITS AT QUEBEC CITY ORCHID SHOW
The Ottawa Orchid Society could not participate at the orchid show
hosted by Les Orchidophiles de Québec in Quebec City. Marilyn Light
and Michael MacConaill were in attendance as Michael was serving
as the awards photographer. They could only stay Saturday so could
not bring plants. Marilyn decided to bring a French-language
educational display of photos with text under the title 'Pollen et
st
Pollinisation'. It was entered under her name and received a 1 place
ribbon. She heard that there were many comments by visitors as to
how they never knew about pollen grains per se, and how pollen
germinates. Marilyn left the portable display with Quebec with one
member able to explain the content in more detail when next they
have a society meeting. A picture of the display is shown on the right,
photo taken by Michael. Congratulations, Marilyn!

WHAT’S GROWING IN MY COLLECTION

Lynne Guimond and Santos Peixe of Exotic Orchids Plus
(lynneandsantos@citenet.net) sent this picture of their Dendrobium
farmeri which recently opened up with forty spikes, too late for our
show but just in time to be shared with you in this month’s
newsletter.
Thank you Lynne and Santos for sharing this picture with us.
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CANADIAN ORCHID CONGRESS (COC) – LATEST NEWSLETTER, MAY 2014
The May 2014 Newsletter of the Canadian Orchid Congress (COC) is now
available on the COC website, http://www.canadianorchidcongress.ca or go
directly to http://www.canadianorchidcongress.ca/news/cocv263.pdf
Catch up on the latest news. Read about the latest from the COC.

BRUCE PENINSULA ORCHID FESTIVAL MAY 30-31st
From: Jerry Bolce <jerry@uwaterloo.ca> Date: May 3, 2014 at 12:24:09 EDT
Subject: Bruce Peninsula Orchid Festival May 30 & 31
OK everyone, it’s time for warm thoughts to melt the remaining snow and bring on spring! It is a great time to
celebrate the beauty and preservation of native Orchids and Wildflowers on the Bruce Peninsula!
th

st

Plans are well underway for this year’s Orchid Festival, to be held May 30 and May 31 . The event is hosted by the
“Friends of Bruce District Parks Association”. Festival headquarters is the national Park Visitor Centre.
Friday’s “early bird” feature will be a guided hike on Flowerpot Island, hoping to catch a glimpse of the coveted
Calypso Orchid. The Friday evening presentation entitled "Gaia's Gifts" is sure to be of interest to all. Peter Rasberry
is the Outdoor Education Specialist at the Blair Outdoor & Environmental Education Centre with the Waterloo Region
District School Board. Come out to see what Peter has to share about the flora and fauna and celebrate the beauty,
complexity and diversity of the Earth's inhabitants.
Meet at the Visitor Centre Sat. morning to join a Photo Workshop, Hikes, Car Caravans to prime locations, or a
Watercolour Art Workshop, all great ways to celebrate the diversity orchids and wildflowers on the Bruce! After a
refreshing picnic lunch, enjoy more Caravans, Hikes or a special Theatre Presentation at the Visitor Centre, entitled
“Meanwhile in another part of the fen…our quest for wild orchids and what we discovered along the way”. Please join
John Alexander and Dr. Peter Kaellgren for this fantastic presentation.
Saturday evening, The “Friends” invite you to join them for a Wine and Cheese reception at the Visitor Centre prior to
the presentation by our keynote speakers, Alan and Anne Morgan. Alan is Professor Emeritus and Adjunct Professor,
Department of Earth and Environmental Sciences, University of Waterloo and his wife is a former professor, Biology
Department, University of Waterloo, as well as a Master Gardener and a Natural Historian. Come on out, enjoy some
refreshment, new friendships and the “Roaming Naturalists”, Alan and Anne Morgan.
To register for any one or for all of the above events or for more festival information, please visit our website at
www.orchidfest.ca Register early, as space is limited. Hope to see you there!
Terry Lee Milligan & Ann Miller
Orchidfest Committee,
Friends of Bruce District Parks Association including:
Friends of Bruce Peninsula National Park and Friends of Fathom Five National Marine Park

13

Received the following item from one of our members:
The following images are of an orchid called “Hanging Naked Men”, so do not Google Hanging Naked Men or you
might see really naked men…

This orchid is called Orchis italica (the Italian orchid) or ‘The Naked Man Orchid’. So funny. They come in all sorts of
shapes and, umm… sizes. Many thanks to the member who provided the above information and images.

OPEN HOUSE OF MEMBERS’ ORCHID GROW AREAS
Each year, members open up their homes or grow areas to share with others how they grow their orchids. This is a
wonderful opportunity to see how members grow their orchids, learn how to grow what you see and ask questions.
If you would like to participate with an open house, please contact the newsletter editor, Rick Sobkowicz at
ricksobkowicz@rogers.com.
The open house tours begin in the later part of June, July and August. All tour information must be received by Rick
st
no later than June 1 as the June 2014 newsletter is the last newsletter before we take a summer break and resume
activities in September.
Our first Open House is at the home of Janet and John Johns.
Here is Janet’s invitation:
Saturday, June 21 from 2:00-4:00pm.
I will have an open house on Saturday, June 21 from 2:00-4:00pm. My solarium is 6' x 15' and I grow mainly Paphs.
and Cattleyas. My address is 149 St. Laurent Blvd., Ottawa (north of Montreal Road). My phone number is 613-7490614. When you arrive, please come around to the back of the house.
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Orchids 101 – Getting Ready for Summer
May 18, 2014 © Marilyn Light

Those of us raising orchids in Ottawa have to deal with winter with its shorter days and weaker sunlight. This past
winter began early, a cold, snowy experience that ended only a couple of weeks ago. So far, so good but now that
summer could be just around the corner, we need to be certain that our orchids are ready to take advantage of summer
warmth and lengthening days.
I – For those hobbyists having plants indoors and intending to raise them outdoors during summer:
1 – Make sure that the orchids are as healthy as possible before taking them outdoors.
2 – Spring / Now is a good time to divide and repot.
3 – Too much light can be as harmful as too little. Most orchids need some shade so it is wise to have shade wherever
you plan to situate the plants. High overhead shade provided by tall trees can work or you can use shadecloth. Adjust
light to maintain plant vigour.
4 – Keep pots off the ground to avoid entry of hungry slugs, sowbugs, and snails.
5 – Adjust watering and fertilizer schedules to accommodate increased light and higher humidity.
6 – Monitor temperature, humidity and air movement in all parts of the growing area. Watch for stagnant air pockets
especially during cool wet weather. Water caught in new shoots can lead to rot so check after rain.
7 – Examine your collection at least weekly for signs of disease and pests. This is especially important during
extended cold rainy spells or during a heatwave. Have a 'hospital bench' to isolate sick plants.
8 – Orchids will benefit from the natural temperature difference between day and night but always protect sensitive
orchids including Catasetum against sudden changes in temperature and humidity. Shelter cold-sensitive plants during
chilly nights and heat-intolerant plants during hot weather.
9 – Day length affects many orchids, triggering them to bloom or rest. We have 16 hours of day in mid June after
which days get shorter. Check that outdoor plants are not being accidentally illuminated by outdoor (street, security)
lights or light spilling from a nearby window at night.
10 – Lay down a supply of rain water to use when watering restrictions are applied.

II For those hobbyists who maintain their orchids indoors year round either on a window sill, under lights or
in a greenhouse:
1 – Give your orchids a 'spring check-up'. Divide, re-pot, cull as needed. Repeat upon return from summer vacation.
2 – Day length affects many orchids, triggering them to either bloom or rest. Check that windowsill or greenhouse
plants are not being accidentally illuminated by outdoor or indoor lights at night.
3 – Adjust watering and fertilizer schedules to accommodate increased light.
4 – Monitor temperature, humidity and air movement in all parts of the growing area. Increase shade and employ
evaporative cooling to deal with excessive summer heat.
5 – Keep plants away from air conditioner outlets.
6 – Protect orchids from thrips and other garden insects by screening greenhouse vents.
Take time to enjoy your orchids and have a great summer.
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From: Cathi Fournier [mailto:cathi.fournier@sympatico.ca]
Sent: March-19-14 10:48 AM
To: ricksobkowicz@rogers.com
Subject: GOWGHS Water Garden Tour

Hi Rick, we are starting to finalize everything for our 6th annual water garden tour. I'm wondering if you
would think about mentioning our tour in your newsletter again this year? Btw, my husband and I were at
Longwood Gardens close to Philly this past week and they are highlighting orchids. OMG, absolutely
stunning, who knew there were so many different colours, shapes and sizes!! Well, I guess you would but I
had no idea. I've attached a few of my photos (I took over 200), I'm sorry, they don't do them justice.
Cheer
Cathi Fournier
Coordinator GOWGHS Water Garden Tour

Greater Ottawa Water Garden Horticultural Society Water will be
holding their annual Garden Tour coming June 14, 2014. Tickets
will be available May 15, 2014.
For more information, please check the following link:
http://ottawawatergardens.com.
Cathi Fournier,
Coordinator GOWGHS Water Garden Tour
E-mail address: cathi.fournier@sympatico.ca

16

From: Barbara Riley [mailto:bariley@sympatico.ca]
Sent: March-21-14 11:10 AM
To: ricksobkowicz@rogers.com
Subject: Fletcher Wildlife Garden annual native plant sale
Hello.
The annual FWG plant sale is on Saturday, 7 June 2014. In the
past we have sent the Ottawa Orchid Society a notice for
distribution to its membership and we would be very grateful for
your support again this year. We have short, bilingual notices
and French and English colour posters that we can provide
electronically or in hard copy. If you would like to receive info
about the sale, please advise me about deadlines and where to
send the material.
Thank you.
Barbara Riley
FWG Plant Sale Committee
Editor’s Note: Here is the poster. There are many events hosted
by the FWG that may be of interest to Society members. To learn
more, visit their web site at
www.ofnc.ca/fletcher/index.php#.U3Inp4FdXwo

In 2014
June 7-8

Foothills Orchid Society’s Annual Show and Sale, Triwood Community Center, 2244 Chicoutimi
Drive NW, Calgary, Alberta

Sept. 10-14

21 World Orchid Conference, Johannesburg, South Africa, Sandton Convention Centre. This world
orchid show is held every 3 years.

Oct. 18-19

Eastern Canada Orchid Society (ECOS), ORCHIDFETE 2014, see www.ecosorchids.ca

Oct. 26-27

Windsor Orchid Society (WOS) Annual Show and Sale, see www.windsororchidsociety.ca

st

In 2015
March 27-29

Saskatchewan Orchid Society’s Annual Show and Sale & 2015 Canadian Orchid Congress
(COC) Annual Meeting. This event will be held in conjunction with Gardenscape, Saskatchewan’s
most extensive show about gardening and yards.
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