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For our last meeting of the 2012-2013 season, we will be hosting Poul Hansen from
Victoria, British Columbia. Poul specializes in growing Miltoniopsis and his talk will
complement the presentation made by Marlene Young in September. Poul will provide
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The Ottawa Orchid Society meets every third Sunday of
every month from September to May inclusive
at 1:30 P.M. at the Tom Brown Arena, 141 Bayview, Ottawa.
Guests are welcome.
MEMBERSHIP: $25 from September 1 - August 31.

NOTE FROM BOARD
(The following note was sent by e-mail to all OOS members soon after the end of our annual show. It is reproduced
here for members who may not have seen this note or do not have e-mail.)
Just a quick note to all our very weary, but hopefully happy Show volunteers to say how much we appreciated your
help and hours of hard work in putting on our show. The weather cooperated and the attendance felt like it was more
than previous shows. Janet Johns, our treasurer, reports that her initial reaction is that we certainly broke even and
may even have made a reasonable profit. We will have specific figures for the May meeting, but isn't that great!!!
Janet and André Couture are working hard to reconcile the books, so if you have any bills to turn in for payment,
please do it as soon as possible.
The exhibits were stunning, the plants for sale were great and of good quality, the Member's Table did a great
business and newer areas like the art gallery and florist displays added much to the show. We appreciate that
individually everyone has a role that is important and it takes us all to put it all together and pull off such a great
event!
The comments we are getting back are glowing. Our visitors have gone away happy. Our vendors are very happy,
and we hope you went away happy too. The AOS president is raving about the high quality of Canadian orchids and
how nice the Canadians are. Thank you all for being so friendly and accommodating to her. She spent happy hours
helping set up the OOS exhibit, something she says she never has time to do. She left the Society two very
generous presents which will be revealed at the May meeting.
The May meeting will be a time to celebrate our success, so see you then. Please also remember to volunteer/
nominate your candidates for our Board. We need active, hard working people.
Again, our sincere thanks to all of you who gave so generously of your time and effort. Together we all make a great
team.
Your OOS Board,
Jean Hollebone, Dave Cooper, Rick Sobkowicz, Barbara Wysocka, Janet Johns, Helen Nitschke, Pat Boisvert,
Margaret Haydon, Joyce Medcalf, Roy John.

********************
SHOW OVERVIEW
This year, we had a record attendance of
people attending our annual show. We had
979 total admissions on Saturday and
1,327 on Sunday for a total of 2,306.

Admissions 2013

This chart shows the breakdown of how
people heard about us, based on a sample
of about 22% of the total admissions.
Overall, about 55% is from word of mouth
or previous visit. The Citizen ads brought in
about 20%, the posters were about 5% and
the photo club was about 2%. Internet plus
the website is about 5%, members also
about 5% and the other sources are quite
small. Saturday had more word of mouth
and previous visit as well as more from
posters, whereas Sunday had more from
Citizen ads and Photo club with much
fewer from posters.

PREVIOUS VISIT
WORD OF MOUTH
CITIZEN AD
PHOTO CLUB
POSTERS
MEMBER
WEBSITE
OTHER PAPERS
CBC TV
OTHER
FLORISTS
GARDEN CENTER
RADIO
CITIZEN GENERAL

Dave Cooper/Suniti Pande
Table updated May 7, 2013
th

On May 10 , Janet Johns reports that it looks like we have made a record profit of ~$6,700! This is based on all the
expenses submitted to date by show organizers and volunteers.

********************
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NEW MEMBERS
A great big welcome to the following new members:
Jagoda and Eugen Bacic;
Beverley Chomyn;
Christine Payne;
Laura Peters; and,
Julienne and Ivan Springer.

********************
UPDATE FROM AMERICAN ORCHID SOCIETY (AOS) HEADQUARTERS
From: Lynn Fuller, mlfuller@comcast.net
Sent: May-07-13 5:41 PM
Subject: AOS Corner - May
Save the date – November 14-16, 2013 -- for the Fall Members and Trustees meetings to be held at the new AOS
home at Fairchild Tropical Botanic Gardens in Coral Gables, Florida. Plans are underway for speakers and a show
and as information becomes available, I’ll pass it along. Having the fall meeting there provides us all perfect
opportunity to visit Fairchild Tropical Botanic Garden - one of the top two tropical gardens in the world.
Changes to Orchids production. Jim Watson, the long-time editor of Orchids, has left due to budgetary constraints
of the AOS. Ron McHatton will be taking over Jim’s editorial roles in conjunction with the Publications Committee.
The Veitch Memorial Medal Recipients. Peter R. Furniss and Dr. Alec Pridgeon, Ph.D. were among six individuals
honored with the The Veitch Memorial Medal by the Royal Horticulture Society. The Veitch Memorial Medal may be
awarded annually to persons of any nationality who have made an outstanding contribution to the advancement of
the art, science or practice of horticulture. For more information on the recipients and the award, see the AOS
website.
th

13 Supplemental Issue for 2013. The 2013 supplemental issue will be distributed with a Fall issue of Orchids
magazine and the topic is the genus Cattleya. Donations (however small - $2.00 minimum) are now being accepted
on the AOS website. The publication of these supplemental issues is underwritten entirely by membership
donations.
Throughout the remainder of the spring and summer, I hope you all will support your local societies’ events and
shows.
Lynn Fuller, Chair
AOS Affiliated Societies Committee

********************
OOS PARTICIPATION AT TORONTO ARTISTIC ORCHID ASSOCIATION (TAOA) ORCHID SHOW
The Ottawa Orchid Society (OOS) participated at the TAOA’s Annual Orchid Show held in Toronto during the
weekend of April 20-21, 2013. The OOS erected a small display with only 8 plants. We would like to thank those
who have contributed to this event: Marcel Carrière (1 plant), André Couture (3 plants), Glenn Hansen (3 plants) and
Janet Johns (1 plant). The OOs received three ribbons for the following entries:
Phalaenopis Little Mary ‘Cherry Blossom’
Cymbidium Eastern Morning ‘Shushoku’
Cattleya Life’s Melody

rd

3 place
rd
3 place
nd
2 place

Owned by Glenn Hansen
Owned by Glenn Hansen
Owned by André Couture

We would like to thank all participants and the owners of the winning entries. It is with this kind
of participation at out-of-town shows that our Society was able to attract many exhibitors to our
own show the following week-end.
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HOSPITALITY
The Society is seeking a person or a
group of members who would be
interested in looking after the hospitality area
or
at monthly meetings. The person or persons
who would be looking after hospitality can
take turns at this work and need not stand
behind the counter during the entire time of
our meetings. This is a service very much
appreciated by everyone at our meetings. We hope we can continue with what we have been providing for many
years at upcoming meetings. Members willing to help are asked to speak with either Glenn Hansen who has been
looking after hospitality or with Jean Hollebone, our Society President.

********************
TOUR OF MEMBER’S GROW AREAS
Every year a small number of Society members open up their orchid grow areas to show visiting members
how they grow their orchids and answer any questions visitors may have. If you would like to participate
st
with an open house of your grow area, please contact the Society editor, Rick Sobkowicz, before June 1 . The dates
for the open house tours along with other information on the open houses will be published in the June Spike.

********************
UPCOMING OOS BOARD ELECTIONS
Our bi-annual Board elections will be held at our upcoming May meeting. We have a number of
candidates running for the position of President (Jean Hollebone), Vice President (Barbara Wysocka and Pat
Boisvert), and Secretary (Janet Johns). We do not have any candidates for the position of Society Treasurer. This is
a very important position. If you are interested to run for any of these positions or would like to nominate a member,
a nomination form is available in the April newsletter, along with further information on the procedures to follow for
nomination. Job descriptions for each of the positions may be found on the Society’s web site. The nomination
committee is comprised of Henry Steger, Marcel Carrière and Rick Sobkowicz. If you have any questions, speak
with any of these 3 members.

In 2013
May 21-June 1 Bruce Peninsula Orchid Festival, see http://www.orchidfest.ca/
June 1

Toronto Judging Centre, Toronto Botanical
Note: The AOS Judging is a service of the American Orchid Society and is open to all! Judging
begins at 1:00 pm.

Aug.11

Southern Ontario Orchid Society (SOOS) ORCHIDFEST
James Rose of Cal-Orchid (Santa Barbara, California)

Sep. 15

SEPTEMBER OOS MONTHLY MEETING
September marks a new season for the Society. To mark this event, we will be receiving Mr.
Robert Fuchs from R. F. Orchids (Homestead Florida). Mr. Fuchs took over his father’s business in
1970 and has been managing it ever since. R.F. Orchids has received many awards from the
American Orchid Society, including many First Class Certificates, the highest flower quality award.
R. F. Orchids is also a well known orchidist on a worldwide basis from England to Asia. Those of us
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who went to the 19 World Orchid Conference in Miami in 2008 will remember his magnificent
display of vandas and vandaceous plants.
Members are encouraged to consult their catalog of available plants at http://rforchids.com and
order plants directly from the company. Plants will be delivered at the September meeting; all
purchases must be paid directly with R.F. Orchids prior to the September meeting; the Society will
not organize a pre-order.
Oct. 20

OCTOBER OOS MONTHLY MEETING
In October, the OOS has invited Mr. Thomas Etheridge of Corvallis, Oregon. Tom will be speaking
about Masdevallias. Mr. Etheridge will not be selling plants.

Nov. 17

NOVEMBER OOS MONTHLY MEETING
The OOS will be hosting Mr. Francisco Miranda from Miranda Orchids (Haines City, Florida).
Miranda is well-known as a provider of quality Cattleyas. Members can consult their catalogue at
http://mirandaorchids.com . However, members should not be ordering as yet. Mr. Miranda has
indicated that a new list may be available later this summer. Members will be informed in due time.

Dec. 15

DECEMBER OOS MONTHLY MEETING
The December meeting will be a celebration of the year gone by with Santa!

In 2014
The 21st World Orchid Conference will take place in 2014 in the vibrant city of Johannesburg, South Africa at the
world class Sandton Convention Centre.

In 2017
The 22nd World Orchid Conference will be held in Guayaquil, Ecuador.

*******************************************
OTTAWA ORCHID SOCIETY’S 32ND ANNUAL SHOW AND SALE
This year’s show was a record success on many fronts: a record attendance with 2,306 people coming to our show;
a show profit of close to $6,700; a record number of exhibitors in the show’s Art Gallery with 98 exhibitors displaying
253 works; and, 24 vendors (15 orchid vendors and 9 non-orchid plant vendors) raising a record of $7,700 in the
sale of vendors tables. We had a total of 39 orchid and educational displays in the plant exhibit area, along with 11
Ikebana arrangements. With the cost of everything going up, our show expenses for this year are a record $24,000.
However, our Show Chair, show committee organizers, and volunteers worked very hard to keep expenses within or
below budget. The Society is grateful to our wonderful show volunteers, many who are not even members of the
Society, who worked hard and offered their time, hard work, and sometimes travelling substantial distances at their
own personal cost to help with the show. Sincerest thanks to all for your hard work and contribution! We could not
have staged this show without your help.
Here are the results of the 2013 OOS Show award and trophy winners. For the full record of all award, trophy and
ribbon winners, the results are posted on the Society’s web site ( www.ottawaorchidsociety.com ). You can click on
this link to view the results: http://www.ottawaorchidsociety.com/awards2013.html .

2013 OOS SHOW AWARD & TROPHY WINNERS
AOS Show Trophy: Les Orchidophiles de Montréal
Class 1 (1-5 plants) & Wayne Eyles Memorial Trophy: Marcel Carrière
Class 2 (6-15 plants): Orchids in Our Tropics
Class 3 (16-25 plants): Marsh Hollow
Class 4 (25+ plants): Les Orchidophiles de Montréal
Class 6 (Educational Exhibit): Céline Camirand
Class 7 (Visiting Society): Les Orchidophiles de Montréal
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Class 8 COC Trophy: Joyce Medcalf
B. Cattleya Alliance (Class 10-26):

Cattleya trianae
Owner: Jardin botanique de Montréal

C. Cypripedium (Class 29-42):

Paph. Liberty Taiwan ‘Wilson’s Choice’ AM/AOS
Owner: Wilson Ng

D1. Phalaenopsis (Class 43-57):

Phal. schilleriana 'Bertrand Roy' CCM/AOS
Owner: Nicole Roy (Les Orchidophiles de Montréal)

D2. Vanda (Class 58-69):

Vanda Robert’s Delight ‘Blue Black’ AM/AOS
Owner: Southern Ontario Orchid Society (SOOS)

E. Oncidium (Class 70-78):

Oncidium phymatochilum (Syn. Miltonia phymatochila)
Owner: Raymond Lussier (Les Orchidophiles de Montréal)

F. Cymbidium & Dr. Tom Leadman
Memorial Award:

Cymbidium devonianum
Owner: Jardin botanique de de Montréal

G. Dendrobium (Class 82-88):

Dendrobium nobile ‘Jardin botanique de Montréal’
Owner: Jardin botanique de de Montréal

H. Pleurothallid (Class 89-92):

Masdevallia (Masd.) Kaleidoscope
Owner: Marsh Hollow

I. Maxillaria (Class 93-95):

Angulocaste (Angcst.) Santa Barbara ‘NVO Zina’ AM/AOS
Owner: Marsh Hollow

J. Misc. Genera (Class 96-100):

Ancistrochilus rothchildianus 'Tilou' CCM/AOS
Owner: Société des Orchidophiles de Québec

K. Fragrance (Class 101):

Maxillaria tenuifolia
Owner: Marcel Carrière

L. Floral Arrangements (Class 102-103):

‘Champagne Bubbles For Two’, Florist: Carrie McLean of
Greenbank Florists

M. Photography (Class 150-153):

‘Hummingbird Dragons’, Photographer: Mike Laking

N. Fine Art (Class 154-159):

‘Dalmatians’, Artist: Heather Cloutier

O. Fine Crafts (Class 160-163):

Cut Paper, Lei Xiao

Best Specimen:

Maxillaria variabilis
Owner: Jardin botanique de Montréal

Best Plant in Show:

Phalaenopsis schilleriana
Owner: Nicole Roy (Les Orchidophiles de Montréal)

Hans Bode Award - Best Plant –
Member OOS:

Anathallis acuminata 'Hill Island' CCM/AOS
Owner: Joyce Medcalf

Show Chairman’s Choice Exhibit:

Dan Lefebvre & Irena Peytchev

Show Chairman’s Choice Art:

‘Orchidée Blanche’ by Judith Dufresne

Gold Certificate:

Les Orchidophiles de Montréal

Silver Certificate:

Marsh Hollow (Mario Ferrusi)

AOS President’s Choice:

Exhibit by Piping Rock Orchids (Glen Decker)
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Arlene Lang, our show photographer, has taken thousands of pictures of our show and the individual entries. She is
working on collating everything and will be sending her pictures to Dave Cooper, our Society Webmaster, who will
match Arlene’s photographs with each individual award, trophy and ribbon winner so that you can view a photo of
every winner. There is a lot of work involved and it will be awhile before everything is up for viewing. In the interim,
Arlene has provided the following pictures for your viewing pleasure.
On left, the Ottawa Orchid
Society display erected by a
number of OOS members
and Sandra Tillisch Svoboda,
President of the American
Orchid Society (AOS). Many
thanks to Society members
who provided orchids and
other items for this display
and Ritchie Feed & Seed for
their garden accessories.
On right is the amazing 10 foot exhibit
erected by Mario Mireault, Nicole Roy, and
Jocelyn Thibeault of Les Orchidophiles de
Montréal. It was very difficult to watch this
exhibit being erected, swaying back and
forth during construction. However, Mario
assured your editor that though this was the
first time they erected this exhibit, they never
had an accident. You just had to know your
angles and keep a sailor’s eye on the wind
direction. They completed their exhibit
shortly after 4:00am, giving them a couple of
hours to rest before helping with the show
judging starting at 8:00am! This exhibit won
the AOS Show Trophy and AOS Gold Certificate (91 pts). Well done, Nicole, Mario and Jocelyn! Bien fait!

Above from left: Marcel Carrière and Exhibit, Best of Class for Exhibit of 1 to 5 Plants, Wayne Eyles Memorial
Trophy winner; Joyce Medcalf's Exhibit, COC Show Trophy winner; and, Marsh Hollow Exhibit (Mario Ferrusi), Silver
Certificate (88 pts.), Best of Class for Exhibit of 16 to 25 Plants.

Above from left: Piping Rock Orchids (Glen Decker) Exhibit, AOS President's Award; Best Plant in Show,
Phalaenopsis schilleriana 'Bertrand Roy' CCM/AOS, Nicole Roy (Les Orchidophiles de Montréal); and, Daniel
Lefebvre & Irena Peytchev's Exhibit, Show Chairman's Award winner.
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Above from left: Orchids in Our Tropics' Exhibit (Terry and Doug Kennedy), Best of Class for Exhibit of 6 to 15
plants; and, Hans Bode Award Winner, Anathallis acuminata 'Hill Island' CCM/AOS, Joyce Medcalf and with close
up.

Above from left: Céline Camirand, Best of Class for Educational Exhibit and AOS Educational Exhibit Certificate (88
pts); Show Chair's Choice Award, Orchidée Blanche, Judith Dufresne; Best in Fine Arts, "Dalmations", Heather
Cloutier; and, Best in Photography, "Hummingbird Dragons", Mike Laking.

Above from left: Best in Fine Crafts, Cut Paper, Lei Xiao; Best of Class for Orchids in Use (Floral Arrangements),
Champagne Bubbles for Two, Carrie McLean (Greenbank Florists); and, two views of the Fragrance Exhibit.

Above from left: Dave Cooper (Show Chair), Jean Hollebone (Ottawa Orchid Society President) and Rick Sobkowicz
(Past OOS President and Show Plants & Sales Area Coordinator); exhibit erected by Margaret Haydon; and, exhibit
erected by Janet Johns.
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Above from left: Exhibit erected by Angèle Biljan; educational exhibit erected by Marilyn Light; Floral Display HM,
'Wedding Bliss', Jean Hollebone, Greenbank Florists.

Above from left: Section of the Art Gallery (Photography and Art Section); partial view of Van Gogh Challenge
artworks; and, partial view of Art Gallery. Below, partial view of the Ikebana displays erected by members of the
Ikebana Society.

Above: Partial view of Floral Arrangements.
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The following pictures were taken by Janet Lang.

Above from left: Beverly Chan selling raffle tickets; Doug Vye and Margaret at Orchid Care; Anna Mastelotto and
Judith Dufresne at Art Gallery; and, Margaret Haydon, Henry Steger and Marilyn Light at Orchid Care.

Above from left: Margaret Roberts, Jean Hollebone and Barb Kausch; Dorothy Chu, Sam Chan & Beverly Chan;
Winnie Au in the Art Gallery; Janet Sutherland, Sharon Pearce a member from the Eastern Canada Orchid Society
(ECOS) helping our Society with the selling of raffle tickets, and Pat Boisvert.

Above from left: Dorothy Chu, Glenn Hansen, Suniti Pandi, Manfred Hey, José Rauda at Admissions; Helen
Nitschkie at Membership Table; Patrick Boisvert and Joyce Medcalf; and, William and An Li Sheng of An Li Sheng
Orchids.

Above from left: Jan Smid of J.S. Orchids; Zuzana Smidova of J. S. Orchids; Glen Decker of Piping Rock Orchids; in
middle, Suniti Pande, who looked after show admissions and two show volunteers.
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The following pictures were taken by Rick Sobkowicz.

Above, from left: Dtps. Gan Lin Fairy in DiCiommo Orchids (Hamilton, ON) exhibit; Phragmipedium Grande
'Maybrook' AM/AOS in exhibit by Orchids in Our Tropics; Paphiopedilum malipoense in display by Piping Rock
Orchids (Galway, New York); and, Blc. (Orglade Happy Face x Spring Fire Lennette).

Above, from left: Dendrobium densiflorum in Wilson Ng (Scarborough, ON) display; Paphiopedilum Wossner
'Kolarm'; Paphiopedilum Amazing World x (Small World x Hoopla) in display by Piping Rock Orchids; and,
Paphiopedilum lowii var. richardianum in display by Piping Rock Orchids.

Above, from left: Vanda in Ottawa Orchid Society; Paphiopedilum Cahaba Earl Bailey in Ottawa Orchid Society
exhibit ; Phragmipedium Tall Tails grown by Angèle Biljan; Vanda Mimi Palmer; and, Tropical Gardens Orchids
(Richmond Hill, ON) exhibit.
From far left: exhibit by
J.S. Orchids; exhibit
erected by Exotic
Orchids Plus; and,
exhibit erected by J& L
Orchids (Easton, CT).

Far left: Pencil drawing of Phalaenopsis
Orchid by Margaret Donahue; Digital
Photography, ‘Purple Orchid #1' by Mike
Laking; and, metal sculptures by Cairn
Cunnane.
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Above, from left: Exhibit erected by Wilson Ng of Scarborough, Ontario. Wilson, a member of numerous orchid
societies including the Ottawa Orchid Society, drove all the way from Scarborough, Ontario to Ottawa on the Friday
morning of our show to expressly set up this beautiful display of exceptionally grown orchids. He left for home soon
after. This exhibit is an excellent example of what a person can create with a few beautiful plants. Thank you very
much, Wilson, for your contribution to our show. Here are a few of the orchids in Wilson’s exhibit. Dendrobium
densiflorum; another portion of Wilson Ng’s display; and, Paphiopedilum Liberty Taiwan. This Paphiopedilum was
selected as the Best in the Cypripedium Class, a proud achievement given the many beautiful and well grown
Paphiopedilums and Phragmipediums at the show.

Above, from left: Ikebana arrangement erected by Terry Jusei Hodgins (Ohara); Ikebana arrangement erected by
Helen (Jukai) Westington (Ohara); Ikebana arrangement erected by Shinran Mitsugi Kikuchi (Ohara);
Ikebana arrangement erected by Keiko Nagasawa (Ohara); and, Ikebana arrangement erected by Gerry Ju-Getsu
Mooney (Ohara).

From far left: Sale booth of Mona
Marshy, a new vendor/artist to our
show; a multi colored fibre orchid
piece created by Michele Gregoire; a
section of the Art Gallery with fibre
creations of orchids by different
exhibitors.

On left, a few of the flower arrangements in
the Floral Display Section. From far left:
'Flowers in a Fairyland' - floral
arrangement by Mandy of Trillium Flowers;
‘Soirée’ – floral arrangement by Terry
Hodkins of Garden Design with Care; and,
'Woodland Mist' - floral arrangement by
Marcela Zuniga of Alta Vista Flowers
PLEASE NOTE: There will be a special raffle draw of gifts provided by some of our show vendors for our
show volunteers. The President of the American Orchid Society has also donated some gifts which will be
given away at the May meeting. To qualify for this special draw, you must be a show volunteer and present
at the May meeting when the draw is made.

12

Following announcements may be of interest to members.

Fletcher Wildlife Garden Annual Native Plant Sale
Saturday, 1 June 2013, 9:30 am - 12:30 pm
(East side of Prince of Wales Drive, just south of the Arboretum)

Hundreds of beautiful wildflowers are native to the Ottawa region. We can tell you which
ones suit your backyard. Plant a wide variety of native plants to grow a garden that
changes from month to month and that creates an ecological balance making herbicides,
pesticides, and chemical fertilizers unnecessary. Most of our plants attract butterflies
and birds that bring your garden to life.
See our demonstration backyard garden, and pick up free plant lists and “how-to” info on
gardening for butterflies, attracting birds, building a backyard pond, and more!
Information : www.ofnc.ca/fletcher

Greater Ottawa Water Garden Horticultural Society (GOWGHS)
5th annual Water Garden Tour, Saturday, June 15th

The Greater Ottawa Water Garden Horticultural Society (GOWGHS) proudly presents its 5th annual Water Garden
Tour, Saturday, June 15th. This self guided tour will take you through nine water gardens during the day and two in
the evening. Tickets are $15 each and go on sale starting May 15th. Proceeds from the tour go towards community
projects in the Ottawa area. For more information and ticket sales, please visit our website at
www.ottawawatergardens.com
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Orchids 101 – Getting Ready for Summer
May, 2013 © Marilyn Light
Those of us raising orchids in temperate climes have to deal with winter with its shorter days and weaker sunlight.
Now that summer is just around the corner, we want to ensure that our orchids are healthy going into this season and
ready to take advantage of summer warmth and lengthening days.
I – For those hobbyists having plants indoors and intending to raise them outdoors during summer:
1 – Make sure that the orchids are as healthy as possible before taking them outdoors.
2 – Spring is a good time to divide and repot.
3 – Too much light can be as harmful as too little. Be certain to have adequate shade wherever you plan to situate the
plants. Make use of high overhead shade provided by tall trees or employ shadecloth or several layers of floating
row cover. Adjust light to maintain plant vigour.
4 – Keep pots off the ground to avoid slugs. Wrap pots with copper mesh to stop slugs in their tracks.
5 – Adjust watering and fertilizer schedules to accommodate increased light and higher humidity.
6 – Monitor temperature, humidity and air movement in all parts of the growing area. Watch for stagnant air pockets
especially during cool wet weather.
7 – Examine your collection at least weekly for signs of disease and pests. This is especially important during
extended cold rainy spells or during a heat wave. Have a 'hospital bench' to isolate sick plants.
8 – Orchids will benefit from the natural temperature difference between day and night but always protect sensitive
orchids including Catasetum, Phalaenopsis and Vanda against sudden changes in temperature and humidity. Shelter
cold-sensitive plants during chilly nights and heat-intolerant plants during hot weather.
9 – Day length affects many orchids by triggering them to bloom or rest. We have 16 hours of day in mid June after
which time the nights get longer. Check that outdoor plants are not being accidentally illuminated by outdoor (street,
security) lights or light spilling from a nearby window at night.
10 – Lay down a supply of rain water before watering restrictions are applied and in case of drought. Cover rain
barrels to exclude mosquitoes.

II – For those hobbyists who maintain their orchids indoors year round either on a window sill, under lights
or in a greenhouse:
1 – Give your orchids a 'spring check-up'. Divide, re-pot, cull as needed.
2 – Keep indoor orchids away from air conditioning drafts.
3 – Day length affects many orchids, triggering them to either bloom or rest. Check that windowsill or greenhouse
plants are not being accidentally illuminated by outdoor or indoor lights at night.
4 – Adjust watering and fertilizer schedules to accommodate increased light.
5 – Monitor temperature, humidity and air movement in all parts of the growing area. Increase shade and employ
evaporative cooling to deal with excessive summer heat.
6 – Protect orchids from thrips and other garden insects by screening greenhouse vents.
7 – Before leaving on vacation, train the caregiver and leave detailed instructions.
8 – Repeat the check-up upon return from summer vacation, and at summer’s end.
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