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This month’s meeting...

Sunday, May 17,2009 @ 1:30 p.m.
Tom Brown Arena, 141 Bayview, Ottawa

This month’s meeting... “Back to Basics” with members of the Ottawa Orchid
Society

This month’s presentation is all about “Back to Basics”. We have asked four of
our members to lead small, hands-on workshops. Marilyn Light will be bringing
a large Cymbidium just begging to be divided and repotted; Helgi Fatovic will
talk about growing Dendrobiums, which is something she does very well as
evidenced by the gorgeous specimens in her display at the show; Lynne and
Santos will present the Oncidium alliance to us; and Linda Schopf will talk
about the most dreaded of orchid topics — bugs! By the way, if you have plants
with bugs or that you suspect may have unwanted visitors, why not bring them in
(in a clear plastic bag and isolated from any other plants, of course). Linda will
gladly show you what to do.

Hope you can make it to this meeting where you are sure to learn some tips and
secrets that will help you with your orchid growing and get greater enjoyment
from your plants.

And in addition to our usual monthly raffle, there will be a special raffle of plants
donated by our show vendors for everyone who helped with the show. If you
were a show volunteer, hope you can make it to this meeting.

Note that this is also the last monthly meeting before we take a break for the
summer months. We will resume our monthly meetings beginning in
September.

NOTE: There will be no Orchids 101 this month.

Don’t forget to bring your blooming orchids to our
monthly show table.

The Ottawa Orchid Society meets every third Sunday of
every month from September to May inclusive
at 1:30 P.M. at the Tom Brown Arena, 141 Bayview, Ottawa.
Guests are welcome.

MEMBERSHIP: $25 from September 1 - August 31.




A NOTE FROM THE PRESIDENT (AND EDITOR)

our 28" Annual Orchid Show and Sale is now but a memory and from all accounts it was a great success. We had 2,168 people
visit the show and everyone from the general public, our volunteers, exhibitors and vendors enjoyed the show very much. On
behalf of the Board, our Show Co-chairmen, Dave Cooper and Dave Thomson, sincere thanks to all our show committee heads
and all our 90+ volunteers, exhibitors, judges, and Art Galleria participants on a great job done and for your wonderful support!
GREAT WORK, EVERYONE!

For those of you who are interested in stats, this
year we had 34 displays (1 was not registered in
time) along with 11 ikebana displays and 5 floral
exhibits. Of 51 vendors invited, 24 attended selling
everything from orchids to art work, orchid books,
linen, exquisite gold and silver jewellery and orchid
growing supplies. There were 531 orchids
registered for ribbon judging. There were thousands
of orchids for sale in the vendors’ area with many
plants in bloom or bud. Our Members’ Sale Table
had the biggest selection of members’ plants we've
ever had with everything from bargain priced plants
to orchids for the connoisseur grower. The Art
Galleria keeps growing with amazing creative work.
No one went hungry either during the day of the set ' -
up or over the two days of our show with lots of great, fresh food made available by our hospitality committee to all our show
participants free of charge. Our show photographer, Arlene Lang (pictured on right with Rick Sobkowicz, photo taken by Elizabeth
Kaminska) took over 1,000 photographs of our show and has been busy selecting items used in this month’s Spike. Many of her
images will be posted on the Society’s web site in due course for our members’ viewing pleasure, along with photographs taken
by Elizabeth Kaminska and Karim Mattar. Arlene suffered from a sore neck and headache after lugging her camera equipment
and battery packs over the 3 days taking snapshots of everything from different stages of the set up and take down to the
individual exhibits, volunteers at work, vendors, and individual plants. Arlene did a magnificent job. Picture above on right is one
of Arlene’s photos, this one of Dtps. Rossini owned and grown by France Tremblay which won the Hans Bode Trophy.
Congratulations, France!

Our April monthly speaker, Caroline Constabel, gave an excellent
PowerPoint presentation on Canadian Cypripediums. Caroline also brought
with her various Cypripediums for sale grown from seed. The sale plants
were in exceptional condition. Margaret Haydon bought a Cypripedium
parviflorum with four very small shoots. Margaret placed this plant indoors
on the kitchen counter facing an east window. In less than 3 weeks, this
plant rewarded Margaret with a lovely bloom. The flower does not have the
pronounced brown coloration typical of Cypripedium parviflorum. Perhaps
this is an alba variation. The flower has a lovely “woodsy” fragrance. We
hope to have Caroline come to our show next year as an orchid vendor so if
you missed out buying any of her Cypripediums at this April meeting, you
may have a chance at next year's annual show. (On right, photo taken by
Arlene Lang of Caroline Constabel giving her presentation.)

This month is our General Meeting and we shall be holding elections for the
Office of Society President, Vice President, Treasurer and Secretary. The
Election Committee is headed by Anna Bilsky, our former Society President.
The current members in these positions are prepared to serve in their
respective roles for another two year term if there are no other candidates and that is the Society’s decision. All elected positions
are open to candidates nominated by the general membership. Any person to be nominated for an elected position must be a
member in good standing (ie. have paid their annual dues) and their nomination must be supported by at least three (3) Ottawa
Orchid Society (OOS) members of good standing. If you are unable to be at the meeting when the election is held, you may
submit your nomination using the nomination form found further on in this newsletter. The nominee must agree to run for the
office nominated and sign the form. Nominations will be received by the nomination committee until the start of the elections at
the Society meeting. These positions are for a two year term. If you have any questions on the election or wish further information

on the Election Committee, please contact Anna Bilsky (613-728-4202, e-mail: humbil @pri mus.ca).

This is our last monthly meeting before we break for summer and reconvene in September. Hope to see you Sunday.

Rick Sobkowicz



