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Sunday, May 17, 2009 @ 1:30 p.m.
Tom Brown Arena, 141 Bayview, Ottawa
This month’s meeting… “Back to Basics” with members of the Ottawa Orchid
Society
This month’s presentation is all about “Back to Basics”. We have asked four of
our members to lead small, hands-on workshops. Marilyn Light will be bringing
a large Cymbidium just begging to be divided and repotted; Helgi Fatovic will
talk about growing Dendrobiums, which is something she does very well as
evidenced by the gorgeous specimens in her display at the show; Lynne and
Santos will present the Oncidium alliance to us; and Linda Schopf will talk
about the most dreaded of orchid topics – bugs! By the way, if you have plants
with bugs or that you suspect may have unwanted visitors, why not bring them in
(in a clear plastic bag and isolated from any other plants, of course). Linda will
gladly show you what to do.
Hope you can make it to this meeting where you are sure to learn some tips and
secrets that will help you with your orchid growing and get greater enjoyment
from your plants.
And in addition to our usual monthly raffle, there will be a special raffle of plants
donated by our show vendors for everyone who helped with the show. If you
were a show volunteer, hope you can make it to this meeting.
Note that this is also the last monthly meeting before we take a break for the
summer months. We will resume our monthly meetings beginning in
September.
NOTE: There will be no Orchids 101 this month.

Don’t forget to bring your blooming orchids to our
monthly show table.

Past President - Anna Bilsky
613-728-4202 / humbil@primus.ca
COC Representative - Jean Hollebone
613-226-2395 / jhollebone@sympatico.ca
AOS Representative - Margaret Haydon
613-825-0827
Conservation Representative:
Marilyn Light
819-776-2655 / mlight@igs.net
Publicity - Richard Aubert
613-728-9890 / raubert@sympatico.ca

The Ottawa Orchid Society meets every third Sunday of
every month from September to May inclusive
at 1:30 P.M. at the Tom Brown Arena, 141 Bayview, Ottawa.
Guests are welcome.
MEMBERSHIP: $25 from September 1 - August 31.

A NOTE FROM THE PRESIDENT (AND EDITOR)
th

Our 28 Annual Orchid Show and Sale is now but a memory and from all accounts it was a great success. We had 2,168 people
visit the show and everyone from the general public, our volunteers, exhibitors and vendors enjoyed the show very much. On
behalf of the Board, our Show Co-chairmen, Dave Cooper and Dave Thomson, sincere thanks to all our show committee heads
and all our 90+ volunteers, exhibitors, judges, and Art Galleria participants on a great job done and for your wonderful support!
GREAT WORK, EVERYONE!
For those of you who are interested in stats, this
year we had 34 displays (1 was not registered in
time) along with 11 ikebana displays and 5 floral
exhibits. Of 51 vendors invited, 24 attended selling
everything from orchids to art work, orchid books,
linen, exquisite gold and silver jewellery and orchid
growing supplies. There were 531 orchids
registered for ribbon judging. There were thousands
of orchids for sale in the vendors’ area with many
plants in bloom or bud. Our Members’ Sale Table
had the biggest selection of members’ plants we’ve
ever had with everything from bargain priced plants
to orchids for the connoisseur grower. The Art
Galleria keeps growing with amazing creative work.
No one went hungry either during the day of the set
up or over the two days of our show with lots of great, fresh food made available by our hospitality committee to all our show
participants free of charge. Our show photographer, Arlene Lang (pictured on right with Rick Sobkowicz, photo taken by Elizabeth
Kaminska) took over 1,000 photographs of our show and has been busy selecting items used in this month’s Spike. Many of her
images will be posted on the Society’s web site in due course for our members’ viewing pleasure, along with photographs taken
by Elizabeth Kaminska and Karim Mattar. Arlene suffered from a sore neck and headache after lugging her camera equipment
and battery packs over the 3 days taking snapshots of everything from different stages of the set up and take down to the
individual exhibits, volunteers at work, vendors, and individual plants. Arlene did a magnificent job. Picture above on right is one
of Arlene’s photos, this one of Dtps. Rossini owned and grown by France Tremblay which won the Hans Bode Trophy.
Congratulations, France!
Our April monthly speaker, Caroline Constabel, gave an excellent
PowerPoint presentation on Canadian Cypripediums. Caroline also brought
with her various Cypripediums for sale grown from seed. The sale plants
were in exceptional condition. Margaret Haydon bought a Cypripedium
parviflorum with four very small shoots. Margaret placed this plant indoors
on the kitchen counter facing an east window. In less than 3 weeks, this
plant rewarded Margaret with a lovely bloom. The flower does not have the
pronounced brown coloration typical of Cypripedium parviflorum. Perhaps
this is an alba variation. The flower has a lovely “woodsy” fragrance. We
hope to have Caroline come to our show next year as an orchid vendor so if
you missed out buying any of her Cypripediums at this April meeting, you
may have a chance at next year’s annual show. (On right, photo taken by
Arlene Lang of Caroline Constabel giving her presentation.)
This month is our General Meeting and we shall be holding elections for the
Office of Society President, Vice President, Treasurer and Secretary. The
Election Committee is headed by Anna Bilsky, our former Society President.
The current members in these positions are prepared to serve in their
respective roles for another two year term if there are no other candidates and that is the Society’s decision. All elected positions
are open to candidates nominated by the general membership. Any person to be nominated for an elected position must be a
member in good standing (ie. have paid their annual dues) and their nomination must be supported by at least three (3) Ottawa
Orchid Society (OOS) members of good standing. If you are unable to be at the meeting when the election is held, you may
submit your nomination using the nomination form found further on in this newsletter. The nominee must agree to run for the
office nominated and sign the form. Nominations will be received by the nomination committee until the start of the elections at
the Society meeting. These positions are for a two year term. If you have any questions on the election or wish further information
on the Election Committee, please contact Anna Bilsky (613-728-4202, e-mail: humbil@primus.ca).
This is our last monthly meeting before we break for summer and reconvene in September. Hope to see you Sunday.

Rick Sobkowicz
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SOCIETY BULLETIN BOARD
LIBRARY CORNER
This is the last month that we shall see Jane Thompson sitting behind the Society
library as Society librarian. Jane has been Society librarian since September 2007.
She has done an excellent job and we thank you for the GREAT work that you have
done. You will be missed.
Members who have items borrowed from the library are urged to return them at the
May meeting. If you cannot do so, please contact Jane at the earliest opportunity.
If you would like to be the Society librarian, please advise Jane of your interest at
the earliest. We are most anxious to continue providing this service to Society
members. If no volunteer steps forward, this Society function will be discontinued
until a librarian is found. Temporary arrangements have been made with another
Society member to move everything from Jane’s home to this person’s home until a
new librarian is found. There are several shelves of books and several boxes of
books, periodicals, video tapes and other odds and ends in the Society library. The
Society librarian just needs to find a dry corner or bare wall in his or her home
where the books can be conveniently stored. As our Society library is rather
extensive, the librarian chooses each month what to bring to monthly meetings. The
librarian brings items to meetings requested by members and what is convenient to
transport every month. During the course of the year, the Society librarian buys
what new books and other items are appropriate within the library budget allocated.
If you enjoy reading this can be a wonderful role for you and it’s a great way to get
to know Society members and make a valued contribution. (Photo on left is of Jane
Thompson, photo taken by Arlene Lang at April 2009 meeting.)

********************

B.B.Q. AT LYNNE AND SANTOS
Sunday, July 12th from 11:00 am
You and your family are cordially invited to a Bar-B-Q at the home and
orchid haven of Lynne Guimond and Santos Peixe (Exotic Orchids Plus)
th
at Green Valley, Ontario on Sunday, July 12 from 11:00am.
Please bring your own chairs and let the cook know how many are
coming by phone (tel.# 613- 525-0164) or by e-mail
(lynneandsantos@citenet.net)
Address: 20474 Concession 8, Green Valley, ON K0C 1L0
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SHOW TABLE JUDGING RESULTS – April 19th, 2009
Class / Judged by

Place

Plant Name

Owned / Grown by

* Corrections are noted in the text by an asterisk. We ask
Cattleya Alliance
judged by André Couture

1

st

nd

Cypripedium Alliance
Paphiopedilum
judged by Michael Lum
Oncidium Alliance
judged by Michael Lum

Dendrobium Alliance
judged by Michael Lum

2
rd
3
st
1

2

nd

3

rd

3

rd

1

st

2

nd

3

rd

1

owners to make the appropriate changes to their tags.
Rhyncosophrocattleya Yen Corona “Green Genius”
AM/AOS
Gur. skinneri alba
Slc. Jewel Box
Paph. Judge Philip

Michael Lum
Angèle Biljan
Angèle Biljan
Theresa Lafleur

Oncidioda Pacific Pagan

Rita Shand

*Bllra. Eurostar is now Goodaleara Eurostar
*Psychopsis papilio

Angèle Biljan

Den. Spring Beauty

George Cook

*Den. Brazilian Nisei

Terez Paksi

Rita Shand

(There is no Den. Brazil in the data base.)
Phalaenopsis/
Doritaenopsis Alliance
judged by André Couture

*Den. loddigesii

Terez Paksi

st

Phal. vetchiana “Bedford Beauty” x Dtps. pulcherrina
“Bedford Blue”

Michael Lum

2

nd

Phal. No name

Terez Paksi

2

nd

Phal No Name

Elzbieta (Ela) Kesik

3

rd

*Phal. Bedford Golden Thomas = Phal. (Haur Jin

Terez Paksi

3

rd

1

st

Diamond x Sogo Thomas)

Vanda Alliance
judged by André Couture
Cymbidium Alliance
judged by André Couture
Pleurothallid Alliance
Judged by Michael Lum

Novice
judged by André Couture
Miniature
judged by André Couture

Angèle Biljan

1st

Cym. Susan Lake “Bayfront Park”

Rita Shand

1st

*Pleurothallis grobyi is now called Specklinia grobyi
*Restrepia antennifera “Ilia”
*Lockhartia Gold Speck = Lockhartia (oerstedii x acuta)

Angèle Biljan

2nd
1st

Ludisia discolor
Phal. No Name

Rita Shand
Ann Smutylo

2nd
1st

Epidendrum Green Hornet
Harella retrocalla

Ann Smutylo
Michael Lum

*Sedirea japonica

Angèle Biljan

Lockhartia Golden Speck = Lockhartia (oerstedii x acuta)

Angèle Biljan

Rhyncosophrocattleya Yen Corona “Green Genius”
AM/AOS

Michael Lum

nd

1st

2
Member’s Choice
judged by Bill Arthurs
BEST IN SHOW
judged by André Couture
and Jean Hollebone

Angèle Biljan

x Brother Golden Potential)
Ascocentrum miniatum

2
Miscellaneous
judged by Michael Lum

*Phal. Bedford Golden Ransom = Phal. (King’s Ransom

nd

1st

Henry Steger
Angèle Biljan
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Thanks to our 4 show judges, all the members who brought their blooming orchids to the April show table and Joyce Medcalf for
correcting and/or updating the names of owners’ plants. Congratulations to all the winners for well cultured and beautiful plants on this
month’s show table. Please note that all plant names shown with a * indicate a correction or change has been made to the
name on the plant owner’s name tag. Winners please make changes to your plant name tags where corrections or other
changes have been made.

Above on left is Michael Lum holding his Best In Show table winner, Rhyncosophrocattleya Yen Corona “Green Genius” AM/AOS.
Standing to the left of Michael is Jean Hollebone our Show Table Coordinator and André Couture. Image on right is a close-up
photo of one of the blooms of the Rhyncosophrocattleya Yen Corona “Green Genius”. Photos taken by Arlene Lang.

Above is the proud winner of the Member’s Choice, Angèle Biljan holding her Lockhartia Gold Speck alongside Bill Arthurs who
selected the Member’s Choice winner. On the right above is a close-up photo of Lockhartia Gold Speck. Photos taken by Arlene Lang.

From left above: Den. Spring Beauty owned and grown by George Cook; Cym. Susan Lake 'Bayfront Park' owned and grown by Rita
Shand; and, Ascocentrum miniatum owned and grown by Angèle Biljan. All photos by Arlene Lang.
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From left above: Oncidioda Pacific Pagan owned and grown by Rita Shand; Harella retrocalla owned and grown by Michael Lum; and,
Paph. Judge Philip owned and grown by Theresa Lafleur. All photos taken by Arlene Lang.

From above left: Sedirea japonica owned and grown by Angèle Biljan; Phal. Bedford Golden Thomas owned and grown by Terez
Paksi; and another Phal. Bedford Golden Thomas owned and grown by Henry Steger. These two Phals. came from the same
community pot purchased from Bedford Orchids in April 1997 and show how two plants with the identical parents can differ in
appearance. Photos by Arlene Lang.

From above left: Den. loddigesii owned and grown by Terez Paksi; an unnamed Phalaenopsis owned and grown by Elzbieta (Ela)
Kesik; and, Phal. vetchiana “Bedford Beauty” x Dtps. pulcherrina “Bedford Blue” owned and grown by Michael Lum. Photos by Arlene
Lang.
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From above left: Phal. Bedford Golden Ransom owned and grown by Angèle Biljan; an unnamed Phalaenopsis owned and grown by
Terez Paksi; and an unnamed Phal. owned and grown by Ann Smutylo. Photos by Arlene Lang.

From above left: Gur. skinneri alba owned and grown by Angèle Biljan; Epidendrum Green Hornet owned and grown by Ann Smutylo;
Psychopsis papilio owned and grown by Rita Shand; and, Ludisia discolor owned and grown by Rita Shand.

From left above: Goodaleara Eurostar owned and grown by Angèle Biljan; Den. Brazilian Nisei owned and grown by Terez Paksi; and,
Alaticaula rechingeriana owned and grown by Emerson Harkin.
On left, Masdevallia triangularis owned and grown by Emerson
Harkin, one of our newest and youngest members. Emerson is
attracted to these challenging orchid species and appears to
being very successful in growing and blooming these orchids.
You’re doing a great work, Emerson!
On right, Restrepia antennifera "Ilia" owned and grown by Henry
Steger.
This brings us to the close of our pictures of the show table
plants at the April meeting. Hope you enjoyed viewing all these
photographs taken by Arlene Lang.
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Ottawa Orchid Society exhibit at Orchidofolie 2009, Québec on April 18-19, 2009
Results of the Ottawa Orchid Society exhibit at Orchidofolie 2009, Québec on April 18-19, 2009.
Display of 6 to 15 plants - 3

rd
st

Dtps. I-Hsin Purple Jewel – 1
st
Den. Burana Emerald – 1
st
Zelm. Midas ‘Willow Pond’ AM/AOS – 1
st
Epc. Fringe Festival – 1
nd
Masd. Dainty Miss – 2
rd
Phal. I-Hsin Snow Bear – 3
rd
Epi. Candy Dandy – 3
rd
Masd. tovarensis – 3
Marilyn Light was able to use some of her own hybrids in the exhibit
together with a few purchased phals and a Dendrobium to make up
for a paucity of available plants during show-packed April. Many
thanks to France Tremblay who helped stage the exhibit with
Marilyn Light. The weather was perfect for show visitors and for the
exhibits alike as the vaulted glass ceiling of the Envirotron provides
excellent lighting all day long. Those who have not attended the
Québec City show should try to see it sometime. A real delight and
such a friendly group of society members. À la prochaine. (On right
is a picture of the OOS exhibit in the Quebec City show.
Photographer: Michael MacConaill.)

********************
UPCOMING EVENTS - 2009
Aug 2:

Southern Ontario Orchid Society (SOOS) Summerfest and Toronto Centre Judging (10:00am – 4:00pm) at the Toronto
Botanical Gardens, see "http://www.soos.ca/". All orchidists are welcome. More info on SOOS Summerfest in June
Spike.

Sept 26-27:

The Central Ontario Orchid Society (COOS), Cambridge Hespeler Arena, 640 Ellis Road, Cambridge
"http://www.coos.ca/"

Oct 24-25:

Eastern Canada Orchid Society (ECOS) at the Days Inn Hotel, 1005 rue Guy, in downtown
Montreal. http://www.ecosorchids.ca/

Nov 14-15:

Niagara Region Orchid Society (NROS) CAW Hall 124 Bunting Rd, St. Catharines, Ontario.
"http://www.niagaraorchidsociety.org/"

For listing of AOS judging dates throughout 2009, see the January 2009 Spike (page 9).

News from the AOS Members’ Meeting in Houston, Texas, April 22 – 26
Canada once again has a trustee on the A merican Orchid Society (AOS) Board of Trustees. Mario Ferrusi of Marsh Hollow from
Fenwick, Ontario was elected an AOS Trustee at the Houston, Texas meeting. Mario will have a tough job as the AOS is still having
money problems due to a fall in membership. The AOS has been curtailing some of its services and publications in line with its
decreased income while seeking new members. Mario is the second Canadian after Gerda Ferrington to ser ve on the Board.
At the same meeting, Toronto student judges Joyce Medcalf (a long time Ottawa Orchid Society member) from the Kingston area and
Gail Schwarz from Halifax-Dartmouth were advanced to probationary AOS judge status. Jeanne Kaeding from Rochester and also from the
Toronto Centre was advanced to accredited judge. The Toronto Judging Centre has openings for more students. Any keeners out
there? If any OOS members are interested in the AOS program, do not hesitate to speak with Joyce. Congratulatio ns, Joyce, on
your advancement. (Reproduced from COC Newsletter, May 2009. Original reporting provided by Peter Poot of SOOS)
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A Watering System for Vacation Periods - Roy & Stephanie John
We have a 6 foot x 12 foot lean-to greenhouse on the east side of the house, which currently holds a couple of hundred orchids (mostly
cattleyas, dendrobiums and phalaenopsis). These are on three shelves; a high, narrow one around much of the perimeter, a metre
wide bench at waist height and a lower shelf under this bench. Additionally there are Vandas etc. hanging from the roof. There is a
drain in the centre of the floor. When we had the structure built Bill Arthurs said we should insist on a floor drain and he was absolutely
right.
We try to use rain water as much as possible. This is collected off the roof in two large butts and transferred to a 16" diam. 24" high
(about 80 L) garbage pail inside the greenhouse. Normally I use a watering can to drench the plants and a sprayer (Flo-N-Go Cart
Sprayer Model 3PCC 11.4 L from Lee Valley) to water the hanging plants and to add some moisture to the others on non-watering
days. The watering timetable is dictated by the needs of the plants relative to the growing conditions. When we leave the house for
vacation time watering becomes an issue, so I decided to build an automatic watering system.
The delivery system is built from ½ inch rigid plastic pipes. These run around the perimeter in two sections and hang down about a
foot from the ceiling. One is made up of three sides of a rectangle and the fourth side is a single separate piece. Each of these two
sections have an input line. The joints are hand-tightened plastic fittings. All of this material is available at Rona, Home Depot,
etcetera. There are strategically placed holes, drilled at 45 degrees, on the bottom of the pipe. For the holes I used a 0.06" (or 1.5 mm)
drill in a Dremel. (Small diameter drill bits can be bought at the Discount Hobbies,1803 St. Joseph Boulevard, Orleans, (613) 830-2373)
You can drill additional holes while the system is running - if you not mind a wet arm.
Water is pumped by a water fountain pump, Max-flo 500 submersible pump by Algreen, through a T junction, via flexible PVC tubing, to
the two sets of rigid pipe. Water squirts out of the holes for a distance of 2 feet from the pipes. This system provides about 15 to 20
litres in one minute, enough to get a modest watering. Control is by a timer, Intermatic Model DT 17, set to go for one minute on
Monday, Thursday and Saturday. The pumps are available at Rona etc., but only in the summer. The timers are in many stores at
any time.
Before leaving home I re-arrange the plants to put them under the spray. This means they are somewhat cramped together. With time
I have added holes to give a fair coverage of all the plants. You can also twist the pipes to better direct the spray at the plants. Not all
the plants get direct spray and about half get drips from above.
Many of our plants are now in plastic trays with 1/4" drainage ribs in the bottom. I have drilled small holes (1/8" diam.) at the top of the
ribs. This means when I water or the automatic system activates, about an inch of water collects in the tray and then slowly drips out
over 5 to 30 minutes. This gives time for the pots to soak up more moisture, without having the plants sit in water too long. This also
helps when we are on vacation. The speed it drains depends on the number of holes you put in.
The automatic system does not replace conventional watering; it is inadequate and too generic for the long term. It does mean that my
son only has to come in once per week to top up the water in the garbage pail when we are away from home.

********************
OOS 28th ANNUAL SHOW AND SALE
As mentioned earlier in the newsletter, the show appears to have been a great success thanks to the hard work of many OOS
members and friends of the Society. Thanks to everyone involved. Our Society treasurer, André Couture, urges anyone with
outstanding bills they may have in connection with the show to be paid by the Society to submit their expenses to him at the earliest
opportunity. Once this is done, we will then know how much of a profit we have made.
Society members will find on our Society website a complete listing of all the award and ribbon winners at our show. You will also find
on the Society’s web site a collection of photos taken by Arlene Lang. Below are three photos taken by Yanick Champoux at our show.
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Special Award and Best In Class OOS Member Winners:
Joyce Medcalf won the Canadian Orchid Congress (COC) Trophy for the best exhibit by an OOS member. France Tremblay won the
Hans Bode Trophy for the best plant in the show owned and grown by an OOS member. Marcel Carrière’s exhibit was in a 3-way tie
for the best exhibit voted by the general public. Wayne Eyles, a long time SOOS member as well as an OOS member won the award
for the Best Exhibit in the Show containing 1 to 5 plants. Wilson Ng, another member of our society and a Toronto resident won the
Cymbidium Alliance Award (Best Cymbidium in Show) with his Cym. Little Black Sambo ‘Black Magic’. Lynne Guimond and Santos
Peixe (Exotic Orchids Plus) won the award for Best Dendrobium in Show with their Den. thyrsiflorum. Marilyn Light won the award for
Best Chinese Cymbidium in show with her Cymbidium ensifolium Cai Hong 'Rainbow'. Mitsugi Kikuchi, an OOS member, won the
Award for Best Watercolor with his painting of a Cattleya with Hummingbirds. Dave Cooper won an award in the category of orchids
with people with his entry titled “Phal. Baby Jake”.

On the left is a photo of the Ottawa Orchid Society display created
by Jean Hollebone, constructed by her husband Bryan and accented
with some great looking props provided by the wonderful folks at
Ritchies Feed and Seed. Ela Kesik and Dave Kalb provided the
artistic touch in the placement of plants in the Society display. Diane
Aubry, Margaret Haydon, and Femmy Mes helped prepare the plants
for the exhibit, and André Couture made sure that members’ plants
in the Society exhibit were registered for ribbon judging. Rick
Sobkowicz prepared the calligraphic plant name tags placed with
each plant in the exhibit. The work performed by everyone resulted
in a very attractive Society exhibit. Thanks, Jean, for coordinating all
the work that went into making this exhibit happen. Thank you to all
the folks who donated their plants for the Society exhibit. There were
a lot of ribbon winners.

NOMINATION FORM
OTTAWA ORCHID SOCIETY 2009 ELECTION
All nominees must be paid up members in good standing of the Ottawa Orchid Society. Each nominee must sign the form to indicate
s/he is willing to run for office.
Date: _________________________________
Position: _______________________________
Name of Nominee (please print clearly): __________________________________________________
Nominee’s signature: _________________________________________________________________
Three nominators (OOS paid up members in good standing):

1.

____________________________ 2. ____________________________ 3. _______________________________
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SHOW PHOTOS TAKEN BY ARLENE LANG

Your Society editor would like to take this opportunity to pay special tribute to Wayne Eyles, a Mississauga resident and long time
member of the Southern Ontario Orchid Society (SOOS) and a good friend of the Ottawa Orchid Society. Wayne has been exhibiting at
our annual show very faithfully for many, many years, first alone and then with his sons, Jason and Christopher, who were our
youngest exhibitors and would frequently win the Award for Best Exhibit in the class of 1 - 5 plants. For many years, with rare
exception, Wayne would erect the SOOS exhibit, sometimes erect his own exhibit or help his sons transport their plants and props to
Ottawa. Wayne underwent a liver transplant a few years ago after waiting for many years for a donor transplant and suffered a stroke a
short while back. Driving to Ottawa from Mississauga was a challenge but this did not deter Wayne from coming. He recruited the help
of Doug and Terry Kennedy (Orchids in Our Tropics) and had one of the Kennedys drive his van while Wayne travelled with the other
Kennedy. Wayne did good. He did an excellent job with the SOOS display (see photo above) and his own personal exhibit won the
Award for Best Exhibit in the Class of 1-5 plants (see photo below), an award that evaded Wayne for many years.
Congratulations, Wayne!
During the show takedown, Wayne had a bad
fall at the back of the
curling rink and had to be
transported to the
Queensway-Carleton
Hospital by ambulance.
After a few hours and an
x-ray, he was released
from the hospital with a
pair of crutches. Wayne
spent the night in Ottawa
and returned home the
following day with the
Kennedy’s.
We all wish Wayne a fast
and complete recovery.
Thank you, Wayne, for
your great participation
over the years.
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What is a show without our volunteers? Here are some of our show organizers and many helpers. Below on left is Jane Logan who has
headed the Art Galleria for a number of years. She has done an excellent job attracting some exceptional talent to our show and
recruited many of her family members to help set up the paintings, photos and craft work. She has been a pleasure to work with and is
turning things over to France Tremblay. We will miss you Jane! On the right below is a group shot of a number of volunteers who did
different things at the show from hospitality, selling raffle tickets, and helping out at the Membership Table. Standing, from left to right
are Beverly Chan, Peggy Silverman, and Janet Lang, Sitting, from left are Dorothy Chu and Janet Johns.

Above, on left, is Linda Schopf, taking a break from her many different roles during the show. Note all the smiles on all our
volunteers…everyone seems to be enjoying themselves and having fun. On the right is Elizabeth Kaminska who is helping out at the
Plant Check Area, a new service introduced for the first time at our show this year. Many of the people attending the show and buying
plants found this to be a great feature. Many folks were able to buy and check plants and return to the vendors and buy yet more
plants. We hope we will be able to continue providing this service at upcoming shows.
On left is a photo of one of our other show photographers, Karim Mattar, hard at
work with one of his subjects. So many things to photograph, so little time.
Thank goodness for digital cameras.
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On left above is a picture of Ela Kesik who helped set up the Ottawa Orchid Society display. On the right above is a picture of Marcel
Carrière standing next to his personal exhibit.

On the left is a picture of Janet Johns standing
next to her personal exhibit.

Below on left is an educational display put
together by Marilyn Light.
On bottom right is an educational display put
together by our Show Chairman, David
Cooper. Dave’s display provides an overview
on the cost of hosting a show such as ours.
The show costs approximately $20,000 to
hold and the display provides a breakdown of
our expenses. Quite a number of people are
surprised at the cost and better understand
the reason for the cost of admission and the
need to support our participating vendors.
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Above on left is the exhibit erected by Joyce Medcalf that won the COC Award. On right above is the display erected by Thomas and
Caroline Pang of the Toronto Artistic Orchid Association. Below on left is the OOS Fragrance display. On bottom right is the exhibit
erected by the members of the Central Ontario Orchid Society (COOS).

Above on left is the exhibit erected by the members of the Eastern Canada Orchid Society (ECOS). On right above is the exhibit
erected by the members of Les Orchidophiles de Québec.
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On the top left is the exhibit erected by the members of Les Orchidophiles du Saguenay Lac St-Jean. On the right is the Kingston
Orchid Society exhibit erected by Irina Neverova and which won the Show Chairman’s Award. Watch out for the alligator in the water to
the right of the shack.

On left are two photos of
the exhibit erected by
the members of Les
Orchidophiles de
Montréal. This exhibit
won awards for Best
Exhibit in Show with
more than 26 plants, the
Award for Best Visiting
Society Exhibit and the
prestigious American
Orchid Society (AOS)
Artistic Certificate and
Show Trophy. There
were many individual
plants in the display
st
which won 1 place
ribbons, an AOS award
and Best in Class
Award. Congratulations
to the members of Les
Orchidophiles de
Montréal who never fail
to surprise and impress
us with their creativity
and artistic talents.
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Above are three pictures of exhibits in the Art Galleria. On left is a watercolor painting of a Cattleya with Hummingbird by Mitsugi
Kikuchi which won the Award for Best in Class - Orchid Fine Art. In the center is an orchid created in gold thread by Judith Dufresne,
which won an Award for Best in Class - Orchid Fine Crafts. On the right is a photographic work created by Dave Cooper which won the
Award in the Class of Photos of People and Orchids. The image in the center of each flower are different pictures of David’s grandson.

At the far left is the exhibit created by Terry
Kennedy of Orchids in Our Tropics which
won the Best of Class Award for Exhibit of 6
to 15 Plants.
On the left is the exhibit created by Mario
Ferrusi of Marsh Hollow which won the Best
of Class Award for Exhibit of 16 to 25 Plants.
Both exhibits are very compact but there are
a lot of plants all around the exhibit for
viewing.

On left is Lyc. Aquilla 'Détente' AM/AOS owned and grown by Mario
Ferrusi of Marsh Hollow which won the Award for Best Plant in
Show, an award created in honour of Pamela Gaskill.

Hope you enjoyed viewing the many pictures of our show. Arlene is
working with Dave Cooper, our Society webmaster to have many
more pictures of our show included on our Society website. Getting
everything up will take a while as there are so many photos. Do visit
the website from time to time to see what need images have been
added.
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A short while back, Marlene Young of our Society shared with your editor photographs of a trip she made to Ecuador with a group of
other orchid enthusiasts to see orchids growing in their natural habitat. A brief exchange followed and at your editor’s request Marlene
submitted the following brief write up on her trip. Many members may find Marlene’s account quite interesting and perhaps more OOS
members may go with Marlene on her next adventure into the interior of South America. Thanks a lot, Marlene, for your article and the
photos.

Ecuador and the confessions of a Lycaste addict
Strange isn't it? This addiction to orchids. Some hobbyists, like myself, develop a very personal relationship with them and want to
know everything about them - much like an adopted child!
So when the chance came to join an old travel buddy Ken Meier and his friends on holiday in Ecuador I jumped at the chance to see
where my beloved Lycastes grow with abandon.
There is nothing quite like sharing a 'love' with other addicts and Ecuador was no exception. Nor was this holiday designed for the
weak of heart and was meant to be a true adventure. I had spent 3 months training with weights and aerobics, updated my shots, and
picked up my malaria pills and medication to stave off high altitude sickness if needed. Let's face it, I'm aging and I needed to get in
shape for some of the climbs and deal with joint problems.
If the truth be told, I would have been 'voted off the island' on 'Survivor' but thankfully I was with real friends and some of us 'sat out' a
few of the more challenging excursions from our cozy bus.
th

Our trip began on April 4 this year when we arrived in Quito, Ecuador and began our 2 week adventure scheduled to end in Quayaquil
on a new bus I nicknamed the 'Green Hornet' with Hugo, our guide and horticulturist with Ecuagenera and adorable, smiling Franklin,
our driver. Nothing had prepared me for the sheer beauty of this world and it's people.
The top of the world and home to Anguloas and Idas and Lycastes and I was in heaven. Quite cool with mists and fogs obscuring the
highway (must order that new mister for my orchid room).
This is a 'vertical' country with roads cut through hills and water, water everywhere. High rubber boots were a must and a 'walk' through
the bush often meant gingerly stepping on rocks and grassy patches that gave way to the watery bog underneath.
Orchid varieties are everywhere and are on trees, in the bush and on the ground. In the future, I feel that many of the areas visited will
have to be excluded from these eco-excursions to further protect these very fragile areas. Public orchid reserves (parks) exist and are
partly funded by visiting enthusiasts and are easily accessible without boots even!
Our adventure was highlighted by a 2 day stay with our hosts Pepe and Ingrid Portilla of Ecuagenera who wined and dined us and
graciously opened the entire facility to us including greenhouses, labs and packing areas (over 60 people maintain these areas) and
where we could purchase many native orchids propagated in their labs.
We were also invited to meet with the head of the school built by Ecuagenera with funds from the sale of these orchids. Ecuagenera
has also initiated a conservation effort to re-establish orchids into the wild and employ specialists in these areas.
While our tour was specifically designed for us by Ken & Pepe (old friends), Ecuagenera has many other tours that include less
challenging treks, local landmarks and wildlife and even have tours in Peru. You can check their website http://www.ecuagenera.com
So what did I come away with?







A REAL appreciation for the needs of my orchids
My role in conservation and what a hobbyist is accomplishing by maintaining these collections
Many new friendships
The lasting thrill of seeing an Ida in situ
And yes, an even greater respect for the people of Ecuador and Ecuagenera and what they are trying to accomplish.

Thank you for enriching my life.
Marlene
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The attached picture (courtesy of Les Werner) shows
from left to right Hugo (horticulturist & guide), Marlene
Young, Franklin (kneeling, our driver & guide), Les
Werner (AOS judge), Joyce Medcalf (AOS judge),
Ken Meier (AOS judge), Shirley Dunkelberger, Pat
Vuurman, John Dunkelberger (AOS judge), Pepe
Portilla (rear, president of Ecuagenera), and Amy and
Barry Woolf.
Immediately below is a picture of what you face when
driving down a roadway. Yup, that’s a heavy mist in
the distance. On the right below is a shot of how the
roadways cut through the Ecuador landscape.
Rainfalls are frequent and it is not uncommon for
rocks to fall and block roadways until a road crew
arrives with equipment to clear the road. Many roads
can be easily washed out and the group experienced
instances when their bus could not proceed because
of wash out or heavy waters rushing across the
roadway.

On the left above is one of the main highways that got washed out. In the center is the home of Pepe (Jose) Portilla, the president of
Ecuagenera and his wife, Ingrid. The Portilla’s live on the top of the structure in the foreground and below them are the lab, offices and
packing facilities of Ecuagenera. Our group stayed in town but had their meals with the Portilla’s who, along with Pepe’s brother , Ivan
(Vice President of Ecuagenera), were the most gracious hosts you could find. Marlene enjoined the Portilla’s very much. In the back
center of the middle photograph and in the picture on the right is the school built by Ecuagenera. Ecuagenera employs a lot of locals
who would not otherwise have employment and does a lot to help advance the education of people in their community.
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Above on far left is a Phragmipedium besseae growing naturally in its native habitat. In the middle and far right are pictures of some of
the orchid growing areas of Ecuagenera. Below from left our group plays a game called “Who can find the orchid”. The group was en
route to the airport for their return flight home when these photos were taken. Pepe Portilla spotted an orchid specimen growing on the
face of this step cliff side and scooted to have a look. Peter Vuurman followed Pepe who was the first to reach this orchid treasure.
Hope Peter’s thighs did not ache too much trying to keep up with Pepe. On right is a typical roadway. Makes the cracks and the
potholes in our roadways seem like nothing to complain about when viewing the roads in Equador.

Below on left is an OOS member trying to work her way through the rainforest. Has anyone seen this person return home? In the
middle, our group stops for a pause. Anyone interested to scale the cliff side to find orchids? On the right is a native of Ecuador walking
across a ceiling in one of the buildings visited by Marlene during their trip. Watch where you sit!

Marlene, thanks very much for this travel log with photos. It looks like everyone had a great time. Let us know when you plan the next
excursion into South America. For members who may wish to view many more pictures of Marlene’s trip, go to Marlene’s web album at
http://picasaweb.google.com/pepyoung .
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ORCHID TOUR TO EQUADOR IN APRIL 2010
Ecuagenera will be hosting a two week orchid tour to Ecuador tin April 2010 that will coincide with the blooming season of
Phragmipedium besseae. Up to 150 OTHER orchid species in flower will also be seen. The cost is approximately $3,000 (CDN) but
this cost may go up or down depending on air fare increases and the value of the Canadian dollar. If this is of interest to you, to learn
more details, please contact Pepe (Jose) Portilla at Ecuagenera. The e-mail address is tours@ecuagenera.com . If anyone gets
further details on this event, your editor would be grateful if you would advise him of any information you get as other Society
members may be interested in this tour.

PURDON CONSERVATION AREA
The Purdon Conservation Area is a unique wetland famous for its exceptionally large native colony of Showy Lady's
Slipper Orchids. Each year between mid-June and early July 16,000 orchids burst into bloom. It is extremely rare to find a
colony of this size and Purdon is the largest in Canada, located minutes from Lanark Village.

Open dawn to dusk every day - May 15 - Oct 15





Admission by donation. All donations are dedicated to upkeep of the Purdon Conservation Area.
Call the Bloom Hotline at 613-259-5307 ext. 500 for updates to catch the flowers at their peak.
Fully accessible washroom, parking and picnic area.
Stroll along the 400 metre boardwalk for a close-up view of the orchids and many other plant and wildlife species
special to the area.

The colony exists today thanks to the care and cultivation of Mr. Joe Purdon. Mr. Purdon was a pioneer of land
stewardship and a great asset to our community. The wetland was originally part of Mr. Purdon's farm. Through careful
management of the few dozen orchid plants he discovered on this property in the 1930s, Mr. Purdon grew the colony
to over 16,000 blooms. Mississippi Valley Conservation acquired the site in 1984 and pledged to preserve if for the
enjoyment and enrichment of future generations.
Directions From Ottawa take Hwy. 417 west to the Toronto/Carleton Place Exit onto Hwy. 7. Then, follow Hwy. 7 to
Perth, at Perth turn north onto Highway 511. Follow Hwy. 511 through Lanark Village and continue on for 10 km. Turn
west onto Watson’s Corners Side Road (County Road 8). Follow this through Watson’s Corners Village. Continue for 10
km and turn north onto Concession Road 8. Follow signs to entrance.
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