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This Month’s Activities At a Glance 
 
March 10, 2021 at 7:00 p.m:  Orchids Discussion Group (ODG) meeting.  
 
March 13-14, 2021:  Virtual Show Table photo submission. 
 
March 15, 2021:  Garden Slippers plants order due. 
 
March 21, 2021 at 1:30 p.m:  Steven Frowine, a well known American horticulturalist, public speaker 

and author of several books including Fragrant Orchids:  A Guide to Selecting, Growing, and Enjoying, 
will speak about fragrant orchids. 
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President’s Message 

 
I have been looking through some old photos recently and I thought I would 
lead off with a photo of a (much) younger me, rather than the old guy I have 
somehow morphed into over the past 65+ years! Even at that age I was 
interested in orchids and I always had a book about wild flowers by my 
bedside! Maybe it is the long winter, maybe it’s the COVID restrictions, or 
maybe it is just the fact we are not getting any younger that makes us more 
introspective at times! It all makes me more appreciative of the many friends I 
have made through the Orchid Society over the years. Now my term as 
President is drawing to a close in May but I will still be active as the Past 
President and continue to be involved in my other functions.  

Our February meeting was excellent, with a most interesting talk about the Orchid Show in 
Medellin, Colombia from Mark Whelan. He showed us some excellent slides, both of the show 
itself and some of the local orchid vendors, and also photos of the city and the surrounding 
countryside. It really changed my impression of Colombia in a very positive way, and judging from 
the responses from members, I can see that many others felt the same. Thanks very much, Mark!   

We also had some very positive feedback from Mark after the meeting: “I really enjoyed the 
meeting. I have sat in on a number of Society meetings and yours seems to be the most complete 
and engaging. As close to in person as it can be. It was a fun day.” This is very encouraging and 
shows we are doing a good job making the best use of Zoom until we are able to get back to 
“regular” meetings. Thanks to Jan Johns for all her work to keep everything on track, and of course 
to our judges and all others who contribute to the meetings! The Orchid Doctor is a new feature 
we have just started (at least, new to our Zoom meetings), and you can find more about it on   
pages 19-20. Thanks to Margaret Haydon for giving us the benefit of her expertise. 

This month’s Show Table went very well again, with a total of 51 entries from 17 members. Thanks 
as always to our Show Table judges Marie-Josée Bergeron, André Couture, Jean Hollebone, Joyce 
Medcalf and Scott de Vito for reviewing all the entries and selecting the winning plants, and thanks 
to Pat Boisvert for judging the best photography. Thanks also to Joyce for checking and correcting 
the plant names where needed, and I hope members remember to update their records. You can 
see the photos of the winning entries starting on page 12.  

Keep those photos coming in please – it is a lot easier than having to struggle through the snow to 
the Tom Brown! 

 

Dave Cooper 
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Tentative Program for 2021 (all talks will be held at 1:30 p.m.) 
 
March 21, 2021 at 1:30 p.m.: 
 
Speaker:  Steven Frowine  

 
Topic:  Fragrant Orchids 
 
Speaker Background:  This month we welcome Steven Frowine, professional horticulturist, 
author, lecturer and author of many gardening articles and books on orchids including ‘Orchids for 
Dummies’, ‘Fragrant Orchids:  A Guide to Selecting, Growing, and Enjoying’, ‘Miniature Orchids’ and 
‘Moth Orchids, the Complete Guide to Phalaenopis’, among others. He has worked at several of 
the most important botanical gardens in the USA including the Missouri Botanical Garden, and the 
National Tropical Botanical Garden in Hawaii, as well as known commercial firms such as  
W. Atlee Burpee and White Flower Farm. Currently he lives in Ajijic, Mexico where he grows a 
wide range of orchids outside. At the Missouri Botanical Garden, he managed one of the largest 
orchid collections in the United States consisting of over 10,000 plants. 
 
A new wave in orchid mania is fragrant orchids. Many of the orchids we grow inside are beautiful 
and long lasting, but have little fragrance. However, there are some that smell like chocolate, citrus 
cinnamon, gardenia and even rotting meat. I am sure you will find his talk fascinating and 
informative. 
 

Upcoming Events 
 

 

Group Plant Orders 
 
There is no update on pending orders. The proposed delivery dates in April are still valid. Jean will 
contact everyone who has placed an order when the exact dates of plant delivery are finalised. 
Orders can still be placed with Garden Slippers for delivery of garden Cypripediums to Toronto in 
early April. Please contact Shaun Hillis at his Garden Slippers and place order directly through his 
web site (http://www.gardenslippers.com). Make sure to indicate that the order should be marked 
as Ottawa and let Jean know. This is critical if you would like Jean to pick it up for you in early 
April when the plants arrive.  

Jean Hollebone (Program Chair)  

April Thomas Mirenda will talk about conservation of orchids. The specific title for the talk to be 
determined. 

May Tom Etheridge will talk about Odontoglossum culture. 

September Leslie Ee will talk about ‘Lure, the Lust and Licentiousness of Black Orchids’ 

http://www.gardenslippers.com/
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Upcoming Elections  
 
2021 is an election year and we will be electing a President, Vice President, Treasurer and Secretary 
at our May meeting via Zoom. These positions are for 2 years and are open to all members in good 
standing. If anyone is interested in running, please look up the job descriptions and nominating 
requirements on the website under Constitution and For Members. Because of COVID, we will 
accept the required 3 guarantors’ signatures by email. While the current Treasurer and Secretary 
have agreed to stand again and our Vice President has agreed to run for President, please don’t 
hesitate to consider contesting for a position. You don’t need to be an orchid expert to be on the 
Board and the position of Vice President is open! 
 
As Past President, it is my responsibility to form a Nomination Committee and I need 2 more 
volunteers whose job is to accept nominations and answer any questions. We will accept 
nominations up until the May meeting and from the floor during the May Zoom meeting. Please 
send your nominations to me, Janet Johns at johnjns@sympatico.ca or Mila Kouznetsova at 
milamax2007@yahoo.ca 
 
If you would like to be on my committee, please email me. 
 

Janet Johns (Past President) 

 

Board Position Available - Membership Chair 
 

As most of you know, Helen Nitschke has been looking after Membership for the past three 
seasons, and she has been doing a great job! However, she feels it is now time to give another 
member a chance and so she will be stepping down at the end of this season.  
 
Helen has been an active member of the OOS for many years, and in addition to Membership, she 
has looked after Admissions at the Annual Show since 2017, as well as helping with Show 
Hospitality. She was also instrumental in implementing Square, which has allowed the Society to 
accept credit card payments at the Show and for memberships and meeting guests, a great boon 
during COVID! 
 
A big Thank-you to Helen for all her work on behalf of the Society, and especially in reaching out 
to members new and old during the COVID restrictions to keep everyone informed about Society 
activities.  

The OOS Board 
 

 

mailto:johnjns@sympatico.ca
mailto:milamax2007@yahoo.ca
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Members Awards 
 
There is a lot of information available in the Society website these days and I encourage everyone 
to spend a bit of time looking through the various pages to see what is in there – you might be 
pleasantly surprised!  
 
One thing that is well worth a look is the list of awards that have been won by various members 
over the years, our “Hall of Fame”. Just click on 
http://www.ottawaorchidsociety.com/member_awards.html and you will see which of our 
members have been given Lifetime Memberships, Lifetime Achievement Awards and Diamond 
Awards. In most cases there is a link to the issue of Spike where their award was announced, 
showing the member receiving their award from the President. All these members have made 
major contributions to the Society and it is great to be able to remember them in this way. Your 
hard work is very much appreciated! 
 
As Webmaster, I am always happy to receive your feedback on any aspects or issues with the 
website, links that are not working, etc. Feel free to contact me at orchidae@storm.ca.  
 

Dave Cooper (orchidae@storm.ca) 
Webmaster 

 
Judging Centre Update 
 
The Montréal Judging Centre will not be meeting in early 2021 due to the ongoing pandemic.   
In all likelihood, the Centre will continue to meet via ZOOM until June 2021. Members can attend 
the Centre’s lecture starting at 10:00 a.m. on March 20th; the lecture will last one hour. This month’s 
lecture will be on red Phragmipedium by Cédric Anne. 

 

Join Zoom Meeting 

 

https://umontreal.zoom.us/j/98033089644?pwd=dGdSeFQ0c0RIVlVQUGJrWFVvSWx4QT09 

Meeting ID:  980 3308 9644 

Passcode:  123559 

One tap mobile 

+12042727920,,98033089644#,,,,,,0#,,123559# Canada 

+14388097799,,98033089644#,,,,,,0#,,123559# Canada 

 
 
 

http://www.ottawaorchidsociety.com/member_awards.html
mailto:orchidae@storm.ca
mailto:orchidae@storm.ca
https://umontreal.zoom.us/j/98033089644?pwd=dGdSeFQ0c0RIVlVQUGJrWFVvSWx4QT09
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Virtual Show Table for April (DEADLINE APRIL 11th) 
 
Our Virtual Show Tables are working very well, and I am pleased to see so many members are 
participating. For the April meeting, the rules will be slightly different from the previous Show 
Tables (given in the September 2020 Spike) because we are extending the window for entries from 
2 days to 4 days. The deadline for entries will again be one week before the meeting making it 
Sunday April 11th, but you can take your photos and send them in on any of the 4 days from 
Thursday, April 8th to Sunday, April 11th. As always, please send by email to me at 
orchidae@storm.ca. Remember to include your name as well as the full name of each plant (or 
NOID if you don’t have the name).  
 
As a reminder please take two photos, one showing the whole plant and one a close-up of the 
flower. If possible, please send your photos as attachments to your email because I can then see the 
name of the image file. All members are welcome to participate and you can send in photos of as 
many plants as you wish. Our expert judges will judge all the photos in the same alliances we use 
for our usual Show Tables. We will award ribbons for first, second and third in each alliance as 
usual, as well as a rosette for Best of Show Table. We will also award ribbons for the best 
photography. 
 

Dave Cooper (orchidae@storm.ca) 
 

Orchids Discussion Group (April, 07 2021) 

The ODG meeting will be held once a month from 7:00-8:00 p.m. on Zoom (preregistration is 
required). Next month’s meeting will be held on April 07, 2021 at 7:00 p.m. At this meeting, you 
can ask questions and talk about orchid culture, share tips, and discuss any orchid related topic you 
are interested in.  
 
You may submit your questions or desired discussion topics to Pat Boisvert, our Conservation 
Chair (Pat.g.boisvert@gmail.com), ahead of time. Helen Nitschkie will email the question/topic list 
to OOS members one week before the ODG meeting date, along with the link for registration. A 
list of questions/discussion topics will be posted on the OOS website at 
http://www.ottawaorchidsociety.com/orchid_discussion_group_questions.html. 
 
For this event, registration will be open until one hour before the meeting starts. 
 
We hope you will enjoy participating in the ODG and can get back the community feel of our club.  
 
We look forward to seeing many of you at the next meeting. 

The OOS Board 

mailto:orchidae@storm.ca
mailto:orchidae@storm.ca
mailto:Pat.g.boisvert@gmail.com
http://www.ottawaorchidsociety.com/orchid_discussion_group_questions.html
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Zoom Meetings Reminder 

 

 Please register for each monthly Zoom meeting by the deadline indicated. Although we have 

not approached the limit yet, we do have limited “seats” and this cannot be exceeded. 

 Registration must be done for each separate meeting. 

 If you have not received your link after registration, you must let me know at least 1 hour 

before the meeting starts at janet.johns@sympatico.ca. Once the meeting is started at about 

1:00 p.m., I am not available. 

 Please sign on to the meeting before 1:25 p.m. You will be put into a waiting room, and it 
takes time to let you in. Once I have started the meeting at 1:30 p.m., you may have to wait 
for a few minutes as I share my screen for the opening protocols and agenda. 
 

Jan Johns (Vice President) 

Southern Ontario Orchid Society Contributes to Major Conservation Project 

The Southern Ontario Orchid Society (SOOS) Executive Committee made an unanimous decision 
at their February meeting to donate $25,000 to the Nature Conservancy of Canada (NCC) to help 
purchase the Vidal Bay property on Manitoulin Island. 

The Vidal Bay Forests and Shoreline property includes 7,608 hectares (over 18,000 acres) of intact 
forests, alvars, wetlands and inland lakes and over 18 kilometres of Lake Huron shoreline. It is a 
remarkable property and is NCC’s largest conservation project ever in Ontario. 

With this donation, SOOS continues a long-standing tradition of supporting conservation projects 
in Ontario to protect native orchid habitat. For more information on the Vidal Bay acquisition 
project and to make a donation, please follow the link below. 

https://www.natureconservancy.ca/en/where-we-work/ontario/featured-projects/vidal-bay.html 

For more information about SOOS follow this link:  https://soos.ca/ 

  

mailto:janet.johns@sympatico.ca
https://www.natureconservancy.ca/en/where-we-work/ontario/featured-projects/vidal-bay.html
https://soos.ca/
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February Zoom OOS Meeting Recap  

OOS February 2021 Meeting Report:  February 21, 2020 beginning at 1:30 p.m. 
 
There were 51 members signed up for the meeting and 48 attended.  
 

1. Jan Johns opened the meeting with protocols. She mentioned that her wifi had indicated 

some instability. If, for some reason, the connection for any meeting is lost, Jan would start 

the meeting again and everyone would reconnect using the same link.  

 

2. Dave Cooper welcomed everyone and went through the agenda. 

 

3. Jean Hollebone welcomed our speaker Mark Whalen, an American Orchid Society (AOS) 

Judge and Windsor Orchid Society member, who spoke at length on his visit to Medellin, 

Colombia in 2019 as a judge for the Annual Orchid Show. It was a wonderful tour of 

Medellin during their annual Flower Festival, the surrounding area and visits to 3 orchid 

nurseries. More details of his talk are summarized on the following page. 

 
4. André Couture led the Virtual Show Table results presentation and took the time to speak 

about each orchid as they were presented. Many thanks to our judges. This month there 

were 51 entries from 17 members. Ribbon Winners are shown on pages 12-18. 

Congratulations to all. 

 

5. Jan Johns launched the polls for Member’s Choice (see Ribbon Winners), at which time Jean 

Hollebone gave us an update on the upcoming talks. See page 4. 

 

6. Pat Boisvert presented the Photography Awards (Page 14) and commented that it is 

becoming more difficult to choose winners as the photography is improving each month. 

 
7. Margaret Haydon, our long-time Orchid Doctor, launched a new monthly event:  The 

Orchid Doctor. This month she detailed pictures of an Oncidium submitted by a member for 

diagnosis of leaf spotting. The verdict was that it was most likely due to spider mites in the 

beginning. Margaret explained ways to find and combat these arachnids as they can spread 

other diseases, including viruses from plant to plant. See her notes on pages 19-20. 

 
8. Dave Cooper introduced Member’s Notices:  

 

 Upcoming Election:  We will be holding an election for President, Vice President, Secretary 

and Treasurer this coming May, and according to our constitution we need to form a  
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nomination committee of 3 members whose job is to accept nominations and possibly to 

approach members who you think might be interested in contesting. If you would like to be 

on the nomination committee, please email Janet Johns at johnjns@sympatico.ca. See page 5 

for more details.  

 

 Jean Hollebone talked about the plant orders that are now completed and showed the 

beautiful Cattleya that she purchased from Sunset Valley Orchids recently, and how well it 

was flowering. 

 

 Pat Boisvert noted that there were 13 members at the ODG last month. This meeting went 

well and there was a lot of sharing. He encouraged people not to hesitate to join – and to 

submit questions to him at pat.g.boisvert@gmail.com. The next session will be on March 10 

from 7:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. This meeting lasts for only 1 hour. 

After the official meeting ended, quite a few members and our speaker, Mark Whalen stayed on 
the call to chat and exchange memories. Chatting on Zoom is encouraged from 1:10-1:25 p.m. 
and after the meeting ends. We hope to Zoom with you at the March meeting. 

 

Summary of Mark Whelan’s Presentation 

Colombia is the largest producer of cut flowers for the global market aside from the 

Netherlands. The Orchid Show occurs at the Botanical Gardens during the three-week 

Flower Festival that culminates with a parade. The Orchid Show is an AOS sponsored event 

at which he, Jean Hollebone, André Couture, and others served as judges. Mark also 

attended the Scientific Conference of Orchids of the Andes, which is held every three years.  

 

Mark showed photos of many of the spectacular displays full of Vandas, Cattleyas, Cymbidiums 

and Lycastes with one display by Andrea Nissan who has visited our Society in the past. In 

particular, he highlighted various Cattleya dowiana orchids which are beautiful but difficult to 

grow.  

 

According to Mark, the key to the flowering of many Colombian orchids is not the length of 

day as this is usually the same throughout the year, but the dormancy in the dry season 

followed by a wet season. It is the onset of rain that seems to trigger blooming. Visits to 

three orchid nurseries were featured. These were higher in the foothills and showed off cool-

growing Draculas and Masdevallias at the bottom and the warmer Cymbidiums and Oncidiums 

further up the hill. Shade cloths were evident but very few walls. Greenhouses are needed to 

grow Cattleyas here as it can be too cold in these areas.  

 

mailto:johnjns@sympatico.ca
mailto:pat.g.boisvert@gmail.com
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The remainder of the presentation was composed of glorious tour of Medellin and the 

surrounding area during the Flower Festival and the abundance of flowers dominating the 

floats and friendly people at the parade. His talk made us all want to visit Medellin which is a 

modern city, with excellent and inexpensive mass transit including a cable car. The city is a 

safe place with a combination of old and modern architecture. Costs of both travel and 

accommodation were very reasonable. We all felt that this would be a great future post-

pandemic holiday venue. 
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February Virtual Show Table Result 
 

OOS FEBRUARY 2021 SHOW TABLE RIBBON WINNERS 

ALLIANCE MEMBER’S NAME NAME OF PLANT 
RIBBON 
AWARD  

Cattleya Alliance  
Judged by  
Marie-Josée Bergeron 

Monique Savard Epidendrum stamfordianum 1st  

Sabina Gupta Brassavola nodosa 2nd  

Maria Martins Prosthechea cochleata 2nd 

Sabina Gupta Cattleya Angel Song 'Kewpie' (C. Orglade's Glow x  
C. Beaufort) 

3rd  
 

Cypripedium Alliance 
Judged by  
Joyce Medcalf 

Tommy Wingreen Paphiopedilum delenatii f. vinicolor ('Ruby Pouch' x 'Picotee') 1st 

Tommy Wingreen Paphiopedilum armeniacum 2nd 

Dendrobium Alliance 
Judged by  
Jean Hollebone 

Joyce Medcalf Dendrobium Aussie's Hi-Lo (Dendrobium cuthbertsonii x 
Dendrobium laevifolium) 

1st 

Magdalena Gawronska Dendrobium nobile 2nd 

Marie-Josée Bergeron Dendrobium spectabile 3rd 

Maria Martins Dendrobium rhodostictum x Dendrobium Aussie's Chip 
(Dendrobium aberrans x Dendrobium atroviolaceum) 

3rd 

Oncidium Alliance  
Judged by  
Scott de Vito 

Hessalene Attong Tolumnia Jairak Firm 'Bloody Bird' (Tolumnia Rainbow x 
Tolumnia Plush) 

1st 

Maria Martins Psychopsis papilio 2nd 

Ann Nakamura Tolumnia Jairak Firm 'White' (Tolumnia Rainbow x Tolumnia 
Plush)  

2nd 

Monique Savard Miltoniopsis Lennart Karl Gottling 'Hula Skirt' AM/AOS 
(Miltoniopsis Timberline x Miltoniopsis Pearl Ono)  

3rd 

Ann Smutylo Psychopsis Mendenhall 'Hildos' FCC/AOS (Psychopsis 
Butterfly x Psychopsis papilio) 

3rd 

Phalaenopsis Alliance 
Judged by  
André Couture 

 Phalaenopsis - Species  

Marie-Josée Bergeron Phalaenopsis equestris 1st 

Sabina Gupta Phalaenopsis tetraspis f. imperatrix 'Purple' 2nd 

Jan Johns Phalaenopsis amabilis 2nd 

 Phalaenopsis - Yellow Hybrids  

Marie-Josée Bergeron Phalaenopsis Mituo Gelb Eagle 'Goose Yellow-1' 
(Phalaenopsis Zheng Min Muscadine x Phalaenopsis LD's 
Bear King) 

1st 

Nick Cox Phalaenopsis NOID 2nd 

Ann Smutylo Phalaenopsis Miki Spirit (Phalaenopsis Little Gem Stripes x 
Phalaenopsis Surf Song) x Salu Peoker 

3rd 

 Phalaenopsis - Pink Hybrids  

Mila Kouznetsova Phalaenopsis Da Vinchi 1st 

Junta Hinrichs Phalaenopsis NOID 2nd 
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OOS FEBRUARY 2021 SHOW TABLE RIBBON WINNERS 

ALLIANCE MEMBER’S NAME NAME OF PLANT 
RIBBON 
AWARD  

 Phalaenopsis - White Hybrids & White Hybrids With Colour 
Markings 

 

Sabina Gupta Phalaenopsis NOID 1st 

Mila Kouznetsova Phalaenopsis Sogo Jessica (Phalaenopsis Liu's Twilight 
Rainbow x Phalaenopsis Sogo Rostris) 

2nd 

Maria Martins Phalaenopsis NOID 3rd 

Maria Martins Phalaenopsis NOID 3rd 

Pleurothallid Alliance 
Judged by  
Jean Hollebone 

Joyce Medcalf Pleurothallis bivalvis 'Hill Island' CHM/AOS 1st 

Joyce Medcalf Scaphosepalum verrucosum 2nd 

Vanda Alliance  
Judged by  
Joyce Medcalf 

Marie-Josée Bergeron Vanda Blaupunkt (Vanda coerulescens x Vanda falcata) 1st 

Photography  
Judged by  
Pat Boisvert 

Marilyn Light Phalaenopsis NOID 'Tornado' 1st 

Sabina Gupta Cattleya Angel Song 'Kewpie' (C. Orglade's Glow x  
C. Beaufort) 

2nd 

Best of Show Table Marie-Josée Bergeron Phalaenopsis Mituo Gelb Eagle 'Goose Yellow-1' (Phalaenopsis Zheng 
Min Muscadine x Phalaenopsis LD's Bear King) 

Member's Choice  
Poll Winner 

Joyce Medcalf Dendrobium Aussie's Hi-Lo (Dendrobium cuthbertsonii x Dendrobium 
laevifolium) 
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Photography Award 

Marilyn Light Phalaenopsis NOID ‘Tornado’ 1st 

Sabina Gupta Cattleya Angel Song ‘Kewpie’ (C. Orglade’s Glow x C. Beaufort) 2nd 

3
rd

 

Winner 
Julia Parshina 

 
Winner 

Julia Parshina 

Member’s Choice 

Phalaenopsis Mituo Gelb Eagle ‘Goose Yellow-1’ 
(Phalaenopsis Zheng Min Muscadine x 

Phalaenopsis LD’s Bear King) 
 

Marie-Josée Bergeron 

Best of Show Table 

Dendrobium Aussie’s Hi-Lo 
(Dendrobium cuthbertsonii x Dendrobium laevifolium) 

 
Joyce Medcalf 

Photography Awards 

1
st
 

2
nd
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Pleurothallid 

Joyce Medcalf Pleurothallis bivalvis ‘Hill Island’ CHM/AOS 1st 

Joyce Medcalf Scaphosepalum verrucosum 2nd 

Cypripedium 

Tommy Wingreen Paphiopedilum delenatii f. vinicolor 
(‘Ruby Pouch’ x ‘Picotee’) 

1st 

Tommy Wingreen Paphiopedilum armeniacum 2nd 

Vanda 

Marie-Josée Bergeron Vanda Blaupunkt  
(Vanda coerulescens x Vanda falcata 

1st 

1
st
 

 

1
st
 

2
nd

 
 

2
nd

 

3
rd

 
 

3
rd

 

Pleurothallid Alliance 

Cypripedium Alliance 
 

Cypripedium Alliance 

1
st
 

2
nd

 

Vanda Alliance 
 

Cypripedium Alliance 

2
nd

 1
st
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Cattleya 

Monique Savard Epidendrum stamfordianum 1st 

Sabina Gupta Brassavola nodosa 2nd-1 

Maria Martins Prosthechea cochleata 2nd-2 

Sabina Gupta Cattleya Angel Song ‘Kewpie’ (C. Orglade’s Glow x C. Beaufort) 3rd 

Cattleya 

Joyce Medcalf 
Dendrobium Aussie’s Hi-Lo  
(Dendrobium cuthbertsonii x Dendrobium laevifolium) 

1st 

Magdalena Gawronskia Dendrobium nobile 2nd 

Marie-Josée Bergeron Dendrobium spectabile 3rd-1 

Maria Martins 
Dendrobium rhodostictum x Dendrobium Aussie’s Chip 
(Dendrobium aberrans x Dendrobium atroviolaceum) 

3rd-2 

Cattleya Alliance 
 

Cattleya Alliance 

1
st
 

2
nd-1

 

2
nd-2

 
3

rd
 

Dendrobium Alliance  

2
nd

 1
st
 

3
rd-1

 

3
rd-2
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Cattleya 

Hessalene Attong Tolumnia Jairak Firm ‘Bloody Bird’ (Tolumnia Rainbow x Tolumnia Plush) 1st 

Maria Martins Psychopsis papilio 2nd 

Ann Nakamura Tolumnia Jairak Firm ‘White’ (Tolumnia Rainbow x Tolumnia Plush)  2nd 

Monique Savard 
Miltoniopsis Lennart Karl Gottling ‘Hula Skirt’ AM/AOS 
(Miltoniopsis Timberline x Miltoniopsis Pearl Ono)  

3rd-1 

Ann Smutylo Psychopsis Mendenhall ‘Hildos’ FCC/AOS (Psychopsis Butterfly x Psychopsis papilio) 3rd-2 

Phalaenopsis – White Hybrids and White Hybrids with Color Markings 

Sabina Gupta Phalaenopsis NOID 1st 

Mila Kouznetsova Phalaenopsis Sogo Jessica (Phalaenopsis Liu’s Twilight 
Rainbow x Phalaenopsis Sogo Rostris) 

2nd 

Maria Martins Phalaenopsis NOID 3rd-1 

Maria Martins Phalaenopsis NOID 3rd-2 

1
st
 2

nd-1
 2

nd-2
 

3
rd-2

 

3
rd-1

 

Oncidium Alliance  

1
st
 

2
nd

 

3
rd-2

 3
rd-1

 

Phalaenopsis Alliance  
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Phalaenopsis - Species 

Marie-Josée Bergeron Phalaenopsis equestris 1st 

Sabina Gupta Phalaenopsis tetraspis f. imperatrix ‘Purple’ 2nd-1 

Jan Johns Phalaenopsis amabilis 2nd-2 

Phalaenopsis – Yellow Hybrids 

Marie-Josée Bergeron Phalaenopsis Mituo Gelb Eagle ‘Goose Yellow-1’  
(Phalaenopsis Zheng Min Muscadine x Phalaenopsis LD’s Bear King) 

1st 

Nick Cox Phalaenopsis NOID 2nd 

Ann Smutylo Phalaenopsis Miki Spirit  
(Phalaenopsis Little Gem Stripes x Phalaenopsis Surf Song) x Salu Peoker 

3rd 

Phalaenopsis – Pink Hybrids 

Mila Kouznetsova Phalaenopsis Da Vinchi 1st 

Junta Hinrichs Phalaenopsis NOID 2nd 

Phalaenopsis Alliance  

1
st
 2

nd-1
 

2
nd-2

 

1
st
 2

nd
 3

rd
 

1
st
 2

nd
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Orchid Doctor 
 

Spider Mites Summary 
 

By Margaret Haydon 
(Presented at Ottawa Orchid Society Meeting, February 21, 2021) 

 

Spider Mites are part of the arachnid family (spiders, ticks, scorpions) and have tiny oval bodies 
approximately 0.4-0.5 millimeters long. They have 4 pairs of legs and exist in a variety of colours 
such as yellow, white, orange, cream, brownish and red. Some produce fine webs, whereas others 
such as the false spider mites do not produce webs. 
 
Spider mites suck the sap and chlorophyll (green part inside the leaf cells) from leaf cells. Damage 
is usually observed before the spider mites are seen or suspected. One may observe yellowish spots 
or larger areas that eventually become sunken and turn a brownish color on either side of the 
affected leaf. Severe infestation damage may also appear as a silvery sheen on the under side of an 
affected leaf. If spider mites are too crowded on a plant, a few may develop wings to fly to another 
plant to set up a new colony. 
 
Because spider mites suck sap and chlorophyll from leaves, they MAY ALSO RAPIDLY 
TRANSMIT VIRUSES ACROSS A PLANT COLLECTION! 
 
Detection:  
1) Observe for leaf damage 
2) Mist a plant and hold it in bright light to look for fine webs 
3) Mist a plant and wipe the top and bottom of leaves with a clean white tissue and look for 
brownish or reddish smears. A magnifying lens may also be used to see intact spider mites. 
 
Spider mite life cycle: 
Spider mites thrive in warm, low humidity environments – homes during the winter; green houses 
during summer in hot and dry conditions. A study observed that spider mites increased in numbers 
from 10 individual mites to 1,000 in a short span of May-June and reached 100,000 counts by July. 
Egg to adult development can take from 30 days to less than one week as the temperature 
increases. 
 
Prevention: 
Wash entire plants once in a while with water and maintain high humidity in the growing area. 
 
I cannot recommend treatments. Whatever you do, you must test your spray on a single leaf first.  
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This is what I do:  To a spray bottle I add ½ to 1 teaspoon mild liquid dish washing detergent, fill 
with ½ and ½ “Listerine Original” and water. Spray plant leaves thoroughly from top to the 
bottom, every 3-4 days for about 8 times.  
 
Listerine Original (light amber colour) is an “Antiseptic Mouthwash” manufactured by Johnson & 
Johnson Inc., containing 3 essential oils, and claims to “kill up to 99.9% of germs” and “helps fight 
plaque, gingivitis and bad breath”.  
 
The ingredients include: 
 
Medicinal ingredients (% w/v): 
 
 Eucalyptol 0.091% 
 Thymol 0.063% 
 Methanol 0.042% 
 
Non-medicinal ingredients (alphabetically): 
 Alcohol 
 Benzoic Acid 
 Caramel 
 Methyl Salicylate 
 Poloxamer 407 
 Sodium Benzoate 
 Water 
 
Many Thanks to the OOS grower who provided the photos of a plant with leaf damage and to Jan 
Johns for adding other photos for me and managing the presentation. 
 
References: (for pests, diseases and culture): 
 

1. The American Orchid Society Guide to Orchids and Their Culture, M. E. Gerritsen, R. 

Parsons; Ed. S. Svoboda, 2018, 62-64. (Book is also for sale on the AOS website) 

 

2. American Orchid Society (www.aos.org) 

Go to ‘All About Orchids’ 
Select ‘Orchid Pests and Diseases’ 
You can also check out ‘Culture Sheets’. 
 

3. Canadian Orchid Congress (www.canadianorchidcongress.ca) 

Select ‘Orchid Culture Sheets’ (available in both English and French) 
 

http://www.aos.org/
http://www.canadianorchidcongress.ca/
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A Visit to Jardin Botanique de Montréal 

By Hélène Mondou 

 
Recently, on a beautiful sunny morning, I decided to visit the Jardin Botanique de Montréal, one of 

the largest and richest in the world, which reopened to the public on 
February 8, 2021. I boarded the Montréal metro at the station Guy 
Concordia, and straight on to the station Pie IX, situated at a walking 
distance from the Garden.  
 
To ensure the safety of people visiting, 
strict COVID guidelines are posted and 
rigorously followed. I visited on a 
weekday before the school closures for 
the day. That was a great decision as 
there were very few visitors on that day 
and so I had the entire orchid 
greenhouse to myself!  
 
Taking advantage of this unique opportunity, I took many pictures to 

share with you, which, I hope will be to your liking. By the way, I 
want to point out a particularly attractive feature of this visit that 
many of you will appreciate, and that is the use of biological 
control or an ecological approach to controlling pests enforced in 
this greenhouse. They use two ferocious predators, an insect 
(Cryptolaemus montrouzieri) and a mite (Amblyseius swirskii), to 
prevent and control scales, thrips and several other kinds of orchid 
pests in the greenhouse. A small parasitoid wasp (Encarsia 
formosa) lays its eggs in whitefly larvae. Microorganisms (bacteria, 
viruses and mushrooms) are also introduced to contaminate and 
kill some harmful insects. When you look around the greenhouse 
you can see packets and small boxes hanging from the branches 
and granules dispersed on the leaves, in which biological weapons 
are contained and introduced to plants.  
 
Furthermore, on the Tropical Food 
Plants trail, I soon came across one 

of those small boxes and a packet near the first orchid, labelled 
Vanilla Pompona (Orchidacae), with the following explanation:  “Vanilla 
is the fruit of a climbing orchid native to American tropics. 
Madagascar and Indonesia are the main producers.  
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In both countries, pollination must be done by hand, because they do not have the hummingbirds 
and bees endemic to the Americas that normally pollinate the plants.” 
 

Let me add - for the benefit of those who 
would like to explore the Garden later on that 
there are ten greenhouses, and from Spring 
until the end of Fall, the Arboretum is filled 
with numerous flowers, trees and bushes from 
all horizons, including a First Nations Garden, 
a Chinese and a Japanese garden, etc. 

 
All orchid lovers whether they are professionals or not will find a bilingual treasure trove of 
information which should satisfy everybody. 
 
Here we are! An explosion of blooming orchids.  
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Novice Editor’s Corner 
 

Good Practices to Growing Healthy Orchids that Bloom Year After Year 
 
Now that you have carefully selected orchids that you want to grow, how do you tend to 
them so that they thrive in your environment? Here are a few pointers: 
 
1. Research:  There are many good websites that are freely accessible online that provide 

great details on culture of a specific orchid genera. For example, the American Orchid 
Society website (https://www.aos.org/orchids/culture-sheets/) and the Canadian Orchid 
Congress (www.canadianorchidcongress.ca) have culture sheets with details on basic care 
and culture of several types of orchids. You can also access archived Spike editions from 
our own Society that have a great wealth of information on culture conditions for many 
types of orchids. These details will give you information on the natural environment in 
which they grow that you may be able to mimic in your house to some extent. It is 
important to keep in mind that plants we buy from vendors in Canada or from overseas 
are grown in greenhouses and therefore, are already accustomed to growing in a 
simulated environment. 
 

2. Prepare culture notes:  Personally, I read a lot about the orchids that I grow but I often 
forget what I have read within a day or two of reading it. That is because I have over a 
hundred of them belonging to different genera, requiring all sorts of cultural conditions. 
Remembering all that information is quite challenging. So if you are in the same situation 
as I am, it is best to make a note of some important details. For example, temperature, 
humidity, watering frequency and light requirements can be recorded on a tag and 
inserted in the pot. It is also useful to record the date when the orchid was repotted. 
Most hobbyists and growers (small and big) maintain a detailed diary or an excel 
spreadsheet with all possible details including the date the plant was purchased, the 
vendor, and the price of the plant, along with a photograph of the plant upon arrival. 
Some even use apps specific to these uses.   

 
3. Group:  Group them by their cultural requirements. For example, Cattleyas and some 

Dendrobium types requiring high light can be placed together on the same shelf. However, 
even if belonging to the same genera, they all come in different heights. Dendrobium nobiles 
are tall and some Cattleyas requiring the same level of light can be short and small. I have 
this problem and I have simply sorted them according to their height and adjusted the 
height of the artificial lights accordingly and in other cases, I have used a small cardboard 
box or an empty pot as a pedestal to raise the height of the plant so they are at the 
optimal distance from lighting sitting next to tall plants.  

 
4. Find the right place:  If grown under artificial lights, they all can be arranged on a shelf, 

however, if grown on windowsills, most Phalaeonopsis are happy in a northwest window or 

https://www.aos.org/orchids/culture-sheets/
http://www.canadianorchidcongress.ca/
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east facing window and Cattleyas will appreciate south facing windows. Vandas demand 
very high light levels and when grown indoors, will require supplementation with 
aritificial lights. Apart from light, it is also important to note if an orchid requires a 
difference in day and night temperature to bloom. If so, it may be good to place them 
strategically on a shelf closer to the windows receiving enough light and warmth during 
the day and plus the benefit of cooling night temperatures near the windows. This small 
change in the day and night temperatures is good enough for some such as Oncidiums and 
Phalaenopsis to initiate spikes. For others such as Pleurothallids, you have heard from our 
Society’s expert Joyce Medcalf that those types do really well in a basement with single 
digit temperatures. For some others, such as Lycastes, our own Pat Boisvert showed us 
how he has successfully bloomed them with a south facing window in his house, which is 
usually maintained at 18°C. It is also important not to overcrowd the space and allow 
plenty of room for them to breathe. 

 
5. Establish a schedule:  My orchids are like me, they like routine and appreciate 

consistency or regularity in my tending to them. I follow a watering and fertilising 
routine. The frequency of watering depends on the type of orchid, the medium in which 
it is planted, and the type of the pot used. Plants potted in full moss require less frequent 
watering compared to those grown completely in bark. Most big growers plant orchids in 
a pot packed with moss, which saves them time and water. Similarly, plants growing in 
plastic pots with a drainage hole at the bottom require less watering compared to those 
grown in slotted plastic pots or terracotta pots. Some can tolerate draught and others not 
so much. But as a rule, no one likes wet feet even if they like the feeling of moisture 
around their roots. My orchids are grown in slotted plastic pots mainly in mixed 
bark/moss substrate. I water most of them once a week. My Bulbophyllum and Stanhopea 
apparently do not tolerate drying, and so they are watered twice a week. When you have 
one too many, it may become onerous to water them all on one single day. This is the 
case with mine and so I water my plants over a two-day period. I am not very fond of 
fertilising as the medium I use tends to accumulate salt. I fertilise bi-monthly or even less 
frequently for some.  

 
Repot only when necessary; watch out for signs of medium breaking down. For example, 
if you can crush the pieces of bark in your palm easily, that indicates a need for repotting. 
When moss gets really old, you can observe moss fragments falling off when you water. 
It also turns black and may even smell bad. Some repot their plants once every two years. 
Certain orchids really dislike being messed with. For those that dislike the change, repot 
only if absolutely necessary. Most repotting is done in early Spring when the plants are 
putting out new growths and roots. However, it is important to check the culture notes 
before doing so. Regardless, maintaining consistency in your care is always rewarded by 
consistent blooming. 
 

6. Special conditions:  Some like more humidity than others. Add humidity trays or 
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misters/foggers to the shelves to increase humidity around these plants. High humidity 
calls for good air movement. Add portable fans to the shelves. Some are seasonal 
growers; e.g., Catasetums enter dormancy after they have completed growth. Identify these 
and make sure to stop watering when they are in this inactive dormant phase and only 
start watering after the new roots have reached the bottom of the pot or are 4-6 inches 
long. For these plants, watering during dormancy results in pseudobulb rot. Some 
miniature orchids may require terrarium conditions. You can research DIY terrarium 
ideas that can be easily constructed at home. 
 

7. Be vigilant for pests:  All plants, orchids or others, are home to many pests and insects. 
Regardless of how careful one can be, it is normal to see these pests on our plants. So it 
is not something we can totally prevent but we can keep the problem under control by 
being vigilant. Again, establishing a routine helps. I usually inspect my plants in the 
morning when I am sipping my cup of tea and when I am watering them. This has 
allowed me to spot a problem as it is establishing and immediately act on it. Although I 
try not to use chemicals on my plants, I do spray home-made preventive insecticidal soap 
during winter. It helps. 

 
8. Be vigilant about plant’s health:  Watch out for signs of deteriorating plant health. 

Some plants do not do well with change in the environment or being repotted. Some do 
not like the new potting substrate. A healthy plant holds its leaves high up on its 
shoulder! Healthy leaves are green and firm to touch and healthy roots are firm and 
silvery with green tips (some orchids have black roots). Some signs of failing health are 
yellowing leaves, dehydration (leathery or limp leaves), and stalling of growth. It is 
important to not impulsively change the environment or pots or potting substrate the 
minute a leaf turns yellow. Plants do take a while to readjust but if it continues to 
deteriorate, then unpot it, examine it and take appropriate action. 

 
9. Be patient:  Orchids are slow growing plants and most bloom only once a year. If your 

plant was blooming in Spring when you purchased it, it may bloom at the same time 
again next year, if appropriate conditions were provided. It is common for a new orchid 
to skip its blooming cycle in the first year. Some seedlings take years to bloom. With the 
right knowledge, consistency, patience and love, you can grow and bloom any orchid you 
want. 
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Editor’s Wrap 
 
Welcome to the month of Pisces (water), the last constellation of the zodiac! It 
was this month last year, our confinement began. The world around us has 
drastically changed over the year. But unlike in March 2020, I welcome you all 
to this month of Pisces in 2021 with new-found optimism and hope. As bad as 
it has been, all sorts of vaccines are now available and it is only a matter of time 
before we all are vaccinated and are allowed to be our old social selves! 
Moreover, we change time on March 14th and Spring begins officially on March 
20th, so lots of excitement ahead!  
 

While the world around us went into dormancy, we as a Society remained engaged and active, 
thanks to the technological advances that keep us connected every month virtually. Although I 
hope that the scientific breakthroughs and political due diligence will prevent another pandemic 

from occurring in the future, I surely know (Pisces are psychic ) that if or when the world 
experiences another pandemic, the technology will have made teleportation possible. Then we 
would all be teleporting ourselves to the Tom Brown Arena with our blooming orchids! Imagine 
that virtual traffic of orchid growers in Ottawa on the third Sunday of the month! Would the virus 
also get teleported? Hope not! Well, let us all hope that we will have better uses for the 
teleportation technology. For now, we will continue as we have been via Zoom from the comfort 
of our homes and give thanks to our Zoom guru Jan Johns. 
 
How did you all like the tour of Medellin? After starting my journey as an orchid hobbyist, visiting 
these amazing lands, where orchids grow freely in nature, is one of the items on my bucket list! I 
hope I will get to visit at least a few of these places. Ah hah! I just found an exicitng use for 
teleportation! 
 
Our Program Chair Jean Hollebone has been working hard to bring us the best. Watch out for 
alerts on the upcoming speakers and presentations. The Virtual Show Table is gaining popularity 
with an increasing number of you submitting photos of your blooming plants, and an added 
incentive of a Photography Award has motivated some of us to try our luck with photography as 
well! Thanks to all of you for taking the time to submit those amazing photos. Keep them coming. 
Thanks to all of our judges who spend time judging our photos. 
 
Thanks to everyone who continues to contribute to Spike. Check out the new Acknowledgement 
section on the following page to see the names of our members who are active behind the scenes. 
 
See you all on the 21st! 

 

Sabina Gupta (Editor, Spike Newsletter) 
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