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FEBRUARY PROGRAM: PAPHIOPEDILUM
…THE ULTIMATE HOUSE PLANT
Our speaker, Terry Groszeibl, grew up in Southern
Ontario. After graduating with a diploma in
horticulture, he worked for Agriculture Canada as a
horticulturalist for 5 years. After that, Terry
became the head grower and production manager
for two large greenhouse operations in Ontario.
In 2005 Terry and his wife and business partner,
Charlotte Teggin, moved Forestview Gardens to
British Columbia where they put their many years of growing experience to
work. Forestview Gardens
specializes in Paphiopedilum and have one of the
largest selections of species and hybrids available in Canada. They also grow a
wide variety of other orchid genera including Cattleya, Dendrobium, Miltoniopsis, Bulbopyllum, Oncidium and Phalaenopsis.
Terry will be our guest vendor for this month. Pre-orders for plants are
welcome at http://www.fvgardens.com/

orchidae@storm.ca

ORCHIDS 101 with Marilyn Light: ORCHID CLINIC
janet.johns@sympatico.ca
Publicity
Karina Isert
613-729-0175
k.c.isert@gmail.com

Does my plant need repotting? Is there a pest? Is this leaf showing signs of
disease or is it just sunburn? These questions are just some that puzzle growers.
We will discuss orchid culture and solutions to many questions. Please bring
problem plants, each in a separate transparent plastic bag, for discussion during
the session. (handout on page 14)

haydonm@rogers.com
Joyce Medcalf
613-659-2760
jmedcalf@1000island.net
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President’s Message
Hi Everyone,
I hope you found the auction enjoyable and that you were able to pick up some
bargains. I now have enough pots to keep me happy for quite a while, and then
some! Thanks to everyone who made it possible, from our enthusiastic
auctioneer to the team who always keeps everything on track and who never
misses a detail.
For the March meeting, we will have a presentation by Terence Groszeibl from
Forestview Gardens in Abbotsford, BC. He specializes in paphs and he will be
bringing plants for sale at our meeting. You are encouraged to pre-order if
there are particular plants you are looking for – see details on page 1 in Spike.
The Show Committee is keeping very busy and I am happy to report that we now have a full slate of vendors
signed up - two more than last year, so we will have a full house! I am working on the floor plan to be sure
we can fit everyone in and it is starting to come together nicely. Our publicity team is focusing on full
coverage of traditional as well as electronic media, and if you have taken a look at our Facebook page
recently you will see a lot of activity there. This shows up on the website as well. I am hoping this will bring a
record number of people into the show, and our admissions team is getting prepared for a deluge! Please
make sure you sign up as a volunteer – as you know, we cannot put on the show without your help, and the
more you are involved the more fun you will have. Even if you can only manage an hour or two, every bit
helps!

Dave Cooper

See you at the March meeting.

SORTING OUT JAN AND JANET JOHNS!
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YOUR ORCHIDS ARE NEEDED FOR BOTH THE
MONTRÉAL SHOW AND THE QUÉBEC SHOW
Please take plants to Barbara Wysocka’s house:

32 Thornton Avenue, Ottawa ON

PREPARING PLANTS FOR A SHOW
Our exhibit co-ordinators really appreciate using your orchids
to present OOS exhibits at our neighbouring shows. Please
help them by preparing your plants for a show as follows.

(1 block South of Fifth Ave and almost 2 blocks West
of Bank Street)

1.

Put your name on the pot - on the back or underneath.

Phone: 613-712-0494 Email: ek345@ncf.ca

2.

Put your name and list of plants INSIDE the box AND
on the OUTSIDE of the box.

3.

Include the parentage of hybrids, if possible.

4.

Ensure the name on the plant tag is spelled correctly.

5.

Pack plants carefully so they are protected from wobbling & from the elements during transport.

6.

Stake for transport and for best display, as appropriate.

7.

Clean the foliage - use water or water with a little
milk. Never use plant shine products.

8.

Remove any damaged/old flowers and leaves.

9.

Check well for bugs!

MONTRÉAL: Orchidexpo 2017 March 24-25
•

By March 23 (or from the March Show Table)

•

Email Barbara with the orchid name and colour by
Tuesday March 21.

QUÉBEC: Orchidofolie 2017 April 8-9
•

By April 6

•

Email Barbara with the orchid name and colour by
Tuesday April 4.

Please prepare plants and label appropriately.
Barbara Wyscocka

UPCOMING EVENTS FOR THE OTTAWA ORCHID SOCIETY
SPACES STILL AVAILABLE ON THE BUS TO THE MONTREAL ORCHID SHOW MARCH 25, 2017
The OOS is subsidizing the cost of a bus to the Montreal Orchid Show for Saturday March 25. It will be an accessible
bus and there are spaces for 18 members at $25 per person. Members are responsible for the Show Entrance cost and
any meals. The bus will leave from two different locations in Ottawa at approximately 9:00-9:30 a.m. and return to the
same locations at the end of the day (around 8:30 pm). We have 13 members signed up already. Please bring your $25
to the March meeting (final call) to secure your place on the bus! Cheques should be made out to the Ottawa Orchid
Society. For more information, please contact Jan Johns at janet.johns@sympatico.ca (613-253-1996).

DINNER WITH THE PARTY GIRLS—NEW DATE APRIL 1 (March 11 date cancelled)
The party girls, Janet Johns and Helen Nitschkie, invite all OOS members and their partners to join them for dinner at
the Mandarin Buffet (290 West Hunt Club) on Saturday April 1 at 6:30 p.m. Cost is $31.99 with 20% off for seniors with
ID. This is an opportunity to get to know new and old members in a casual setting, exchange orchid tips and enjoy a
wonderful meal together. Please let Janet know by March 24. If you plan to attend. johnjns@sympatico.ca (613-7490614)

PROGRAM NOTES
April: No meeting…. Easter Weekend… and we are all preparing for the OOS Show April 22-23, 2017
May: Marilyn Light will discuss the “Secrets of our orchids”. Carlos Fighetti, who was our initial speaker, had to cancel
as our meeting is in conflict with the AOS Trustees and IPA meetings; we will try to re-book him at a later date.
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IN MEMORIAM: BRYAN R. HOLLEBONE
It is with regret that we announce the passing of Bryan Hollebone, husband of Jean Hollebone, Past President OOS - Vice President AOS, on March 4, 2017. Bryan retired from Carleton University as Professor of
Inorganic Chemistry and continued his research as Professor Emeritus working on waste-water treatment.
Bryan was a collector of early Canadian clocks and had a life-long association with scouting. He enjoyed
boating and canoeing and many summers at the Hollebone cottage. Bryan was a familiar face to our
members, often accompanying Jean at orchid events and willing to help out where needed. We extend our
heartfelt condolences to Jean and the family. A flower arrangement has been sent on behalf of the Ottawa
Orchid Society to Jean’s home.
Friends are invited for visitation at Tubman Funeral Home (Westboro Chapel) 403 Richmond Road, Ottawa,
for visitation on Monday, March 20 between 7 and 9 p.m. and on Tuesday, March 21 from 10 to 11 a.m.,
followed by the memorial service in the chapel at 11 a.m. For further information, contact Tubman Funeral
Home.

JUDGING CENTRES
The Toronto Judging Centre meets on the first Saturday of each month at the Toronto Botanical Gardens.
Judging starts at 1:00 p.m. Members are invited to attend.
The Judging Centre will meet at the orchid show in Montreal sponsored by “Les Orchidophiles de Montréal”
on March 25th at the CEGEP de Maisonneuve, 2700, av. Bourbonnière (corner Sherbrooke). The following
plants were awarded at the February meeting.

Dendrobium platygastrium ‘Künü’
CCM/AOS 84 points
Owner: Nicole Roy

Paphiopedilum Dreaming Mele
‘Suzanne’ AM/AOS 80 points
Owner: Yves Renaud
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OUT-OF-TOWN SHOW RESULTS
SOUTHERN ONTARIO ORCHID SOCIETY (Feb 11-12)
The dedicated team at SOOS put on their usual fabulous show. The OOS display won a 2 nd for a Society Display. Joyce
Medcalf’s Pleurothallis omoglossa ‘Hill Island’ CBR/CCM/CCE/AOS won the Mario Ferrusi Memorial Trophy. Awarded
orchids in the display are listed below. The photographs match the Photo # of each plant taken by Joyce Medcalf.
Thanks to Marcel Carrière, Jean Hollebone, Janet Johns Angèle Biljan, Bev Burtnyk, Helen Nitschkie and Joyce Medcalf
for kindly loaning plants for the Ottawa Orchid Society display at the Southern Ontario Orchid Society display. All photographs by Joyce Medcalf.

Grower

Award

Plant

Photo #

Bev Burtnyk

3rd

Jean
Hollebone

2nd

Helen
Nitschkie

1st
1st

Phalaenopsis Jiaho's Pink Girl
Phalaenopsis Fuller's Gold Stripe

Janet Johns

1st

Rhyncholaeliocattleya Paradise Ruby
‘Sweetie’ AM/AOS
Paphiopedilum Global Challenger

Joyce Medcalf

st

2nd

1

4

1 and
Mario Ferrusi
Memorial
Trophy for
Best
Pleurothallid

Phalaenopsis Kaoda Twinkle ‘Chocolate
Drop’
Rhyncholaelia digbyana ‘Mrs Chase’
AM/AOS

Pleurothallis omoglossa ‘Hill Island’
CBR/CCM/CCE/AOS

2

1
2
No picture

3
4
5
6

3

5

6
5

ORCHID SOCIETY OF THE ROYAL BOTANICAL GARDENS (Feb 25-26)
The OSRBG Show was well-organized and a delight to attend. Jean Hollebone was the lead for this event, with the assistance of
trainees Helen Nitschkie and Jan Johns. The OOS display won a 3rd for a Society Display. Thank you to all those who contributed
plants: Lyne Guimond and Santos Peixie, Masa Matsuo, Peter Mazerolle, Barbara Wysocka, Jan Johns, Angèle Biljan, Bev Burtnyk,
Helen Nitschkie, and Jean Hollebone. The awarded plants are listed below. (photographs by Jan Johns)
Grower
Masa Matsuo

Award
st

Plant

1 and Rosette for Best
in Class
1st

Cattleya Life's Melody

3rd
3rd

Cattleya Purple Splash 'SVO'x Blc William Farrell
'Native Son'
Paph Wossner Butterfly

1st

Phal No NameHome Depot

2nd

Phal Wiganiae (schilleriana x stuartiana)

Jan Johns

1st

Paph Magically Wood

Angèle Biljan

2nd

Leptotes bi-colour 4N

2nd

Dendrochilum curranii

2nd

Paph delanatii var album 'White Angel' x self

Peter Mazerolle

nd

Helen Nitschkie

Phal Tristar Snow Princess Tristar

2

Tsubotaara Melinda Marie ' Blue Fairy'

2nd

Phal K S Jadegreen ‘Kung Sir’

nd

Bev Burtnyk

2

Phal Kaoda Twinkle 'Chocolate Drop'

Lyne Guimond and Santos
Peixie
Jean Hollebone

3rd

Paph villosum

3rd

Phal Yu Pin Burgundy YPM 5037 AM/AOS

Below: The OOS Display at the OSRBG.
Below Right: Joyce Medcalf and her winning display at the OSRBG. The
rosettes are for Best Display by an Amateur and the Mario Ferussi Memorial
Award for Best Pleurothallid.
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OOS SHOW TABLE RESULTS FOR FEBRUARY 19, 2017
NAME

OWNER

1st

Cattleya Life's Melody

Masa Matsuo

PHOTO
#
1

2nd

Masa Matsuo

2

2nd

Cattleya Purple Splash 'SVO' x Rhyncholaeliocattleya
William Farrell 'Native Son'
Cattleya coccinea

Angèle Biljan

3

3rd

Rhyncholaelia digbyana

Angèle Biljan

4

1st

Paphiopedilum villosum

5

2nd

Paphiopedilum Dora Crawshaw

Lynne Guimond
& Santos Peixe
Lanny Morry

2nd

Paphiopedilum Wössner Butterfly

Masa Matsuo

7

3rd

Paphiopedilum delenatii f. album

Angèle Biljan

8

3rd

Paphiopedilum venustum

Angèle Biljan

9

Cymbidium Alliance

1st

Cymbidium Apples Green

Angèle Biljan

10

Judged by André Couture

2nd

Cymbidium Autumn Green

Rita Shand

11

Oncidium Alliance

1st

Oncidium Volcano Hula Halau 'Volcano Splendor'

Peter Mazerolle

12

Judged by Joyce Medcalf
Dendrobium Alliance

1st

Dendrobium Lai's Gold

Masa Matsuo

13

Judged by Joyce Medcalf

2nd

Bev Burtnyk

14

2nd

Dendrobium SOOS Celebrates 50 (Dendrobium aberrans
x Dendrobium Little Atro)
Dendrobium Little Atro

Cana Balay

15

3rd

Dendrobium Rainbow Dance 'Akuzukincha' HCC/AOS

Angèle Biljan

16

1st

Monique
Savard
Lanny Morry

17

2nd

Phalaenopsis Schilleriano-Stuartiana (Phalaenopsis
schilleriana x Phalaenopsis stuartiana)
Phalaenopsis Taisuco Pink Lady (Phalaenopsis Wedding
Promenade x Phalaenopsis amabilis)
Phalaenopsis No Name Hybrid

Peter Mazerolle

19

3rd

Phalaenopsis Sogo Allen 'Orange'

Rita Shand

20

1st

Miniature

1st

Gastrochilus retrocallus

Monique
Savard
Lynne Guimond
& Santos Peixe
Angèle Biljan

21

2nd

Perreiraara (Syn. Rhynchorides) Bangkok Sunset
(Vandachostylis Thai Noi x Aerides houlletiana)
Vanda Manuvadee

Judged by André Couture

2nd

Dendrobium lichenastrum

Angèle Biljan

24

Miscellaneous

1st

Tsubotaara Melinda Marie (Pabanisia Eva's Blue Amazon x Zygonisia Cynosure)

Angèle Biljan

25

Cattleya Life's Melody

Masa Matsuo

Cattleya Life's Melody

Masa Matsuo

CLASS JUDGED BY

PLACE

Cattleya Alliance
Judged by André Couture

Cypripedium Alliance
Paphiopedilum
Judged by Joyce Medcalf

Phalaenopsis
Judged by Joyce Medcalf

Vanda Alliance
Judged by Joyce Medcalf

Judged by André Couture
Best in Show
Judged by André Couture
& Joyce Medcalf
Member's Choice

2nd

6

18

22
23

Judged by Bev Burtnyk
Member's Choice: Ten flowers and 6 buds on 3 inflorescences on a healthy plant. Vibrant coloured flowers with a cinnamon fragrance. Foliage in good shape.
Photographs on following pages by Arlene Lang. Orchids can be identified according to the Photo # in the right hand column.
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Antoinette Brownell’s Dendrobium Roy
Tokunaga Dark Lip from the September
2014 OOS Membership Gift.

Left: Masa Matsuo and his Cattleya Life’s Melody (also above)
which won both Best in Show and Member’s Choice Awards. It
also won a first at the OSRBG Show and a Best in Class Rosette with
a paperweight embossed with a Cattleya flower.

Our judges,
Joyce Medcalf
(left) and André
Couture (right)
with head clerk,
Jean Hollebone
in both photos.
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ORCHIDOPHILIA 2017: SHOW NOTES
VOLUNTEERS STILL NEEDED
There are still empty spaces on the volunteer sheets! They will be available for
signing at the March meeting. If you would like to volunteer but can't make a
meeting...you can email (johnjns@sympatico.ca) or phone (613-749-0614). CoChair Janet Johns would be happy to add your name. Also, family members and
friends are most welcome to help out. This is your show. It will only be successful
if you volunteer your time.
Co Chair: Janet Johns

VENDORS LIST NOW POSTED
The list of vendors who are going to be at the show are now available at http://
www.ottawaorchidsociety.com/vendors2017.pdf

MEMBERS’ TABLE
If you have plants for sale at the Members’ Sale Table at our 2017 Show, please read the Guidelines for registration
and fill out this plant list Form before you bring them to the RA Centre. These documents are available on the OOS
website and linked to this page. Each plant must be well-rooted, healthy and have two (2) plastic tags; one with the
plant’s full name; the second, your name, the corresponding number from your plant list and the sale price. Because
the first question a buyer asks is, “What does it look like?” a small photo of the flower attached to the pot or to a tag
in the pot will help sell your plants. You can try Google for images and print a small picture.
The plants or other items for sale must be delivered with the plant list and tags to the sales table between 2:00 p.m.
and 8:00 p.m. on Friday, April 21, 2017.
Questions? Contact manongarrett@gmail.com or at 613-808-6581.

Manon Garrett

FRAGRANT ORCHID DISPLAY
Dear OOS Members,
Have you noticed that some of your orchids have wonderful perfume fragrances? Please take the time to give a sniff.
Some orchids are fragrant in the morning, and others later in the day or at night.
The scents vary a great deal. Some are sweet, floral, musky, and even ‘stinky’. No matter how your orchid smells, as
long as it does have a scent, please consider putting it in the Fragrance Exhibit at our upcoming annual show. The orchids in that category are not judged for appearance, but only for their scent (freshness, character, complexity and
intensity). They will be judged Friday evening, and then again on Saturday morning. The judges will be:
•

Ed Lawrence (formerly head of the Governor General’s Greenhouses and resident gardener on Radio Noon call
in show on Mondays, 12:30 – 1:00 p.m.), and

•

Mark Dabrowski (Floral designer for the Governor General’s Greenhouses).

You can submit your orchid to be judged in other categories simultaneously, as long as they are placed in the Fragrance Exhibit. This exhibit provides our visitors to the show with the educational opportunity to learn more about
orchids, so we hope you will help by putting your fragrant orchids in this exhibit.
Ann Smutylo
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ENTERING PLANTS IN THE OOS EXHIBIT AT THE SHOW
The OOS display is a key element of the Show. To provide a beautiful display, we need your blooming orchids to create the display. Please bring your plants to the RA Curling Arena on Friday April 21, 2017 from
2:00 p.m. until 6:00 p.m. We encourage members to bring plants as early as possible.
Please contact Bev Burtnyk at 613 739-1941 if you wish to drop off your plant on Thursday April 20, 2017.
Preparing your plants for the Show at home:
1.

Please check that your orchids are free of pests.

2.

Clean foliage using warm water mixed with milk, not a plant shine product. Wash the leaves, cut away
spent blooms and dead foliage. Stake the flower inflorescence to show off your blooms for the best
possible view.

3.

Label the plant pot with your name and phone number using masking tape. This is important to
prevent mix-ups and loss of plants.

Registering plants for the Show:
•

Take your plants directly to the OOS table which will be just inside the main arena entrance. The OOS
exhibit team of volunteers will register the plants for you.

•

Bring a list of your plants, printing the label name clearly. This will be appreciated by the OOS exhibit
team.

•

OOS registration closes promptly at 7 p.m. Plants will not be accepted after this time.

Note: The plants for Fragrance must be taken to Ann Smutylo at the fragrance exhibit where it will be
registered for fragrance and also for the class in which the plant belongs. Each fragrance class plant will
therefore have two tags.
At the end of the Show:
•

Please pick up your plant(s) promptly at 5:00 p.m. on Sunday April 23, 2017. Take down is fast and at
this point everyone is tired and wants to go home, so please pick up your plants as soon as possible.

•

Please initial the registration Master Sheet for the plants that you pick up.

Plants registered in the fragrance exhibit will be picked up at the fragrance booth. All others will be at the
OOS Display.
Once you get your plant home, please water and re-stake them as required. They might be thirsty after
the show.

Bev Burtnyk
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ROY JOHN’S TRAVELS 2: ORCHIDS IN MYANMAR
Stephanie and I visited the Republic of the Union of Myanmar this spring (not the orchid blooming season).
The country was formerly known as Burma, but in 1989 the ruling military dictatorship changed the English
names. The military junta was dissolved in 2011, and general elections were held. Since then the country
has been more open to tourists.
We started our trip on the freshwater Inle Lake. The people live in wood and woven bamboo houses on
stilts and most are fishermen and farmers. They create unique, floating fields using lake-bottom mud and
weeds anchored by bamboo poles to grow their hydroponic vegetables. Despite being by a lake, the surrounding lands were dry and unsuitable for wild orchids. However most of houses had balconies and many
were hung with commercial Dendrobium phalaenopsis hybrids.
We drove on the only new road to Mandalay to reach the Irrawaddy river. There was a bit more epiphytic
growth along the river bank, but still few orchids.

Then we headed to the highlands of Nat Ma Taung (formerly Mount Victoria). On the dry side of the mountain there were numerous rhododendron trees covered in blood red flowers (Rhododendron forrestii ?) in
amongst the pines. The shady side was covered in deciduous forest and there was a lot of epiphytic growth
on the big oaks. Many of these plants were orchids which were not in flower and looked like dendrobiums
or coelogynes to me. The orchid plants were huge, often extending more than a metre along a branch.
I approached a stall in a market packed with orchid plants for sale. The owner offered me three large
Pleione pseudobulbs for $1.50 - in Ottawa they would be $20-25 (Ooooh the temptation!).
Most of the lodges and large houses had orchid collections in their gardens. Many of them had a shade
house. The plants were in baskets or clay bowls filled with walnut-sized chunks of brick as can be seen in the
pictures below.

Right: A typical shade house
full of orchid plants

Left: Orchid seller’s stall

Right: Pleiones

Above: “Bottle Brush” orchid
flower for sale
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UPCOMING ORCHID SHOWS
Mar 18 - 19: London Orchid Society: 38th Annual Show and Sale, Mother Theresa Catholic Secondary School, 1065
Sunningdale Road East, London ON
Mar 25 - 26: La Société des Orchidophiles de Montréal: Orchidexpo 2017 at Collège de Maisonneuve, 2700 rue Bourbonnière, Montreal QC
Mar 25 - 26: Vancouver Orchid Society: The Annual Show will be held at the Van Dusen Botanical Garden, 5251 Oak
St., Vancouver BC
April 7 - 9: Orchid Society of Alberta: Orchid Fair Show & Sale, Enjoy Centre, 101 Riel Drive, St. Albert AB
Apr 8 - 9: Les Orchidophiles de Québec: Orchidofolie 2017, Pavillon Envirotron, Université Laval, 2480 Blvd. Hochelaga, Sainte Foy QC
Apr 21 - 23: Ottawa Orchid Society: Orchidophilia at the RA Centre, 2451 Riverside Drive, Ottawa ON
April 29 - 30: The Toronto Artistic Orchid Association Show: CICS (Centre for Information and Community Service),
2330 Midland Avenue, Scarborough ON (N.W. Of HWY 401/Midland)
Jun 3 - 4: Foothills Orchid Society: The 2017 Calgary Orchid Show at Triwood Community Centre, 2244 Chicoutimi
Drive N.W., Calgary AB

Upcoming AOS Webinars
•

Tuesday March 14 at 8:30 p.m. EDT Greenhouse Chat with Ron McHatton (general public)

•

Wednesday March 22 at 8:30 p.m. EDT My Favorite Curiosities with Ron McHatton (general public)

•

Wednesday April 5 at 8:30 p.m. EDT Virus Testing and Identification with Janet Lamborn (members
only)

•

Tuesday April 18 at 8:30 p.m. EDT Greenhouse Chat with Ron McHatton (general public)

Note: Webinars are recorded and available for viewing anytime after the event. Some are restricted to members only. To register, go to http://www.aos.org/orchids/webinars.aspx

AUCTION ACTION AT THE FEBRUARY MEETING: THANK YOU TO ALL OUR VOLUNTEERS

Doug Vye, our auctioneer, sings the praises of this delightful
orchid pillow displayed by Monique Savard. (photo by Arlene
Lang)

Femmy Mes and Diane Aubrey carefully record and
track the rapidly moving bids at the annual auction.
(photo by Arlene Lang)
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What is the problem and is there a solution?
© Marilyn H.S. Light
Orchids 101 – March 2017
Orchids will exhibit signs of distress when growing conditions are not ideal. If they are infrequently watered, and become too dry, they begin to shrivel. If they have been watered too frequently, roots may rot followed by shoot shrivelling because the roots are unable to absorb water. How to tell if the plant is too dry or has been too wet is really challenging to interpret by the inexperienced grower.
Some of the signs and possible reasons why your orchid is performing poorly include day/night temperature differential, temperature range, and the length of light/dark exposure (photoperiod) which all can impact flowering. Accordion
pleating of new leaves suggests a problem with watering but could also be attributed to unhealthy roots or to inappropriate growing humidity and temperature. Learning how to identify key events that may have led to plant distress including changes with fertilizing and watering frequency, day/night temperature, lighting, and repotting, is key to grower success.

The most frequent question I am asked is “Why does it not rebloom”.
Phalaenopsis need several weeks of cooler night temperature during September through November (16-18°C) to initiate blooming in the spring. Not all phals are similarly affected but it is useful to consider this technique to prompt
healthy, vigorously growing plants to flower.
Another question often posed concerns leaf symptoms including pale colour, streaking, cracks, spots, and gradual
loss of leaves.
Each of the symptoms may be attributed to one or more causes. Pale colour suggests nutritional imbalance, and cracks
are often related to irregular watering and growth spurts, while streaks and spots suggest diseases but this is not always the case.
When a plant seems to not be growing well, ask a knowledgeable grower about the possible reasons why. Sometimes
repotting is all that is needed, or a more/less frequent watering practice. Before a problem becomes a bigger problem,
ask for help!

MEMBERS’ CORNER
I encourage all of you to share what you do and what you have learned, anything orchid related directly to our new
members, by putting an article of interest in Spike or sending your pictures to Facebook (manon.garrett@gmail.com).
Please send me an email by the first of the month to share book reviews, article reviews, even webinar reviews. I look
forward to hearing from you at janet.johns@sympatico.ca.

EDITOR’S NOTE
I share with you our sympathies to Jean Hollebone and her family. Bryan was always an interesting and knowledgeable companion at orchid events. He will be very much missed.
Thank you to Joyce and Jean for contributing the information on our out-of-town results. Our show would not be in
good shape without all those who work behind the scenes—and contribute to this newsletter—many thanks. I very
much appreciated Roy John sending us his article on Myanmar for our readers with his pictures and encourage
members to follow his lead. There are lots of orchid stories out there. Many thanks to Joyce Medcalf for preparing the
Show Table results and always researching orchid names for this newsletter and to Arlene Lang for her exquisite photos. Arlene is currently away, so please forgive this newsletter editor for any slip-ups or misses this month.
Jan Johns
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