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S  P  I  K  E 

  

MARCH PROGRAM:  OUR ANNUAL AUCTION 

Yes, spring is coming and it is time to rejuvenate your orchid collection! This 

month will feature our annual auction. 

It is time to decide which orchids are doing well for you and which might prefer 

someone else’s environment to thrive. Make some room for new orchid delights 

by donating those that you want to share to the 2016 Auction Table. You may 

also donate orchid items that you are no longer using such as books, media, 

clean pots, lights and equipment. Please ensure that the latter are in working 

condition. 

The auction is also the time to acquire that orchid you always wanted or materi-

als pots or equipment you need. Bidding can be fast and furious… and always 

great fun. Join us for our annual fundraiser.  

There will be no ORCHIDS 101 this month. 

APRIL: NO MEETING AS WE ARE ALL AT THE OOS ORCHID SHOW 

MAY PROGRAM: Our speaker will be Calvin Wong from Tropical Gardens 

(Vancouver). Calvin is offering a 10% discount on all pre-orders; please use the 

coupon code QC2016; plants can be picked up at the meeting in May. Calvin will 

also accept e-mails. His web site is http://www.tgorchids.com/ 

MEMBERS: PLEASE NOTE THE CHANGE OF MAILING ADDRESS FOR THE         

OTTAWA ORCHID SOCIETY. 

March 2016 
www.ottawaorchidsociety.com 

orchidae@storm.ca 

jean@hollebone.ca 
 
Past President

jean@hollebone.ca 
 
Secretary 

613-722-6738
douglas.vye@sympatico.ca  

Cana Balay  613-523-6767 
canaby@gmail.com 

André Couture 613-233-7335 
andrec.couture@sympatico.ca 
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Publicity 
Karina Isert  613-729-0175 
k.c.isert@gmail.com 
 

haydonm@rogers.com 
 

Joyce Medcalf 613-659-2760 
jmedcalf@1000island.net  
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President’s Message      

Hi Everyone, 

In the February meeting we had a very interesting presentation about blue Phalaenopsis 

from David LaFarge. David covered the whole spectrum of blues including natural species 

and hybrids, and he rounded out his presentation with a discussion on genetic modifica-

tion and dyed plants. Thanks to David for coming all the way from France! 

This month we will have our annual auction when you have a chance to bring in any un-

wanted orchid plants or other related items. This is your opportunity to bid on whatever 

takes your fancy, and maybe even find that special something that you have been search-

ing for!  Our team of auction experts is standing by to organize your donations into man-

ageable lots, as well as keeping track of the winning bids. Rick Sobkowicz will be making a 

special guest appearance as our chief auctioneer, so don’t miss this chance to catch up with an old friend!  

This month is the last meeting before the show, which is only about a month away now so the Show Committee is in 

full swing! We have signed the contract with the RA Centre, and sent out all the invitations for exhibitors and vendors 

as well as our Art Gallery participants. Now we are waiting for confirmation to know exactly who will be coming. As 

always, remember that we need volunteers to run all the various functions at the show so PLEASE SIGN UP!  

Don’t forget that the Montreal society (La Société des Orchidophiles de Montréal) Show will be on March 19-20, and 

the Quebec City society (les Orchidophiles de Québec) is on April 9-10. We will be sending an OOS display to both so 

please encourage your orchids to bloom in time for these shows.  

Dave Cooper 
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ORCHIDS NEEDED FOR OUT-OF-TOWN SHOWS 

PREPARING PLANTS FOR A SHOW 

Our exhibit co-ordinators really appreciate using your 

orchids to present OOS exhibits at our neighbouring 

shows. Please help them by preparing your plants for a 

show as follows. 

1.Put your name on the pot - on the back or underneath.  

2.Put your name and list of plants INSIDE the box AND on 

the OUTSIDE of the box.  

3.Include the parentage of hybrids, if possible.  

4.Ensure the name on the plant tag is spelled correctly.  

5.Pack plants carefully so they are protected from wob-

bling & from the elements (IT’S WINTER) during 

transport.       

6.Stake for transport and for best display, as appropriate.  

7.Clean the foliage - use water or water with a little milk. 

Never use plant shine products.  

8.Remove any damaged/old flowers and leaves.  

9.Check well for bugs! 

PLANTS FOR ORCHIDEXPO 2016 LA SOCIÉTÉ DES ORCHI-
DOPHILES DE MONTRÉAL MARCH 19-20, 2016 
 
Plants for Orchidexpo should be dropped off at either  
 
West End: Rick Sobkowicz and Margaret Haydon's house,  
13 Sandringham Crt  
Nepean, ON K2J 2H9     
Phone 613-825-0827  
 
Or East End: Janet Johns’ house 
149 St. Laurent Blvd 
Ottawa, ON K1K 2Y6 
Phone 613-749-0614 
 
** by Thursday March 17 
 
** call Barbara Wysocka at 613-237-0494 (or email: 
ek345@ncf.ca) by Tuesday, March 15 with plant name and 
class number for pre-registration. 
**Please call Janet, Rick or Margaret to arrange a suitable 
time for drop off and pick up!  
 
Plants will be returned and ready for pick-up on Monday, 

March 21. 

REFLECTIONS FROM OUR FEBRUARY PROGRAM WITH DAVID LEFARGE:  

HUNT FOR THE BLUE PHALAENOPSIS 

David (picture right) delighted and intrigued us with his expertise, anecdotes 

and slide show on the quest for the blue phalaenopsis. Why is it so sought after? 

Blue is a rare, but sought after colour in the plant world. Phalaenopsis is a com-

mercial orchid variety for which there is currently no natural or hybrid true blue 

colour. There is a lot of monetary potential for such an orchid in both the mass 

market and the specialized orchid world. 

He illustrated that true blue is rare in the plant world. Many varieties are not so 

much a true blue, but a light purple or lavender. In the wild there are some ex-

amples such as the poppy, iris and forget-me-not. Horticulturalists have bred garden varieties to please those who 

want a blue palette in the garden such as the hydrangea, morning glory and clematis. 

True blue orchids include Australian and South African species: Thelymitra crinite, Disa bauril and gramnifolia, but 

these are extremely difficult to grow. Within orchids, ‘blue’ varieties are actually lavender – called ‘coerulea’ in Latin. 

These are highly regarded, rare and sell for a high price. Several different orchid species were shown including Vanda 

coerulea obtained by line breeding. Although there are no naturally blue phalaenopsis, there are some coerulean vari-
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BEGINNER’S WORKSHOP 3:  PREPARING ORCHIDS FOR A SHOW AND BUYING ORCHIDS 

Jean Hollebone opened her home and expertise to hold a third Beginner’s Workshop in March.  Cana Balay, Alice Lee, 

Maria Martins, Candida Quast and Tina Furano attended this very useful workshop.  Thanks for all your expertise, Jean. 

The secrets of good preparation from the beginning of flowering were outlined and the group learned how to clean 

and groom plants for a show.  Margaret Haydon and Marilyn Light prepared useful handouts for this. In addition, Mar-

garet prepared notes on What to Look for When Buying Orchids.  As the auction is this month, and the show with its 

many vendors is next month, it seems appropriate to share these tips with all our members. 

THINGS TO LOOK FOR WHEN BUYING ORCHIDS, prepared by Margaret Haydon Feb/Mar 2016 
 
The following are a few of my thoughts and observations about buying orchid plants. 
SEEDLINGS: 

1. Look for healthy leaves. Dark green colour may indicate the plants have been grown in relatively low light whereas 
light green leaves may indicate that they have been grown in bright light. 

2. Clear pots should reveal healthy roots (as opposed to dead roots). Root numbers vary among various orchid varie-
ties and the age of the seedlings. 

3. Look for fresh medium (indicates the seedlings have recently been repotted). 
4. Depending on the type of orchid there can be a huge range in sizes of plants and time to first bloom. 
5. Suggestion – buy several blooming or in bud healthy plants for immediate gratification and enjoyment. 
6. Then consider buying close to blooming plants so that one doesn’t have to wait too long for flowers. 
7. With more experience, knowledge and confidence, purchase small seedlings if you have the patience to nurture 

and repot several times over a period of years until the plants reach maturity and blooming size. 
8. Species seedlings will have flowers closest in appearance to their parents. Some species have very specific growing 

requirements whereas hybrids are more forgiving and may be easier to grow. 
9. Hybrid seedlings can have a huge range in flower appearance and color variation, depending on the differences 

between parents and their background crosses. For example, 6 seedlings of the same hybrid cross can all be ex-
pected to have different flowers. 

10. Researching natural environments of the parents (if species), reading, and talking to growers will assist you in 
providing the best growing environment for the various types of orchids. 

11. Growing and blooming orchids is a symphony of light, water quality and quantity, fertilizer, temperature, air move-
ment, potting mix, pot size, repotting frequency, flushing of pots, pest control and unique requirements such as 
extra calcium, dry periods, cooling periods, etc. 

eties that have been line bred including Phalaenopsis lowii, pulcherrima, equestris, bellina and violacaea. Hybrid varie-

ties have been attempted that include Phalaenopsis Siam Treasure (pulcherrima x lowii), Purple Gem (equestris x pul-

cherrima) and Kenneth Schubert (pulcherrima x violacaea) but these produce small flowers that are more lavender 

than blue. Breeding is a long process and sadly, when two coerulean varieties are crossed, the blue colour usually re-

verts to pink and few blue varieties are bred. 

In an effort to meet immediate market demand, the Dutch are taking standard white phals and injecting methylene 

blue dye into the influorescence which, of course, turns the flowers blue. This is a temporary chemical fix that may 

damage the plant. The Japanese, however, have identified the gene that produces the blue pigment in the plant Com-

melina communis which is commonly used as a lab plant. Using biotechnology, they have produced both a blue water-

melon and…a true blue GMO phalaenopsis now kept under lock and key. It remains to be seen when this orchid will 

come to market and what the future holds for GMO orchids. 

                Jan Johns 

REFLECTIONS ON THE FEBRUARY PROGRAM—DAVID LAFARGE (CONTINUED) 
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MATURE PLANTS: 

1. The basis for a good healthy plant is a good healthy root system. 
2. Look for healthy green leaves without pest damage (e.g., silvery underside of leaves due to sucking insects such 

as spider mites or thrips). Spider mites usually leave fine webs. 
3. Watch for white cottony mealy bug pests or evidence of brown or beige lumps on and/or under leaves indicating 

scale insect. Mobile young scale insects and mealy bugs like to congregate in flowers also. Avoid these plants like 
the plague! 

4. Some Phalaenopsis plants that have received a great deal of light may appear dark purple under the leaves which 
is normal. These plants may ooze a sticky sap from their leaves and this too is normal due to their increased me-
tabolism. 

5. A species of Phalaenopsis has silvery mottled leaves which are normal and quite attractive. This characteristic is 
often inherited even in hybrid crosses. 

6. Some Phalaenopsis have a cream to yellow picotee border around their leaves which is normal. 
7. A number of Paphiopedilum (Lady Slipper) orchids have light and dark green mottling of their leaves which is nor-

mal. Some varieties may have a normal dark purple coloration on the underside of leaves. 
8. Look for plants which have firm leaves as opposed to wilted leaves. Also look for new leaf growth (Phalaenopsis) 

and for new growth of plantlets at the base of mature growths (Paphiopedilums, Oncidiums, Dendrobiums, etc.) 
particularly in the spring. 

9. I like to purchase plants that have a few open flowers and more buds. This way I can see what the flowers look 
like and bloom them in my home and enjoy a longer floral display. DO NOT COLD or HEAT SHOCK plants on the 
way home nor expose them to drafts. The buds will blast – dry up and drop off before the flower has a chance to 
open. Orchids purchased in full bloom usually do not last as long as those you bloom in your own home. You 
don’t know how long the flowers have been open and a change in environment means flowers are often shorter 
lived. 

10.  Sometimes 1st bloom Paphiopedilums have abnormal or crippled flowers. I like to bloom them a 2nd and 3rd time 
and they can turn out to be beautiful. If I see crippled flowers on Phalaenopsis (probably mericloned), I bypass 
these plants because the deformed flowers are possibly due to a genetic mutation during the mericloning pro-
cesss. The plants will continue to produce deformed flowers. If the 2 petals of a Phalaenopsis consistently look 
like the lip, this is quite acceptable. These are called peloric forms. I find some to be more attractive than the non
-peloric flowers. 

11.  I have produced Phragmipedium flowers without petals if the buds were too warm near fluorescent lights. I have 
had the odd Paphiopedilum bloom without a pouch due to the plant being too warm. The plant was moved to a 
cooler location and the next bloom was normal (flowers with pouches). 

12.  ASSUME every plant that you purchase is carrying pests!! ALWAYS ISOLATE new purchases from your orchid col-
lection! WATCH carefully for crawlies, lumps, fuzzies, webs or specks that shouldn’t be on the plants. Remember 
that some eggs do not hatch for a long time. I have had success with Original Listerine plus a few drops of dish 
washing detergent to thoroughly spray plants. Spraying must be repeated a week to 2 weeks apart depending on 
the pest(s). Continue to watch and treat as required. 

13.  Do not hesitate to ask growers how to grow a particular type of orchid. 
14.  When plants are well grown with good root systems and ever enlarging leaf size you can expect to be rewarded 

with more floriferous plants and larger flowers! 
 
SINCERE BEST WISHES FOR SUCCESS with your new purchases and enjoy the flowers, new experiences, new friend-
ships and all the joys that come with growing orchids. 

              Margaret Haydon 

 

NOTE:  Janet Johns has informed us that the amazing medium ORCHIATA is now available in Canada. Up 
until now, it has only been available in the United States. For information go to the Just Moss Canada web-
site www.justmosscanada.ca. 

http://www.justmosscanada.ca/index.html
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SOUTHERN ONTARIO ORCHID SOCIETY ORCHID SHOW 

(pictures by Joyce Medcalf) 

Thanks to Janet Johns, Angele Biljan, Helen Nitschkie, Michael Barker, and 

Joyce Medcalf for generously loaning plants for the Southern Ontario Or-

chid Society (SOOS) show February 12-14. 

Your plants helped make a nice display for the Ottawa Orchid Society at 

this wonderful, very well organized, annual show.  

Our OOS  Exhibit (photograph to the right) won 3rd in Class  5 Diisplay. 

 

 

Grower Award Orchid Name (photograph number following) 

Michael Barker 1st
 

  
2nd

 

  

Dendrobium Vintner’s Reserve (Dendrobium Copper Queen x Dendrobium Takami 
Kodama) (1) 
Phalaenopsis Chian Xen Violin ‘CX313’ (Chian Xen Pearl x Yu Pin Burgundy) (2) 

Angèle Biljan 
  

  

  

  

2nd
 

 
 

3rd
 

3rd
 

3rd
 

3rd
 

Phalaenopsis Sogo White (Phalaenopsis Sogo Yukidian x Phalaenopsis Taisuco 
Windian) (3) 
Dendrochilum quadrilobum (4) 
Vandachostylis Lou Sneary ‘Bluebird’ (Vanda falcata x Rhynchostylis coelestis) 
Paphiopedilum insigne (5) 
Phalaenopsis no name (mini) hybrid (6) 

Janet Johns 
  

3rd
 

  
Angraecum Crestwood ‘Janet’ AM/AOS   (Angraecum Veitchii x Angraecum ses-
quipedale) (7) 
 

Joyce Medcalf 1st
 

Trophy – Best 
Pleurothallid 

Pleurothallis omoglossa ‘Hill Island’ CBR/CCM/CCE/AOS (8) 
  

Helen Nitschkie 2nd
 

2nd
 

  
  

Phalaenopsis Fuller’s Gold Stripes ‘Peloric’ (9) 
Rhyncholaeliocattleya Doctor Joe Walker ‘Carmela’ 
(Rhyncholaeliocattleya Fred Stewart x Rhyncholaeliocattleya Meditation) (10) 

(1) (2) (3) (4) (5) 
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(6) (7) 

(9) (10) 

Joyce Medcalf’s Pleurothallis omoglossa 'Hill 

Island' CBR/CCM/CCE/AOS was awarded the 

Trophy for Best Pleurothallid 

Awarded Orchids at 

the Southern Ontario 

Orchid Show 

ORCHID SHOW OF THE ROYAL BOTANICAL GARDENS 

The Orchid Show of the RBG was held Saturday and Sunday February 27-28. It was a well attended 

show with very high quality plants. Competition was high. We did very well as a Society, winning 

18 ribbons with 20 plants. Congratulations to Helgi Fatovic whose Maudiae and Cruciform paph 

hybrid won a first in its class and a Certificate of Cultural Merit from the AOS (CCM/AOS). With the 

award she may now name her grex for posterity. She has chosen to call it EISO, her maiden name. 

Also congratulations to Stephen Bolsco for winning the Catasetum, Cynoches, Mormodes and al-

lied genera, species and hybrids class with his beautiful Fredclarkeara SVO Black Pearl FCC/AOS. As 

well, Joyce Medcalf entered her own display and won 4 firsts, 2 seconds, 5 thirds and two best in 

class awards. I have a picture of the awards strung across the top of her display, very impressive. 

As most of these plants were on the Show Table in February or January I am not 

including photos of these. Thanks to everyone for 

the loan of these great plants. See the next page 

for show awards.  Jean Hollebone 

OOS Exhibit won 3rd in Visiting Society  Display  

Stephen Bolsco’s Fredclarkeara 

SVO Black Pearl FCC/AOS with 

its winning ribbons. 

Joyce Medcalf’s Exhibit with its string of 

ribbons. 

Helgi Fatovic’s 

Paphiopedilum 

Fairre Helen ‘EISO’  
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AWARDS FOR ORCHID SHOW OF THE ROYAL BOTANICAL GARDENS 

Grower Award Orchid Name 

Angèle Biljan 

  

3rd Paphiopedilum insigne 

Paphiopedilum Stella Scope 

Stephen Bolsco 1st 

2nd 

Fredclarkeara After Dark ‘SVO Black Pearl’ FCC/AOS 

Cynorkis guttata ‘Maddy’s Dandy Flower’ 

Marcel Carrière 2nd  Oncidium Sharry Baby 

Dirk DeSnayer 2nd  Oncostelopsis (Syn. Burrageara) Sunkissed ‘Buttercup’ 

Helgi Fatovic 1st 

  

Paphiopedilum Fairre Helen ‘EISO’ (Paphiopedilum fairrieanum x Paphiopedilum Pacific 
Shamrock) CCM/AOS 

Margaret Haydon 2nd 

3rd  

Phalaenopsis No Name (multifloral miniature) 

Phalaenopsis No Name (standard) 

Jean Hollebone 1st 

1st 

3rd  

Paphiopedilum villosum  

Phalaenopsis schilleriana  

Paphiopedilum Stella Scope 

David Kalb 1st 

3rd 

3rd 

3rd  

Cattleya coccinea 

Cattleya coccinea ‘Dagmar's Delight’ 

Masdevallia Adrian Kalb 

Dendrobium cuthbertsonii 

Maria Martens 3rd 

  

Dendrobium Hsinying Scarlet 

MONTREAL JUDGING CENTRE 

The Judging Centre will meet in conjunction with Les Orchidophiles de Montréal annual orchid show March 

19-20 at CÉGEP de Maisonneuve, 2700, av. Bourbonnière, Montréal, QC (Métro PIE IX)  

http://orchidophilesmontreal.ca/OrchidExpo-2016.php 

2014-5 DENDROBIUM SEEDLING PROJECT 

Last year each member chose one of four different dendrobium seedlings at the September meeting. Please 

keep your eyes on your plant's health and progress. If your plant is ready to bloom or blooming, please bring 

it to the Show Table and share your success with the society. We would love to see it and congratulate you 

on your success!!! (Jan Johns’ Roy Tokunaga has bloomed already, but there are more out there. Please 

bring them in.)                                                                                                                                          Jean Hollebone 

http://orchidophilesmontreal.ca/OrchidExpo-2016.php
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OOS SHOW TABLE FOR FEBRUARY 21, 2016 

CLASS JUDGED BY PLACE NAME OWNER PHO-
TO # 

Cattleya Alliance 

Judged by André Couture 

1st Cattleya June White Janet Johns 1 

2nd Caulocattleya Chantilly Lace 'Twinkle' HCC/AOS Peter Mazerolle 2 

3rd Rhyncholaeliocattleya Taichung Beauty Bev Burtnyk 3 

3rd Cattleya coccinea David Kalb 4 

Cypripedium Alliance 

Paphiopedilum 

Judged by André Couture 

1st Paphiopedilum Starring Venus Jean Hollebone 5 

2nd Paphiopedilum villosum Angèle Biljan 6 

3rd Paphiopedilum insigne Angèle Biljan 7 

Phragmipedium 

Judged by André Couture 

1st Phragmipedium Eric Young Lynne Guimond & 

Santos Peixe 

8 

Oncidium Alliance 

Judged by Joyce Medcalf 

1st Oncidium No Name Hybrid France Tremblay 9 

2nd Oncostelopsis (Syn. Burrageara) Sunkissed 
'Buttercup' 

Dirk de Snayer 10 

3rd Oncidium No Name Hybrid Angèle Biljan 11 

3rd Miltonia Reno? Beth Thompson 12 

3rd Brassidium (Syn. Bakerara) Everglades Hunter 
'Swamp Buggy' HCC/AOS 

Bev Burtnyk 13 

HN Psychopsis papilio Evan Ouellette 14 

Dendrobium Alliance 

Judged by Joyce Medcalf 

1st Dendrobium Hsinying Scarlet Maria Martins 15 

2nd Dendrobium Roy Tokunaga Jan Johns 16 

2nd Dendrobium Perfume Angèle Biljan 17 

2nd Dendrobium Miva Abracadabra (Dendrobium atrovi-
olaceum x Dendrobium polysema) 

Evan Ouellette 18 

3rd Dendrobium kingianum Angèle Biljan 19 

Phalaenopsis Alliance 

Judged by David Lafarge 

1st Phalaenopsis No Name Hybrid Henriette Watkins 20 

2nd Phalaenopsis No Name Hybrid Helgi Fatovic 21 

3rd Phalaenopsis No Name Hybrid Beth Thompson 22 

HM Phalaenopsis Memoria Audrey Meldman 
'Mendenhall' 

Helen Nitschkie 23 

Vanda Alliance 

Judged by David Lafarge 

1st Ascocentrum ampullaceum Beth Thompson 24 

2nd Renanthera monachica Angèle Biljan 25 

Lycaste 

Judged by André Couture 

1st Lycaste Always x Self Lynne Guimond & 

Santos Peixe 

26 

2nd Lycaste Cherish x Lycaste Emotion? Lynne Guimond & 

Santos Peixe 

27 

3rd Lycaste Hamana Wine Mt. Vernon AM/AOS Maria Martins 28 

Miniature 

Judged by Joyce Medcalf 

1st Oberonia recurva Angèle Biljan 29 

2nd Phalaenopsis No Name Hybrid Beth Thompson 30 

2nd Tolumnia variegata David Kalb 31 

3rd Leptotes bicolor Angèle Biljan 32 
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CLASS JUDGED BY PLACE NAME OWNER PHOTO 
# 

Miscellaneous 

Judged by André Couture 

1st Fredclarkeara After Dark 'SVO Black Pearl' FCC/AOS Stephen Bolcso 33 

2nd Epidendrum centropetalum Stephen Bolcso 34 

3rd Cynorkis angustipetala Stephen Bolcso 35 

Best in Show 

Judged by André Couture, 
David Lafarge & Joyce Med-
calf 

  Cattleya June White Janet Johns   

Member's Choice 

Judged by Helen Nitschkie 

  Cattleya June White Janet Johns   

Member's Choice:  “Lots of flowers, and I love white Cattleyas!” 

? Question validity of name. 

Photographs by Arlene Lang.  Photos labeled by number (far right column) following. 

OOS SHOW TABLE FOR FEBRUARY 21, 2016 (continued) 

1 2 3 

4 5 6 7 

8 9 10 11 
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André Couture, Judge, announces the winners in the Lycaste Class while Jean 

Hollebone, Head Clerk, assists. 

Joyce Medcalf, Judge, announces the winners in the Oncidium  

Alliance Class. 

12 13 14 15 

16 17 18 19 

20 21 22 23 
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Above:  Marlene Young shows off an Orchid-Gami 

model of Cypripedium reginae, a Showy Lady’s Slipper 

prepared by our speaker, David Lafarge. 

Left:  Janet Johns with her spectacular, fragrant Cattle-

ya June White which was awarded both Best in Show 

and Member’s Choice. 

24 25 26 27 

28 29 30 31 

32 33 34 35 
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IT’S NEARLY SHOW TIME!  

The Show Committee is very busy preparing for our upcoming Show in April. All the information is 

now in the website, including posters, bookmarks, registration information, Show Schedule and so 

on. The Publicity Committee has produced a very thorough, detailed plan of campaign and we will be 

rolling out advertising, invitations and information in all kinds of media including the latest digital 

formats. This year our policy is “Leave no stone unturned” and let’s hope it brings in the crowds! In-

vitations have been sent out to potential participants, including a number of vendors from overseas 

who have not been to our show before.  All we need now are people to sign up as vendors and ex-

hibitors, and I am sure these will start rolling in very soon.  

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED 

As usual, we will be needing volunteers to help with the various functions in the Show. We will have the sign-up 

sheets at our March meeting, so please take the time to check where you can best help out. Don't forget that all vol-

unteers get free admission to the Show. There is a wide range of things you can do, depending on your interests and 

skills. For most of the positions you do NOT have to be an expert on orchids, although of course some of the positions 

do require a good knowledge of orchids and how to grow them. If you are a beginner you could help with Hospitality, 

Setup, Admission, Visitor Services, the Art Gallery or the Draw, none of which need any knowledge of plants. These 

positions are also suitable for non-members of the OOS, maybe your friends, family or co-workers. If you have a basic 

knowledge of orchids you could help with Membership, Plant Hotel, Fragrance or the Members’ Sale table. If you have 

been into orchids for a while you could perhaps volunteer as a Judging Clerk, help with setting up the OOS Exhibit, or 

take a shift at the Orchid Care desk. Even if you can only spare an hour or two we need your help! The Show runs en-

tirely on volunteers and we want to share the load as much as we can. And of course, the more involved you are the 

more fun it is and the more you get out of it.   

             Dave Cooper and Janet Johns 

MEMBERS’ SALE TABLE 

With the Orchid Show at the RA Centre a little more than one month away, it's time to think about which orchids you 

are going to sell at the Members' Sale Table. Here's your chance to make room for new purchases that you will, no 

doubt, be making at the show.  

If you have plants for sale at the Members’ Sale Table at our 2016 Show, please read the Guidelines for registration 

and fill out the Form for the Sale of Members’ Plants before you bring them to the RA Centre. These forms are availa-

ble on the OOS website under Orchid Show 2016. Each plant must have two (2) plastic tags; one tag must have the 

plant’s full name; the second, the owner’s name, the number on the plant list and the price.  

Because the first question a buyer asks is, “What does it look like?” a small photo of the flower attached to the pot or 

to a tag in the pot will help sell your plants. You can try Google images to find and print a small picture.  

The plants or other items for sale must be delivered with the plant list to the sales table between 2:00 p.m. and 8:00 

p.m. on Friday, April 15, 2016. Questions? Contact Marybeth Thompson by email at mptthompson8@gmail.com or by 

phone at 613-722-1907. 

              Marybeth Thompson 

 

http://www.ottawaorchidsociety.com/2010show.html
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WE NEED YOUR BLOOMING ORCHIDS FOR THE OOS EXHIBIT 

Entering Orchid Plants in the OOS Exhibit at the Show and/or the Fragrance Exhibit 

 

The OOS display is a key element of the Show. To provide a beautiful 
display, we need your blooming orchids for the display.  

Please bring your plants to the RA Centre on Riverside Dr. on Friday 
April 15th before 6:30 p.m. as registration closes at 7:00 p.m. We 
encourage members to bring plants early in the afternoon, any 
time after 2:00 p.m. 

Preparing your Orchids for the Show: 

 Please check that your orchids are free of pests. 

 Clean foliage, wash leaves, cut away dead leaves and spent 
blooms. 

 Stake flower inflorescences to show off your blooms to the best 
possible view. 

 Label the pot using masking tape, with your name and phone num-
ber for identification. This is important to prevent loss and mix-ups. 

Registering your Orchids for the OOS Exhibit: 

 Take your plants directly to the OOS table which will be just inside the main entrance to the Show. You no longer 
have to register your plants. The OOS exhibit team of volunteers will do this for you.  

 Bring a list of your plants, printing the label name clearly. This will be appreciated by the OOS exhibit team.  

 OOS registration closes promptly at 7 p.m. Plants will not be accepted after this time. 

 

Please notify Bev Burtnyk at 613-739-1941, if you wish to drop off plants on Thursday April 14th or can’t arrive by 
7:00 p.m. Friday April 15th and wish to have your plants registered for the show. 

 

NOTE: When you bring your plants, please indicate if you want them registered in class 405 Fragrance. The plants for 
Fragrance must be taken to Ann Smutylo at the Fragrance Exhibit. There it will be registered for fragrance and also 
for the class in which the plant belongs. Each fragrance class plant will have two tags. 

 

The show closes at 5:00 p.m. Sunday April 17th: 

 

 Please pick up your plants promptly at 5:00 pm on Sunday. Plants registered in Fragrance will be picked up at 
the Fragrance Exhibit. All others will be at the OOS Exhibit. Take down is fast and at this point everyone is tired 
and wants to go home, so please pick up promptly.  

 Please make sure to sign the check-off sheet for each plant that belong to yourself or if you are picking up for 
another Member. 

 Water your orchids well when you get home and re-stake them as required. 

              Bev Burtnyk 

OOS Exhibit at 2015 OOS Show  

Photo by Arlene Lang 
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MEMBER’S CORNER: TIPS, TRICKS AND IDEAS 

Thank you to Margaret Haydon for Things to Look for when Buying Orchids and to Janet Johns for the infor-
mation on Orchiata. Look forward to some excellent articles in future Spike on rooting found by Jean Hol-
lebone. I encourage all of you to share what you do and what you have learned, anything orchid related. 
Please send me an email by the first of the month and share with your fellow members. I look forward to 
hearing from you at janet.johns@sympatico.ca (despite the email address, I am Jan, not “the” Janet!). 

Canadian Orchid Congress (COC) Updates 

 

You should have received your COC March newsletter by email from Cana Balay. Please note the following: 

 

 The Annual General Meeting (AGM) of the COC will be held on Saturday, June 11, 2016 electronically using Go To 

Meeting this year. This means that COC representatives will not have to travel to attend.  

 The COC is looking for a webmaster and a newsletter editor as Jerry Bolce retires after 17 years with the COC. We 

wish him a happy retirement and thank him for his many hours and years of service. 

 Travel grant applications to societies of $200 are available. The deadline for application is June 1, 2016. Infor-

mation about the travel grants is available on the COC website. 

 COC Webinar Series: The wonderful presentation by David Lafarge has been recorded in a webinar in both English 

and French. Many different webinars are in the works to appeal to beginners, experts and everything in-between. 

These webinars are being made available to member societies to use at meetings. If you think our society could 

benefit from a particular speaker or topic, contact Marlene Young at firstvp@CanadianOrchidCongress.ca  

 Marlene Young has posted tips on how to use Facebook to network/advertise with like-minded vendors and retail 

outlets. 

American Orchid Society (AOS) Updates 

 

 New Resource: The new Guide to a Successful Orchid Show which was developed by Edna K. Hamilton, Past Presi-
dent of St. Croix Orchid Society and AOS Affiliated Societies Committee Member. It’s full of information and de-
signed to aid in planning and executing a beautiful, organized and successful event. 

 The March issue of Orchids Magazine will feature great articles and beautiful pictures on: 

 Genus of the Month: Cypripedium 

 Growing Cypripediums in raised beds 

 First Ladies and Their Cattleyas 

 Potting in Tree Fern Baskets 

 Upcoming Webinars: American Orchid Society Registration page 

 Growing Under Lights Tuesday, March 29, 2016 at 8:30-9:30 p.m. EDT Free for Everyone Join author Steven 
Frowine to find out how to grow orchids with modest light requirements under artificial lights. He will focus 
on newer fluorescent lights. Phalaenopsis (Moth Orchids), slipper orchids, and most miniature orchids grow 
well under lights. Steve has been growing under lights for over 50 Years. 

 Greenhouse Chat with Ron McHatton Thursday, April 7, 2016; 8:30 p.m. EDT Free for Everyone 

 Paphiopedilum fairrieanum Wednesday, April 20, 2016; 8:30 p.m. EDT Members Only Join Theresa Hill, 
Owner of Hillsview Gardens in Oregon, as she talks about the history and breeding trends of this delightful 

http://canadianorchidcongress.ca/coctravel/
mailto:firstvp@CanadianOrchidCongress.ca
http://www.aos.org/images/img_content/PDFs/Guide%20to%20a%20Sucessful%20Orchid%20Show.pdf
https://www.aos.org/Default.aspx?id=509
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UPCOMING SHOWS (compiled from COC website) 

Mar 19 - 20: La Société des Orchidophiles de Montréal: Orchidexpo 2016 at Collège de Maisonneuve, 2700, rue   

Bourbonnière, Montréal QC 

Mar 17 - 20: The Manitoba Orchid Society: Annual Show and Sale at the Assiniboine Park Conservatory 

Mar 26 - 27: The Vancouver Orchid Society: Annual Show at the Van Dusen Botanical Garden, 5251 Oak St., Vancou-

ver BC 

Apr 1 - 3: Orchid Society of Alberta: The Annual Show and Sale, Orchid Fair, will take place at Hole’s Enjoy Centre, 

101 Riel Drive, St. Albert AB 

Apr 9 - 10: The Toronto Artistic Orchid Association Show: CICS (Centre for Information and Community Service), 

2330 Midland Avenue, Scarborough ON (N.W. Of HWY 401/Midland) 

Apr 9 - 10: Les Orchidophiles de Québec: Pavillon Envirotron, Université Laval, 2480 Blvd. Hochelaga, Sainte Foy QC 

Apr 16 - 17: The Ottawa Orchid Society: 35th Annual Orchid Show and Sale: RA Centre, Riverside Drive, Ottawa ON 

(CHANGE OF LOCATION). 

Apr 30 - May 1: The Regina Orchid Society: Orchid Show at Telepioneer Activity Center (TPAC) 2106 1st Avenue, Regi-

na SK  

May 28 - 29: The Foothills Orchid Society: Orchid Show and Sale, Orchids for Everyone, at the Triwood Community 

Centre, 2244 Chicoutimi Drive NW, Calgary AB 

Jun 3 - 4: Bruce Peninsula Orchid Festival at the Parks Canada Visitor Centre at the Bruce Peninsula. Schedule and 

Registration at www.orchidfest.ca 

Aug 7: SOOS Summerfest at the Toronto Botanical Gardens, Lawrence Avenue East at Leslie Street, Toronto ON  

Aug 10 - 18: The Orchid Species Preservation Foundation of Alberta is celebrating the 25th Anniversary of the 

Founding of the OSPF at the City Hall, Edmonton AB 

Sep 24 - 25: The Central Ontario Orchid Society: Orchid Show at Cambridge Hespeler Arena, 640 Ellis Road, Cam-

bridge ON 

Oct 1 - 2: The Orchid Species Preservation Foundation of Alberta is having its third annual orchid exhibit and semi-

nar from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m., Salisbury Greenhouse, 52337 Range Rd 232, Sherwood Park AB  

Oct 15 - 16: Eastern Canada Orchid Society: Orchid Show at the CÉGEP André-Laurendeau, 1111, rue Lapierre, Lasalle 

QC  

EDITOR’S NOTE 

Thank you to all those who have contributed to this newsletter. So many of you are working hard to make our Show a 

success. Both Joyce Medcalf and Jean Hollebone provided results and pictures from our out-of-town shows. This 

month Spike is a long one! We are a busy society. Many thanks to Joyce Medcalf for organizing and checking names 

(especially at the last minute) and to Arlene Lang for her amazing pictures and her dedication to proof-reading and 

checking layout for Spike… and a special mention to Cana Balay who always lets you know when Spike is available. This 

is a group effort for sure.                                                      Jan Johns 

http://www.vancouverorchidsociety.ca/
http://www.taoa.info/
http://www.orchidophilesdequebec.ca/
http://www.ottawaorchidsociety.com/
http://www.orchidspecies.ca/
http://www.orchidspecies.ca/

