Newsletter of the Ottawa Orchid Society
www.ottawaorchidsociety.com
Board of Directors

March 2012

Interim President
Jean Hollebone
613-226-2395
jhollebone@sympatico.ca

Vice President
Vacant

Sunday, March 18, 2012 @ 1:30 p.m.
Tom Brown Arena, 141 Bayview, Ottawa

Secretary / Treasurer
Janet Johns
613-749-0614
johnjns@sympatico.ca

Membership
Marie Gauthier
613-261-8370
m-a-gdesign@sympatico.ca

Program
André Couture
613-233-7335
andrec.couture@sympatico.ca

Librarian
Evan Ouellette
613-232-0986
evan.ouell@gmail.com

Show Chairman / Webmaster
David Cooper
orchidae@storm.ca

613-256-2853

Past President / Newsletter Editor
Rick Sobkowicz
613-825-0827
ricksobkowicz@rogers.com

Topic: Marlene Young – Trip to Singapore for World Orchid Conference
(WOC) and Side Trip to China
Our speaker this month is Marlene Young, a member of the Ottawa Orchid
Society and Student American Orchid Society (AOS) Judge. Marlene will be
giving an informative overview of her impressions and experience this
November past at the World Orchid Conference in Singapore where she was
engaged as a steward of the judging team for displays. Following this
conference, Marlene and a number of other Canadian orchid aficionados took
a side trip through China before returning home. Marlene’s presentation should
be of interest to orchid growers and folks interested in the culture and sights of
Singapore and China.
(Above photos: From left, hallway to the show entrance; on entering the show,
visitors were greeted by the display (two views) erected by the Orchid Society
of Papua New Guinea which was judged as Reserve Champion Display and
awarded the Best 100 sq metre Landscape Trophy; and, Grand Champion
Display erected by the Chaiwathana Orchid Garden, Thailand.)
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Orchids 101 session at 12:30 pm sharp. Topic: Bringing a new
orchid home.

613-237-0494

Don’t forget to bring your blooming orchids
to our monthly show table.

COC Representative
Joyce Medcalf
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Mailing address
Ottawa Orchid Society
13 Sandringham Court,
Ottawa, Ontario,
Canada K2J 2H9

The Ottawa Orchid Society meets every third Sunday of
every month from September to May inclusive
at 1:30 P.M. at the Tom Brown Arena, 141 Bayview, Ottawa.
Guests are welcome.
MEMBERSHIP: $25 from September 1 - August 31.

EDITOR’S NOTE
The February meeting was a lot of fun with a beautiful show table
followed by a great auction. We had a lot of wonderful donations
and things were eagerly and quickly snapped up by our successful
bidders. By the time all the dust settled, we were delighted to have
raised $1,165.00! (We raised $1,174.00 last year.) So thank you
everyone, from those who donated items, to our bidders, and the
wonderful auction team that did a fantastic job organizing
everything and makings things run so smoothly and quickly.
On the left is a photo of a part of our auction team: Nancy Beaudry,
our auctioneers Marilyn Light and Rick Sobkowicz, our “chef
d'équipe”, Diane Aubry who coordinated the auction, and our
Society treasurer, Janet Johns. Missing from the photo are Femmy
Mes and Marie-Anne Délye-Payette who had to leave immediately after the end of the auction because of other
commitments. Thank you, ladies, for a great job. It is a lot of fun doing the auction with you!
We would also like to say a big thank you for the delicious homemade cookies brought in by Henriette Watkins and
Janet Duffield and Glen Hansen who looked after our hospitality corner.
Here are a few other pictures of our February auction (photos taken by Arlene Lang):

Part of the money raised at this auction will be donated to the American Orchid Society (AOS) judging centers in
Montreal and Toronto. However, a large part of the money raised is being used to cover the purchase of a new
multimedia projector as the Society projector was stolen from a member’s vehicle last fall.
We are just a month away from our annual show at the Nepean Sportsplex. If you haven’t done so already and are
thinking of exhibiting either in our orchid society display area or in the Art Galleria, please be sure to register. The
applicable forms, show schedule, and other information on our show may be found on our society web site
(www.ottawaorchidsociety.com) or by clicking on http://www.ottawaorchidsociety.com/show_2010.html. The
registration forms for exhibiting and for sale tables were also posted in last month’s newsletter.
Every year we look for volunteers to help with our show. At the March meeting, we will be describing some of the
things done by volunteers and there will be a sign up sheet for folks wishing to help. If you can’t make it to this
Sunday’s meeting and would like to help at the show, you can either contact our Show Chairpersons, Dave Cooper
or Barbara Wysocka or the applicable Show Committee Head (see Spike January 2012, page 10).

Rick Sobkowicz,
Spike Editor and Past President
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SOCIETY LIBRARY
Storage of our Society library continues to be a problem. We have made announcements at monthly
meetings and in Spike for a volunteer who would be willing to store our Society library in their home or
some other safe and secure place where books and periodicals would not get damaged. No one has stepped
forward. Board members looked into the possibility of renting storage space. Costs are very variable. One option for
storage would be with the City of Ottawa at a cost of $288 per annum. We believe this may be the cheapest rate in
town. A storage locker with a storage company costs considerably more. A number of Board members do not feel
that spending such money would be a prudent use of Society funds, particularly when we analyze library usage.
Years ago and before the internet, the library served as a primary and important source of information to Society
members. The internet has radically changed how and where we go for information. The information to be found on
the internet has grown exponentially. Information is just keystrokes away and oftentimes more current than what
may be found in books. Looking for information on how to repot an orchid, how to divide an orchid, or how to grow
an orchid? Just “Google” what you are looking for and you get pages and pages of links. What is even more
incredible is that a lot of the stuff formerly only available in print is now available in video format on YouTube
(http://www.youtube.com) where you can view a video clip on what you are seeking! Even AOS orchid judging has
changed for the better with the different digital orchid data bases available and in widespread use. This has
rendered many of our library references obsolete.
What do we do with what we have in our library? One proposal made is that we sell what books we have at our
monthly meetings. This can be done as a silent auction where interested buyers write their name and what they
want to pay on a bid sheet and, at the end of a designated time period, the item is sold to the highest bidder. Money
raised from such sales would be put back into the Society to support other activities of interest to members.
We welcome your views and suggestions. If you are interested to know what we have in the Society library, the
information is on our website under the tab “Society Info” or click on http://www.ottawaorchidsociety.com/library.html

PLANTS WANTED FOR MONTREAL ORCHID SHOW
th

th

The orchid show in Montreal is this coming March 24 -25 just days after our March monthly meeting. The
Ottawa Orchid Society will be erecting a Society exhibit. Barbara Wysocka has volunteered to set up the
display. She will require blooming orchids from members. You can bring your plant for Barbara this coming Sunday
as she will be at the meeting or you can drop off your blooming orchid(s) at Barbara’s home. Her address is #2-32
Thornton Avenue, Ottawa (which is 1 block south of Fifth Avenue and almost 2 blocks west of Bank Street. As
Barbara works during the day, the best time for drop offs is after 6:30 pm on week nights (Monday to Thursday) and
this weekend. Call ahead that you are coming to make sure Barbara will be at home when you arrive. Her phone
number is 613-237-0494. Her e-mail address is ek345@ncf.ca . People living in the east end can drop plants off with
Janet Johns and in the west end with Margaret Haydon and Rick Sobkowicz. Their addresses are:
Janet Johns,
149 St. Laurent Blvd.,
Ottawa, ON K1K 2Y6
613-749-0614
E-mail: johnjns@sympatico.ca

Margaret Haydon & Rick Sobkowicz,
13 Sandringham Court,
Ottawa (Barrhaven), ON K2J 2H9
613-825-0827
ricksobkowicz@rogers.com

Plants for drop off at Janet’s home or at Margaret & Rick’s home may be dropped off on Thursday, March
nd
22 . PLEASE CALL RICK OR MARGARET OR JANET TO ARRANGE SUITABLE TIME WHEN THEY WILL BE
HOME TO DROP OFF YOUR PLANT(S).
If you have plants for the display, please do the following things:
1- Put your name on the pot (on the side or underneath the pot).
2- Put your name and list of plants INSIDE the box AND on the OUTSIDE of the box
3- Include the parentage of hybrids, if known.
4- Please ensure the name on the plant tag is spelled correctly
5- Pack plants carefully so they are protected from wobbling & from the elements during transport. Stake for
transport and for best display, as appropriate.
6- Please, please no extraneous decorative pots! (Barbara will not use them and does not want to lose them.)
7- Clean the foliage - use water or water with a little milk. Never use plant shine products
8- Remove any damaged/old flowers and leaves
9- Check well for bugs!
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OOS Show Table for FEBRUARY 19, 2012
We tried a different format for judging the show table in February. The team of André Couture, Sue Bowering,
Manfred Hey, Joyce Medcalf, led by Marilyn Light, judged the show table together. Plants were awarded on the
basis of culture, floriferousness, specimen sized plant and/or rarity. We will return to our former judging format
beginning with the March meeting.
ALLIANCE
Cattleya
Paphiopedilum

Phragmipedium
Vandaceous
Doritaenopsis
Cymbidium

Dendrobium
Oncidium

FEATURE
Culture,
Specimen size
Colour, form

Culture,
markings on
dorsal sepal
Size of flowerlarge
Elegant
presentation
Rarely seen by
us, unique
Culture
Colour of dark
burgundy
column
Form
Impact
Colour

Miscellaneous/B
ulbophyllum
Pleurothallis
Lycaste
Best of Show

Bright colour
Culture,
floriferousness
Culture

NAME
Cattleya percivaliana 'Summit' FCC/AOS

OWNER
Manfred Hey

Paphiopedilum Hilo Lagoon
(Paphiopedilum William Mathews x
Paphiopedilum Raisin Pie)
Paphiopedilum Global Challenger
(Paphiopedilum World Venture x
Paphiopedilum British Bulldog)
Paphiopedilum Hellas x
Paphiopedilum **Lowegrenianum
Phragmipedium Cape Sunset

John Gaskill

Ascocentrum christensonianum

Angèle Biljan

Doritaenopsis Ying-Yi Spring Sunshine
Cymbidium Sweetheart 'Elegance'

Angèle Biljan
Angèle Biljan

Dendrobium nobile 'Pinkey'
Oncidium (Syn. Odontioda) Gale Gettel
(misnamed?)
Cyrtocidium ( Syn. Odontocidium)Roger
Cole 'John's Bingo' AD/AM/AOS
Bulbophyllum lobbii

Lynne Guimond & Santos Peixe
Angèle Biljan

Acronia (Syn. Pleurothallis) linguifera

Joyce Medcalf

Sudamerlycaste (Syn. Ida) fimbriata
Cyrtocidium (Syn. Odontocidium)
Roger Cole 'John's Bingo' AD/AM/AOS

Joyce Medcalf
Joyce Medcalf

Janet Johns

Lynne Guimond & Santos Peixe
John Gaskill

Joyce Medcalf
André Couture

All orchid plant names with ** have been either corrected or updated as shown above from the original information
provided by the plant owner. Owners are requested to update or correct their plant name tags accordingly.
Thanks to Jean Hollebone for organizing the February show table, our judges, and Joyce Medcalf for the show table
results and correcting/updating the plant name information. Congratulations to all the winners and thanks to
everyone who brought their blooming plants to the monthly show table. And now we present Arlene Lang’s show
table photos.

Above from left: Marilyn light describing the features of Cymbidium Sweetheart 'Elegance' grown by Angèle Biljan;
Marilyn Light describing the characteristics of Dendrobium nobile 'Pinkey' grown by Lynne Guimond and Santos
Peixe and held by Jean Hollebone; and, photo of a portion of our February show table.
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Above from left: Marilyn describing the characteristics of Phragmipedium Cape Sunset grown by John Gaskill and
held by Jean Hollebone; Marilyn with Doritaenopsis Ying-Yi Spring Sunshine grown by Angèle Biljan; and, Best in
Show winner, Joyce Medcalf and her Cyrtocidium Roger Cole 'John's Bingo' AD/AM/AOS, with judging team of
Manfred Hey, André Couture, Sue Bowering, Joyce Medcalf and Marilyn Light. Joyce was not involved in the
selection of the Best of Show plant winner.

Above from left and center: Best in Show winner Cyrtocidium Roger Cole 'John's Bingo' AD/AM/AOS, Joyce
Medcalf; and, far right, Phragmipedium Cape Sunset, John Gaskill.

Above from left: Cattleya percivaliana 'Summit' FCC/AOS, Manfred Hey; Ascocentrum christensonianum, Angèle
Biljan; Paphiopedilum Hilo Lagoon, John Gaskill; and, close up of Paphiopedilum Hellas x Paphiopedilum
Lowegrenianum, Lynne Guimond & Santos Peixe.

Above from left: Paphiopedilum Hellas x Paphiopedilum Lowegrenianum, Lynne Guimond & Santos Peixe;
Sudamerlycaste (Syn. Ida) fimbriata, Joyce Medcalf; Cymbidium Sweetheart 'Elegance', Angèle Biljan; and,
Doritaenopsis Ying-Yi Spring Sunshine, Angèle Biljan.
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Paphiopedilum Global Challenger, Janet Johns; Dendrobium nobile 'Pinkey', Lynne Guimond and Santos Peixe;
Oncidium (Syn. Odontioda) Gale Gettel (misnamed?), Angèle Biljan; and, Bulbophyllum lobbii, André Couture.

On left, Acronia (Syn. Pleurothallis) linguifera owned and grown by Joyce
Medcalf (These blooms are very delicate and were already exhibiting
signs of distress from prolonged lack of humidity.)
Many thanks to everyone who brought plants to the show table and
congratulations to our ribbon winners.

******************************
LINK WITH Club Amigos de las Orquídeas (CAO)(in Spain)
On Wednesday, March 14, 2012, our webmaster received an e-mail from Pablo Palacín Gómez, a member of
Club Amigos de las Orquídeas (Club Friends of Orchids), the oldest orchid club in Spain. Mr. Gómez hoped we
could make a link through each other’s website. We did so. Their web site is www.cao.org.es and is in Spanish.
Another reason for a visit to Spain. Disfrute (Enjoy)!

******************************
YOUTUBE ON POLLINATION
A friend of the Society, Cathy Loucks, sent your editor a link to a YouTube clip on pollination. Though it does not
have any images of orchids, an orchid flower may indeed be visited by any one of these pollinators. It is worth
viewing, if for no other reason, to understand the importance of these creatures in nature and for our own survival.
The video is stunning. Click here: http://www.youtube-nocookie.com/embed/xHkq1edcbk4?rel=0 .
Thank you, Cathy, for sharing this link with us.

******************************
UPDATE ON MONTREAL’S BID TO HOST 2017 WORLD ORCHID CONFERENCE (WOC)
The Montreal orchid society unfortunately did not secure the 2017 WOC. Ecuador was the
choice of the WOC committee for 2017.
st

The next World Orchid Conference, the 21 WOC, will be held in 2014 in Johannesburg,
South Africa at the Sandton Convention Centre.
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In 2012
Mar 17-18

London Orchid Society, 35th Annual Orchid Show & Sale, Mother Teresa
Catholic Secondary School, 1065 Sunningdale Road East, London, Ontario, website: http://los.lon.imag.net/

Mar 23-25

Manitoba Orchid Society Annual Show and Sale, at Assiniboine Park

Conservatory, for more information go to www.manitobaorchidsociety.ca
Mar 24-25

La Société des orchidophiles de Montréal “Orchidexpo 2012”, CÉGEP de
Maisonneuve 2700, av. Bourbonnière, Montréal, Québec. For information: André
Poliquin TEL/FAX: (450)653-9590, e-mail: mor-pol@sympatico.ca
http://orchidophiles.qc.ca

Mar 23-25

The Vancouver Orchid Society Annual Show will be held at the Van Dusen
Botanical Garden, 5251 Oak St., Vancouver BC. Contact: Wayne Riggs Email:
riggskw@interchange.ubc.ca http://www.vancouverorchidsociety.ca/

Apr 13-15

Central Vancouver Island Orchid Society at Country Club Center, Nanaimo, BC.
Contact:Sue Christison, email orchidlady@telus.net http://www.cvios.com/

Apr 14-15

The Annual Toronto Artistic Orchid Association Show, Centre for
Information and Community Service (CICS ), 2330 Midland Avenue, Toronto,Ontario, (N. W. Of
HWY 401 /Midland) Phone: 416-292-9293 For show information: John Li 905-607-3559.
johnkli@yahoo.com "http://www.taoa.ca/"

TBA

Exposition des Orchidophiles du Saguenay-Lac-St-Jean, Hôtel Le Montagnais, bl. Talbot à
Chicoutimi, Québec.

Apr 21-22

The Regina Orchid Society will be holding its annual Show and Sale in beautiful Wascana
Park, at Wascana Place, 2900 Wascana Drive, Regina, Saskatchewan. For additional
information, please contact Bryan Hebb, Show Chair, bhebb@sasktel.net (306)5864789

Apr 21-22

Orchidophilia – Ottawa Orchid Society’s 31 Annual Orchid Show and Sale,
Nepean Sportsplex, 1701 Woodroffe Ave., Ottawa, Ontario. Society website:
http://www.ottawaorchidsociety.com
Show Chairman: Dave Cooper, orchidae@storm.ca

Apr 28-29

Orchid Society of Nova Scotia Annual Show and Sale at Spring Garden
Halifax, Nova Scotia.

Apr 28-29

Orchid Show of Les Orchidophiles de Québec to be held in the Pavillon de
l'Envirotron, at l’ Université de Laval, 2480, boul. Hochelaga, Saint-Foy, Québec.

June 1-2

Bruce Peninsula Orchid Festival "http://www.orchidfest.ca/"

Aug 05

Southern Ontario Orchid Society (SOOS) Summerfest at the Toronto Botanical
Gardens, Lawrence Avenue East at Leslie Street. AOS judging starts at 10 am.

st

Place,
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Sep 11-16

19 Australian Orchid Council (AOC) Conference and Show, Perth,
Western Australia. Nineteen world class orchid specialists are presently
scheduled to be speakers at this event. For more information or to register, go
to http://www.waorchids.iinet.net.au/19th_AOC_Conference.htm .

Oct 13-14

Eastern Canada Orchid Society (ECOS) - Orchidfête 2012 Montreal – Further details to be
announced.

Oct 27-28

Orchid Society of the Royal Botanical Gardens (OSRGB), 680 Plains Road, Burlington, Ontario.
The OSRGB will be hosting the COC AGM. www.osrgb.ca

*******************
From: Lynn Fuller [mailto:mlfuller@comcast.net]
Sent: March-08-12 7:47 AM
To: haydonm@rogers.com
Subject: American Orchid Society (AOS) Corner
One of the more interesting advantages of being the AOS Affiliated Societies Chair is that some of the societies
send me their newsletters. I scan those that I directly get as well as on go to the AOS forum and read some of the
newsletters that are posted there. By going through these newsletters, I realize how active, vibrant and healthy
many of our affiliated societies are. Through their commitment and love of orchids, they manage to share their
knowledge and passion with other like-minded individuals. Through the advancement of social media and
computerized publishing programs, these newsletters are filled with great photographs of orchids of their shows and
meeting show tables and regional cultural information. Through these AOS Corners, I provide information for the
societies to use in their newsletters about the American Orchid Society and its programs, activities and resources. I
appreciate it when I see them posted in these newsletters.
The Kansas Orchid Society will be hosting the AOS Annual Members meeting at its annual orchid show April 25 –
30, 2012 in Wichita. SWROGA and other alliances will be holding their meetings as part of this meeting. These
national and regional meetings provide the opportunity to shop, meet the vendors and others in the orchid world face
to face, talk about what is new in the orchid world or have someone just listen to your own theories and tips. The
speakers for the AOS Members Meeting and Kansas Orchid Society Show are diverse and definitely provide
something for everyone. They are Dr. Leonid Averyanov, Keynote Speaker, Senior Researcher and Professor of
the Herbarium of Komarov Botanical Institute of the Russian Academy of Sciences (St. Petersburg, Russia), and
Vice President of the All-Russian Botanical Society. He will be speaking on ‘Orchids of Vietnam: Ecology of
Ornamental Species’. Dr. Raymond A. Cloyd, Professor and Extension Specialist in Ornamental
Entomology/Integrated Pest Management, Department of Entomology, Kansas State University, who will be
speaking on ‘Pests of Orchids’. Robert Fuchs, R.F. Orchids, who will be speaking on ‘Vandaceous Intergeneric
Hybrids’. Patricia Harding, AOS judge and Author, speaking on Brazilian Oncidiums’. Norito Hasegawa, of
Paphanatics, Unlimited and an ‘over extended hobbyiest presenting ‘What’s New in Paphs?’. Alan Koch of Gold
Country Orchids speaking about ‘Species Habitat and Hybrid Culture’ and Bryon Rinke, presenting a
presentation on ‘Phalaenopsis lobbii and parishii, the species and hybrids’.
There are many other regional orchid events going on and they are listed on the AOS website under Events. If your
society is hosting a show as an affiliated society, make sure to have it posted under the AOS Events Calendar.
If there is some information your society would be interested in through these AOS Corners, please let me know. I
am open for any suggestions. I can be reached through affiliated_societies@aos.org or directly at
mlfuller@comcast.net.
Lynn Fuller, Chair
AOS Affiliated Societies Committee
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Bacterial Ailments of Orchids
Marilyn Light
Soft rot, crown rot, and some leaf spots can be caused by motile bacteria including Erwinia, (syn. Dickeya,
Pectobacterium, Pseudomonas). Whereas some bacterial strains produce mild symptoms, aggressive strains
coupled with susceptible orchids and certain growing conditions can lead to loss of plants, and if allowed to spread,
even loss of plants growing nearby. Orchids like Phalaenopsis are especially vulnerable because the crown formed
by new leaves forms a well in which water can gather but any orchid including Oncidium Gower Ramsey can be
vulnerable. While devastating losses are rare, they can happen so it pays to grow your orchids well and to learn how
to recognize bacterial rot symptoms. Symptoms include a sweet to foul-smelling, rapidly enlarging soft, watery zone
on leaves, growths or pseudobulbs. This Powerpoint presentation has a number of good illustrations.
http://www.icogo.org/images/Dr._Huang_-_Orchid_Disease_Control.pdf
Where do soft rot bacteria come from?
Bacteria can be found in water, soil, potting media, and even within apparently healthy plants. Problems are rare
when a hobbyist practices good culture but if conditions favour disease and an aggressive strain is present, rots can
become a problem.
Why disease?
Overcrowding, inappropriate light and temperature, and poor ventilation can lead to disease outbreaks especially if
an aggressive bacterial strain is present. High humidity coupled with poor air circulation and continually moist plant
surfaces favours the spread of motile bacteria and facilitates their entry into foliage through pores. Handling, cutting
or otherwise allowing physical contact between infected and uninfected plants will facilitate spread as will splashing,
dripping, or otherwise sharing contaminated water. High temperature (>25°C) will hasten disease development.
Once soft rot takes hold, it can swiftly destroy a plant and spread to others nearby. The bacteria can move through
water films on benches and floors also so sanitation becomes an important factor in control.
How to avoid injurious rots?
The best way to avoid bacterial soft rot infections is to practice good cultural technique and collection hygiene. Just
as growers are advised to isolate new plants to limit entry of mealy bugs into a collection, similar advice should be
considered regarding diseases. Since we cannot see bacteria and since no disease may be evident if orchids are
being grown well, we must use common sense to avoid problems.
Isolate all new plants and observe them closely.
1
2
3
4
5

6

7

Keep growing areas clean.
Never crowd plants
Avoid splashing or dripping between plants.
Grow plants at their appropriate temperature and with adequate ventilation.
Sanitize trays, benches, pots, tools, gloves, etc with bleach solution between use (1 part bleach with 9 parts
water). Allow treated surfaces to dry without rinsing. For a more prolonged effect in outdoor or
greenhouse situations consider using a greenhouse sanitizer such as KleenGrow (didecyl dimethyl
ammonium chloride) to treat hard surfaces including walls and floors.
http://www.mgshort.com/images/Kleengrow_21Nov2007.pdf
Never accept a plant showing symptoms of rot. If an orchid displays symptoms of soft rot, stop all
watering/misting in its vicinity and isolate that plant making certain that no water or plant residue drips
onto neighbouring plants. Sometimes radical excision of an affected part at a very early stage of
infection can eliminate disease but there is no guarantee. It is safer to dispose of the plant and potting
medium in the garbage. Plastic pots can be sterilized with bleach solution. All staging (trays, shelves,
etc) in the vicinity of the affected plant should immediately be swabbed with bleach solution.
If you need assistance with ailment identification, first isolate the plant then take a picture and send to your
society.
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VENDORS PARTICIPATING AT OUR UPCOMING ANNUAL SHOW, APRIL 21-22, 2012
An Li & Roger Sheng,
André Godbout (Goldsmith)
Ann Jensen (Goldsmith)
Anne Drouin (Artist)
Bloomfield Orchids
Cloud’s Orchids
Crystal Star Orchids
DiCiommo Orchids
Events Bookseller & Publicist
Exotic Orchids Plus
Fern Garden Creations
Flora Peculia
Hamilton Greenhouse
Helen Zhang (Decorative Items)
J&L Orchids
J.S. Orchids
Le Paradis des Orchidées Inc.
Lexis Greenhouse & Supplies
Marsh Hollow
MFC Orchids
Orchids in Our Tropics
Piping Rock Orchids
Ravenvision
Tropical Gardens Orchids

Ajax, Ontario
Sherbrooke, Québec
Vaudreuil, Quebec
Sainte-Julie, Québec
Pittsford, New York, USA
Jordan Station, Ontario
Newmarket, Ontario
Hamilton, Ontario
Ottawa, Ontario
Green Valley, Ontario
Bainsville, Ontario
Toronto, Ontario
Lynden, Ontario
Kanata, Ontario
Easton, Connecticut, USA
Whitby, Ontario
Laval, Québec
Ottawa, Ontario
Fenwick, Ontario
Île Bizard, Québec
Vandorf, Ontario
Galway, New York, USA
Stratford, Ontario
Richmond Hill, Ontario

416-666-6133
819-821-0220
514- 453-2819
514-497-4934
585-381-4206
905-562-8950
905-478-8398
905-389-9339
613-222-5490
613-525-0164
514-248-0513
416-658-5359
519-647-3301
613) 254-8390
203-261-3772
647-321-7671
450-689-2240
613-226-7358
905-892-4187
514-624-8236
905-727-3319
518-882-8002
519-271-7964
416-471-6939

anlisheng@yahoo.com
agodbout@agodboutjoaillier.com
rhjensen@videotron.ca
anne.drouin@videotron.ca
wjkunisch@hotmail.com
orders@cloudsorchids.com
crystalstarorchids@gmail.com
joseph.diciommo@3web.net
http://www.daviddollin.com
lynneandsantos@citenet.net
ferngarden2001@yahoo.ca
taras@interlog.com
orchidrob@hotmail.ca
Ssl_em2@yahoo.com
jlorchid@snet.net
info@jsorchids.com
laurent.blanc@bellnet.ca
alex@lexisgreenhouses.com
mferrusi@sympatico.ca
mfc@orchideemfc.com
ourtropics@sympatico.ca
pipingrock@aol.com
jayrn@rogers.com
tropical.gardens@gmail.com

More details on our participating vendors may be found on our Society’s web site (www.ottawaorchidsociety.com) in the section
dealing with our 2012 show. We have yet to receive confirmation from other invited vendors on their participation at our upcoming
April show. Please check our web site for any changes that may be made between now and the weekend of our show.

*******************
PRESS RELEASE
PLANT PORTRAITS
“The Botanical World through the eyes of artists”
By members of the Ottawa Society of Botanical Artists
March 1, 2012
Ottawa, Ontario

For immediate release

Five botanical artists from the Ottawa region will be exhibiting art works drawn from the world of plants at the Trinity Art Gallery,
Salon B, at the Shenkman Arts Centre in Orleans from March 23, to April 23, 2012. The opening reception will be held on
March 25, 2012, from 1 to 3 p.m.
About the artists….
The artists are Kerri Weller, Robert Anderson, Cecilia Martin, Sengmany Phommachakr and Jan Salmon. Brought together
through Kerri Weller’s botanical art classes at the Nepean Visual Arts Centre, these five artists celebrate the diversity of the plant
world in drawings and paintings. As contemporary botanical artists, they combine the observation of a scientist and the
sensibility of the artist in their realistic portrayals of the botanical world. In our increasingly fragile planet, botanical artists have a
role to play from documenting rare plants to expressing the beauty of the plant world.
Coming from diverse artistic and career backgrounds, these artists are founding members of the newly-formed Ottawa Society
of Botanical Artists. In June, 2012, they will host their next exhibition at the Herb Garden in Almonte.
Award-winning botanical artist, Kerri Weller, trained as a medical illustrator and graphic designer. She enjoyed a previous
career in exhibit design graphics at the Ontario Science Centre. Today, her work is included in the permanent collection of the
th
Hunt Institute for Botanical Documentation and was chosen for the 14 International Botanical Art Exhibition, American Society of
Botanical Artists & Horticultural Society of New York, Manhattan. Kerri teaches botanical art classes at the City of Ottawa’s
Nepean Visual Arts Centre.
Robert Anderson, an architect by profession and watercolourist for over 75 years, was introduced to botanical art three years
ago.
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Before coming to Canada in the early 1960’s, Cecilia Martin, attended the Medway College of Art in England. She pursued a
career in store design and visual presentation, while developing her fine art skills. Over the past six years, a love of botanical art
has emerged under the encouragement of Kerri Weller. Cecilia has shown work in the Botanical Artists of Canada exhibitions in
Toronto, the Ottawa Orchid Society show, the Nepean Visual Arts Centre, and has works in many private collections.
It was while taking a scientific illustration course in the context of a Bachelors’ degree in Plant Science at McGill University that
Sengmany Phommachakr discovered her passion for botanical illustration. After graduation in 1998, she has refined her skills
by taking workshops with recognized artists such as Pamela Stagg and Kerri Weller. She has produced numerous works for
private collections.
Jan Salmon developed her interest in botanical painting after taking courses with Kerri Weller. She has since shown some of
her work at exhibitions by the Botanical Artists of Canada, the Nepean Visual Arts Centre and the Ottawa Orchid Show. Retiring
from her teaching career as a music and art teacher, Jan continues to pursue her interest in both music and art. She currently
sings with the Ottawa Choral Society and is creating works in watercolour, pastel and coloured pencil.
About Botanical Art
While encompassing a range of styles, the botanical art tradition combines science and art. Botanical artists seek to understand
the structure of plants and to communicate this knowledge to their audience in an aesthetically pleasing manner. Botanical art
societies around the world strive to create an awareness of botanical art as a living art form with exhibitions in museums around
the globe. In this way, botanical artists communicate the importance of plants to our world. In 2011, a group of local artists got
together to create the Ottawa Society of Botanical Artists to encourage botanical artists in the Ottawa region and to bring the
public’s awareness to this art form.
Event Info
What:
When:
Where:
Contact Info:

Botanical Art Show by members of the Ottawa Society of Botanical Artists
March 23 to April 23, 2012 (hours: Mon. to Sun: 9 a.m. to 10:00 p.m.)
Opening reception: March 25, 2012, 1:00 – 3:00 p.m.
Trinity Art Gallery, Salon B (lower level)
Shenkman Arts Centre (245 Centrum Boulevard, Orleans)
Kerri Weller (k.weller@magma.ca) 613-304-7785
Shenkman Arts Centre (613-580-2700)

Links
www.shenkmanarts.ca
www.herbgarden.on.ca
www.botanicalartistsofcanada.org
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INTERIM BOARD ELECTIONS
With the sudden departure of Julie Mertens from the Board as Society President, the Board found itself
without a President. As a temporary measure, Jean Hollebone, the Society’s Vice President, was appointed
by the Board as Interim President. This action resulted in a Vice President vacancy. At Jean’s request, we
will hold an interim general election at our upcoming May meeting to elect a new President and Vice
President. The persons who will be elected will serve for one year until we hold our usual general elections
in May 2013.
At present, Jean Hollebone will continue to serve as Interim President until a President has been elected at
the May meeting (May 20, 2012). Jean has agreed to run for the position of Society President. The position
of Vice President is presently vacant until a Vice President is elected at the May meeting. Barbara
Wysocka, who presently sits on the Board as Society Publicity Coordinator, has submitted her name as a
candidate for this position.
If anyone else in the Society wishes to run for either the position of Society President or Society Vice
President, please speak with Rick Sobkowicz who is heading the Nominations Committee. For further
details on the nomination election process and what you need to do to qualify as a candidate, please refer
to the Society constitution which is on the Society’s web site or click on the link
http://www.ottawaorchidsociety.com/constitution.html .
Here is the section in the Society Constitution on the nomination process:
5.2 Nominations In advance of an election, the Board of Directors shall establish a Nomination Committee,
headed by the past President, and composed of three other Society members who are not themselves subject to
election, and who are not members of the Board of Directors. The Nomination Committee shall be responsible for
receiving all formal nominations for any elected position.
[Note: "Past President" would normally be the immediately preceding President, but if he or she is no longer
available or no longer interested, then a previous President may be selected.]
To be valid, each nomination must include the name of the nominee, the position for which the nominee is
proposed, and the signature of at least three members. The person nominated must be a member of the Society
in good standing, and agree to stand as a candidate. When considering a candidate for election, the Nomination
Committee shall ensure that he or she is familiar with the Job Description of the position to which they are to be
appointed (see paragraph 6.5). Nominations from the floor of the meeting will be accepted, and will have equal
standing to any prior nominations.
In any one election, a member may not be nominated for more than one position.
Nominations shall be received no later than the closing time announced by the President at the General Meeting
at which the election takes place.

The job descriptions on the Board positions are also found on the Society web site or click on the
following link: http://www.ottawaorchidsociety.com/jobdescriptions.html .
*******************
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