
This month’s meeting...

Sunday, March 15, 2009 @ 1:30 p.m.
Tom Brown Arena, 141 Bayview, Ottawa

This month’s meeting: This month’s meeting: “So you want to try
raising orchids from seed?” with Marilyn Light

You have been wanting to try your hand at raising your very first orchid from
seeds but wonder just how to go about it. Anybody with basic knowledge of
orchid floral anatomy can try making orchid babies. All you need is a toothpick et
voilá, you have babies. But wait a minute! Will those babies be all that you hope
for? Can we predict the future? The fact of the matter is that we must rely on the
successes and failures of others and on our own experimentation. No one really
wants orchids that are slow growers or reluctant bloomers. We want to have
floriferous and vigorous orchids and if they are winners, that is a bonus. What
can we realistically achieve?

This month’s speaker will be Marilyn Light, a long-time member of the Ottawa
Orchid Society. Marilyn received her education in Agriculture and Microbiology
at McGill University. She grows and hybridizes tropical orchids and is the author
of books, scientific papers and popular articles about orchids. She has extensive
experience raising terrestrial and epiphytic orchids from seeds. Her most recent
hybrid is Phrag. Mem. Eileen Coyle, and another of her hybrids, Lc. Mem. Evelyn
Light, was featured on a 2008 Canadian stamp. Marilyn is a Past President of the
Ottawa Orchid Society, Chair of the North American Region and Education
Committee of the Orchid Specialist Group, and a member of the Canadian
Committee of the World Conservation Union. Her joy is in learning something
new about the world in which we live, in seeing a new hybrid bloom for the very
first time, and in seeing the smile of a hobbyist who has bloomed their very first
orchid.

Orchids 101 – A recap on pests and diseases with Marilyn Light

Don’t forget to bring your blooming orchids to our
monthly show table.

The Ottawa Orchid Society meets every third Sunday of
every month from September to May inclusive

at 1:30 P.M. at the Tom Brown Arena, 141 Bayview, Ottawa.
Guests are welcome.

MEMBERSHIP: $25 from September 1 - August 31.
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A NOTE FROM THE PRESIDENT
Our monthly speaker progam continues to be a
tremendously generous in sharing their knowledge with us.
exception. Minoo was a vivacious speaker who
hour. She created many beautiful floral arrangements in minimal time and fuss. She had a
present enjoyed her presentation tremendously. She was most generous in donating a number of her beautiful arrangements to th
Society’s raffle table. There was great interest in the raffle table.
to create her floral arrangements. In the center is a very elegant arrangement of cut cymbidium flowers.

A busload of Society members took a memorable
Montréal with a brief stopover at Le Paradis des Orchidées Inc.
Gobeille met our group at the botanical gardens
a special presentation to Lise who will be retiring shortly from
Montréal. In appreciation for her work and the kindness she has
over the years, Lise was presented with an original watercolor of
Gobeille, an orchid that was named by the hybridizer after Lise. Lise was very pleased
with the gift and is pictured on the right holding her painting alongside
Thompson, the artist and a member of our Society.
beautiful painting.) Marybeth is a very talented watercolor artist and every month takes
pictures of our show table and returns the following month with beautiful original
watercolors for sale to members. More pictures on

Thanks to Joyce Medcalf, Marlene Young, and Jean Hollebone, the Society has
able to participate at a number of out-of-town orchid shows hosted by other orchid
societies. There are some great pictures of our displays with more participation to
follow by our Society at upcoming shows. Marlene and Joyce will be erecting the
Society display coming soon in Montreal and Jean has offered to erect a Society
display at the Toronto Artistic Orchid Association Show
an OOS display in Quebec city. It is hoped that members will be generous in lending
their plants when our members ask for plants.

If you would like to display at our upcoming 28
exhibits including exhibiting in our Art Galleria may be
www.ottawaorchidsociety.com . If you haven’t been to our site for awhile, have a peek. Dave Cooper, our web master, has been
doing a lot of work overhauling the web site and
but don’t let my view prejudice you.

There are a lot of photos throughout the newsletter and a great big thanks to everyone for their contributions. If you have p
that you think members may enjoy viewing in Spike, send them to me.

On left above, Minoo Banaei is showing one of the many items she uses to create her dram
center is one of her elegant designs using two cut cymbidium blooms. On right, further contact information for
Minoo. Photos taken by Arlene Lang.

PRESIDENT (AND EDITOR)
continues to be a great success. Our speakers have been extremely knowledgeable

remendously generous in sharing their knowledge with us. Last month’s speaker, Minoo Banaei, a floral design consultant,
was a vivacious speaker who came prepared to give an entire semester presentation on floral designing in half an

beautiful floral arrangements in minimal time and fuss. She had a very practical approach and everyone
present enjoyed her presentation tremendously. She was most generous in donating a number of her beautiful arrangements to th

. There was great interest in the raffle table. Minoo, on the left below, is explaining some of the things she uses
to create her floral arrangements. In the center is a very elegant arrangement of cut cymbidium flowers.

memorable fun trip to Montreal to view the orchid collection at le Jardin Botanique de
Le Paradis des Orchidées Inc. where a lot of excited orchid purchases were made

at the botanical gardens and gave the tour. The Society made
special presentation to Lise who will be retiring shortly from le Jardin Botanique de

. In appreciation for her work and the kindness she has shown to our Society
over the years, Lise was presented with an original watercolor of Propetalum Lise

, an orchid that was named by the hybridizer after Lise. Lise was very pleased
with the gift and is pictured on the right holding her painting alongside Marybeth

and a member of our Society. (Thank you, Marybeth, for the
Marybeth is a very talented watercolor artist and every month takes

pictures of our show table and returns the following month with beautiful original
watercolors for sale to members. More pictures on this trip further in the newsletter.

hanks to Joyce Medcalf, Marlene Young, and Jean Hollebone, the Society has been
town orchid shows hosted by other orchid

societies. There are some great pictures of our displays with more participation to
our Society at upcoming shows. Marlene and Joyce will be erecting the

Society display coming soon in Montreal and Jean has offered to erect a Society
Toronto Artistic Orchid Association Show. Marilyn Light will be erecting

Quebec city. It is hoped that members will be generous in lending
their plants when our members ask for plants.

If you would like to display at our upcoming 28th annual show, registration forms for
exhibits including exhibiting in our Art Galleria may be found on the Society’s web site,

. If you haven’t been to our site for awhile, have a peek. Dave Cooper, our web master, has been
doing a lot of work overhauling the web site and making it more user friendly. Let him know what you think. He’s done a great job

There are a lot of photos throughout the newsletter and a great big thanks to everyone for their contributions. If you have p
you think members may enjoy viewing in Spike, send them to me.

Rick Sobkowicz

On left above, Minoo Banaei is showing one of the many items she uses to create her dramatic floral arrangements. In
center is one of her elegant designs using two cut cymbidium blooms. On right, further contact information for

Lise Gobeille holding her gift from the
Society with Marybeth Thompson, the
artist. Photo by Therese Lafleur.
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SOCIETY BULLETIN BOARD

An easy way to attend Orchidexpo 2009 in Montreal – Saturday, March 28, 2009

With the recent success of our second trip to the Montreal Botanical Gardens in February, many members asked us about planning a
trip to attend the spring Montreal orchid show. So we thought, why not?

We have booked a 26-passenger mini-coach bus for Saturday, March 28, 2009. On Saturday morning,
the bus will pick you up from one of two designated spots, either the parking lot of the Chapters store
located at 2735 Iris Street at Pinecrest or the Costco located at 1900 Cyrville Road at Innes. Parking is
available at either location for the day. The bus will then drive you to Montreal and drop you off at the
door of the Cégep de Maisonneuve where the show will be taking place. Imagine it – no traffic to deal
with and no parking woes! The bus will even pick you (and any plants that may have decided to go
home with you) at the door at the end of the day and drop you back off at your designed spot.

The cost will be $40 per person and includes only the cost of transportation to the show. You will be
responsible for your own entrance to the show ($8 for adults), your snacks and your lunch.

Full payment is required to register for this activity. This deposit is non-refundable, but it is transferable
to another person if you are not able to attend. Please note that this activity will be limited to 26 people
and that spots will be assigned on a “first come, first served” basis. Please note also that for this trip to
go ahead, we must completely fill the bus. This means that your deposit must be received before or
during the March meeting. If the bus has not been filled by that time, the activity will be cancelled and all
deposits refunded.

For additional information or to register, please contact our Program Chair, Julie Mertens, at 613-323-0460 or by email at
julie_mertens@videotron.ca. Please note that Doris de Margerie has kindly agreed to accompany the group the day of the trip. Her
coordinates will be on the handout provided to registered participants.

To further tempt you, Les Orchidophiles de Montréal has pictures of exhibits from last year’s show on their web site, -
http://orchidophiles.qc.ca . When you get to their site, click on “English text” and then scroll down to the link which reads “Orchidexpo
Exhibition – Pictures”, click, and voila, a lot of beautiful pictures of exhibits.

Julie Mertens

A SNEAK PEEK AT OUR APRIL MEETING
In April, our guest speaker will be Caroline Constabelle of Planteck Biotechnologies. She will be speaking on growing hardy
orchids in the garden, a great meeting to bring any gardening-crazy friends you might have. They also have a website
(www.planteck.com/en/) where you can peruse their selection of hardy orchids and new generation peonies.

FOR SALE
Rainsoft Ultrefiner Reverse Osmosis System, NSF Certified. System includes pre filter, R.O. membrane, post filter, storage tank,
and faucet. Includes brand new replacement filters, never used, worth approx. $250. Paid $950, asking $500. To purchase or for
more information, please contact Robert St-Jean, tel. 613-996-4264, e-mail: rstjean@nrcan.gc.ca .

LIBRARY CORNER
The following books and one video, have been added to the Library. They have been kindly donated by Jane Logan,
#338: “Orchid Hunter” (VHS video); Hans Bode, #337: Golden Guide - “Orchids” (Book) and #340 Black, Peter
MacKenzie, “Orchids”; and Helga Leuenberger, #339: “Proceedings of 13th World Orchid Conference 1990” and
#341: Stearn, William T., “Botanical Latin”. Please e-mail the Society librarian, Jane Thompson, if you wish to borrow any
particular book or video from the Library.

Jane Thompson, our librarian, will not be continuing in her current role as Society librarian after May 2009. We will need
someone to take over Jane’s functions. If interested, please speak with Jane. It’s a fun job, you get to pick things to buy
for the Society library and you get to know most of the members in the Society. The librarian must reside within a 15-20
minute driving radius from the Ottawa core area.
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FEBRUARY SHOW TABLE JUDGING RESULTS – Feb. 15th, 2009

Class / judged by Place Plant Name*

* corrections are noted in the text by an asterisk. We
ask owners to make the appropriate changes to their
tags.

Owned / Grown by

Cattleya Alliance
judged by Henry Steger

1st *Oerstedella centradenia

Name change: According to the World Checklist -
Epidendrum centropetalum

Helgi Fatovic

2nd *Brassavola nodosa Angèle Biljan

3rd *Cattleya trianaei Angèle Biljan

3rd Cattleya unknown sp or hybrid Fritz Schmeisser

Cypripedium Alliance

Paphiopedilum
judged by Henry Steger

1st *Paph. Van Ness x primulinum

= Paph. Mainacht

Angèle Biljan

2nd *Paph. Spotter x (Future World x Quarto?) The
grex name (Quarto or Quatro) has not been
registered

Maria Martens

2nd Paph. Rosy Dawn Helgi Fatovic

3rd Paph. Schaetzchen Teresa Lafleur

3rd Paph. Dave’s Glory x Stardust Flame Teresa Lafleur

Phragmipedium

judged by Henry Steger

1st *Phrag. Mem. Eileen Coyle (Elizabeth Castle x
schlimii)

Marilyn Light

2nd Phrag. Sargent Eric Angèle Biljan

3rd Phrag. Mike Beattie Angèle Biljan

Dendrobium Alliance
judged by Marilyn Light

1st Den.delicatum Terez Paksi

2nd Den. farmeri Terez Paksi

3rd *Den. Nopporn Pink Terez Paksi

Phalaenopsis /
Doritaenopsis Alliance
judged by Marilyn Light

1st Dtps. (Little Gem Gem Stripes x Chain Xen Pearl) Janet Sutherland

2nd Phal. No Name Geraldine Hebert

3rd Phal. No Name Maria Martins

Vanda Alliance judged by
Marilyn Light

1st V. Manuvadee Helgi Fatovic

2nd V. Pat Delight Angèle Biljan


