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This Month’s Activities at a Glance 
 
June 9, 2021 at 7:00 p.m.:  Orchids Discussion Group (ODG) meeting.  
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Happy Summer 2021! 
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President’s Message 

 
This is my last President’s Message – I will be handing over to our new 
President Jan Johns at the end of this month, and I will become Past President. 
I have very much enjoyed being your President since I took over from Janet 
Johns in April of 2016 and I hope you have been pleased with all the various 
Society meetings, Shows and other activities since that date. I would like to 
thank all the Board members who have worked with me over the past 5 years to 
support the many aspects of running the Society – you have all done a great 
job!  
 

This has been a difficult year for all of us, probably the most difficult since the Society was formed 
over 40 years ago, and I am very pleased to see how many members have continued to support us 
during this time. We have had to change much of the basics of how the Society operates from 
month to month with virtual meetings and Virtual Show Tables, and of course, we have had to 
cancel the last two of our annual Shows. Cancelling the Show was particularly difficult for me, since 
I have been the Show Co-Chair for so many years that it had become my “baby”, and I know it has 
been equally hard for many of our members. The only consolation is that we are not alone in this, 
and all our fellow Orchid Societies are in the same situation as we are. Fortunately, our Society is in 
good shape financially so we have been able to weather this storm. Thanks also to the anonymous 
contribution we received from one of our members earlier this year which has supported our 
ongoing expenses. Let’s all hope that we can return to normal as quickly as possible, and here is to 
a renewal in Orchidophilia 2022! 
 

 

Crowds in happier times at the 2019 Show. 
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It has also been a difficult year for me personally with my ongoing bi-weekly chemo treatments. My 
involvement with the Society has helped to keep me focused and positive through it all. I thank all 
my friends in the Society who have supported me over the past months – it is much appreciated! 
I hope you enjoyed our May meeting with the talk about Odontoglossums from Tom Etheridge. It was 
great to see how he grows these cool-growing plants, taking full advantage of his local climate and 
planting trees specially to shade his greenhouse in summer. Thanks to Tom for this wonderful talk. 
Thanks also to Jean Hollebone for arranging such an excellent program through this difficult 
season!  
 
For our May Show Table, we had a total of 33 entries from 20 members, and I was pleased to see 
so many members sending in photos of their plants. Thanks as always to our Show Table judges 
Marie-Josée Bergeron, André Couture, Jean Hollebone, Joyce Medcalf and Scott de Vito for 
reviewing all the entries and selecting the winning plants, and thanks to Pat Boisvert for judging the 
best photography. Thanks also to Joyce for checking and correcting the plant names where needed, 
and I hope members remember to update their records. You can see the photos of the winning 
entries starting on pages 15-21.  
 
At this time we are not sure whether we will be able to meet in person for our September meeting, 
although it seems very unlikely that things will be “back to normal” by then. I expect we will still be 
having virtual meetings and Virtual Show Tables until at least until the end of 2021 and perhaps be 
able to go back to in-person meetings in January of 2022, but of course, it depends on the evolving 
situation with COVID-19. We are looking at various options including the possibility of combining 
an on-line session with an in-person meeting if/when that is permitted. We will keep you updated 
through Spike as details become clearer. 
 

Have a good summer, stay safe, and we will see you in the fall!  

        Dave Cooper 

 

  

Cypripedium acaule on May 27
 

in the woods behind my house. 
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Tentative Program for 2021 (all talks will be held at 1:30 p.m.) 
 
June, July and August:  Summer break 

 
Upcoming Events 
 
Next year’s program is in the works. Leslie Ee will kick off the 2021-2022 season with a tantalizing 
talk on ‘Lure, the Lust and the Licentiousness of Black Orchids’. If you have suggestions or wishes 
for a specific topic to be covered at one of our meetings, please send your suggestions to Jean 
Hollebone as early as possible, as it takes time to arrange for speakers. 

 

Jean Hollebone (Program Chair)  

 
Virtual Show Table Update 
 
The Virtual Show Tables have been working very well, and you can see all the results in Spike each 
month as usual. It has also been encouraging to see how members have improved their 
photography skills in response to the helpful comments from our Photography judge Pat Boisvert. 
You can see his notes in the Photography page of our website at 
http://www.ottawaorchidsociety.com/photographing.html.  
 
At this time, we are not sure what the situation will be for the start of next season, but assuming we 
are still restricted from having face to face meetings, we will have our next Virtual Show Table in 
September. The rules will be the same as this past season, and the deadline for entries will be 
September 12th. You can send in your photos any time between Thursday, September 9th and 
Sunday, September 12th. 
 

Dave Cooper (orchidae@storm.ca) 
 
  

http://www.ottawaorchidsociety.com/photographing.html
mailto:orchidae@storm.ca
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Orchids Discussion Group Update 

The ODG meeting will be held once a month from 7:00-8:00 p.m. on Zoom (preregistration is 
required). Next month’s meeting will be held on July 21, 2021 at 7:00 p.m. The ODG will continue 
through the Summer.  
 
You may submit your questions or desired discussion topics to Pat Boisvert, our Conservation 
Chair (Pat.g.boisvert@gmail.com), ahead of time. Helen Nitschkie will email the question/topic list 
to OOS members one week before the ODG meeting date, along with the link for registration.  
 
For this event, registration will be open until one hour before the meeting starts. 
 
We hope you will enjoy participating in the ODG and can get back the community feel of our club.  
 
We look forward to seeing many of you at the next meeting. 

The OOS Board 
 
 
May Zoom OOS Meeting Recap  
 
A total of 50 (including myself) registered for the meeting on Sunday, May 18, 2021 with 45 actually 
attending. 
 

1. Jan Johns introduced the meeting protocols. Due to possible thunderstorms, if the link was 

lost, attendees were instructed to log back on to the same meeting link. (All was well – no  

Wi-Fi issues). 

2. Dave Cooper introduced the lengthy agenda for this meeting. 

3. Jean Hollebone introduced our speaker, Tom Etheridge from Oregon who spoke about 

both Odontoglossums and Masdevallias. Pat Boisvert asked the many questions that were entered 

in chat. Jean thanked Tom for a wonderful talk. 

4. Judges who were present judged the Virtual Orchid Show Table for this month. There 

were 33 entries from 20 different members. Thanks to all who sent in pictures, to Dave 

Cooper for putting it together and to the judges for making it such a success. André 

Couture, Jean Hollebone, Joyce Medcalf and Pat Boisvert spoke about the entries.  

Marie-Josée Bergeron and Scott de Vito were unable to join the meeting. At the end, the 

Member’s Choice Award was chosen by poll. See pages 15-21 for the results. 

Congratulations to all the ribbon winners.   

 

 

mailto:Pat.g.boisvert@gmail.com
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5. The Chair of the Awards Committee, Henry Steger announced the Awards given to our 

esteemed colleagues:  

 
Bev Burtnyk received the Orchid Digest Diamond Award in 
recognition of her contribution of plants, her leadership in the 
Orchid Society Display for Orchidophilia and her contribution as 
Spike Editor and Facebook moderator for many years. Bev was at 
the meeting and was thrilled to receive the “unexpected” award. 

 
 
 
Michael Barker received the Certificate of Excellence for his 
commitment to looking after set-up and take-down for 
Orchidophilia for many years and his negotiations to keep costs 
down and the Show going. Michael could not attend the meeting but 
will be sent the award. 

 
Joyce Medcalf received the Lifetime Achievement Award. Marilyn Light, a member 

of the Awards Committee gave a moving 
presentation on Joyce’s many accomplishments 
(photos of Joyce provided by Marilyn Light). 
She has supported the OOS Board, events and 
members for many, many years. She still 
astounds us with her award-winning 
Pleurothallids and displays. She is the Chair of the 
Toronto Judging Centre, sits on the American 
Orchid Society, and is our Canadian Orchid 
Congress representative. She is a role model for 
willingly sharing her expertise with others in our 
Society and in others. 
 
 

 
 
 
Congratulations to all our Award Winners and many 
thanks to the members of the Awards Committee. 
  

Joyce Medcalf won the COC trophy for 

her exhibit at an Ottawa Show. 

Pleurothallis omoglossa ‘Hill 

Island’ CBR/CCM/CCE/AOS. Joyce 
received the Hans Bode Trophy at the 
Ottawa Show, Orchidophilia 2016. 
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6. The Biennial Election was held. Janet Johns, Chair of the Nominating Committee first 

thanked Dave Cooper for his many years as President and the great job he has done for us 

all. She then requested nominations from the floor three times. There was no response. By 

poll, 31 of the 32 remaining at the meeting voted “Yes” to accepting the acclaimed 

Executive:  President, Jan Johns; Vice-President, Vacant; Treasurer, Doug Vye; 

Secretary, Pam McLennan.   

 

Jan thanked Dave Cooper for his excellent service as President for many years and indicated 

that she was very glad he was remaining on the Board as Past President and that she 

appreciated his support. She thanked Pam and Doug for being willing to continue in their 

positions. 

 

7. Jan Johns thanked members of the OOS Committee who were stepping down from the 

Board this year:   

 

Helen Nitschkie is taking retirement from Membership. She and Conrad were 
thanked for their many years of service, and it was noted that Helen has been 
Membership Chair twice!  She will continue as Chair of Admissions for our next 
Orchid Show – and we hope she and Janet Johns will continue as our “Party Girls”, 
organizing dinners and events once we are able to be meeting face-to-face once again. 

 
Janet Johns will be stepping down from the OOS Board as Past President. Dave 
Cooper will step into that role. She is also retiring from her role as Co-Chair of the 
Show.  She has served for many years (see page 14) in many roles on the Board and 
was thanked for her years of service with a slide show remembering those events and 
her wonderful winning orchids. You just had to be there!  

 
8. Margaret Haydon, our Orchid Doctor, gave a brief talk on scale – the different kinds, how to 

prevent them and how to get rid of them. There were many questions. See pages 25-27 for 

more information. 

 

9. Dave thanked everyone and said that he looked forward to being Past President, the Show 

Chair and Webmaster in the future and gave several updates. 

 
a. Next Year’s Meetings:  We are hoping to be in face-to-face meetings at some point 

next year, however, it is doubtful if this will occur in the Fall. We do need to look at the 

possibility of moving our meetings as the Tom Brown Arena may not be available. We  
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also want to investigate the possibility of live-streaming our meetings for those who 

cannot attend in Ottawa. 

b. Looking for Volunteers with Technical Expertise:  We are looking for volunteers 

with a technical background to assist us with a small committee to investigate this 

possibility. Please contact Jan Johns janet.johns@sympatico.ca if you are able to assist. 

c. New Membership Chair:  While we are sorry to lose Helen Nitschkie as Membership 

Chair, we are delighted to welcome Jennie McCloskey who is willing to volunteer in this 

position. Your next email from OOS will be from Jennie jenjm777@gmail.com. Please 

watch for it. Thanks Jennie. 

d. New Facebook/Instagram Volunteer:  We are also delighted to welcome another 

volunteer – Jenna Rintoul. Jenna will take over Facebook and Instagram from  

Marie-Josée Bergeron who has kindly looked after this for a couple of years. Jenna 

mentioned that she would be happy to put your orchid pictures up this summer. If you 

do not have a Facebook account, you can send them to her at jennarintoul@gmail.com  

e. Purdon Fen:  Jean Hollebone mentioned that if the COVID-19 lockdown was lifted 

when the Queen’s Showy Lady’s Slippers bloom at Purdon Fen, she would be glad to 

organize a walk following current pandemic protocols. The open hours are usually posted 

on the Purdon Fen website.  

You can contact her by email jean@hollebone.ca (see page 16). 

f. Orchids Discussion Group:  Pat indicated that this has been a successful way for a 

small group to meet and talk about what we love – orchids. This will continue in the 

summer as long as there is interest in attending. The next ODG meeting will be in 

Wednesday, June 9. 

g. Spike:  Sabina Gupta mentioned that the June Issue of Spike would be the last before 

September. However, feel free to send pictures or anything you are doing with orchids 

over the summer and she will find a place in the June or September Spike. Send your 

information and/or pics to sabs_ca@yahoo.com.  

h. Happy Summer:  Dave wished us all a very happy summer and hoped to see everyone 

in September. 

 

Jan Johns (Vice President) 

 

 

 
Photo by:  Jan Johns 

mailto:janet.johns@sympatico.ca
mailto:jenjm777@gmail.com
mailto:jennarintoul@gmail.com
mailto:jean@hollebone.ca
mailto:sabs_ca@yahoo.com
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Thank You – Award Committee 

We thank our Awards Committee Chair, Henry Steger, together with committee members Angèle 
Biljan, André Couture, Arlene Lang, Marilyn Light and Barbara Wysocka for seeking nominations 
and applying the Awards Criteria (OOS Awards.pdf (ottawaorchidsociety.com)) to select the 
following Award Winners (2019-2021). These Award Winners are role models in our Society and 
we are most grateful for their continued service. These awards were presented virtually during our 
May Zoom Meeting and then mailed to the recipients.  

We appreciate that many more members offer their time and effort to making the Ottawa Orchid 
Society a great place to learn about, talk about and nurture orchids whether in our homes or in the 
wild. Without all of these volunteers, our Society would not flourish. Thank you to all who 
volunteer. If you think of someone who should be recognized in the future, make a note of their 
accomplishments, watch for the Awards Committee request for nominations for the 2021-2022 
season and send your nominations in. 

Visit Members Awards (ottawaorchidsociety.com) to see other members who have received 
Awards in the past. Let us hope that next year the presentation will be in person. 

 

  

Rhyncolaelia digbiana 
Photo by:  Angèle Biljan 

http://www.ottawaorchidsociety.com/OOS%20Awards.pdf
http://www.ottawaorchidsociety.com/member_awards.html
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2020-2021 Award Recipients 

Lifetime Achievement Award 

Joyce Medcalf, who is granted this award, has distinguished herself over many years by 
consistently contributing to the achievement of the Society’s objectives. This Award carries a 
lifetime membership to the Society. 

Joyce has won awards for personal displays in Ottawa, including 14 COC Awards for Best Display 
by an OOS Member, and for Best Visiting Orchid Society exhibits at out-of-town Shows where she 
set up the display. She has garnered 25 AOS plant awards. For her Pleurothallis omoglossa ‘Hill Island’ 
CBR/CCM/CCE/AOS, Joyce received the Hans Bode Trophy at the Ottawa Show, Orchidophilia 
2016. 
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2020-2021 Award Recipients 

Orchid Digest Diamond Award 

Bev Burtnyk 

The award is granted to a member for his/her continued effort in support of one or many activities 
of the OOS over a number of years.  
 
“In recognition of Bev Burtnyk’s steadfast support of the Ottawa Orchid Society, her contribution 
of plants to the many Orchid Shows by the Ottawa Society, her leadership in the set-up of the 
Society’s display at its Show, and her contributions in communications and education by serving as 
Editor of Spike and moderator of the Society’s Facebook Page for several years. She is someone 
whose efforts are an example for members to follow.” 
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2020-2021 Award Recipients 

Certificate of Excellence Award 

Michael Barker is the recipient of this new award, which recognises a member who has made a 
significant contribution to the Society. 
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To Our ‘Retiring’ OOS Board Members – Thank You 

 

Helen Nitschkie 
 

Helen is stepping down from the OOS Board as 
Membership Chair. She has held this position twice – from 
2019 to 2021 and in the past from 2013 to 2015.  Together 
with her son Conrad, she has brought us into the 21st 
Century using Square for payment at meetings, at the 
Show, and online. Anyone who knows Helen realizes what 
an asset she has been with our new members. She is willing 
to chat on the phone or on email to look after everyone’s 
needs. We thank Helen and Conrad for their service and we 
are very thankful she will be staying on as Admission Chair 
when we are back to our Show! 
 
Janet Johns 
 
Janet Johns first joined the board in May of 1984 – she has been a member for 37 years! During 

that time, she has served in many positions on the OOS Board: 

 Membership 2004-2006 

 Secretary 2007-2014 

 Secretary Treasurer 2011-2012 

 Treasurer 2011-2012 

 President 2015 

 Past president 2017-2020 

 Show Co-Chair 2014-2019 

 

She also served as a volunteer since 2000 at our Orchid Show. In 2017, she 
was awarded the Diamond Award for her many contributions. She has been 
generous with her hospitality, often accommodating our speakers in her 
home and sharing the wonders of her greenhouse with OOS members. She 
has also been generous in sharing her expertise in orchid growing. She has 
won many awards for her displays and her stunning orchids. 
 
She was determined to make the OOS a fun place to be, and with Helen Nitschkie, she has 
organized many dinners and events for all to enjoy. We hope the party girls will continue with their 
social efforts, and we thank Janet for her long service as she takes retirement to finally just enjoy 
the speakers and connecting with her orchid friends. 

Janet with her Cattleya in 2016 

Janet making people 
happy with the raffle 

Helen at a Show next to the exhibit 
she put together 
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May Virtual Show Table Results 

 

MAY 2021 SHOW TABLE RIBBON WINNERS 

ALLIANCE MEMBER’S NAME NAME OF PLANT 
RIBBON 
AWARD  

Cattleya Alliance  
Judged by  
Joyce Medcalf 

Bev Burtnyk Rhyncattleanthe Shinfong Little Sun ‘Youngmin Golden 
Boy’ AM/AOS (Cattlianthe Golden Girl x 
Rhyncattleanthe Taida Love Star) 

1st 

Sabina Gupta Cattleya lueddemanniana var. tipo 2nd-1 
Geraldine Hebert Guarianthe (Syn. Cattleya) aurantiaca  2nd-2 

Robert St-Jean Cattleya mossiae var. coerulea ‘Precocious’ x C. 
mossiae var. coerulea ‘7834-1’ 

3rd 

Dendrobium Alliance  
Judged by  
Scott de Vito 

Janet Lang Dendrobium bracteosum 1st 

Bev Burtnyk Dendrobium SOOS Celebrates 50 (Dendrobium 
aberrans x Dendrobium Little Atro) 

2nd-1 

Tommy Wingreen Dendrobium Ueang Pheung (Dendrobium jenkinsii x 
Dendrobium lindleyi Syn. aggregatum) 

2nd-2 
 

Ginette St-Laurent Dendrobium aggregatum 3rd-1 
 

Marie-Josée Bergeron Dendrobium NOID  3rd-2 
Oncidium Alliance 
Judged by  
Marie-Josée Bergeron 

Jan Johns Miltoniopsis Ambre’s Charm ‘Cream Puff’ AM/AOS 
(Miltoniopsis Ambre x Miltoniopsis Lynne Waihee)  

1st 

Jenna Rintoul Wilsonara Sweet Baby Caramel  2nd 
Phalaenopsis Alliance 
Judged by  
André Couture 

Phalaenopsis NOID 

Magdalena Gawronska Phalaenopsis NOID 1st 
Jenna Rintoul Phalaenopsis NOID 2nd 

Jane Thompson Phalaenopsis NOID 3rd 
Phalaenopsis Species and Hybrids 

Ann Smutylo Phalaenopsis Miki Spirit (Phalaenopsis Little Gem 
Stripes x Phalaenopsis Surf Song) x Phalaenopsis Salu 
Peoker 

1st 

Monique Savard Phalaenopsis cornu-cervi f. chattaladae 2nd 

Marilyn Light Phalaenopsis Liu’s Berry (Phalaenopsis Eduardo 
Quisumbing x Phalaenopsis parishii) 

3rd 

Pleurothallid Alliance 
Judged by  
Marie Josée Bergeron 

Joyce Medcalf Pleurothallis erythrium 1st 

Joyce Medcalf Pleurothallis microcardia 2nd 
Vanda Alliance  
Judged by  
Marie-Josée Bergeron 

Joyce Medcalf Sarcochilus (Zoe ‘Pink Edge’ x Cherie Dawn ‘Pink 
Patterns’) 

1st 

Miscellaneous  
Judged by  
Jean Hollebone 

Sabina Gupta Angulocaste Olympus 1st 

Marilyn Light Coelogyne chloroptera ‘Leprechaun’ CHM/AOS 2nd 
Monique Savard Maxillaria tenuifolia  3rd-1 

Suvarna Desai Maxillaria tenuifolia 3rd-2 
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MAY 2021 VIRTUAL SHOW TABLE RIBBON WINNERS 

ALLIANCE MEMBER’S NAME NAME OF PLANT 
RIBBON 
AWARD  

Photography  
Judged by  
Pat Boisvert 

Advanced 
Tommy Wingreen Dendrobium Ueang Pheung (Dendrobium jenkinsii x 

Dendrobium lindleyi Syn. aggregatum) 
1st 

Ginette St-Laurent Dendrobium aggregatum 2nd 
General 

Janet Lang  
(Photo by Arlene Lang) Dendrobium bracteosum 

1st 

Tommy Wingreen Rhyncholaeliocattleya Golden Circle 
{(Rhyncholaeliocattleya Goldenzelle x Cattleya Circle 
of Life) x Rhyncholaeliocattleya Loud Nine 
(Rhyncholaeliocattleya Rubescence x Cattleya 
Orpetii)} 

2nd 

Best of Show Table Joyce Medcalf Pleurothallis erythrium 

Member’s Choice  
by Poll 

Sabina Gupta Angulocaste Olympus 

 

 

Thank You to Jean Hollebone 
 

This is a special Thank You note to Jean Hollebone for ensuring that everyone has received their 
ribbons for their award winning orchids submitted to the Virtual Show Table through these trying 
times. This is a huge undertaking that Jean has effortlessly carried out by herself. There is nothing 
more encouraging to novice growers than to start a pile of ribbons, one that will hopefully be 
higher than the tags from our dead orchid mistakes. Thanks for your dedication to this task, Jean! 
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Photography Awards - General 

Janet Lang  

(Photo by:   Arlene Lang) 

Dendrobium bracteosum 1
st
 

Tommy Wingreen Rhyncholaeliocattleya Golden Circle {(Rhyncholaeliocattleya Goldenzelle 
x Cattleya Circle of Life) x Rhyncholaeliocattleya Loud Nine 

(Rhyncholaeliocattleya Rubescence x Cattleya Orpetii)} 

2
nd

 

Member’s Choice Best of Show Table 

Photography Awards - General 

1
st
 

2
nd

 

Pleurothallis erythrium 

Joyce Medcalf 

1st 1
st
 

Angulocaste Olympus  

Sabina Gupta 

1
st
 

2
nd
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Photography Awards - Adv anced 

Tommy Wingreen Dendrobium Ueang Pheung (Dendrobium jenkinsii x Dendrobium lindleyi 
Syn. aggregatum) 

1st 

Ginette St-Laurent Dendrobium aggregatum 2nd 

Pleurothallid Alliance 

Joyce Medcalf Pleurothallis erythrium 1
st
 

Joyce Medcalf Pleurothallis microcardia 2
nd

 

Vanda Alliance 

Joyce Medcalf Sarcochilus (Zoe ‘Pink Edge’ x 

Cherie Dawn ‘Pink Patterns’) 

1
st
  

Pleurothallid Alliance 

1st 

1
st
 Photography Awards - Advanced 

1
st
 

2
nd

 

1
st
 2

nd
 

Vanda Alliance 

1
st
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Phalaenopsis Species and hybrids 

Ann Smutylo Phalaenopsis Miki Spirit (Phalaenopsis Little Gem Stripes x Phalaenopsis Surf Song) x 

Phalaenopsis Salu Peoker 

1
st
 

Monique Sav ard Phalaenopsis cornu-cervi f. chattaladae 2
nd

 

Marilyn Light Phalaenopsis Liu’s Berry (Phalaenopsis Eduardo Quisumbing x Phalaenopsis parishii) 3
rd

 

Phaleonopsis NOID 

Magdalena Gaw ronska Phalaenopsis NOID 1
st
  

Jenna Rintoul Phalaenopsis NOID 2
nd

   

Jane Thompson Phalaenopsis NOID 3
rd

  

Oncidium Alliance 

Jan Johns Miltoniopsis Ambre’s Charm ‘Cream Puff’ 

AM/AOS (Miltoniopsis Ambre x Miltoniopsis 
Lynne Waihee)  

1
st
 

Jenna Rintoul Wilsonara Sweet Baby Caramel  2
nd

 

1st 

Phalaenopsis Alliance 

1
st
 2

nd
 3

rd
 

1
st
 

2
nd

 

3
rd

 

1
st
 2

nd
 

Oncidium Alliance 
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Cattleya Alliance 

Bev  Burtnyk Rhyncattleanthe Shinfong Little Sun ‘Youngmin Golden Boy’ AM/AOS  (Cattlianthe Golden Girl x 

Rhyncattleanthe Taida Lov e Star) 

1
st
 

Sabina Gupta Cattleya lueddemanniana v ar. tipo 2
nd-1

 

Geraldine Hebert Guarianthe (Syn. Cattleya) aurantiaca  2
nd-2

 

Robert St-Jean Cattleya mossiae v ar. coerulea ‘Precocious’ x C. mossiae v ar. coerulea ‘7834-1’ 3
rd

 

Dendrobium Alliance 

Janet Lang Dendrobium bracteosum 1
st
 

Bev  Burtnyk Dendrobium SOOS Celebrates 50 (Dendrobium aberrans x Dendrobium Little Atro) 2
nd-1

 

Tommy Wingreen Dendrobium Ueang Pheung (Dendrobium jenkinsii x Dendrobium lindleyi Syn. aggregatum) 2
nd-2

 

Ginette St-Laurent Dendrobium aggregatum 3
nd-1

 

Marie-Josée Bergeron Dendrobium NOID 3
nd-2

 

Cattleya Alliance 

1
st
 

2
nd-1

 

2
nd-2

 
3

rd
 

1
st
 2

nd-1
 2

nd-2
 

3
rd-2

 3
rd-1

 

Dendrobium Alliance 
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Miscelleneous  

Sabina Gupta Angulocaste Olympus 1
st
 

Marilyn Light Coelogyne chloroptera ‘Leprechaun’ CHM/AOS 2
nd

 

Monique Sav ard Maxillaria tenuifolia  3
rd-1

 

Suv arna Desai Maxillaria tenuifolia 3
rd-2

 

Miscellaneous  

1
st
 

2
nd

 

3
rd-1

 

3
rd-2
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Odontoglossums and a Little on Masdevallias 
 

Speaker and Author:  Tom Etheridge   
 

Summary of an excellent talk given to the Ottawa Orchid Society on May 16, 2021 transcribed by Jan Johns 
(with apologies to Tom for not doing his talk justice!) 

 
The Odontoglossums are very colourful and floriferous group. 
The modern hybrids have many colours, patterns and long-
lasting flowers. The older hybrids are just as awardable 
today as they were when first hybridized. They are cool 
growers. 
 
One issue with this group is the naming of the orchids. 
Although they are all quite identifiable, and there are still 
special awards for Odontoglossums, like many other groups, 
the taxonomy has changed – Odontoglossums are now 
considered to be Oncidiums since the DNA of both is very 
close. However, it can be confusing if trying to match new and old names. For instance, 
Odontoglossum crispum is now called Oncidium alexandrae. 
 
There are three species of note in this group (new names in parenthesis): 

 Odontoglossum crispum (Oncidium alexandrae) 

 Odontoglossum nobile (Oncidium Pescatorei) 

 Odontoglossum harryanum (Oncidium harryanum) 

The first two prefer 10°C at night with a maximum of 22°C during the day, which means they are 
difficult to grow. 
 
History 

 
These spectacular plants were found in the jungles of 
Colombia in the 1800’s. However, there was difficulty 
hybridizing these collected plants in the west until it was 
recognized that after hand-pollination, seeds could be grown 
around the roots of the plants collected from the jungle. 
Several with tetraploidy were developed which produced 
huge long-lasting flowers. Odontoglossum crispum was the 
favourite for the new white weddings introduced during the 
reign of Queen Victoria long before white phalaenopsis 

became the orchid of choice. To keep them white, they were bred  
Odontoglossum ardentissimum 

Photo by:  Tom Etheridge 

Odontioda Ja Jolla Passion ‘Benton’ HCC/AOS 

Photo by:  Tom Etheridge 



23 
 

 
 

 
to remove the colours. The older coloured varieties have now been lost but are still evident in 
pictures from the Horticultural Societies 1885-1930. For these older hybrids, there was one grex in 
almost all of them:  Odontoglossum Georgius Rex developed in 1913. This is now gone. There have 
been attempts to recreate it, but without much success. 
 
Progress in development of Odontoglossums stopped due to two World Wars during which many 
European greenhouses and their contents were destroyed or shut down. There have been ongoing 
issues in Colombia, where the growing area coincides with coca (cocaine) growth making the areas 
unreachable. In addition, there are very few areas in the USA where cool -growing plants are happy 
and can thrive. They are used to the cool humid cloud forests of the Andes. 
 
Despite this, there is some recent movement. New hybrids are surprisingly little changed over 100 
years. The patterns have not changed, there are more reds, and a slightly better lip. While yellows 
have not changed much, the orange flowers have changed and are not as bright as the older 
versions. There are new hybrids with the Odm. nobile in the background-Black & Whites with strong 
patterns (Odm. Black Diamond 2006, Odm. Roy Wittwer ‘Mary’s Peak’ 2003).  
 
Tom took the time to show us his outstanding greenhouse and illustrated his talk with his own 
plants that he brought to the screen for us to see. These are all big bloomers with lovely sprays. He 
also showed us his Masdevallias which grow under similar conditions. Some of these can get quite 
big and are generous bloomers. Tom recommends them to us and indicates that as they are from a 
similar area, growing conditions are similar too. The pictures on his Facebook page are stunning. 
 
Growing Conditions and Culture (for both Odontoglossums and Masdevallias) 
 
Light:  500-2000 fc but make sure the light is cool and it should not heat them up. 
 
Temperature:  50 °F (10°C) during the night, 65-75°F (18-24°C) during the day. A slightly higher 
day temperature is ok as long as the humidity is high, but there must be a cool off period during the 
night. Normal house temperatures (20-25°C) are too high at night. 
 
Water:  These orchids like to be moist at all times (not wet-just moist). 
 
Humidity:  At least 60% 
 
Fertilizer:  Little needed, very weak when used 
 
Water:  Sensitive to dissolved solids. Generally use water with 30-50 ppm DS; with fertilizer, the 
maximum should be up to 150 ppm TDS only 
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Repotting:  Use coir or sponge rock (keeps moisture and aerates) and sphagnum moss. Repot in 
the fall when new growth is 2 inches long. Put the front growth back into a 6-inch pot. They will 
sulk when being repotted as they are epiphytes and like to be pot bound. 
 
First Aid:  They are susceptible to aphids, scale (which requires a systemic approach), slugs and 
snails. These can be removed. They are also susceptible to Botrytis . They need good air circulation 
to prevent this and other fungal infections. This is always a necessity for highly humid, moist- 
growing areas. 
 
They can be grown in a shady spot outside but must be kept moist. Watch for aphids and slugs.  
They can be grown inside in an East or North window with appropriate humidity and circulation. 
 
Greenhouse:  Tom has his greenhouse roof vent north and has shade. He uses foggers and misters 
for cooling. It is possible to use evaporative cooling pads for a passive cooling system. 
 
We thank Tom for an excellent presentation. He has shared his email for our members who have 
any questions. His email address is rollyridge@gmail.com. Please ask specific questions.  
 

 

  

about:blank
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Orchid Doctor 

 

Scale Insect Summary 
 

By Margaret Haydon 
(Presented at Ottawa Orchid Society Meeting, May 16, 2021) 

 
Scale infestation of orchids is a real challenge for orchid growers. They have sucking mouth parts, 
because of which Scale can act as a vector for transmitting plant viruses. 
 
A recent source indicates there are at least 27 known species of Scale. The most common ones are: 

- Soft Brown Scale 

- Elongate Soft Scale 

- Boisduval (Armoured) Scale 

 
Female Adult Brown Scale appear as light yellow to dark brown oval to circular shells, male adult 
Brown Scale develop wings.  
 
Female Adult Boisduval (Armoured) Scale look similar to Brown Scale, possibly with lighter 
coloured shells. Immature Boisduval Scale form aggregates with white, fuzzy appearance and male 
adult Boisduval Scale produce armoured shells. 
 
Scale shells can be found on: 

- orchid leaves 

- pseudobulbs 

- flower segments 

- rhizomes 

- roots 

 
Scale Insect Lifecycle:  
 
Scale have a relatively short lifecycle ranging from 2 weeks to 1 month. Adult females lay their eggs 
under their shells. 
 
IMPORTANT:  The female’s shell protects the eggs, even if the adult female is killed! 
 
When nymphs hatch from eggs, they are very mobile and can crawl to various parts of the orchid 
plant, and to other plants. Once the nymphs begin to feed, female nymphs develop a protective 
shell that enlarges as they grow and male nymphs develop wings and start flying to other plants.  
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Male Boisduval Scale initially produce fuzzy white material, which is followed by the development 
of an armoured shell at maturity. 
 
Scale Insect Symptoms on Orchids: 
 
What to watch for: 

1. Small, circular shells on orchid leaves, etc. 

2. Fuzzy colonies of immature male Boisduval Scale at the base of leaves or on pseudobulbs. 

3. Orchid leaves may yellow, wilt, and drop; plants may have poor vigor (also other causes for 

plants not doing well). 

4. Check:  

-underside of leaves 

-along leaf edges 
-along main leaf rib 
-behind dried bracts around pseudobulbs, leaves and stems, 
-in flowers and on infloresences 
 

Management/Treatment of Plants Infected with Scale Insect: 
 
First Step:  Mechanical removal of Scales. Remember, female shells hide lots of eggs, even if the 
female adult is dead! 
 

-Wash the plants under lukewarm water, and even a mild dish detergent may be used 
-Peel off old dry bracts and clean well beneath 
-soft Q-tip is better than a toothbrush 

(One may become a “Typhoid Mary” by spreading viruses to other plants using a toothbrush!) 
 
I have used multiple treatments (10 – 14 days apart): 
 

-NEEM OIL with a little mild dish detergent and warm water to melt the Neem Oil, shake 

spray bottle. (You may wish to use a hot water bath to keep the spray bottle warm.) 

-REPOTTING into clean pots and fresh media (after several treatments) 

-LISTERINE ORIGINAL MOUTHWASH with a little mild dish detergent 

 
I have no experience with: 
 

1. ENDOL (Safer’s product containing pyrethrin) 

2. HORTICULTURAL OIL or DORMANT OIL spray (would expect it to smother insects) 

3. References recommend systemic pesticides but I don’t use these 
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Second Step:  Isolation 
 
I cannot stress enough the importance of isolating. Isolate all infected plants & all new plants. 
 
Many years ago I had purchased a large number of Phalaenopsis seedlings (4 trays, 1 foot x 2 feet) 
and after 1 year in isolation plus many washings, treatments and a number of repottings, I still 
found a couple of Scale insects. I kept these plants in isolation for a total of 2 years before I was 
confident to move them to my basement growing area. 

 
Thanks to Jan Johns for putting up a photo of Boisduval Scale Insects and a photo of the 
enlargement of the adults. 
 
References: (for pest, diseases and culture) 
1. The American Orchid Society Guide to Orchids and Their Culture, M.F. Gerritsen, R. Parsons, 
Ed. S. Svoboda, 2018. (book) 
2. American Orchid Society (www.aos.org) 
3. Canadian Orchid Congress (www.canadianorchidcongress.ca) 

 
 

Visit to Purdon Fen 
 

I visited Purdon Fen on June 6. The Cypripediums are about 23-30 cm high 
(12-16"). There is no sign yet of flower spikes or buds. However, the plants 
are in excellent condition, foliage is perfect, no signs of pests and the plants 
look healthy and vigorous. I am assuming that it may be two more weeks 
before the blooms occur and the week of June 20 may be the best week for 
personal visits. If we have a burst of very hot weather they may bloom 
earlier. I saw no other orchids but the pitcher plants are currently in bloom 
and will likely be fading as the orchids start to bloom.  
 
For those who wish to visit Purdon Fen, the conservation area is open 

for limited visits along the boardwalk with certain restrictions: 
 

 Visitors must wear a mask, and keep a 6 feet distance from others. 

 Visitors must follow the posted signage instructions at the entrance, stay on the boardwalk 
and proceed in the direction indicated.  

 Families of up to 5 people are acceptable but must follow the mask and social distance rules. 

 Only 25 people are allowed on the Boardwalk at a time. This may be difficult to estimate 
unless the MVCA has someone who will monitor visitors’ presence.  

 If you go, park in the lower parking lot as the upper entrance may be cordoned off. 

http://www.aos.org/
http://www.canadianorchidcongress.ca/
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Other considerations: 
 

 To avoid crowds, if you are going, plan to visit early in the morning 
before 11 a.m. on a weekday. 

 Restrooms are closed and the picnic area is cordoned off. The MVCA 
has indicated that they do not want visitors to picnic in the area.  

 Picking of flowers is forbidden.  

 Mosquitoes were plentiful, so if you go, bring bug spray and wear 
appropriate clothing.   

 Also remember that Purdon is a long distance from a gas station (Lanark 
or Perth) so make sure your gas tank has enough gas. We have had 
incidents in the past.  

 The MVCA website has a good map to the fen.  
 
If this sounds too restrictive, remember that next year, we will probably be able to visit without 
COVID-19 restrictions. The plants will still be there, blooming again and just as beautiful!  
 
As it stands, three members have indicated an interest in visiting the Fen. If the weather holds, I 
am planning for a trip on Sunday morning of June 20. I can take one more person in my car, but if 
you are interested in going, it is best that you choose your own time and make your own party 
of less than 5. Also, I have unfortunately misplaced the name of one individual who wished to 
come, if he could please call me with his name again. Thank you.  
 

Jean Hollebone 
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Editor’s Wrap 
 

Happy Father’s Day! We have come to the end of another exciting 
but unusual season in our Orchid Society’s history. None of us 
would have ever anticipated times like these in our lifetimes. But 
here we are, we went through it by staying together, by embracing 
the challenges with creativity and teamwork, and by adapting to the 
quickly changing world around us. While the worst is behind us, the 
road ahead is still uncertain. But I ask, does it matter now? We did it 
once and we will do it again by staying and working together. I just 

got my first vaccination shot a couple of days ago and most I speak to have had their first shot as 
well. That gives me hope that it is just a little while longer and we should be able to hold our in-
person meetings. Cheers to the good times ahead. 
 
I have now completed one full season as the Editor of your newsletter. Time flew! Guess what? I 
absolutely loved all of it! I got to know some of you better, I learnt a ton about my orchids, and I 
also realised that I can grow Show-worthy orchids! More importantly, my writing has gotten better 
. I look forward to another exciting season with you all. 
 
I take this opportunity to thank our Board Members for their hard work and commitment. They 
are really a cool bunch to work with! Thanks to our outgoing/retiring members. I admire you for 
your long and dedicated service to our Society. Thanks to our Award Winning members too! As 
Jan Johns puts it, you are our role models. Your dedication to the Society is truly inspiring.  
 
Thanks to our orchid mentors – Joyce Medcalf, Jan Johns, Patrick Boisvert, Jean Hollebone, 
Margaret Haydon and Marilyn Light. Thanks to our Show Table judges and to all members for 
your prompt participation in Virtual Show Tables by sending the photos of your orchids. By now, 
you all may have received your plants from online orders. Thanks to Jean Hollebone and André 
Couture for organising the group plant orders. It is an onerous job and I admire them for taking 
those intiatives for the Society.  
 
Thank you Arlene Lang for your wonderful support as the Spike proof-reader. I look forward to 
and enjoy our little chats while finalising Spike, and I look forward to meeting you in person soon.  
 
Don’t forget to take photos of your outdoor/indoor activities with your orchids this summer. Take 
the photos of your summer blooming orchids too. Send your photos to me by August 15, 2021 at 
sabs_ca@yahoo.com. I will include them in the September Spike.  
 
Have a wonderful summer. See you in September! 

Sabina Gupta (Editor, Spike Newsletter) 

mailto:sabs_ca@yahoo.com

