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Cover Photo: Joyce Medcalf with the Hans J. Bode Award.
This trophy was generously donated by Hans Bode, a founding
member of the Society, and is awarded annually at Orchidophilia to
the best plant grown by an amateur member of the Ottawa Orchid
Society.
Note: There is no OOS meeting in June, July, or August.
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Cover Photo Credit Arlene Lang

President’s Message
Hi Everyone,
I hope you enjoyed the talk on Guarianthe
aurantiaca given by Laura Bonnell at the
May meeting. I certainly found it interesting
to have a somewhat different perspective,
from the point of view of AOS judging and
awards.
This was the last meeting of the season,
and thanks to André for arranging the programs for all the meetings
throughout the year.
I was happy to see a lot of members attended the OOS dinner at the
Yangtze Restaurant on May 26. It was especially good to meet some of
our new members – there never seems to be enough time to chat at
the monthly meetings. We are hoping to make this an annual event
since it is so popular. Thanks to Janet and Helen for arranging
everything so efficiently!
I wish everyone a good summer and I hope to see you again in
September.

Visiting Purdon Fen
Now is the time that the pink lady
slipper Cypripedium reginae is set to bloom at
Purdon Fen near Lanark.
For exact blooming times please check the
Mississippi Valley Conservation Authority web
site, mvc.on.ca/places-to-see/purdon/.
Last Sunday's report indicated that the blooms
were at 5%, so I suggest that a good time to visit
may be next weekend, June 23-24, or any time during the week.
I am planning to be at the Fen on Saturday, June 23, from 11:00 am to
noon (unless it is a HEAVY rain day). If anyone wants a tour, I will be
there to answer questions and show you some of the other orchids and
plants that inhabit this beautiful spot.
Two notes of caution: (1) It is always buggy unless there is a strong
wind. Bring insect repellent. (2) Please remember that it is a distance
from Perth and Lanark, so make sure you have enough gas in the tank
of your car. (We have had close calls in the past.)
There are picnic tables by the lower (second) parking lot. It is a great
place for a picnic, but you have to bring food and drink as there are no
stores nearby.
A map is available at the MVCA web site. Please use it as it is
accurate. Some of the other web site maps posted have incorrect
guidance.

3

Seeking an Editor for Spike
Your Society Wants to hear from you!
Aurora has been doing a great job editing Spike this season, but she
feels she will not have enough time available to continue next season.
This is a very important role for the Society and we are therefore
looking for someone to take over as Editor starting with the September
issue.
You do need some experience with word processing (Word, Publisher
or similar), but you do not need to be an orchid expert! A lot of the
detailed input comes from other members of the society, and the
Editor’s job is to organize everything and put it together, so it flows well.
If you would be interested in this position, please contact
Dave Cooper at orchidae@storm.ca, or 613-256-2853.

This month you will find a short questionnaire at the back of
Spike, and I would like to encourage all members to fill it in
(this means you!).
The intention is to collect thoughts and suggestions from
everyone, so the Board can make sure the society continues to be
well aligned with what members would like to see. It has been a
long time since we last asked members for their input and I am
sure many things have changed over the years!
The questionnaire has check boxes where you can just put an “X”,
as well as free format boxes where you can provide ideas and
suggestions.
Please write anything you like in the free format areas, and I
promise we will read every one of your suggestions!
We are also making an electronic copy available so that you have
the option to fill it out electronically or on paper, whichever you
prefer.

Thanks for your suggestions,
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Orchid Calendar

Summer 2018
•

5

Toronto Judging Center, Toronto Botanical Garden
▪ July 8, in conjunction with Toronto Orchid Fest
▪ August 4

•

Montreal Judging Centre, Montreal Botanical Garden
Judging starts at 1:00 PM
▪ July 21
▪ August 18

•

Toronto Orchid Fest
▪ July 8, Toronto Botanical Garden
▪ Guest Speaker: Robert Fuchs from RF Orchids,
Homestead, Florida (rforchids.com)
▪ Members interested in pre-ordering must contact
RF Orchids directly. The OOS will not be preordering for members.

Preview of the 2018-2019 Program

September
October

November
December
January
February
March
April
May

John Alexander
Wenqing Perner
(Hengduan Biotechnology
Nursery - China)
Glen Decker
(Piping Rock Orchids)
Christmas reception
Workshops
Auction
Peter Lin
(Big Leaf Orchids)
Ottawa Orchid Show
George Hatfield
(Hatfield Orchids)

OUTDOORS COLUMN
OrilliaMatters.com
© 2018 David J. Hawke
3490 Line 6 N, Coldwater, ON L0K 1E0 (705) 835-6213
david.hawke55@gmail.com
#OM-012 June 03, 2018
Our local woodlots, meadows and wetlands have
already been decorated with a wide variety of
wildflower blossoms, and it's only going to get better.
About 160 species of herbaceous plants and woody
plants have been attracting pollinators since late
March (starting with skunk cabbage which begins
flower production under the snow). By the end of June
over 200 species will be available for your viewing pleasure.
Having a weird but wonderful dedication to recording the blooming
dates of our local botany for the last 38 years, I find it interesting to
review the trends of when a species pops open, and for how long. The
spring bloomers have a real zig-zag track record as to first bloom,
depending on whether the spring weather is warm and early, cold and
late, wet or dry, filled with sunshine or shaded by endless cloud cover.
By example, red trillium blossoms have appeared as early as April 6
and as late as May 6. By the time we get to late May and early June the
start dates even out fairly consistently, becoming almost predictable.
Herb Robert, a pretty pink geranium found in woodlots everywhere,
appears May 25 (give or take a day or two), and yellow day lily opens
June 5.
What do these variable dates mean in the concept of climate change?
Not sure. Weather is one thing, climate is another. I have tried to graph
blooming dates against growing degree days (fancy way of saying how
warm and how fast the spring descended) but to no obvious pattern.
Species like coltsfoot and spring beauty seem to start their season just
whenever they jolly well feel like it, regardless of rain, sun or cloud
cover. Perhaps there is a correlation with blooming dates to a currently
unidentified factor, just not obvious yet.
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Trying to make note of when a particular species appears on the
landscape is both easy and challenging. The aforementioned red
trillium and its cousin the white, are unmistakable, often first noted
while driving at 80 kph (note that reds open 24 hours ahead of the
whites, always).
Not everyone is interested in all the mundane and boring blooms, but a
group of wildflowers that catches most everyone's attention is the
orchids. With Simcoe County being home to 28 orchid species, armies
of photographers and wildflower watchers comb the countryside each
year in search of these elusive blossoms.
June is the month of preference for most of the orchids, although a few
open up in May and couple wait for late summer. Within the orchid clan
are the lady's-slippers (ram's-head, stemless pink, yellow and showy),
each sporting a most delicate and beguiling blossom. The method for
their pollination is quite complex, with visiting insects required to
navigate internal corridors and push through chamber doors, it's a
wonder they get pollinated at all.
In fact few orchid blossoms ever do get cross-pollinated, with a patch of
say 10 plants having only one seed pod by the fall season. But inside
that pod will be thousands of itty-bitty, teeny tiny seeds. However, of all
those seeds, once dispersed by a dried and cracked pod to the wind
and rain, only one or two will actually germinate.
Orchids need a very precise water regime, a very precise sun-shade
ratio, a very narrow range of soil pH, and a very specific mycorrhizal
fungus that can weaken the coating of the fallen seed and allow the
new roots to begin. Thus finding an orchid is an awesome experience,
a moment to be savoured.
It's one thing to appreciate a wildflower's colourful display, but to really
get excited about these short-lived displays, take a magnifying loupe or
macro camera lens and get real up close and personal with a blossom.
The variety of shape, colour, texture, and function will amaze you.
Guaranteed.
Well, have to run, as just looked out the window and think I can see my
first dame's rocket of the year. So exciting.

BOARD OF DIRECTORS
If you have any suggestions, comments, thoughts or questions, please feel free to send any of us
an email. We would love to hear from you.

Check out our website:

OttawaOrchidSociety.com
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President/Webmaster
David Cooper
613-256-2853
orchidae@storm.ca

Treasurer
Doug Vye
613-722-6738
douglas.vye@sympatico.ca

Show Co-Chair
Janet Johns
613-749-0614
johnjns@sympatico.ca

Vice President
Manon Garrett
613-808-6581
manon.garrett@gmail.com

Membership/Publicity
Karina Isert
613-729-0175
k.c.isert@gmail.com

Show Co-Chair
Jan Johns
613-253-1996
janet.johns@sympatico.ca

Past President
Janet Johns
613-749-0614
johnjns@sympatico.ca

Program
André Couture
613-233-7335
andrec.couture@sympatico.ca

COC Representative
Joyce Medcalf
613-659-2760
jmedcalf@1000island.net

Secretary
Henriette Watkins
613-235-4570
watkinskc@sympatico.ca

AOS Representative
Margaret Haydon
613-825-0827
haydonm@rogers.com

Newsletter Editor
Currently Vacant

Conservation Chair
Currently Vacant

Mailing Address:
Ottawa Orchid Society
221 Glebe Ave.
Ottawa, ON K1S 2C8
Canada

OOS May Meeting

Guest Speaker & Judge, Laura Bonnell

A sweet treat to thank Show volunteers
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Presentation by Laura Bonnell

Presentation of Hans Bode Award by Janet Johns to Joyce Medcalf

Show Table Judging, Joyce Medcalf
assisted by Marcel Carrière

Show Table Judging, Laura Bonnell
assisted by Jean Hollebone and Marcel Carrière

Show Table Judging, André Couture
assisted by Jean Hollebone and Marcel Carrière
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Best of Show Table

Best of Show Table winner Joyce Medcalf
with her Pleurothallis bivalvis ‘Hill Island’ CHM/AOS
and the Hans Bode Award
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Member’s Choice

Member's Choice winner Angèle Biljan
with her Miltoniopsis Lila Fearneyhough
Member's Choice: Claude and Marie-Josée said that they chose this plant
for the large number of flowers.

OOS Show Table for May 20, 2018
Cattleya Alliance

1. Cattleya Tydea

3. Rhyncholaeliocattleya Joy Sokabe 'Volcano Queen'
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2. Cattleya Dominiana

4. Cattleya Shirayukihime

Cypripedium Alliance
Paphiopedilum

5. Paphiopedilum Aga'pe

6. Paphiopedilum Bel Royal 'Emperor'

7. Paphiopedilum callosum 'Nice & Tall' x
Paphiopedilum Hilo Leopard 'Spotted Master'
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Phragmipedium

8. Phragmipedium Wössner Supergrande

10. Phragmipedium Jacob Rothschild

9. Phragmipedium Leo Schordje
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Oncidium Alliance

11. Miltoniopsis Lila Fearneyhough

12. Oncostele Eye Candy 'Pinkie'
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13. Oncidium Nia Rose 'Sweet 16' HCC/AOS
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Dendrobium Alliance

14. Dendrobium Blue Twinkle
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15. Dendrobium Fuchs Blue Twist

Phalaenopsis

16. Phalaenopsis Yu Pin Polar Star

17. Phalaenopsis Zheng Min Oriole

18. Phalaenopsis Tying Shin Golden City 'TS-004' FCC/AOS

17

19. Phalaenopsis No Name Hybrid

21. Phalaenopsis No Name Hybrid

20. Phalaenopsis No Name Hybrid
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Lycaste

22. Lycaste Maria Liz

23. Angulocaste Olympus 'Sundown'

Pleurothallid Alliance

24. Pleurothallis bivalvis 'Hill Island' CHM/AOS
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Masdevallia

25. Masdevallia Angel Glow 'Mary Jean Poetz' AM/AOS
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Miniature

26. Specklinia grobyi
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Miscellaneous

27. Coelogyne merrillii ‘Hayna’ CHM/AOS

28. Ancistrochilus rothschildianus

29. Zygonisia Cynosure ‘Blue Birds’ AM/AOS
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OOS SHOW TABLE FOR MAY 20, 2018
CLASS JUDGED BY
Cattleya Alliance
Judged by Joyce Medcalf

PLACE

NAME

1st

Cattleya Tydea (Cattleya trianae x Cattleya pumila)
Cattleya Dominiana (1859) (Cattleya intermedia x Cattleya maxima) (Syn. Cattleya
Pheidinae)
Rhyncholaeliocattleya Joy Sokabe 'Volcano Queen' (Rhyncholaeliocattleya Fusako
Yamaoka x Cattleya Irene Finney (1964))
Cattleya Shirayukihime (Cattleya Tokyo Magic x Cattleya Mildred Rives)
Paphiopedilum Aga'pe (Paphiopedilum urbanianum x Paphiopedilum appletonianum)
Paphiopedilum Bel Royal 'Emperor' (Paphiopedilum rothschildianum x Paphiopedilum
kolopakingii)
Paphiopedilum callosum 'Nice & Tall' x Paphiopedilum Hilo Leopard 'Spotted Master'
(Paphiopedilum Magic Leopard x Paphiopedilum Hsinying Rubyweb)
Phragmipedium Wössner Supergrande (Phragmipedium longifolium x Phragmipedium
humboldtii) x Phragmipedium Incan Treasure (Phragmipedium kovachii x Phragmipedium
longifolium)
Phragmipedium Leo Schordje (Phragmipedium Andean Fire x Phragmipedium richteri)
Phragmipedium Jacob Rothschild (Phragmipedium Stairway to Heaven x Phragmipedium
warszewiczii)
Miltoniopsis Lila Fearneyhough (Miltoniopsis Raspberry Swirl x Miltoniopsis Pearl Ono)
Oncostele Eye Candy 'Pinkie' (Oncostele Catatante x Oncidium Barossa Delight)
Oncidium Nia Rose 'Sweet 16' HCC/AOS (Oncidium Ruffles x Oncidium Issaku Nagata)
Dendrobium Blue Twinkle (Dendrobium Betty Goto x Dendrobium canaliculatum)
Dendrobium Fuchs Blue Twist (Dendrobium Fran's Twist x Dendrobium lasianthera) x
Dendrobium compactum
Phalaenopsis Yu Pin Polar Star (Phalaenopsis Little Gem Stripes x Phalaenopsis Chian Xen
Pearl)
Phalaenopsis Zheng Min Oriole (Phalaenopsis Hua Yi Pride 'Peter 1' x Phalaenopsis LD
Bellina Eagle 'Peter')
Phalaenopsis Tying Shin Golden City 'TS-004' FCC/AOS (Phalaenopsis Sogo Lawrence x
Phalaenopsis Tying Shin Cellar)
Phalaenopsis No Name Hybrid
Phalaenopsis No Name Hybrid
Phalaenopsis No Name Hybrid 'Home Depot #3'
Lycaste Maria Liz
Angulocaste Olympus 'Sundown' (Angulocaste Apollo x Lycaste Sunrise)
Pleurothallis bivalvis 'Hill Island' CHM/AOS

2nd
2nd

Cypripedium Alliance
Paphiopedilum
Judged by Joyce Medcalf

3rd
1st
2nd
3rd

Phragmipedium
Judged by Joyce Medcalf

1st
2nd
3rd

Oncidium Alliance
Judged by Laura Bonnell
Dendrobium Alliance
Judged by Laura Bonnell
Phalaenopsis
Judged by Laura Bonnell

1st
2nd
3rd
1st
2nd
1st
2nd
2nd

Lycaste
Judged by André Couture
Pleurothallid Alliance
Judged by André Couture
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3rd
3rd
3rd
1st
2nd
1st

OWNER
André Couture
Angèle Biljan
Helen Nitschkie
Maria Martins
Angèle Biljan
Angèle Biljan
Marcel Carrière

PHOTO
#
1
2
3
4
5
6
7

Angèle Biljan
8
Angèle Biljan
Angèle Biljan
Angèle Biljan
Marie-Josée Bergeron
Marie-Josée Bergeron
Helen Nitschkie
Angèle Biljan
Sue Bowering
Peter Mazerolle
Angèle Biljan
Christiane Gravel
Christiane Gravel
Peter Mazerolle
Maria Martins
Maria Martins
Joyce Medcalf

9
10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24

CLASS JUDGED BY
Masdevallia
Judged by André Couture
Miniature
Judged by André Couture
Miscellaneous
Judged by André Couture
Best of Show Table
Judged by André Couture &
Laura Bonnell
Member's Choice
Judged by Claude Brault &
Marie-Josée Bergeron
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PLACE
1st
1st
1st
2nd
3rd

NAME

OWNER

Masdevallia Angel Glow 'Mary Jean Poetz' AM/AOS

Angèle Biljan

Specklinia grobyi

Angèle Biljan

Coelogyne merrillii 'Hayna' CHM/AOS
Ancistrochilus rothschildianus
Zygonisia Cynosure 'Blue Birds' AM/AOS (Aganisia cyanea x Zygopetalum Skippy Ku)
Pleurothallis bivalvis 'Hill Island' CHM/AOS

Maria Martins
Michael Barker
Margaret Haydon
Joyce Medcalf

PHOTO
#
25
26
27
28
29
24

Miltoniopsis Lila Fearneyhough (Miltoniopsis Raspberry Swirl x Miltoniopsis Pearl Ono)

Angèle Biljan
11

Music and Orchids
The afternoon of June 10 was a feast for the senses as the strains of violins were heard throughout the Water
Court Foyer of the National Gallery of Canada, while the fragrance of orchids filled the air. This was the prelude
to the annual year-end fundraising concert presented by Stellae Boreales, held in the Gallery’s Auditorium.
Stellae Boreales is a group of young, talented and technically-advanced violinists from the Ottawa Suzuki Strings
music school. My niece is a former member, and over the years, I have had the privilege of accompanying her
and SB (as chaperone, photographer and all-around groupie) on their performance tours to Iceland, Washington,
Cuba, China, Minneapolis and Argentina. In addition, SB was invited to represent Canada as featured
performers at the prestigious 2014 Suzuki Association of the Americas Conference. Their annual concert is the
main fundraising event that supports their performance tours, which are educational and also demonstrate the
group’s commitment to serving the community through cultural activity.
This year, I was approached with the idea of the Ottawa Orchid Society providing an orchid display for the
year-end concert. After experiencing a few logistical challenges at the Gallery, approval was given to proceed.
Barbara Wysocka generously provided her time and expertise to create a beautiful display from plants provided
by Barbara Wysocka, Jean Hollebone, Masa Matsuo, Helen Nitschkie, Aurora Richard, Ann Smutylo, and
Henriette Watkins. Concert-goers, Gallery employees and patrons alike were impressed by the quality and
variety of orchids exhibited, and enjoyed the many fragrances provided by the different blooms.
Many Thanks to everyone involved for a beautiful and much-appreciated display, and to the staff of the National
Gallery of Canada for their assistance and support.
Congratulations to Stellae Boreales for another successful year!
For more information about Stellae Boreales, please see: http://ottawasuzukistrings.ca/stellae-boreales/
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Display created by Barbara Wysocka at the National Gallery of Canada for the Stellae Boreales Fundraising Concert
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27

28

29

Master of Ceremonies Laurence Wall
of CBC Radio One

Special Guest Artist Ethan Balakrishnan, a Stellae Boreales
alumnus, accompanied by Pianist Judith Ginsburg
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Pre-Concert performances by Stellae Boreales members
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Montreal Judging Centre – May Awards

Phragmipedium Stairway to
Heaven
‘Un rêve éveillé’
AM/AOS 82 points
Owner: Mario Mireault

Eulophia euglossa
‘Jocelyn Thibeault’
AM/AOS 81 points

Aerangis spiculata
‘Jardin botanique de Montréal’
HCC/AOS 78 points

Owner: Mario Mireault

Owner: Jardin botanique de
Montréal

Graphorkis concolor
‘Jardin botanique de Montréal’
CCM/AOS 85 points
Owner: Jardin botanique de Montréal

In addition, two more orchids belonging to the Jardin botanique de Montréal received awards: Stanhopea maculosa and Diaphananthe
odoratissima. The Judging Centre requested confirmation of their names from the Species Identification Task Force; therefore, pictures will be
available at a later date.

Photo Credit Michel Tremblay
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OOS MEMBERSHIP QUESTIONNAIRE – SEPTEMBER 2018
Your society Board would like to have your ideas about what the society should be focusing on in future.
Please fill in this questionnaire and return to the OOS as indicated below.
1. Introduction - knowledge of orchids and orchid growing.
Do you consider yourself…
a. A beginner (please answer question 2)
b. An intermediate level (please answer question 2 if interested)
c. An expert
d. How many years have you been with the society?
2. For beginners.
Would you attend…
a. Orchids 101 sessions before the Sunday meeting
b. Beginner/intermediate sessions outside the regular meeting (at a member’s house)
c. Suggested session topics? Or other comments (describe)
3. Speaker program.
There are typically 8 meetings per year, including the Christmas Social and the annual auction (April is preempted by the show). For the other 6 meetings would you like to see more…
a. Internationally known orchid experts
b. Local experts from Ontario and Quebec
c. “Hands-on” workshops for members
d. Other (describe)
4. Events.
Would you attend…
a. Local social events such as OOS dinners for members
b. Out-of-town bus trips such as Montreal show, Purdon Fen, etc
c. Other (describe)
5. Conservation.
Do you think the OOS should be doing more to support conservation by…
a. Donation to local conservation areas such as Purdon Fen
b. Actively working with conservation groups
c. Donation to international conservation such as Dracula Reserve in Ecuador
d. Other (describe)

e. Would you be interested in becoming Conservation Chair for the OOS?

OOS MEMBERSHIP QUESTIONNAIRE – SEPTEMBER 2018
6. Volunteering.
Would you be interested in volunteering your time for…
a. Monthly meetings (hospitality, membership, etc)
b. Our show in April
c. Out of town shows (Montreal, Toronto, etc)
d. Society Board
e. Do you have specific interests/skills that you would be willing to share (describe)?
7. Monthly meetings
a. Are you generally satisfied with monthly meetings?
b. If not, what would you like to see changed (describe)?
8. Website.
Do you think the website should…
a. Stay just about the same
b. Have less text and more graphics/photos
c. Provide information on more topics, additional links, etc (describe)
9. Social media.
a. Do you follow the society on Facebook?
b. Would you like to see more activity on other social media (describe)?
10. Other
Do you have any other comments or suggestions?

You can either fill out electronically and send by email to David_cooper@storm.ca or else print, fill out by
hand and send by mail to David Cooper, 1145 Wolf Grove Road, Almonte, ON, K0A1A0. Please include your
name if you would like a personal response.
Note – to fill out electronically (.RTF version), please put an “X” in the checkbox to indicate which option(s)
you prefer. You can type whatever you like into the larger boxes and they will expand as necessary to fit.
(This only works with the .rtf version – the .pdf version is intended for filling in manually.)

