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Next monthly meeting...

Sunday, September 20th, 2009 @ 1:30 p.m.
Tom Brown Arena, 141 Bayview, Ottawa

NOTE: The May meeting brings our monthly meetings to an end until Sept.zoth.
In the interim, there are a number of things happening which may be of interest
to members:

Aug. 1% & 2™ Lexis Greenhouses & Supplies, Ottawa - CLEARANCE SALE

Aug. 2" Southern Ontario Orchid Society (SOOS) Summerfest in Toronto with
speakers from J&L Orchids and H&R Nurseries — there will be plants for
sale.

Aug. 8" Orchid Census @ Purdon Conservation Area — volunteers welcome.

Private orchid collection ($16,000+ value) for sale.
More details on all the above events further on in Spike.

Summer is time for members to catch up with repotting, dividing and cleaning up
their orchid collections and perhaps visit other members, orchid growers, and
orchid nurseries to see what is new and perhaps add to your collection. One
Society member is forced to part with a $16,000+ orchid collection. If you would
like to add plants to your collection or perhaps try your hand at an entirely new
genera of orchids, HERE'S YOUR CHANCE! You would be helping out a fellow
member and getting a great price on plants and orchid growing supplies.

The September Spike will have details on the September monthly meeting and
our Speakers’ Program for 2009/2010. A preorder plant sale is being organized
by Julie Mertens, so start saving up your loonies and toonies. Details on this
preorder sale will be published in the September Spike.

Happy orchid growing everyone and have a safe
summer !

The Society Executive

AOS Representative - Margaret Haydon

613-825-0827

Conservation Representative:
Marilyn Light
819-776-2655 / mlight@igs.net

Publicity - Richard Aubert
613-728-9890 / raubert@sympatico.ca

The Ottawa Orchid Society meets every third Sunday of
every month from September to May inclusive
at 1:30 P.M. at the Tom Brown Arena, 141 Bayview, Ottawa.
Guests are welcome.




A NOTE FROM THE PRESIDENT (AND EDITOR)

This month’s Spike should be more appropriately called the Summer issue as June has come and gone. Margaret and | were in
Alberta in June which is why the June Spike is late in coming.

In September 2007, we started with a new Board of Directors (2007/2009) resolved to
invigorating the Society and getting members more involved. We stopped producing a
black and white hard copy of Spike saving in excess of $6,000.00 in printing and mailing
costs during these past 2 years. Money saved was used to offset the Society’s operating
costs and bring more out-of-country speakers to our monthly meetings.

Beginning with the September 2007 issue, Spike became an electronic newsletter
posted on the Society’s website for members and others to access without restriction.
For the first time, color images appeared in Spike. Thanks to Arlene Lang, pictured on
the left surrounded by images she took of orchids at our 2009 show, and other
contributors, members may now view great pictures of our many beautiful monthly show
table orchids, our annual show and our Society exhibits at out-of-town orchid shows.

During the past 2 years, we have had out-of-province monthly speakers such as Bill
Thoms of Florida, our Bulbophyllum expert grower; Peter Lin of California, our mini-
cattleya grower; Russ Vernon of Indiana who spoke on lycastes; Alan Koch of California
who shared with us his secrets to growing great orchids; and Caroline Constabelle from
Quebec who shared with us many tips to growing hardy cypripediums in our gardens.

The Society’s web site has been overhauled by our webmaster, Dave Cooper, to make the site more user friendly. Yanick
Champoux created an electronic Society e-mail system allowing us to reach Society members rapidly by e-mail as required.
Gerry Duffield has improved our sound system used at monthly meetings and thanks to Society volunteers like Linda Schopf,
Glen Hansen, and Janet Sutherland, we have been able to continue with our hospitality service and raffle at monthly meetings.
Our auction volunteers, show committee and show helpers continue to make our annual auction and show two great and popular
events with Society members and the public. Jean Hollebone, our monthly show table coordinator, Marilyn Light, the creator of
the popular Orchids 101 lectures, and Julie Mertens, our Program Coordinator, have done a splendid job. Jane Thompson, the
Society librarian, provided an excellent Society library service and we have been well served by the hard work and support of our
remaining Board members, Richard Aubert, Anna Bilsky, André Couture, Margaret Haydon, Janet Johns, and Theresa Lafleur
and many of our other members who pitch in and help when asked. Thank you all for everything you have done during the past 2
years making the Society a success. Hope we are as successful over the next 2 year term.

In closing, a few pictures, with one exception, that appeared in Spike over the past 2 years of some of our splendid members who
contributed to the Society’s success during the 2007/2009 period. How many members do you know? How many can you name?
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Have a great summer, everyone!

Rick Sobkowicz,
President and Spike Editor



