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BOARD OF DIRECTORS
Sunday, September 20th, 2009 @ 1:30 p.m.
Tom Brown Arena, 141 Bayview, Ottawa

President / Editor:
Rick Sobkowicz
613-825-0827 /
ricksobkowicz@rogers.com

th

Vice President:
Gerry Duffield
819-684-8487 / G.J.Duffield@sympatico.ca

NOTE: The May meeting brings our monthly meetings to an end until Sept.20 .
In the interim, there are a number of things happening which may be of interest
to members:

Treasurer:
André Couture
613-233-7335 /
andrec.couture@sympatico.ca

Aug. 1 & 2 : Lexis Greenhouses & Supplies, Ottawa – CLEARANCE SALE
nd
Aug. 2 : Southern Ontario Orchid Society (SOOS) Summerfest in Toronto with
speakers from J&L Orchids and H&R Nurseries – there will be plants for
sale.
th
Aug. 8 : Orchid Census @ Purdon Conservation Area – volunteers welcome.

Secretary:
Janet Johns
613-749-0614 / johnjns@sympatico.ca
Membership:
Theresa Lafleur
613-726-1477 /
ajelliss.tlafleur@rogers.com
Librarian:
Jane Thompson
613-839-0071 /
janehmthompson@gmail.com.
Program:
Julie Mertens
819-684-5311 /
julie_mertens@videotron.ca

st

nd

Private orchid collection ($16,000+ value) for sale.
More details on all the above events further on in Spike.
Summer is time for members to catch up with repotting, dividing and cleaning up
their orchid collections and perhaps visit other members, orchid growers, and
orchid nurseries to see what is new and perhaps add to your collection. One
Society member is forced to part with a $16,000+ orchid collection. If you would
like to add plants to your collection or perhaps try your hand at an entirely new
genera of orchids, HERE’S YOUR CHANCE! You would be helping out a fellow
member and getting a great price on plants and orchid growing supplies.
The September Spike will have details on the September monthly meeting and
our Speakers’ Program for 2009/2010. A preorder plant sale is being organized
by Julie Mertens, so start saving up your loonies and toonies. Details on this
preorder sale will be published in the September Spike.

Show Chairman / Webmaster:
David Cooper
613-256-2853 / orchidae@storm.ca

Happy orchid growing everyone and have a safe
summer !

Past President - Anna Bilsky
613-728-4202 / humbil@primus.ca

The Society Executive

COC Representative - Jean Hollebone
613-226-2395 / jhollebone@sympatico.ca
AOS Representative - Margaret Haydon
613-825-0827
Conservation Representative:
Marilyn Light
819-776-2655 / mlight@igs.net
Publicity - Richard Aubert
613-728-9890 / raubert@sympatico.ca

The Ottawa Orchid Society meets every third Sunday of
every month from September to May inclusive
at 1:30 P.M. at the Tom Brown Arena, 141 Bayview, Ottawa.
Guests are welcome.

A NOTE FROM THE PRESIDENT (AND EDITOR)
This month’s Spike should be more appropriately called the Summer issue as June has come and gone. Margaret and I were in
Alberta in June which is why the June Spike is late in coming.
In September 2007, w
we started with a new Board of Directors (2007/2009) resolved to
invigorat
invigorating the Society and getting members more involved.. We stopped producing a
black and white hard copy of Spike saving in excess of $6,000.00 in printing and mailing
costs during these past 2 years. Money saved was used to offset the Society’s operating
costs and bring more out-of-country
country speakers to our monthly meetings.
Beginning with the September 2007 issue, Spike became an electronic newsletter
posted on the Society’s website for members and others to access without restriction.
For the first time, color images appeared in Spike. Thanks to Arlene Lang,
Lang pictured on
the left surrounded by images she took of orc
orchids
hids at our 2009 show,
show and other
contributors
contributors, members may now view great pictures of our many beautiful monthly show
table orchids, our annual show and our Society exhibits at out--of-town orchid shows.
During
ing the past 2 years, we have had out-of-province monthly speakers such
s
as Bill
Thoms of Florida, our Bulbophyllum expert grower; Peter Lin of California, our minimini
cattleya grower; Russ Vernon of Indiana who spoke on lycastes; Alan Koch of California
who shared with us his secrets to growing great orchids;; and Caroline Constabelle from
Quebec who shared with us many tips to growing hardy cypripedium
ypripediums in our gardens.
The Society’s web site has been overhauled by our webmaster, Dave Cooper, to make the site more user friendly. Yanick
Champoux created an electronic Society e-mail
mail system allowing us to reach Society members rapidly by e-mail
e
as required.
Gerry Duffield has improved our sound system used at monthly meetings and thanks
hanks to Society volunteers
volunte
like Linda Schopf,
Glen Hansen, and Janet Sutherland, we have been able to continue with our hospitality service and raffle at monthly meetings.
Our auction volunteers, show committee and show helpers continue to make our annual auction and show two great and popular
events with Society members and the public. Jean Hollebone, our monthly show table coordinator, Marilyn Light, the creator of
the popular Orchids 101 lectures, and Julie Mertens, our Program Coordinator
Coordinator, have done a splendid job. Jane Thompson, the
Society librarian, provided an excellent Society library service and we have been well served by the hard work and support of our
remaining Board members, Richard Aubert, Anna Bilsky, André Couture, Margaret Haydon, Janet Johns, and Theresa Lafleur
and many of our other members who pitch in and help when asked
asked. Thank you all for everything you have done during the past 2
years making the Society a success. Hope we are as successful over the next 2 year term.
In closing, a few pictures, with one
ne exception, that appeared in Spike over the past 2 years of some of our splendid members who
contributed to the Society’s success during the 2007/2009 period. How many members do you know? How many can you name?

Have a great summer, everyone!
everyone

Rick Sobkowicz,
President and Spike Editor
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SOCIETY BULLETIN BOARD

Dinah Mutch (1923-2009)

th

th

We are sad to announce that Dinah Mutch, wife of Sandy Mutch, passed away on May 18 in her 86 year.
Dinah had been a very active member of the Society for many years. Dinah grew many different flowers and
had great success with orchids. She enjoyed attending monthly meetings with Sandy and participated at our
annual auctions by contributing some exceptionally well grown plants for auction. She was a very lovely lady
and will be missed by all who knew her.
A number of Society members attended the visitation and Jean Hollebone created a lovely orchid floral
arrangement on behalf of the Society. The arrangement contained a number of Jean’s orchids and flowers
that Dinah very much enjoyed when with us. Our sincerest and heartfelt condolences to Sandy and his family.

NEW MEMBERS

********************

Welcome to the following newest members:
Evan Ouellette
Peggy & Joseph Silverman
Maria Tolgyesy
Laura Peters & Creg Dach
Dianne & Peter Fournier

********************
LIBRARY CORNER
The Society library has been moved from Jane Thompson’s home to that of Karim Mattar. This is a temporary arrangement.
A Society member has expressed an interest in looking after the Society library and will be meeting with Board members at
the August Board of Directors’ meeting to discuss a number of library matters. If there is agreement on what needs to be
done, we will have a librarian and will be able to continue to provide a library service to Society members.

********************
BOARD ELECTIONS RESULTS
May monthly meeting, we held our Board elections for President, Vice President, Secretary and Treasurer. There
were no new contenders and the incumbents, Rick Sobkowicz, Gerry Duffield, Janet Johns, and André Couture agreed to
remain in their respective elected positions for another 2 year term. We move forward into the new 2009/2011 cycle with the
Board remaining much the same with the exception of Theresa Lafleur and Jane Thompson who are both retiring from the
Board. Vicki Thomson is taking over from Theresa as Membership Chair and the position of Society librarian remains
vacant. Thank you, Theresa and Jane, for your very much valued service and contribution. You will be missed.

********************
LEXIS GREENHOUSES & SUPPLIES – CLEARANCE

SALE, August 1st & 2nd
st

nd

Lexis Greenhouses & Supplies is having a warehouse clearance on Saturday, August 1 & Sunday, August 2 from
10:00 am to 3:00 pm at 42 Antares Drive, Unit 112, Ottawa. Alex Porter advises that she will have greenhouse kits, garden
trays, cold frames, trellises, raised beds, and much more on sale with some items up to 90 % off.
Lexis Greenhouses & Supplies
www.lexisgreenhouses.com
Toll Free: 1-877-611-5711
Local: 1-613-226-7358
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SHOW TABLE JUDGING RESULTS – May 17th, 2009
Class / Judged by

Place

Plant Name

Owned / Grown by

Corrections are noted in the text by an
asterisk (*). We ask owners to make the
appropriate changes to their plant name tags.
Cattleya Alliance
Judged by André Couture

Cypripedium Alliance
Paphiopedilum
Judged by Marilyn Light

Phragmipedium
Judged by Marilyn Light

Oncidium Alliance
Judged by Marilyn Light

Dendrobium Alliance
Judged by Marilyn Light

Phalaenopsis/
Doritaenopsis
Alliance
Judged by Marilyn Light

1

st

Sophronitis purpurata var. semi-alba ‘Doraci’ *

Angèle Biljan

2

nd

Cattleya tigrina *

David Kalb

2

nd

Laelia purpurata var. werkauseri ‘Blue Sky’ *

Mary Michaud

3

rd

Guarianthe skinneri alba *

Angèle Biljan

3

rd

Laelia lueddemanii

Angèle Biljan

1

st

Paph. Berenice

Janet Johns

2nd

Paph. Dollgoldi

Janet Johns

3

rd

Paph. (Hsinying Alien x Sue Franz)

Marcel Carrière

1

st

Phrag. Grande ‘Maybrook’ AM/AOS *

Angèle Biljan

2

nd

Phrag. Penns Creek Cascade

Angèle Biljan

3

rd

Phrag. wallisii

Angèle Biljan

3

rd

Phrag. Inti’s Tears

Angèle Biljan

3

rd

Phrag. Bouley Bay

Angèle Biljan

1

st

Adonclioda Orange Dwarf (Oncidioda Space Noez
x Ada. aurantiaca) *

Lynne Guimond and Santos
Peixe

2

nd

Onc. sphacelatum *

Rita Shand

2

nd

Odcdm. Tiger Point

Lynne Guimond and Santos
Peixe

3

rd

Onc. (incurvum x Honolulu)

Lynne Guimond and Santos
Peixe

1

st

Den. ceraula *

Helgi Fatovic

2

nd

Den. aphyllum *

Jane Thompson

3

rd

Den. parishii *

Terez Paksi

1

st

Phal. Taisuco Smile *

Michael Lum

2

nd

Phal. I-Hsin Flying Fire *

Geraldine Hebert

2

nd

Doritaenopsis I-Hsin Picture *

Jean Hollebone
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Vanda Alliance

3

rd

Phal.(Haur Jin Diamond “Ching Hei” x Sogo Thomas
“Bedford Gold”) *

Terez Paksi

3

rd

Phal. Pink Lady *

Rita Shand

1

st

Ascocentrum miniatum

Lynne Guimond and Santos
Peixe

2

nd

Sedirea japonica *

André Couture

3

rd

Vanda (V.) Somthawil *

Angèle Biljan

1

st

Cymbidium (Cym.) Chen’s Ruby *

Marcel Carrière

1

st

Masdevallia (Masd.) Angel Tang *

Marybeth Thompson

2

nd

Masdevallia wagneriana var. pteroglossa *

Linda Schopf

3

rd

Masdevallia triangularis

Emerson Harkin

3

rd

Speklinia grobyi

Angèle Biljan

1

st

Anguloa dubia

Marlene Young

2

nd

Anguloa ruckeri

Marlene Young

1

st

Cischweinfia dasyandra *

Angèle Biljan

2

nd

Sarcochilus Tin Yin Lara

George Cook

2

nd

Catasetum Frances Smith

Marilyn Light

3

rd

Pescoranthes Star Sapphire *

Rita Shand

3

rd

Bulbophyllum medusae *

Marlene Young

1

st

Gongora portentosa *

Michael Barker

2

nd

Paph. Tristar … *

Doris de Margerie

1

st

Meiracyllium trinasutum *

Marilyn Light

2

nd

Sedirea japonica *

Angèle Biljan

Judged by André Couture

Cymbidium Alliance
Judged by André Couture
Pleurothallid Alliance
Judged by André Couture

Lycaste Alliance
Judged by André Couture

Miscellaneous
Judged by André Couture

Novice
Judged by André Couture

Miniature
Judged by André Couture
BEST IN SHOW
Judged by André Couture
and Marilyn Light

Paph. Berenice

Janet Johns

Thanks to our show table judges, all the members who brought their blooming orchids to the April show table and Joyce Medcalf for
correcting and/or updating the names of owners’ plants. Congratulations to all the winners for well cultured and beautiful plants on this
month’s show table.
Please note that all plant names shown with a * indicate a correction or change has been made to the name on the plant
owner’s name tag. Winners please make changes to your plant name tags where corrections or other changes have been
made.
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Above on left is a picture of Janet Johns holding the May show table winner, Paph. Berenice (lowii x philippinense) with the show table
st
judges, Marilyn Light and André Couture, looking on. Paph. Berenice also won a 1 place ribbon in the Paph. Alliance. On the right
nd
above, Janet is holding her Paph. Dollgoldi (rothchildianum x armeniacum) which came in 2 place behind Paph. Berenice. Janet
purchased this Paph. Dollgoldi from Zephyrus a year and a half ago and this is the orchid’s first flowering. The flower is 20 cms. wide
from one petal tip to the other end and the width of one petal is 10 cms. Janet grows this paph. in a solarium facing east and during
winter months supplements the lighting with a florescent tube on a timer. She uses a 20-20-20 orchid fertilizer from fall to late winter
and changes the fertilizer to one with a higher middle number after. She also uses a Cal-Mag supplement once a month and a squirt of
Power Thrive every watering. The Paph. Berenice is potted in Aussie-Gold paph. mix - ads for this are in the AOS magazine. The
growing regime is the same as above but Berenice is on a top shelf under the glass roof and protected by a tree in summer but in
winter it gets lots of light on 3 sides plus lighting from a high sodium bulb on a track. Paph. Berenice flowers twice a year. Photos by
Arlene Lang.

Above, from left: Sophronitis purpurata var. semi-alba 'Doraci' grown by Angèle Biljan; Paph. Dollgoldi (rothchildianum x armeniacum)
grown by Janet Johns; and Laelia purpurata var. werkhauseri 'Blue Sky' grown by Mary Michaud. All Photos by Arlene Lang.
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Above, from left: Odcdm. Tiger Point grown by Lynne Guimond and Santos Peixe; Phrag. Grande 'Maybrook' AM/AOS grown by
Angèle Biljan; and, Vanda Somthawil (merrillii x denisoniana) grown by Angèle. Photos by Arlene Lang.

Above, from left: Meiracyllium trinasutum grown by Marilyn Light, photo by Arlene Lang; Bulb. medusae grown by Marlene Young,
photo by Yanick Champoux; and, Phrag. Sorcerer’s Apprentice (longifolium x sargentianum) grown by Angèle Biljan, photo by Yanick
Champoux.

Above, from left: Paph. Tristar ... grown by Doris de Margerie, photo by Arlene Lang; Masd. Angel Tang (veitchiana x tondusii) grown
by Marybeth Thompson, photo by Yanick Champoux; and, Cattleya tigrina grown by David Kalb, photo by Yanick Champoux.
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Above, from left: Masd. triangularis grown by Emerson Harkin,; Phrag. Inti's Tears grown by Angèle Biljan; Cymbidium Chen's Ruby
grown by Marcel Carrière; and, Phrag. Bouley Bay grown by Angèle Biljan. All photos by Arlene Lang.

Above, from left: Paph. Berenice grown by Janet Johns; Den. ceraula grown by Helgi Fatovic; and, Paph. (Hsinying Alien x Sue Franz)
grown Marcel Carrière. All photos by Arlene Lang.

Above, from left: Sarcochilus Tin Yin Lara grown by George Cook; Onc. (incurvum x Honolulu) grown by Lynne Guimond and Santos
Peixe; and, Den. parishii grown by Terez Paksi. All photos by Arlene Lang.

Anguloa dubia grown by Marlene Young. smells like bubble gum; Doritaenopsis I-Hsin Picture (Doritaenopsis Leopard Prince x
Phalaenopsis I-Hsin) grown by Jean Hollebone; Laelia lueddemanii grown by Angèle Biljan; and, Anguloa ruckeri grown by Marlene
Young. All photos by Arlene Lang.
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Above, from left: Adonclioda Orange Dwarf (Oncidioda Space Noez x Ada. aurantiaca) grown by Lynne Guimond and Santos Peixe
Ascocentrum miniatum grown by Lynne Guimond and Santos Peixe; and, Gongora portentosa (2 pictures) grown by Michael Barker,
showing flowers close up and on spike in pot. All photos by Arlene Lang.

Above, from left: Oncidium sphacelatum grown by Rita Shand showing flowers close up and, at far right, entire plant. Sedirea japonica
grown by André Couture. Photos taken by Arlene Lang. At far right above, Phal. (Brother Lawrence x Taisuco Glory) grown by
Margaret Haydon, photo by Yanick Champoux.

Above, from left: Phal. Pink Lady grown by Rita Shand; photo by Yanick Champoux; Catasetum Frances Smith (Cstm. Marsh Hollow x
Cstm. tenebrosum) grown by Marilyn Light, photo by Arlene Lang; Catasetum Frances Smith (Cstm. Marsh Hollow x Cstm.
tenebrosum) grown by Marilyn Light, photo by Arlene Lang; and, Masdevallia (Masd.) wagneriana var. pteroglossa grown by Linda
Schopf, photo by Arlene Lang.
Photos of Members on page 2: Row 1: from left: Dave Cooper, France Tremblay, Marybeth Thompson, Helgi Fatovic, Jane Logan,
Terez Paksi, Gerry Duffield, Janet Sutherland, Marcel Carrière, Joyce Medcalf, Marilyn Light. Row 2: Henry Steger, André Couture,
Julie Mertens, Jean Hollebone, Janet Duffield, Beverly Chan, Maria Martins, Janet Johns, Jane Thompson, Santos Peixe, Janet Lang,
Michael Lum. Row 3: Bill Arthurs, Theresa Lafleur, Marlene Young, Ela Kesik, Angèle Biljan, Doris de Margerie, Margaret Roberts,
Wayne Eyles, Linda Schopf, Vincent Vaughn, Helen Vaughn. Row 4: Lynne Guimond, Ian Philips, Glen Hansen, Ann Smutylo, Sheree
Lum, Rita Shand, Sylvie Girard, Geraldine Hebert, Bashar Abdelhadi, Salma Abdelhadi, Michael Barker, John Martin. Row 5: Mitsugi
Kikuchi, Anna Bilsky, Arlene Lang, and Rick Sobkowicz with Margaret Haydon.
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Private Orchid Collection for Sale
Linda Schopf needs to sell her extensive orchid collection (approx. 650 orchid plants) and equipment (saucers, extra pots, hangers,
stakes, clips, media, mounting material, lighting fixtures and bulbs, trays, a computer database for orchid collections, motorized
watering gun and a flash drive containing roughly 85% of the photos from the collection) as quickly as this can be done. The collection
is valued in excess of $16,000 but can be purchased at a significant reduction if a person is interested in buying the entire collection.
Most plants have been freshly potted and are ready to go. Below is an example of what Linda is selling. If interested, Linda can provide
an extensive, detailed list of all the orchids in this collection on request. Linda may be contacted by phone at 613-283-3940 or by
e-mail at dragonfly_3@xplornet.com .
Legend:
bs = blooming size
stgl = struggling

nbs = near blooming size ms = medium size
rcvr = recovering but fine ss = small size

Plant Name
Cirrhopetalum longissimum (superior form)
Cirrhopetalum putidum var. fascinator
Cirrrhopetalum Elizabeth Ann Buckleberry FCC/AOS
Cirrhopetalum medusae “Mellow Yellow”
Cirrhopetalum tingabarinum
Bulbophyllum inunctum
Bulbophyllum polystrictum
Bulbophyllum elevatopunctatum

Description
8”pot
3”pot
3”mount
6”basket
3”mount
8”pot
6”basket
8”pot

Size
bs
bs
bs
bs
bs
bs
nbs
bs

********************
UPCOMING EVENTS - 2009
Aug 2:

Southern Ontario Orchid Society (SOOS) Summerfest (10:00 am – 4:00 pm) and Toronto Centre Judging (10:00am – noon) at the
Toronto Botanical Gardens, see "http://www.soos.ca/". All orchidists are welcome.
10 am – noon AOS judging, bring your plants for judging at 9:30 am, observe the judging.
Noon – 1:30 pm pot luck picnic, bring a salad, desert or other favourite dish before 11:30 am; hamburgers, hotdogs
and drinks will be provided.
1:30 pm – 4 pm guest speakers from J&L and H&R orchids.
SOOS will have 2 guest speakers. Each will bring other orchids for sale the day of the festivities
J & L O r c h id s : M a r gu e r i te W eb b is sp e ak i n g o n M i n ia t u r e O r c h i ds
http://www.jlorchids.com
H&R Nurseries
H&R will be bringing orchids for sale, WYSISYG (What you see is what you get). If anyone is interested in wholesale and
volumes, please contact Harry Akagi at hya@hrnurseries.com http://www.hrnurseries.com

Sept 26-27:

The Central Ontario Orchid Society (COOS), Cambridge Hespeler Arena, 640 Ellis Road, Cambridge
"http://www.coos.ca/"

Oct 24-25:

Eastern Canada Orchid Society (ECOS) at the Days Inn Hotel, 1005 rue Guy, in downtown
Montreal. http://www.ecosorchids.ca/

Nov 14-15:

Niagara Region Orchid Society (NROS) CAW Hall 124 Bunting Rd, St. Catharines, Ontario.
"http://www.niagaraorchidsociety.org/"

For listing of AOS judging dates throughout 2009, see the January 2009 Spike (page 9).

********************
CORRECTION TO MAY 2009 SPIKE
Photo of Ela Kesik in front of the OOS display which appeared in the May 2009 Spike was taken by Karim Mattar not Arlene Lang.
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PHALAENOPSIS FOR SALE - $44,500 (CDN.)
From: g.j.duffield@sympatico.ca [mailto:g.j.duffield@sympatico.ca]
Sent: May-25-09 4:24 PM
To: Rick Sobkowicz
I saw the be-all and end-all phal. yesterday in Cowichan Bay. It was white with faint pink edges to the interior of the flower-VERY nice
and it could have been MINE for only $44,500.00! That was not a misprint. It is a pastel by Arthur Vickers, whom I had never heard of
before I met him. His gallery had some lovely things at lovely prices, but beyond my budget. I thought a 44K phal. would get your
attention!
Regards,
Gerry

Arthur Freeman Vickers - Cowichan Bay,
Vancouver Island, British Columbia
Arthur Vickers was born in Vancouver, British Columbia in
1947. He is of Heiltsuk and Tsimshian lineage. His father
was of Tsimshian heritage and his mother was a Canadian
of British ancestry. He spent his early years in the
Tsimshian coastal island village of Kitkatla on the
Northwest Coast of British Columbia.
Following earlier careers as a fisherman and carpenter,
Mr. Vickers devoted himself to art in 1989. Since then, first
with paintings, drawings and prints and later with relief
work using layers of gold leaf, he has proven to be a First
On left above is one of Arthur Vickers’ paintings. On right is a picture of
Arthur Freeman Vickers wearing the Order of British Columbia.

Nations artist of international stature.

Mr. Vickers has put his skills and inspiration to good
use, donating numerous works of art to charity, raising
hundreds of thousands of dollars for more than a dozen different charities. His donated artwork has brought record bids in charity
auctions. He has served as honorary chair for the Vancouver Island C.N.I.B. “Eye Appeal” twice, and for the Camp Good Times
facility for children living with the effects of cancer. He regularly visits schools throughout British Columbia and Alberta, sharing with
the children his art, history and culture. He has also participated in university education programs helping to teach the power of art
and sharing with those who aspire to being teachers. On May 22, 2008, Arthur Freeman Vickers was appointed as a Member of
the Order of British Columbia.

********************
ORCHIDS IN OUR GARDEN
Vicki and Dave Thomson sent an e-mail to your editor July 6 to provide an update on some orchid board business and included a
couple of photographs of native orchids growing in their back yard about 50 feet from their cottage. Thanks a lot for sharing these
photos with us, Vicki and Dave. Hope you are successful in growing a large colony of these beautiful orchids.
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WHAT’S GROWING IN YOUR COLLECTION ?
Your editor encourages members to write in
when they have something of interest happening
in their orchid life.
Emerson Harkin, one of our newer and youngest
members (15 years old), writes: “My terrarium
plants seem to be doing well. My Dracula hirtzii
from the Ottawa show has had a number of
flowers (it’s blooming right now actually), so I’m
quite proud of that. The Dracula hirsuta has
suffered a bit, I think because it was quite
congested and that made it just about impossible
to water properly. I divided it a little while ago,
and it seems to be doing fine now. Hopefully it’ll
bloom a little later this year. I remember on the
way to the Montreal show you asked me if I knew
the colour form of the Scaphosepalum (Scaph.)
On left is Emerson Harkin’s Scaphosepalum (Scaph.) rapax. On right is an unnamed
rapax I was buying from J&L Orchids. Well, now
Phalaenopsis hybrid belonging to Madeleine and Bernard Sigouin of Rockland.
that it has bloomed, I’ve attached some pictures
(see above) so you can see for yourself. I was actually quite surprised when I saw the size of the blooms in relation to the growth that
produced it; here’s a plant that packs some real flower-power!”
Bernard Sigouin of Rockland, Ontario sends a photo (see above) of one of their white phals. currently in flower. Bernard’s wife,
Madeleine, has had this plant for several years. It was bought at one of the local box stores, and, unfortunately, did not have a name
tag. What is Madeleine’s recipe for success? Every week she takes the plant to the kitchen sink, places it on a grill and waters it three
times letting it drain completely in-between each watering. Every two weeks she puts 1/8 tsp. of 20-20-20 fertilizer in 4 liters of water to
feed the plant. The orchid gets plenty of light in their four season solarium. (Editor’s note: Madeleine and Bernard are not members of
the Society but have become acquainted with the OOS through our Society web site.)
Thank you, Emerson, Madeleine and Bernard, for sharing your pictures and information with us.
If you have something to share with our readers, send in your information to the newsletter editor. Be sure to include a quality
photograph as a picture says a thousand words and your editor really appreciates this.

********************
PROBLEMS WITH SCALE
A number of Society members expressed a concern with scale on their orchids and wished to know how best
to treat for this problem. Your editor visited a number of local nurseries to see what help could be found. All the
nursery staff interviewed remarked that the best product on the market right now is a miticide produced by
Safer’s called END ALL II. Ontario pesticide regulations prohibit the use of this product outdoors on the control
of insects. It is a controlled product so if you do not see it readily in a store selling garden products, you may
have to ask for this item. Safer’s END ALL II is sold in a yellow plastic container both as a concentrate ($14.99)
and in a plastic spray container ($11.95). If you buy the concentrate, you must mix the solution according to the
label instructions and use it within 2 days.
Recommended treatment: Douse every surface of every plant, including the bottoms of leaves, also soaking
the potting medium. Repeat this two or three more times at weekly intervals. Every surface of all the plants
must be thoroughly wetted at each treatment and the same chemicals should be used for a complete cycle of
treatments. Missing some surfaces or switching chemicals after a single dose won’t work.

SAFER’S END ALL II
16 oz. (500mL) concentrated formulation
Makes 3 gallons (10L) of spray
Safer's End-All II Miticide & Insecticide will control all stages of aphids, spider mites, whitefly, and spittle bugs. It will also kill
adult and nymph stages of thrips, flea beetles, caterpillars, mealybugs, scale insects and sugar ants. Safer's End-All II is an easyto-use, concentrated miticidal and insecticidal spray that kills eggs, nymphs and adults of aphids, spider mites and whitefly on
contact. This 16 oz. concentrated formula makes 3 gallons of spray.
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Directions for Use:
Mix 3 tablespoons (50mL) concentrate with 1 Quart (1 litre) of water. Shake well before each use and stir or shake diluted spray
frequently during use. Using hand-held trigger sprayers or backpack sprayers, a fine mist is recommended to provide thorough
coverage for upper and lower leaf surfaces, as well as stems where needed. Avoid over-spraying foliage to runoff. Insects must be
contacted by spray to be killed. For scale insects, mealy bug, and whitefly, repeat treatment after one week to obtain best control.
For other pests, repeat treatment in 1-2 weeks if needed.
The active ingredients in End All II are Pyrethrins and Insecticidal Soap (Potassium Salts of Fatty Acids 20%, Pyrethrins 0.2%)
Be sure to read all precautions and safety notes before use.
Another recommended product for scale is neem oil.

SAFER’S NEEM OIL
SAFER’S markets neem oil in both concentrate and spray form. The Safer’s Neem Oil is packaged in blue
plastic containers and the Safer’s Neem Oil Spray (1 litre) sells for $14.95 and the Safer’s Neem Oil Natural
Concentrate (500 ml.) sells for $34.95. The natural neem oil, once used, must be kept in a cool place and out of
sunlight as it will otherwise turn rancid. The natural neem oil will also solidify at low temperatures so that when
you wish to use it, you will have to heat the contents to turn it into liquid form before you can use it. To heat,
place the container into a pot of warm/hot water. Some folks put the container into the microwave. I don’t know
how safe it is to use the microwave but if you should decide to use this mode, use short time cycles (i.e. 20-30
second intervals) to reduce any risks of the container bursting. Some folks, when they buy a large container of
neem oil pour the contents into smaller microwave safe plastic containers and heat these smaller containers as
and when required rather than having to handle a large container. Once you use neem oil, you must store the
container in the fridge or some other place where it is cool as the neem oil will turn rancid over time. Neem oil
concentrate is expensive so you do not want to be careless with storage.
Note: The neem oil produced by Safer’s is sold as a foliar leaf spray and is not described as a pesticide so it does not fall under the
pesticide guidelines. Consequently, it is not handled as a controlled sale pesticide. You would have to know the many uses for
neem oil to know why to buy it.
Both Safer's End-All II and SAFER’S NEEM OIL are available at most nurseries in the Ottawa area.
Your editor consulted with our plant guru, Marilyn Light, on the use of neem oil and she provided the following information:
“Neem oil products can vary and so there will be a number of different recipes in circulation. One should read the instructions on the
container. I found these instructions on the internet and all seem appropriate but one should always test a new product/preparation on
a single leaf before a wholesale treatment of plants of any kind.
Neem Oil Amounts for Insect Spray
For 1 litre of a 0.5 % dilution of neem plant spray you need:
* 5 ml neem oil
* 1-2 ml insecticidal soap or other liquid detergent
* 1 litre warm water
Shake well and also during spraying to keep the oil from separating.
Method for Preparing Neem Insect Spray
* Use warm water if possible. If making a large batch make a premix in a small amount of warm water, then add that into the big
container.
* Mix the warm water with the soap first!
* Then slowly add the oil while stirring vigorously.
* Fill the mix into your sprayer.
* (Or fill the premix into your sprayer, which should already contain the rest of the water. Mix well.)
* Keep shaking or otherwise agitating the mix while spraying.
* Use the mixture within eight hours.
Spray the neem insecticide solution on all the leaves, especially the undersides where insects like to hide.
Use your neem insect spray as quickly as possible, definitely within eight hours. Once your batch of neem spray is mixed the neem oil
starts breaking down. Always make a fresh neem oil mixture for spraying, and only prepare the amount you need.
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How often should you use neem spray? The suggestions below are general guidelines. Keep a close eye on things and fine tune as
needed. If you are worried about sensitive plants, spray just a little bit in a small area, wait for a day or two, and see what happens.
Neem insect spray to fight an infestation: When spraying the first time thoroughly drench all leaves and stems / pseudobulbs. Then
spray once a week until the problem disappears.
Hope this helps
Marilyn

********************

HANS BODE TROPHY WINNER AT OTTAWA ORCHID
SOCIETY APRIL 2009 SHOW
Apologies to France Tremblay, our Hans Bode Trophy winner, and Arlene Lang, our show
photographer, for overlooking to include in the May Spike this beautiful photo of this year’s
Hans Bode Trophy winner. The winning plant is Doritaenopsis (Dtps.) Rossini owned and grown
by France Tremblay.
This trophy is awarded to the best looking orchid in the OOS Annual Show belonging to a noncommercial Ottawa Orchid Society grower. France joins the ranks of some exceptional Society
growers who have won this award with some pretty spectacular orchids.

********************

ORCHID CENSUS – Saturday, AUGUST 8th , 2009
Dear friends:
We plan on doing the 25-year census of the Showy Lady-slipper orchids at Purdon Conservation Area on SATURDAY, AUGUST 8
starting at 9:30 am. We will partner with members of the Kingston Orchid Society to carry out this conservation activity. I do hope that
you can participate.
Please bring your own refreshments and drinking water. We typically work from 9:30 am to 3/4 pm.
There are picnic tables and there is a toilet close to one of the parking lots.
Please wear long pants, a long sleeved shirt/jacket, hat and have insect repellent. There are some mosquitoes and biting flies. There is
some poison ivy in a few isolated places.
The orchid habitat is wet underfoot. It is preferable for us to wear old running shoes and not rubber boots. We want to minimize impact
on the terrain.

For those of you who have not participated before, the orchid colony is laid out in a grid marked by numbered black plastic pipes. A
wooden boardwalk is located in the densest part of the orchid colony.
The plants will already have bloomed and so we will not see them in flower but we will be able to count the large leafy stems and
recognize the spent flower stems. Training will be provided.
I will be there early to assign rows for census as people arrive.
Each team will receive a folder with a base map showing the assigned row and census sheets. Additionally, I will have small notepads
and pencils for each team. Since most rows intersect at one or two places along the boardwalk, we will green ribbon these places for
easy spotting.
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Please park in the Handicapped lot (second of 2 parking lots) as this gives easier access to the boardwalk. Both parking lots access
the boardwalk. You will find me along the boardwalk at one of the benches.

We will be counting in 15m x 15m square plots:
1
Total stems (this includes all stems including ones which have bloomed)
2

Total flowering stems (this includes only stems which have bloomed - flower stalks and/or fruits will be present)

3

Small 3-4 leaf Seedlings

4

Fruits

Directions:
Attached are two maps showing the location of the Purdon Conservation Area. There are several route choices depending upon where
you start your journey.
From Ottawa, I suggest you take #417 to Exit 155. This exit takes you onto Road 49 (formerly Highway 44) to Almonte. Continue
straight through Almonte until you reach #511. Turn left and proceed on 511 to Road #8. Turn right and proceed on Watson's Corners
Side Road (County Road 8). Follow this through Watson's Corners Village. Continue for 10 km and turn right onto Concession Road 8.
Follow signs to entrance. The parking lot entrances are on your left.
I look forward to working with you 'for the love of orchids'.
Please let me know no later than July 31 if you can participate.
Sincerely
Marilyn
Marilyn Light
Ottawa Orchid Society
<mlight@igs.net> Tel: 819-776-2655
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From: Susan Taylor [mailto:sataylor@eastex.net]
Sent: July-20-09 9:33 AM
To: Susan Taylor

AOS Corner

Here's the AOS Corner for July. Thanks to everyone who has posted on the AOS Forum. It helps all of us to get ideas and articles from
others!
American Orchid Society Affiliated Societies
As a member of an AOS Affiliated Society your society receives a monthly copy of Orchids magazine. If you are not an AOS member,
in which case you get your own Orchids magazine at home, then checking out the club copy is a good way to see what you’re missing.
July’s issue has a great article by Ken Slump about orchid viruses as well as several other articles, information on orchid shows and
ads for orchid related items. The information is for beginners as well as more advanced orchid growers. Think of it as a meeting that is
in addition to your monthly club meeting – your local orchid society does the best job of helping you grow orchids in your particular area
and the AOS is the organization that can help with orchid growing on a national level. To join go to www.aos.org
The AOS web site also has information on the upcoming AOS Members Meeting which is open to everyone – it is an orchid conference
and they are always great fun as well as full of new and exciting orchids. The next meeting is outside Los Angeles, CA in October
2009 at the beautiful Huntington Botanical Gardens. http://www.orchidshow.org/ Check that out too!
Carol Holdren, AOS Affiliated Society Committee
E-mail address: affiliated_societies@aos.org

Carl Austin of the Orchid Society of Alberta (OSA) sent the following e-mail.
The following e-mail may be of interest to members seeking new sources for orchid plants. Have a glance at Sunset Valley Orchids’
website. They have some great photos, one of which is below of a striking new hybrid. Thank you, Carl, for sharing.
From: OSA News [mailto:osanews@xplornet.com]
Sent: July-19-09 6:04 PM
To: osanews@xplornet.com
Subject: Orchid Order to Sunset Valley Orchids
Hi everyone,
If you're looking for an orchid fix while the Society is on summer break, here's
something to think about. The last group order of this year will be from Sunset
Valley Orchids and is due at the September meeting. They offer many excellent
plants that are not available from anyone else, so it's definitely worth a look.
Who is Sunset Valley Orchids, you ask? Why, that’s the nursery with the plethora
of FCC/AOS awards over the last ten years; the nursery that bred Fredclarkeara
After Dark and its multitude of award winners including several FCC’s – pure
black Catasetum like flowers by the bushel. They’re also outstanding Cattleya
breeders with many award winning grexes to their credit including Potinara
Martha Clarke.
So, head to their website at www.sunsetvalleyorchids.com and check out their
catalogue. There is something for everyone including mini-Catts, which are clearly
identified as such.

Photo of Fredclarkeara (Fdk.) After Dark x Catasetum
(Ctsm.) Mark Dimmitt

Editor’s Note: Well, that’s it for now folks. Hope you enjoyed this newsletter and the many photographs provided by our various
contributors. Deadline for contributions for the next newsletter is August 31, 2009. If you have anything to report, information to share,
photos to show, things to sell, or are looking for a particular plant or are seeking help with a particular orchid related problem, please
get this material to me by the due date by e-mail @ ricksobkowicz@rogers.com or by post, mailing address is Rick Sobkowicz, 13
Sandringham Court, Ottawa, ON K2J 2H9. Bye for now!
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