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Welcome back! For a grand start to the year, here is what is planned for you: 

 
January 9-10, 2021:  Virtual Show Table photo submission. 

 
January 13, 2021 at 7:00 p.m:  Orchids Discussion Group (ODG) meeting. You can ask questions 
about orchid culture, care tips, and discuss any orchid related topic you are interested in. 

 
January 17, 2021 at 1:30 p.m:  Terry Kennedy of Orchids in our Tropics will speak on orchid 
mimicry and strange behaviours exhibited by certain orchids (see page 4 for details). 
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President’s Message 

 
Well, here we are at the start of a New Year and let’s hope this year turns 
out better than 2020, with no more major surprises in store! We certainly 
had our share of surprises in 2020, and for a while in the springtime I was 
not sure how we would even be able to keep the Society going through 
all the restrictions. But the Virtual Show that we were able to set up in 
April worked out well, and we started to have virtual Board meetings 
when needed via Zoom. Our switch to Zoom for Society meetings 
starting in September has also gone very well, even better than I 
expected. My sincere thanks to all our members for your continued 
support of the Society during these difficult times, and especially to our 
Board members for organizing everything so efficiently! 

I hope you have enjoyed the speakers we have been able to invite, as well 
as the chances for group orders and of course the Virtual Show Tables. There are certainly some 
advantages to the Zoom meetings, where we can have speakers from far away without the 
associated travel and timing issues, as well as being able to see and hear all the presentations right 
on our own computers or tablets. I also feel the Virtual Show Tables are working very well, and we 
are all able to see close-ups of each of the plants sometimes more clearly than we might have seen 
in real life! I myself have definitely found that, since I was always quite involved in the traditional 
meetings and often I had very little time to check out the plants on the Show Table!  

I hope you enjoyed the series of short talks from three of our expert members in the December 
meeting, on Pleurothallids, Lycaste and Oncidiums. The talks were very interesting and informative 
because they were able to include lots of detailed information about their growing conditions as 
well as their successes (and failures!). A big thanks to Joyce Medcalf, Pat Boisvert and Marilyn Light 
for sharing their experiences with us! Then as part of our December Virtual Show Table we had 
not only the regular plant judging by alliances, but also a surprise judging by Pat Boisvert for the 
best photography – thanks, Pat! We plan to include this in future Show Tables, so make sure you 
send in great photos! You can find Pat’s hints and tips on the website at 
http://www.ottawaorchidsociety.com/photographing.html (“members only” pages).  

Thanks to Jan Johns for organizing the details of the Zoom session again this month and putting 
together the slide presentation of the Show Table entries, and thanks to our judges Marie-Josée 
Bergeron, André Couture, Jean Hollebone, Joyce Medcalf and Scott De Vito for reviewing all the 
entries and selecting the winning plants. Thanks once again to Joyce for checking and correcting 
the plant names where needed, and I hope members remember to update their records. This 
month we had a total of 49 entries from 11 members, and I hope to see as many or more in our 
January Show Table. Congratulations to all the winners, and especially to Jane Thompson for Best 
of Show Table! You can see the photos of the winning entries starting on page 8. 

Dave Cooper 

  

http://www.ottawaorchidsociety.com/photographing.html
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Tentative Program for 2021 (all talks will be held at 1:30 p.m.) 
 
January 17, 2021 at 1:30 p.m.: 
 
Speaker:  Terry Kennedy of Orchids in Our Tropics.  
Topic:  Orchids magical and mysterious.  
Speaker Background:  

Terry and her husband Doug have been growing and showing orchids since 1973. They own and 
operate Orchids in Our Tropics, one of the biggest suppliers of orchids to hobbyists in Canada. 
They are life members of the Southern Ontario Orchid Society (SOOS) and between them, they 
have held just about every position in that Society and have played an instrumental role in 
developing SOOS into the successful organization it is today. As a representative of SOOS on the 
Canadian Orchid Congress, the umbrella organization for Canadian Orchid Societies, she has 
attended most of their Annual General Meetings, served as secretary for several terms and was a 
major contributor to key policies such as the Canada-wide insurance system which underpins our 
Annual Show. She has played a leading role in the implementation of all (over 40) of SOOS' 
Annual Orchid Shows. Terry is a strong supporter of Canadian Orchid Societies.   

Terry is also a long term member of the American Orchid Society (AOS). She is in her second term 
as an AOS trustee and also serves on the AOS Governance Committee. Terry is an active AOS 
judge. She is a founder and active supporter of the AOS Toronto Judging Centre, which up until 
this year also included the Supplemental Montréal Judging Centre. She is a respected judge both 
nationally and internationally, and has participated in judging many Shows, including World Orchid 
Congress Shows held in North America, Singapore, South Africa and Ecuador. As a result, she 
knows just about everyone in the international orchid world. One of her most exciting and 
proudest moments came when the SOOS display that she coordinated for the 1984 World Orchid 
Congress in Miami won a Silver Medal and several trophies for plants.  

Many of our members bought plants recently from Orchids in Our Tropics. If you have questions 
about their care and culture, please bring them to the question period following her talk. 
 

Upcoming Events 

Jean Hollebone (Program Chair)  

February Mark Whalen of the Windsor Orchid Society will talk about his participation at the 
flower festival in Medellin, Colombia, which highlights orchids. It is a three week city 
holiday, culminating in a floral parade rivaling the Rose Bowl Parade. 

March Steven Frowine will talk about fragrant orchids. He is a well known American 
horticulturalist, public speaker and author of several books including Fragrant Orchids:  
A Guide to Selecting, Growing, and Enjoying. At the Missouri Botanical Garden, he 
managed one of the largest orchid collections in the United States, over 10,000 plants. 
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Virtual Show Table for February (DEADLINE FEBRUARY 14TH) 
 
Our Virtual Show Tables are working very well, and I am pleased to see that many members have 
participated. For the February meeting, the rules will be the same as for the previous Show Tables 
(given in the September 2020 Spike) and the deadline for entries will again be one week before 
the meeting, making it Sunday February 14th (yes, it’s Valentine’s Day, a good day to share your 
orchid flowers!). Your photos must be taken that weekend, either February 13th or February 14th, and 
should be sent by email to me at orchidae@storm.ca. Remember to include your name as well as the 
full name of each plant (or NOID if you don’t have the name).  
 
As a reminder, please take two photos, one showing the whole plant and one a close-up of the flower. 
If possible, please send your photos as attachments to your email because I can then see the name 
of the image file. If the photo is embedded directly into the body of the email, then the image file 
name does not show up. All members are welcome to participate and you can send in photos of as 
many plants as you wish. Our expert judges will judge all the photos in the same alliances we use for 
our usual Show Tables. We will award ribbons for first, second and third in each alliance as usual, as 
well as a rosette for Best of Show Table. We will also award ribbons for the best photography. 
 

Dave Cooper (President orchidae@storm.ca) 

 

Orchids Discussion Group 
 
The ODG meeting will be held once a month from 7:00-8:00 p.m. on Zoom (preregistration is 
required). This month’s meeting will be held on Jan 13, 2021 at 7:00 p.m. At this meeting, you can 
ask questions and talk about orchid culture, share tips, and discuss any orchid related topic you are 
interested in.  
 
You may submit your questions or desired discussion topics to Pat Boisvert, our Conservation 
Chair (Pat.g.boisvert@gmail.com), ahead of time. Helen Nitschkie will email the question/topic list 
to OOS members one week before the ODG meeting date, along with the link for registration. A 
list of questions/discussion topics will be posted on the OOS website at 
http://www.ottawaorchidsociety.com/orchid_discussion_group_questions.html. 
 
To facilitate this new venture, registration will be open until one hour before the meeting starts. 
 
We hope you will enjoy participating in the ODG and can get back the community feel of our club. 
We look forward to the first meeting. 

The OOS Board 

 

mailto:orchidae@storm.ca
mailto:orchidae@storm.ca
mailto:Pat.g.boisvert@gmail.com
http://www.ottawaorchidsociety.com/orchid_discussion_group_questions.html
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Zoom Meetings Reminder 

 

 Please register for each monthly Zoom meeting by the deadline indicated. Although we have 

not approached the limit yet, we do have limited “seats” and this cannot be exceeded. 

 Registration must be done for each separate meeting. 

 If you have not received your link after registration, you must let me know at least 1 hour 

before the meeting starts at janet.johns@sympatico.ca. Once the meeting is started at about 

1:00 p.m., I am not available. 

 Please sign on to the meeting before 1:25 p.m. You will be put into a waiting room, and it 
takes time to let you in. Once I have started the meeting at 1:30 p.m., you may have to wait 
for a few minutes as I share my screen for the opening protocols and agenda. 
 

Plant Group Orders 
 

1. Les Orchidophiles de Montréal have generously invited the OOS to participate in two group 
orders they are offering their Society. The first is for Ecuagenera which specializes in South 
and Central American orchid species and the second is for Orchis Floraculture, a Taiwanese 
firm which specializes in seedlings of popular orchids. The company products lists will be 
provided separately. Both orders are all inclusive, i.e., the price (Cdn $) includes shipping, 
brokerage fees, currency exchange, customs duties, etc., and any other costs associated with 
getting the orchids into Canada. Montréal has asked that we send in only one order for the 
Society. That means, if you wish to place an order, the order must be handed and paid for to 
Jean Hollebone before end of day February 12th. The orders will be delivered aound May 
20th. Looking at the prices of the orchids, I assume that the Taiwanese orchids will be bare 
root seedlings, the same may be true for Ecuagenera. This notice is so that you can start 
looking at the order lists and making your choices. I will send the order forms in a 
separate email as soon as I have translated them.  
 
Note:  The OOS will not and cannot take any responsibility for quality, size or health of 
plants but will arrange for collection of orders from Montréal and delivery to and 
distribution in Ottawa.    
 
As the orders are coming into Canada from abroad, the total order must be presented to 
Customs broken down as individual species/hybrids and then reassembled later into 
individual buyer orders prior to distribution. That is why I need individual orders a few days 
ahead of the Montréal deadline to do the sorting.  
 

2. David Sorokowsky of Paph Paradise (California) has informed us that he has now received 
his CITES permit to ship. He has cancelled all our previously submitted orders and asked 
anyone who wishes to order to start anew. His new list is on his web site at 
www.PaphParadise.com. As before, Alan Koch of Gold Country Orchids will be joining 
with David in the order. His list of available plants will be submitted to us shortly and orders 

mailto:janet.johns@sympatico.ca
http://www.paphparadise.com/
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for his plants can be made to David Sorokowsky. Alan has a new shipment of Australian 
Sarcochilus orchids which have wonderful colours. These orders will be delivered around the 
end of April, directly to Ottawa and will include all costs. David will expect payment by 
credit card before shipping. His deadline for orders will be February 15. More details to be 
posted shortly.  
 

December Meeting Recap 
 
A total of 35 members signed up for the meeting this month. 
 

1. Jan Johns (as reindeer) opened the meeting with meeting protocols. 

2. Dave Cooper went through the agenda and thanked everyone for attending. 

3. Jean Hollebone introduced our member speakers. Pat Boisvert managed Chat to ask (and in 

his case answer) questions. 

a. Joyce Medcalf spoke on Pleurothallids (including Masdevallia) and showed pictures of 

her set up. Questions were asked and answered.  

b. Pat Boisvert spoke on Lycaste and showed his plants and growing conditions. 

Questions were asked and answered. 

c. Marilyn Light spoke on Oncidiums (see her article on page 15-16). Questions were 

asked and answered. 

4. Jean thanked the speakers and spoke about the upcoming program:  Terry Kennedy in 

January, Mark Whelan in February (Colombia Orchid Show) and Steven Frowine in March 

(fragrant orchids). 

5. The Virtual Orchid Show Table results were announced with a slide show (see later in this 

issue). 

a. Pat Boisvert explained the new judging category:  Photography Awards that will now 

become part of the monthly Virtual Show Table. He explained the reasons for 

choosing the 1st and 2nd awards. 

b. Members’ Choice:  The ribbon winners were presented in a poll for those in 

attendance at the meeting to vote on. 

6. Dave indicated that there was no new business this month other than we are still looking for 

someone to take care of Facebook. 

7. Jan started a Holiday Greetings Slide Show (including Greetings and pictures of past Holiday 

Special Meetings) that was interrupted (at the end) by Bells (thanks Jean) and Doug Vye with 

Santa Hat who raised a beverage for our collective toast to the season. Many greetings were 

shared as the meeting came to an end. We wish everyone a Very Happy New Year – let us 

hope we can get back to meeting in person by this time next year. 
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Judging Centre Update 
 
The Montréal Judging Centre will not be meeting in early 2021 due to the ongoing pandemic.   
In all likelihood, the Centre will continue to meet via Zoom until at least March 2021. Members can 
attend the Centre’s lecture starting at 10:00 a.m. on January 16th. The lecture lasts one hour.  This 
month’s lecture will be on Orchid reproduction by Michel Tremblay. 

 

Join Zoom Meeting 

https://umontreal.zoom.us/j/98033089644?pwd=dGdSeFQ0c0RIVlVQUGJrWFVvSWx4QT09 

Meeting ID: 980 3308 9644 

Passcode: 123559 

One tap mobile 

+12042727920, 98033089644#,,,,,,0#,,123559# Canada 

+14388097799, 98033089644#,,,,,,0#,,123559# Canada 

André Couture 

Orchidophilia 2021 Show 

Due to the ongoing pandemic, the Board has decided that we will not be able to hold our 
Orchidophilia Annual Show in 2021. The Show would normally be held in April at the RA Centre, 
but with all the health issues and associated restrictions on gatherings it is not feasible to hold the 
Show this year. We look forward to having a great Show once again in 2022, and we hope all our 
loyal vendors and exhibitors will be able to participate at that time.  

The OOS Board 

 

Cattleya trianae (select x November)  
Photo:  Angèle Biljan 

Cattleya C. G. Roebling ‘Blue Indigo’ 
Photo:  Angèle Biljan 

https://umontreal.zoom.us/j/98033089644?pwd=dGdSeFQ0c0RIVlVQUGJrWFVvSWx4QT09
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DECEMBER VIRTUAL SHOW TABLE RIBBON WINNERS 

ALLIANCE GROWER NAME OF PLANT RIBBON 
AWARD 

Cattleya Alliance 
Judged by  
Joyce Medcalf 

Jane Thompson Cattleya C.G. Roebling 'Blue Indigo' 1st 

Angèle Biljan Cattleya coccinea aurea 'Tokyo Yellow' 2nd 

Jean Hollebone Brassocatanthe Roman Holiday (Cattlianthe Chocolate 
Drop x Brassavola nodosa) 'Bronze Prince' 

2nd 

Jean Hollebone Rhyncholaeliocattleya Bill Krull (Rhyncholaeliocattleya 
Orglade's Wild Card x Rhyncholaeliocattleya Ponkan's 
Southern Lady) 'Krull's Primavera' AM/AOS 

3rd 

Sabina Gupta Bardendrum Terusan (Barkeria skinneri x Epidendrum 
haematanthum) x Barkeria skinneri 

3rd 

Cypripedium Alliance 
Judged by  
Marie-Josée Bergeron 

Tommy Wingreen Paphiopedilum Hilo Jewel (Paphiopedilum Hsinying 
Majakun x Paphiopedilum Hsinying Jewel) 

1st 

Sabina Gupta Paphiopedilum Mountain Lass (Paphiopedilum Mountain 
Meadow x Paphiopedilum helenae)  

2nd 

Angèle Biljan Phragmipedium Inca Embers Le Doux's Deluxe AM/AOS  
(Phragmipedium Andean Fire x Phragmipedium 
longifolium) 

3rd 

Dendrobium Alliance 
Judged by 
Marie-Josée Bergeron 

Sabina Gupta Dendrobium nobile Love Memory 'Fizz' 1st 

Sabina Gupta Dendrobium nobile 'Oriental Paradise' 2nd 

Sabina Gupta Dendrobium bracteosum  3rd 

Oncidium Alliance 
Judged by 
Scott De Vito 

Ann Smutylo Oncidium Tsiku Marguerite #1 (Oncidium Twinkle x 
Oncidium sotoanum) 

1st 

Angèle Biljan Schunkeara (Syn. Beallara) Big Shot 'Hilo Sparkle' 
AM/AOS (Aliceara Tahoma Glacier x Miltoniopsis Maui 
Titan)  

2nd 

Maria Martins Oncidium Twinkle 'Fantasy' (Oncidium cheirophorum x 
Oncidium sotoanum) 

3rd 

Ann Smutylo Psychopsis Mendenhall 'Hildos' FCC/AOS (Psychopsis 
Butterfly x Psychopsis papilio) 

3rd 

Phalaenopsis Alliance 
Judged by 
André Couture 

Mila Kouznetsova Phalaenopsis NOID - Picotee 1st 

Maria Martins Phalaenopsis Germaine Vincent (Phalaenopsis violacea x 
Phalaenopsis speciosa) 

2nd 

Ann Smutylo Phalaenopsis NOID 2nd 

Tommy Wingreen Phalaenopsis Yu Pin Infrared Ray (Phalaenopsis Yu Pin 
Fireworks x Phalaenopsis Yu Pin Ocicat) 

3rd 

Pleurothallid Alliance 
Judged by 
Jean Hollebone 

Joyce Medcalf Lepanthes elegantula 1st 

Joyce Medcalf Pleurothallis correllii 'Hill Island' CHM/AOS 2nd 

Miscellaneous 
Judged by 
Jean Hollebone 
 
 
Miscellaneous 
Judged by 

Maria Martins Zygolum Louisendorf grex 'Rhein Moonlight' 
(Zygosepalum labiosum x Zygopetalum Artur Elle)  

1st 

Pat Boisvert Angulocaste Santa Barbara 'Marsh Hollow' HCC/AOS 
(Lycaste Auburn x Angulocaste Paul Grip) 

2nd 

Sabina Gupta Maxillaria variabilis 2nd 

Pat Boisvert Lycaste Eightysixth Kiss (Lycaste Geri Male x Lycaste 
Golden Emperor) 'Marsh Hollow' AM/AOS division #2 

2nd 
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DECEMBER VIRTUAL SHOW TABLE RIBBON WINNERS 

ALLIANCE GROWER NAME OF PLANT RIBBON 
AWARD 

Jean Hollebone 
(continued) 

Maria Martins Zygonisia Murasakikomachi (Zygonisia Roquebrune x 
Aganisia cyanea) #1 

3rd 

Pat Boisvert Lycaste Eightysixth Kiss (Lycaste Geri Male x Lycaste 
Golden Emperor) 'Marsh Hollow' AM/AOS 

3rd 

Photography Awards 
Judged by 
Pat Boisvert 

Tommy Wingreen Phalaenopsis OX Little Prince (Phalaenopsis Chih Shang's 
Stripes x Phalaenopsis OX Black Jack) 

1st 

Maria Martins Dendrobium nobile 2nd 

Best of Show Table 
 

Jane Thompson Cattleya C.G. Roebling 'Blue Indigo' 

Members' Choice 
by Attendee Vote 

Ann Smutylo Oncidium Tsiku Marguerite #1 (Oncidium Twinkle x Oncidium 
sotoanum) 

 

 

December Virtual Show Table Results  

Lepanthes elegantula 
Joyce Medcalf 

1
st

 

Pleurothallis correllii ‘Hill Island’ CHM/AOS 
Joyce Medcalf 

2
nd

 

Pleurothallid Alliance  
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2
nd

 

3
rd

 

Cattleya Alliance 

Best of Show Table 
Cattleya C.G. Roebling ‘Blue Indigo’ 

Jane Thompson 

1
st

 

Cattleya coccinea aurea ‘Tokyo Yellow’ 
Angèle Biljan 

2
nd

 

Brassocatanthe Roman Holiday 
(Cattlianthe Chocolate Drop x Brassavola 

nodosa) ‘Bronze Prince’ 
Jean Hollebone 

2
nd

 

Rhyncholaeliocattleya Bill Krull (Rhyncholaeliocattleya Orglade’s Wild 
Card x Rhyncholaeliocattleya Ponkan's Southern Lady) ‘Krull’s 

Primavera’ AM/AOS 
Jean Hollebone 

3
rd

 

3
rd

 

Bardendrum Terusan (Barkeria skinneri x 
Epidendrum haematanthum) x Barkeria skinneri 

Sabina Gupta 
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 Best Photo Award  

Dendrobium bracteosum  
Sabina Gupta 

Dendrobium nobile Love Memory ‘Fizz’ 
Sabina Gupta  

Dendrobium nobile ‘Oriental Paradise’ 
Sabina Gupta  

1
st

 2
nd

 

3
rd

 

Phalaenopsis OX Little Prince (Phalaenopsis Chih 
Shang’s Stripes x Phalaenopsis OX Black Jack) 

Tommy Wingreen 

1
st

 

Dendrobium nobile 
Maria Martins 

2
nd

 

Dendrobium Alliance 
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Paphiopedilum Hilo Jewel 
(Paphiopedilum Hsinying Majakun x 

Paphiopedilum Hsinying Jewel) 
Tommy Wingreen 

1
st

 

Paphiopedilum Mountain Lass 
(Paphiopedilum Mountain Meadow 

x Paphiopedilum helenae)  
Sabina Gupta 

Phragmipedium Inca Embers Le 
Doux’s Deluxe AM/AOS  

(Phragmipedium Andean Fire x 
Phragmipedium longifolium) 

Angèle Biljan 

2
nd

 3
rd

 

Cypripedium Alliance 

Phalaenopsis Germaine Vincent 
(Phalaenopsis violacea x Phalaenopsis 

speciosa) 
Maria Martins 

2
nd

 

Phalaenopsis NOID – Picotee 
Mila Kouznetsova 

1
st

 

Phalaenopsis NOID 
Ann Smutylo 

2
nd

 

Phalaenopsis Alliance 

3
nd

 

Phalaenopsis Yu Pin Infrared Ray 
(Phalaenopsis Yu Pin Fireworks x 

Phalaenopsis Yu Pin Ocicat) 
Tommy Wingreen 
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Member’s Choice Award 
Oncidium Tsiku Marguerite #1 (Oncidium 

Twinkle x Oncidium sotoanum) 
Ann Smutylo 

1
st

 

 

Schunkeara (Syn. Beallara) Big Shot ‘Hilo 
Sparkle’ AM/AOS (Aliceara Tahoma 

Glacier x Miltoniopsis Maui Titan)  
Angèle Biljan 

2
nd

 

Oncidium Twinkle ‘Fantasy’ (Oncidium 
cheirophorum x Oncidium sotoanum) 

Maria Martins 

Onicidium Alliance 

Psychopsis Mendenhall ‘Hildos’ FCC/AOS 
(Psychopsis Butterfly x Psychopsis papilio) 

Ann Smutylo 

3
rd

 

3
rd
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Zygolum Louisendorf grex ‘Rhein 

Moonlight’ (Zygosepalum labiosum x 
Zygopetalum Artur Elle)  

Maria Martins 

Angulocaste Santa Barbara ‘Marsh 
Hollow’ HCC/AOS (Lycaste Auburn 

x Angulocaste Paul Grip) 
Pat Boisvert 

Lycaste Eightysixth Kiss 
(Lycaste Geri Male x Lycaste 

Golden Emperor) ‘Marsh Hollow’ 
AM/AOS division #2 

Pat Boisvert 

Lycaste Eightysixth Kiss 
(Lycaste Geri Male x Lycaste 

Golden Emperor) ‘Marsh 
Hollow’ AM/AOS 

Pat Boisvert 

1
st

 

2
nd

 

3
rd

 

Zygonisia Murasakikomachi (Zygonisia 
Roquebrune x Aganisia cyanea) #1 

Maria Martins 

3
rd

 

Maxillaria variabilis 
Sabina Gupta 

2
nd

 

Miscellaneous  

3
rd
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Synopsis of Marilyn Light’s Presentation 
 

ONCIDIUM ALLIANCE 
 

Marilyn Light 
 

December 20, 2020 
 
Growing these orchids well requires attention to: 
 
Temperature/Water/Humidity/Light/Air Movement/Medium 
Choice/Fertilizer/Container  
 
New World epiphytic orchids including: Brassia, Cyrtochilum, Ionopsis, Miltonia, Miltoniopsis, Oncidium, 
Psychopsis, Rodriguezia, Rossioglossum, and Tolumnia. More than 300 species! 
 
Large to small, cold- to heat-loving, growing in seasonally dry or humid habitats, on twigs, trees, 
and some as semi-terrestrials. Some are easy to grow, others very challenging. Grow mounted, in 
baskets, pots, in a variety of media. 
 
Hundreds of hybrids available mostly at shows or from dealers. Cut sprays of yellow-flowered 
Oncidium available from florists.  
 
LOOK TO THE ROOTS 
 
ONLY HEALTHY ROOTS  can take in water and nutrients. In nature, roots wander over bark, 
through a mat of moss/lichen, where is aeration, access to water, and nutrients in small 
quantities.  
 
Whether in a pot, basket, or mounted, there should be root aeration, and access to moisture and 
nutrients. 
 
Match root type to media choice. Fine rooted plants do well in medium to fine coconut husk 
while thicker rooted types do better in coarser mix. Bark/perlite/clay pellets can be used to 
improve aeration and drainage. Baskets/mounts are best used when copious watering/misting is 
required. 
 
Oncidium Twinkle is an easy beginner Oncidium hybrid (Onc. cheirophorum × sotoanum).  
Compact plants produce sprays of fragrant flowers almost year round. Colours include white, 
yellow, pink. Grow the plant warm to intermediate, potted in fine to medium coconut husk, bark, 
perlite, in bright indirect sun or under lights, watering thoroughly then let dry before watering 
again. This plant grows year round so fertilize lightly year round. Repot before a plant show 
distress. 
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If Oncidium leaves are shrivelled, wilting or exhibiting accordion pleating, look first to the roots. 
They may be dead or incapable of absorbing water. The plant may need repotting. If the pot is 
filled with many dead and few live green tipped roots, then it definitely does need repotting, 
perhaps even a change of potting medium. Dead roots can indicate insufficient aeration due to 
water logged or compressed medium. Also look at temperature, humidity, and watering frequency. 
There should be a difference between day and night temperature, the plant should not be placed 
near a source of indoor heat or cold.  
 
WATER 
 
Hard (well) water is to be avoided. Softened water (sodium salts) cannot be used. Rain water or 
melted snow, deionized water are good choices as is city water. Best to let city water stand several 
days before using. Water thoroughly once or twice a week on average.  
 
KEEP A DIARY - TRACK CHANGES 
 
Include:  Repotting dates – which medium? Container type; Light direction, quality, photoperiod, 
temperature – day and night, min/max; Fertilizer – formulation and frequency; Watering, water 
quality; Pesticide use. 
 
TO LEARN MORE...  
 
http://nv-os.org/index.php/the-potting-bench/culture-information/oncidium-odontoglossum-
alliance 
 
https://www.aos.org/orchids/culture-sheets/oncidium.aspx 
 
https://www.carterandholmes.com/pages/psychopsis-papillio-care-sheet 
 
https://www.paikohawaii.com/blog/2015/9/2/botanical-basics-twinkle-orchids 
 

 

 
 

 

       



18 

 

 

Novice Editor’s Corner 

World’s Ugliest Orchid? 

Summary: ‘GASTRODIA AGNICELLUS A new holomycotrophic orchid from southeast 
Madagascar Orchidaceae’ written by Johan Hermans in Curtis’s Botanical Magazine, Volume: 37, 
Issue: 3, Pages: 385-395. 
 

A recently discovered 
holomycotrophic orchid called 
‘Gastrodia agnicellus’ from 
Madagascar was crowned the 
world’s ugliest orchid in 
November 2020. The term 
Gastrodia refers to the belly-like 
appearance of the floral tube. 
Commonly known as potato 
orchids, Gastrodia type belong to 
the subfamily Epidendroideae, 
tribe Gastrodieae. They are 
leafless terrestrial plants that grow 
from a fleshy tuberous rhizome.  
Their survival is reliant on 
mycorrhizal symbiosis and hence 
the name ‘holomycotrophic’.  
There are about 90 species in this 
genus. A majority are found in 

Australasia and less than a handful of them found in tropical Africa, Madagascar and one in 
Mascarenes. Gastrodia spend most of its life underground and appears above the ground only to 
flower or to set fruit. The flowers are white to brown and exhibit a different coloured lip. Gastrodia 
elata Blume is well known for its anticonvulsive, antioxidant and antidepressant properties.  
 
Similar to other Gastrodia, the newly discovered Gastrodia agnicellus is a perennial plant with no 
photosynthesis capacity. The term ‘Agnicellus’ is a Latin word meaning ‘little lamb’, which was 
chosen to reflect the woolly tuberous root of this new species (seen in the picture above) and to 
acknowledge the botanical artist (Deborah Lambkin) who provided a detailed sketch of the new 
species (see the referenced article). It exhibits an epiphytic growth habit and is found at the base of 
trees in shaded humid evergreen forests of South Eastern Madagascar. Plant and flower are found 
partially or completely covered under leaf litter and humus. The flower lip is fleshy, orange-brown 
in colour and morphologically different from other Gastrodia types. Plants flower in August-
September. Cooler and drier temperatures may be needed for setting buds. Because of its exclusive 
dependency on a fungus for survival and the location of its vulnerable habitat, it is classified as an 
endangered species. Interesting? Different? Definitely, but not ‘ugly’ by any measure, for me! 

Gastrodia Agnicellus  
 
Curtis’s Botanical Magazine, Volume: 37, Issue: 3, Pages: 385-395, First 
published: 05 November 2020, DOI: (10.1111/curt.12354)  

https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/action/doSearch?ContribAuthorStored=Hermans%2C+Johan
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Editor’s Wrap  

Welcome to the brand new year of 2021! Did you all have a blast bidding 
farewell to 2020? I sure did and I bet you did too.  
 
So much has happened in 2020 and as I am penning this note sitting in our 
family room, I am also witnessing on television the riots that erupted on 
Capitol Hill in the United States early this evening. What a mess! Well I don’t 
know if I care much about what is happening across the border, but I also 
heard today that our Premier is contemplating a longer and stricter lockdown! That only means we 
are going to be in this confinement for a longer period of time than we had anticipated with some 
inconveniences. But I see the light at the end of the tunnel now that we have vaccines. It is only a 
matter of time before this is all behind us.  
 

Do you know what is so exciting about January? Longer days ! Yes, although winter in the 
northern hemisphere has just begun with the winter solstice on December 21st (the shortest day, 
longest night), the daylight has increased on average by 2 minutes and 7 seconds every day since 
then. I love January. It is frigid cold but it is bright and that is what matters. I am sure our orchids 
have sensed that too because I see them waking up already! Indeed, January brings new beginnings, 
newness and hope all around. Let’s keep our fingers crossed for better and normal days ahead.  
 
We are beginning the year in grand fashion with much planned for us as a Society! That shows our 
commitment to our passion and to our love! Did you read it already? Yup – more plant orders, 
exciting talks, new ODG meetings and more. Thanks again to all Board members for their hard 
work. Many of you were not able to attend the December meeting I noticed. I hope you will be 
able to this month. I very much enjoyed the personal touch that each of our December speakers 
had in their talks. It is always nice to see and hear about how our members grow their orchids and 
their challenges. I was also impressed by Marilyn Light’s on-the spot virtual diagnosis of some 
orchid issues that a couple of us asked about after the meeting. If you have orchid issues, bring 
them to the meeting or to the newly established ODG forum.  
 
The Virtual Show Table was a success again. Thanks to those of you who participated in it by 
submitting your orchid photos. I have to mention how well my plants did at the Show Table! This 

was my first time submitting photos and I was the proud winner of 6 ribbons . Well, now that 
Pat Boisvert has started Best Photography Awards and explained what he considers a good photo, 
I am beginning to see imperfections in all the photos of my orchids that I have ever taken. Ah well! 
Better efforts next time! Congratulations to all the winners.  
 
I have a lot more to say but for now, I will close this by saying thanks to everyone who has 
contributed and continue to contribute to Spike, online meetings, Virtual Show Tables, judging, 
Society activities, and to all of you for your support and participation. See you on January 17th. 

Sabina Gupta (Editor, Spike Newsletter) 


