SPIKE
Newsletter of the Ottawa Orchid Society

January 2019
CALVIN WONG
Calvin Wong, founder of Tropical Gardens Orchids, is our special Guest Speaker.
His talk will be on the genus Coelogyne.

This genus consists of over 200 epiphyte
species found from India to the Pacific
Islands, but mainly in Borneo, Sumatra
and the Himalayas.

Coelogyne Cristata
‗Jardin botanique de Montréal‘
Founded in 1999, Tropical Gardens Orchids is a family owned nursery located in Richmond, B.C.
The founder, Calvin Wong, is an experienced orchid grower and hybridizer. He is an accredited
judge of the American Orchid Society, Vice Chair of the AOS, Western Canada Judging Centre,
and Past President of the Canadian Orchid Congress (COC). Calvin often judges various
International Orchid Shows and is invited to different speaking engagements in North America.
He is also published in various publications, including the Orchid Digest.
Members can pre-order orchids at www.tgorchids.com . Insert ―OOS Pre-order 2019‖ as the title
of your e-mail. Please consult the December 2018 Spike for the pre-order details or the OOS
Website at www.ottawaorchidsociety.com , for the plant listing.
Note: Calvin will not bring plants for sale at the meeting.

Orchids 101 will be hosted by Calvin Wong. The topic is, “What to do with your newly acquired bare root
th
orchids”. The session will start at 12:30 p.m. on January 20 , at the back right corner of the meeting room.
All are welcome.
The Ottawa Orchid Society meets the third Sunday of every month from
September to May, except April, at 1:30 p.m. at the Tom Brown Arena, 141 Bayview Road, Ottawa
MEMBERSHIP: $25.00 from September 1, to August 31, $5.00 donation for Visitors
Don‘t forget to bring your blooming Orchids for the Show Table.

1

Board of Directors

Table of Contents

President/Webmaster/Show Chair
David Cooper
613-256-2853
Orchidae@storm.ca

Calvin Wong……………….…………………………….1
Board of Directors……………………………………….2
President‘s Message……………………………………3
Continuing Program for 2018-2019………………..….4
Orchids 101 January - Calvin Wong………….……….4
Orchids 101 December - Displays………………..…...4
Displaying Your Orchids - Orchids 101 Review….….7
Plants Needed for the SOOS Orchid Show…….........8
A Tribute to David Lim (1945-2018)…………......……9
Everything About Orchids - Online Course..……….13
Cypripedium reginae………..……………………..….14
Orchids 101 - March 2019…………………………...16
Blogs: Flowers Across Sydney and
Flowers Across Melbourne.…………….…………….17
Peer to Peer Lending Library Reminder…….………17
Does My Orchid Have to Be Repotted?...................18
OOS Show Table for December.…………………….22
October Judging Session………………….………….27
Montréal Supplemental Judging Centre……….……28
Judging Centres……………………………………….28
Upcoming AOS Webinars…………………………….28
AOS Orchids Plus Software………………………….29
Book Review…………………………………………...30
Upcoming Canadian Orchid Shows…………………31
Upcoming International Orchid Shows………………32
Botanical Garden Orchid Shows…………………….34
Editor‘s Wrap…………………………………………..36

Vice President
Jan Johns
613-253-1996
janet.johns@sympatico.ca
Past President/Show Co-Chair
Janet Johns
613-749-0614
johnjns@sympatico.ca
Secretary
Henriette Watkins 613-235-4570
watkinskc@sympatico.ca
Treasurer
Doug Vye
613-722-6738
douglas.vye@sympatico.ca
Membership
Helen Nitschkie
613-823-6876
h.nitschkie@gmail.com
Program Manager
André Couture
613-233-7335
andrec.couture@sympatico.ca
AOS Representative
Margaret Haydon 613-825-0827
haydonm@rogers.com
COC Representative
Joyce Medcalf
613-659-2760
jmedcalf@1000island.net
Conservation Representative
Pam McLennan
613-710-8336
mclennan48@gmail.com
Editor, SPIKE Newsletter
Bev Burtnyk
613-739-1941
blair.burtnyk@sympatico.ca
Mailing Address
Ottawa Orchid Society
221 Glebe Avenue
Ottawa, Ontario
K1S 2C8
Canada
www.ottawaorchidsociety.com

2

President‟s Message
Hi Everyone,
I hope you all enjoyed the Christmas Social, and I would like to say a big
Thank You to all who brought in food items for our pot luck table! Lots of
delicious goodies with plenty of variety, an excellent start to the Christmas
season! Thanks also to everyone who brought in something for the raffle
table and I hope you picked up a nice gift to go under the tree. I was lucky
to get some tea and teacups - ideal for my British background!
This month we will have a talk by Calvin Wong of Tropical Gardens Orchids.
Full details on Calvin‘s presentation will be included elsewhere in Spike.
Calvin will be bringing plants, but only for those who have pre-ordered.
Preparations for the show are continuing apace, with another meeting of the Show Committee
scheduled for January 22nd and a meeting of the Publicity Committee shortly before that. You may
have seen that I have been updating the various entry forms and other information in the website, in
the Show Information page http://www.ottawaorchidsociety.com/show_info.html. So far, we have two
new participants this year - Garden Slipper Orchids, and Niagara Region Orchid Society. We
welcome both of them to our show.
Happy New Year to everyone, and I am sure 2019 will be another great year for orchid enthusiasts!

Dave Cooper

Some of the goodies at the Festive Social Potluck.
Photo taken by Arlene Lang.
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Continuing Program for 2018-2019
January
February
March
April
May
June/July

Calvin Wong - Tropical Gardens Orchids
Auction
Peter Lin - Big Leaf Orchids
Ottawa Orchid Show
George Hatfield - Hatfield Orchids
Summer Holidays

André Couture
Program Manager

Orchids 101 - January 2019
Calvin Wong will do a presentation on ―What to do with your newly acquired bare root orchids‖.
This presentation will be of interest to all members as many of us struggle to establish our new
acquisitions. Orchids 101 will start at 12:30 p.m. to 1:15 p.m.

Jean Hollebone, Jan Johns, André Couture

Orchids 101 - December 2018
Display Demonstration
Photos taken by Arlene Lang

Helen Nitschkie‘s Display
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Barbara Wysocka‘s Display

Janet Johns‘ Display
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Jean Hollebone‘s Display

Bev Burtnyk‘s Display
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Displaying Your Orchids - Orchids 101 Review
Thanks to all our exhibitors: Janet Johns, Barbara Wysocka, Bev Burtnyk, Helen Nitschkie and Jean
Hollebone for supplying a visual display for Joyce Medcalf‘s comments illuminating the judging
process for displays.
Marks are awarded as follows: General Arrangement 35, Quality of Flowers 35, Variety 20 and
Labels 10.
General Arrangement - You don‘t need to use the entire table you are given, use a black cloth to set
the boundaries. Try for a triangle with the height 1 1⁄2 times the width with a focal point. If you use
containers or baskets, find some way to link/connect them together for flow. If not using containers,
wrap all the containers with black cloth, or whatever you are using to cover the table. You can also
use moss, bark slabs or driftwood. The key is that the flowers must be the focus. Do not include
anything that takes the eye away from them, i.e., ornaments or variegated foliage. Plain, live nonorchid foliage or stones and driftwood are fine to use, very minimally but no plastic.
Quality of Flowers - You can buy some from the supermarket or borrow them from friends if the
flowers are good. You only need to register the display for judging. Ensure that you have checked the
plants for bugs, cleaned the leaves, removed any unsightly foliage/roots and used floral tape rather
than orchid clips for staking. Check the rules for displays for the show you are attending as there may
be specific rules for specific shows.
Variety - This means a variety of forms not necessarily different classes.
Labels - These are important and can make a difference. Make sure the full name is neatly written. P.
bellina should be written as Phalaenopsis bellina. Hybrid names are not italicized. You do not have to
use italics for species on show plant labels, but it is nice to do so if you are able to do it well. Labels
should be small, clear and readable, staked close to the flower, but not distract the eye. They can be
done on a black or dark green background for best effect.

Jan Johns
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PLANTS NEEDED FOR THE SOUTHERN ONTARIO ORCHID SOCIETY SHOW
FEB. 8-10, 2019
Plants for the Southern Ontario Orchid Society (SOOS) Orchid Show in Toronto, on February 8-10,
should be dropped off at Rick Sobkowicz and Margaret Haydon's house, 13 Sandringham Court,
Nepean, ON K2J 2H9, phone number 613-825-0827 before 3 p.m. on Thursday, February 7th.
I will return them to Rick and Margaret‘s house, weather permitting, Monday, February 11th.
**Please call Rick or Margaret to arrange a suitable time for plant drop off AND for pick up!
Please help by:
1. Putting your name on the pot - on the back or underneath.
2. Putting your name and list of plants INSIDE the box AND on the OUTSIDE of the box.
3. Include the parentage of hybrids, if possible.
4. Please ensure the name on the plant tag is spelled correctly.
5. Pack plants carefully so they are protected from wobbling & from the elements during transport.
Stake for transport and for best display, as appropriate.
6. Clean the foliage - use water or water with a little milk, or dilute lemon juice. Never use plant shine
products.
7. Remove any damaged/old flowers and leaves.
8. Check well for bugs!
9. PLEASE, email Joyce Medcalf, jmedcalf@1000island.net BEFORE Tuesday, FEBRUARY 5th
with the list of your plants (if you have email) even 'possible' plants, so that I can research them for
the correct or updated names, and I must register them online by Thursday the 7th.
10. I need to know: colour, any markings, horizontal size. For Paphiopedilums, the DOMINANT
colour of the flower. You can send me a picture and or check the SOOS show schedule.
https://soos.ca/Show/SOOS_2019_Show_Schedule.pdf.
Thanks.

Joyce Medcalf
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A TRIBUTE TO DAVID LIM (1945-2018)
A Master Hybridizer whose first love was Phalaenopsis.
Dr. Emrys Chew
The orchid-growing communities of Singapore and the wider region were greatly saddened by the
demise of David Lim, Manager of the National Orchid Garden, Singapore, one week ago.
David‘s lifelong passion for orchids began in 1961, when he flowered his first orchid - a Phalaenopsis
bellina from Sarawak - with a fragrance that was pure enchantment.
David became a dedicated grower and breeder of many fine orchids. Of the 156 orchid hybrids
originated/registered as his pioneering legacy, no fewer than 65 were in the Phalaenopsis alliance,
his first love. These he raised at his Seletar nursery from the early 1980s to mid-1990s, together with
his equally passionate and devoted wife, Ame, the love of his life.
I attach photos of some of those hybrids. Historically, they comprise the single largest contribution
made by any individual to the production of Novelty Phalaenopsis in Singapore.
Photos courtesy of Malayan Orchid Review.

David Lim, the late Manager of the National Orchid
Garden, Singapore, shown here with three hybrids of 1992
vintage: Phalaenopsis Ong Teong Wan, Phal. Heng Geck
Lan and Phal. Toto Han.

Phalaenopsis David Lim (1972), the inaugural hybrid, was a
cross made simultaneously by both David Lim and fellow
Singaporean orchid breeder Syed Yusof Alsagoff. Yusof‘s
seedlings flowered first, but the cross was still unregistered
when David‘s seedlings began to bloom. Yusof generously
allowed David to turn this promising primary hybrid into a
memorable namesake orchid that was also his first successful
registration of an orchid hybrid. The excellence of this
combination has been demonstrated, time and again, by
repeat crosses.
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In 1987 David Lim received his first Eric Holttum
Gold Medal, an accolade bestowed by the Orchid
Society of South East Asia (OSSEA) on the
originator of the best local hybrid. The winning
clone was Phalaenopsis Amber Delite ‗Benjamin‘
AM/OSSEA (top right), grown by Michael Ooi of
Penang, who appears in this photo with David with Michael Ooi and David Lim

Gallery of Phalaenopsis hybrids (1981-91): (left to
right) Phal. Star of Clementi (Mrs. Ame Lim); Phal.
Ame Lim; Phal. Casandra Lim; Phal. James
Leung; Phal. Jerome Lim; Phal. Jimmy Lim; Phal.
Peggy Tan; Phal. Midori Matsumoto; Phal. Betty
Leong.
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Gallery of Phalaenopsis hybrids (1991-93): (left to
right) Phal. Seletar Gem; Phal. Seletar Gold; Phal.
Seletar Little Angel; Phal. Singapore Swing; Phal.
Ong Teong Wan; Phal. Seletar Polkadots; Phal. Toto
Han; Phal. Heng Chiang Meng; Phal. Seletar Pink
Leopard.

Gallery of Phalaenopsis hybrids (1993-95): (left to
right) Phal. Seletar Tiger; Phal. June Looi; Phal.
Seletar Elf; Phal. Chew Eng Lam; Phal. Ng Ju An;
Phal. Ng Ju Mei; Phal. Seletar Little Leopard;
Phal. Zonta Seventeen; Phal. Chen-Lee Hup Ee.
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Phalaenopsis Seletar Gold, exhibited at the 11th
Shah Alam International Orchid Show (2001).

Phalaenopsis Sweet Memory ‗Ame Lim‘
HCC/OSSEA, exhibited by David Lim (1990).

David Lim was the Manager of National Orchid
Garden.
Rest in Peace, David Lim. Thanks for your passion
for orchids, your hybridization work with Phalaenopsis
and your amazing contributions to the orchid world.
You will be greatly missed.

Many thanks to Dr. Emrys Chew for his
permission to share this article with us.

12

Everything About Orchids - Free Online Open Course
Hosted by Longwood Gardens in Philadelphia, USA
Registration opens January 19, 2019

Join us for a new learning experience at Longwood Gardens. We are excited to present Everything
About Orchids to our guests as a free online open course. Whether you are new to orchids or a
seasoned grower, this class will offer valuable insights from the experts at Longwood Gardens, one of
the great gardens of the world.
Learn more about Longwood‘s outstanding orchid collection and how you can grow and enjoy orchids
in your own home with Greg Griffis, Orchid Grower, and Peter Zale, Associate Director of
Conservation, Plant Breeding and Collections. You will learn about different types of orchids, their
cultural needs, and how to use these plants in your home, in floral designs, and even in the
landscape! Learn tips and techniques for repotting and propagating orchids as Greg discusses the
care and culture of Longwood's orchid collection. Discover some unique native orchids and learn
about how we are breeding and conserving some of these exciting terrestrial species.
This massive open online course (MOOC) is self-paced and is open for participants to join at any
time. Learn through video lectures, discussion forums, and opportunities for interaction with the
instructors. The course also offers you a chance to share your growing experiences with fellow
enthusiasts. We look forward to learning together.
https://longwoodgardens.org/events-and-performances/events/everything-about-orchids-online-openclass
I completed this course last year and found it to be very interesting and fun to do. You take the course
at your own pace and stop it anytime to continue on another day. The course usually finishes in May.
It was interesting to see their collection and the course goes through various genera of orchids. Some
of the topics have multiple choice question tests at the end, but are easy to complete. At the end of
each chapter you will receive a certificate of completion. You also receive a certificate of completion
once you complete the full course. This is not a paid course and can‘t be used as credits towards any
other course or certificate. I highly recommend this course for orchid growers.

Bev Burtnyk
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Cypripedium reginae (Showy Lady's Slipper Orchids)

Cypripedium reginae
The exquisite coloration and large size of Cypripedium reginae, makes it one of the most spectacular
native North American orchids. The magnificence of this plant lies in both the flowers and the foliage.
Fortunately this is also one of the easiest Cypripediums to grow in your garden.
Cypripedium reginae is a large native orchid species that can grow into an impressive clump. It is not
unusual for a single plant to quickly reach the size of 8-12 stems with a root system of several feet in
diameter. Plants should be located no less than two feet from one another. Cypripedium reginae can
tolerate more sun than some of the other Cypripedium species and can reach a height of 2-3 feet.
With as little as 2 hours of direct sun they will grow a bit taller but will produce fewer flowers than
those locations with 3-4 hours of direct sun where they will produce many more flowers. Flowers are
pink and white with a pink pouch and white sepals and petals. The plant is capable of producing
several stems and each stem may be able to produce from one to three flowers.
Cypripediums are forest plants and therefore prefer cool sites which do not become too dry and too
hot during the summer. Places where your ferns and hostas, and other native wildflower forest
perennials thrive are also suitable to Cypripediums.
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Location
Morning sun is best such as that of an eastern exposure and it is best to avoid direct sun at mid-day.
A dappled shade location is also appropriate. It is a good idea to mulch the roots to help keep then
from becoming desiccated using grass clippings or low growing shallow rooted ground cover plants.
Plants require some moisture at all times but should not remain waterlogged. They can be watered
with rainwater or city water, however rainwater is more appropriate. They cannot out-compete with
vigorously growing trees and plants so it is best to place them where these roots will not out-compete
the Cypripediums.
Growing Medium
Prepare in your garden bed a hole to about 45-60 cm deep and at least 60 cm wide to fill with an
appropriate growing medium. They need a well aerated and crumbly soil structure with medium
moisture, that is not overly wet and not overly dry.
Cypripediums do much better when grown in an inorganic medium that will not break down over time.
Peat based mediums will break down over time and roots can rot after a number of years.
There are numerous mixes you can put together. Here is one example. This mixture can be amended
slightly so if some ingredients are not available. This can be obtained by mixing 2 parts forest soil, 2
parts leaf mold or acid soil, 2 parts Turface, 1 part sharp sand or crushed clay pebbles, or chicken
grit. It is also a good idea to add a tiny bit of horticultural lime to the mix.
Planting
Usually plants are obtained bare-rooted and planted in spring or in early fall. Plants should be placed
in their growing medium with roots extended roughly parallel to the soil surface and only 2-4 cm deep.
Care of plants
Cypripediums are shallow growing plants. It is very important to prevent young plants from drying out.
As plants mature they become a bit more tolerant but you should still ensure they are watered often
during droughts. Mulching in the fall with shredded leaves is beneficial and these are removed in
early spring.
It is recommended that the plants be fertilized once a year in the spring with a time release fertilizer
such as Osmocote, that not only contains N-P-K, but also other trace elements including magnesium.
Apply at about 1 teaspoon per plant. This rate is about one quarter of normal concentration. It should
be applied when the buds are starting to show or just prior to this. The amount of fertilizer is adjusted
as plants grow bigger.
Predators
Slugs can be a problem and slug bait can be used. Squirrels can also be an issue so it is
recommended to dig in around and over the planting bed some chicken wire.
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Artificially propagated Cypripediums
I'm offering one year old Cypripedium reginae seedling propagated from seed. Seeds are harvested
in October and are sown on agar culture medium in February. Plants then germinate and develop in
the dark until the end of the summer when they are deflasked and then given a winter dormancy in
the fridge until the following spring. Once their dormancy is past they are grown in trays under
artificial lights so they can leaf out and start growing.
If you are interested in purchasing these Cypripediums, I'm now taking pre-orders and will bring the
plants to the March monthly orchid meeting. I'm asking $10.00 per seedling. You can reach me by
email at str97311@gmail.com

Robert St-Jean
OOS Member

ORCHIDS 101 – March 2019
Robert St-Jean will be hosting Orchids 101 on March 17th. The subject will be the Cypripedium
reginae, and how to grow them. If you are interested in owning one or more Cypripedium reginae,
please send Robert St-Jean an email directly at str97311@gmail.com.
Thanks,

Bev Burtnyk

Too Cool! This orchid looks like a little plant person!!
Bipinnula montana Arechav., Anales Mus. Nac. Montevideo 2:282
(1899).
Bipinnula montana is a cool to cold growing terrestrial from Brazil
(Rio Grande do Sul) to Uruguay.
Photo Eneri Casagrande
www.facebook.com/GawlerOrchids
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Blogs: Flowers Across Sydney and Flowers Across Melbourne
Happy New Year to everyone at the Ottawa Orchid Society from Australia!
I'm from an online team of friendly Florists from Australia and when we're not busy putting together
flowers, we like to create content on our blogs for people interested in gardening related topics.
Bev has been kind enough to let me share our blog(s) with you. We operate in both Melbourne and
Sydney, so we keep two separate blogs going:
http://blog.flowersacrosssydney.com.au/
https://blog.flowersacrossmelbourne.com.au/
The latest guide on our Sydney blog will be of particular interest to OOS members as it‘s a very
detailed guide on growing orchids for beginners. The information might be a little basic for
experienced members, but we hoped to produce something that could be shown to new members.
Looking around the blogs you‘ll find guides on things like bonsai, beekeeping and in 2019 we‘re
planning to roll out a section on everything you need to know about certain flowers.
It should be a busy year, so stay tuned!

Sean Morrissy
The blog Flowers across Sydney has a very detailed section on Orchids, that you will find interesting
and helpful with chosing an orchid, growing and getting it to bloom for you. Some of their links are
from the American Orchid Society‘s culture sheets. Everything you need to know about growing
healthy orchids are in this blog. They also give recommended resources, Clubs and Societies. There
are links and videos that are helpful too. There is a video on orchid pollination for those that would
like to learn to do that. The Blog has different topics, like ‗Best Flowers to save Bees‘ and ‗Bonsai for
Beginners‘. I am sure that you will find something interesting and helpful in this blog.
The blog Flowers across Melbourne has less on orchids. There is a section on ―Choosing safe plants
& flowers for your child‘s bedroom‖. Lilies are toxic if digested. At the bottom of this page you will find,
―40 of the worlds weirdest flowers‖, and a lot of them are orchids. This is a good section to check out.
There are other topics that you might be interested in. Please look into these two blogs, I‘m sure that
you will find something that you didn‘t know or want to know more about it. These two links are on the
OOS Website for your reference. You will find it under ―About Orchids‖ tab, ―Growing Orchids‘,
―Links‖, ―Orchid Information‖ and ―Growing Orchids for Beginners‖.

Bev Burtnyk
Peer to Peer Lending Library Reminder
If you have books that you are willing to lend out between meetings to members of the Ottawa Orchid
Society, please let Jan Johns know – janet.johns@sympatico.ca. You can provide a list of the books,
or pictures of the titles so that they can be collated in some kind of order. Only provide titles that you
would be comfortable lending. They will be compiled in a list for our members to view. Books you do
not want to share would not appear on the Lending List.
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Does My Orchid Have to be Repotted?
By Sue Bottom, sbottom15@bellsouth.net
We get more questions about repotting than any other subject. Some folks never repot their orchids
because they are intimidated by the whole process, so their potting mix ultimately rots causing their
roots to rot and their orchids are well on their way to orchid heaven. Other folks repot their orchids
several times a year because they say their plants are just not blooming for them. Their plants never
get a chance to get established, so they too will soon find their way to orchid heaven. There are really
only three reasons I can think of to repot an orchid.

Repot. This Encyclia radiata will be happier in an 8 inch bulb pot.

Repot All New Additions Before Adding to Your Collection. I almost always repot an orchid I
bring home, immediately if it is not in bloom. If I buy a blooming orchid, I enjoy the flower and don‘t
touch the roots until the plant is bloomed out. Then I pot the orchid in my mix of choice for that kind of
orchid. All my cattleyas and dendrobiums are in a coarse, freely draining, largely inorganic mix so
they can all be watered every second or third day during the growing season. My phalaenopsis are all
in a soilless peat mix so they can all be watered every week or two when they approach dryness.
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When you bring orchids home, they can be growing in wildly different potting mixes, from pure
sphagnum moss, pure bark, pure clay pebbles or gravel, or mixes containing these materials. Each of
these mixes retains water at a different rate. If you bring orchids home and just water them all on your
normal watering schedule, you‘ll find the ones potted in sphagnum moss stay too wet, the ones
potted in gravel/clay pebble mixes stay too dry and the ones potted in a bark/coco mix may be just
right.
Some growers also set you up for failure when they grow their seedlings in sphagnum moss and then
pot them up to a larger pot by packing bark around the sphagnum core. These plants are impossible
to water correctly because if you water when the bark approaches dryness, the roots in the
sphagnum moss will be smothered from overwatering and if you water when the moss approaches
dryness, the roots in the bark will wither from dehydration.
If you repot your orchids into your mix of choice when they first enter your growing area, you will know
when you repotted them and how long they should grow well in that mix. You can water all your
similar type orchids in the same mix at the same time without water logging or dehydrating them. It
makes taking care of your orchids much simpler.

Repot. This cattleya looks very unhappy and is wobbly in the pot. It needs fresh mix.
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Potting Mix is Degraded. Many people use organic matter in their potting mixes. It retains moisture,
helps buffer pH and holds nutrients for later uptake by the plant. Of course, being organic, it will
degrade over time and degrade is a nicer term than rot. When the potting mix rots, the roots that are
growing in the potting mix will likewise rot because the potting mix smothers the roots.
Different organic materials degrade at different rates. The generally available ‗premium‘ sphagnum
moss tends to have a life of between 6 and 12 months. The much more expensive sphagnum mosses
like the AAA to AAAAA grade long fiber New Zealand sphagnum moss will last for 2 to maybe 5 years
for the highest quality moss. Coco husk is widely used and has a useful life span of 1 to 2 years in the
pot. The quality of bark varies wildly and I use bark hesitantly as a result. The highly touted Orchiata
bark is reported to be long lasting and we‘ll be testing this claim over the next couple of years. Tree
fern fiber is also variable. I stopped buying the medium grade because it had so much fine material in
it, now I only buy the coarse grade. I have gotten bad batches of tree fern where snow mold appeared
in mixes barely 2 years old, though good quality tree fern should have a life of 3 to 4 years. The highly
desirable redwood bark is no longer available commercially. Regardless of the quality of the organic
matter, it will ultimately rot and it is best to repot your orchids before the mix rots.
The easiest way to test whether your potting mix is past its prime is to try to lift the plant up by its
leaves. A well established plant growing in a still fresh mix can be picked up by the vegetation. If it is
wobbly in the pot, stick your finger an inch or two deep inside the pot. If it feels soft and dirt-like, odds
are the mix is rotting. If you catch it early enough and repot before there is too much root loss,
perhaps your plant will not suffer. Many times though, I discover the degraded mix because my plant
starts to look unhappy. Trust your instincts, if your plant doesn‘t look happy, if it is wobbly in the pot,
you‘ve got your excuse. Knock it out of the pot and put it into some fresh mix.
Orchid Unstable from Growing Out of Its Pot.
The longer you can grow your orchid without disturbing
the roots, otherwise known as repotting, the happier your
plant will be. If it is a monopodial orchid like a
phalaenopsis, it may be growing well out of the pot with
lots of aerial roots and not many roots anchoring the plant
in place It then becomes top heavy and a candidate for
repotting. For a sympodial orchid like a cattleya, it seems
like it always blooms better when there is a bulb or two or
three out of the pot. Eventually there will be four or five
bulbs out of the pot and your plant becomes unstable and
unwieldy in the pot. Once your plant is physically
unmanageable for you, repot it so it will be able to grow
and bloom for you for another two or three years without
touching its roots.
Don‘t Repot. This epicattleya may have lots of aerial roots but it can
be picked up by the pseudobulbs with no wobble. It has six flower
spikes this year, two more than last year.

20

St. Augustine Orchid Society

Don‘t repot unless you have a reason to repot. Each time you disturb your plant‘s roots, it will go
through transplant shock and take some period of time to recover. You can minimize the transplant
shock by repotting just before your plant starts throwing off new roots. You can also help your plant
recover from transplant shock by adding root stimulating hormones when repotting. Some people
spray seaweed, Superthrive or other root stimulants on the bareroot plant or add these supplements
to their water/fertilizer mix for the next month or so. I add a protective drench of the fungicide Banrot
plus seaweed after repotting to minimize the inevitable damage that occurs during the repotting
process.

.
Repot. This Cattleya has new leads
growing horizontally outside the pot

All contents copyright © 2014-2017 by Sue and Terry Bottom. All rights reserved. No part of this document or the related
photos may be reproduced or transmitted in any form, by any means without the prior written permission of the author.

A huge thank you to Sue Bottom for giving permission to print her article in our newsletter.
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OOS SHOW TABLE FOR DECEMBER 16, 2018
CLASS JUDGED BY
Cattleya Alliance
Judged by André Couture

PLACE
1st
2nd
2nd
3rd
3rd

Cypripedium Alliance
Paphiopedilum
Judged by Joyce Medcalf
Phragmipedium
Judged by Joyce Medcalf

1st
2nd
1st
2nd
2nd
3rd

Oncidium Alliance
Judged by Joyce Medcalf

1st
2nd
2nd
2nd
3rd

Dendrobium Alliance
Judged by Joyce Medcalf
Phalaenopsis
Judged by André Couture

Vandaceous Alliance
Judged by André Couture
Miscellaneous
Judged by André Couture

1st
1st
2nd
2nd
3rd
1st

1st
2nd
3rd
3rd

Best of Show Table
Judged by André Couture &
Joyce Medcalf
Member's Choice
Judged by Barbara Wysocka

NAME

OWNER

Rhyncholaeliocattleya Carnival Kids 'Green Gem' BM/JOGA,
AM/AOS
Caulocattleya Chantilly Lace 'Twinkle' HCC/AOS (Cattleya El
Dorado Splash x Caularthron bicornutum)
Cattleya percivaliana x ???

Marie-Josée Bergeron

Laelia anceps
Epicatanthe Butterfly Kisses 'Mendenhall' AM/AOS
(Cattlianthe Trick or Treat x Epidendrum magnoliae)
Paphiopedilum henryanum
Paphiopedilum Hung Sheng Lake x (Paphiopedilum Hsinying
Love x Paphiopedilum Shin-Yi Heart)
Phragmipedium besseae or dalessandroi ???
Phragmipedium Apple Pie (Phragmipedium Magdalene Rose
x Phragmipedium besseae)
Phragmipedium Hanne Popow (Phragmipedium besseae x
Phragmipedium schlimii)
Phragmipedium Mountain Maid (Phragmipedium besseae x
Phragmipedium hirtzii)
Oncidesa Sweet Sugar 'Lemon Drop' HCC/AOS (Oncidesa
Aloha Iwanaga x Gomesa varicosa)
Oncidium Twinkle (Oncidium cheirophorum x Oncidium
sotoanum)
Oncidium Twinkle 'Re' (Oncidium cheirophorum x Oncidium
sotoanum)
Oncidium Twinkle 'White Shower' (Oncidium cheirophorum x
Oncidium sotoanum)
Bratonia Royal Robe 'Jerry’s Pick' AM/AOS (Bratonia Erachne
x Miltonia Seminole Blood)
Dendrobium Starburst Vista (Dendrobium Gillieston Jazz x
Dendrobium Tosca Starburst)
Phalaenopsis No Name Hybrid
Phalaenopsis Sogo Vivien (Phalaenopsis Sogo Alice x
Phalaenopsis Zuma's Pixie)
Phalaenopsis No Name Hybrid
Phalaenopsis Sogo ???
Papilionanda Johanna Ljunggren (Papilionanda Mimi Palmer
x Vanda coerulea) x Vanda Rinka (Vanda Wirat x Vanda
tessellata)
Dendrochilum uncatum (Syn. formosanum)
Lockhartia imbricate (Syn. obtusifolia)
Coelogyne speciosa
Phaius tankervilleae
Rhyncholaeliocattleya Carnival Kids 'Green Gem' BM/JOGA,
AM/AOS
Bratonia Royal Robe 'Jerry’s Pick' AM/AOS (Bratonia
Erachne x Miltonia Seminole Blood)

PHOTO
#
1

Peter Mazerolle

2

Lynne Guimond &
Santos Peixe
Angèle Biljan
Helen Nitschkie

3

Angèle Biljan
John Gaskill

6
7

Claude Brault
Angèle Biljan

8
9

Bev Burtnyk

10

Angèle Biljan

11

Margaret Haydon

12

Wendy Simmons

13

Janet Duffield

14

Maria Martins

15

Marie-Josée Bergeron

16

Dirk de Snayer

17

Jean Hollebone
Bev Burtnyk

18
19

Janet Johns
Maria Martins
Lynne Guimond &
Santos Peixe

20
21
22

Maria Martins
Angèle Biljan
Maria Martins
Maria Martins
Marie-Josée Bergeron

23
24
25
26
1

Marie-Josée Bergeron

16

4
5

Member's Choice: Very healthy plant. Love the dark burgundy colour!
??? Indicates incomplete name
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Best of Show Table
Rhyncholaeliocattleya Carnival Kids
'Green Gem' BM/JOGA, AM/AOS
Grown by Marie-Josée Bergeron
Judged by André Couture & Joyce Medcalf
Photo taken by Arlene Lang

Member‟s Choice
Bratonia Royal Robe 'Jerry‘s Pick' AM/AOS
(Bratonia Erachne x Miltonia Seminole Blood)
Grown by Marie-Josée Bergeron
Judged by Barbara Wysocka
Photo taken by Arlene Lang

Best of Show Table

Member‟s Choice

Rhyncholaeliocattleya Carnival Kid
'Green Gem' BM/JOGA, AM/AOS

Bratonia Royal Robe 'Jerry‘s Pick' AM/AOS
(Bratonia Erachne x Miltonia Seminole Blood)
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Photos taken by Arlene Lang
#1

#2

#5

#6

#9

#10

#13

#14

#3

#7

#11

#15

#4

#8

#12

#16

24

#17

#18

#19

#20

#21

#22

#23

#24

#25

#26

25

1.

Joyce Medcalf judging at the Show Table, with the assistance of Marcel Carrière.

André Couture judging the Show Table, at the Displays.
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MONTRÉAL SUPPLEMENTAL JUDGING CENTRE
October Judging Session
Photographer: Thang Dam

Cycnodes Bob Lewis
‗Raymond Lussier‘
HCC/AOS 77 points
Owner: Raymond Lussier

Diodonopsis pygmacea
‗André Raymond‘
CCM/AOS 82 points
Owner: Raymond Lussier

Scaphocepalum macrodactylum
‗Lincoln Michael Raymond‘
CBR/AOS
Owner: Raymond Lussier
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MONTRÉAL SUPPLEMENTAL JUDGING CENTRE
Members are welcome to assist at the judging meetings. Meetings are held in the main building of the
Montréal Botanical Garden. Those attending should register at the Security desk, the exact room
number will be posted on the signing sheet. The meetings are held on the 3rd Saturday of each month
except for March and April. Judging is held in conjunction with the Montréal and Ottawa Orchid
Shows. By exception, the meeting is held on the 2nd Saturday in December.
The January meeting will be held on January 19th with a presentation on „Paphiopedilum
spicerianum‟ with Jean Hollebone at 10:30 a.m. followed by AOS judging at 12:30 p.m.

Judging Centres
Feb. 9: Toronto Judging Centre
They meet on the 1st Saturday of each month. Toronto Botanical Gardens, 777 Lawrence Avenue,
Toronto, ON, M3C 1P2
Feb. 16: Montréal Judging Centre
They meet on the 3rd Saturday of each month. Montréal Botanical Garden, 4101 Rue Sherbrooke E,
Montréal, QC H1X 2B2

Upcoming AOS Webinars
Jan. 29, 8:30 p.m. - 9:30 p.m.

Greenhouse Chat with Ron McHatton
Open to all.

Feb. 13, 8:30 p.m. - 9:30 p.m.

Growing Cymbidiums with George Hatfield
AOS Members only.
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AOS Orchids Plus Software (Online and Software)

Membership is $85.00 USD for Canada + $58.50 USD for Orchids Plus Software

Features:
Over 80 Years of AOS Award Data - Orchids Plus is the ONLY source of official AOS award data
and photos from 1932 to present (with update capabilities to stay current). This data is not licensed to
any 3rd-party organization, so the only way to get this data is through Orchids Plus.
Online & Offline Access - You get access to both a web version of Orchids Plus as well as a
software version you can install on two computers. This way you have access to award data and
official photos whether online or offline and from any device with Internet access.
Professional Photos of Award-Winning Orchids - Enjoy over 67,000 official photos of ―awardwinning‖ orchids. These are photos taken by professional photographers with the corresponding
award data.
Search RHS (hybrids) and WCSP (species) data simultaneously - Search by genus, name,
species/hybrid/all, registrant surname and registration date range. Typical updates a few times per
year, under license from the Royal Horticultural Society (RHS) and Royal Botanic Gardens, Kew.
Award searches by numerous criteria including award number, genus, name, cultivar, award class,
date range, exhibitor, event, event location, center or latest awards
List of all genera with pronunciation guide for genus and make-up of hybrid
Hybrid parent search, Grex and progeny searches, Synonym search
Image search by genus and species/hybrid or by photographer
For more information:
http://secure.aos.org/Products/142-orchids-plus-online-and-software.aspx
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BOOK REVIEW
Have you read any good orchid books lately?

ORCHIDS
A Practical Guide For Gardeners
With Advice on Growing and a Directory of 200 Orchids
Written by Brian & Wilma RIttershausen. Published in 2017 by LORENZ
BOOKS, an imprint of Anness Publishing Ltd., London, UK. Photographs
by Derek Cranch and Helen Fickling. It contains 256 pages with over 600
photographs.
Brian & Wilma Rittershausen, came from a Family of Orchid Experts, who
founded Burnham Nurseries in Devon, England in 1949. It is now being
run by the family‘s 3rd generation. Wilma wrote for various orchid
magazines for 15 years and was the Editor for the Orchid Review, the
official orchid journal of the Royal Horticultural Society. Brian was on the British Orchid Council and
was a Royal Horticultural Society Judge. The nursery consistently exhibited Gold Medal displays at
the prestigious RHS Chelsea Flower Show. This brother and sister team were jointly awarded the
Westonbirt Orchid Medal for outstanding literary achievement on the subject of orchids.
This is such a thoroughly complete orchid book, from choosing the orchid, where to grow it, how to
keep it healthy and flowering beautifully. This is a complete resource manual for beginners to experts
and every page has a wonderful colour picture of an orchid on it. A definitive guide to growing and
caring for orchids.
This book describes orchids in the wild and in tropical habitats. The early history of orchids and the
great collectors and the botany of orchids is explained. It includes how to grow orchids indoor,
outdoors and under glass. It describes how to use proper heating, ventilation, shading and damping
when growing your orchids. The book teaches you about care and cultivation for your orchids. It
includes the basic tools you will need for the potting, mounting and propagation of your orchids. This
book also includes: routine care, watering, fertilizing, resting periods for some orchids, temperatures,
light levels, pests and diseases. Most types of orchids are discussed: Epiphytes, Terrestrials and
Lithophytes. It has an orchid directory of over 200 orchids. This is one of my favourite orchid
reference books. Everything you need to know to grow beautiful, healthy orchids.

Bev Burtnyk
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Upcoming Canadian Orchid Shows

Feb. 9 - 10: Southern Ontario Orchid Society - Obsession
Orchid Show & Sale
Toronto Botanical Garden
777 Lawrence Avenue East, Toronto, Ontario, M3C 1P2,
http://www.soos.ca/Show/

Feb. 23 - 24: Orchid Society of the Royal Botanical Gardens
680 Plains Road West, Burlington, Ontario.
http://osrbg.ca/wp/?page_id=26
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Upcoming International Orchid Shows
Feb. 15 - 22: Japan Grand Prix International
Orchid Festival (Tokyo, Japan)
https://www.tokyodome.co.jp/en/tourists/events/dome/orchid-flowershow.html

Jan. 25 - 27: Fort Lauderdale Orchid Society Show "Orchid Paradise"
800 NE 8th Street, Fort Lauderdale, Florida, U.S.A.
www.FLOS.org

Feb. 1 - 3: Susquehanna Orchid Society Show ―For the Love of Orchids"
Milton and Catherine Hershey Conservatory at Hershey Gardens,
170 Hotel Road, Hershey, PA
https://www.facebook.com/events/1035207519985352/
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Feb. 8 - 10: Greater Orlando Orchid Society Annual Show & Sale
Orlando Garden Club Inc, 710 East Rollins Street
Orlando, Florida, U.S.A.
http://www.greaterorlandoorchidsociety.com/

Feb 11 - 13: Maui Orchid Society Valentine's Show
Maui Mall, 70 East Kaahumanu Ave.,
Kahului, Maui, Hawaii, U.S.A.
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Botanical Garden Orchid Shows
Singapore - Gardens by the Bay
Orchids of the Andes - Cloud Rainforest
Present to March 24, 2019.

Discover the natural wonders of the Andes, the largest continental mountain range that spans seven
countries in South America. In this vast mosaic of peaks and valleys, forests and deserts, lies a
region known as the Tropical Andes, a treasure trove of biodiversity. The ―Orchids of the Andes‖ (安
第斯山脉兰花展) display explores the relationship between the Tropical Andean landscape, its flora
and the people. Visitors can look forward to a variety of exquisite orchid species and hybrids dotting a
landscape featuring elements of the famous mountain range, such as Inca ruins, a cavern, waterfalls
and even ―llamas‖.
http://www.gardensbythebay.com.sg/en/attractions/cloud-forest/orchid-display.html

Missouri Botanical Garden Orchid Show
February 2 - March 24, 2019

Immerse yourself in a tropical oasis brimming with vibrant blooming orchids at the Orchid Show, a
once-a-year opportunity to view a rotating display of hundreds of orchids from the Garden's expansive
living collection. Peer through lush foliage, bubbling fountains, and trailing vines as you are
transported to an exotic hideaway within the Orthwein Floral Display Hall.
http://www.missouribotanicalgarden.org/things-to-do/events/signature-events/orchid-show.aspx
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Chicago Botanic Garden
The Orchid Show - In the Tropics
February 9 - March 24, 2019

This year‘s Orchid Show captures the spirit of islands, beaches, and rainforests in places like the
South Pacific and the Amazon. You‘ll get a feel for the radiance of blooms under sunlit palm trees and
in forest canopies teeming with color and life. Picture more than 10,000 orchids in bloom, paired with
sweeps of bromeliads and birds of paradise—lush, vibrant, intoxicating.
https://www.chicagobotanic.org/orchid

New York Botanical Gardens
The Orchid Show: Singapore
February 23 - April 28, 2019

The 17th annual Orchid Show is a dazzling tribute to Singapore—one of the world‘s
greatest orchid cultures—where these storied flowers are an integral part of the life of this vibrant
―City in a Garden‖. Developed in partnership with Singapore Botanic Gardens and Gardens by the
Bay, this horticultural tribute set in the landmark Enid A. Haupt Conservatory will feature thousands of
orchids dramatically paying homage to Singapore‘s rich legacy of innovative garden design,
spectacular floral displays, and achievements in orchid cultivation.
https://www.nybg.org/event/the-orchid-show/
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Editor‟s Wrap
Happy New Year!
Wishing you all Health, Happiness, Love and Prosperity in 2019!
.
Calvin Wong, founder of Tropical Gardens Orchids will be our first guest speaker of the New Year.
Did you get your pre-orders in before the deadline? I am anxious to see the orchids that I ordered!
I am looking forward to his Orchids 101 as I can‘t seem to grow the roots I need to make some of
these new purchases survive. I also have some Coelygnes that could benefit from his presentation on
the subject. Hope you all can make it!
Thanks to every OOS Member who brought in a delicious addition to our Social Buffet and a gift for
the Gift Exchange Raffle. A great time was had by all! Hope Santa was good to you all!
If you are in Montreal on Jan 19th, Jean Hollebone will be speaking about Paphiopedilum
spicerianum, (Paphs. with the little hats). This will be at 10:30 a.m. followed by the AOS Judging at
12:30 p.m.
Joyce Medcalf is looking for your flowering orchids for the SOOS Show on Feb. 8-9. Email Joyce
before Tuesday, Feb. 5th, with the names at jmedcalf@1000island.net . Drop off is before 3:00 p.m.
on Thursday Feb. 7th at Rick Sobkowicz and Margaret Haydon's home at 13 Sandringham Court,
Nepean, ON, K2J 2H9. Please phone first, their number is 613-825-0827.
Many thanks to Dr. Emrys Chew for his wonderful, thorough article on ‗A Tribute To David Lim
(1945-2018). A Master Hybridizer whose first love was Phalaenopsis‘. It was a great article on David
Lim, who gave us so many gorgeous Phalaenopsis orchids.
Thanks once again to Sue Bottom for her excellent article on ―Does My Orchid Need Repotting?‖ I
think about 50 of my orchids could use repotting. This is something to do over the winter months.
Thank you, Robert St-Jean for your detailed article on Cypripedium reginae. I can hardly wait for
spring to grow some of these orchids in my garden. They are so lovely!! Also your Orchids 101 in
March will be very helpful to keep these alive.
Please try to check out the two blogs from Australia: http://blog.flowersacrosssydney.com.au/ and
https://blog.flowersacrossmelbourne.com.au/ . There is lots of information in both blogs that you will
find helpful.
If you have something that you wish to share or post in SPIKE, please send me an email on or before
the 1st of the month. If submitted later, it will be entered into the next month‘s SPIKE. As always, it
takes many people to put SPIKE together each month. Many thanks for all who contributed this
month. Until next month, Happy Orchid Growing!!

Bev Burtnyk,
Editor, SPIKE Newsletter
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