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This month’s program will consist of a Practicum: a series of four concurrent workshops. These will be repeated once, so that you can attend any
two of the following:

Secretary

Marilyn Light: Pests and Diseases

613-722-6738
douglas.vye@sympatico.ca

Bring your infested orchid to the meeting. Each plant or infested leaf
sample should be in a separate clear plastic bag so that it can be examined without opening. See instructions and hand-out on page 8.

Past President

Karina Isert
613-729-0175
k.c.isert@gmail.com
André Couture
613-233-7335
andrec.couture@sympatico.ca

orchidae@storm.ca

David Kalb: Hybridizing
If you would like to hybridize your own plants, please bring two flowering
plants of the same family.
Doug Vye: Repotting
Learn how to repot your orchids and understand how to use various
potting media.
Joyce Medcalf: Preparing your Orchid for a Show

janet.johns@sympatico.ca
Publicity
Karina Isert
613-729-0175
k.c.isert@gmail.com

Learn how to stake your plants to ensure their best presentation at the
show table or at our annual orchid show.
ORCHIDS 101: There will be no Orchids 101 this month.

haydonm@rogers.com
Joyce Medcalf
613-659-2760
jmedcalf@1000island.net
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President’s Message
Hi Everyone
I would like to wish you a Happy New Year and I hope you enjoyed our Christmas
social! Thanks to everyone who brought in such delicious goodies for the pot luck
table, as well as the excellent selection of gifts for our raffle. I was very pleased to
get some plant cuttings of Huernia Zebrina and I am hoping they will grow well
(though they are definitely not an orchid!).
The weather seems to be a lot more “wintery” than the past year or two, but that
does not stop us from looking ahead to the April show. We will have volunteer
sign-up sheets at our Sunday meetings starting this month. I hope everyone will
be able to help in some way and of course, the more you participate in the show,
the more fun you get out of it. The next Show Committee meeting will be on January 26 th, as you will be able
to see if you bought one of the OOS calendars which include all the key dates for the year. Thanks to Jean for
arranging to get these made, and to Arlene for her excellent photos.
Many of you already know that Cana Balay has handed over the membership role to Karina Isert. I would like
to thank Cana for all her hard work and enthusiasm over the past 18 months, and I wish Karina well.
We have lots of good meetings planned for this season, starting with January where we will have a practical
session with several workshops for you to participate in. This is your chance to learn from some of the experts in the OOS and I am sure everyone will pick up some helpful tips.

Dave Cooper

See you at the January meeting.
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Rick Sobkowicz and Manon Garrett play Santa for
the Holiday Raffle.
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YOUR ORCHIDS NEEDED FOR THE SOOS SHOW IN
TORONTO FEBRUARY 11 – 12, 2017

PREPARING PLANTS FOR A SHOW

Plants for the SOOS show should be dropped off at :

Our exhibit co-ordinators really appreciate using your orchids to
present OOS exhibits at our neighbouring shows. Please help
them by preparing your plants for a show as follows.

Rick Sobkowicz and Margaret Haydon's house
13 Sandringham Crt
Nepean ON
613-825-0827

1.

Put your name on the pot - on the back or underneath.

**OR

2.

Janet John's house
149 St Laurent Blvd
Ottawa ON

Put your name and list of plants INSIDE the box AND on
the OUTSIDE of the box.

3.

Include the parentage of hybrids, if possible.

4.

Ensure the name on the plant tag is spelled correctly.

by 3 p.m. THURSDAY February 9, 2017.
**Please call Rick, Margaret or Janet to arrange a suitable time for plant drop off!

5.

Pack plants carefully so they are protected from wobbling
& from the elements during transport.

6.

Stake for transport and for best display, as appropriate.

I will return them on Monday February 13th.

7.

Clean the foliage - use water or water with a little milk.
Never use plant shine products.

8.

Remove any damaged/old flowers and leaves.

9.

Check well for bugs!

613-749-0614

PLEASE, email me at jmedcalf@1000island.net
BEFORE Tuesday February 7th with the list of your
plants, even 'possible' plants, so that I can research
them for the correct or updated names. I must register
them online by Thursday the 9th.
Joyce Medcalf

CALENDARS
There are still a few calendars left. If you missed your opportunity earlier in the year, you will have one last
chance to purchase them this month.

SHOW PUBLICITY MEETING
Anyone who would to help with publicity for the Show is invited to the first planning meeting at McNabb
Community Centre, 180 Percy St., 7 p.m. on Monday January 23. There are a variety of things to do. If each
person takes on one small job then the big job can be done easily. Anyone who has social media experience
Jean Hollebone

is especially welcome.

JUDGING CENTRES
The Toronto Judging Centre meets on the first Saturday of each month at the Toronto Botanical Gardens.
Judging starts at 1:00 p.m. Members are invited to attend.
The Montreal Judging Centre meets on the third Saturday of each month at the Montreal Botanical Gardens.
Judging usually starts around 12:30 p.m. This month’s meeting is on January 21st. Members are invited to
attend; please register at the Security Desk.
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OOS SHOW TABLE RESULTS FOR DECEMBER 18, 2016
CLASS JUDGED BY

PLACE

Cattleya Alliance

1st

Cattlianthe Sagarik Wax 'Nathaniel Biljan' HCC/AOS

Angèle Biljan

PHOTO
#
1

Judged by Joyce Medcalf

2nd

Cattleytonia Happy Face

Angèle Biljan

2

3rd

Caulocattleya Chantilly Lace (Cattleya El Dorado
Splash x Caularthron bicornutum) 'Twinkle' HCC/AOS

Peter Mazerolle

3

1st

Paphiopedilum Michael Koopowitz (Paphiopedilum
philippinense x Paphiopedilum sanderianum)

Jean Hollebone

4

2nd

Paphiopedilum Fairly Sauced (Paphiopedilum Sorcerer's Stone x Paphiopedilum fairrieanum)

Jean Hollebone

5

2nd

Paphiopedilum F. C. Puddle

Michael Barker

6

3rd

Paphiopedilum Olympic Halo x spicerianum

Jean Hollebone

7

1st

Phragmipedium andreettae

Angèle Biljan

8

1st

Cymbidium Tiny Sour

Angèle Biljan

9

Oncidium Alliance

1st

Oncidium Twinkle 'Pink Fantasy'

Angèle Biljan

10

Judged by André Couture

2nd

Gomesa radicans

Angèle Biljan

11

Dendrobium Alliance

1st

Dendrobium convolutum

Bev Burtnyk

12

Judged by André Couture

2nd

Dendrobium Big Alex (Dendrobium alexandrae x
Dendrobium bigibbum)

Masa Matsuo

13

3rd

Dendrobium Enobi Purple 'Splash' AM/AOS

Angèle Biljan

14

1st

Platystele umbellata

Douglas Vye

15

1st

Lycaste Eightysixth Kiss 'Marsh Hollow' AM/AOS

Patrick Boisvert

16

Miniature

1st

Oberonia setigera

Angèle Biljan

17

Judged by Joyce Medcalf

2nd

Ornithocephalus bonitensis

Angèle Biljan

18

3rd

Ceratostylis rubra

Angèle Biljan

19

1st

Cycnoches aureum (Syn. Cycnoches warscewiczii)

Margaret Haydon

20

1st

Cattleya Hawaiian Splash

Tina Furano

21

Lycaste Eightysixth Kiss 'Marsh Hollow' AM/AOS

Patrick Boisvert

Lycaste Eightysixth Kiss 'Marsh Hollow' AM/AOS

Patrick Boisvert

Cypripedium Alliance
Paphiopedilum
Judged by André Couture

Phragmipedium

NAME

Judged by André Couture
Cymbidium Alliance
Judged by Joyce Medcalf

Pleurothallid Alliance
Judged by Joyce Medcalf
Lycaste Alliance
Judged by Joyce Medcalf

Miscellaneous
Judged by Joyce Medcalf
Novice
Judged by Joyce Medcalf
Best in Show
Judged by André Couture &
Joyce Medcalf
Member's Choice
Judged by Henriette Watkins

Member's Choice: Well grown, well balanced, beautiful blooms, lovely soft colour. (sepals chartreuse faintly stippled burgundy
centrally; petals ivory stippled burgundy centrally; lip butter yellow muted orange and burgundy centrally, burgundy splash and
intense burgundy spot at base of underside of lip; column yellow speckled burgundy on underside)
Photographs on following pages by Arlene Lang. Orchids can be identified according to the Photo # in the right hand column.
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Head clerk, Jean Hollebone, exercises her arms while lifting plants for our Show Table judges, Joyce Medcalf (above
left) and André Couture (above right) to highlight.
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Patrick Boisvert with his
magnificent Lycaste Eightysixth
Kiss ‘Marsh Hollow’ AM/AOS,
awarded both Best in Show and
Member’s Choice.
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THE AMERICAN ORCHID SOCIETY SHOW TROPHY AWARD CERTIFICATE AND LETTER
The Ottawa Orchid Society is very proud of the floral display designed and set up by Joyce Medcalf, with assistance from Pat Vuurman of Royal Botanical Gardens. The display was set up at the Eastern Canada Orchid
Society (ECOS) show in Montreal, October 15-16, 2016.

Margaret Haydon presented all
exhibitors with individual copies of
the award. Plant exhibitors were
(from left to right) Michael Barker,
André Couture, Jean Hollebone,
Joyce Medcalf, Angèle Biljan, Helen
Nitschkie and Margaret Haydon.

This OOS Display won numerous awards. The picture on the
right is the official AOS picture of the display. Photograph by
Thang Dam. Please refer to page 7 of the November 2016
Spike for all of the individual plant awards.
1st DISPLAY CLASS – 2 (6-15 plants)
1st BEST DISPLAY All Classes 1-7
1st VISITING ORCHID SOCIETY
COC TROPHY for BEST ARTISTIC DISPLAY
AOS SHOW TROPHY for BEST DISPLAY

At the December 18, 2016 OOS monthly meeting, Joyce
Medcalf was presented with the American Orchid Society
Show Trophy Certificate and letter quoted below:
American Orchid Society
SHOW TROPHY
Awarded to Ottawa Orchid Society
82 points, 20161554
Exhibited at Eastern Canada Orchid
Society Show on October 15, 2016
Signed: Aileen K. Garrison, Chair, Judging Committee
and George Hatfield, President, AOS
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PESTS AND DISEASES
Marilyn H.S. Light
At the January 2017 meeting, one of the workshop topics will be Pests and Diseases.
Anyone who has orchids that are possibly infested with ‘bugs’ are asked to bring them to the workshop.
Each plant or infested leaf sample should be in a separate clear plastic bag so that it can be examined without opening.
There are four ways to minimize pest problems in your orchid collection:
1.

NEVER ASSUME that a new plant is free of pests or diseases.

2.

AVOID PROBLEMS by examining plants for signs of pests before deciding to make a purchase.

3.

AVOID PROBLEMS by isolating all new plants for at least 6 weeks and preferably 3 months.

4.

GROW YOUR ORCHIDS AS BEST AS YOU CAN with temperature, humidity, light, growing medium and fertilizer appropriate to the type.

RECOGNIZING PEST PROBLEMS
We often can see the symptoms before seeing a pest. Sticky patches, roughened or dull leaves suggest that we take a closer look.
Always check for pests before finalizing a purchase.
MITES – Mite infestations cause shiny leaves to become dull, pitted and often speckled. Infested plants are likely being stressed
by less than optimal growing conditions (too hot, too cold, too dry – something is not just right). Stressed plants have less resistance to infestations. TO AVOID PROBLEMS: Keep plants growing vigorously.
SCALE INSECTS – Soft-bodied scale feeds on the under surface of leaves especially along the midrib, on an inflorescence and even
on long-lived blooms. Scale ‘crawler’ nymphs will migrate toward the highest point. Look there first. Growing orchids with infested house plants invites problems. TO AVOID PROBLEMS: Examine plants and flowers regularly for telltale sticky patches. Remove
scale insects before they produce offspring and become a bigger problem. Isolate infested plants before the problem spreads.
MEALY BUGS – Mealy bugs produce a white waxy covering which protects them from harm. Adult mealy bugs usually are found
hiding in leaf axils, under bracts or even within flowers or amongst the roots and potting medium. Mealy bugs do move on a plant
and while doing so leave a trail of white fluff. If there is even one piece of suspicious fluff, there is likely an infestation. TO AVOID
PROBLEMS: Quarantine new plants for at least 3 months. Check weekly for pests.
PEST CONTROL: Avoiding pests is the best solution. No pesticide can substitute for good cultural practices.

Even with vigilance and good cultural practice, we still can inadvertently acquire a pest problem.
What to do? 1) Isolate the plant; 2) Identify the pest; 3) Remove larger pests by hand; 4) Seek advice. Consider pesticide treatment but remember that it may not eliminate all of the pests which can lead to re-infestation. For example, if mealy bugs are
found, consider that the potting medium is also infested. Separate the plant from the medium and treat separately. Kill any pests
in the potting medium by pouring boiling water over that; wash the pot with hot soapy water. Cool the medium and repot the
plant. Isolate the plant for three months.
PESTICIDES: Due to pesticide bans in Ontario, certain products cannot be acquired. End-All II is an available product containing
pyrethrin and potassium salts of fatty acids. It will control aphids, mites, mealy bugs and thrips. Insecticidal soaps may also control
scale. Always use according to the manufacturer’s recommendation. Repeated treatments may be necessary.
DISEASE CONTROL: Isolate or dispose of affected plant(s). Wash your hands after handling them. Correct suspected cultural
practice such as too cold, too wet, ventilation, poor illumination. Plants suspected as being virused cannot be treated. Plants that
are disfigured, fail to thrive or even bloom do not belong in a collection. Virused plants should be either burned or disposed of in
the garbage. Do not compost.
Reduce the impact of diseases in an orchid collection through sanitation and good cultural practice.

MEMBERS’ CORNER
I encourage all of you to share what you do and what you have learned, anything orchid related. Please send
me an email by the first of the month to share book reviews, article reviews, even webinar reviews. I look
forward to hearing from you at janet.johns@sympatico.ca.
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UPCOMING ORCHID SHOWS
Feb 11 - 12: Southern Ontario Orchid Society: The SOOS Annual Orchid Show will be held at the Toronto Botanical
Garden, Edwards Gardens, Toronto ON
Feb 25 - 26: Orchid Society of the Royal Botanical Gardens: 680 Plains Rd., Burlington ON

Mar 25 - 26: La Société des Orchidophiles de Montréal: Orchidexpo 2017 at Collège de Maisonneuve, 2700 rue Bourbonnière, Montreal QC
Mar 25 - 26: Vancouver Orchid Society: The Annual Show will be held at the Van Dusen Botanical Garden, 5251 Oak
St., Vancouver BC
Apr 8 - 9: Les Orchidophiles de Québec: Orchidofolie 2017, Pavillon Envirotron, Université Laval, 2480 Blvd. Hochelaga, Sainte Foy QC
Apr 21 - 23: Ottawa Orchid Society: Orchidophilia at the RA Centre, 2451 Riverside Drive, Ottawa ON
April 29 - 30: The Toronto Artistic Orchid Association Show: CICS (Centre for Information and Community Service),
2330 Midland Avenue, Scarborough ON (N.W. Of HWY 401/Midland)
Jun 3 - 4: Foothills Orchid Society: The 2017 Calgary Orchid Show at Triwood Community Centre, 2244 Chicoutimi
Drive N.W., Calgary AB

AOS News
1.

The new Head of the combined Toronto/Montreal AOS Judging Centres, effective January 1, 2017, is
Joyce Medcalf. Congratulations Joyce and our very best wishes to you in your new position.

2.

New AOS members – If you are interested in becoming an AOS member (new), please indicate on
your application form that you are a member of the Ottawa Orchid Society (OOS). This benefits our
OOS because we receive one free month of AOS membership per each new AOS membership. (One
year AOS membership includes 12 digital and print copies of the journal “ORCHIDS” for $85 US or a
two year membership subscription is $165 US.)

3.

The cost of AOS Plant Awards has increased from $36 US in 2016 to $40 US in 2017, for any members
receiving AOS Awards for their blooming orchids. The cost is $60 US for non AOS members.

Upcoming AOS Webinars


Tuesday January 10 at 8:30 p.m. EST Greenhouse Chat with Ron McHatton (general public)

Note: Webinars are recorded and available for viewing anytime after the event. Some are restricted to
members only.
To register, go to http://www.aos.org/orchids/webinars.aspx
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MEMORIES OF THE DECEMBER SOCIAL

HAPPY NEW YEAR

EDITOR’S NOTE
Well, we have embarked on 2017… Happy New Year to you all. It will be a good year with many interesting monthly
programs including the exciting Practicum this month. I look forward to learning! Thank you André. Many thanks to
Joyce Medcalf who goes through the OOS Show Table names with expert dedication despite her very busy life. Congratulations on your new appointment to the Judging Centres, Joyce. Last, but never least, thank you to Arlene for her
photographs which seem to be even more impossibly luminous each month. Her proof-reading and layout editing
skills are impeccable.

Jan Johns
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