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JANUARY PROGRAM: MINIATURE ORCHIDS with CORDELIA HEAD

Past President

This month, Cordelia Head will give us an expert presentation on Miniature
Orchids. Cordelia Head is one of three owners of J&L Orchids. She has been
growing orchids for more than thirty-five years. Cordelia is on many international orchid committees involving orchid conservation and orchid judging. She is an American Orchid Society accredited judge and served on the
Awards Committee for several years. Cordelia has been fortunate to travel
extensively throughout Central and South America in search of orchids. She
has discovered many new species and has three named for her. She has lectured both nationally and internationally at many venues including the
World Orchid Conferences in Miami, France, Malaysia, Vancouver and Glasgow.
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ORCHIDS 101 with Marilyn Light @ 12:30 p.m.
Grooming Orchids: Grooming should be a regular practice consistent with
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janet.johns@sympatico.ca
Publicity
Karina Isert
613-729-0175
k.c.isert@gmail.com

having a healthy orchid collection. Grooming techniques will be demonstrated. Bring your questions, your problem plants, and even infested ones but
please keep those in a closed transparent bag. Any and all questions, simple
to complex, are welcome. Group discussion will follow. (notes page 14)

MEMBERS PLEASE NOTE FINANCIAL STATEMENTS ON PAGES 3-6

haydonm@rogers.com
Joyce Medcalf
613-659-2760
jmedcalf@1000island.net
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President’s Message
Hi Everyone,
Happy 2016 everyone!
The start of a new year! There will be new orchids to buy, new friends to make,
orchid successes and failures...WOW, we are going to be busy! I would like to
start by thanking Barbara Wysocka for organizing the groaning table of food at
our Christmas social. She made sure that there were lots of goodies for those on
a restricted diet…something we don’t always think about. Another big “Thank
You” to everyone who brought gifts for the raffle table and contributions of good
things to nibble on. I, for one, had a super time chatting with old and new members (not to mention sampling
the plates of goodies) and I am happy to report that our membership is now at 98 paid memberships with
136 members including family members.
Our monthly program for 2016 looks exciting with Cordelia Head from J&L Orchids trekking through the snow
to talk to us about Miniature Species at our January meeting. This will be followed in February with another
brave soul from France, David LaFarge. Don’t forget our annual auction will be in March this year!
We still have a few calendars left so if you need a reminder of when our annual show is or our monthly
meetings…our calendar will keep you up-to-date! Don’t forget that the Toronto orchid show (SOOS) is February 13-14 and the Orchid Society of the Royal Botanical Gardens in Burlington, Ontario is February 27-28. We
will be sending an OOS display to both so encourage your orchids to bloom in time for these shows.
If I can manage it, I hope to see you all on January 17.IN THIS ISSUE...
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IMPORTANT NOTICES

PLANTS FOR SOUTHERN ONTARIO ORCHID SOCIETY
(SOOS) SHOW FEBRUARY 12-14, 2016
Plants for the SOOS show should be dropped off at
Rick Sobkowicz and Margaret Haydon's house,
13 Sandringham Crt
Nepean, ON K2J 2H9
Phone 613-825-0827

PREPARING PLANTS FOR A SHOW
Our exhibit co-ordinators really appreciate using your
orchids to present OOS exhibits at our neighbouring
shows. Please help them by preparing your plants for a
show as follows.
1.Put your name on the pot- on the back or underneath.
2.Put your name and list of plants INSIDE the box AND on
the OUTSIDE of the box.

** by 2p..m THURSDAY February 11
I will return the plants to Rick's house on MONDAY February 15
**Please call Rick or Margaret to arrange a suitable time
for drop off and pick up!
PLEASE, email Joyce Medcalf, (jmedcalf@1000island.net)
before TUESDAY FEBRUARY 9 with the list of your plants (if
you have email) even 'possible' plants, so that I can research them for the correct or updated names. I must register them online well ahead of time.

3.Include the parentage of hybrids, if possible.
4.Ensure the name on the plant tag is spelled correctly.
5.Pack plants carefully so they are protected from wobbling & from the elements (IT’S WINTER) during
transport.
6.Stake for transport and for best display, as appropriate.
7.Clean the foliage - use water or water with a little milk.
Never use plant shine products.
8.Remove any damaged/old flowers and leaves.
9.Check well for bugs!

Joyce Medcalf

OOS ORCHID CALENDAR—GOING, GOING….
Please note we have a few superb calendars left over from the Christmas rush. These will be available at a
reduced price at the January meeting. They feature OOS prize-winning plants, all grown and photographed
by our members at a reduced post-holiday price! A good present for an orchid-growing friend or for just anyone who loves flowers!!

AUDITED FINANCIAL STATEMENTS
Members will be asked to accept the audited Financial Statements for the Ottawa Orchid Society year ending June 30, 2015 at the January meeting. These are located in this publication
on the following pages. Please review these carefully before the meeting to prepare for the
vote. Thanks to Doug Vye for his hard work as our Treasurer.
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Orchid Digest Diamond Awards of Excellence
The Ottawa Orchid Society presented the Orchid Digest Diamond Award for excellence to two deserving recipients at
the December Meeting: André Couture (left) and Henry Steger (right) captured in the picture below.
Henry Steger is a founding member
of the Ottawa Orchid Society
(Membership Number 15). He has
served in about every executive capacity possible on the Board: president, past president, vice president,
Show Committee, and chair of the
Conservation Committee. As a dedicated longtime volunteer of the
Ottawa Society, Henry pitches in
wherever needed, a good example
being his help at the monthly show
table and his succinct and kind remarks to beginner growers.

To Henry we owe a great vote of
thanks for his greatest contribution
which has been to develop and implement the computer database for
plant registration and awards data now used at every annual show. Not only does he run the registration program for
each show, he has shared the program with the Fraser Valley Orchid Society and remains their “man on the spot”, albeit 3000 km away. Henry is a self-effacing but able leader who quietly and efficiently gets things done where they are
needed most. He has been a great supporter of the preservation of orchid habitat in the Ottawa area. His slide presentation on local species is excellent. We are indeed fortunate to have someone of Henry’s caliber and abilities within the
Ottawa Orchid Community and we proudly present this award to a well deserving and honourable orchidist.
André Couture is a longtime volunteer of the Ottawa Orchid Society and of the Canadian Orchid Congress where he
has held executive positions. The Ottawa Orchid Society wishes to thank and congratulate him for providing exceptional programs as Program Chair over many years. His coordination with the Québec Societies has provided many world
class orchid experts at our meetings, which have been inspiring, educational and helpful to both amateur and more
experienced growers. As well, he has contributed greatly to out-of-town shows and society exhibits. For this we thank
you, André.
As an accredited AOS orchid judge in the Toronto and Montreal Judging Centres, possessing a commitment to excellence, André provides continuing service in the judging of award winning plants, and as co-chair of the monthly show
table, adjudicates and educates our members, often expressed by a subtle, wry wit. An accountant, André has shared
his professional skills at both the society and national level, as Treasurer for both the Ottawa Orchid Society and the
Canadian Orchid Congress. Our funds have been well managed. We have been fortunate to have such an active member of our society and we wish to thank him for his time, dedication and help.
Jean Hollebone
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MONTREAL AND TORONTO JUDGING CENTREs
The Montreal Judging Centre normally meets on the third (3rd) Saturday of each month at Jardin botanique de Montréal, 4101 Rue Sherbrooke E, Montréal QC. There is a speaker at 10:00 a.m., followed by judging in the afternoon. Members of the public are invited to attend. Speakers for January and February are as follows:


Saturday, January 16, 2016: Michel Tremblay AOS Judge “New Phalaenopsis Classification”



Saturday, February 20, 2016: André Couture AOS Judge “Exercises in Judging”

For March and April, the Centre meets at the locations of the orchid shows for Les Orchidophiles de Montréal and the
Ottawa Orchid Society. Below are some of the awards granted in November and December 2015. All photos are by
Thang Dam.
The Toronto Judging Centre meets on the first (1st) Saturday of the month at 1 p.m. at the Toronto Botanical Gardens ,
777 Lawrence Ave E, Toronto ON (corner of Lawrence and Leslie). Education starts at 10 a.m. All welcome!
Phragmipedium Noirmont ‘Skystar’
HCC/AOS 78 points November 2015
Owner: Sébastien Charron

Paphiopedilum spicerianum ‘Raphaël Gauthier’
CCM/AOS 81 points November 2015
Owner: Anne-Marie Guay

Genyorchis pumila ‘Jardin botanique de
Montréal’
CCM/AOS 85 points November 2015
Owner: Jardin botanique de Montréal’

Dendrobium Sunan Blue ‘Jardin botanique de
Montréal’
CCM/AOS 86 points November 2015
Owner: Jardin botanique de Montréal’

Ornitocephalus manabina ‘Lea’
CCM/AOS December 2015
Owner: Denise et Michel Tremblay

Masdevallia ampullacea ‘Michael Raymond’
CCM/AOS December 2015
Owner: Laura Bonnell

Isabelia puchella ‘Stephan Biljan’
CCM/AOS December 2015
Owner: Angèle Biljan

Cycnodes Taiwan Gold ‘Orchis’
AM/AOS CCM/AOS December 2015
Owner: Jardin botanique de Montréal’
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OOS Show Table Results for December 20, 2015
CLASS JUDGED BY

PLACE

Cattleya Alliance

Judged by Joyce Medcalf

NAME

OWNER

PHOTO
#
1

1st

Cattleya percivaliana

2nd

**Rhyncholaeliocattleya George King 'Serendipity' AM/AOS

Lynne Guimond &
Santos Peixe
Antoinette Brownell

2nd

**Rhyncholaeliocattleya Greenwich 'Elmhurst' AM/AOS

Antoinette Brownell

3

3rd

Lynne Guimond &
Santos Peixe
Jean Hollebone

4

6

2

Cypripedium Alliance

1st

Cattlianthe Chief Box (Cattleya Precious Jewel x Cattlianthe
Candy Ball)
Paphiopedilum villosum

Paphiopedilum

2nd

Paphiopedilum villosum

2nd

Paphiopedilum Fairly Sauced

Lynne Guimond &
Santos Peixe
Jean Hollebone

2nd

Paphiopedilum gratrixianum 'Richard Sobkowicz' HCC/AOS

Helgi Fatovic

8

2nd

Paphiopedilum insigne

9

3rd

Paphiopedilum fairrieanum

Lynne Guimond &
Santos Peixe
Jean Hollebone

Phragmipedium

1st

Phragmipedium Petit Anquette

Angèle Biljan

11

Judged by Joyce Medcalf

2nd

Phragmipedium Seymour Tower

Angèle Biljan

12

3rd

Phragmipedium Olaf Gruss

Angèle Biljan

13

Oncidium Alliance

1st

Oncidium ornithorhynchum

Angèle Biljan

14

Judged by André Couture

2nd

Oncidium sotoanum

Angèle Biljan

15

3rd

Gomesa radicans

Angèle Biljan

16

3rd

Brassia Rex 'Sakata' AM/AOS

Maria Martins

17

Dendrobium Alliance

1st

Monique Savard

18

Judged by André Couture
Phalaenopsis Alliance

Dendrobium SOOS Celebrates 50 (Dendrobium aberrans x
Dendrobium Little Atro)

1st

Phalaenopsis Jin You Red Parrot 'Magenta'

Maria Martins

19

Judged by Joyce Medcalf

2nd

Peter Mazerolle

20

2nd

??Phalaenopsis Wiganiae 'Rona's Delight' (Phalaenopsis
schilleriana x Phalaenopsis stuartiana)
Phalaenopsis Hybrid

Angèle Biljan

21

3rd

Phalaenopsis Hybrid

Cana Balay

22

Vanda Alliance

1st

Vanda Pakchong Blue 'Kultana'

Angèle Biljan

23

Judged by Joyce Medcalf
Pleurothallid Alliance

1st

Restrepia Frank Feysa

Joyce Medcalf

24

Judged by André Couture
Miniature

1st

Oberonia brachystachys

Angèle Biljan

25

Miscellaneous

1st

Isabelia pulchella 'Stephan Biljan' CCM/AOS

Angèle Biljan

26

Judged by André Couture

2nd

Chelonistele sulphurea

Angèle Biljan

27

2nd

Zygonisia Cynosure 'Blue Birds' AM/AOS

Margaret Haydon

28

3rd

Habenaria rhodocheila 'Orange'

Angèle Biljan

29

Judged by Joyce Medcalf

5

7

10

Judged by André Couture
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DECEMBER SHOW TABLE RESULTS (CONTINUED)
CLASS JUDGED BY
Lycaste

PLACE

NAME

OWNER

1st

Lycamerlycaste Cassiopeia 'Wyld Peach' AM/AOS

Joyce Medcalf

PHOTO
#
30

1st

Phalaenopsis Hybrid

Mélodie Courchesne

31

Paphiopedilum villosum

Jean Hollebone

Lycamerlycaste Cassiopeia 'Wyld Peach' AM/AOS

Joyce Medcalf

Judged by André Couture
Novice
Judged by André Couture
Best in Show
Judged by André Couture &
Joyce Medcalf
Member's Choice
Judged by Patrick Boisvert

**Indicates updated name.
Member's Choice: Beautiful large flowers. Six more flowers to come. Smells fantastic.
Photographs by Arlene Lang according to the number listed in the right hand column.

Below: Lycamerlycaste Cassiopeia
‘Wyld Peach’ AM/AOS Member’s
Choice Award winner
Right: Joyce Medcalf (on the left)
holding her Member’s Choice orchid.

Above: Paphiopedilum villosum
Best In Show winner
Left: Jean Hollebone (on the right)
holding her Best of Show orchid.

Joyce Medcalf (Judge) and Jean Hollebone (Head Clerk)

André Couture (Judge) and Jean Hollebone (Head Clerk)
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Mélodie Courchesne and her
Phalaenopsis Hybrid, First Place in
the Novice Class
30

31
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ORCHID GROWER PROFILE: DAVID KALB
Jean Hollebone with David Kalb
David Kalb can be found at most
meetings at a side table behind
his trays of mostly miniature, cool
-growing orchids. He specializes in
species which are difficult to grow
but, under his care, grow and
blossom profusely: Sophronitis
coccinea, Dendrobium cuthbertsonii, Masdevallia, Dracula. Dave
is attracted to the exotic and
unique - firstly cacti, and then,
one day in 1982 passing by a Bank
Street store, he saw a stylish, oriental looking plant which touched
his creative design sensibilities as
a Fine Arts graduate. It was a
Phalaenopsis. Thus began his long association with orchids. As time progressed, he specialized in mostly miniature species due to his limited
growing space. These include many cool growers, which do well under
his conditions. Dave grows his orchids in several locations in his house;
his warm growing Cattleya, Phragmipedium, Masdevallia, and Dendrobium are under lights in his dining room with still more Phragmipediums
and Zygopetalums in his basement along with 80+ Masdevallia and Dracula in a 36 inch aquarium. Yes, orchids dominate!!

Phragmipedium kovachii

Dracuvallia

Dave is a successful hybridizer and has pollinated, saved seed and flasked many new hybrids. He can store viable pollen from a selected plant for up to almost a year in the refrigerator until he has a suitable recipient, the result being a
new cross. He is also able to propagate many of those hard-to-get miniature species. He has been very successful
with beautiful Dendrobium cuthbertsonii which he grows from seed. These are challenging plants for the average
grower, but in Dave’s care they grow, bloom and multiply quickly. His current passion is Phragmipediums which he
says are a cinch to grow (in his right conditions) - so look for some of his beautiful hybrids on the show table. Note his
beautiful Peruflora's Phragmipedium Cirila Alca (P. dalessandroi x kovachii), 12 cm flower of soft velvety pink with absolutely perfect conformation (held by Dave in the picture above): a superb plant from a superb grower. If you are
interested in cool-growing orchids, you will find that Dave is a knowledgeable, expert source of information.

Back: Zygotoria Midnight Blue; Front: Zygonisia
Cynosure ‘Blue Birds’

Dendrobium cuthbertsonii
13

ORCHIDS 101 – GROOMING ORCHIDS

© Marilyn HS Light January 2016
Consider showing orchids. Whether you want to show off that first blooming orchid at a meeting or want to enter orchids in a show, you really want to give your plant the best possible chance of being considered for a ribbon. We know
that our orchid is a blooming beauty. It may or may not win a special award but everyone is sure to admire it. We have
plenty of time to groom the plant so why, when we get to the meeting or show, are there still old dead flowers
amongst the foliage, or leaves spotted with lime? Why is the inflorescence staked with a rusty coat hanger and bright
yellow ties? Why is the pot dirty? Grooming the orchid beforehand would greatly improve its appearance and chances
for the recognition you feel it deserves.
Grooming is about preparing orchids to be displayed but good grooming should be a regular practice consistent with
having a healthy collection. Grooming also shows that you care about your orchids and pay attention to their wellbeing.
START with the pot – Use a damp paper towel to wipe away algae, dirt and lime. Be prepared to re-wipe the pot before you place the plant.
Staking should begin when inflorescences are still flexible. Apart from supports used in transport, stakes/ties should
not detract from the flowers. Avoid using rusty wires, a mixture of colours or old and new stakes together. Ties should
be discreet: cute glittery clips should be avoided when showing a plant. Leave those at home.
Remove dead foliage and spent blooms. Use a sharp sterile knife or clippers to cut dead inflorescences. Aging and
dead foliage can be removed using a sterile blade: never tear off old leaves. The final ‘look’ should be a clean uncluttered plant with the flowers drawing attention, not a dead leaf.
END with the foliage – Use a new paper towel wetted with water or a little diluted milk to gently clean the leaves, one
by one, moving from the base toward the tip. Do not rub. If there are lime spots, use diluted lemon juice to reduce the
spotting then follow with plain water and a final wipe with milky water. Use a new towel for each plant.
Your effort may be rewarded with ribbons but your well-groomed orchids will show everyone how much you care
about your orchids and viewer enjoyment.
Happy growing and showing for 2016.

MEMBER’S CORNER: TIPS, TRICKS AND IDEAS
This month we welcome Jon Foo to the OOS. Please share your love of orchids and say hello to him at our
next meeting. I encourage all of you to share what you do and what you have learned about, anything orchid
related. Have you watched a wonderful webinar? Did you read a delightful book? Have you found a website
that wows you? Are you friends with an orchid grower who has a great set up or skill? Please send me an
email by the first of the month and share with your fellow members. I look forward to hearing from you at
janet.johns@sympatico.ca (despite the email address, I am Jan, not “the” Janet!).
2014-5 DENDROBIUM SEEDLING PROJECT
Last year each member chose one of four different dendrobium seedlings at the September meeting. Please
keep your eyes on your plant's health and progress. If your plant is ready to bloom or blooming, please bring
it to the show table and share your success with the society. We would love to see it and congratulate you
on your success!!!
Jean Hollebone
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UPCOMING SHOWS
Feb 13 - 14: The Southern Ontario Orchid Society: The SOOS Annual Orchid Show will be held at the Toronto Botanical Garden, Edwards Gardens, Toronto ON
Feb 13 - 14: Victoria Orchid Society Spring Orchid Show: It will be held at Our Lady of Fatima Hall, 4635 Elk Lake
Drive, Victoria BC across the road from the Commonwealth Pool.
Feb 27 - 28: Orchid Society of the Royal Botanical Gardens: 680 Plains Rd., Burlington ON
Mar 19 - 20: La Société des Orchidophiles de Montréal: Orchidexpo 2016 at Collège de Maisonneuve, 2700 rue
Bourbonnière, Montreal QC
Mar 26 - 27: The Vancouver Orchid Society Annual Show will be held at the Van Dusen Botanical Garden, 5251 Oak
St., Vancouver BC
April 9 - 10: The Toronto Artistic Orchid Association Show: CICS (Centre for Information and Community Service),
2330 Midland Avenue, Scarborough ON (N.W. Of HWY 401/Midland)
April 9-10: Les Orchidophiles de Québec: Pavillon Envirotron, Université Laval, 2480 Blvd. Hochelaga, Sainte Foy QC
Apr 16 - 17: The Ottawa Orchid Society 35th Annual Orchid Show and Sale: RA Centre, Riverside Drive, Ottawa ON
(CHANGE OF LOCATION).
Aug 10-18: The Orchid Species Preservation Foundation of Alberta is celebrating the 25th Anniversary of the
Founding of the OSPF at the City Hall, Edmonton AB
Sept 24-25: The Orchid Species Preservation Foundation of Alberta is having its third annual orchid exhibit and
seminar from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m., Salisbury Greenhouse, 52337 Range Rd 232, Sherwood Park AB

CANADIAN ORCHID CONGRESS (COC) NEWS


Check out the new website at http://
canadianorchidcongress.ca/ and the Orchid Journal on Facebook https://www.facebook.com/OrchidJournal



You should have received the COC Newsletter by email.
You will notice pictures of OOS members Jan Johns (COC
Treasurer) and Pat Boisvert (moderator for the exciting
upcoming COC Webinars). If you are interested in growing
Cymbidiums, check out the article “Brief Encounters with
Cymbidium goeringii in South Korea”, with culture tips on
page 12. Learn about the OSPF of Alberta and their plan to
bid for a Canadian venue for the World Orchid Congress in
2023.
A raffle table full of thoughtful gifts at our
December Celebration Social were enjoyed by
all. Thanks to all of you for your contributions.
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AMERICAN ORCHID SOCIETY (AOS) NEWS
UPCOMING WEBINARS :


January 14, 2016: Judging Cymbidiums with George Hatfield AOS Judge—The first of a series of 12
seminars on judging that will qualify as one of the 12 educational hours required of AOS judges.



January 20, 2016: Brazilian Cattleya (Laelia): A Tour of the Habitats with Francisco Miranda, owner of
Miranda Orchids



Note: Some seminars are Members Only. Register at http://www.aos.org/Default.aspx?id=509

AOS MEMBERSHIP DRIVE
The American Orchid Society is currently running a membership drive in which it will extend the membership of an Affiliated Society (read the Ottawa Orchid Society) by one month for each new member signing
up from the Society. That means if 12 new members sign up from the OOS, then we would get our society
membership free for one year!! (In order to hold our show and access the services of AOS judges, we must
be an affiliated society.) Seems like quite a bargain. If you were considering joining the AOS for the excellent
culture articles and access to the amazing webinars and members only web site, please inform your AOS
rep Margaret Haydon (haydonm@rogers.com) and be sure to cite the Ottawa Orchid Society on your membership application. Application forms can be accessed at www.aos.org. You have a choice of hard copy
($65 + $20 postage US per annum) or a digital membership ($40 US) which means you get it about 10 days
earlier and can store it, if you want, on your computer so you don't have to worry about bookshelf space.
New members also receive the Orchid Source Directory of societies and (some) vendors, and free/reduced
entry to over 200 botanical gardens in North America.

Editor’s Note
Once again, many thanks to all of you who have contributed to this newsletter. It is particularly long this month due
to the financial statements kindly provided by Doug Vye. I am especially grateful to Jean Hollebone and David Kalb
who launched the Grower’s Profile. Look forward to more of these in future newsletters. André Couture is keeping
us up-to-date with the Montréal Judging Centre and the AOS-awarded orchids. Angèle Biljan keeps the OOS supplied
with these too! Thanks to all of you who bring your blooming orchids to the Show Table. Every month I see something new that I have not seen before. As a beginner in the orchid ‘field’, I find these all fascinating. As always, a very
special thanks to Joyce Medcalf for organizing the results, researching and correcting names for all our Show Table
orchids and Spike in general. Likewise, special thanks to Arlene Lang for her organization and her beautiful photographs, not to mention the excellent proof-reading for the newsletter.
A final personal note…the raffle table in December was splendid and we all received lovely gifts. To the member who
donated the one I received, the book Orchids by Greg Allikas & Ned Nash, thank you so much, I am enjoying it immensely.

Jan Johns
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