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Happy New Year to everyone and welcome to 2012.
This month’s presentation is quite appropriate as this is the Chinese
Year of the Dragon and we begin 2012 with an exciting presentation by
Marilyn Light. The topic is Entering the World of Chinese Orchids.
Chinese Cymbidiums, Cypripediums, and other wild Chinese orchids
will be discussed in terms of cultural history, conservation, and
cultivation. Marilyn Light was an invited speaker at the First Chinese
Cymbidium Conference, Beijing, 2007, where she had an opportunity to
meet with 400 growers. She maintains extensive contacts with orchid
growers worldwide and her presentation is sure to be informative,
relevant, and interesting. Don’t miss this talk!
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Don’t forget to bring your blooming orchids
to our monthly show table.

Vacant

Mailing address
Ottawa Orchid Society
13 Sandringham Court,
Ottawa, Ontario,
Canada K2J 2H9

The Ottawa Orchid Society meets every third Sunday of
every month from September to May inclusive
at 1:30 P.M. at the Tom Brown Arena, 141 Bayview, Ottawa.
Guests are welcome.
MEMBERSHIP: $25 from September 1 - August 31.

EDITOR’S NOTE
The December meeting was a great meeting with many beautiful plants on the show table, a special
presentation to one of our long time members, a lot of great snacks from smoked salmon, to home-made
dips, lots of home baked pastries and a raffle table covered with lots of Christmas gifts for everyone. Marie
Gauthier made a wonderful soup and many folks asked for the recipe. Marie provided the recipe and it is
found further on in this newsletter. Many thanks, Marie, for the de licious treat in December and for your
recipe. The photo on the right, taken by Arlene Lang, shows Karim Mattar and Marcel Carrière looking
over but a small portion of the many gifts donated by Society members for the Christmas raffle. There
were more gifts than people attending the meeting and a spirited effort was made to raffle off as much as
we could. Everyone present received a gift. What remained over was saved by Janet Sutherland and will
be placed into our February annual auction. Heartfelt thanks t o everyone who brought food and gifts to the
meeting.

Society Annual Auction Coming Up in February!
th

Members are reminded that our annual society auction will be held Sunday, February 19 ,
2012. This is a very fast paced and fun event. The money raised at this function goes to pay
for a number of Society functions as well as support the AOS judging centers in Montreal and
Toronto. We will be looking for donations from members at the February meeting. Donations
may be divisions of your orchids, orchid books and magazines that may be of interest to other
members, orchid growing supplies, plant labels, pots, orchid art and craft work, orchid
photographs, perhaps even an offer of your time (1 to 2 hours) to help a member with their
repotting. Every contribution helps and everyone in the Society benefits.
Hope to see you at the January meeting.

Rick Sobkowicz,
Spike Editor and Past President

AOS Corner
If you are not already an individual member to the American Orchid Society, start the new year off by considering joining. AOS
membership is truly a rewarding experience. Whether you are a beginner or an expert orchid grower you will find relevant
information and inspiration throughout the AOS website (www.aos.org) or through our publication, Orchids. As a member of AOS
you will join the 10,000 other members worldwide who share the like passion for orchids. In addition, you will help further the
important conservation and research efforts of which the AOS is a part.
Benefits of being an AOS member include:
·
·
·
·
·
·

Monthly issues of award-winning Orchids magazine (12 per year).
Free and discounted admission to more than 200 botanical gardens and arboreta through the reciprocal
garden
program. Check out the listing on the AOS website for any local participating gardens.
Receive the annual Orchid Source Directory detailing orchid suppliers worldwide.
Access to online orchid information and features available only to our members at www.aos.org.
10% discount on purchases on-line at www.aos.org, including back issues of Orchids magazine and on American
Orchid Society published books.
Reduced processing fees for American Orchid Society judged plant and flower awards.

In addition, the following vendors extend AOS members a 5% discount on all purchases as an added benefit of membership:
Exotic Orchids of Maui, June's Orchid Estate, Krull-Smith, Orchid Doctor, Orchid Inn, Ltd, Seagrove Orchids, Sunset Valley
Orchids and Woodstream Orchids.
If you have a two-year new membership or renewal you will receive (mailed from AOS headquarters) a special coupon worth $30
off of an order of $100 or more from your choice of one of the following vendors: Carmela Orchids, Carter & Holmes, Dan &
Margie Orchids, Exotic Orchids of Maui, Gold Country Orchids, Hillsview Gardens, Indoor Gardening Supplies (IGS), June's
Orchid Estate, Kelley's Korner Orchid Supplies, Krull-Smith, Little Brook Orchids, Marsh Hollow Orchids, Mountain View Orchids,
New Earth Orchids, Norman's Orchids, OFE International, Orchid Doctor, Orchid Inn Ltd., Piping Rock Orchids, Quest Orchids,
RF Orchids, Ravenvision, Roberts Flower Supply, Soroa Orchids, Inc., Sunset Valley Orchids, Tropical Gardens Orchids.
I wish you all a happy 2012!
Lynn Fuller, Chair
Affiliated Societies Committee
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VOLUNTEERS NEEDED!!!
Unfortunately, with the exception of Barbara Wysocka who kindly offered to help solve the
library storage issue, volunteers have not stepped forward for the three other jobs that we
need done in the society. These are: someone to help with setting up the refreshments we
all gladly eat and drink every meeting; someone to help set up the projector and electrical
equipment so we can hear the speakers and see the visual programs; and, a treasurer to
reduce Janet’s load as combined secretary-treasurer. Surely out of over 100 members there
are three individuals or more who would be prepared to help out with these jobs. This is your
society. Even if you cannot help every meeting, if you could put your name forward to be on a team that would
manage these duties on a rotational basis this would be very, very helpful. If you enjoy our meetings, then we do
need contributions to make things work. This is the last time I will mention this. If you can help even for one or two
meetings, please offer your help and identify yourself to me at the meeting. Thank you.
Jean Hollebone

ORCHID DIGEST DIAMOND AWARD
This fall, one of our Society members asked a few of the Board
members our thoughts on nominating Marcel Carrière for the Orchid Digest
Diamond Award. This award is intended to honor members for their special
contribution within their orchid society. Only one Orchid Digest Diamond Award
is available per year to any society affiliated with Orchid Digest. The suggestion
was heartily endorsed by everyone consulted on the Board and a letter was sent
to the Orchid Digest explaining why we felt that Marcel was deserving of this
award. The Orchid Digest supported our nomination and sent the award by
special courier. The award arrived in Ottawa on Sunday just hours before our
December meeting. What excellent timing! Marcel Carrière was completely
unaware of what was to take place. (Photo on right taken by Arlene Lang.)
Rick Sobkowicz was asked to present this award to Marcel on behalf of the
Society. Marcel was called to the front of the meeting room under a pretext that
he would get some fashion tips from Mr. Dress Up himself (Rick Sobkowicz).
Marcel was a great sport and cautiously came to the front of the room not
knowing what to expect. After a bit of kidding, Rick explained to Marcel and the general membership why Marcel
was called to the front of the room. As some of our British friends would say, Marcel was completely “gobsmacked”.
The Orchid Digest Diamond Award is a beautiful glass paperweight award and inscribed with the words "Orchid
Diamond Award of Excellence”. Here is what was written up by the committee and read by Rick at the presentation
to Marcel.

The Ottawa Orchid Society is proud to present the Orchid Digest Diamond Award of Excellence to Marcel Carrière for
his many years of service and involvement in the Ottawa Orchid Society (OOS). For the past 25 plus years, Marcel
has set up the Society’s exhibit at out-of-town orchid shows. He has brought our Society to the public’s attention
through his media contacts in television and radio as needed. Marcel has coordinated the American Orchid Society
(AOS) judging of the Society’s annual show for the past 25 plus years and helps at our monthly Society meetings
with hospitality and making new members feel welcome. Marcel continues to serve as the go-to-person with
members who have questions on orchids or who need help setting up displays at orchid shows. He continues to
grow orchids and he wins numerous awards for his personal displays. He is one of our most congenial members and
this award symbolizes the feeling and appreciation of Marcel by all OOS members. He is an invaluable asset and an
excellent role model.
Congratulations, Marcel! You are a deserving recipient of this beautiful and distinguished award. Marcel has sent the
note below to your Society editor and asked that it be posted in Spike.
I was dumbfounded and speechless during the presentation at our last meeting, I would like to take this opportunity
to thank those who submitted my name for this prestigious award. Volunteering on various committees with the
society is not only fun but also very rewarding, and I hope to continue for many years to come. Again many thanks
for this honour.
Sincerely, Marcel Carrière.
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OOS Show Table for December 18, 2011
CLASS AND JUDGE

PLACE
st

NAME OF ORCHID PLANT

OWNER

Cattleya percivaliana
'Summit' FCC/AOS
Epidendrum paniculatum ( syn. floribundum) x
Encyclia cordigera
**Rhyncholaeliocattleya (Syn. Blc) Yen Corona
'Green **Genie' AM/AOS
Paphiopedilum fairrieanum
Paphiopedilum insigne
Paphiopedilum Lippewunder x Paphiopedilum
In-Charm White
Phragmipedium Don Wimber
Phragmipedium Nicholle Tower
Phragmipedium Saint Ouen
Rossioglossum Rawdon Jester
**Aliceara (Syn. Beallara)Marfitch
'Howard's Dream' AM/AOS**
**Aliceara ( Syn. Beallara)Peggy Ruth Carpenter
'Morning Joy' AM/AOS **
**Dendrobium nobile 'Brazil'
Dendrobium lowii
Dendrobium teretifolium
** Doritaenopsis Sogo Chabstic
**Doritaenopsis ??? Firebird
Angraecum erectum
Darwinara Charm 'Blue Pacific'
Isabelia pulchella
Dendrobium rigidum x self
Maxillaria **friedrichsthalii
Dendrochilum tenellum 'Julia Colleen' CCE/AOS
Fredclarkeara After Dark
Sudamerlycaste ( Syn. Ida) fimbriata

Angèle Biljan

Acronia homalantha

Joyce Medcalf

Best in Show
judged by M. Light & J. Medcalf

Dendrochilum tenellum
'Julia Colleen' CCE/AOS

Theresa Lafleur

Member's Choice
judged by Manfred Hey

Dendrochilum tenellum
'Julia Colleen' CCE/AOS

Theresa Lafleur

Cattleya Alliance
judged by Joyce Medcalf

1

nd

2

rd

3

st

Cypripedium Alliance
Paphiopedilum
judged by Marilyn Light

1
nd
2
rd
3

Phragmipedium
judged by Marilyn Light

1
nd
2
rd
3
st
1
nd
2

Oncidium Alliance
judged by Joyce Medcalf

st

rd

3
Dendrobium Alliance
judged by Joyce Medcalf
Phalaenopsis / Doritaenopsis
judged by Marilyn Light
Vanda Alliance
judged by Marilyn Light
Miniature
judged by Joyce Medcalf
Miscellaneous
judged by Marilyn Light
Lycaste Alliance
judged by Marilyn Light
Pleurothallid Alliance
judged by Marilyn Light

st

1
nd
2
rd
3
st
1
nd
2
st
1
nd
2
st
1
nd
2
rd
3
st
1
nd
2
st
1
st

1

Manfred Hey
Angèle Biljan
Theresa Lafleur
Janet Johns
Michael Barker
Angèle Biljan
Angèle Biljan
Angèle Biljan
Angèle Biljan
Angèle Biljan
Angèle Biljan
Angèle Biljan
Marilyn Light
Angèle Biljan
Manfred Hey
Angèle Biljan
Manfred Hey
Angèle Biljan
Angèle Biljan
Angèle Biljan
George Cook
Theresa Lafleur
Margaret Haydon
Joyce Medcalf

All orchid plant names with ** have been either corrected or updated as shown above from the original information
provided by the plant owner. Owners are requested to update or correct their plant name tags accordingly.
Thanks to Jean Hollebone for organizing the December show table, our judges (Marilyn Light, Joyce Medcalf and
Manfred Hey), and Joyce Medcalf for the show table results and correcting/updating the plant name information.
Thanks to everyone who brought their blooming plants to the monthly show table.
And now we present Arlene Lang’s show table photos.
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Above, December show judging. From left, Marilyn Light with Jean Hollebone; Joyce Medcalf with Jean Hollebone,
Joyce Medcalf; and, Theresa Lafleur with her Best in Show and Member’s Choice plant winner - Dendrochilum
tenellum 'Julia Colleen' CCE/AOS.

Above, from left: Dendrochilum tenellum 'Julia Colleen' CCE/AOS, Theresa Lafleur with close up photo of flower
spikes; and, Acronia homalantha, Joyce Medcalf with close up of flowers.

Above, from left: Fredclarkeara After Dark, Margaret Haydon; Dendrobium lowii, Marilyn Light; Paphiopedilum
insigne, Janet Johns; and, Paphiopedilum Lippewunder x Paphiopedilum In-Charm White, Michael Barker.

Above, from left: Phragmipedium Nicholle Tower, Angèle Biljan; Sudamerlycaste (Syn. Ida) fimbriata, Joyce Medcalf
and with close up of flowers; Cattleya percivaliana 'Summit' FCC/AOS, Angèle Biljan; and, Doritaenopsis Sogo
Chabstic, Manfred Hey.
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Above, from left: Angraecum erectum, Manfred Hey with close up of blooms; Dendrobium teretifolium, Angèle Biljan;
and, Maxillaria friedrichsthalii, George Cook.

Above, from left: Paphiopedilum fairrieanum, Theresa Lafleur; Dendrobium nobile 'Brazil', Angèle Biljan with close
up of blooms; and, Isabelia pulchella, Angèle Biljan.

Above, from left: Epidendrum paniculatum (syn. floribundum) x Encyclia cordigera, Manfred Hey; Phragmipedium
Don Wimber, Angèle Biljan; Aliceara (Syn. Beallara) Marfitch 'Howard's Dream' AM/AOS, Angèle Biljan; and,
Doritaenopsis ??? Firebird, Angèle Biljan.

Above, from left: Darwinara Charm 'Blue Pacific', Angèle Biljan; Rhyncholaeliocattleya (Syn. Blc) Yen Corona 'Green
Genie' AM/AOS, Angèle Biljan; and, Phragmipedium Saint Ouen, Angèle Biljan.
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Above, from left: Rossioglossum Rawdon Jester, Angèle Biljan; Aliceara (Syn. Beallara) Peggy Ruth Carpenter
'Morning Joy' AM/AOS, Angèle Biljan; and, Dendrobium rigidum x self, Angèle Biljan.

In 2012
Feb 11-12

The Southern Ontario Orchid Society (SOOS) Annual Orchid Show at the Toronto Botanical
Garden, 777 Lawrence Avenue East, Toronto, Ontario. Web-site: http://www.soos.ca
Above SOOS cancelled for 2012 due to construction at Toronto Botanical Gardens and possible
municipal strike. The next SOOS annual orchid show is scheduled for 2013.

Feb. 25-26

Orchid Society of Alberta Orchid Fair (Annual Show & Sale), MacEwan South Campus, 7319-29
Ave., Edmonton, Alberta (see www.orchidsalberta.com )

Mar 17-18

London Orchid Society, 35th Annual Orchid Show & Sale, Mother Teresa Catholic Secondary
School, 1065 Sunningdale Road East, London, Ontario, web-site: http://los.lon.imag.net/

Mar 24-25

La Société des orchidophiles de Montréal “Orchidexpo 2012”, CÉGEP de Maisonneuve
2700, av. Bourbonnière, Montréal, Québec. For information: André Poliquin TEL/FAX: (450)6539590, e-mail: mor-pol@sympatico.ca

Apr 14-15

The Annual Toronto Artistic Orchid Association Show, CICS (Centre for Information and
Community Service), 2330 Midland Avenue, Toronto,Ontario, MIS 5G5, (N. W. Of HWY 401
/Midland) Phone: 416-292-9293 Email: Louisa Fung louisafung@rogers.com

TBA

Exposition des Orchidophiles du Saguenay-Lac-St-Jean, Hôtel Le Montagnais, bl. Talbot à
Chicoutimi, Québec.

Apr 21-22

Orchidophilia – Ottawa Orchid Society’s 31 Annual Orchid Show and Sale,
Nepean Sportsplex, 1701 Woodroffe Ave., Ottawa, Ontario. Society website:
http://www.ottawaorchidsociety.com Show Chairman: Dave Cooper, orchidae@storm.ca

Apr 28-29

Orchid Show of Les Orchidophiles de Québec to be held in the Pavillon de l'Envirotron, at
l’ Université de Laval, 2480, boul. Hochelaga, Saint-Foy, Québec. Further details to be posted when
made available.

Sep 11-16

19 Australian Orchid Council (AOC) Conference and Show, Perth,
Western Australia. Nineteen world class orchid specialists are presently
scheduled to be speakers at this event. For more information or to register, go
to http://www.waorchids.iinet.net.au/19th_AOC_Conference.htm .
Earlybird Registrations must be received by 31st January 2012.

th

st

th

*********************************************************************
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31ST ANNUAL OTTAWA ORCHID SHOW – April 21-22, 2012.
th

The show committee held their first meeting December 15 at the McNabb
Community Centre. Most of the folks who were on the show committee last
year will continue in the same role on the committee for this year’s show. This
is great for all concerned as most everyone on the committee except for the
newcomers have been doing the same work now for many years, know what
needs to be done and can be counted on to do an excellent job. It is a great
group and everyone is looking forward to this year’s show and working with the
new volunteers. We are especially lucky to have Dave Cooper continue to
remain as Show Chair, a role Dave has held without interruption since
September 1993, a remarkable 18 years! This is a record term for this very
demanding and important position. Assisting Dave this year as co-chair is
Barbara Wysocka who is not a stranger to show committees.
At right is a photo taken by Arlene Lang of Dave and Barbara. Towards the
end of this newsletter there is a list of the Show Committee for 2012. Various show committee heads will be looking
th
for volunteers to help on the day of set up (Friday, April 20 ) and on Saturday and Sunday (April 21-22) for the
judging and when the show opens up to the general public. If you would like to assist with the show, do not hesitate
to contact any of the show committee heads if you wish to help in some specific role. We need many volunteers. Our
show committee members will be happy to hear from you. Sign-up sheets will be available at upcoming monthly
meetings.
Everyone assisting with the show either as a volunteer, an exhibitor, or vendor will be admitted to the show without
charge, have access to our hospitality area, and may have a chance to see what vendors bring for sale before the
general public. Come out and have a great time!

*********************************************************************

From The January 2012 Edition of the Canadian Orchid Congress (COC) Newsletter
The Orchid Specialist Group (OSG)
Welcome to the web pages of the IUCN/SSC Orchid Specialist Group, the leading international network for orchid
conservation. The Orchid Specialist Group is a global network of experts who volunteer their time and expertise to
build a scientific and practical foundation for the conservation of orchids (Orchidaceae). Orchidaceae are the largest
family of flowering plants and they occur in a wide range of ecosystems and habitats. A charismatic group, many
species are important in horticulture. Habitats of orchids are, however, threatened throughout the world, and the
OSG is dedicated to their conservation and sustainable use.
Chair: Michael F. Fay, Royal Botanic Gardens, Kew, Richmond, Surrey, TW9 3DS, UK.
As Editor of the Orchid Specialist Group newsletter, ‘Orchid Conservation News’, I am preparing 3 to 4 issues
annually. The three issued in 2011 may be found and downloaded from the website. Please feel free to circulate
within your respective societies and to pass on the website url to any local conservation groups which may be
interested in our work.
Wishing you all a happy, healthy and prosperous 2012.
Sincerely,
Marilyn Light
(Editor’s note: The newsletters issued in 2011 referred to in the above may be found at
http://www.iucn.org/about/work/programmes/species/about_ssc/specialist_groups/directory_specialist_groups/direct
ory_sg_plants/orchid_specialist_group/newsletters_orchid/ .)
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SOCIETY PICTURES FROM DECEMBER MEETING
During the Decmber meeting, Arlene Lang took pictures of some of our members. On the left below is a picture of
the Ottawa Orchid Society members who have received the Orchid Digest Diamond Award of Excellence: Rick
Sobkowicz (November 2009), Marcel Carrière (December 2011), and Marilyn Light (December 2008).

In the center above, from left to right: Angèle Biljan (a major contributor of
blooming orchids to our monthly show table), Janet Johns (our Society
Secretary and interim Society Treasurer), Marcel Carrière, and Yanick
Champoux who looks after our Society’s Group e-mail address book. Above
far right is a photo of Joe Hruska and Dorothea Cooper, two very popular
members who help at our annual show. On far right is a photo of Margaret
Haydon, our AOS representative, with her hubby and Society editor. A rumor
is circulating that Rick’s name will be submitted to the hosts of the television
program “What Not to Wear”. Thanks for the photos, Arlene.

UPDATE TO OTTAWA ORCHID SOCIETY’S WEB SITE
Arlene Lang, our show photographer, took
thousands of photos of the orchids and displays
at our 2011 annual show and has just recently
submitted the final batch of images she took of
the orchids and orchid displays that won ribbons
and rosettes at the show. There is a tremendous
amount of work matching pictures with the plant
names, verifying the correct spelling of plant and
owner names, and selecting the best photo to
be place on the web. Dave Cooper, our Society
web master, has closely collaborated with
Arlene and has placed Arlene’s pictures on the
Society’s web site, linking the images to the
listing of show plant winners. Dave has done an
excellent job! To view the results, you can either
click on the "Shows" tab found on our Society
home page or go directly to http://www.ottawaorchidsociety.com/ribbon_awards_2011.html . Enjoy! Photo on left is
the orchid exhibit erected by Le Paradis des Orchidées Inc. of Laval, Quebec, photo taken by Arlene Lang.
Over the next little while, Arlene will be sending photos of the winning entries exhibited in the Society’s ‘Art Galleria’.
Once this is completed, Arlene will be finished and ready to prepare for our 2012 show. Thank you, Arlene, for all
this hard work and the beautiful pictures and thank you, Dave, for your excellent work as Society Web Master!

OOS FACEBOOK
Members are reminded that the Society is on Facebook thanks to Marie Gauthier and her team. If you have not
already been on our Facebook page, do have a peek and let us know what you think.
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RECIPE for Posole Verde Con Pollo (Posole Verde with Chicken)
Servings: 6-8
INGREDIENTS
7 cups reduced salt chicken stock
2 cups water
4 chicken breast halves with bone and skin
1 pound fresh tomatillos, husks removed, sliced in half
1 small white onion, quartered
2 poblano chiles, seeded and cut into quarters
2 serano chiles, seeded and quartered (you can use jalepenos for a softer heat or omit them)
4 large garlic cloves, peeled and flattened
1/2 cup fresh cilantro, chopped
1 tablespoon dried Mexican oregano (you can use regular oregano)
3 - 15oz cans hominy OR 1 1/2lbs prepared dried pozole** (these can be purchased at Mexican markets there is
one on Montreal Road, Somerset and I believe somewhere on Merivale. I also heard they can be purchased in
Middle eastern markets too, there is one on Greber for those who live in Gatineau).
To Use Dried Pozole
If you are using dried pozole then soak the pozole overnight then rinse. Place the pozole in a pot of water and add 1
teaspoon of salt and simmer for about 3
hours. Drain and use in place of the canned pozole.
Garnish
Finely shredded cabbage, sliced radishes, chopped onion or scallion, diced avocados, crema (or sour cream) lime
wedges, queso fresco (or other cheese will do) and tortilla chips.
INSTRUCTIONS
Place water, chicken stock, a couple garlic cloves minced, as well as 1/4 white onion in a large enameled cast iron
casserole and bring to a boil. Add chicken breasts skin side down, cover and simmer over low heat until cooked
through but still tender about 25 minutes. Transfer chicken to a plate and shred the meat; discard skin and bones.
Skim fat from cooking liquid and reserve the liquid.
In a blender combine tomatillos, onion, poblano and jalapeno chiles, garlic, cilantro and Mexican oregano. Pulse
until coarsely chopped scraping down the sides. With machine running add 1 cup of the reserved cooking liquid and
puree until smooth. Season the mixture with salt and pepper.
Heat oil in a large deep, heavy skillet. Add the tomatillo puree and cook over moderate heat, stirring occasionally
until the sauce turns deep green; about 12 minutes.
Pour the sauce into the cooking liquid in the casserole. Add the hominy (pozole) and bring to a simmer over
moderate heat. Add the shredded chicken to the stew, season with salt and pepper and cooked just until heated
through. Serve the pozole in deep bowls. Pass garnishes.
---------------------------See you in January!
Marie Gauthier
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