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Sunday, January 18, 2009 @ 1:30 p.m.
Tom Brown Arena, 141 Bayview, Ottawa
This Month’s Meeting:“Semi-hydroponic Growing” with
Calvin Wong of Tropical Garden Orchids
There’s a famous expression (or semi-famous at least) that if you ask ten
orchid growers what kind of media they use, you’ll get eleven different
answers. There are so many options to choose from – bark, coconut
husk, sphagnum, perlite, sponge rock, etc. And then you get into mixes
and percentages... It’s enough to send any orchid grower running from
the greenhouse (or windowsill, or light garden).
This month, our guest speaker will be Calvin Wong of Tropical Garden
Orchids. His topic – semi-hydroponic growing, a novel way of growing
orchids that is gaining in popularity. Rather than the “traditional” media,
semi-hydroponic growing uses an inert media that doesn’t
decompose. And with a “reservoir” at the bottom of the pot, you water
less. Mmm, media that doesn’t decompose and less watering. Sounds
like an easier way to grow orchids. Why not come and find out more
about this way of growing orchids and see if it might be the right way for
you.

ORCHIDS 101
Orchids 101 begins at 12:30 p.m. sharp to 1:00 pm. This month,
ORCHID FERTILIZERS. Those wanting to learn on how to apply
fertilizers, which kind(s) to use and when to apply them will find this
discussion of interest. Marilyn Light will be giving this presentation.

Don’t forget to bring your blooming orchids to our
monthly show table.

Past President - Anna Bilsky
613-728-4202 / humbil@primus.ca
COC Representative - Jean Hollebone
613-226-2395 / jhollebone@sympatico.ca
AOS Representative - Margaret Haydon
613-825-0827
Conservation Representative:
Marilyn Light
819-776-2655 / mlight@igs.net
Publicity - Richard Aubert
613-728-9890 / raubert@sympatico.ca

The Ottawa Orchid Society meets every third Sunday of
every month from September to May inclusive
at 1:30 P.M. at the Tom Brown Arena, 141 Bayview, Ottawa.
Guests are welcome.
MEMBERSHIP: $25 from September 1 - August 31.

A NOTE FROM THE PRESIDENT (AND EDITOR)
Happy New Year and best wishes to everyone for 2009! Just got back from sunny but very cold Alberta where the temperatures ra nged
from -30 to -45 degrees below zero. We returned to Ottawa last week where temperatures are 20 to 30 degrees warmer! But why is it still
so cold?
In a very short while, orchid societies across Canada will be hosting their annual shows . The earliest one is the Southern Ontario Orchid
th
Society (SOOS) show this coming February 14-15 . Joyce Medcalf and Marlene Young have offered to erect an Ottawa Orchid Society
display at the SOOS show. We hope Society members will provide plants so that we can put together a beautiful display of stun ning plants.
Joyce and Marlene will also be doing the Montreal show in March and Marilyn Light has offered to do the April Quebec city show. However,
there are still a few other out-of-town shows at which we would very much wish to see our Society represented with an OOS display. Have
a glance at the section in the newsletter of upcoming events and see where we need volunteers to set up a display. If interested, please
speak with our Vice President, Gerry Duffield, who coordinates our activities at out-of-town shows. The Society will cover gas and hotel
expenses as well as some other show related expenses. This is a great way to represent and promote our Society, see other orchid shows,
and acquire orchids you may not see at our own show and monthly meetings.
A word has to be said about last month’s meeting. Though snow was falling, at times
quite heavily, and snow banks on the streets were quickly building up, 45 Society
members braved the elements and showed up to hear an exceptional speaker, Alan
Koch of Gold Country Orchids in California. Alan shared a wealth of information with us
and peppered his talk throughout with all kinds of tips on how to grow orchids and get
certain genera to bloom regularly and more frequently. We had a delicious table of
sweets and other Christmas goodies thanks to the generosity of members and had an
impressive show table of blooming orchids. Thanks to everyone who participated . It is
hoped more members can turn up at upcoming meetings.
Another item that I would like to mention is that we rarely have seen at monthly meetings
a show table orchid that wins both the Best of Show Table rosette and the rosette for
Alan Koch, in grey shirt, judging portion of
Members’ Choice. This December past, Janet Johns brought an impressive looking
December show table with Rick Sobkowicz
Angraceum hybrid which was appreciated by everyone. According to Eric and Ellen in background looking on.
Lee of Plant Exotica who sold this hybrid to Janet, an identical hybrid won the best
in show award at the World Orchid Congress (WOC) held in Miami in January 2008. Thanks to our photographer, Arlene Lang,
we have some great pictures of the grower with her plant which we are very happy and proud to share with you. Great growing,
Janet, and thank you for making the effort to bring this beautiful plant to the meeting. Thanks, Arlene, for the photos!

Above, on left, Janet Johns is holding one of her two rosettes for the magnificent Angraceum Crestwood (veitchii x sesquipedale) in
the clay pot in front of her. On the right is a photo of Marilyn Light judging a Phragmipedium with Rick Sobkowicz in the
background. Note the biggggggg, beautiful, fragrant Angraceum in the foreground between our two members. The flowers have a
very thick and waxy texture and must surely last a very long time. What a plant to own and bloom so well. Great growing, Janet!
Look forward to seeing you this coming weekend and don’t forget to bring those blooming orchids!

Rick Sobkowicz
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SOCIETY BULLETIN BOARD
WELCOME TO OUR NEWEST MEMBERS!
A great big welcome to the following latest new members:
#1171 - Emerson Harkin (Gwyneth Harkin, Cathy Loucks)
#1172 - Farina Chummer

A VISIT TO MONTREAL BOTANICAL GARDENS – FEB. 21, 2009
Just picture it: you, in a greenhouse filled with thousands of exotic plants (including many orchids, of course) and colourful,
fluttering butterflies, while a gentle snow falls outside. This is what we are proposing to you for Saturday, February 21, 2009
when we’ll be visiting the Montreal Botanical Gardens. A small coach bus will be leaving at approximately 7:30 am on
February 21 and dropping us off at the botanical gardens for a very special behind the scenes tour of their orchid collection
and production greenhouses, led by Lise Gobeille. This year, we will have lunch at the Botanical Gardens, after which we will
have a bit of free time to explore the other exhibits at the Botanical Gardens. We’ll then head for Le Paradis des Orchidées, a
large orchid business located in Laval. They attend our show every year and delight us with blooming plants. We will visit their
large greenhouse and learn more about their production techniques. This will also be a great place to pick up a flowering
souvenir or two… After this visit, we’ll make our way home, filled with lovely memories. Last year’s lucky participants greatly
enjoyed their time and a few have already indicated they’d like to come again. Pictures from last year’s trip are on our
website, accessible through the main page.
The cost per person will be $75, which will cover your transportation, entrance to the Montreal Botanical Gardens, all guided
visits and your lunch. Full payment is required to register for this activity. This deposit is non-refundable, but it is
transferable. Please note that this activity will be limited to 26 people and that spots will be assigned on a “first come, first
served” basis. There are still a few spots left. A reminder to all registered participants that your payment is due at the
January meeting. For additional information or to register, please contact our Program Chair, Julie Mertens, at 613-323-0460
or by email at julie_mertens@videotron.ca.

BOARDERS NEEDED FOR OUR MONTHLY SPEAKERS
As we indicated in last month’s edition of Spike, we have been very lucky of late to have some truly fantastic speakers who
have come from far and wide. To help us save on costs, we generally arrange for our speakers to say with members of the
Ottawa Orchid Society. We had asked for volunteers willing to host speakers so that we could build a list of possible
hosts. So far, no one has volunteered. With the cost of a hotel for two nights close to $300, boarding speakers with members
is a great way for your society to save and to allow us to bring in more out-of-town speakers for you. Jean Hollebone and
Janet Johns, who have been graciously hosting most of our speakers, will tell you that this is a great experience, especially
since it also means you get lots of one on one time with the speakers. If you would like to host a speaker in the future or
would like to have more information, please do not hesitate to contact our Program Chair, Julie Mertens, at 613-323-0460 or
by email at julie_mertens@videotron.ca.

MEMBERS’ WISH LIST?
Louise Sorensen (louise3anne@hotmail.com) has been looking for a Dendrobium unicum. She is also looking for a
Pleurothallis pterophora which is also called the Lily of the Valley Orchid because of its wonderful fragrance. People can
contact Louise by e-mail or phone (613) 382-8776. She lives near Gananoque, and comes to our monthly meetings except
during winter months when snow or road conditions pose a hazard to driving.

LIBRARY CORNER
Are you aware that the Ottawa Orchid Society has an extensive listing of videos, books and other publications which are
available to Society members? There is a detailed and up-to-date listing of everything we have on the Society’s web site
(www.ottawaorchidsociety.com). The Society’s library is far too large for our librarian, Jane Thompson, to bring everything in
the library to monthly meetings. However, if there is something of specific interest to you or you would like to see a particular
publication or video, give Jane a call or send her an e-mail and she will bring the item to the monthly meeting. If there is
something you would like to see in the library, let Jane know. If it is deemed that we should have what you are seeking, the
Society will purchase the item, budget permitting. Just one of the many great things about our Society and the benefits of
being a member.
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DECEMBER SHOW TABLE JUDGING RESULTS - Dec. 21, 2008
Class/judged by
Cattleya Alliance - Alan Koch

Place
st

1

2nd

Plant Name
Cattleya percivaliana *

Owned/Grown by
Angèle Biljan

Epi. Limeade (proligerum [syn. janeirense] x ilense)

Marilyn Light

rd

Encyclia cochleata * now Prosthechea cochleata

Rita Shand

st

1

Paph. insigne

Janet Johns

2nd

*Paphiopedilum Pure Emerald (Paphiopedilum Emerald Dream
‘Modizuki’ x Paphiopedilum Sweet Lemon ‘Sun Valley’)

Ela Kesik

3rd

Paphiopedilum Delrosi * (Paphiopedilum delenatii x Paphiopedilum
rothschildianum)

André Couture

Cypripedium Alliance – Phrags.
Judged by Marilyn Light

1st

Phragmipedium Desormes ‘Paul’s Pride’

Angèle Biljan

Oncidium Alliance
Judged by André Couture

1st

Oncidium ornithorhynchum

Rita Shand

2nd

Oncidium ornithorhynchum

Angèle Biljan

3rd

Oncidium Sharry Baby

Rita Shand
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Odontoglossum Violetta von Holm (Odontoglossum bictoniense x
Odontoglossum Bic-ross)*

Rita Shand

1st

*Dendrobium Spider Lily (Dendrobium Roy Tokunaga x Dendrobium
alexandrae)

Angèle Biljan

2nd

*Dendrobium Green Elf (Dendrobium alexandrae x Dendrobium
convolutum)

Angèle Biljan

Phalaenopsis / Doritaenopsis
Alliance Judged by Marilyn Light

1st

Phal. equestris

Bill Arthurs

Vanda Alliance Judged by Marilyn
Light

1st

Angraceum Crestwood (veitchii x sesquipedale)

Janet Johns

2nd

Darwinara Charm 'Blue Pacific'

Angèle Biljan

1

Restrepia cuprea 'Copper Jewel' CHM/AOS

Rita Shand

1st

Neolehmania porpax

Angèle Biljan

3
Cypripedium Alliance – Paphs.
Judged by Alan Koch

rd

Dendrobium Alliance
Judged by André Couture

Pleurothallid Alliance

st

Judged by André Couture
Miniature
Judged by André Couture

now * Epidendrum peperomia
nd

Lycaste Alliance

2

Sophronitis cernua

Angèle Biljan

1st

Lycaste bradeorum

Marilyn Light

Angraecum Crestwood (veitchii x sesquipedale)

Janet Johns

Angraecum Crestwood (veitchii x sesquipedale)

Janet Johns

judged by André Couture
Member’s Choice
Judged by Ela Kesik
BEST IN SHOW

Thanks to our four judges. Congratulations to all the winners for very well cultured and beautiful plants on this month’s show table.
* Check spelling, or updated name. Please correct plant name tag.
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From left to right: Paph. Insigne owned and grown by Janet Johns; Sophronitis cernua owned and grown Angèle Biljan; and Epi.
Limeade (proligerum [syn. janeirense] x ilense) owned and grown by Marilyn Light. Photos by Arlene Lang.

From left to right above: Neolehmania porpax now Epidendrum peperomia owned and grown by Angèle Biljan; center and on
right, Oncidium ornithorhynchum owned and grown by Rita Shand.

Lycaste bradeorum owned and grown by Marilyn Light; Paphiopedilum Delrosi (Paphiopedilum delenatii x Paphiopedilum
rothschildianum) owned and grown by André Couture; Dendrobium Spider Lily (Dendrobium Roy Tokunaga x Dendrobium alexandrae)
owned and grown by Angèle Biljan. Photos by Arlene Lang.
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From left to right: Cattleya percivaliana owned and grown Angèle Biljan; Paphiopedilum Pure
Emerald (Paphiopedilum Emerald Dream 'Mochizuki' x Paphiopedilum Sweet Lemon 'Sun Valley')
owned and grown by Ela Kesik; and, Restrepia cuprea 'Copper Jewel' CHM/AOS owned and
grown by Rita Shand.

On left is a picture of André Couture judging the Cymbidium Alliance on the
December show table. Rick Sobkowicz is holding up a plant being described by
André.
Unfortunately, the judging results of the Cymbidium Alliance appear to have been
inadvertently omitted from the overall results submitted to Spike for publication.
Sincerest apologies to members whose plants have been omitted from this
month’s show table results.If the missing results are found, they will be published
in next month’s Spike.

Two more great shots taken by Arlene Lang of Janet John’s Angraecum
Crestwood (veitchii x sesquipedale), our December Best of Show Table and Members’
Choice winner.
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UPCOMING EVENTS - 2009
th

Feb. 14-15: Southern Ontario Orchid Society’s (SOOS) 30 Annual Orchid Show and Sale, Toronto Botanical Garden, Edwards
Gardens, 777 Lawrence Avenue East, Toronto. (Joyce Medcalf & Marlene Young are erecting an OOS display.)
Feb. 28-March 1: Orchid Society Royal Botanical Gardens Annual Orchid Show – Royal Botanical Gardens, Burlington, Ontario OOS
volunteer needed for OOS exhibit.
March 21-22: London Orchid Society Annual Show – London, Ont. OOS volunteer needed for OOS exhibit.
March 28-29: Orchidexpo – Montreal, Que. (Joyce Medcalf & Marlene Young are erecting an OOS display.)
April 11-12: Toronto Artistic Orchid Association Show, Chinese Cultural Centre of Greater Toronto, 5183 Sheppard Avenue East,
Scarborough, ON M1B 5Z5 (Markham Road & Sheppard Ave). OOS volunteer needed for OOS exhibit.

April 17-19: 'Orchidofolie' in Québec City (Les Orchidophiles de Québec) which will be held in the Envirotron, Université de Laval,
Québec. (Marilyn Light is erecting an OOS display.)
th

April 25-26: Ottawa Orchid Society’s 28 Annual Show and Sale, Nepean Sportsplex, Ottawa, Ontario. (Jean Hollebone to coordinate
erection of OOS exhibit.)

Attention: OOS Members wishing to enter plants for OOS Exhibit in SOOS Show
PLANTS for SOOS SHOW, FEB 13-15.
Marlene Young and Joyce Medcalf will be setting up the OOS display at the SOOS show in Toronto, Feb 13-15. Plants for the SOOS
th
show should be dropped off at Janet Johns’ or Rick Sobkowicz's home no later than Wednesday, FEB 11 . Rick will pass all the plants
to Joyce and Marlene. Janet’s phone # is 613-749-0614 and Rick’s is 613-825-0827. Directions to get to Rick’s home at 13
Sandingham Court in Ottawa (K2J 2H9) can be found on
http://www.canada411.ca/res/6138250827/R-Sobkowicz/9429588/Map.html
PLEASE FOLLOW THE INSTRUCTIONS BELOW IF PROVIDING PLANTS FOR THE SOCIETY DISPAY
1-Put your name on the pot- on the back or underneath.
2-Put your name and list of plants INSIDE the box AND on the OUTSIDE of the box
3-Include the parentage of hybrids, if possible.
4-Please ensure the name on the plant tag is spelled correctly
5-Pack plants carefully so they are protected from wobbling & from the elements during transport. Stake for transport and for best
display, as appropriate.
6-***Please, please no extraneous decorative pots! (We will not use them and do not want to lose them.)
7-Clean the foliage - use water or water with a little milk. Never use plant shine products
8-Remove any damaged/old flowers and leaves
9-Ceck well for bugs!
**PLEASE, email Joyce Medcalf ( jmedcalf@1000island.net ), before MONDAY NIGHT, FEBRUARY 9th with the list of your plants (if
you have email) or have a friend send an email, please! The plants HAVE to be registered by a special email program BEFORE we
take them to Toronto.
Thanks.
Joyce and Marlene
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LATEST ON ACTIVITIES OF OTTAWA ORCHID SOCIETY MEMBER, DR. MARGARET HAYDON
Members who know Margaret, know her as an exceptional lady slipper orchid grower. She has won a number of AOS awards for her
paphiopedilums, including an FCC/AOS award, the highest award given by the American Orchid Society for an orchid. Only a very
small number of orchid growers in Canada have won this prestigious award.
Many members may not know the role Margaret has played to protect the freedom of science and government from
corporate corruption and protect Canadians from hazardous food and medicines. Recently released is a very
serious and disturbing 114 minute documentary called “The world according to Monsanto”, produced by the award
winning and independent filmmaker, Marie-Monique Robin. Ms. Robin presents a grim picture of a company with a
long track record of environmental crimes and health scandals. Margaret makes a very brief but important
appearance in this film which everyone should view if you are at all concerned with the food you eat. This is what the
National Film Board of Canada has to say about this documentary: “Monsanto is the world leader in genetically
modified organisms (GMOs), as well as one of the most controversial corporations in industrial history. This centuryold empire has created some of the most toxic products ever sold, including polychlorinated biphenyls (PCBs) and the
herbicide Agent Orange. Based on a painstaking investigation, “The World According to Monsanto” puts together the
pieces of the company’s history, calling on hitherto unpublished documents and numerous first-hand accounts. Today,
Monsanto likes to style itself as a “life sciences” company. The leader in genetically modified seeds, engineered to
resist its herbicide Roundup, claims it wants to solve world hunger while protecting the environment. In the light of its troubling past,
can we really believe these noble intentions? Misleading reports, collusion, pressure tactics and attempts at corruption: the history of
Monsanto is filled with disturbing episodes. Behind its clean, green image, Monsanto is tightening its grasp on the world seed market,
striving for market supremacy to the detriment of food security and the global environment.”
In September 2008, a softcover book was published by KOS Publishing Inc. of Caledon, Ontario
written by Dr. Shiv Chopra titled “Corrupt to the Core”, memoirs of a Health Canada
Whistleblower. Dr. Chopra, along with his colleagues, Margaret Haydon, and Dr. Gerard
Lambert, were fired July 2004 from their positions as scientists in Health Canada for their work
protecting Canadians. The book is a riveting and shocking account of the pressures brought on
Drs. Chopra, Haydon and Lambert to approve drugs of questionable safety. This is a “must
read” book for all Canadians to learn what is happening in our country and the boardrooms of our
government departments. You want drama, suspense, danger, corruption, intrigue, corporations
seeking world control, see the DVD and then read Dr. Chopra’s book. You will be disgusted with
what you will learn. However, Dr. Chopra does provide hope in his closing remarks. You are not
doomed unless you choose to remain uninformed.
The hearings on the firing of these 3 brave and principled Canadians resume this coming Jan.
th
rd
th
th
20 -23 and Jan. 26 -30 , 2009 beginning at 9:30 am before the Public Service Labour
th
Relations Board in the C.D. Howe Building located at 240 Sparks Street., West Tower, 7 Floor,
Ottawa. The public is welcome to attend.
Editor’s note: The book can be ordered directly from the publisher, KOS Publishing Inc., (phone # 519-927-1049, e-mail:
helke@sympatico.ca) at $35/copy or ordered at any bookstore, provide ISBN 978-0-9731945-7-9. Margaret has obtained a small
number of books from Dr. Chopra and provided me with several copies of his book for OOS members at the cost of $25 while
quantities last. I’ll bring what copies remain to the January meeting. According to Lucy Sharratt, Coordinator at the Canadian
Biotechnology Action Network (CBAN), the DVD on Monsanto can be purchased from the National Film Board (NFB) for $29.95 - it can
be ordered online www.nfb.ca (see link reading “Canada for home use”). The DVD is also available at some Rogers Video for rent, or
other video stores and libraries. If people in Ottawa want to purchase the film, folks can contact Ms. Sharratt directly as her
organization can sell the DVD for $25 while supplies last. Ms. Sharratt’s is located at 431 Gilmour Street, Second Floor, Ottawa,
Ontario, Canada, K2P 0R5, phone: 613.241.2267, email: info@cban.ca .
The Ottawa Orchid Society can take pride in the courage, integrity and sacrifice of public servants like our Margaret who, in concert
with her colleagues, Drs. Chopra and Lambert, have worked very hard and under great stress to protect Canadians and safeguard our
food supply system.

EXOTIC ORCHIDS OF MAUI GROUP ORDER – LOST PLANT
It seems that a plant may have been misplaced from the group order. If you found an extra plant in your order, Cattleya
jenmanii var. coerulea x Laelia purpurata var. werkhauseri, please contact Julie Mertens, at 613-323-0460 or by email at
julie_mertens@videotron.ca.
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2009 - AOS JUDGING SCHEDULE
If you have blooming orchid plants that you wish to have judged for an AOS award or would be interested to attend an AOS Judging
session either in Toronto or Montreal, here is the judging centers’ schedule for 2009. The plant judging begins at 1:00 pm at both
locations. Other AOS judging center activities begin earlier in the day. Three OOS members are currently student judges. They are
André Couture, Joyce Medcalf, and Michael Lum. If you would like to learn more information about the AOS judging or information on
the AOS judging program, speak with any of our three student judges. Thank you, Michael MacConaill, for the judging schedule.

Jan 3
Jan 16

Toronto Center (Toronto Botanic Garden)
Montréal Center (Jardin botanique de Montréal)

Feb 14,15
SOOS Show and February Judging
Feb 21
Montréal Center (Jardin botanique de Montréal)
Feb 28, Mar 1 RBG Orchid Society Show and March Judging
Mar 21,22
Mar 28,29

London Orchid Society Show
Orchidexpo, Montreal

Apr 4
Apr 11,12
Apr 18,19
Apr 25,26

Toronto Center (Toronto Botanic Garden)
Toronto Artistic Orchid Association Show
Orchidofolie - Les Orchidophiles de Québec
Ottawa Orchid Society Show

May 2
May 30

Toronto Center (Toronto Botanic Garden)May 30
Montréal Center and Business Meeting (Jardin botanique de Montréal)

June 6
June 20

Toronto Center (Toronto Botanic Garden)
Montréal Center (Jardin botanique de Montréal)

July 4
July 18

Toronto Center (Toronto Botanic Garden)
Montréal Center (Jardin botanique de Montréal)

Aug 2
Aug 15

SOOS Orchidfest and Toronto Center Judging (Toronto Botanic Garden)
Montréal Center (Jardin botanique de Montréal)

Sept 5
Sept 19
Sept 26-27

Toronto Center (Toronto Botanic Garden)
Montréal Center (Jardin botanique de Montréal)
Central Ontario OS and Toronto October Judging

Oct 10,11
Oct 24,25

Niagara Frontier OS Show
ECOS Show and Montréal Judging

Nov 7
Nov 14,15
Nov 21

Toronto Center and Business Meeting (Toronto Botanic Garden)
Niagara Region Orchid Show
Montréal Center (Jardin botanique de Montréal)

Dec 5
Dec 19

Toronto Center (Toronto Botanic Garden)
Montréal Center (Jardin botanique de Montréal)
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From: Marilyn Light [mailto:mlight@igs.net]
Sent: January-07-09 2:29 PM
To: Rick Sobkowicz
Cc: Andre Couture; Dave Cooper; David & Vicki Thomson; Gerry J. Duffield; Jane
Thompson; Jean Hollebone; Jane Thompson; Julie Mertens; Richard Aubert; Theresa
Lafleur; Anna Bilsky
Subject: Fwd: Garden Event of the Year
Hello Rick,
You might wish to provide a note on this garden event in Spike.
Cheers
Marilyn
The Ottawa Botanical Garden Society and Landscape Ontario are really pleased to
host a talk by one of the top landscape architects in the United States today, Julie Moir
Messervy. The talk, Home Outside: Creating the Landscape You Love, takes place on
February 25, 2009, at Centrepointe Theatre. Messervy is most famous in Canada for
designing the Toronto Music Garden with world-famous cellist, Yo-Yo Ma. She has
also written many books on design with popular American architect, Sarah Susanka.
Information on how to order tickets is contained in the flyer (See below). For those
interested in a more in-depth experience, the following day Messervy is offering a
workshop from 9:00 a.m. to 12:00 noon followed by lunch. Tickets for the workshop,
entitled Creating the Home Outside: Techniques and Tips for Designers, Builders, and
Homeowners can be ordered at http://www.landscapeontario.com/ottawaseminars>www.landscapeontario.com/ottawaseminars.
For more information about both events, 613-747-0600. The talk and workshop will be the Garden Event of the Year. Hope to see you
there.

BOOK REVIEW
As we have a lot of Paphiopedilum and Phragmipedium growers, members may wish to know that Phillip
Cribb has a new revised edition of his book, “The Genus Cypripedium”. Thanks to the Orchid Society of
Nova Scotia (OSNS) for the write up on this book which appeared in their January 2009 newsletter. Here is
what they write: Phillip Cribb is an expert on orchids and the book provides us with great details about the
genus that will go beyond just basics. This book describes the cypripediums around the world, but for
native orchid hunters it gives invaluable information on four of our favourites: the yellow ladyslipper, Cyp.
parviflorum; the pink ladyslipper , Cyp. acaule; the showy ladyslipper , Cyp. reginae; and finally, the
ramshead ladyslipper, Cyp. arientinum. Photographs, paintings and sketches support information on
habitat, flower, germination and cultivation. The text covers their history, biology, evolution, conservation,
cultivation and classification, is taxonomically arranged, and is enhanced by a series of 27 superb colour
paintings by Kew botanical artists.
Specialist books such as this are few and far between. It is a good thing then, that this book is by no means
a let-down in any department. It contains concise and factual information about the genus Cypripedium,
ranging from cultural details, to taxonomic and nomenclatural discussion, and including information on the
distribution and relative rarity of the species the genus encompasses. The photography and art presented within is of fantastic q uality, and
helps to complete a very thorough and admiral work covering these North American and Pan -European gems. Superlatives abound. It’s a
great but pricey book. Shop around as prices vary greatly on this 358 page hardcover book. ISBN-10: 0881924032; ISBN-13: 9780881924039 .

PUBLISHING INFORMATION
The Ottawa Orchid Society newsletter Spike is published monthly, 10 times a year. It is not published in July and August.
Deadline for submission is the last day of the month preceding publication.
Mailing address: Ottawa Orchid Society, P.B. 38038, 1430 Prince of Wales Drive, Ottawa, ON K2C 1N0
To arrange for submission of articles, photos or other items, contact the editor, Rick Sobkowicz by telephone at 613-825-0827; by mail: 13
Sandringham Court, Ottawa, ON K2J 2H9; or by e-mail at ricksobkowicz@rogers.com .Newsletters available on the Society’s website:
www.ottawaorchidsociety.com
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