SPIKE
Newsletter of the Ottawa Orchid Society

FEBRUARY 2019

This month is reserved for the Society‟s Annual Auction. Rick Sobkowicz has volunteered to be
our auctioneer, along with his helpers: Diane Aubry, Femmy Mes and Monique Savard. Members
are encouraged to donate good quality orchid plants. All plants should be well rooted and free of
any pests or disease. Members can also bring in orchid related items such as pots, orchiata,
fertilizers, orchid books, orchid jewellery, orchid artwork, growing equipment or other related
orchid items. So bring your friends, your loonies and toonies and be prepared to wave with gusto
when you see an item that you want. Funds raised from this event help pay for the Society‟s
monthly speaker program and gives support to the Montreal and Toronto Judging Centres. They
help with our annual Orchid Show in April.
Peter Lin, founder of Big Leaf Orchids is our Guest Speaker for our March 17th meeting. Peter
specializes in novelty Phalaenopsis orchids. He will also bring a limited number of orchid plants
for sale. The pre-order list is available at https://drive.google.com/open?id=1piv57HAeWry0AClclAsoINFP4qiCJIR . The deadline is March 13. Please contact Peter directly at
peterlin71@gmail.com for inquiries. US Funds only.
Orchids 101, André Couture will do a short presentation on “What to do with your newly acquired
bare root orchids”. Make sure to bring a pen and paper to take notes on this interesting topic. This
presentation will start at 12:30 p.m.

The Ottawa Orchid Society meets the third Sunday of every month
From September to May, except April, at 1:30 p.m.
at the Tom Brown Arena, 141 Bayview Road, Ottawa
MEMBERSHIP: $25.00 from September 1, to August 31, $5.00 donation for Visitors
Don‟t forget to bring your blooming Orchids for the Show Table.
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President‟s Message
Hi Everyone,
It was very unfortunate that we had to cancel the January
meeting. I believe this is the first time that a meeting has ever
been cancelled, but the Board decided that with such extreme
weather we really didn‟t have a choice. On behalf of the
Society I offer our apologies to Calvin Wong, and we will be
very pleased if he is able to come again some time when the
weather is better. I hope everyone who had pre-ordered from
Calvin was able to pick up their plants, and that nothing got
frozen! Thanks to André for taking care of this.
This month we will have our annual Auction, which is always a lot of fun! Please
remember to bring in any orchid related items you no longer need, as well as any orchid
plants you are willing to donate. Money raised from the auction helps to support the
Society and allows us to make a donation to the Judging Centres in Montreal and
Toronto. Please be ready to bid enthusiastically on any items of interest to you!
Our second Show Committee meeting took place on January 22 nd and things are
moving along well. We now have a total of 20 vendors expected to attend, and I have
put a complete list into the website on the Show Vendors page
(http://www.ottawaorchidsociety.com/show_vendors.html). One interesting new vendor
this year is Garden Slippers (http://www.gardenslippers.com), who will be selling
Cypripedium species and hybrids suitable for growing outdoors.

At the February meeting we will be starting to ask for volunteers to help with the Show,
and I encourage everyone to sign up!

Dave Cooper
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Additions to the OOS Website
This month your webmaster has made two additions to the website. The first is to add a
“Table of Contents” page to help people find what they are looking for. Our website
includes a lot of information, but it is only useful if people can find it! You can see the
table of contents under the Home tab, at
http://www.ottawaorchidsociety.com/contents.html.
The second addition is an archive of the Show Posters, from the first poster in 1984
right up to the most recent 2019 poster. Each poster shows as a thumbnail, and you can
click the image to see a full-sized version. The archive is under the Annual Orchid Show
tab, at http://www.ottawaorchidsociety.com/posters.html.
I welcome your feedback on these new pages as well as any other comments on the
rest of the website. All comments, small or large, are always useful to keep improving
the site! orchidae@storm.ca

Dave Cooper
Webmaster

Peer-to-Peer Lending Library
We now have a total of 77 books listed ready to be lent out to those interested. If you
want to borrow a book, please contact me by email janet.johns@sympatico.ca. I can
send you the list as either an Excel file or as a pdf. You can contact the owner of the
book and make appropriate arrangements to borrow and return it. If you are willing to
lend out some of your books but have not contacted me yet, please let me
know. Thanks to everyone for sharing. As the old cliché says, “Together We Are Better”.

Jan Johns
Orchid Book Reviews Needed
SPIKE is always looking for people to share reviews of their orchid books with the OOS
Members. If you have a favourite orchid book(s) that you would like to share, write up a
review of the book and send it to Bev Burtnyk at blair.burtnyk@sympatico.ca. The book
review will appear in the next edition of SPIKE. Coloured photo of the title page would
be appreciated also.

Bev Burtnyk
SPIKE Editor
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VOLUNTEERS NEEDED FOR THE OOS SHOW
Please consider volunteering for the Ottawa Orchid Society Show and Sale in April. The
success of the show depends on your contribution of time and expertise.
Functions requiring volunteers are Admissions, Clerks, Draw, Friday set-up/Sunday
post-show take-down (Ottawa Society exhibit, Fragrance display, general show),
Hospitality, Membership, Orchid Care, Ottawa Society Member‟s Plant Sale, Plant Hotel
and Visitor Services. A brief description of each function can be found on the society
website at http://www.ottawaorchidsociety.com/volunteer.html. Don‟t be intimidated most volunteer positions require little or no orchid knowledge. All Society members,
friends and family members are welcome to volunteer.
Volunteer sign-up forms will be available during the February and March monthly
meetings. If unable to attend or undecided at the two meetings, contact Michael at
m_barker@sympatico.ca indicating function(s) of interest and day and time period when
available.

Michael Barker
OOS Show Committee

OOS Show Table - January
There are no results as the OOS January Meeting was cancelled due to extreme
weather conditions.

Toronto Artistic Orchid Association Show
Is there anyone interested in taking an OOS Display to the TAOA Show that takes place
on April 13 - 14, 2019? If so, please contact Jan Johns for more information at
Janet.johns@sympatico.ca.

Jan Johns
Ottawa Orchid Society Instagram
The Ottawa Orchid Society Instagram Account is now up and running again, thanks to
Marie-Josée Bergeron. If you have a photo of your orchid to share, please send her an
email at mariejb68@me.com and mention the name of the orchid and who the photo
was taken by. We have over 200 Followers on Instagram now.
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MEMBERS‟ SALE TABLE AT OOS ANNUAL ORCHID SHOW
Guidelines for plants you will be selling.
1. Plants or other items for sale must be delivered with the plant list (found on the
OOS website) to the sales table between 2:00 p.m. and 8:00 p.m. on Friday, April
26, 2019. If you are unable to make it during these times and would like to make
alternative arrangements, please contact Roy John in advance of the show at
roy.d.john@outlook.com
2. Plants must be well rooted, healthy and free of bugs. The person in charge of the
sale table has the right to refuse any plants that do not meet reasonable plant health
standards. Plants may also be inspected by other members of the Show Committee.
3. Each plant must have two (2) plastic tags: one tag must have the plant‟s full
name; the second, the owner‟s name, the number on the plant list and the price.
Please note that 10% will be deducted from the selling price and will go to the
Ottawa Orchid Society to help support its activities.
4. Members are limited to selling 20 plants or less. Members wishing to sell more than
20 plants must submit their request by email to the two OOS Show Chairpersons,
Janet Johns (johnjns@sympatico.ca) and Dave Cooper (orchidae@storm.ca), at
least two weeks before the show. If approval to sell more than 20 plants is granted,
the member must be present to assist in selling the plants.
5. The Members‟ Sale Table is in no way responsible for plants or other items meant
for sale that might go missing.
6. Proceeds from plant sales will be paid after approximately 5:15 p.m. on Sunday,
April 28. Plants not sold must be picked up at this time also. It is the seller‟s sole
responsibility to pick up unsold plants at this time. Members who wish to pick up
their plants earlier must advise Roy John when dropping off their plants. Those
members‟ unsold plants will be pulled from the sale table on Sunday and prepared
for pick up along with the proceeds from sold plants.
If you have any questions or require further information, please contact Roy John in
advance of the show at roy.d.john@outlook.com, or at 613-748-9963.
This plant registration form is available on the OOS web site under “Show Information”,
at http://www.ottawaorchidsociety.com/show_info.html.

Roy John
Members‟ Sales
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FORM FOR SALE OF MEMBERS‟ PLANTS
(Please print all information neatly)
Member‟s name: _____________________________________________________________
Item #

Full Plant / Item Name

Flower Description / Special Care
Item Description

Your Sale
Price

1.

$

2.

$

3.

$

4.

$

5.

$

6.

$

7.

$

8.

$

9.

$

10.

$

11.

$

12.

$

13.

$

14.

$

15.

$

16.

$

17.

$

18.

$

19.

$

20.

$

Sold

Total Sales: $
Total to remit (minus 10% to OOS) $
Member‟s Initials
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Continuing Program for 2018-2019
March
April
May
June - August

Peter Lin - Big Leaf Orchids
Ottawa Orchid Show
George Hatfield - Hatfield Orchids
Summer Holidays

André Couture
Program Coordinator

Peter Lin - March Speaker
Peter Lin, founder of Big Leaf Orchids is our Guest Speaker for our March 17th meeting. Peter
specializes in novelty Phalaenopsis orchids. He will also bring a limited number of orchid plants for
sale. The pre-order list is available at https://drive.google.com/open?id=1piv57HAeWry0AClclAsoINFP4qiCJIR. The deadline is March 13. Please contact Peter directly at
peterlin71@gmail.com for inquiries. US Funds only.

Orchids 101 - January 2019
Our apologies to Calvin Wong, as the Orchids 101, with his presentation on, “What to do with your
newly acquired bare root orchids”, was cancelled due to extreme weather.

Orchids 101 - February 2019
André Couture will do a short presentation on “What to do with your newly acquired bare root
orchids”, from Calvin Wong‟s notes on this topic. Members should bring a pen and paper to take
notes on these “recipes”; there will be no future publication on this topic. Orchids 101 will start at
12:30 p.m.

Jan Johns, Jean Hollebone and André Couture
Orchids 101 - March 2019
Robert St-Jean will be hosting Orchids 101 on March 17th. The subject will be the Cypripedium
reginae, and how to grow them. If you are interested in purchasing one or more Cypripedium reginae,
please send Robert St-Jean an email directly to str97311@gmail.com. Each Cypripedium reginae is
$10 and payable at the OOS meeting in March.
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OOS RESULTS AT THE SOOS SHOW
OWNER

PLACE

PLANT NAME

Joyce Medcalf

2nd

Display - Visiting Orchid Society Exhibit
Mario Ferrusi Memorial Trophy for Best Pleurothallid
Pleurothallis bivalvis „Hill Island‟ CHM/AOS
Sudamerlycaste fimbriata
Restrepia Frank Feysa
(Restrepia sanguinea x Restrepia guttulata)
Restrepia guttulata „Ecuagenera‟ AM/AOS
Scaphosepalum swertiifolium „Yak-a-Tak‟
Walter Norman Trophy for Best Cattleya
Cattleya Life‟s Melody (Circle of Life x Magic Melody)
„Pulled‟ for AOS judging but not awarded
Phalaenopsis Zheng Min Anaconda
(Sunrise Red Peoker x Fusheng's Super Man)
Phalaenopsis LD Sun Dragon „Red Leopard‟
(Mituo Sum x Dragon Tree Eagle)
Miltoniopsis Mario Van Peebles „Ruby Storm‟
AM/AOS (Miltoniopsis Goodhope Bay x Miltoniopsis
Hajime Ono)
Paphiopedilum SCBG Ideality
(Paphiopedilum Hsinying Compensa x Paphiopedilum
Churchill Bay)
Paphiopedilum Blendia „Magnifica‟ HCC/AOS
(Paphiopedilum Lucarola x Paphiopedilum Memoria
F. M. Ogilvie)
Lockhartia imbricata

Joyce Medcalf
Joyce Medcalf
Joyce Medcalf
Joyce Medcalf
Joyce Medcalf
André Couture

1st
2nd
2nd
2nd
2nd
1st
2nd

André Couture
André Couture

2nd
3rd

Betty Warrington-Kearsley
2nd
Maria Martins
3rd
Maria Martins
Angèle Biljan
Angèle Biljan

2nd
3rd

Angèle Biljan

3rd

Angèle Biljan
Jean Hollebone
Jean Hollebone

Jean Hollebone
Serge Croteau
Bev Burtnyk

NR
NR
NR

NR
NR
NR

Rhynchostylis gigantea
Paphiopedilum Calico Kitty (Paphiopedilum callosum
x Paphiopedilum Voodoo Kitty)
Guaricyclia Rossy Ochoa (Guaricyclia Plicaboa x
Guarianthe bowringiana)
Paphiopedilum sukhakulii
Paphiopedilum charlesworthii x bellatulum
Paphiopedilum fairrieanum x Paphiopedilum Double
Up (Paphiopedilum Stone Lovely x Paphiopedilum
Elfstone)
Rhynchostylis gigantea
Phalaenopsis Lennesatin (Phalaenopsis
Arromanches x Phalaenopsis Rose Satin)

PHOTO
#

1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8

9
10

11

12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21

NR – no ribbon
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CONGRATULATIONS
THE OOS EXHIBIT WON 2ND PLACE FOR VISITING ORCHID SOCIETY
Thanks to Joyce Medcalf for Designing and Creating the Exhibit

Congratulations to Joyce Medcalf for winning 1st Place and the
Mario Ferrusi Memorial Trophy for Best Pleurothallid for her
Pleurothallis bivalvis „Hill Island‟ CHM/AOS
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Photos taken by Joyce Medcalf
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Congratulations to André Couture for winning 1st Place and the
Walter Norman Trophy for Best Cattleya for his
Cattleya Life‟s Melody (Circle of Life x Magic Melody)
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YOUR ORCHIDS ARE NEEDED FOR THE ORCHID SOCIETY OF THE ROYAL
BOTANICAL GARDENS SHOW
FEBRUARY 23-24, 2019
Plants for the OSRBG show should be dropped off at Jean Hollebone‟s residence:
1176 Castle Hill Crescent, Ottawa, Ontario, 613-226-2395
on the evening of Wednesday, February 20 or up until 3:00 p.m. on Thursday, February 21.
**Please call or email Jan Johns at 613-253-1906 or janet.johns@sympatico.ca by Tuesday,
February 19 with the name and the colour of the orchid you are sending. Jan and Helen Nitschkie will
register them for you.
Jan and Helen will return your orchids on Monday, February 25. You will be sent an email to arrange
pick up. Thanks for sending your plants to the show.
TO PREPARE YOUR PLANTS FOR THE SHOW, PLEASE DO THE FOLLOWING:
1. Put your name on the pot - on the back or underneath using masking tape.
2. Put your name and list of plants INSIDE the box AND on the OUTSIDE of the box.
3. Include the parentage of hybrids, if possible.
4. Ensure the name on the plant tag is spelled correctly.
5. Pack plants carefully so they are protected from wobbling & from winter weather during transport.
6. Stake for transport and for best display, as appropriate.
7. Clean the foliage - use water or water with a little milk. Never use plant shine products.
8. Remove any damaged/old flowers and leaves.
9. Check well for bugs!

Jan Johns and Helen Nitschkie
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OOS SHOW POSTERS - 2019 to 1982
2019

2018

2017

2016

2015

2014

2013

2012

2011

2010

2009

2008

14

2007

2006

2005

2004

2003

2002

2001

2000

1999

1998

1997

1996

15

1995

1994

1993

1992

1991

1990

1989

1988

1987

1986

1985

1984

*Note wrong date printed

1983
2nd Annual Orchid Show
No Poster

1982
1st Annual Orchid Show
No Poster
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Registration is now open for 7th International Orchid Conservation Congress to
be held at Kew Gardens, England.
Detailed information about this exciting opportunity follows:
REGISTRATION
https://www.kew.org/kew-gardens/whats-on/7th-international-orchid-conservation-congress
The congress registration fee includes four days of talks and poster sessions in Kew‟s Jodrell
Laboratory Building, lunches, coffee and tea breaks and a conference dinner in Kew‟s iconic
Orangery (https://www.kew.org/files/orangery-kew-gardensjpg).
In addition, you can choose one of three field trips (on Friday 31 May) for a small additional charge. A
packed lunch is included.
Choose one option per person:
Option 1: Kew‟s “wild” botanic garden, with > 200 hectares (ha) of beautiful ornamental gardens,
woodlands and a nature reserve. It is home to the Millennium Seed Bank, the largest wild seed
conservation project in the world, and we are organizing tours for delegates.
https://www.kew.org/wakehurst
Option 2: Box Hill, a National Nature Reserve in the Surrey Hills “Area of Outstanding Natural
Beauty” renowned for its calcareous grassland flora (with orchids), species-rich woodlands and
spectacular views across the North Downs and Weald. https://www.nationaltrust.org.uk/box-hill
Option 3: Down House, the family home of Charles Darwin. Stand in the study where Darwin wrote
„On the Origin of Species‟, stroll through the gardens that inspired him, and visit nearby Downe Bank
(now a nature reserve), where Darwin used to sit and think about orchid pollination, climbing plants
etc. https://www.english-heritage.org.uk/visit/places/home-of-charles-darwin-down-house
For all field trips, you should wear shoes suitable for walking in potentially muddy conditions. A
raincoat is also recommended.
Alternatively, enjoy a self-organized day away from the congress. An opportunity to wander at leisure
around the Royal Botanic Gardens, Kew, or to visit one of London‟s many museums or galleries.

Marilyn Light
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New Vanilla Finding for Cambodia
1/14/2019

Photo © Song Det, 2019
This is Vanilla atropogon (atro: dark, and pogon: beard, referring to the dark, hairy lip).
It was co-described six years ago by Andre Schuiteman from Kew Botanical Garden and was only
known from one location (Khanh Hoa Province) in south Vietnam.
The discovery in Cambodia was made by Mr Det Song in central Cambodia and marks a very nice
start for orchid research in 2019!
Finding Vanilla in the wild is pretty rare, but having the Vanilla in flower is even more of a feat, as the
flowers only last for one day. This makes the identification of this plant a real achievement.
As seen on the picture above, a large number of ants seem to be attracted to its pods despite its
spectacular flower. As indicated in the publication by Dr Schuiteman, the unusual colour of the lip of
V. atropogon in combination with the bad smell of the flowers suggests that it may be pollinated by
flies.
There are over 100 known species of Vanilla in the world today, but only 3 are farmed for their
commercial value. While early botanists of Indochina like Pierre L. had documented the presence of
Vanilla siamensis in Cambodia (1874), the find was confirmed by Dr Dy Phon in 1968, by Marie
Martin in 1970, by Marpha Telepova texier, Olga Averyanov, Jancloes (C, C, N), and Tola Sem in
2013/2014. A year later, a new Vanilla finding was also made by Sok Vichea: Vanilla aphylum
(leafless). This latest finding is therefore the third known Vanilla species in Cambodia.
https://www.orchidcambodia.com/news/new-vanilla-finding-for-cambodia
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St. Augustine Orchid Society

The Winter Resting Season
Plant Growth is Slowing
By Sue Bottom, sbottom15@bellsouth.net
November, 2009 Keiki Club Presentation with Cold Damage Info from Martin Motes
Reduce Watering and Fertilizer. As the days get shorter and the light levels to your orchids are
reduced, water and fertilizer requirements are also less. A general rule of thumb is water once rather
than twice a week as you do during the summer. Phalaenopsis and paphiopediums like to be moist
but not wet. Cattleyas, dendrobiums and oncidiums like to dry between watering. Check the medium
several inches down in the pot to see if it is still damp. If it is damp, delay watering. It is especially
important to watch your largest pots since they are the slowest to dry out after watering, especially
when it is cool.
Check Light Levels. Changing seasons mean changing light as the sun moves. Make sure that
your orchids, either indoors or in a greenhouse, are receiving adequate levels of light. Check your
light exposure with a light meter to make sure that you‟re providing enough light for your orchid to
bloom.
 Indoor Growing. Windows that were perfect during the summer may now not provide enough
light. Take the time to check out the number of hours your orchids are receiving light to make
sure it is enough. If not, consider adding grow light to provide 6 - 12 hours of good light.
 Greenhouse Growing. By late fall the intensity and amount of daylight has been considerably
reduced and shade cloth should be removed to provide adequate amounts of light. Be sure to
rearrange your plants so that plants that had been receiving less light under the shade cloth
are moved to shadier locations.
Air Circulation. Winter is a time when many fungus and rots will attack your plants. They grow
wildly under high humidity and poor air circulation conditions. Be sure to water in the mornings so
that all plant surfaces have a chance to dry during the day. Keep adequate air circulation going at all
times, both to keep molds from forming and to keep the air from getting too hot or too cold in any
particular spot. In a windowsill area, those plants nearest the windows can become chilled even
when the temperature in the rest of the house is in the 70s. Moving the air with a fan will help keep
the temperature in any particular place more consistent.
Temperatures. Have a plan to protect your plants during the winter months.
 Minimum Temperatures. Protect your phals, vandas and phalaenopsis type dendrobiums
when temperatures drop from 50 to 60F and your other plants at 40 to 50F. Get projected
hourly night time low temperatures for your area from Wunderground.
 Temperature Differential. Make sure that your orchids are getting some solar heat to get the
day time temperature at least in the 80s. They will not grow well in a constant 65 to 70 degree
environment. You may have to move your plants to a window with more direct sun to
accomplish this. If you have installed artificial lighting to increase light, this may provide
enough warmth for your plants.
.
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St. Augustine Orchid Society
The Winter Resting Season
Plant Growth is Slowing
By Sue Bottom, sbottom15@bellsouth.net
November, 2009 Keiki Club Presentation with Cold Damage Info from Martin Motes
Treating Cold damaged Orchids. Orchids exposed to cold weather can be damaged. Cold
damage appears on orchids as whitening of the foliage and stems. The white gradually turns to
brown as the affected tissue dies. Often this dead tissue simply dries and the damage is limited to
the unsightly patches that are left. Frequently, however, the damaged tissue is infected with bacterial
rot which can spread in the plant and cause further damage.
 Softening of the edges of the cold damaged areas or oozing of brown fluid indicates bacterial
infection. Removal of the leaf or stem is a simple but somewhat drastic solution. If one is loath
to lose so much of the plant, the most effective treatment for bacterial infection is treatment
with cupric hydroxide (Kocide or Champion) which should if possible be combined in equal
parts with mancozed (Manzate or Dithane M45).
 This combination is packaged, pre-mixed as Junction. By adding a small amount of water to
the chemicals in a jar, one can make a slurry that can be brushed on the lesions with an old
toothbrush. Any leftover slurry can be placed on a high shelf (brush and all) and re-hydrated
later This stuff is also the cure for those soft spots that appear on phal leaves in the summer.
 For large collections, with extensive damage, one tablespoon per gallon of cupric hydroxide
and mancozeb can be sprayed. Mix the two and wait an hour or more before spraying. Do not
apply this mixture to dendrobiums or bromeliads that are hyper-sensitive to copper.
 Be cautious when handling chemicals, read and follow label instructions.
Isolate those Plants that Need a Rest. Winter is a good time to group plants together that need
similar winter conditions. D. bigibbum and R. digbaya both need high light and less water during the
winter months. Keep those and similar plants together so that you will know that they need only once
a month watering. Catasetinae, (catasetum, clowesia, cycnoches and mormodes),calanthe, some
dendrobiums (nobile, seminobile and Callista sections) need no water at all until the new growth start
in the spring. These can also be grouped where you know you will not water them. You can flag
these plants with a special color tape or plant tag so you can identify then easily
Stake Your Bloom Spikes. Phalaenopsis spike this season. Stake the inflorescences when they
get 6 to 10 inches tall and attach the bloom spike several inches below the growing spike so, the
flowers will be displayed to their best advantage. Be careful not to change the spike‟s orientation to
light because the spike will grow towards the light. If you move the plant and don‟t replace it with the
same orientation, the flower spike will twist toward the new light direction and the flower will not have
the beautiful, pendant shingling so attractive in phals. Stake an oncidium inflorescence attaching the
spike to the stake in several locations to encourage vertical growth. Take time to stake your cattleya
flowers.
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St. Augustine Orchid Society
The Winter Resting Season
Plant Growth is Slowing
By Sue Bottom, sbottom15@bellsouth.net
November, 2009 Keiki Club Presentation with Cold Damage Info from Martin Motes

Attach the pseudobulb to the stake with a tie to anchor the plants. Then as the buds emerge, stake
the flower stem to the stake so the flowers will emerge upright and facing forward.
Practice Good Sanitation. When working with your plants, be sure to wash your hands between
plants and clean off your tools in order to eliminate the possibility of passing viruses between plants.
An alternative to this constant hand washing is to use thin latex gloves, one pair per plant.
All contents copyright © 2014-2017 by Sue and Terry Bottom. All rights reserved. No part of this document or the related
photos may be reproduced or transmitted in any form, by any means without the prior written permission of the author .

A huge thank you to Sue Bottom for giving permission to print her article in our newsletter.

To paraphrase the Irish Blessing:
May the bench rise to meet you,
May the wind keep away the black.
May the sun shine warm upon your leaves,
May the rains fall soft upon your roots,
Until you bloom again,
May the Orchid Gods hold you in the palms of their hands.
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MONTRÉAL SUPPLEMENTAL JUDGING CENTRE
Last Judging Session
Photographer: Thang Dam

Cymbidium madidum
„Jardin botanique de Montréal‟
CE/AOS 90 points
Owner: Jardin botanique de Montréal

Coelogyne flaccida
„Jardin botanique de Montréal‟
AM/AOS 81 points
Owner: Jardin botanique de Montréal

Montréal Supplemental Judging Centre Meetings
Members are welcome to assist at the judging meetings. Meetings are held in the main building of the
Montreal Botanical Garden. Those attending should register at the Security desk (the exact room
number will be posted on the sign-in sheet). The meetings are held on the 3rd Saturday of each
month except for March and April (Judging is then held in conjunction with the Montréal or Ottawa
Orchid Shows). In December, by exception, the meeting is held on the 2nd Saturday.
The February meeting will be held on February 16th, with a presentation on Pelorism by Michel
Tremblay at 10:30 a.m. followed by AOS judging at 12:30 p.m.
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Judging Centres
March 2: Toronto Judging Centre
They meet the 1st Saturday of each month. Toronto Botanical Gardens, 777 Lawrence Avenue,
Toronto, Ontario M3C 1P2
March 30: Montréal Judging Centre
Meeting will be held at the Montréal Orchid Show.
ORCHIDEXPO 2019, La Société des orchidophiles de Montréal, Collège Maisonneuve,
2700 Bourbonnière, Montréal, Québec http://orchidophilesmontreal.ca/

Upcoming AOS Webinars
Feb. 26, 8:30 p.m. - 9:30 p.m.

Greenhouse Chat with Ron McHatton
Open to all.

March 12, 8:30 p.m. - 9:30 p.m.

Choosing the best plants with Lois Cinert
Member‟s only

Angraecum Crestwood „Janet‟ AM/AOS
Grown by and photo taken by Janet Johns
Same orchid as on our OOS Show Poster for 2019.
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BOOK REVIEW
Have you read any good orchid books lately?

ORCHIDS FOR EVERYONE
A Practical Guide to the Home Cultivation of
over 200 of the World‟s Most Beautiful Varieties
Principal Author: Brian Williams
Other Authors: Peter Dumbelton, Roy Bilton, Wilma
Rittershausen, David Stead, Paul Phillips, Keith Andrew and
Alan Greatwood
Consultant: Jack Kramer
Photographer: Eric Crichton
A Salamander Book, Published by Herbert Michelman
Books, Crown Publishers Inc., New York in 1980.
This book has 208 pages with over 300 stunning orchid
photographs.
Brian Williams was a professional horticulturalist for over 20 years. He looked after a private orchid
collection that won cultural awards and lectured nationally and internationally with various Orchid
Societies.
The book has two parts. Part One looks at botanical features of orchids, their revolution, distribution
and the history of their cultivation. This chapter also Includes heating, ventilation, water, compost,
propagation, pest control and so much more.
Part Two outlines major groups of orchids that are suitable for amateur growers and beginners. The
various types of orchids are: Cattleyas, Cymbidiums, Dendrobiums, Odontoglossums,
Papiopedilums, Phalaenopsis, Vanda and species. The authors give specific cultural advice for each
orchid.
This was my first orchid book, my reference book to this day, and why I fell in love with growing
orchids. The pictures alone were stunning. There is enough information in this book to make a
beginner almost an expert by the time they are finished reading it. This book made me want every
orchid that I could find, and told me how to care for each one. A must read, for orchid lovers.

Bev Burtnyk
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Upcoming Canadian Orchid Shows

Feb. 23 - 24: Orchid Society of the Royal Botanical Gardens Show & Sale
680 Plains Road West, Burlington, Ontario
http://osrbg.ca/wp/?page_id=26

March 2-3: Victoria Orchid Society‟s Orchid Show & Sale
Our Lady of Fatima Parish Hall
4635 Elk Lake Dr., Victoria, British Columbia
V8Z 5M2
https://www.facebook.com/events/2186150101596639/
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March 16-17: London Orchid Society
40th Annual Orchid Show and Sale!
Mother Teresa Catholic Secondary School
1065 Sunningdale Road, E.
London, Ontario
http://londonorchidsociety.com/shows.asp

Upcoming International Orchid Shows

March 1 - 2: Queensland International Orchid Fair
Beenleigh Showground Drive,
Beenleigh 4207
Queensland, Australia
www.orchidfair.com.au

March 5-7: Exposição/Venda Internacional de Orquídeas do Porto
Av. Dr. António Macedo, 574 - Leça da Palmeira
4454-515 Matosinhos - Portugal
http://www.lusorquideas.com/10-exposicao-internacional-de-orquideasdo-porto.html
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March 2-3: Tampa Bay Orchid
Society, Inc.
Orchids „Round the World
Tampa Scottish Rite Center
550 Memorial Highway
Tampa, Florida, U.S.A.
https://www.visittampabay.com/tamp
a-events/details/orchids-round-theworld-show-%26-sale/68155/

March 15-17: The 74th Santa Barbara International Orchid Show
Earl Warren Showgrounds
Santa Barbara, CA, U.S.A.
https://sborchidshow.com/
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The Kew Gardens London Orchid Festival
Celebrate the Colour of Colombia - February 9 to March 19, 2019

The 24th annual Kew Gardens London Orchid Festival will again be held in the Princess of Wales
Conservatory. This year, the festival is celebrating Colombia, the world‟s most biodiverse country and
home to 4,270 species of orchids. This year‟s flagship display is a carnival of animals, including a
toucan in flight. Other displays include floral renderings of the rainbow river Caño Cristales and
Colombia‟s forests. Hundreds of colorful butterflies will be suspended from the glass ceiling, along
with a floating golden-yellow display to honor the legend of El Dorado. After hours, there will be a live
Latin big band, local dancers, craft activities, and expert talks on Colombian coffee.

Pacific Orchid and Garden Exposition, San Francisco, CA
Orchids of the Enchanted Forest - February 21-24, 2019

The 67th annual Pacific Orchid and Garden Exposition in San Francisco will be held in the Hall of
Flowers at Golden Gate Park. The theme for the 2019 Exposition is “Orchids of the Enchanted
Forest.” The theme for the opening night gala is nighttime in an enchanted forest. Local, Regional and
International Orchid and Tropical Plant Vendors. Thousands of Beautiful Orchids on Display!
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Jardin des Plantes, Paris, France
7th annual “Mille & Une Orchidées” (A Thousand and One Orchids)
Feb. 14 - March 11, 2019

.
In Paris, the 7th annual “Mille & Une Orchidées” (A Thousand and One Orchids) will feature over
1,000 blossoming orchids in the tropical greenhouse of the magnificent Jardin des Plantes. Discover
fascinating and unknown species of orchids in the lovely setting of the flourishing large greenhouses,
recently renovated and re-fitted-out of the Jardin des Plantes. On this occasion, 4 French orchids
producers – Ryanne Orchidée, Vacherot & Lecoufle, Orchidium and Cour des Orchidées – will
display in the heart of the greenhouse original plants in scenes full of flowers.
https://www.jardinerie-animalerie-fleuriste.fr/actualites/evenements/photo-exposition-1001-orchidees-jardinplantes-paris/389274/ Image email.
https://www.sortiraparis.com/arts-culture/walks/articles/58630-a-thousand-and-one-orchids-2019-at-parisjardin-des-plantes/lang/en Show email.

The 5th Annual Flora Filipina International Expo and Conference
February 24 to March 5, 2019

Once again, the Philippine Orchid Society, together with the country‟s
major horticultural organizations and corporations, the Quezon City
Government, Department of Tourism, the Department of Agriculture, Del
Monte Philippines, Manila Bulletin and Villar Sipag, will be hosting the
5th Flora Filipina International Expo at the Quezon City Memorial Circle,
Elliptical Road, Diliman, Quezon City from February 24 to March 5,
2019. The theme of the this year‟s event is “Discover the Philippine
Greening Economy”.
http://philippineorchidshows.blogspot.com/
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Editor‟s Wrap
Happy Lunar New Year! It‟s the Year of the Pig!

Our sincere apologies to Calvin Wong for having to cancel the January meeting due to extreme
weather. Our weather is very unpredictable in winter and that was a wicked snow storm! I hope that
he gets a chance to come back to Ottawa in the near future. Thank you to André, for your assistance
in distributing the pre-orders of orchids to us.
Jan and Helen are looking for your blooming orchids for the Orchid Society of the Royal Botanical
Gardens Show near the end of February. Instructions are on page 9 in this edition of SPIKE.
February is auction month, please bring in your orchid related items or orchid plants to be auctioned
off to help the Society. Please make sure that your orchids are pest free and in a healthy condition,
well labelled with a picture of it, if possible.
If you would like to publish an article or a book review, pictures etc., please let me know by email:
blair.burtnyk@sympatico.co. I would be happy to place them in SPIKE. It is your newsletter! Also if
you have any comments about SPIKE, what you like or don‟t like, I am also interested in hearing from
you. As always, it takes many Members to put SPIKE together each month. I am grateful to each and
every one of you! Thank you!!

Happy Valentine’s Day!

Bev Burtnyk,
Editor, SPIKE Newsletter
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