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Next monthly meeting: 

Sunday, February 18, 2018, at 1:30 p.m. 
Tom Brown Arena, 
141 Bayview Road, Ottawa 

 

Program:  
 

This month is our annual auction. Members are asked to 
bring items to be auctioned, such as: 

• healthy orchid plants/divisions 

• orchid potting material 

• jewelry 

• other orchid-related items 
Here’s your chance to donate items no longer needed to 
make room for new treasures. Also, it would not be an 
auction without bidders, so please bring your wallet or 
chequebook and support your Society. 
 
 

Cover Photo: 
 

Caulocattleya Chantilly Lace 
“Well grown, bright green leaves. Size and colour of flowers contrasts  
nicely with the rest of the plant. Flowers very cute.”  

                                                                              – Evan Ouellette 
 

Cover Photo by Arlene Lang 
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President’s Message 
 
Hi Everyone, 
 
I hope you enjoyed the workshops at our January 
meeting and you were able to pick up some 
helpful tips. Whether it was about re-potting, 
preparing plants for a show, or reviewing the 
influence of Phal gigantea in Phalaenopsis 

breeding, I am sure you found something of interest. Thanks to all our 
presenters. 
 
The February meeting will be our annual auction, which is always a fun 
time. Be sure to bring in any of your plants or orchid-related items that 
you no longer need, and our auctioneer Doug Vye will find a good 
home for them! Diane Aubry and her team will again be running the 
auction as they have done in the past several years, so we are in good 
hands! Funds raised help to support the Montreal and Toronto Judging 
Centres as well as the Society, so it is all for a good cause. 
 
I am pleased to see that the preparations for Orchidophilia are well 
under way, with a record number of vendors and exhibitors planning to 
come. It will be a “full house” at the RA Centre, and should be a great 
show. Please sign up as a volunteer in whatever area of the show best 
suits your interests – no knowledge of orchids necessary! I would like to 
see all members volunteering for something (this means YOU!), and 
remember that all volunteers get free admission to the show. (More 
details elsewhere in Spike.) 
 

 

 
 

Bus to Orchidexpo 
 
Want to go to Orchidexpo in March but don’t want to drive to Montreal? 
Check this out! 
 
Members are invited to sign up at our February meeting for a trip to 
Orchidexpo in Montreal on Saturday, March 24, 2018.   
 
The bus will leave from two mall destinations in Ottawa (one west and 
one east) early on Saturday morning to arrive in Montreal at the show 
by noon. We will leave at approximately 3:30 p.m. to get back into 
Ottawa in the evening with the same drop off points.  
 
While the cost of the bus will be subsidized by the OOS, it may be more 
than last year as gas prices have risen. Please estimate $35 for the trip 
plus the cost of your ticket to Orchidexpo. The cost will be confirmed 
once the bus is booked.  
 
We usually take a small bus which can accommodate walkers and 
wheelchairs. However, we must have at least 16 members to sign up 
before booking the bus.  
 
Please look for the sign-up sheet at our meeting in February  
or contact Jan Johns (janet.johns@sympatico.ca). 
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Plants Needed for OSRBG Show on February 24-25 
 
Please call or email Jan Johns by Tuesday, February 20 with the list of 
your plants, even 'possible' plants, with the name and the colour of the 
orchid you are sending:  

613-253-1996 
janet.johns@sympatico.ca 

 
Plants should be dropped off on the evening of  
Wednesday, February 21 or up until 3 p.m. during  
the day on Thursday, February 22 at:  
 

Jean Hollebone 
1176 Castle Hill Crescent, Ottawa, ON 
613-226-2395 

 
Jan and Helen Nitschkie will register them for you. 
 
Jan and Helen will return your orchids on Monday, February 27.  
You will be sent an email to arrange pick up.   
 
 
Thanks for sending plants to the show.  
 

 

 
 
 

Preparing Plants for a Show 
 
Our exhibit coordinators really appreciate using your orchids to present 
OOS exhibits at our neighbouring shows. Please help them by 
preparing your plants for a show as follows: 
 

1. Put your name on the pot, on the back or underneath. 
2. Put your name and list of plants INSIDE the box and on the 

OUTSIDE of the box. 
3. Include the parentage of hybrids, if possible. 
4. Please ensure the name on the plant tag is spelled correctly. 
5. Pack plants carefully so they are protected from wobbling and 

from the elements during transport.  
6. Stake for transport and for best display, as appropriate.  
7. Clean the foliage – use water or water with a little milk. Never 

use plant shine products. 
8. Remove any damaged/old flowers and leaves. 
9. Check well for bugs! 
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Pre-orders from Equaflor-A 
 
One of the vendors coming to our show this year is Equaflor-A, from 
Ecuador. They have not been to any shows in Canada before, so this is 
an exciting addition to our show!  
 
They have a wide range of orchid species as well as other tropical 
plants, and they are encouraging us to place advance orders which 
they will bring to the show. They are offering a discount of 10% for 
orders over $500 (US) and 15% for orders over $1000. If members are 
interested in pre-ordering, please contact Jean Hollebone (613-226-
2395) so that we can consolidate individual orders to get the best 
discounts.  
 
Order deadline is March 1st for Phragmipedium species, and 
March 31st for all others.  
 
The Equaflor-A list of species is available on our website at 
http://www.ottawaorchidsociety.com/vendors.html. The list includes 
prices (in USD) as well as an indication of the required growing 
conditions. 
 

 

Members’ Corner 
 
Please welcome our new member, Menaka Raguparan, who  
joined us in January. 

  

Membership Chair 
 
 

 

Obituary: Al Colombi 
 
Al Colombi was a member of the Ottawa Orchid Society back in the 
80's and was very well known by many Society members at that time. 
He was an avid and innovative orchid grower. Many of us would visit 
his home to see his latest orchid-growing techniques, and we enjoyed 
hearing how he used simple and inexpensive things to get the most out 
of his orchids.  
 
He gave presentations and contributed the occasional article to Spike. 
His articles were always well received, but he wrote under a 
pseudonym, as he drove trucks at the time and did not want his fellow 
truckers to know he grew orchids. You didn't know if Al was joking or 
serious. I was editor at the time and respected his request. 
  
Al eventually left the trucking industry and became a self-employed 
business owner. Al was unable to continue in an active role within the 
Society but took great pleasure in coming to our show every year with 
his close friend, Ron Deangelis, to see what was new and to have a 
few words with everyone he knew. Everyone who knew Al was happy 
to see him and speak with him. He always left you feeling good. 
  
Sadly, he passed away on January 29, 2018. 
 
Our sincerest condolences to Anne and his family and friends. Al was a 
very special person and will be missed by everyone who knew him. 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
  

http://www.ottawaorchidsociety.com/vendors.html
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Orchidophilia 2018: Seeking Volunteers 
 
Many thanks to those of you who have already signed up to volunteer 
at our OOS Show in April.   
 
The volunteer sheets will be up again at meetings in February and 
March. Please consider volunteering. 
 
If you are not able to attend the meetings to sign up, but want to 
volunteer, please contact either Jan Johns (janet.johns@sympatico.ca) 
or Janet Johns (johnjns@sympatico.ca) and let us know where and 
when you would like to help out. No experience with orchids is needed 
for volunteering for Hospitality, Visitor Services, Admissions or Plant 
Hotel.  
 
Please remember that if you volunteer, you get free admission to the 
show for that day. It’s worth the price of admission! 
 
If you have children or grandchildren in high school (Grades 9-12) who 
would like to make this a family day, volunteering at the show can be 
used to meet the Mandatory Community Hours required by all Ontario 
students to graduate from High School. Ask us for further information. 
 
Nineteen vendors have already confirmed attendance, thanks to Dave 
Cooper. Our vendors are posted on the website at 
http://www.ottawaorchidsociety.com/Vendors_2018.pdf, together with 
posters, coupons and all the updated show rules and regulations.  
 
It is going to be a great show… and it supports all our activities at the 
OOS too. Please support Orchidophilia 2018. 

 

Show Co-Chairs 

 

Orchidophilia 2018: Fragrant Orchid Display 
 
 
Have you noticed that some of your orchids have wonderful perfume 
fragrances? Please take the time to give a sniff.  
 
Some orchids are fragrant in the morning, and others later in the day or 
at night. The scents vary a great deal.  Some are sweet, floral, musky, 
and even ‘stinky’. No matter how your orchid smells, as long as it does 
have a scent, please consider putting it in the Fragrance Exhibit at our 
upcoming annual show.  
 
The orchids in that category are not judged for appearance, but only for 
their scent (freshness, character, complexity, and intensity). They will 
be judged Friday evening, and then again on Saturday morning. You 
can submit your orchid to be judged in other categories simultaneously, 
as long as they are placed in the Fragrance Exhibit. 
 
This exhibit provides visitors to the show with the educational 
opportunity to learn more about orchids, so we hope you will help by 
putting your fragrant orchids in this exhibit.  
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

http://www.ottawaorchidsociety.com/Vendors_2018.pdf
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Orchidophilia 2018: Entering Plants 
 
Any OOS member who wishes to exhibit their flowering orchid(s) in the 
OOS Display is welcome to do so. The OOS Display is a key element 
of the Show and we need your blooming orchids to create the display. 
 
Pre-registration for your orchid(s) should be done on or before 
Thursday April 19, 2018.  
 
Please email your orchids’ name(s) with a small description including 
colour and size of flower. 
 
Email the information to all the following members:   

Bev – blair.burtnyk@sympatico.ca,  
Jean – jean@hollebone.ca, and  
Henry – hsteger@bell.net 

 
Dropping off plants on Friday April 20, 2018: 
 
We encourage members to bring plants as early as possible. 
 
Please bring your orchid plants to the OOS table which will be just 
inside the main curling arena entrance at the RA Centre on Friday April 
20, 2018 from 2:00 p.m. until 6:30 p.m., as registration closes at 7:00 
p.m. There will be no late submissions accepted. 
 
The OOS exhibit team of volunteers will register the plants for you, if 
they aren’t pre-registered already. 
 
Bring a list of your plants, printing the label name clearly. 
 
 

 
 
Note: 
 
Any plant being put in the Fragrance Exhibit must be taken to Ann 
Smutylo at the Fragrance Exhibit where it will be registered for 
Fragrance and may also be registered for the class in which it belongs. 
Some fragrance-class plants will therefore have two tags.  
 
 
Plant pick-up on Sunday April 22, 2018: 
 
Please pick up your plant(s) promptly at 5:00 p.m. on Sunday when the 
show is finished and initial the registration Master Sheet. Plants 
registered in the Fragrance Exhibit will be picked up there. All others 
will be at the OOS Display.   
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Orchid Calendar 
 
February 2018 

• February 17, Montreal Judging Centre meeting at the Montreal 
Botanical Garden. Judging starts at 1:00 p.m. 

• February 18, OOS Annual Auction  

• February 21 at 8:30 p.m. EST: AOS Webinar: Doctor Doctor, I See 
Spots: Cattleya guttata with Andrew Coghill-Behrends (members only) 

• February 24-25, Orchid Society of the Royal Botanical Gardens 
Annual Show  

 
March 2018 

• March 3, Toronto Judging Center, Toronto Botanical Garden,  
777 Lawrence Ave. East, Toronto. Education Session starts  
at 10:00 a.m. and AOS judging at 1:00 p.m. 

• March 7-11, AOS Member’s Meeting & Santa Barbara Orchid Show 

• March 17-18, London OS 

• March 18, OOS meeting with guest speaker Leslie Ee from the 
Southern Ontario Orchid Society  

• March 21 at 8:30 p.m. EST: AOS Webinar: Orchids Under Glass with 
Chris Miller (members only) 

• March 22-25, Manitoba OS 

• March 23-25, GROS Rochester (Judging Friday, March 23) 

• March 24, Montreal Judging Centre will meet on Saturday in 
conjunction with ORCHIDEXPO 

• March 24-25, ORCHIDEXPO 2018, Collège de Maisonneuve, 2700 
Bourbonnière, Montréal 

 
April 2018 

• April 7, Toronto Judging Center 

• April 7-8, Québec City Orchid Show 

• April 14-15, Toronto Artistic Orchid Association Show  

• April 21, Montreal Judging Centre will meet on Saturday in conjunction 
with Orchidophilia 

• April 21-22, Ottawa Orchid Society Show: Orchidophilia 

 
 

 
 
May 2018 

• May 5, Toronto Judging Center 

• May 19, Montreal Judging Centre  

• May 20, OOS meeting with guest speaker Elisio Telon 

 
Summer 2018 

• Toronto Judging Center  
o June 2 (also Business Meeting) 
o July 8, in conjunction with Toronto Orchid Fest 
o August 4 

 

• Montreal Judging Centre  
o June 16 
o July 21  
o August 18 

 

• Toronto Orchid Fest 
o July 8, Toronto Botanical Garden 
o Guest Speaker: Robert Fuchs from RF Orchids, Homestead, 

Florida (rforchids.com) 
o Members interested in pre-ordering must contact RF Orchids 

directly. The OOS will not be pre-ordering for members. 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

http://www.aos.org/orchids/webinars.aspx
http://www.aos.org/orchids/webinars.aspx
http://www.ottawaorchidsociety.com/shows.html
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BOARD OF DIRECTORS  
 
If you have any suggestions, comments, thoughts or questions, then feel free to send any of us 
an email. We would love to hear from you. 

 
 

Check out our website: 

OttawaOrchidSociety.com 
 

 

President/Webmaster 
David Cooper 
613-256-2853 
orchidae@storm.ca 
 
Vice President 
Manon Garrett 
613-808-6581 
manon.garrett@gmail.com 
 
Past President 
Janet Johns 
613-749-0614 
johnjns@sympatico.ca 
 
Secretary 
Henriette Watkins 
613-235-4570 
watkinskc@sympatico.ca 
 
Conservation Chair  
Currently Vacant 
 

Treasurer 
Doug Vye 
613-722-6738 
douglas.vye@sympatico.ca 
 
Membership/Publicity 
Karina Isert 
613-729-0175 
k.c.isert@gmail.com 
 
Program 
André Couture 
613-233-7335  
andrec.couture@sympatico.ca 
 
AOS Representative 
Margaret Haydon 
613-825-0827 
haydonm@rogers.com 

 

Mailing Address: 
Ottawa Orchid Society  
221 Glebe Ave.  
Ottawa, ON K1S 2C8  
Canada  
 

Show Co-Chair 
Janet Johns 
613-749-0614 
johnjns@sympatico.ca 
 
Show Co-Chair 
Jan Johns 
613-253-1996 
janet.johns@sympatico.ca 
 
COC Representative 
Joyce Medcalf 
613-659-2760 
jmedcalf@1000island.net 
 
Newsletter Editor 
Aurora Richard 
aurora.richard@gmail.com 
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OOS January Meeting 
 

                                                      
 
               Show Table Judging - Joyce Medcalf assisted by Marcel Carrière                              Show Table Judging - André Couture assisted by Marcel Carrière 
 
 
 

 
 

Evan Ouellette making Member's Choice selection 
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OOS January Meeting: Workshops 
 

                                  
 
     André Couture's presentation on Phalaenopsis gigantea and some of its hybrids.                       Doug Vye's workshop on repotting and potting media 
 
 

 
 

One-on-one workshop on creating an orchid exhibit at a show by Joyce Medcalf with Karina Isert 
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Best of Show Table and Member's Choice 

 
winner Peter Mazerolle 

with his Caulocattleya Chantilly Lace 
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OOS Show Table for January 21, 2018 
 

Cattleya Alliance 
 

                             
 

1 Rhyncattleanthe Young-Min Orange    2 Caulocattleya Chantilly Lace   3 Encyclia cordigera 
'Golden Satisfaction' AM/AOS 

 

Cypripedium Alliance 
Paphiopedilum 

 

 
 

4 Paphiopedilum spicerianum 
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Oncidium Alliance 
 

 
 

5  Schunkeara Big Shot 'Hilo Sparkle' 

 
Dendrobium Alliance 

 

                             
 

6 Dendrobium spectabile    7 Dendrobium nobile 'Sailor Boy'  8 Dendrobium spectabile 
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Lycaste Alliance 
 

               
 

9 Lysudamuloa Red Jewel           10 Lycaste puntarenasensis var. boquete 
 
 

Miscellaneous 
 
 

   
 

11 Ludisia discolor 
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Masdevallia and Affiliates 
 

 
 

12 Dracuvallia Dracula's Bane 
 
 
 
 

Photography by Arlene Lang 
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OOS SHOW TABLE FOR JANUARY 21, 2018 
 

CLASS JUDGED BY PLACE NAME OWNER PHOTO # 
Cattleya Alliance 
Judged by Joyce Medcalf  1st 

Rhyncattleanthe Young-Min Orange Orange  
'Golden Satisfaction' AM/AOS  
(Rth. Viola Nuggett x Ctt. Trick or Treat) 

Bev Burtnyk 
1 

2nd 
Caulocattleya Chantilly Lace  
(C. El Dorado Splash x Cau. bicornutum)  
'Twinkle' HCC/AOS 

Peter Mazerolle 
2 

3rd Encyclia cordigera Maria Martins 3 

Cypripedium Alliance 
Paphiopedilum 
Judged by Joyce Medcalf 

1st Paphiopedilum spicerianum 
Marcel Carrière 

4 

Oncidium Alliance 
Judged by André Couture 

1st 
Schunkeara Big Shot 'Hilo Sparkle'  
(Aliceara Tahoma Glacier x Miltoniopsis Maui Titan) 

Claude Brault 
5 

Dendrobium Alliance 
Judged by André Couture 

1st Dendrobium spectabile Evan Ouellette 6 

2nd Dendrobium nobile 'Sailor Boy' Bev Burtnyk 7 

3rd Dendrobium spectabile Evan Ouellette 8 

Lycaste 
Judged by Joyce Medcalf 

1st 
Lysudamuloa Red Jewel  
(Lycamerlycaste Geyser Gold x Angulocaste Red Jade) 

Maria Martins 
9 

2nd Lycaste puntarenasensis var. boquete Maria Martins 10 

Miscellaneous 
Judged by Joyce Medcalf 

1st 
Ludisia discolor Dirk de Snayer 

11 

Masdevallia and 
Affiliates  
Judged by André Couture 

1st 
Dracuvallia Dracula's Bane  
(Masd. triangularis x Drac. vampira) 

David Kalb 
12 

Best in Show 
Judged by André Couture 
& Joyce Medcalf 

 
Caulocattleya Chantilly Lace  
(C. El Dorado Splash x Cau. bicornutum)  
'Twinkle' HCC/AOS 

Peter Mazerolle 
Page 12 

Member's Choice 
Judged by Evan Ouellette  

Caulocattleya Chantilly Lace  
(C. El Dorado Splash x Cau. bicornutum)  
'Twinkle' HCC/AOS 

Peter Mazerolle 
Page 12 
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Montreal Judging Centre – January Awards 
 

 
Pholidota cantonensis 

‘Jardin botanique de Montréal’ 
CCM/AOS 85 points 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
Maxillaria neglecta 

‘Jardin botanique de Montréal’ 
CCM/AOS 81 points 
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Cyrtochilum macranthum 

‘Jardin botanique de Montréal’ 
CCM/AOS 84 points 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 
Dendrochilum glumaceum 

‘Jardin botanique de Montréal’ 
CCM/AOS 80 points 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
Photography by Thang Dam 
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