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FEBRUARY PROGRAM: ANNUAL OOS AUCTION

Past President

It is time to rejuvenate your orchid collection! This month’s program is
our annual auction. The proceeds from the auction help to defray the
cost of the Society’s programs and other related activities.
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Members should bring items to be auctioned such as pots and potting
media, working lighting equipment, orchid books and journals, and of
course orchid plants. It is time to decide which orchids are doing well for
you and which might prefer someone else’s environment to thrive. Make
some room for new orchid delights by donating those that you want to
share to the Auction Table. Orchids should be healthy, well-rooted and
free of pests (of all kinds!). You can bid on any item and on as many
items your car can hold. Bidding can be fast and furious… and always
great fun. Join us for our annual fundraiser. Remember to bring your
cheque book!

ORCHIDS 101: There will be no Orchids 101 this month.
MEMBERS PLEASE NOTE THE FINANCIAL STATEMENTS ON PAGES 11-15

haydonm@rogers.com
Joyce Medcalf
613-659-2760
jmedcalf@1000island.net
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President’s Message
Hi Everyone,
I hope you enjoyed the workshop sessions at the January meeting and that you
found the topics useful. I certainly learned a lot and I hope you did too. My
thanks to our experts who conducted these sessions for making them so interesting and instructive.
Our February meeting will be the annual auction which is always an exciting
time! This is your opportunity to help the society by bringing in those plants or
other items that you no longer feel you need. Of course it is also your opportunity to bid on the various items as they come up for grabs – after all, one person’s discards are another person’s treasures! Who knows, maybe you will
come away with some real gems!
The Show Committee had its second meeting a few days ago and planning is now in full swing. We have lots
of publicity activities in progress and being planned, and all the updated information for exhibitors and vendors is now in the website. Please make sure you sign up as a volunteer – we cannot put on the show without
your help, and the more you are involved the more fun you will have.
This month you will find the Society’s audited financial report in Spike. I apologise for being somewhat later
than usual in publishing the report, but this was due to circumstances beyond my control. Anyway, I am
pleased to report that the Society is in very good financial shape, and we made a record profit from the show
last year of just over $9,300. This of course allows us to continue to bring in excellent speakers for the rest of
this season and to plan for next season. See you at the February meeting.

Dave Cooper
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In January, we celebrated Janet
Johns’ birthday with a delicious
cake shared with all. Thanks for
the sweet excuse, Janet!
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YOUR ORCHIDS NEEDED FOR THE ORCHID SOCIETY
OF THE RBG SHOW FEBRUARY 25-26, 2017

PREPARING PLANTS FOR A SHOW

Plants for the OSRBG show should be dropped off at
Jean Hollebone’s residence:

Our exhibit co-ordinators really appreciate using your orchids to
present OOS exhibits at our neighbouring shows. Please help
them by preparing your plants for a show as follows.

1176 Castlehill Crescent
Ottawa ON

(613-226-2395)

Evening of Wednesday, February 22 or during the day
on Thursday February 23.
**Please call (phone number above) or email Jean
(jean@hollebone.ca) by Tuesday, February 21 and let
her know the name and the colour of the orchid you
are sending. She will register them for you.
She will return them on Monday February 27th. Jean
will send an email to confirm her return and arrange
for pick-up or delivery.
Thanks for sending plants to the show.
Jean Hollebone

1.

Put your name on the pot - on the back or underneath.

2.

Put your name and list of plants INSIDE the box AND on
the OUTSIDE of the box.

3.

Include the parentage of hybrids, if possible.

4.

Ensure the name on the plant tag is spelled correctly.

5.

Pack plants carefully so they are protected from wobbling
& from the elements during transport.

6.

Stake for transport and for best display, as appropriate.

7.

Clean the foliage - use water or water with a little milk.
Never use plant shine products.

8.

Remove any damaged/old flowers and leaves.

9.

Check well for bugs!

UPCOMING EVENTS FOR THE OTTAWA ORCHID SOCIETY
DINNER WITH THE PARTY GIRLS
The party girls, Janet Johns and Helen Nitschkie, invite all OOS members and their partners to join them for dinner at
the Mandarin Buffet (290 West Hunt Club) on March 11 at 6:30 p.m. Cost is $31.99 with 20% off for seniors with ID.
This is an opportunity to get to know new and old members in a casual setting, exchange orchid tips and enjoy a wonderful meal together. Please let Janet know by March 1 if you plan to attend. johnjns@sympatico.ca (613-749-0614)

BUS TO THE MONTREAL ORCHID SHOW MARCH 25, 2017
The OOS is subsidizing the cost of a bus to the Montreal Orchid Show for Saturday March 25. It will be an accessible
bus and there are spaces for 18 members at $25 per person. Members are responsible for the Show Entrance cost and
any meals. The bus will leave from two different locations in Ottawa at approximately 9:00-9:30 a.m. and return to the
same locations at the end of the day (around 8:30 pm). We have 13 members signed up already. Please bring your $25
to the February meeting to secure your place on the bus! Cheques should be made out to the Ottawa Orchid Society.
For more information, please contact Jan Johns at janet.johns@sympatico.ca (613-253-1996).

PROGRAM NOTES
March: The Ottawa Orchid Society will host Forestview Gardens from British Columbia on March 19th for a presentation and as a guest vendor. Members can pre-order at any time http://www.fvgardens.com/
April: No meeting…. Easter Weekend… and we are all preparing for the OOS Show April 22-23, 2017
May: Marilyn Light will discuss the “Secrets of our orchids”. Carlos Fighetti, who was our initial speaker, had to cancel
as our meeting is in conflict with the AOS Trustees and IPA meetings; we will try to re-book him at a later date.
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WORKSHOP NOTES FROM OUR JANUARY MEETING

Marilyn Light advised our members on maintaining
healthy orchids and getting rid of pests and diseases. An
outline of her presentation is in the January Spike.

Joyce Medcalf shares her expertise on preparing
your plants for an orchid show and display. Her
notes are on page 3 of this Spike. She gets floral
tape and wire from Michaels.

David Kalb demonstrated how to hybridize your orchids.
There are many online resources to show you how to use a
toothpick to collect pollinia from the anther cap on the
column and transfer it to the female stigma under the
column of another flower. When the seed pod has
developed, seeds are collected, washed in a 10% bleach
solution and placed in flasks with orchid medium (all
previously sterilized). See the picture on the left. It takes 90
days for seeds to mature. They will stay up to 1 year in a
flask and will take anywhere from 4 to 10 years to flower.
Flasks are kept at 41% humidity and are not fussy about
temperature, but they shouldn’t go below 15 degrees.
David purchases medium from Gallup and Stribling Orchids
http://gallup-stribling.com/hills-medium-price-list/

Doug Vye (left) uses cinnamon to prevent disease when repotting your
orchids. Doug demonstrated the different kinds of potting media and
options for potting orchids and will provide an article for next month’s
Spike… stay tuned.

A big thank you to all our presenters for January. We have a lot of
expertise in our own Ottawa Orchid Society community. If you
missed something, be sure to ask them about it at our next meeting.
They are all very approachable and love to share their interest in
orchids with you.
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JUDGING CENTRES
The Toronto Judging Centre meets on the first Saturday of each month at the Toronto Botanical Gardens.
Judging starts at 1:00 p.m. Members are invited to attend.
The Montreal Judging Centre meets on the third Saturday of each month at the Montreal Botanical Gardens.
Judging usually starts around 12:30 p.m. This month’s meeting is on February 18th. Members are invited to
attend; please register at the Security Desk. Judging usually starts around 12:30 p.m. An educational program is also presented starting around 10:30 a.m.
Recently Awarded Plants:
Paph. Tristar Mabo
‘Wilson’s Choice’

Den. spectabile ‘Jardin botanique de Montréal’

AM/AOS 82 points

CCM/AOS 84 points

Owner: Wilson Ng

Bulb. ambrosia
‘Jardin botanique
de Montréal’
CCM/AOS 88 points
Owner: Jardin botanique de Montréal

Owner: Jardin botanique de
Montréal

Laelia anceps (hort. f. veitchiana) ‘Fort Caroline’
AM/AOS 83 points
Owner: Jardin botanique de
Montréal
Den. smilliae ‘Jardin botanique de Montréal’
CCM/AOS 82 points
Owner: Jardin botanique de
Montréal

BREAKING NEWS: (picture left)
OTTAWA ORCHID SOCIETY DISPLAY WINS 2ND PLACE AT SOOS
Just before this newsletter was published, Joyce Medcalf sent us the
news that the Ottawa Orchid Society had won 2nd place for its display at the Southern Ontario Orchid Society Show this weekend,
February 11-12. Well done Joyce, and congratulations to all those
who provided plants for the show. There are clearly many more ribbons! Stay tuned to the March Spike for all the details.
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OOS REMINDERS AND REQUESTS
ORCHIDOPHILIA 2017: VOLUNTEERS STILL NEEDED
There are lots of empty spaces on the volunteer sheets! They will be available for signing at the February
meeting. If you would like to volunteer but can't make a meeting...you can email (johnjns@sympatico.ca) or
phone (613-749-0614). Co-Chair Janet Johns would be happy to add your name. Also, family members and
friends are most welcome to help out. This is your show. It will only be successful if you volunteer your
time.

Co Chair: Janet Johns

OTTAWA ORCHID SOCIETY FACEBOOK

This is a request to all our OOS members to share their successes and feed our Facebook page with photos.
If you are not a Facebook member, but have some pictures and want to share them with a brief note about
the plant - where you got it, growing history, etc., please email them to me at manon.garrett@gmail.com
and I will post them on Facebook for you. Our readers love to see and hear about orchids—especially those
close to home! Please let me know who took the picture you send, so I can include the photo credit on Facebook. Manon Garrett
RECOGNIZING AN UNSUNG HER0
During our February meeting, Dave Cooper (bottom
right) recognized Barbara Wysocka (right) for her contributions to the Society as follows:
I would like to recognize one of our un-sung heroes,
Barbara Wysocka, who works tirelessly behind the
scenes to ensure that we always have snacks and
drinks available in our meetings. Not only does Barbara
make certain each month that she has all the supplies
we need – coffee, tea, milk, cookies, cups and so on –
but very often she takes the extra time and effort to
make something delicious that we can all enjoy, even
those who need a gluten-free diet.
She is always cheerful and never complains about the
hard work and long hours. I am sure I speak for everyone when I say a big “Thank-you, Barbara!”
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OOS SHOW TABLE RESULTS FOR JANUARY 15, 2017
NAME

OWNER

1st

Rhyncholaeliocattleya Pastoral 'Innocence' AM/JOGA

Angèle Biljan

PHOTO
#
1

2nd

Masa Matsuo

2

Bev Burtnyk

3

3rd

Rechingerara Love Blush 'Love' x Rhyncattleanthe Izumi
Charm 'Sunset Valley Orchids' AM/AOS
Rhyncattleanthe Picotee Flight x Rhyncattleanthe Laughing Magic
Cattleya Love Castle 'K'

Bev Burtnyk

4

Cypripedium Alliance

1st

Paphiopedilum Magically Wood

Jan Johns

5

Paphiopedilum

2nd

Paphiopedilum Zampa

Angèle Biljan

6

Judged by Joyce Medcalf

3rd

Paphiopedilum Screaming Eagle 'Robert Biljan' AM/AOS

Angèle Biljan

7

Cymbidium Alliance

1st

Cymbidium Autumn Green

Maria Martins

8

Judged by André Couture
Oncidium Alliance

1st

Aliceara Pacific Bright Star 'Willy Nilly'

Rita Shand

9

Judged by Joyce Medcalf

2nd

Aliceara Winter Wonderland 'White Fairy'

Christiane Gravel

10

3rd

Oncidium sotoanum

Angèle Biljan

11

Dendrobium Alliance

1st

Dendrobium No Name Hybrid

Masa Matsuo

12

Judged by Joyce Medcalf

2nd

Dendrobium Hibiki

Dirk de Snayer

13

2nd

Dendrobium No Name Hybrid

Magda Gawronski

14

3rd

Dendrobium Enobi Purple 'Splash' AM/AOS

Angèle Biljan

15

3rd

Dendrobium kingianum

Angèle Biljan

16

Phalaenopsis

1st

Phalaenopsis Jiaho's Pink Girl

Masa Matsuo

17

Judged by André Couture

2nd

Phalaenopsis Kaoda Twinkle 'Chocolate Drop'

Bev Burtnyk

18

3rd

Phalaenopsis Brother Little Spotty

Rita Shand

19

1st

Lycaste Concentration 'Lemon Ice'

Patrick Boisvert

20

Miniature

1st

Isabelia pulchella 'Stephan Biljan' CCM/AOS

Angèle Biljan

21

Judged by André Couture

2nd

Phreatia matthewsii (Syn.Oberonia myosurus)

Angèle Biljan

22

Miscellaneous

1st

Phaius Red Streak

Angèle Biljan

23

Judged by André Couture
Novice

1st

Aliceara Eurostar (Formerly Beallara Eurostar)

Penka Matanska

24

Judged by André Couture

2nd

Paphiopedilum Odette's Enchantment

Melissa Courchesne

25

Best in Show

Paphiopedilum Magically Wood

Jan Johns

Judged by André Couture
& Joyce Medcalf
Member's Choice

Dendrobium nobile

Angèle Biljan

CLASS JUDGED BY

PLACE

Cattleya Alliance
Judged by André Couture

3rd

Lycaste
Judged by André Couture

Judged by Peter Mazerolle
Member's Choice: Peter said that he was jealous of Angèle's ability to grow this plant.
Photographs on following pages by Arlene Lang. Orchids can be identified according to the Photo # in the right hand column.
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André Couture (left) and
Joyce Medcalf (right), our
Show Table judges, are
ably assisted by Head
Clerk, Marcel Carrière.
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Jan Johns (above) with her Best in Show
winner, Paphiopedilum Magically Wood
(above right)

Angèle Biljan with her Member’s Choice
winner, Dendrobium nobile
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SOME ORCHIDS IN MEXICO - ROY JOHN
This December 2016 we spent Christmas in Mexico. This was
primarily a bird watching trip to the state of Oaxaca, but we
took time for Zapotec ruins, cultural events, butterflies and
plants - including a few orchids. Based in Oaxaca City we were
surrounded by mountains: Sierra Madre del Sur, Sierra Madre
de Oaxaca, Sierra Norte and Sierra Altravesada. Each day we
drove high into these mountains before dawn and then worked
our way home. Often reaching above 3000 metres we were
often in cloud forest and into cloud forest vegetation. The lowland vegetation was xeric and the trees had patchy, wiry bromeliads. As we went higher the bromeliads became more lush
and many had big flowers. Once we reached a higher, moister
zone there were mosses, ferns and orchids coating the trees.
Most were not in flower and the leaves were short and their
pseudobulbs small. Our first flower find was Epidendrum radicans and this was quickly followed by others. Two have been
identified (tentatively and independently by four people) as
Stelis platystylis and Maxillaria cucullate. One plant, high in a
tree, had a large spike of purple buds, but it was impossible to
identify.
Ed Note: Pictures and article kindly submitted by request from
Conservationist, World Traveller (now in Myanmar) and Orchid
Hunter—our own Roy John

Maxillaria cucullata

Orchid sp.

Epidendrum radicans with seed pods

Stelis platystylis

Lowland bromeliad

MEMBERS’ CORNER
We warmly welcome two new members to our society this month. Please make sure you greet Alisha
Stephen and Nicholas Lafontaine at our next meeting. I encourage all of you to share what you do and what
you have learned, anything orchid related directly to our new members, or by putting an article of interest in
Spike. Please send me an email by the first of the month to share book reviews, article reviews, even webinar reviews. I look forward to hearing from you at janet.johns@sympatico.ca.
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UPCOMING ORCHID SHOWS
Feb 11 - 12: Southern Ontario Orchid Society: The SOOS Annual Orchid Show will be held at the Toronto Botanical
Garden, Edwards Gardens, Toronto ON
Feb 25 - 26: Orchid Society of the Royal Botanical Gardens: 680 Plains Rd., Burlington ON
Mar 18 - 19: London Orchid Society: 38th Annual Show and Sale, Mother Theresa Catholic Secondary School, 1065
Sunningdale Road East, London ON
Mar 25 - 26: La Société des Orchidophiles de Montréal: Orchidexpo 2017 at Collège de Maisonneuve, 2700 rue Bourbonnière, Montreal QC
Mar 25 - 26: Vancouver Orchid Society: The Annual Show will be held at the Van Dusen Botanical Garden, 5251 Oak
St., Vancouver BC
Apr 8 - 9: Les Orchidophiles de Québec: Orchidofolie 2017, Pavillon Envirotron, Université Laval, 2480 Blvd. Hochelaga, Sainte Foy QC
Apr 21 - 23: Ottawa Orchid Society: Orchidophilia at the RA Centre, 2451 Riverside Drive, Ottawa ON
April 29 - 30: The Toronto Artistic Orchid Association Show: CICS (Centre for Information and Community Service),
2330 Midland Avenue, Scarborough ON (N.W. Of HWY 401/Midland)
Jun 3 - 4: Foothills Orchid Society: The 2017 Calgary Orchid Show at Triwood Community Centre, 2244 Chicoutimi
Drive N.W., Calgary AB

Upcoming AOS Webinars


Tuesday February 21 at 8:30 p.m. EST Greenhouse Chat with Ron McHatton (general public)



Tuesday March 14 at 8:30 p.m. EST Greenhouse Chat with Ron McHatton (general public)



Wednesday April 5 at 8:30 p.m. EST Virus Testing and Identification with Janet Lamborn (members
only)

Note: Webinars are recorded and available for viewing anytime after the event. Some are restricted to
members only.
To register, go to http://www.aos.org/orchids/webinars.aspx

AUDITED FINANCIAL STATEMENTS
Members will be asked to accept the audited Financial Statements for the Ottawa Orchid Society year ending June 30, 2016 at the February meeting. These are located in this publication
on the following pages. Please review these carefully before the meeting to prepare for the
vote. Thanks to Doug Vye for his hard work as our Treasurer.
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CANADIAN ORCHID CONGRESS (COC) UPDATES

You will have seen the following from the COC Advisory sent out a short while ago.


The Canadian Orchid Congress is providing a Special Award for a senior project involving the conservation or biology of orchids at the Canada Wide Science Festival (CWSF) to be held in Regina this year.
Several societies (and some individuals) have provided founding donations to get this off the ground.
In 2018, the CWSF will be held in Ottawa.



The COC site has been updated. Information on Orchid Shows are now presented in poster format on
their calendar. These are also advertised in Orchid Journal. Check it out at http://
canadianorchidcongress.ca/cocshows/ This is a one-stop shop for information on Canadian Shows.



Travel Grant applications for 2017 are now open.



The COC is looking for some volunteers for Second Vice President, Membership Liaison and Webmaster. If you think you have skills you can share with the COC, please contact Calvin Wong at
president@canadianorchidcongress.ca

EDITOR’S NOTE
I really enjoyed our workshops last month—thank you Marilyn, Joyce, Doug and David. While I was not able to capture the details, it is good to know you are all around and we can ask questions on your presentations any time. A
special thank you to Roy John for sending us his pictures and orchid discoveries in the field from his bird-watching trip
to Mexico. Many of you have sent notes and updates for this newsletter—so many thanks for making sure that I get
them. Barbara, your thanks from the Society is well-deserved. I add a personal thank you for always having non-dairy
creamer!
A special thank you to Cana Balay who always updates the membership list and sends out the notices about Spike and
other updates to us all. We so appreciate your dedication. Many thanks to Joyce Medcalf who goes through the OOS
Show Table names with a detailed eye. Last, but never least, thank you to Arlene for her expert photography which is
the centre of the newsletter each month. Her proof-reading and layout editing skills are impeccable.
Jan Johns
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