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FEBRUARY PROGRAM: BLUE PHALAENOPSIS, What are they really?
with DAVID LAFARGE from Bordeaux, France.
David Lafarge has studied plant biology,
genetics and plant physiology at the University of Bordeaux, France. He is a certified French Orchid Judge responsible for
the South West training center, Bordeaux,
and the Editor in Chief for the French Orchid Society journal, L’Orchidophile. (more
on our speaker and a link to his e-book on
page 4)

André Couture
613-233-7335
andrec.couture@sympatico.ca

ORCHIDS 101 with Marilyn Light @ 12:30 p.m.

orchidae@storm.ca

What about Fertilizers and pH? (notes on page 12)
Orchids need mineral nutrients in the correct combination and not too
much at once. We will discuss formulations and application timing to
grow healthy floriferous orchids.

janet.johns@sympatico.ca
Publicity
Karina Isert
613-729-0175
k.c.isert@gmail.com

Bring your questions, your problem plants, and even infested ones but
please keep those in a closed transparent bag. Any and all questions, simple to complex, are welcome. Group discussion will follow.

haydonm@rogers.com
Joyce Medcalf
613-659-2760
jmedcalf@1000island.net
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President’s Messages
Hi Everyone,
After 12 years on the Board in various positions, most of which I have enjoyed, I have
decided that I must resign from the position of President. I hoped last May that I would
be able to both look after John and do my job on the Board but I have realized that even
taking a leave of absence with Dave's invaluable assistance is too much of a burden. I am
truly sorry to leave. I will continue as Co-Chair of the show committee. Thank you everyone for your support.

Janet Johns
Hi Everyone,
First, I would like to thank Janet for all her hard work over the past year as President. I
understand and support her decision to step down, and I offer whatever support I can
during this difficult time. She has done an excellent job and her guiding influence will
be missed. Please join me in wishing her and her husband well.
In January we had an excellent talk about miniature orchid species from Cordelia
Head of J&L Orchids. Congratulations to everyone who purchased one (or more!) of
the outstanding plants she brought with her. I hope we will be seeing some of the
more unusual species she talked about at our future show tables, or at one of our
Shows. This month our speaker comes all the way from France - David LaFarge, who will be speaking about Blue
Phalaenopsis (and we don’t mean the dyed ones!). Then in March we will have our annual auction when you have a
chance to bring in any unwanted orchid plants or other related items. This is your opportunity to bid on whatever takes
your fancy, and maybe find that “je ne sais quoi” that you have been searching for!
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The Show Committee is very busy preparing for our upcoming
Show in April. All the Show information is now in the website,
including posters, bookmarks, registration information, Show
Schedule and so on. The excitement is building!
Don’t forget that the Orchid Society of the Royal Botanical Gardens Show in Burlington, Ontario is February 27-28, and the
Montreal society (La Société des Orchidophiles de Montréal)
Show will be on March 19-20. We will be sending an OOS display to both so please encourage your orchids to bloom in time
for these shows.

Dave Cooper
January Show Table
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ORCHIDS NEEDED FOR OUT-OF-TOWN SHOWS

PLANTS FOR THE ORCHID SOCIETY OF THE ROYAL BOTANICAL GARDENS (RBG) SHOW FEBRUARY 26-28, 2016

Plants for the RBG show should be dropped off at Jean Hollebone’s house,
1176 Castle Hill Cresc
Ottawa, ON K2C 2A8
Phone 613-226-2395
** by Thursday, February 25
** Call Jean (or email: jean@hollebone.ca) by Tuesday
February 23 with plant name and class number for preregistration
Plants will be returned and ready for pick up late Monday
February 29.

PREPARING PLANTS FOR A SHOW
Our exhibit co-ordinators really appreciate using your
orchids to present OOS exhibits at our neighbouring
shows. Please help them by preparing your plants for a
show as follows.
1.Put your name on the pot - on the back or underneath.
2.Put your name and list of plants INSIDE the box AND on
the OUTSIDE of the box.

3.Include the parentage of hybrids, if possible.
4.Ensure the name on the plant tag is spelled correctly.
5.Pack plants carefully so they are protected from wobbling & from the elements (IT’S WINTER) during
transport.
6.Stake for transport and for best display, as appropriate.

PLANTS FOR ORCHIDEXPO 2016 LA SOCIÉTÉ DES ORCHIDOPHILES DE MONTRÉAL MARCH 19-20, 2016

7.Clean the foliage - use water or water with a little milk.
Never use plant shine products.

Plants for Orchidexpo should be dropped off at either

8.Remove any damaged/old flowers and leaves.
9.Check well for bugs!

West End: Rick Sobkowicz and Margaret Haydon's house,

13 Sandringham Crt
Nepean, ON K2J 2H9
Phone 613-825-0827
Or East End: Janet Johns’ house
149 St. Laurent Blvd
Ottawa, ON K1K 2Y6
Phone 613-749-0614
** by Thursday March 17
** call Helen Nitschkie at 613-823-6876 (or email:
h.nitschkie@gmail.com) by Tuesday, March 15 with plant
name and class number for pre-registration

**Please call Janet, Rick or Margaret to arrange a suitable
time for drop off and pick up!
Plants will be returned and ready for pick-up on Monday,
March 21.

Anne Smutylo assists Dave Cooper with the Raffle Draw.
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MONTREAL AND TORONTO JUDGING CENTRES
The Montreal Judging Centre normally meets on the third (3rd) Saturday of each month at Jardin botanique de Montréal, 4101 Rue Sherbrooke E, Montréal QC. There is a speaker at 10:00 a.m., followed by judging in the afternoon. Members of the public are invited to attend. The Speaker for February is our own André Couture.


Saturday, February 20, 2016: André Couture AOS Judge “Exercises in Judging”

For March and April, the Centre meets at the locations of the orchid shows for Les Orchidophiles de Montréal and the
Ottawa Orchid Society. Below are some of the awards granted in January 2016. All photos are by Thang Dam.
The Toronto Judging Centre meets on the first (1st) Saturday of the month at 1 p.m. at the Toronto Botanical Gardens,
777 Lawrence Ave E, Toronto ON (corner of Lawrence and Leslie). Education starts at 10 a.m. All welcome!

Phalaenopsis Yu Pin Sweety 'Sylvie
Paquette’

Cymbidium madidum ‘Jardin
botanique de Montréal’

Cattleya coccinea ‘Jardin botanique
de Montréal’

HCC/AOS

CCM/AOS

CCM/AOS

Owner: Le Paradis des Orchidées

Owner: Le Jardin botanique de
Montréal

Owner: Le Jardin botanique de
Montréal

FEBRUARY GUEST SPEAKER NOTES: DAVID LAFARGE (CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1)
David Lafarge has studied plant biology, genetics and plant physiology at the University of Bordeaux, France. After
post-graduate studies, mainly focused on grapevine diseases, he worked for the French Society of Horticulture (SNHF),
where he participated in programs about reduction of pesticides in private gardens.
An orchid lover since the age of 12, he gives a lot of time to this passion. After a short period with the Royal Botanic
Gardens, Kew at 18, supported by both the Charles de Gaulle bursary of the British Council and the French Orchid Society (SFO), he published a number of articles for different journals, in French and in English (L’Orchidophile, Orchids,
Orchideenjournal, etc.).
He has published a book Phalaenopsis: A complete guide (only available as an eBook), both in French and English versions. The English version was adapted by Marlene Young. Click here for your downloadable copy.(also available on
iBooks) Since 2012, he has been managing the editorial board of the French Orchid Society Journal, L’Orchidophile. He
is also the author of many articles dealing with orchids, particularly Dendrobium, Paphiopedilum and Phalaenopsis. David will not be selling plants at the meeting.
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BEGINNER CLASS
We mentioned at the last meeting that a beginner's class would be held one February Saturday and that we
would inform you of the date. Unfortunately we were not able to hold it in February. We have now scheduled it for Saturday, March 5 at Jean Hollebone's house at 10 a.m - noon. The topic will be How to Choose
Healthy Plants and Appropriate Supplies at the Show. As well, there will be time for questions. If you are interested please sign up at the membership table. We can accommodate 8-10 members at this session.
Jean Hollebone
MARCH PROGRAM
Our annual auction will be held in March. Now is the time to gather orchid plants that may no longer fit into
your collection or make room for the spring annual show acquisitions; orchid material is also welcome.
JANUARY PROGRAM REFLECTIONS
Cordelia Head (right) entertained and informed us with a massive overview of
Old World and New World miniature orchids (below right), their ecology and
their culture. Her conditions in Connecticut are similar to ours, so she understood our indoor growing needs. At this time of the year, humidity is the key
to success. Miniatures are particularly suited to growing in an orchidarium
(under glass) but with high humidity, air circulation is a must. Miniatures can
be found all around the world and may require cool, intermediate or warm
growing temperatures. Water and light conditions are also variable depending
on the species.
She brought us miniature orchids from J & L Orchids (see below left) and gave
individual attention to those purchasing plants. Thanks to André Couture for
bringing her to the OOS and thanks to Cordelia for a lively and informative
presentation.

Jan Johns
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OOS JANUARY SHOW TABLE RESULTS
NAME

OWNER

1st

**Cattlianthe Secret Love

Antoinette Brownell

PHOTO
#
1

2nd

Cattlianthe Little Fairy

Jean Hollebone

2

3rd

Cattlianthe Sagarik Wax

Angèle Biljan
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1st

Helgi Fatovic

4

2nd

Paphiopedilum Fairre Helen (Paphiopedilum fairrieanum
x Paphiopedilum Pacific Shamrock)
Paphiopedilum venustum

Angèle Biljan

5

2nd

Paphiopedilum Oriental Spring

Alex Porter

6

3rd

Paphiopedilum Stella Scope

Jean Hollebone

7

Phragmipedium

1st

Phragmipedium kovachii

David Kalb

8

Judged by André Couture

2nd

Phragmipedium Petit Anquette

Angèle Biljan

9

3rd

Phragmipedium Seymour Tower

Angèle Biljan

10

Oncidium Alliance

1st

Oncidium Twinkle

Angèle Biljan

11

Judged by Joyce Medcalf

2nd

Oncidium sotoanum

Angèle Biljan

12

3rd

Oncidium Sharry Baby

Rita Shand

13

Dendrobium Alliance

1st

Dendrobium Hybrid

Bev Burtnyk

14

Judged by Joyce Medcalf

2nd

Dendrobium Hsinying Scarlet

Maria Martins

15

3rd

Dendrobium (Fortune x Sapphire x Princess Asai)

Rita Shand

16

Phalaenopsis Alliance

1st

Phalaenopsis Jiaho's Pink Girl

Masa Matsuo

17

Judged by Joyce Medcalf

2nd

Phalaenopsis Lioulin Orange

Angèle Biljan

18

3rd

Phalaenopsis Sogo Jessica 'White'

Angèle Biljan

19

Vanda Alliance

1st

Angèle Biljan

20

Judged by Joyce Medcalf
Pleurothallid Alliance

Vanda Penang Sunset (Vanda vietnamica x Vanda ampullacea)

1st

Pleurothallis omoglossa 'Hill Island' CBR/CCM/CCE/AOS

Joyce Medcalf

21

Judged by André Couture

2nd

Pleurothallis rowleei 'Fox Den'

Joyce Medcalf

-

Miniature

1st

Phalaenopsis Hybrid (dark burgundy)

Beth Thompson

22

Judged by Joyce Medcalf

2nd

Oberonia brachystachys

Angèle Biljan

23

2nd

Phalaenopsis Hybrid (pink)

Beth Thompson

24

3rd

Cattleya Orbiter

Angèle Biljan

25

1st

Oberonia acaulis

Angèle Biljan

26

Judged by André Couture
Best in Show

Phragmipedium kovachii

David Kalb

Judged by André Couture
& Joyce Medcalf
Member's Choice

Dendrobium Hybrid

Bev Burtnyk

CLASS JUDGED BY

PLACE

Cattleya Alliance
Judged by André Couture

Cypripedium Alliance
Paphiopedilum
Judged by André Couture

Miscellaneous

Judged by Elvira LangaBarona
**Indicates updated name. Photographs by number on the following pages by Arlene Lang.
Member's Choice: Beautiful flowers, well spaced and displayed. Beautiful healthy plant with flowers the same size.
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David Kalb (below right) with Best in
Show Phragmipedium kovachii (right)

Bev Burtnyk (on the left in the
photo on the right) with
Member’s Choice Dendrobium Hybrid (below)
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GROWER’S PROFILE: ANGÈLE BILJAN
Jean Hollebone with Angèle Biljan
Photographs by Arlene Lang
Angèle Biljan has been a member of the Ottawa
Orchid Society for many years. She loves to grow
plants of many kinds; they grow magically for her,
as is evident at every show table which usually contains 15 or more of her beautiful and often rare
orchids. This is one of her ongoing contributions to
the Society. Every pre-meeting Saturday she scours
her collection for what’s new in bloom, and packs
them for the Sunday show. She hopes members
share her excitement over beautiful blooms that
they might not otherwise see, and will be intrigued
and encouraged to try growing “different” orchids,
Above: Angèle with the OOS Exhibit at the 2012 ECOS Show

learning and appreciating, as she
does, their characteristics and peBulbophyllum medusae 'Orchidglade
culiarities.
II' CCA/SFOS
Angèle has long been immersed
in the Ottawa plant scene. As a
member of the Ottawa Horticultural Society for many years she
has won their grand prize trophy
Paphiopedilum Screaming Eagle
for an amazing 17 years! She is
an honoured life member of the Nepean Horticultural Society and recipient of the
OHA Service Certificate. As a life member and co-founder of the Ottawa African Violet
Society, she has a
long history of raising prize winning violets and reExhibit at Orchidophilia 2015, 3rd Place
lated species. While juggling a growing family of 3
active children, one of whom required frequent
medical care, and a husband who was often away
on work road trips, she became an African Violet
accredited judge, scoring a perfect 100% on these
very tough exams! This led to travel in Canada and
the United States as a visiting judge for many AV
shows. But then she needed a new challenge…
and…
One day her 6 -year- old daughter saw an unusual
flower in the grocery store and begged her mom to
9

buy it. It was a slipper orchid. One led to another, and she joined the Ottawa
Orchid Society, but she was shy and found it hard to talk to people until she
met Marcel and André who gave her lots of growing tips, and became lifelong friends. Then, her golden showers Oncidium Gower Ramsay won a 3rd
place ribbon and she was hooked. More plants led to a solarium and a few
more to a greenhouse and finally a second greenhouse was built to house
her collection which now numbers over several thousand.
Angèle says her favorite orchids are phrags (in particular, those with the long
hanging petals like Phrag caudatum and Phrag Grande) and miniature pleurothallids. Mostly she enjoys the challenge of getting something new to grow
and flower well. Her current passion is cattleyas, especially perfumed varieCattleya Irene Finney ‘Spring’s Best’ AM/AOS
ties. She loves unusual orchids and has a special table for her most delicate
and tender plants which she tends carefully several times a day. Asked what
advice she would give to members, Angèle says “Buy a good quality medium for your orchids. It is a good investment.
Roots like it and will respond well to good care.” You will see Angèle at most
meetings. Feel free to talk to her about your orchids. She also says “Don’t be
shy, feel free to talk to others about your growing needs.”

Oberonia brachystachys

Cattleya Orbiter

Holcoglossum kimballianum

Left: OOS members pay close attention to Marilyn Light
during her demonstration for Orchids 101 on grooming
orchids to prepare for a show.

Joyce Medcalf, Judge, assisted by Jean Hollebone, Head Clerk

André Couture, Judge, assisted by Jean Hollebone, Head Clerk
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IT’S NEARLY SHOW TIME!
The Show Committee is very busy preparing for our upcoming Show in April. All the information is
now in the website, including posters, bookmarks, registration information, Show Schedule and so
on. The Publicity committee has produced a very thorough, detailed plan of campaign and we will be
rolling out advertising, invitations and information in all kinds of media including the latest digital
formats. This year our policy is “Leave no stone unturned” and let’s hope it brings in the crowds! Invitations have been sent out to potential participants, including a number of vendors from overseas
who have not been to our show before. All we need now are people to sign up as vendors and exhibitors, and I am sure these will start rolling in very soon.

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED
As usual, we will be needing volunteers to help with the various functions in the Show. We will have the sign-up
sheets at Sunday meetings in February and March, so please take the time to check where you can best help out.
Don't forget that all volunteers get free admission to the Show. There is a wide range of things you can do, depending
on your interests and skills. For most of the positions you do NOT have to be an expert on orchids, although of course
some of the positions do require a good knowledge of orchids and how to grow them. If you are a beginner you could
help with Hospitality, Setup, Admission, Visitor Services, the Art gallery or the Draw, none of which need any
knowledge of plants. These positions are also suitable for non-members of the OOS, maybe your friends, family or coworkers. If you have a basic knowledge of orchids you could help with Membership, Plant Hotel, Fragrance or the
Members’ Sale table. If you have been into orchids for a while you could perhaps volunteer as a Judging Clerk, help
with setting up the OOS Exhibit, or take a shift at the Orchid Care desk. Even if you can only spare an hour or two we
need your help! The Show runs entirely on volunteers and we want to share the load as much as we can. And of
course, the more involved you are the more fun it is and the more you get out of it.
Dave Cooper and Janet Johns

MEMBERS’ SALE TABLE
With the Orchid show at the RA Centre a little more than two months away, it's time to think about which orchids you
are going to sell at the Members' Sale Table. Here's your chance to make room for new purchases that you will, no
doubt, be making at the show. A list of guidelines will be in the March Spike and I will have forms and guidelines at the
February and March meetings. You can also print these forms from the OOS WEB SITE under Orchid Show 2016 and
2016 Members' Table Forms. If you have any questions, e-mail me at mptthompson8@gmail.com or call me at 613722-1907.
Marybeth Thompson

ROAD SIGN VOLUNTEER NEEDED
This year as a new venture to try and increase visitors to the Ottawa Orchid Show, we are planning to ask members to
post 24” x 24” roadside signs which will advertise the location and date of our Show. The signs will go up about 3
weeks before the show and must be taken down immediately after. We need a volunteer to oversee the distribution
of signs and posting information to members at the March meeting, and to coordinate pick up of the reusable signs
afterwards. If interested , please contact either Dave Cooper or Jean Hollebone at the February meeting.
Jean Hollebone
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Orchids 101 - What about Fertilizers and pH?
© Marilyn Light

February 2016

Plants need light, carbon and water but they also need minerals to grow and reproduce. The most important mineral
elements are nitrogen, phosphorus, and potassium. Nitrogen is needed to grow stems and leaves. Without sufficient
nitrogen, older leaves yellow and drop prematurely whereas with too much nitrogen, shoots can be soft, spindly, floppy, and flowering will be reduced. Potassium is needed for root growth, carbohydrate production, and cell structural
integrity. Too little potassium can lead to deformed foliage or stunted growth. Both nitrogen and potassium can be
washed out (leached) during watering so must be provided regularly. Phosphorus is an essential element for growth
and reproduction but is quickly made unavailable to plants when bound to calcium and/or iron already present in water or potting medium. Small amounts of phosphorus given at regular intervals limits the amount of wasted nutrient.
Other elements including calcium, iron, manganese, magnesium, sulphur, copper, and boron have important roles in
plant health and are required regularly but in smaller amounts. To avoid confusion with formulations, use a fertilizer
having higher amounts of nitrogen (N) and potassium (K), less phosphorus (P) e.g. (N-P-K: 19-4-23), together with a
small but adequate range of minor elements. Regular dilute feeding is preferable to occasional applications. Dormant
plants should not be fertilized and those growing with less than ideal light in winter should receive less fertilizer.
The term pH refers to the acidity or alkalinity of a substance. A major factor in determining pH of water, soil, or potting
media is the presence of buffers, substances that can modify the balance toward more acidic or alkaline. Carbonate
(found in limestone, marble) will buffer/hold the pH within the 6 to 7.5 range whereas the absence of carbonate and
the presence of aluminum ions will buffer the pH to about 4. In bogs, rainwater and deionized water where little to no
mineral buffers are present, pH can be below 4. Tap water pH varies according to its source. Well water from limestone areas will contain carbonates whereas well water from limestone-free strata will have little to no buffering capacity. Fertilizer formulations have been developed for both well water and rainwater sources.
Most of us grow orchids in organic media such as bark or moss but some use mixes that have added limestone chips.
Wet media without buffering substances will have a low pH but mixes may be adequately buffered. Relative acidity
can greatly affect the availability of minerals to roots and since mineral absence or imbalance can impact orchid
health, we apply fertilizers designed to buffer the pH to the desirable range for orchids. With certain terrestrial orchids
that would grow in calcium-rich environments such as brachypetalum Paphiopedilums, we can supplement an organic
medium with granular dolomitic limestone (calcium carbonate).

MEMBER’S CORNER: TIPS, TRICKS AND IDEAS
This month we welcome Carol Hagerman to the OOS. Please share your love of orchids and say hello to her
at our next meeting. I encourage all of you to share what you do and what you have learned about, anything
orchid related. Please send me an email by the first of the month and share with your fellow members. I
look forward to hearing from you at janet.johns@sympatico.ca (despite the email address, I am Jan, not
“the” Janet!).
2014-5 DENDROBIUM SEEDLING PROJECT

Last year each member chose one of four different dendrobium seedlings at the September meeting. Please
keep your eyes on your plant's health and progress. If your plant is ready to bloom or blooming, please bring
it to the show table and share your success with the society. We would love to see it and congratulate you
on your success!!!
Jean Hollebone
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UPCOMING SHOWS (compiled from COC website)
Feb 27 - 28: Orchid Society of the Royal Botanical Gardens: 680 Plains Rd., Burlington ON
Mar 19 - 20: La Société des Orchidophiles de Montréal: Orchidexpo 2016 at Collège de Maisonneuve, 2700 rue
Bourbonnière, Montreal QC
Mar 17 - 20: The Manitoba Orchid Society: Annual Show and Sale at the Assiniboine Park Conservatory
Mar 26 - 27: The Vancouver Orchid Society: Annual Show at the Van Dusen Botanical Garden, 5251 Oak St., Vancouver BC
Apr 1 - 3: Orchid Society of Alberta: The Annual Show and Sale, Orchid Fair, will take place at Hole’s Enjoy Centre,
101 Riel Drive, St. Albert AB
Apr 9 - 10: The Toronto Artistic Orchid Association Show: CICS (Centre for Information and Community Service),
2330 Midland Avenue, Scarborough ON (N.W. Of HWY 401/Midland)
Apr 9 - 10: Les Orchidophiles de Québec: Pavillon Envirotron, Université Laval, 2480 Blvd. Hochelaga, Sainte Foy QC
Apr 16 - 17: The Ottawa Orchid Society: 35th Annual Orchid Show and Sale: RA Centre, Riverside Drive, Ottawa ON
(CHANGE OF LOCATION).
May 28 - 29: The Foothills Orchid Society : Orchid Show and Sale, Orchids for Everyone, at the Triwood Community
Centre, 2244 Chicoutimi Drive NW, Calgary AB
Jun 3 - 4: Bruce Peninsula Orchid Festival at the Parks Canada Visitor Centre at the Bruce Peninsula. Schedule and
Registration at www.orchidfest.ca
Aug 10 - 18: The Orchid Species Preservation Foundation of Alberta is celebrating the 25th Anniversary of the
Founding of the OSPF at the City Hall, Edmonton AB
Oct 1 - 2: The Orchid Species Preservation Foundation of Alberta is having its third annual orchid exhibit and seminar from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m., Salisbury Greenhouse, 52337 Range Rd 232, Sherwood Park AB

Editor’s Note
Once again, many thanks to all of you who have contributed to this newsletter. I am especially grateful to Jean Hollebone and Angèle Biljan for our Grower’s Profile. As always, a very special thanks to Joyce Medcalf for organizing
the results, researching and correcting names for all our Show Table orchids and Spike in general. Likewise, special
thanks to Arlene Lang for her organization and her beautiful photographs, not to mention the excellent proofreading for the newsletter.
I repeat Dave’s thanks to Janet Johns for her dedication to the Ottawa Orchid Society for so many years and I would
like to thank her personally for getting me totally immersed in the orchid world. I know she has done it for the enjoyment and the friends she has made. Now, I hope, she will continue to enjoy the society and her friends in a stressfree and supportive role. You rock, Jan 1!

Jan Johns
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