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Yes! Spring is coming! … It is therefore time to rejuvenate your orchid collection.
February is the time to decide which plants are doing well for you and which ones
should be given a chance to thrive in another environment; so identify the plants that
would be better off on someone else’s shelf and donate them to the 2015 Annual
OOS Auction. You may also bring plant material and other orchid related items such
as clean pots, (working) lighting equipment, etc. The Auction is also the time to
acquire needed items such as the “I always wanted this orchid…!” and orchid
material. You can bid as much as you want; all this in good fun.
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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE
We had a great turnout for the January meeting, a wonderful show table and an
excellent presentation by Marilyn Light on the orchids of Réunion. Thank you, Marilyn,
for a talk that was entertaining, educational, and a great travelogue with lots of
fascinating information on orchid growing in a very special and unique environment.
Congratulations to Dave Cooper on winning the prestigious Orchid Digest Diamond
Award for his many years as our organized, and excellent Show Chairman, former
President, and author of amazing orchid photographs and presentations. And thank
you to all the volunteers and Board members who worked hard to make the meeting so
enjoyable.
February is auction month and we are fortunate to have Rick Sobkowicz return as our colourful and
genial auctioneer and organized once again by the formidable, efficient team led by Femmy Mes and Diane
Aubry who keep everything running smoothly. However, to have an auction, we are completely dependent
on the generosity of Society members for donations. Please look through your collection for plants that
can be divided and a portion shared through the auction with others in the Society. Perhaps you have
orchids that have become too large for their pots or too large for your grow area. Perhaps you have books
and orchid magazines which you have finished reading; pots and other cultural products which may be
useful to someone else. Please make sure that plants are disease free and pots are clean and usable.
Perhaps you may not have anything to give but you are an excellent grower who knows how to divide
orchids or do a great job at potting. Consider donating an hour or two of your time to help a member with
their growing needs or repot a few orchids for/with a new member. I am sure there are some new
members and perhaps a few older members that would be happy to bid generously for these services.
With so many wonderful photographers in the society, perhaps you could donate a photograph that could
be a wonderful treasure for someone looking to fill an empty spot on a wall..... Well, you get the idea. I
will be bringing divisions of Margaret Haydon's wonderful pink Phrag Schroderae which has won many
awards and is a wonderful plant to have in your collection. The proceeds from the auction are used to
support Society programs (speakers are expensive) as well as the two judging centres of Toronto and
Montreal, whose judges donate their time and expertise at our Show. So bring your treasures and come
and enjoy the fun of the auction knowing you are supporting a good cause.
Note, because of the auction, there will be no 101 but the organizers would appreciate your donations as
early as possible, say by 1:15 at the latest. There will be a show table at the beginning of the meeting so
do bring your flowering plants.
Jean Hollebone, President.

The Hans Bode Trophy
Many years ago, Hans Bode donated a trophy to the Society, given each year at the Show for the best plant
grown by an Ottawa Orchid Society member who is not a commercial grower. This trophy has been highly
prized and won by and, in turn, passed on by many delighted orchid growers over the years. However at
the Show last April, we realized that we were approaching the point where there were only three unfilled
engraving spots on the trophy. Hans has now donated a new base for the trophy (and a permanent carrier
to keep it in), which gives us an additional 16 years of engraving space for OOS members. The base is
magnificent and was made with care, love and precision by Hans' son, Michael. Angèle Biljan is the current
holder of the trophy and is bringing it to the Society next month so you can all see the addition. Indeed it
looks like the Stanley Cup and is a true Society keepsake and treasure. Thank you, Hans for this wonderful
gift which will continue to have pride of place in the homes of those who are fortunate enough to be the
annual recipients.
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OOS NEWS
UPCOMING SHOWS
1) The Southern Ontario Orchid Society is holding their show February 14-15 at the Toronto Botanical
Garden, 777 Lawrence Ave E. The OOS is sending a display with Joyce Medcalf; please refer to the
January Spike for details.
2) The Royal Botanical Gardens Orchid Society is holding their show February 28-March 1 at 680 Plains
Rd. W, Burlington.
3) The 28th Annual COC Show is hosted by The Saskatchewan Orchid Society, March 27-29 in
Saskatoon, Sask.
4) Les Orchidophiles de Montréal is presenting Orchid Expo on March 28-29 at CÉGEP de
Maisonneuve, 2700 Rue Bourbonnière, Montréal.
5)
The Toronto Artistic Orchid Association is holding their show April 11-12 at 2330 Midland Ave.,
Scarborough, Ontario.
MONTREAL VISIT
There has been some interest expressed in a trip to Montreal for a behind-the-scenes tour of the Montreal
Botanical Garden orchid collection sometime in late spring or early summer. It has also been suggested
that a visit to the orchid show of Les Orchidophiles de Montréal on March 28 might also be of interest.
Barbara Wysocka has agreed to help organize a trip if members are interested. If there is enough
commitment, we may be able to rent a bus to take us there and back. If less than a bus load is interested,
we could go down as a group by bus or train, paying current rates. We will try to have some prices
available for you at the February meeting but we will require your decision as to whether you wish to
participate and to which outing. At this time friends/companions would also be welcome. We would plan
to leave early in order to arrive when the show opens at noon. For the visit to the conservatory, we will try
to make arrangements for a visit in the morning, with a possible picnic lunch in the gardens, returning mid
afternoon. I will open this subject for discussion at the next meeting and ask for feedback from members
as to how many are interested in such a trip and which of the 2 options presented above is most attractive.
Jean Hollebone.

LOOKING FOR VOLUNTEERS
Volunteers required: Kindergarten for new orchid growers.
Two Society members have recently opened their growing areas to new members so as to provide them
with an opportunity to see and learn about different growing conditions and to ask questions about
conditions and culture in an informal setting. However, a few more volunteers willing to host a session are
needed and would be very much appreciated by the new membership. Sessions can be arranged at your
time and convenience. Groups range from about 6-12. To date the two sessions have been held on
Saturday morning from 10:30 to noon and consisted of a visit to the growing area and a chance to socialize
and ask questions over a short snack before returning home. If you are interested in participating and
sharing your experiences in growing orchids, or want more information, please contact either Janet Johns
or Jean Hollebone.
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YET ANOTHER ITEM FOR YOUR BUCKET LIST
Orchids of Reunion Island – If you plan to visit
Marilyn Light
Réunion is a small volcanic island located in the South Indian Ocean. About 1/3 of its 150 terrestrial and
epiphytic orchids are endemic. Ile Bourbon, as it was once called, is also a major producer of vanilla.
Réunion Island is now home to a world class collection of Vanilla species. Here are some useful links if you
would like to visit this charming locale.
If you go: Air France flies from Montreal daily to Paris CDG. There are two flights daily from Paris Orly to
Reunion Island. Cars Air France provides the connection between the Paris airports.
Orchids of Reunion Island (en français). To learn about the endemic, indigenous, and introduced orchids
found on the island, visit the following site where genera and species are illustrated together with a
blooming month calendar and island map to show where a species might be found. http://www.orchideesreunion.fr/
Mare Longue trail (en français). Many trails are available to the explorer. This is a link to one such trail at
Mare Longue: http://www.onf.fr/activites_nature/++oid++e3e/@@display_leisure.html
Reunion Island Tourism. This website will provide everything you need to know including accommodation,
restaurants, local transport, etc. There is a link (see flag at Right) to versions in other languages including
French. http://www.en.reunion.fr
Hotel Mercure Creolia, St. Denis. This is the largest hotel in the island and recommended. They provide a
shuttle service for short visits to the capital, St. Denis. http://www.accorhotels.com/fr/hotel-1674-hotelmercure-creolia-saint-denis-la-reunion/media.shtml

OOS APRIL SHOW ”WANT LIST”
The volunteer sheets will be available at the February meeting. Thank you everyone
who signed up at the January meeting; we still need many more volunteers to make
our show a success. It is only for one weekend and the rewards are many: meet new
people interested in orchids, really feel that you are part of the Society, learn how to
erect a display, judge an orchid, first hand opportunity to talk to growers....you even
get into the show for free!
*** If anyone knows of an orchid vendor who you think might be interested in
selling at our show, please contact Dave Cooper. ***

WEB SITE OF INTEREST
John Cabieses, one of our beginner orchidists, brought to our attention a web site which has lots of very
interesting orchid information, designed for beginners, and has a number of great articles. It is:
http://www.everything-orchids.com. The many articles are short, about 1/2 to 3/4 of a page, well
illustrated and seem very practical. On this same site there are many other topics that you might find
interesting. When you have time, check it out!!!
TREE LOOKING FOR A GOOD HOME
Our member has a Norfolk Island pine to give away. The plant is 42 inches
high and about 32 inches wide. The plant is in excellent condition but lack of
room is the reason for letting it go. The Norfolk Island pine is an easy to
grow plant which requires good light, but no direct sun. It makes a nice
small Christmas tree. Should you be interested, please contact France
Tremblay at jeromeetfrance@videotron.ca to make arrangements.
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OOS SHOW TABLE FOR JANUARY 18, 2015
CLASS JUDGED BY
Cattleya Alliance
Judged by André Couture

PLACE
1st
2nd
3rd

3rd
3rd
Cypripedium Alliance
Paphiopedilum
Judged by Joyce Medcalf
Phragmipedium
Judged by Joyce Medcalf

1st
2nd
3rd
1st
2nd
3rd

Cymbidium Alliance
Judged by André Couture
Oncidium Alliance
Judged by André Couture

1st
1st
2nd
3rd
3rd

Phalaenopsis Alliance
Judged by Joyce Medcalf

1st

2nd
3rd
Vanda Alliance
Judged by Joyce Medcalf

1st
2nd
3rd

NAME
Cattleya (Syn. Slc) Mango Spice
Brassanthe (Syn. Bc) Maikai
Cattleya (Syn. Lc) Culminant 'La
Tuilerie' AM/AOS x Cattleya
(Syn. Slc) Circle of Life
'Trailblazer' AM/AOS
Epidendrum Reconnected
Cattleya (Syn. Sophronitis)
Dagmar's Delight
Paphiopedilum fairrieanum
Paphiopedilum Zampa
Paphiopedilum Nightshadow
Phragmipedium Fireworks
Phragmipedium Silver Eagle
'Pink Frost' AM/AOS
Phragmipedium Cahaba
Morning Mist
Cymbidium Swan Lake

OWNER
Ginette St-Laurent
Dave Cooper
Masa Matsuo

Oncidium sotoanum
Oncidium Tiger Crow
'Golden Girl' HCC/AOS
Tolumnia Jairak Firm 'Butterfly'
Rossioglossum Rawdon Jester
'Great Bee'
Phalaenopsis Silbergrube
(Phalaenopsis celebensis x
Phalaenopsis equestris)
Phalaenopsis No Name
Phalaenopsis Tristar Snow
Princess 'Tristar' AM/AOS
Angraecum Crestwood
'Janet' AM/AOS
Rhynchostylis gigantea
Vandachostylis Azure 'Blue'
(Rhynchostylis gigantea x Vanda
coerulea)
Phalaenopsis Imp 'MP1549'
Oberonia brachystachys
Angraecum Crestwood
'Janet' AM/AOS

Joyce Medcalf
Geraldine Hebert

Marilyn Light
David Kalb
Helgi Fatovic
Angèle Biljan
Lanny Morry
Angèle Biljan
Angèle Biljan
Angèle Biljan
Angèle Biljan

Peter Mazerolle
Maria Martens
Ian Pringle

France Tremblay
Masa Matsuo
Janet Johns
Helgi Fatovic
Angèle Biljan

Miniature
1st
France Tremblay
Judged by André Couture
2nd
Angèle Biljan
Best in Show
Janet Johns
Judged by André Couture &
Joyce Medcalf
Member's Choice
Paphiopedilum fairrieanum
Helgi Fatovic
Judged by France Tremblay
Member's Choice: Well grown, numerous well-held inflorescences, looks exotic.
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Marcel Carrière, a past recipient of the Diamond
Award, presents the Orchid Digest Award of
Excellence to our Show Chairman, Dave Cooper.
Dave has been our Show Chairman for over 20
years as well as past President of our Society and
is the author of several educational posters that
have travelled to out of town shows as part of our
OOS displays.

CONGRATULATIONS!

BEST OF SHOW TABLE AND MEMBER’S CHOICE

Janet Johns with her Angraecum
Crestwood ‘Janet’ AM/AOS which won
Best of Show Table and Helgi Fatovic
with her Member’s Choice orchid,
Paphiopedilum fairrieanum.
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PAPHIOPEDILUM FAIRRIEANUM
This dwarf, clump forming herbaceous epiphyte grows in leaf litter and
humus as well as limestone outcrops, in tall grass and oak forests along
rivers. It is found in the Indian Himalayas and Bhutan at an altitude of
1300-2200 meters, on the edges of high river banks and forests and is a
warm to cold growing plant with leaves narrowly elliptic to ligulate, dull
green, mid-rib prominent on underside of leaves. Orchid blooms with 1
flower on a 10" [25 cm] long, slender, purple pubescent inflorescence
which occurs in the late autumn through spring.
Source: www.orchidspecies.com

ANGRAECUM CRESTWOOD ‘JANET’ AM/AOS
This is a cross of Angraecum veitchii and Angraecum
sesquipedale. Janet grows this in a solarium in the south window
in the winter and puts it out in the summer on an east facing
deck shaded by a large tree. This is when it grows huge roots and
is in active growth. It doesn’t like to have its roots disturbed and
is happy in a small pot. This orchid blooms in January and is very
heavily scented in the evening. The flowers last several weeks.
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SHOW TABLE PHOTOS FROM JANUARY 2015 MEETING
Show Table Photos by Arlene Lang

CATTLEYA ALLIANCE
1st

Cattleya Mango Spice,
Ginette St-Laurent.

2nd

3rd

Brassanthe Maikai,
Dave Cooper.

3rd

Cattleya Culminant ‘La Tuilerie’
AM/AOS x Cattleya Circle of
Life ‘Trailblazer’ AM/AOS,
Masa Matsuo.

Epidendrum Reconnected,
Marilyn Light.

CYPRIPEDIUM ALLIANCE
PAPHIOPEDILUM
3rd

Cattleya Dagmar’s Delight,
David Kalb.

1st

Paphiopedilum fairrieanum,
Helgi Fatovic.

2nd

Paphiopedilum Zampa,
Angèle Biljan.

Phragmipedium Fireworks,
Angèle Biljan.

Paphiopedilum
Nightshadow,
Lanny Morry.

CYMBIDIUM ALLIANCE

PHRAGMIPEDIUM
1st

3rd

2nd

Phragmipedium Silver Eagle
‘Pink Frost’ AM/AOS,
Angèle Biljan.

3rd

Phragmipedium Cahaba
Morning Mist,
Angèle Biljan.

1st

Cymbidium Swan Lake,
Angèle Biljan.
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ONCIDIUM ALLIANCE
1st

Oncidium sotoanum,
Joyce Medcalf.

2nd

3rd

Oncidium Tiger Crow
‘Golden Girl’ HCC/AOS,
Geraldine Hebert.

3rd

Tolumnia Jairak Firm
‘Butterfly’,
Peter Mazerolle.

Rossioglossum Rawdon Jester
‘Great Bee’,
Maria Martens.

PHALAENOPSIS ALLIANCE
1st

Phalaenopsis Silbergrube,
Ian Pringle.

2nd

Phalaenopsis No Name,
France Tremblay.

3rd

Phalaenopsis Tristar Snow Princess
‘Tristar’ AM/AOS,
Masa Matsuo.
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VANDA ALLIANCE

1st

2nd

Angraecum Crestwood
‘Janet’ AM/AOS,
Janet Johns.

2nd

Rhynchostylis gigantea,
Helgi Fatovic.

Vandachostylis Azure ‘Blue’,
Angèle Biljan.

MINIATURE

1st

Phalaenopsis Imp ‘MP1549’,
France Tremblay.

2nd

Oberonia brachystachys,
Angèle Biljan.
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Growing Orchids in a Wardian Case - Creating a Rainforest Environment
In Arid Calgary
By Erika Hargesheimer
Parts 2 & 3 of 3
Misting and Watering
When I first got my Wardian cases, I tried to grow my orchids without a
misting system. Even though the humidity inside the cases was higher than
ambient, I was still struggling to grow small mounted orchid species.
Without daily misting by hand, the delicate roots would soon wither. I
decided to add an automated misting system to my case and the
environment is now ideal for growing small mounted specimens. The
misting system I bought is called "Mist King" and it was developed for
keeping amphibians moist in vivarium culture.
Figure 4

I installed 14 adjustable spray nozzles in each case, so there is good mist
coverage of all the orchids hanging on the wire mesh. The Mist King pump (Figure 4) feeds bottled distilled
water (Figure 5) through the tubing and into the nozzles. A single pump, timer (to start the spray of water)
and bottled water reservoir serves both cases. I decided to use bottled water to avoid salt build-up from
Calgary's hard water on the glass walls of the case, the nozzle openings as well as the orchid foliage. The
Mist King pump timer is capable of 8 on-off cycles per day, so I have my system set to spray for 10 seconds
at roughly 1-1.5 h intervals while the lights are on in the cases. With this feed rate, the 19 L water bottle
lasts about 2-3 weeks. The Mist King nozzles deliver a very fine mist, not water droplets, so it is rare that
any major amount of water accumulates under the plastic egg crate panels in the bottom of the case.
Prior to getting the Wardian Cases and outfitting them with misters, I
found that some mounted orchids were very difficult to grow and flower
with Calgary's low humidity.
Now, small bulbophylum, cattleya,
angraecum and aerangis species thrive in my cases. As you can see, plants
are bathed in a fine mist (Figure 6) from the nozzles and the small mounted
specimens like this bulbophylum (Figure 7) have fresh, healthy roots. The
humidity in the case remains steady at around 80 to 90 percent (Figure 8).
Small mounted specimens (on bark, cork or EpiWeb mounts) need to be
positioned so they benefit from regular misting (Figure 9), otherwise, they
dry out and roots start dying even though the humidity in the case is high.
Figure 5
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Figure 6

Figure 7

Figure 8

In addition to the mist system, I water my collection (depending on the species) with tap water
approximately every 2-3 weeks in the winter and every 7-14 days in the summer using a pressure sprayer.
As we all know, watering is more of an art than a science. In my cases, for example, large plants in openweave plastic orchid pots can stay moist for more than a month between watering, while smaller pots and
mounted specimens dry more quickly. Using the pressure sprayer allows me to access each of the plants
without removing them from the case, so there is less likelihood of root damage or disturbance. I no
longer have saucers under any of my pots, but allow all to drain freely so none of the plants sit in water. If
I am watering more generously, it is possible for water draining from the pots to accumulate in the
stainless steel case bottom. When this happens, I use a simple siphon system to drain the water.
With a bit of trial and error, each plant is situated in the microclimate that best suits its growth needs.
Species with higher light requirements, for example, are hung closer to the light tubes, while low-light
specimens are happy on the bottom shelf. I add fertilizer to the sprayer water about once a month in the
winter and every 2 weeks or so in the summer. I use both Dyna-Grow liquid "Grow" (7-9-5) and "Bloom"
(3-12-6) fertilizer.
Light and Temperature
Each case is fitted with 6 broad-spectrum compact fluorescent bulbs and the lights are on for 14 h a day in
the summer and 11 hours a day in fall and winter. The Wardian Cases are in a sunroom in my house and
the temperature inside that room is considerably cooler most of the year than the temperature in the rest
of the house. So, this allows good diurnal temperature variation, which triggers flowering in some species.
In the fall and winter, temperatures inside the cases during the
day are around 22-25°C and at night temperatures drop to 1315°C. In the summer, temperatures inside the cases can climb to
over 35°C, so I definitely can't grow any of the pleurothallids in
this environment.
Most other orchids seem to adapt well and are perhaps more
tolerant of the warmer summer conditions because the good air
circulation and humidity foster healthy root growth.
Cleaning and Maintenance
I took the pictures of the cases for Figure 1A and Figure 1B this
week. [Editor’s Note: See Jan. 2015 Spike for previous article.] As
Figure 9
you can see, the glass walls and plastic egg crate grating in the
bottom are both relatively clean and free from algae. I cleaned the algae off the glass and grating in
12

September, so while algae do grow on the glass surfaces, the build-up is slow and easy to remove with
Windex. Once a year in the fall, I typically take all the plants out and give the cases a thorough scrubbing.
I also remove bark and other debris from under the egg crate panels in the base. I have never had mold
inside the cases and I attribute that to the brisk air circulation provided by the muffin fans which run
around the clock. At the October 2014 FOS meeting, Barbara Podmore did a "Culture Corner"
presentation and talked about a great spray product called "Concrobium Mold Control", which she uses to
control mold. I bought some after the meeting and was amazed that it removed the black spots from the
bottom of my shower curtain in just a few days! So if I ever have mold in my cases, I'm ready thanks to the
wonderfully knowledgeable people we have in our club who share their expertise with us.
Conclusion and What's Been Blooming
Dr. Ward observed in his book (2): "As regards the cases in which plants are grown, their shape or size may
be adapted to the situations in which they are place." Wardian Cases are an ideal growing environment
for many orchids, particularly small mounted specimens. Warm-growing species are more successful in my
conditions than cooler-growing orchids. I have been rewarded with many blooms on small mounted
orchids that would otherwise be tough to grow in Calgary. I also keep several large orchid specimens, like
standard cattleyas and paphiopedilums. It's quite crowded in my cases and there is definitely a limit to the
number of larger specimens I can grow. But, like most orchid hobbyists, I figure there is always room for
one more!
To illustrate the range of orchids that have happily grown and flowered in my Wardian Cases, I thought I
would share photos of some of my favorites:
(Figure 10) Sophronitis coccinea; (Figure 11) Bulbophylum 'Louis Sander'; (Figure 12) Aerangis kotschyana;
(Figure 13) Blc. Goldenzelle SaddlePeak; and (Figure 14) Bulbophylum makayanum.
References
1. Wardian case. (November 2014) from Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia
(http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wardian_case)
2. Ward, N.B., (1842) "On the Growth of Plants in Closely Glazed Cases". Harvard University Online
Library at: https://archive.org/details/ongrowthplantsi02wardgoog

Figure 10 Sophronitis coccinea

Figure 11 Bulbophylum 'Louis
Sander'

Figure 12 Aerangis
kotschyana
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Figure 13 Blc. Goldenzelle SaddlePeak

Figure 14 Bulbophylum makayanum

EDITOR’S WRAP
That’s it for February. Soon your orchids will wake up from their long winter’s nap and your window sills
and light gardens will be ablaze with color….just in time for our OOS Orchid Show. Next month, I hope to
print an article “Killing Orchids: Dealing with the Inevitable.” by Larry Litwin.
I will leave you with a couple of photos taken by Arlene Lang at our 2009 Show.
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