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Marilyn’s talk will be on Phragmipediums. You have already excelled at
growing and re-blooming your first orchid which likely was a moth orchid. So
you say, “What next?” What could be the best option for you and your growing
conditions? Showy, sequential blooming Phragmipediums can be an excellent
choice. (Note: Orchid 101 session at 12:30 pm sharp.)
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Don’t forget to bring your blooming orchids
to our monthly show table.
The Ottawa Orchid Society meets every third Sunday of
every month from September to May inclusive
at 1:30 P.M. at the Tom Brown Arena, 141 Bayview, Ottawa.
Guests are welcome.
MEMBERSHIP: $25 from September 1 - August 31.
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EDITOR’S NOTE
On the Sunday of our January meeting, the Ottawa valley was hit with the perfect storm: strong, blowing
snow, low visibility, and flash freeze conditions. Temperatures were in the negative single-digits and
according to Environment Canada, the wind chill made it feel closer to -20. The OPP were urging drivers to
exercise “extreme caution” on roadways. Both the OPP and the Ottawa Police closed off various roads
and portions of major highways as whiteout conditions prevailed. What a day to hold our annual auction,
our single and biggest fund raising event of the year! Despite the weather, fifty-six members and visitors
showed up for our meeting. There were 68 items for auction ranging from a complete high pressure
sodium light kit (with bulb included), beautiful blooming orchids and divisions from select Phragmipediums,
to orchid journals, books on orchids, orchid jewellery and many other items including some brand new
items bought specifically by members for donation to our auction. We had a wonderful team handling the
auction: our “chef d'équipe”, Diane Aubry who coordinated the auction; Nancy Beaudry, Marie-Anne
Délye-Payette, and Isabelle Richard who tagged every item, recorded the results and collected money
from folks; our Society treasurer, Janet Johns; and, our auctioneer, Rick Sobkowicz. Thanks to these
folks, our generous donors, and our determined bidders, we raised $823.00! Cheques of $250 each are
being sent to the American Orchid Society (AOS) judging centers in Montreal and Toronto to support the
work done to train new judges and operate the centers. The balance ($323.00) will be used to offset some
of the expenses incurred to bring speakers from faraway places to our monthly meetings.

Above, from left: Auctioneer Rick Sobkowicz with Diane Aubry; Marie-Anne Délye-Payette, Isabelle
Richard, and Nancy Beaudry; and, a beautiful arrangement of a miniature Phalaenopsis orchid plant and
jewel orchid was the last item put up for auction.

Above, from left: Portion of items for auction; a beautiful Zygopetalum orchid hybrid up for bid; portion of
the auction table with orchid pin jewellery, books on various orchid topics, a light intensity meter, etc.; and,
table of auction plants including robust divisions of select Phragmipedium species and hybrids. (Photos
taken by Arlene Lang and Rick Sobkowicz.)
Everybody had a lot of fun. So, once again, heartfelt thanks to everyone who participated.

Rick Sobkowicz,
Spike Editor and Past President
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OOS SHOW OVERVIEW
Dave Cooper gave a brief recruiting pitch for Show volunteers outlining the different show functions our
volunteers perform. At the January and upcoming meetings, there will be a table with sign-up sheets for
the different show activities. If you have not already volunteered, do have a glance at the sign-up sheets
and sign up to help where you can. Many members are involved in more than one activity throughout the
three day period. This is a great way to get to know members better and to interact with people sharing a
common interest. Volunteers helping out with the show are admitted free of charge to the show and get a
chance to get a sneak preview of what vendors bring to sell.

Above from left: Dave Cooper is explaining the different Show positions filled: Co-Chair, Admissions, AOS
Photography, Chief Clerk, Facebook, Hospitality, Judges Lunch, Judges, Layout, Membership, OOS Plant
Sales, Orchid Care, Plant Hotel, Plant Exhibits and Vendors, Poster, Publicity and Printing, Registration,
Ribbons and Awards, Set up/Take down, Show Tours, Signs, Treasurer, Visitor Services and Website
Photography. Above on the right is a picture of “THE TABLE” with show sign-up sheets. If you have
signed up, GREAT! If not, please do consider helping out. If you would like more information with a specific
activity, speak to the Show Co-Chairs, Dave Cooper and Barbara Wysocka, or any one of the Show
Committee heads coordinating the activity of interest to you.

FEBRUARY GUEST SPEAKER
This February the Society will have the honour of hosting
Thomas Mirenda.
Tom Mirenda has been the Orchid Collection Specialist for the
Smithsonian Institution for the last 10 years. There he cares for and
curates an extremely diverse collection of orchid species and hybrids
from all over the world. His position includes developing and producing
huge educational exhibits using the collection plants that last up to 4
months and are visited by hundreds of thousands of visitors.
Trained originally as a Marine Biologist, Tom made the switch to plants and orchids in his late 20s while
living in Hawaii. Since then he has worked with orchids at the New York Botanical Garden, Brooklyn
Botanic Garden and an extensive private collection at Greentree Estate in Long Island. Tom was also the
floor manager at the New York International Orchid Show for many years during this period. For the last 6
years, Tom has contributed two columns each month for ORCHIDs magazine and is developing a new
book based on those writings. Tom travels frequently around the US and internationally making
presentations to diverse audiences, from scientists to the general public, about orchid ecology, pollination
biology, and strategies for orchid conservation. He is passionate about seeking collaboration between the
worlds of Botanic Gardens, the hobbyist community, commercial growers and scientists to work together
toward the goal of protecting orchids and their habitats. Currently working on a project to coordinate and
centralize North American orchid conservation efforts, Tom hopes to extend the influence to other parts of
the world where orchids are imperiled.
The subject of his talk will be Orchid Innovations of the Taiwanese.
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March Program
In March, the Ottawa Orchid Society has invited Terry Kowalczuk from Flora Peculia. Terry
specializes in the culture of Neofinetia falcata and other Asian orchids. Although Terry will bring plants for
sale, it would be preferable that members contact Terry and make advance arrangements for the plants
that you may want to add to your collection. When ordering from Flora Peculia, please mention that the
plants should be brought to our meeting in March. Flora Peculia web site can be found at:
http://florapeculia.ca/neofinetiafalcat.html

Books for Sale
The Society will offer the following books for sale in February.
The Cattleyas and their Relatives – The Epidendrums
Intriguing Masdevallias
A Culture Manual for Angraecoid Orchid Growers
Slipper Orchids – Breeding and Cultivating Paphiopedilum
The Genus Paphiopedilum
Growing Orchids – The Cattleyas and other Epiphytes

Vandas
Orchids for dummies
The Paphiopedilum Growers Grower’s Manual
Culture of the Phalaenopsis Orchid
Growing Orchids under Lights
AOS Handbook on Orchid Culture

NEW MEMBERS
A great big welcome to the following new members:
Erin Cassidy, Serenna Dastouri, Erika McNevin, and Yvonne Seeley,

VIRUS TESTING KIT FOR ORCHIDS
Sue Bowering of our Society is interested in ordering some immune strips from A & L
Laboratories in London, Ontario, to test a few of her orchids for possible virus and is wondering if anyone
in the Society would be interested in sharing the order. The test strips are sold in kits of 5 or 25. Each kit
contains individual test strips and pre-measured individual bags of test solution, so a club member would
only have to buy as many as he needs. A kit of 5 is $37.50, and a kit of 25 is $120.00, plus shipping,
handling and tax. If a kit of 25 is ordered, the cost per test will be between $6.50 and $7.00, whereas a kit
of just 5 will cost twice as much per test. Sue would like to order a kit of 25 but would not need that many
so would like to share the order with someone else. If interested, please contact Sue Bowering at 613832-2884 or sue.bowering@sympatico.ca .

Note found on website for A & L Canada Laboratories Incorporated, London,
Ontario: The two most common orchid viruses, Cymbidium mosaic virus and
Odontoglossum ringspot virus, are spread by humans, when propagating
plants or cutting flowers. Both viruses are very stable and can survive for a
long time on hands, cutting tools and other surfaces. Aphids and thrips can
spread other viruses that frequently infect orchids. Viral symptoms in orchids
vary greatly from cultivar to cultivar, and even from plant to plant.
Website: http://www.alcanada.com
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OOS Show Table for JANUARY 20, 2013
CLASS
Cattleya Alliance
judged by André Couture

PLACE
st
1

NAME
**Cattleya Cherry Fire (Cattleya
Hausermann's Firewings x Cattleya
Cherry Chip) x Rhyncholaeliocattleya
Boontime (Rhyncholaeliocattleya
Memoria Boon Klong x
Rhyncholaeliocattleya Ewart McDonald)
Cattleya trianae
**Cattleya (Syn. Lc.) Lilac Dream
Cattleya quadricolor
Paphiopedilum villosum

OWNER
Lynne Guimond &
Santos Peixe

**Paphiopedilum Freckles
'Cream Puff' HCC/AOS
Paphiopedilum gratrixianum
Phragmipedium Paul Eugene Conroy

Angèle Biljan

2
rd
3
st
1

nd

Phragmipedium schlimii
Phragmipedium Mantinii
Oncidium Sharry Baby 'Unicorn
Blackberries' HCC/AOS
or 'Unicorn Raspberry' HCC/AOS ??

Dirk de Snayer
Angèle Biljan
Angèle Biljan

nd

Cyrtocidium Kolibri
(Syn. Wilsonara)
Oncidium Twinkle
**Dendrobium Yellow Song 'Canary'
AM/AOS

Angèle Biljan

nd

Cypripedium Alliance
Paphiopedilum
judged by André Couture

2
rd
3
rd
3
st
1

nd

2

rd

Phragmipedium
judged by André Couture

Oncidium Alliance
judged by Marlene Young

3
st
1

2

rd

Dendrobium Alliance
judged by André Couture

3
st
1

nd

2

Angèle Biljan
Angèle Biljan
Angèle Biljan
Lynne Guimond &
Santos Peixe

Angèle Biljan
Angèle Biljan

Ann Smutylo
Janet Johns
Angèle Biljan

Dendrobium Hollywood
nd

**Dendrobium Victoria Pinky
(Dendrobium victoriae-reginae x
Dendrobium laevifolium)
**Dendrobium Spring Dream 'Kumiko'
AM/AOS
Doritaenopsis Tying Shin Champion
'Cinnamon'

David Kalb

nd

Phalaenopsis lobbii

David Kalb

rd

Phalaenopsis no name
peloric hybrid

Angèle Biljan

rd

Phalaenopsis no name white hybrid

Angèle Biljan

st

**Vandachostylis Azure (Rhynchostylis
gigantea x Vanda coerulea)
Vanda Pakchong Blue 'Kultana'
**Vanda Sansai Blue
**Cymbidium Minneken 'Pink Pearl'
HCC/AOS
**Cymbidium Sweetheart 'Elegance'
Oberonia setigera

Angèle Biljan

2

rd

3
Phalaenopsis/
Doritaenopsis
judged by Marlene Young

st

1

2
3
3
Vanda Alliance
judged by Marlene Young

1

nd

Cymbidium Alliance
judged by André Couture

2
rd
3
st
1

nd

Miniatures
judged by Marlene Young

2
st
1

Angèle Biljan
Suniti Pandi

Angèle Biljan
Angèle Biljan
Angèle Biljan
Angèle Biljan
Angèle Biljan
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nd

**Papilionanthe vandarum

Angèle Biljan

st

Cycnodes Taiwan Gold

nd

Trichoglottis amesiana

rd

**Pescatoria ecuadorana (Syn. Bollea)
Dendrochilum arachinites

Lynne Guimond &
Santos Peixe
Lynne Guimond &
Santos Peixe
Angèle Biljan
Terez Paksi

nd

Coelogyne Unchained Melody
Dendrochilum arachinites

Terez Paksi
Terez Paksi

Dendrochilum arachinites

Terez Paksi

2
Miscellaneous (1)
judged by Marlene Young

1
2

Miscellaneous (2)
judged by Marlene Young

3
st
1
2

Best in Show
judged by André Couture
and Marlene Young
Member's Choice
judged by Sue Bowering

All orchid plant names with ** have been either corrected or updated as shown above, from the original
information provided by the plant owner. Owners are requested to update or correct their plant name tags
accordingly.
All show table photos were taken by Arlene Lang unless otherwise indicated.

Above, from left: Best in Show winner Terez Paksi and her Dendrochilum arachinites. Below left, picture
of flower spikes of Dendrochilum arachinites. Below right, Sue Bowering selecting the Member’s Choice
winner, Terez Paksi’s Dendrochilum arachinites. All photos taken by Arlene Lang.
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Above, from left: Phragmipedium schlimii, Dirk de Snayer; Cattleya Cherry Fire x Rhyncholaeliocattleya
Boontime, Lynne Guimond and Santos Peixe; and, close up of Cattleya Cherry Fire x
Rhyncholaeliocattleya Boontime grown by Lynne Guimond and Santos Peixe.

Above, from left: Cattleya trianae, Angèle Biljan; Doritaenopsis Tying Shin Champion 'Cinnamon', Suniti
Pandi; Oncidium Twinkle, Ann Smutylo; and, Phragmipedium Paul Eugene Conroy, Angèle Biljan.

Above, from left: Coelogyne Unchained Melody, Terez Paksi; Dendrobium Victoria Pinky, David Kalb;
Paphiopedilum gratrixianum, Angèle Biljan; and, Dendrobium Yellow Song 'Canary' AM/AOS, Janet Johns.

Above, from left: Cymbidium Minneken 'Pink Pearl' HCC/AOS, Angèle Biljan along with close up of
blooms; and, Cattleya quadricolor, Angèle Biljan.
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Above, from left: Cymbidium Sweetheart 'Elegance', Angèle Biljan and close up of one of the blooms;
Vandachostylis Azure, Angèle Biljan; and, Paphiopedilum Freckles 'Cream Puff' HCC/AOS, Angèle Biljan.

Above, from left: Paphiopedilum villosum, Lynne Guimond and Santos Peixe; Oncidium Sharry Baby
'Unicorn Blackberries' HCC/AOS or 'Unicorn Raspberry' HCC/AOS ??, Angèle Biljan; and, Phalaenopsis
lobbii, David Kalb.

Above, from left: Vanda Pakchong Blue 'Kultana', Angèle Biljan; Phalaenopsis no name peloric
hybrid, Angèle Biljan; Vanda Sansai Blue, Angèle Biljan; and, Papilionanthe vandarum, Angèle Biljan.

Above, from left: Cattleya (Syn. Lc.) Lilac Dream, Angèle Biljan; Phalaenopsis no name white
hybrid, Angèle Biljan; Pescatoria ecuadorana (Syn. Bollea), Angèle Biljan; and, Dendrobium
Hollywood, Angèle Biljan.
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Above, from left: Trichoglottis amesiana, Lynne Guimond and Santos Peixe along with close up of
Trichoglottis amesiana; Phragmipedium Mantinii, Angèle Biljan; and, Dendrobium Spring Dream 'Kumiko'
AM/AOS, Angèle Biljan.

Above, from left: Cycnodes Taiwan Gold, Lynne Guimond and Santos Peixe; Cyrtocidium Kolibri (Syn.
Wilsonara), Angèle Biljan; and, Oberonia setigera, Angèle Biljan (two views).

Above, from left: Phragmipedium Hanne Papow ‘P.J.’, Angèle Biljan; Paphiopedilum Vanguard, Lynne
Guimond and Santos Peixe (Editor’s note: The fluff below the right petal is cotton fluff from the packing
material used to protect the flowers from damage during transport.); Epi. Cattleya no name, José Rauda;
and, BC. Pastoral ‘Innocence’ AM/JOGA, Angèle Biljan. Above four photos taken by Rick Sobkowicz.

*******************************************
BLOOMING ORCHIDS REQUIRED FOR OOS EXHIBIT AT SOOS SHOW
Our Society Vice President, Barbara Wysocka, has volunteered to drive down to Toronto to erect
an Ottawa Orchid Society exhibit at the upcoming Southern Ontario Orchid Society Annual Show
th
(February 16-17 ) at the Toronto Botanical Gardens. Barbara requires blooming orchids from members to
erect a Society exhibit.
If you have blooming orchids you could lend Barbara for the exhibit, please contact Barbara by phone
(home # is 613-237-0494) or by e-mail ( ek345@ncf.ca ). Plants may be dropped off at Barbara’s home by
Wednesday, February 13, 2013 unless other arrangements are made with Barbara. Her address is 32
Thornton Avenue in Ottawa (the Glebe area, 1 block south of Fifth Avenue, 2 blocks west of Bank Street).
Barbara asks that you call before coming to make sure that someone is at home to receive your plant(s).
Many thanks to those who can help out. Your contribution is very much appreciated.
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In 2013
Feb 16-17

Southern Ontario Orchid Society (SOOS) Annual Show and Sale, Toronto Botanical
Garden,777 Lawrence Avenue East at Leslie Street, Toronto http://www.soos.ca/ . There
is a $2 off coupon on the show price admittance to be found on the SOOS website.

Feb 22-24

Orchid Society of Alberta "Orchid Fair", at Grant MacEwan College South Campus,
7319-29th Avenue, Edmonton. For more information, http://www.orchidsalberta.com/

Feb. 23

Montreal Judging Centre, Monthly Judging at Jardin Botanique de Montréal, 4101 rue
Sherbrooke est, Montréal

March 2-3

Orchid Society of the Royal Botanical Gardens Annual Show, 680 Plains Road,
Burlington, Ont. See http://www.osrbg.ca

March 22-24

The Vancouver Orchid Society Annual Show at the Van Dusen Botanical Garden,
5251 Oak St., Vancouver BC. http://www.vancouverorchidsociety.ca/

March 22-24

The Manitoba Orchid Society Annual Show and Sale at the Assiniboine Park
Conservatory, 15 Conservation Drive, Winnipeg, Manitoba . The COC will also be
having its Annual Meeting. For more information, please email:
secondvp@manitobaorchidsociety.ca
http://manitobaorchidsociety.ca/main_mos/in dex.php

March 23-24

Les Orchidophiles de Montréal Orchidexpo at Collège de Maisonneuve, 2700
Bourbonnière St., Montréal, for more see http://orchidophiles.qc.ca/

April 13-14

The Annual Toronto Artistic Orchid Association Show at the Centre for Information
and Community Service (CICS), 2330 Midland Avenue, Scarborough, Ontario. For more
info go to info.taoa@yahoo.ca or http://www.taoa.ca/

April 20-21

Ottawa Orchid Society’s 32 Annual Show and Sale, Nepean Sportsplex, 1701
Woodroffe Ave., Ottawa, Ontario. Saturday, noon to 5:00 pm; Sunday, 9:00 am to 5:00
pm. Further details to be announced via this newsletter and on our website,
www.ottawaorchidsociety.com . Many thanks to Dave Cooper who created and produced
the show posters shown below in both French and English.

nd
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In 2013
May 21-June 1 Bruce Peninsula Orchid Festival, see http://www.orchidfest.ca/

In 2014
The 21st World Orchid Conference will take place in 2014 in the vibrant city of Johannesburg, South Africa
at the world class Sandton Convention Centre.

In 2017
The 22nd World Orchid Conference will be held in Guayaquil, Ecuador.

*******************************************
Subject: AOS Corner - January 2013
From: Lynn Fuller [ mlfuller@comcast.net ]

AOS Orchids online! As I mentioned last month, the magazine Orchids is now available online. All AOS
members are able to access the digital magazine by logging on to the AOS website using their current
user name and password; then click on the link to view the magazine. It is portable; it may be download
each month and available to read offline. It may be printed – as many pages as needed. No more waiting
on the mail to see the new magazine each month. Each month will be readily available before the print
copy is mailed.
If you are not a member of AOS, we invite you to join us. For the cost of a domestic membership ($65 per
year) in the AOS you will receive the digital version no matter where you are. Remember, one years’
membership includes the twelve magazines per year, access to the members’ only section of the website,
free or discounted admission to more than 200 botanical gardens and arboreta, the annual Orchid Source
Directory, discounts at select orchid vendors and back issues of AOS publications as well as being part of
a worldwide orchid community who share your passion for orchids. For exact cost of digital and print
memberships, check the website at www.aos.org. Non US delivery of magazines may be part of your
subscription basically for the additional cost of mailing.
$50,000 for Orchid Research
The AOS is soliciting its members and the general public for practical or applied orchid research ideas that
could be immediately used by hobbyists and commercial growers. The ideas will be reviewed and the
winners will become proposals to be sent to various universities or institutions of higher learning. The
AOS has received this generous donation that will be used to fund the research at the institution(s)
submitting the proposal(s). Send your ideas to ideas@aos.org. No idea is too “far out.” Please note,
however, that submitting the idea to the AOS does not qualify for any of the research grant. The grants
will be disbursed only to established research institutions.
AOS in San Diego – March 21-23, 2013
The Spring Members’ and Trustees’ meetings will be held in conjunction with the San Diego County Orchid
Show being held March 21-23, 2013 at the Scottish Rite Temple in San Diego, California. Join the AOS to
attend the meetings, its traditional banquet, auction, elections and reorganization meeting by registering at
www.aos.org. The registration fee for AOS attendees includes admission into the show for the weekend.
Speaker and vendor information may be found on the society website at www.sdorchids.com.
Lynn Fuller, Chair
AOS Affiliated Societies Committee
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INTERESTED TO EXHIBIT AT OUR UPCOMING OOS ANNUAL SHOW?
If you would like to participate as an exhibitor or vendor at our coming April show, you must indicate your
interest to the appropriate show organizer and submit a registration form. The appropriate forms may be
found on our Society web site under “2013 Show Information” or by clicking on the following link:
http://www.ottawaorchidsociety.com/2010show.html . The same form may be used to register an orchid
exhibit, an educational display or to register as a vendor. Please submit your registration form to Rick
Sobkowicz at the address provided on the form. If you wish to exhibit in the Art Galleria portion of our
show, please use the form for Artwork Exhibits. This form must be sent to Jane Logan.
There is no fee to participate as an exhibitor. If you wish to participate as a vendor, sale tables are
provided at a cost of $200 per eight foot table. Details on participating vendors will be posted on our
Society website in March and in our March and April newsletter. So register early if you plan to attend as a
vendor and you wish to receive the widest possible advertising coverage.
Attention Society members: Many of the vendors coming to our show can only bring a small quantity of
what they have in stock. If you are looking for something in particular or a particular sized plant, you are
encouraged to contact the vendor direct (by e-mail or by phone) to see if they have what you are looking
for. Doing so will minimize disappointments for all concerned at show time. If the vendor has what you are
want and can include your order with his show stock, you can save the cost of shipping, handling, and the
fee for any special documentation the vendor may be required to secure if shipping your order as a
separate mail item. Avoid being told by a vendor “… if I had known what you wanted, I could have brought
it to the show”.

*******************************************
SOCIETY ELECTIONS IN MAY
This upcoming May, we will be holding our biannual elections for President, Vice President, Treasurer and
Secretary. Janet Johns has already indicated that she does not want to continue in her role as Society
Treasurer, a function she came to hold when no one else in the Society volunteered to take on this
important Board function. We are hopeful that a Society member in good standing steps forward to take on
this role.
If anyone is interested in nominating candidates or running for any one of the four aforementioned
positions, please speak to or contact Rick Sobkowicz who is heading the Nomination Committee. Further
information will appear in the April Spike along with a Nomination Form. For a detailed job description of
the individual positions coming up for election, click on the following link:
http://www.ottawaorchidsociety.com/jobdescriptions.html , place your cursor on the specific position and
click to open the detailed job description.

*******************************************
A very happy New Year to all our Chinese friends and others celebrating
February 10, 2013, the Year of the Snake.

Deadline for submission of articles and photographs for March 2013 Spike is March 1, 2013.
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