Newsletter of the Ottawa Orchid Society
www.ottawaorchidsociety.com
Board of Directors
President / Editor:
Rick Sobkowicz
613-825-0827
ricksobkowicz@rogers.com
Vice President:
Gerry Duffield

819-684-8487

G.J.Duffield@sympatico.ca
Treasurer:
Sylvie Girard
613-829-5857
sylviegirard@msn.com

February 2011
ANNUAL AUCTION
Sunday, February 20th, 2011 @ 1:30 pm
Tom Brown Arena, 141 Bayview, Ottawa
This month is our annual auction so come one, COME ALL to bid and
get some great buys! Donations to the auction table will be welcomed!

Secretary & Publicity:
Janet Johns
613-749-0614
johnjns@sympatico.ca
Membership:
Vicki Thomson
davic@magma.ca

613--523-7332

Librarian:
Emerson Harkin
613-823-5607
eharkin@rogers.com
Program:
Julie Mertens
613-858-5311
julie_mertens@videotron.ca
Show Chairman / Webmaster:
David Cooper
613-256-2853
orchidae@storm.ca
Past President:
Anna Bilsky
613-728-4202
humbil@rogers.com
COC Representative
Jean Hollebone
613-226-2395
jhollebone@sympatico.ca
AOS Representative
Margaret Haydon
613-825-0827
Conservation Representative:
Marilyn Light
819-776-2655
mlight@igs.net
Mailing address:
Ottawa Orchid Society
P.B. 38038,
1430 Prince of Wales Drive
Ottawa, ON K2C 1N0

Going once, going

twice, SOLD!

Come to our annual auction this Sunday and get some great orchids, fabulous
orchid books, AOS Bulletins packed with invaluable information, orchid
growing equipment that will be “new to you” at a fraction of retail price, orchid
jewellery, orchid art work (watercolors, photos, prints, etcetera) and lots, lots
more. It’s a great time to have a lot of fun and recycle things you may no
longer want but will be enjoyed by buyers. The money raised will help support
our Society and activities supported by the OOS. Bring your friends, bring
your socks of loonies and toonies and be a part of a wonderful happening.
There will be no ORCHIDS 201 this month.
Don’t forget to bring your blooming orchids for display on the monthly show
table.

The Ottawa Orchid
Society meets every third Sunday of
every month from September to May inclusive
at 1:30 P.M. at the Tom Brown Arena, 141 Bayview, Ottawa.
Guests are welcome
MEMBERSHIP: $25 from September 1 - August 31.

A NOTE FROM THE PRESIDENT (AND EDITOR)
February 3, 2011 is the start of the Year of the Rabbit. To all our members of Chinese background
and others celebrating this time, HAPPY NEW YEAR!
Last month, thanks to Julie Mertens, the Ottawa Orchid Society hosted the American Orchid Society
(AOS) judging team from Montreal who very kindly moved their January judging session from
Montreal to our January meeting to give our members an insight into how orchids are evaluated for
AOS awards. Thank you to all the members of the judging team who participated and special thanks
to Julie who prepared a delicious buffet for all the judges before the start of our Sunday meeting.
Thanks to our photographer, Arlene Lang, we have a wonderful photograph of the judging team (shown below). From left to right:
Michel Tremblay, Joyce Medcalf, Marlene Young, André Lévesque, Howard Ginsberg, Judy Adams, André Couture and Denise
Tremblay. Missing is Viateur Boutot who looks after the Montreal AOS judging library.

In the picture above, Marlene Young is holding one of her two AOS awarded lycastes. Judy Adams is holding Marlene’s other
AOS awarded lycaste. Michel Tremblay is holding the Dendrochilum smithianum owned by Mario Mireault that won the third of
the three AOS awards given at our meeting. André Couture had the challenging task of counting the number of blooms on the
Dendrochilum smithianum. The count exceeded a thousand blooms! The AOS certificate gives the exact number thanks to
André. Further on in this Spike are close up pictures of Marlene’s lycastes taken by Michael MacConaill, the AOS Award
photographer. The blooms are stunning!
Our annual auction is this Sunday. This is a great activity. In years past we have had a lot of fun auctioning some beautiful
orchids and many other things of interest to orchid growers and orchid enthusiasts. However, to hold an auction, we need things
from members for folks to bid on. You are encouraged to donate items that our members would be interested to bid on. If you are
thinking of downsizing your collection, reducing the size of some of your plants, getting rid of books and journals you may no
longer be interested in keeping, or wondering what to do with your unwanted plants and grow equipment, think of the Society and
bring these plants and whatever else you no longer want to our auction table before we start our meeting at 1:30 pm. With your
kind donations and spirited bidding, we hope to raise funds to pay for some of our Society expenses and some of the activities
members have come to enjoy or are important to us as an orchid organization and AOS affiliate. We hope to have fun at this
auction and, who knows, you may be the successful bidder on some fantastic plants at some really great prices!
See you Sunday!

Rick Sobkowicz,
President and Spike Editor
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ORCHID SOCIETY OF GREAT BRITAIN JOURNAL
Margaret Haydon would like to inform members who participated in a group subscription for the Orchid Society of
Great Britain Journal that she has received the latest journal (Vol.60 No.1 February-March April 2011). Margaret will
bring these journals to the February meeting for members to pick up.

MEALYBUGS ON ORCHIDS Jan.,Feb., Mar. 2011 ISSUE OF THE ORCHID DIGEST
Margaret Haydon advises that there is an excellent article written by Dr. Paul J. Johnson on long-tailed
mealybugs on orchids in the latest Orchid Digest. The article is 8 pages in length and is most up-todate and easy-to-read. The article provides a brief overview of the problem, how to identify mealybugs,
their life cycle, how to manage the problem, biological controls, use of rubbing alcohol, repotting, the
value of oils, soaps, and sterilants, the role of insecticides, growth regulators, and final considerations.
Johnson describes treatments in a very clear, practical and relevant manner. If you don’t know what a
mealybug looks like, Johnson has included some excellent photographs. This is a “must read” article.
The Ottawa Orchid Society subscribes to this journal. Copies of The Orchid Digest are held in the
Society library. Margaret will bring her personal copy for brief viewing.
If you wish to buy this specific issue from the Orchid Digest, individual issues for 2010 and 2011 cost
$10 US each plus shipping and handling (~$8.00 US for surface mail postage). If you wish to become
a member of the Orchid Digest, membership is $55 US for one year, $100 US for two years. Your
membership includes receiving The Orchid Digest. If you would like to read more about this excellent organization, go to
http://www.orchiddigest.com .

20th WORLD ORCHID CONGRESS IN SINGAPORE – NOV. 13-16TH, 2011
Terry Kennedy of Orchids in Our Tropics sent your editor the following e-mail.
From: Terry Kennedy [ mailto: ourtropics@sympatico.ca ]
Sent: February-15-11 12:21 PM
Subject: 20th WOC
Hello fellow orchidists. The 20th WOC in Singapore is coming up soon, Nov.13-16. Some of you are planning to go.
I (with co-conspirators) am working on a trip that will include Singapore and then a tour of China. Many expressed
interest when it was mentioned so I am sending some details. We will begin booking the first week of March. It
would be great if you could let members of your society know about this trip. Number is limited but we do have room
for a few more. Nov 9, leave Toronto. For those that want to judge they must be there for Nov 11. Nov 16 we leave
for China. Nov 27 we return to Canada.
I have attached the itinerary for China. Looks like the total cost will be about $5000 or a little more. IT IS A CHANCE
OF A LIFETIME!! Travel with greatest people. If you are interested and for more information contact me (Terry).
Hope you will join us.
Terry
(Editor’s note: At the end of this newsletter – and only on the digital version of Spike – you will find an
itinerary on the trip through China. If this trip is of interest to you, let me know as I have other attachments
for you from Terry & others not included in Spike. You can contact Terry by e-mail at the address above or
call 1-905-727-3319.)

2010 OOS SHOW PHOTOS ON SOCIETY’S WEB SITE
Arlene Lang has been busy working on the numerous photographs she took at our April 2010 annual show.
She has been consulting with Joyce Medcalf to correctly spell the name of every orchid identified. Arlene
then sent these photos and other images to our web master, Dave Cooper, who put them up on the Society’s web
site. Dave has done an excellent job linking the photos with the names on the show judging results. You can now
view (see http://www.ottawaorchidsociety.com/RibbonAwards_2010.htm) every entry for which a photograph exists.
There are many stunning pictures. You may even find one of your own plants or exhibit if it won a ribbon or award at
our show. Below is a sampling of the photos on the Society’s web site.
Great work, Arlene, Joyce, and Dave! This is a first for any orchid society that hosts a show.
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OOS Show Table for JANUARY, 16, 2011
CLASS AND JUDGE

PLACE

Cattleya Alliance
judged by Viateur Boutot
and Jean Hollebone

1

Cymbidium Alliance
judged by Viateur Boutot
and Jean Hollebone

Cypripedium Alliance
Paphiopedilum
judged by Viateur Boutot

Phragmipedium
judged by Viateur Boutot
and Jean Hollebone

Oncidium Alliance judged
by Viateur Boutot and Jean
Hollebone

NAME

OWNER

st

Laelia anceps 'The Best'

Angèle Biljan

nd

none
Cattleya percivaliana 'Summit' FCC/AOS
*Cymbidium Green Apple

Angèle Biljan
Rita Shand

2
rd
3
st
1

nd

Cymbidium Nokia ?
Cymbidium Sweetheart 'Elegance'
*Paphiopedilum Zampa (Paphiopedilum
hirsutissimum x Paphiopedilum Leeanum)

Rita Shand
Angèle Biljan
Angèle Biljan

nd

Paphiopedilum Global Challenger
Paphiopedilum (Formosa Lady x Moustache)
Paphiopedilum micranthum
Paphiopedilum sukhakulii
Paphiopedilum venustum
Phragmipedium Cape Sunset

Janet Johns
André Couture
Janet Lang
Jean Hollebone
Marie Gauthier
Helgi Fatovic

nd

Phragmipedium schlimii
Phragmipedium Memoria Dick Clements
*Trichocentrum cavendishianum ( syn. Oncidium
cavendishianum)

Marilyn Light
Angèle Biljan
Manfred Hey

nd

*Brassidium Wild Warrior 'Cheiftain' HCC/AOS
Brassidium Shooting Star 'Maui Meteor'
AM/AOS
Oncidium Twinkle
none

Lynne Guimond & Santos Peixe
Angèle Biljan

nd

Dendrobium Aussie's Chip
none

Angèle Biljan

nd

*Doritaenopsis (Ching Ann Diamond x Taisuco
Pixie)
Phalaenopsis Nobby's Amy
Neofinetia falcata

Angèle Biljan

st

*Cattleya cernua (syn Sophronitis cernua)

Angèle Biljan

nd

Dendrobium cuthbertsonii
Sophronitis species
Lycaste Rainbow Cocktail (Lycaste Shonan
Beat x Lycaste Chita Sunset) 'Merlot' AM/AOS

David Kalb
Angèle Biljan
Marlene Young

2

nd

Marlene Young

2

nd

Lycaste Pamela Annan-Brady (Lycaste Hardie x
Lycaste Shoalhaven) HCC/AOS
Lycaste Always (Lycaste skinneri x Lycaste
Sunrise) X self
Lycaste cochleata
Propetalum Mathina

Cycnodes Taiwan Gold
Coelogyne Unchained Melody
Dendrochilum tenellum 'Julia Colleen' CCE/AOS
*Pescatoria hirtzii (syn Bollea hirtzii)

Lynne Guimond & Santos Peixe
Terez Paksi
Theresa Lafleur
Angèle Biljan

2
rd
3
st
1

2
nd
2
nd
2
rd
3
rd
3
st
1

2
rd
3
st
1

2
rd
3
rd

Dendrobium Alliance
judged by Viateur Boutot
and Jean Hollebone
Phalaenopsis Alliance
judged by Viateur Boutot
and Jean Hollebone

3
st
1

2
st
1

2

rd

Vanda Alliance
judged by Viateur Boutot
and Jean Hollebone
Miniature
judged by Viateur Boutot
and Jean Hollebone

Lycaste Alliance
judged by Viateur Boutot
and Jean Hollebone

3
rd
3

1

2
rd
3
st
1

rd

Miscellaneous
judged by Viateur Boutot
and Judy Adams

3
st
1

nd

2
nd
2
rd
3
rd
3

Marie Gauthier

Angèle Biljan
Angèle Biljan

Lynne Guimond & Santos Peixe
Marilyn Light
Jean Hollebone
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Novice judged by Viateur
Boutot and Jean Hollebone
Best in Show judged by
AOS judges present
Member's Choice
judged by Rick Sobkowicz

1

st

*Phalaenopsis Jiaho's Pink Girl

Roberta Woods

Lycaste Rainbow Cocktail (Lycaste Shonan Beat
x Lycaste Chita Sunset) 'Merlot' AM/AOS
Phragmipedium Cape Sunset

Marlene Young
Helgi Fatovic

Please note that all plant names shown with an * indicate a correction or change has been made to the name on the
plant owner’s name tag. Winners please make changes to your plant name tags where corrections or other changes
have been made.
Thanks to our show table judges, all the members who brought their blooming orchids to the show table, Joyce Medcalf for
providing the show table results and correcting or updating the names of owners’ plants, and Jean Hollebone, our show table
coordinator. Congratulations to all the winners for well grown and beautiful plants on this month’s show table.

Above from left, Marlene Young with her Best of Show table winner, Lycaste Rainbow Cocktail (Lycaste Shonan Beat x Lycaste
Chita Sunset) 'Merlot' AM/AOS; Helgi Fatovic next to a picture of her Member’s Choice winner, Phragmipedium Cape Sunset.
Photos by Arlene Lang.

Above from left: Propetalum Mathina - Jean Hollebone; Phalaenopsis Jiaho's Pink Girl - Roberta Woods; Phragmipedium
schlimii - Marilyn Light; and, Paphiopedilum micranthum - Janet Lang. Photos by Arlene Lang.

Above from left: Paphiopedilum sukhakulii - Jean Hollebone; Laelia anceps 'The Best' - Angèle Biljan; Cymbidium Green
Apple - Rita Shand; and, Cattleya cernua - Angèle Biljan.Photos by Arlene Lang.
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Above from left: Paphiopedilum Zampa - Angèle Biljan; Oncidium Twinkle - Marie Gauthier; Trichocentrum cavendishianum Manfred Hey; and, Paphiopedilum Global Challenger - Janet Johns. Photos by Arlene Lang.

Above from left: Brassidium Wild Warrior 'Chieftain' HCC/AOS - Lynne Guimond & Santos Peixe; Coelogyne Unchained
Melody - Terez Paksi; and, Phragmipedium Memoria Dick Clements - Angèle Biljan . Photos by Arlene Lang.

Above from left: Lycaste Pamela Annan-Brady HCC/AOS - Marlene Young (second of Marlene's plants pulled for AOS judging);
Cymbidium Nokia ? - Rita Shand; Paphiopedilum Formosa Lady x Paphiopedilum Moustache - André Couture; and,
Dendrochilum tenellum 'Julia Colleen' CCE/AOS - Theresa Lafleur. Photos by Arlene Lang.

Above from left: Lycaste Always X self - Lynne Guimond & Santos Peixe; Lycaste cochleata - Marilyn Light; and, Paphiopedilum
venustum - Marie Gauthier. Photos by Arlene Lang.
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Above from left: Cymbidium Sweetheart 'Elegance' - Angèle Biljan; Sophronitis species - Angèle Biljan; and, Cattleya
percivaliana 'Summit' FCC/AOS - Angèle Biljan. Photos by Arlene Lang.

Above from left: Cycnodes Taiwan Gold - Lynne Guimond & Santos Peixe; Dendrobium cuthbertsonii - David Kalb;
Doritaenopsis Ching Ann Diamond x Doritaenopsis Taisuco Pixie - Angèle Biljan; and, Brassidium Shooting Star 'Maui
Meteor' AM/AOS - Angèle Biljan. Photos by Arlene Lang.

Phalaenopsis Nobby's Amy - Angèle Biljan; Neofinetia falcata - Angèle Biljan; and, Pescatoria hirtzii - Angèle Biljan. Photos
by Arlene Lang.

AMERICAN ORCHID SOCIETY (AOS) JUDGING AT JANUARY SOCIETY MEETING
On the left, André Lévesque (standing), the Head
Judge of the Toronto Supplemental Judging Center
in Montreal, has introduced the members of the
judging team. He is explaining what will be taking
place. Normally, AOS judging is held in Montreal at
the Montreal Botanical Gardens or at AOS
sanctioned orchid shows. Recently, as part of an
initiative to educate orchid enthusiasts, the judging
team in Montreal is giving presentations to a number
of orchid societies to explain the AOS judging
process.
We were fortunate to have quite a number of quality
plants on our January show table. Five plants were
evaluated by the judges. Four plants were pulled
from our show table: Helgi Fatovic’s Phragmipedium
Cape Sunset, Roberta Woods’ Phalaenopsis Jiaho's
Pink Girl, and Marlene Young’s two lycastes.
The fifth plant evaluated, a Dendrochilum
smithianum 'Micheline Gaudreau',came from
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Montreal and belongs to Mario Mireault. The following plants were awarded: Marlene Young’s Lycaste Pamela Annan-Brady
'Louise' HCC/AOS and Lycaste Rainbow Cocktail 'Merlot' AM/AOS and from Montreal, the Dendrochilum smithianum 'Micheline
Gaudreau' CCM/AOS belonging to Mario Mireault. The two lycaste flower photos below were taken by Michael MacConaill,
AOS Award Photographer, Montréal Judging Center, for AOS record purposes. Arlene Lang photographed Michael in action
(below) photographing the awarded Dendrochilum smithianum 'Micheline Gaudreau' CCM/AOS. A close up of the Dendrochilum
smithianum 'Micheline Gaudreau' CCM/AOS is shown below.
Lyc. Rainbow Cocktail 'Merlot' AM/AOS

Lyc. Pamela Annan-Brady 'Louise' HCC/AOS

Dendrochilum smithianum 'Micheline Gaudreau' CCM/AOS

OOS PARTICIPATION AT TORONTO ORCHID SHOW – FEB. 12-13, 2011
Thanks to the involvement of André Couture, Joyce Medcalf and Marlene Young,
the Ottawa Orchid Society participated at the recent Southern Ontario Orchid
th
Society Annual Orchid Show held in Toronto this past February 12-13 with a
society exhibit. Our trio erected a beautiful display in the class of 1-10 flowering
plants grown by amateurs. Our society exhibit won the Best in Class Award. Well
done, André, Joyce, and Marlene!
Thanks to Angele Biljan, Margaret Haydon, Janet Johns, and Joyce Medcalf for
allowing a few of their precious orchids to be taken to Toronto for this fabulous
show.
In addition to the class award, the following ribbons were awarded:
1st- Pleurothallis alveolata - Joyce Medcalf
2nd- Pleurothallis eumecocaulon- Joyce Medcalf
A special thanks to Joyce for driving all the way from Lansdowne to Ottawa to pick
up the plants on Wednesday and then driving back to Ottawa the following Monday
to return the plants to our members in Ottawa.
All the photographs provided of the OOS exhibit and our members’ plants were
taken by Joyce Medcalf.
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Above, from left, Lepanthes niesseniae, Dendrobium uncatum 'South Pacific', and Pleurothallis alveolata. All these

plants belong to Joyce Medcalf.

Above, from left, Paphiopedilum Global Challenger - Janet Johns; Dendrobium Rainbow Dance 'Pink' - Angèle Biljan; and,
Paphiopedilum Saint Swithin - Margaret Haydon.
Far far left, Dendrobium tetragonum - Angèle
Biljan and Pleurothallis eumecocaulon - Joyce
Medcalf .
There are a number of upcoming orchid shows.
Read on to see when and where these shows
are being held. If we do not have volunteers
erecting a Society exhibit at a particular show
and you would like to do so, please contact our
Vice President, Gerry Duffield. Participation at
these shows are a lot of fun, you make a lot of
friends, see orchids you may not see at our own
show, and you can buy choice orchids and the latest of hybrids that you may not be able to otherwise acquire. The Society
reimburses volunteers the expense of getting to and coming back from these out-of-town shows and this includes any overnight
accommodations volunteers need to acquire.

OTTAWA ORCHID SOCIETY’S UPCOMING 30th ANNUAL SHOW – APRIL 23-24th, 2011
Marlene Young, who is looking after show publicity with several other Society members, submitted the following to
give you a glimpse into who is doing what on the Show’s publicity committee. A lot of helpers are working
individually and collectively and contributing in varying measure. When you roll all this effort together, you have a
great team exerting a remarkable force. Everyone is having fun, enjoying the comraderie, and looking to an event
that will be enjoyed by members and the general public. If you would like to volunteer your services or make a
contribution to other areas of the show, sign up! Volunteers are welcome and your contribution will make a
difference.
Marlene’s tidbits on the publicity team:
Dave Cooper, Show Co-Chairman, encourages thinking outside the box. Dave Thomson, the other Show Co-Chair,
can give you a list in a nano second! Geraldine Hebert works with the newspapers and insures that our ads have
maximum impact. Did you know that the ad should be on odd numbered pages? Marcel Carrière works with the tv
and radio stations. Timing is key as well as submitting the right info. The right man for the job here! Barbara
Wysocka is our 'speaker of the house' on radio and television. Janet Lang's patience with proofing our show poster
and raising a kind and giving daughter has been tremendously appreciated. Arlene Lang's keen eye for detail results
in some of the most professional posters and ad designs we have ever had. Margaret Haydon and Rick Sobkowicz
have written up a promotional news article about orchid shows that will be going into rural newspapers. André
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Couture has acquired approval from the T & T Supermarket (a huge Chinese supermarket on Hunt Club Road and

Riverside) for a handout promotional blitz on the weekend before the show. Glenn Hansen will be pitch hitting at T &
T Supermarket with handouts. He won’t go hungry. T&T Supermarket has a great take-out food counter with yummy
dim sum foods and other oriental yummies. Marilyn Light has been contributing as a guiding 'light' to 38 horticultural
societies that have been invited and have been sent posters. Julie Mertens is our 'go to' person for solutions and
ideas. Marie Gauthier's enthusiasm for working on Facebook and YouTube contributions has been invaluable.
Michael Lum worked an overnighter to get us the Chinese translation of our show poster. Florist and garden centers
will be contacted to insert promotional handouts on our show with their sales.
Great work, everyone!

UPCOMING EVENTS – 2011
Feb 25-27

Orchid Society of Alberta (OSA) Orchid Fair 2011at Grant MacEwan College South Campus, 7319- 29 Avenue,
Edmonton. The show will feature spectacular orchid displays, orchid vendors from Canada, the United States
and Asia, and free seminars on orchid growing and related topics. This year, the OSA is also proud to host the
Canadian Orchid Congress Annual Meeting in conjunction with our show. For more information, e-mail
info@orchidsalberta.com, or check the OSA website, www.orchidsalberta.com

March 3-6

Victoria Orchid Society Show in the Student Union Building, University of Victoria. Show Chair is Svend
Munkholm redvikingorchids@telus.net. http://victoriaorchidsociety.ca/

March 19-20

London Orchid Society at the Mother Teresa Catholic Secondary School, 1065 Sunningdale Road East,
London, Ontario. For show information: http://los.lon.imag.net/losshows.asp (OOS member(s) needed to set
up OOS exhibit)

March 25-27

The Manitoba Orchid Society Annual Show and Sale at the Assiniboine Park Conservatory. For more
information, email: secondvp@manitobaorchidsociety.ca http://manitobaorchidsociety.ca/index.php

April 9-10

Les Orchidophiles de Montreal Orchidexpo, College de Maisonneuve. Montreal. See mor-pol@sympatico.ca
(OOS member(s) needed to set up OOS exhibit)

April 16-17

Les Orchidophiles de Québec at the Pavillon Envirotron, Hochelaga, Sainte Foy, Quebec.

April 16-17

The Annual Toronto Artistic Orchid Association (TAOA) Show, Chinese Cultural Centre, 5183
Sheppard Ave East, email: Louisa Fung at louisafung@rogers.com (OOS member(s) needed to set up OOS
exhibit)

April 23-24

The Ottawa Orchid Society Show at the Nepean Sportsplex, 1701 Woodroffe Avenue, Nepean, Ontario.
Contact Dave Cooper (613-256-2853; orchidae@storm.ca) http://www.ottawaorchidsociety.com Society
volunteers needed. The work on the Society exhibit is being co-ordinated by Marie Gauthier and Jean
Hollebone. Marie and Jean will require blooming orchids from Society members.

Aug 7

SOOS Summerfest at the Toronto Botanical Gardens. All orchidists welcome.

Sept 24-25

The Central Ontario Orchid Society, Cambridge Hespeler Arena, 640 Ellis Road, Cambridge.

Oct 22-23

Eastern Canada Orchid Society, Hotel Espresso & Conference Center, Montreal. Phone 514-684-3904

Oct 28-30

Orchid Society of the Royal Botanical Gardens, Burlington. fodens@sympatico.ca

Nov. 14-23

World Orchid Conference, Singapore 2011, “Where Old and New Orchids Meet”. Start planning now.
http://www.20woc.com.sg./site/

************
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Trip Proposal: CHINA
The following is an outline of your trip itinerary.
Please note that local conditions may require changes or adjustments that are beyond our control.
Civilized Adventures and our local ground operators will do our best to ensure that all activities are included as originally proposed. We
appreciate your understanding that travel can require your patience and good humour!

Date

Meals

Services
Note: quoted prices are subject to any increases in cost due to circumstances beyond our control (i.e.
airfare or fuel increases/ surcharges, fluctuations of currency, park fees, taxes, etc.).

Map – showing Beijing, Xi’an, Shanghai, Suzhou, and Zhangjiajie
OPTION #2 W/Guilin and Yangshuo
Day 1

D

ARRIVE BEIJING
Upon arrival in Beijing you are met at the airport and transferred to the 4 star Holiday Inn Beijing –
Temple of Heaven where you will stay for the next 3 nights. The remainder of the day is at your
leisure.
Beijing, the capital of the People's Republic of China is the nation's political, cultural, scientific and
educational heart as well as a key transportation hub. The city has many places of historic interest and
architectural/scenic beauty.

Buffet dinner at hotel
Overnight at Temple of Heaven

Day 2

B, D

BEIJING
After breakfast you will visit Tian’anmen Square and the Forbidden city. Tian’anmen Square, especially, is the
heart and soul of Beijing. When something happens – good or bad – the Chinese flock to the square. Now
centuries old, it’s one of the largest squares in the world.
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The Forbidden City was the Chinese imperial palace from the
Ming Dynasty to the end of the Qing Dynasty. It is located in the
middle of Beijing, and now houses the Palace Museum. For almost
five hundred years, it served as the home of emperors and their
households, as well as the ceremonial and political centre of the
Chinese government.
In the evening have a Buffet dinner at the hotel.
Overnight at Temple of Heaven

Day 3

B, D

BEIJING
Today you will have a full day of sightseeing, which includes a
visit to the Great Wall of China at the lesser visited Mutianyu
section. The Mutianyu Section is one of the 4 places that the
Great Wall of China is accessable to tourists. It is farther away
from Beijing than the Badaling Section, so it is less crowded. It
is longer, too. This section of the Great Wall is not near the
road so you have to take a cable car, chairlift, or a hiking path
to the top. Cable car is included.
Buffet dinner at the hotel
Overnight at Temple of Heaven

Day 4

B, D

BEIJING TO XIAN
This morning you are transferred to the airport for your scheduled flight to Xian. Upon arrival you are
met and transferred to the 4 star Howard Johnson Ginwa Plaza Hotel where you will meet your local
guide for the day. After lunch you will visit the Old city wall, and the Big Wild Goose Pagoda and the Big
Mosque in the Muslim quarter.

Buffet dinner at hotel
Overnight at Ginwa Plaza
Day 5

B, D

XIAN
Today you will visit the famed Terra-cotta Warriors, the Great Mosque which
is the largest and one of the most important Islamic mosques in China with
centuries-old history and an interesting design of traditional Muslim and
Chinese style architecture.
Buffet dinner at hotel
Overnight Ginwa Plaza
(option: This evening enjoy a Tang Dynasty Show with dinner at the Shaanxi
Grand Theater.)

Day 6

B, D

XIAN TO GUILIN
After breakfast you are transferred to the airport for your flight
to Guilin, where you are met and transferred to the 4 star
Guilin Bravo Hotel.
After lunch you will tour the brilliantly lit-up Reed Flute Cave
before returning to town for dinner at a local restaurant.
The Guilin Bravo Hotel is located along the lake area in the
city center, where at night the colorful lights lying along the
lake like strings of pearls create a fairyland effect. Being only ten minutes
from the night market and the city center on the Banyan Lake Park
(Ronghu), it is a great location for shopping.
Buffet dinner at the hotel
Overnight Guilin Bravo Hotel or similar
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Day 7

B, L, D

GUILIN TO YANGSHUO
Today you will board your boat for a beautiful Li River
Cruise to Yangshuo, with lunch served on board.
Gorgeous Karst peaks give you surprises at each bend
of the limpid river under the blue sky. Water buffalo
patrol the fields, peasants reap rice paddies, and
school kids and fisherman float by on bamboo rafts.
With its breathtaking scenery and taste of a life far
removed from the concrete metropolis, the scenery
along the Li River is unsurpassed.
Upon arrival in Yangshuo you are free to relax for the
rest of the day.
The Yangshuo Green Lotus Hotel is a top luxury hotel
integrating the natural beauty of mountains and rivers
and the local minority peoples' architectural features. It
is located at the foot of the Green Lotus Peak on the
bank of the Li River. It is adjacent to the ancient Li
River Fu'an Wharf and you can walk on the bank of Li
River without even leaving the hotel! In addition, it is
only a one-hundred-step distance from the renowned
Yangshuo West Street.
Western set dinner at the hotel
Overnight Green Lotus Hotel

Day 8

B, D

YANGSHUO/ GUILIN TO SHANGHAI - SUZHOU
Today you will transfer to the Guilin airport for your flight to Shanghai.
Transfer out to Suzhou, called the ‘Venice of the Orient’ with a series of bridges, canals and ancient
buildings. Suzhou's special magic also lies in its famous gardens, perhaps the most beautiful in all
China. This afternoon we have a sightseeing tour of this lovely old town which includes taking a boat
ride on the pretty canals and a visit to the large 'Humble Administrator’s Garden' which has streams,
ponds and beautifully decorated pavilions
scattered throughout. Here water reflects land and provides a fresh tableau at every turn.

Enjoy the grand canal by boat and the Adminstrators’s garden.
Buffet dinner at the hotel
Overnight at the 5 star Garden Hotel in Suzhou
Day 9

B, D

SUZHOU – SHANGHAI
Spend the day in Suzhou – enjoy the Lingering Garden, which features a man-made mountain and
lake, garden courts and elegant buildings, a real contrast to the garden from yesterday. Early afternoon
we catch the train to Shanghai. Walk along the Bund, Shanghai's stately street of old colonial-era
buildings and sight see in Shanghai.
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Buffet dinner at the Hotel
Overnight at the 4 star Rendezvous Merry Hotel Shanghai
Day 10

B, D

SHANGHAI
Today you visit the peaceful Yu Garden - a maze of Ming Dynasty pavilions, elaborate rockeries,
arched bridges, and goldfish ponds, all encircled by an undulating dragon wall; the famous Jade
Buddha Temple; Nanjing Road - the main shopping street in Shanghai; and The Bund .
Shanghai is the largest city in China and the
largest city proper in the world, with a population of
over 20 million people in its metropolitan area.
Originally a fishing and textiles town, Shanghai
grew to importance in the 19th century due to its
favorable port location and as one of the cities
opened to foreign trade by the 1842 Treaty of
Nanking. The city flourished as a center of
commerce between east and west, and became a
multinational hub of finance and business by the 1930s. After 1990, the economic reforms introduced
by Deng Xiaoping resulted in intense re-development and financing in Shanghai,
and in 2005 Shanghai became the world's largest cargo port. The city is a tourist destination renowned
for its historical landmarks such as the Bund and City God Temple, its modern and ever-expanding
Pudong skyline including the Oriental Pearl Tower. Today, Shanghai is the largest center of commerce
and finance in mainland China, and has been described as the "showpiece" of the world's fastestgrowing major economy.
Overnight Rendezvous Merry Hotel

Day 11

B

SHANGHAI - Home
Breakfast and then transfer to the airport for your flight home.

COST:
$2,120.00 – 10 + passengers
$2,659.00 – 6-9 passengers
$514.00 – single supplement
INCLUSIONS:
-

meals as stated above

-

10 nights accommodation

-

All transfers mentioned above in customary air conditioned coaches and all domestic flights (within China)

-

Current entrance fees for attractions mentioned in the program

-

Sightseeing as mentioned above including guide and driver

-

Local English speaking tour guide in each city (this is not a “national guide” that travels with you throughout the tour…that would be
at an extra cost if you required that)

-

24 hours emergency telephone assistance

-

Pre departure package

-

Civilized Adventures travel bag

EXCLUSIONS:
-

Personal expense and tipping

-

International flight tickets

-

Chinese visa

-

Surcharge of overweight luggage (in case of exceeding 20 Kilo per piece)

-

Any surcharge announced by government after this quotation

**No space is currently held. This is a quote only and itinerary and price is subject to change until booked and paid.
ADVISORY: We strive to deliver a quality “Civilized Adventure”. Travellers must understand that they are visiting developing countries and must
be prepared to deal with unusual occurrences, local inadequacies, and unpredictable events. If you are flexible, curious about new people, places
and environments, and have a positive attitude, we welcome your participation. This type of travel is rewarding if you can embrace the inherent
challenges. Please call us if you have any questions or concerns. Our ultimate goal is to ensure that you get the most out of your travel
experience.
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